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REPORT
Ol!'

THE

SECRETARY

WAR~

WAR DEPARTMENT, }{O'I)ember 19, 1877.
Mr. PRESIDENT: I have the honor to submit, 'as required by law, the
annual report of operations of the War Department.
THE ARMY.

In accordance with the terms of the act of Congress of August 15,
1876, the Army was reduced to a maximum of 25;000 men. The same act
requiring that no reduction be made in the cavalry, it was found necessary to reduce the other arms of the service to very scant dimensions.
By General Orders No. 47, of date May 9, 1877, the maximum strength
of all organizatio~s, excei)t cavalry, was fixed as follows:
Enlisted men of Engineera . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . • . . . . . • . • • .
200
Enlisted men of Ordnance...................................................
350
Ordnance-sergeants at posts . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .
114
CommisSary-sergeants at posts...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
148
Hospital-stewards .. ·...........•.... : .. ... . .. -----·........... . ...............
200
West Point detachment...................................................... ·200
Recruiting-parties...... . . • • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
300
Indian scouts...............................................................
600
Guard at military prison . .· .........................•.... .·.. . . . • . . . • . • • . . . . . . .
74
Sixty-five enl.isted men per battery for 5 light batteries of artillery...... . . . . . . .
325
Forty-eight enlisted men per battery for 5 batteries at the artillery-sc~ool......
240
Thirty-eight enlisted men per battery for 50 batteries of artillery; and 5 enlisted
men for non-commissioned staff at each of 5 regimental headquarters of
artillery ..................•...................••...••........•.......... 1, 925
Thirty-seven enlisted men per company for 250 companies of infantry and 5 for
non-commissioned staff at each of 25 regimental headquarters of infantry .. 9, 375

These :figures represent the maximum strength of the several arms
of the sen·ice named, to which they were reduced by the order above
named. In order to secure these reductions, a suspension of recruiting
and the discharge of all soldiers whose terms of enlistment would
expire prior to -OctolJer 31, 1877, was ordered. Since July 1 recruiting has 'not been resumed, except. to a very limited extent. Re-enlistments of non-commissioned officers and old soldiers of good character,
whose terms had expired, bas been permitted; the necessary mechanics
and musicians ha\e been enlisted, and a number of cavalry-recruits
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and Indian scouts have been recruited to meet emergencies growing
out of Indian hostilities. These enlistments ha\·e been made without
charge upon any recruiting-fund. Notwithstanding these accessions,
amounting in all to about one thousand men, the actual number now in
service is much below the figures above given. For an approximate
statement of the present strength of the Army, as well as the stations
of troops, I refer to the accompanying report of the General of the
Army.
Tile report of that officer shows that our small force bas been constantly employed in arduous and important service, and tilat both officers and men have aequitted themselves with great credit. The Indian
hostilities, the unsettled state of affairs on the Mexican border, and the
serious disturbances in some of the States of the interior, a1l coming
together, and each demanding attention, and calling for the employment
of military force, was a severe tax upon our small and scattered Army.
Even in time of peace it is impossible, without a larger Army than we
possess, to concentrate a strong force ~t any one place without lea\7 ing
__ many of our forts, arsenals, and military depots without adequate protection.
In ordinary times our forces are rieeessarily scattered over a vast
territory, engaged in guarding the frontiers or protecting and preserving oG.r vast and Yaluable military stores and property. The necessary
consequence is that when hostilities occur in any portion of the coun~
try, it becomes necessary to transport troops from disfant places to meet
them. For example, when the recent Indian hostilities broke out in
Idaho, the available force under command of General McDowell was so
inadequate that it was found necessary to transport the Second Infantry
from Atlanta, Ga., to the scene of the disturbances. This involved
a delay of many days in effective operations, and the expenditure of a
large sum. for transportation. It may also be mentioued that when the
recent disturbances occurred in Pennsylvania, inv-olving serious loss,
both of life and property, there could not be found, within that great
State, so many as :fifty Federal soldiers; so that when the call for aid
was made by the State upon the Pres~dent, in order to answer it troops
were neces~arily transported at hea,vy expense from other parts of the
Union. A similar state of affairs was found in all the great States of
the interior where these disturbances occurred, and to meet dangers of
this character, actual or apprehended, in the ·interior, it was found
necessary to gather our scattered forces from various distant points.
'l'hese movements, of coarse, weakened tile force employed for the
protection of our frontiers, and on account of the continuance of Indian hostilities it has since been foun<l necessary to transport a regiment
of these troops (the T!Jird Infantry) from Pennsyl;vania to Montana.
These necessary movements of troops, over long distance8, have not
only been \ery expensive, but have retarded important military operation ·, and rend.ered their successful prosecution more difficult and tediou ._ .

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY Ol!, WAR.

What is more to be deplored, much loss of life bas resulted from the
necessity of en gaging strong forces of Indians with detachments of troops
generally inferior in point of numbers. An army of respectable strength
is of inestimable v alue as a means of preventing war. This is especially
true of Indian war. The savages are well informed as to the strength
of our fron tier posts, and they are more influenced by an exhibition of
force than by anything else. The re-enforcement of the military posts now
on the fron tier, and the establishment of a few additional stroug posts
at suitable points, so as to command the country occupied by the Indians, and give tlJem the assurance of certain and overwhelming defeat
in case they go to war with the wh-Ites, will, without doubt, in sure permanent p~ace in that quarter.
Furthermore, it must now be accepted as a fact, which experience has
demonstrated, that Federal troops may be required not only for the protection of our frontiers, but also to preserve peace and order in our more
populous interior.
Had a full regiment of trained Fecleral soldiers been stationed in the
vicinity of Pittsburgh the recent riot at that place would have been prevented or at least suppressed without the serious loss of life and prop- ·
erty which attended it. It also seems highly probable that the timely
arrival of a detachment of Federal troops at Baltimore on the night of
the 21st of July last had the effect to prevent sin1ilar scenes of carnage
and bloodshed in that city. One of the most important fnnctions of the
Federal Government is exercised when, in obedience to the Constitution, its 1nilitary power is extended for the protection of the State. It
be1ng understood that in case of domestic violence the Federal forces
may be employed to restore and preserve peace and order, the presence
of a strong garrison in any part of the country will often prevent an uprising which, in its absence, might occur. The great value of a strong
Federal force stationed in the vicinity of our great cities would be seen
in the prere ntion of mobs anc;l violence, probably far more than in their
. suppression.
The Army is to the United Sta tes what a well-disciplined and trained
police force is to a city, and t he one is quite as neces:mry as the other.
Those who oppose any increase in the A,rm y do so upon the theory that
the local milit.ia is sufficient for all the purposes of preserving the peace
and suppressieg local u prisings. It is assumed that our present force
i::: sufficient for the protecti on of our boHlers and of our frontier settle-ments. Whether this assumption is correct or J?.Ot must depend largely
upon the disposition of the numerous bands of savages wi thi n our limits,
and of the inhabitants of neighboring· territory across our borders. But
waidng a discussion here of that question , it may be well to inquire
whether the local militia should be our only reliance for the suppression
of domestic vio1ence 0? Onr fathers who frameu the Constitution, and
who were not without experience upon this point, doubted the wisdom
of relying upon the militia, and so provided for the ernploy_ment of the
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Federal troops for this purpose. If this seemed necessary to them in
the early period of our history, when our population was largely rural,
and the spectacle seldom or never witnessed of large masses of men
idle, suffering, and desperate·, how much more necessary is the same
thing now~ As our country increases· in population and wealth, and as
great cities become numerous, it must be clearly seen that there may be
gr.e at danger of uprisings of large masses of people for the redress of
grievances, real .or fancied; and it is a well-known fact that such uprisings enlist in a greater or less degree the sympathies of the communities in which they occur. This fact alone renders the local militia
unreliable in ~mch an emergency. BesideE~, it is known that few of the ·
States have any permanent. or well-drilled soldiery, and the recent troubles have strikingly illustrated the value, in such an emergency, of the
discipline, steadiness, and coolness which raw levies neYer possess, and
which characterize only the trained and experienced soldiery. Coolness,
steadiness, and implicit obedience to orders are the qualifications most
needed in soldiers who are to deal with an excited and exasperated
mob; and they are qualities acquired only by training, and are seldom·
found in inexperienced militia:
·
In view of these considerations, it is respectfu11y recommenued tliat
:authority be given to the President to increase the strength of the depleted companies now em braced within the Army organization.
The Army now bas a sufficient number of officers, regiments, and
-companies; but the companies are too small. I recommend that the ·
_ President be authorized to recruit all companies of infantry to fifty men
each, and all batteries of artillery to seventy-five men each, with power,
in his discretion, in case of emergency, to increase the former to one hunmay
dred and the latter to one hundreu_and twenty-two men each.
safely assume that such .a discretion would be exercised with becoming
·moderation and prudence; and the result would be that the grand aggregate would never, in any probable emergency arising in the.recess of
Congress, exceed forty thousan<l men, while tltirty thousand would suffice to meet any demands upon the Army that can at this time be certainly anticipated.
It must not be forgotten, in considering this question, that there must
always be a large percentage of an army not available for dnty in the
field. Besides the number of soldiers on the sick-list, and those employed
on detached duty of various kinds, a. large number of men are always
needed for guard and garrison duty. For example: we ha\e now about
two hundred and twenty-six military posts, at most of which men are .
necessarily employed continually in taking care of and guarding government property. v"Ve have some eighteen arsenals and armories, besides
about forty store-houses or depots, at each of which is stored property
of great value, belonging to the government. The vast interests involved
i n the protection of the property of the United States at these numerous
aml widely-scattered places renders it necessary to keep a considerable
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force on duty for that purpose, and therefore withdrawn from other
service.
I am glad to be able to state that the morale of the Army appears to
be steadily improving. The number 'oftrial's by conrts-martiai, for desertion and other military offenses, ·has of late been greatly diminished.
The number of desertions reported during each of the four fiscal years
named was as follows :
Fiscal year ending June 30, 1873. __ • ____ ...•. _..•... _••.. __ . ___ .••••.•...•.•••
Fiscal year ending June 30, 1874 _. ___ ....•........••. _...•........•.. _..•.... ~
Fiscal year ending June 30, 1875 .... -------- .. ------ .. ------ .. ------------ .. -Fiscal year ending June 30, 1876 .................... -- ........ -------------- ..

7, 271
4, 606
2, 521
1, 844

This improvement is believed to be largely the result of a more careful system of enlistment instituted by the Adjutant-General of the Army,
whereby greater care is exercised in the selection of men and. greater
effort made to exclude from the Army bad ·and! unworthy characters.
Notwithstanding the improvement here noted, the number of desertions
is still alarmingly large; and 'the question how it may ·be still further
· reduced deserves serious consideration. Two things seem to be important in this connection. The first is the one already alluded to, viz, the
careful selection of men 'for enlistment; antl the second is the adoption
'Of measures calculated to make the Army a place where a man of intelligence and character may be reasonably content to remain. . In other
words, what is needed is the selection of good men forthe service, and
the elevation of the service so as to make it a fit place for such men.
The former seems to have received much attention, and with good results. ·
The latter, I fear, has not received the attention it deserves.
The life of the private soldier, in time of peace, is a life of dull and
monotonous routine, t)f which it is natural, if not inevitable, that men
of spirit and ambition should weary. The attention of Congress may
very properly be invited to. the question, what can be done to render
the daily life and duty of the common soldier more agreeable~ I suggest, as a means of accomplishing this end, the importance of taking
measures for the supply of more and better reading-matter for the
Army. The principal supply at present is· to be found, at the permanent garrisons, in what is termed the ''post-library." The books for
these libraries are purchased principally from what is known as the
"post-fund," being the money saved by the soldiers, chiefly from their
bread-rations. It is difficult, even at the permanent garrisons, to supply from this source the requisite and suitable books and papers; and
in the more temporary posts and camping-places, little or no effort to
establish a library or reading-room is made. The soldiers should be
supplied not only with books such as are found in the best '"post-libraries," but with the best current literature, including newpapers and
magazines; and these publications should b.e regularly sent to each company in the Army, whether at regular and permanent posts or not.
Our troops are never for any great length of time beyond the reach of
the mails.
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This very desirable object can be accomplished at a very trifling cost.
The sum of $2,000 per annum to be appropriated for the supply of the
Army with newspapers and magazines would be sufficient. The post
or regimental fnnd could still be u~ed in accumulating books for a
more permanent library. This sum, judiciously expended, would
keep every company of infantry and cavalry, as well as every battery
of artillery, supplied with a good variety of the best of the current
publications. This would add very much to the comfort an d contentment of the soldier's oth erwise dreary life, and while affording amusement, would also prove a source of profit and improvement. The sum
needed for this purpose should be administered in accordance with regulations to be carefully prepared.
THE RETIRED L 1ST.

I recommend to Congress the enactment of a law removing the
restrictions as to the number of officers allowed on the Army retired list.
Section 1258, Revised Statutes, fi xes the whole number at three hundred, at any one time. There are now, in addition to that number,
which is fuli, fifty-seven awaiting retirement, as follows:
Officers who have been examined by a retiring-board and found unfit
for active serv-ice, thirty-three, (33).
Officers who are eligible by ·reason of age or length ot service, and
who desire to be retired, seven, (7).
Officers who would probably be founrl ti_t subjects for retirement if
examined by a board, but who have not yet been examined, seventeen,
(17).

Total number who would be retired if. the limit were removed, fiftyseven, (57). There ma y be others whose cases ha\e not been definitely
reported.
All these officers, though incapable of d-oing duty, are in receipt ot
full pay, when, if on the retired list, they would be entitled to seventyfive per centum of full pay.
The conditions of retirem~ n t now left to the President's discretion
are ample to meet every t;~eed of the service. Th e P resident can retire
any officer of sixty-two years of age, or forty-fh·e years of ser vice, if he
deems him inefficient ; but if not, the government can cont inue to make
use of the experience and knowledge of such officer.
A retiring-board can determine the efficiency of any otl!er officer the
President may summon before it, and, upon the judgment of the board
that such officer i unfit for service, the President can retire him.
The Pre illent can retire any officer, who makes application, after
lw.v ing Rerved thirty years.
·
..~.:~o other provision is necessary to secure a healthy condition of the
active li t of commissioned officers, and all that is needed is to leave
the number that may be borne on the retired list, at any time, unlimited,
or at tbe di. cretion of the Pre. ideut.
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UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.

By General Orders No. 15, of date March 2,1877, regulations, apprm·ed
by the Secretary of War, were duly promulgated, whereby the Military
Academy and post of West Point were constituted a separate military
department, and by the same order the President appointed Maj; Gen.
J. M. Schofield to the command.
Referripg to tllis change, the board of visitors, in their annual report,
"desire to record their sense of the great value to the academy of the
presence of a major-general of the Army at its bead." The special recommendations of the board of visitors are as follows:
1; Tllat the commissary of subsistence be allowed a clerk.
2. That the 'barracks be enlarged and better lighted. ·
3. That the hospital be finished.
4. That the water-supply be enlarged.
5. That the sewerage of the post be completed.
6. That more ample gas-works be provided.
7. That the band be restored to 40 members.
8. That inquiry be made as to the possibility of abolishing military
parades on the Lord's day.
·
9. That a commission be constitued to revise the course of study.
In connection with these recommendations, estimates ha.ve been received and approved by me as follows:
2. The enlargement, &c., of the cadet-barracks, in accordance with plans
now in the War Department ..........................................
3. Completion of the cadets' hospital. •.••.......•• :: . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .
4. Enlargement of the water-supply......................................
5. Completion of system of sewerage for the post.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
6. Provision for, ample gas-works, (reappropriation)......................

$83,440
46, 748
50,000
13, 250
25, 139

00
76
00
00
61

These estimates are full,y explained, and the importance of favorable
action thereon by Congress strongly enforced, by the board of visitors, in
their report.
The recommendations-1, relative to a clerk for tile commissary of
subsistence; 8, looking to the possibility of parades being abolished on
the Lord's day; and 9, as to a commission to revise the course of studyare all concurred in and submitted for the consideration of Uongress.
The regularly submitted estimates for "current and ordinary expenses," "miscellaneous items," and "incidental expenses," and for
''buildings and grounds," embrace other objects of expenditure. All
seem reasonable and necessary for the welfare of the academy, and are
approved by me.
'
English studies were restored to the course, by authority of the Secretary of War, June 30, 1877, and placed under the professor of geography. history, and ethics.
' The academic board has decided that the Spanish language ought to
be omitted from the course of study; the change, however, not to be
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made until the occurrence of a vacancy in the head of the Spanish
department.
The ·commanding general of the department has pointed to certain
defects in the Revised Statutes relating to the Academy. He has proposed a revision of the laws to cov·er them and certain reforms as well.
His communications upon this subject, inclusive of what is embraced in
his annual report submitted by the General of the Army, as well as the
draught of a bill prepared hy him for submission to Congress, are herewith transmitted, and the attention of that body is invited thereto.
The proposed revision contemplates, mainly1. That the Academy and post of West Point shall constitute a separate military dcl?artment; the General of the Army, under the Secretary
of War, to have immediate supervision and charge, subject to regulations of the Presidentof the United States~
2. That the Superintendent of the ·Academy shall be the department
commander; in his absence, the next in rank to have command, &c.
3. That the title of "senior instructor" be dropped, and, instead,
''assistant instructor" be used for the three arms-artillery, cavalry,
and infantry.
4. That the professorship of Spanish be abolished.
5. That there shall be a professor and assistant professor of n:odern
languages.
6. That the chaplain shall be the professor of ethics.
7. That the ·disbursing officer shall be the treasurer of the Academy
and give bonds.
8. That all the officers of the Academy shall be officers of the Army,
assigned to duty at the pleasure of the President. The professors who
have heretofore been officers of any corps or arm of service may be
appointed by the President to th~ grade in such corps or arm as they
would have reached by regular promotion bad they continued to serve
therein. The chaplain may be .commissioned a chaplain in the Army.
No new appointments to the grade of professor to be made. Certain of
the professors may be retired.
9. That the Superintendent, when, not a general officer, shall have the
local rank of brigadier-general; the comm::tndant of cadets the local
rank of colonel; the professors, for first ten years, the local rank of
lieutenant-colonel; thereafter the local rank or' colonel, and the instructors the local rank of major.
10. That the appointments annually at large be fixed at ten.
11. That the term of the encampment be two months.
12. That the Board of Visitors be made permanent, and to consist of
two Senators, three Hepresentatives, the General of the Army, and one
other general officer, the Superintendent of the Military Academy, two
officers of the Navy, (rear-admiral s,) and three oth.e r persons to be ap:
pointed by the President.
13. That the band shall consist of one teacher of music, as leader,
and forty enlisted musician s.
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ARMY

REGULA1'IONS~

XI

.

The latest revision of the Regulations for the government of the
Army was made in 1861, to which some additions were made in 1863.
The Regulations then adopted were published in 1863, but. are uow out
of print, and besides have been supplemented by numerous general and
special. orders and modified b,y v-arious legislative acts, so that it may
be said that there is great need of a careful revision of the whole subject. The attempts heretofore made to supply the need which is generally felt in the Army of a new and complete code of Regulations have
not resulted in success, although much work has been done -which may
be utilized hereafter.
By an act approved July 28, 1866, the Secretary of vVar was directed
to have prepared .and to report to Congress at the next session "a code
of Regulations for the government of the ~rmy and of the militia in
actual service, which shall embrace all necessary orders ancl forms of a
general character for the performance of all duties incumbent on officers
and men in the military service, inc,luding rules for the government of
courts-martial; the existing Regulations to remain in force until Congress shall have acted on said report." In compliance with the terms of
this act, a revision of the Rules and Articles of War was made and
submitted to Congress, but no action was taken thereon . .
By an act approved July 15,1870, it was -again provided that a system
of General Regulations for the Army therein authorized should be reported· to Congress at "the next session and approved by that body.
The act of March 1, 1875, vo1. 18, Statutes at Large, page 337, repealed so much of said act of July 15, 1870, as required Regulations to
be submitted to~ongress, and authorized the President "to make and
publish Regulations for the government of the Army in accordance with
existing laws."
By an act approved July 24, 187G, (19 Stat:, p. 101) the whole subjectmatter of reform and reorganization of the Army of the United States
was referred· to a commission, to be composed of two members of the
Senate, two members of the House of Representatives,. two officers of
_the Army from the line, one officer of the Army from the staff, and the
Secretary of vVar. This commission was to r~port to Congress at its
next session. By a joint resolution approved August 15, 1876, (19 Stat.,
page 216,) the President was requested to postpone all action in connection with the publication of Hegulations until aJter the report of the
commission above mentioned should be received and acted on by Congress at its next session. The commiHsion, however, adjourned, after
collecting a great mass of material, without accomplishing its object,
not being able to complete its work before the Congress to which it was
required to report had expired.
Thus it will be seen that the powers of the commission have been exhausted, while at t.he same time the law is left in such a state as to render it extremely doubtf~l as to the power of the Executive to issue and
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puolish regulations. It will be for Congress to determine whether it is
wise to require that a code of general regulations shall be subjected to
the formal action of Congress, thus giving them a fixed character, unalterable except by the same formal action. In my judgment, this would
not be wise. All matter in the regulations which should properly be
bound by force of law is actually made in exact conformity with military acts of Congress, and is always in the precise lang-uage of the statutes; but there are very many matters of detail which depend upon tlw
daily changing necessities of the service, a nd are regulated by the experience and intelligence of practical men in the Arm y, which should
be left for modificatipn, as often as circumstances demand, to the discretion of the Executive. It is a principle, well understood and imTariably
acted upon, that wqenever a regulation comes in conflict with a law of
Congress, it is null and void. The law is thus, as it were, a constitution,
and regulations are simply tlle by-laws based thereon.
The autlwrity to make alterations in the regulations was vested by act
of April 24., 1816, in the Secretary of War, with the approval of the President, and has been, ever since so exercised, with this exception, that by
an act of March 2, 1821, a system prepared by General Scott, under an
act of March 3, 1813, was "approved and . adopted." But this act of
March 2, 1821, was repealed, in terms, by an act of May 7, 1822, leaving the act of .April 24, 1816, st~ll in operation. The Army regulations
are always public and easy of reference, and Congress can readily, at
any time, correct by legislation any objectionable feature which may appear in them.
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE •

. In July last a call was made by the governor of the State of W estr
Virginia upon the President for military aid to suppress domestic violence in that State, resulting from an .uprising among the employes of
the Baltimore and Ohio -Railroad Company. .A few days later a similar
outbreak . occurred among the employes of the same. compan y in the
State of Maryl and, which also assumed such proportions as to defy the
.author ities of t he State, and render necessary a similar appeal for assistance by the governor of tll at State. The excitem ent and cont agion extended rapidly from Baltimore to t he west ward, along the great lines of
inter-State railroads. In t he State of Pennsyl vania t he uprising reached
the proportions of a very serio ns ins urrection, and led to a riot in the
city of P ittsburgh , ou t he 22d of July, result ing in serious loss of life
and property. In tlJat State, also, at a little later period, the infection
spread among the operatives in the mining-regions, numbering many
tlJousanus of laborers. The governor of Pennsylvania also called upon
the President for military aid, as did also, ·at a little later period, the
governor of Iliinois. From several otller States, whose autl10rities made
no formal call as required by the Constitution and Jaws for military aid,
there came very earnest appeals for troops to oe stationed near the scenes
of anticipated danger, as a means of preserving the peace. It was ri ghtly
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judged that the troops of the United States, by their very presence in
any neighborhood, would be able to deter evil disposed persons from
acts of violence.
In response to these appeals, all the troops within reacll that could be
spared from other duties were dispatched to the disturbed regions, and,
under direction of tlle President, they were employed by this department in rendering all possible aid to the local authorities in securing and
maintaining order. In order to respond to calls for aid where violence
actually existed, and to guard against danger at threatened places, it
became necessary to concentrate troops at points in the States of "'\¥"est
Virginia, :M aryland, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois, and l\iissouri,. as
well as in the District of Columbia. For a full and .detailed statement
of the operations of the troops employed iQ this important and delicate
. duty, I refer to the report of the General of tue Army, and to those of
the several officers under whose immediate direction they were conducted.
For the promptness and zeal wi~h which both officers and men responded
to calls for aid in suppressing tuese disorders, and the celerity, courag-e,
and moderation displayed by them in the execution of their difficult and
important duties,. they are entitled to high praise.
I am glad to be ahle to announce that the Army has again shown
itself the staunch friend of law, the firm supporter of the lawful authorities, and in an eminent degree the conservator of peace and order.
It is also a source of great pleasure to me to be able to announce that
the national forces sent to quell these disturbances met witlllittle resistance, aml were able to execute all their orders without firing a gun
and without bloodshed. The single instance of Rerious resistance at
Johnstown, Pa., it is believed may have been in ignorance of the fact
that it was made against the national troops. Here the forbearance of
the comm::-m1ling officer (Major John Hamilton, First Artillery,) in not
firing upon the rioters was the more conspicuous, since be himself sustained a painful injury.
I desire, in this connection, emphatically to express my obligations to
:Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock, United States Army, commanding the
· Military Geographical Division of the Atlantic, for his untiring energy
and great skill in directing the movements of troops.
THE MEXIC.AN BORDER.

By a resolution of the House of Representatives adopted on the 1st
day of November instant, the President was requested to eommunicate
_all information in his possession relating to the condition of the Mexican
border in Texas, and to any recent violation of the territory of the
United States by incursions from Mexico. In response to this request
all the information in the posse1'sion of this department upon the subject has been transmitted to that body. A statement in detail here is
therefore rendered unnecessary. It is sufficient to say that the lawless
incursions by armed bands from the territory of Mexico into the State ·
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of Texas, for purposes of robbery and plunder, have continued to occur.
These bandits have long been in the habit of crossing the border, committing depredations, and fleeing for safety back into Mexico. · This
state of things has continued for many years, and in consequence the
people of that portion of Texas bordering on the Rio Grande have suffered greatly, and have, with great reason, complained and appealed to
tlle United States for protection. It has long been evident that these
incursions cani:wt be stopped so lmig as the Government of Mexico is
eitller unable or unwilling to punish the marauders, an<l the United
States is prevented from crossing the Rio Grande in their pursuit.
)\'Iexico bas not been able to keep upon her frontier a force able and
disposed to either prevent these raids or punish the raiders upon their
return with their booty. This state of things has rendered it necessary
to consider under wh·a t circumstances the · troops of the United State&
may be ordered to cross the line in pursuit of these marauders, and for
the purpose of punishing them and recovering stolen property. Upon
a careful consideration, it was deemed proper to direct General Ord,
commanding in Texas, in the exercise of his own discretion, when in
pursuit of a band of marauders, to follow them, either when the troops
are in sight of them or upon a fresh trail, across the Rio Grande, and
until they are overtaken and punished, and the stolen property recovered.
I am glad to be able to state, that although the ·border bas several
times been crossed in pursuance of the order above mentioned, the
friendly relations between the two countries have not been disturbed.
General Ord has been directed that whene\·er Mexican troops are present and prepared to intercept retreating raiders, _be is to leave the performance of that duty, on the Mexican side of the line, to such force.
INDIAN HOSTILITIES.

The report of the General of the Army presents a succinct and exceedingly clear and interesting account of the rise, progress, and sue. cessful termination of the war with the Nez Perces Indians, under Chief
Joseph. The majority of this tribe is living at peace upon their reservation at Lapwai, Idaho Territory; but a branch of the tribe, under·
Joseph, has always refused to go there, claiming the 'right to remain in
the country we~t of Suake River, known as the Wallowa Valley-a
country which lies within the State of Oregon, has been partially surveyed, and in which many sales of land have been made by the United
States to actual settlers. The attempt to remove Joseph and his confederates to the· reservation was resisted by force, and was the signal
for the commencement of hostilities by the Indians. The campaign
which followed, with its severe· battles ~nd memorable marches, resulting in the final surrender of Chief Joseph and his followers to tile troops
of the United States, under command of Colonel Miles, will be found
described in General Sherman's report, and the reports referred to
·therein, with such accuracy and minuteness of detail as to leaYe nothing
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for me to add. I join with General Sherman in giving grateful recognition of the zeal, energy, endurance, courage, and skill displayed by
General Howard, Colonel Gibbon, and Colonel Miles, and the officers
and men under their command, in the prosecutio.n of tllis most remarkable campaign.
With the surrender of Joseph ended Indian hostilities for the present,
and, let us hope, for the fnture as well. It is not, however, wise to
assume that all danger is passed, and that the Indian tribes on our
frontier will from this time forward remain at peace. While hoping for
the best, and as a means of securing and preserving peace, we should
take measures for enforcing obedience to the national authority, and
promptly suppressing every appearance ~f lwstility. With at least two
hundred and sixty tlwnsand uncivilized Indians within our borders,
there is occasion for the utmost vigilance, to the end that the lives and
property of citizens on the frontier may be fully protected.
·
PAY DEPARTMENT.

The Paymaster-General renews the recommendations formerly made
. in regard to the establishment of .an annuity scheme for the benefit of
the heirs of deceased officers of the Army. This scheme has twice received the approval of .the Presidentand Secretary of War, and been
recomtnended to Congress. The deaths of officers on the frontier in recent campaigns against the hostile Indians bring Yisibly before us the
necessity of encouraging .and enabling officers, by their own regular and
voluntary assessment, to provide an annuity for those who are dependent upon them for support.
I also invite attention to the remarks of the Paymaster-General in his
report upon the subject of mileage of officers of the Army traveling
under orders.
Contracts.

· i desire to call the attention of Congress to a serious defect in the law
relating to the mode of awarding contracts required to be made by the
department for supplies or services. Under the statutes requiring advertisement and the awarding of contracts to the lowest responsible
bidder; it frequently happens that numerous bids are received from
widely scattered localities. These bids are publicly opened at the office
from which the proposals were issued, and thereafter forwarded to
Washington, with the recommendation of the officer in charge. Itoften
becomes necessary to investigate the character and. standing of the several bidders and the responsibility of the sureties, as well as other questions that may arise in the consideration of the question of awarding
the contracts, and these investigations necessarily consume more or Jess
time. As the law now stands, according to the opini9n of the AttorneyGeneral, (9 Opinions, 174,) the head of a department has no power, without authority of law, to enforce a rule requiring that bids shall not be
withdrawn until· after a certain t~me, whether accepted or not. There-
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suit is, that, while it is of the utmost importance that the department
should have the right to delay in determining the question of accepting
a bid, all bidders are at liberty to withdraw their proposals at any time
before final acceptance: This right to withdraw bids, after they are
opened and made public, opens the way for combinations among bid- _
ders, with a view to forcing the government to contract with the highest bidder or incur the delay and expense of a new advertisement and
a reletting. The Attorney-General has well said, speaking of a rule
adopted by this department forbidding the withdrawal of bids, that "it
is necessary that snell a rule should exist, and Congress ought to enact
it." I earnestly recommend the passage of an act so amending the existing law upon this subject as to make every bid presented, in pursuance of advertisement for proposals for supplies- or services in any of
the departments of the government, absolutely binding upon the bidder
and upon his sureties for at least sixty days, unless sooner rejected.
And the statute should also require t.h at every bid should be accompa·
nied by a bond, with security, pledging the bidder to keep good his bid
for sixty days, and ·ellter into the contract, if 1awarcled to him, within
that time.
SIGNAL SERVICE.

The Signal Service has continued its usefulness in the diffusion of scientific and practical information. The duties now devolved upon that
service are, besides the instructions in military signaling and telegraphy, to conduct the observation and report of storms; to report upon
the average depth of water in the great rivers of the interior and give
notice of their dangerous rises; to give important assistance to the lifesaviog service on our coast; and to construct and repair military telegraph lines.
One hundred and fifty-nine stations of observation have been maintained during the year, and the deductions made from the information
reported by them, now known as the ''Synopsis and Indications,'' has
been continued with gratifying results. A careful analysis of the indications thus published, and a comparison with the weather changes
afterward occurring within the time and district to which each has had
reference, has given an average percentage of eighty-six and sixteen hundreths as verified. An average of 90 per cent. is believed to be attainable. The wide diffusion of these reports may be judged by the fact
that they appear regularly in almost all the daily newspapers of the
country; and no great storm has swept over any considerable part of
the United States without pre-announcement.
In pursuance of acts of Congress for the construction of telegraphic
lines in the interior and upon the frontier, connecting military posts and
stations, the officers and enlisted ·men of the Signal Service have nearly
completed the lines in Arizona, New l\Iexico, and the Texan frontier.
A total length of 3,200 miles of liue is now operated, and is partially selfsupporting.
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The Chief Signal Officer recommends the complete and permanen ~t
orgauization of the Signal Service. The subject was la8t year favorably
reported upon ancl recommended by the President to Congress. It is
now, again, submitted in the hope that suitable legislation may be had
in this regard,
PRESERVA1'ION OF WAR RECORDS.

Since the report of. my p'redecessor, made one year ago, the work of
the pubHeation of the offidal records of t.he War of the Rebellion, both
Union aud Coufe(lerate, has been diligently· and systematically pursued,
thoug·b under a much <liminished force of printers and eopyi~ts, during
th(~ prt>8eut fiscal year, by reason of a larg-ely-reduced appropriation .
.As l'ar a:::; accomplished, tbj:s cou~i.sts of a sefies of volumes in print • .
thus multitJl,ying the widely-seattered documents ou ille, so tllat they
can be rAadily examined in a condensed form. By this means, as
well as by a judicious distribution of a few copies, records of ine~ti- .
mabie value are secured from possible loss by fire, and from the obliterating influences of time. The arrangement of the matter is· in
chronological order, and great ca-re is exercised in comparing what
is put in print with the originals. The report above alluded to .shows
an aggregate of thirty volumes issued since the commencement of
the work, several years ago, of which twenty-two volumes have
reference to military operations on the part of the United Stab~s, and
eight volumes pertain to operations on the part of the Confederate
States. .At present the volumes aggregate forty-seven, (embracing upward of 33,000 pages,) of which thirty-seven relate to the United States
and ten to the Uonfederate States, as follows:
United States.-Reports of Operations, 12 volumes; Military Corre.
spondence, 3 volumes; War Department, Letters Receivep, 1 volume;
War Department, Letters Sent, 1 volume; War Department, Telegrams
Received, 6 volumes; War Department, Telegrams Sent, 4 .volumes;
Halleck's Telegrams Received, 5 volumes; Halleck's Telegrams Sent,
4 volumes; Summary of Military .Operations, 1 volume. Total 37
volumes.
·
Confederate States.-Reports of Operations, 2 volumes; War Department, Letters Received, 1 volume; War Department, Letters Sent, 1
volume; \!\Tar Department, Telegrams Received; 1 volume; 'Var Department, Telegrams Sent, 1 volume; Adjutant and Inspector General's
. Telegrams Sent, 1 volume; Miscellaneous, General, and Special Orders, ·
1 volume; Military Correspondence and General and Special Orders,
1861, 1 volume; Troops Tendered Confederate \!\Tar Department, 1 volume. Total, 10 volumes.
It will be seen that tllis effort to get valuable historical matter into
proper form, and to redeem it from a chaotic condition, is now assuming
a pos~tion of importance in which the whole country is deeply interested. That its prosecution should be provided for by a permanently
II-W
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organized working force, under intelligent and faithful supervision, and
by liberal appropriations from year to year, until comploted, seems to be
manifest.
The war records of the Confederate States have been published ap
to the elild of the Jear 1861. The mass of material yet on hand for pub. lication is very large~ It is known, . however, that documents of an
important character are in the hands of State and private soCieties and
individ uals. These obtained and arranged chronologically with the rest,
a more satisfactory result will be arrived at, and supplementary editions
avoided, as it is the iutention to print fully and accurately all records
pertaining to the \\Tar of the Rebellion, from whatever 8ource procurable. Bence, the discrepancy, at present, between the number of volumes issned from the two great fountains of supply, as seen above. It
is hoped that, iu due time, w'ith the aid of such legislation as may be
able to obtain originals not now in
necessary,. the government will
possession, or, at least, of duly authenticated copies ..
The Brady collection of war views, purchased by Congress for twentyfive thousand dollars, are gradually becoming defaced, through the de
terioration and destruction of the sensHized ~urfaces of the negatives ·
I recommend that Congress, through a special appropriation, authorize
the Secretary of War to institute, measures for the preservation of these
-pictures of battle-fields and ot,her military scenes, in view of the fact
that to coming generations they will be invaluable as illustrations ot
.the publication of the official records of the war of the rebellion.

be

QUAR'l'ER~IAS'l'ER'S DEP AR'l'MEN'l'.

"The appropriationR for the Quartermaster's Department for the last
'fiscal ;year were $1,500,000 less than in the previous year, notwithstanding the increase in th~ cavalry arm. Yet the expenditures and liabili
tjes have been kept within the appropriations, except in the item of
transportation, for which a deficiency estimate of $1,200,000 has been
submitted. Exigencies have caused the numerous movement,s of bodies
of troops, and great expenditure lras been incurred in their concentration at critical points.
The question of payment for transportation to certain land-grant railroads having been, in accordance with the acts of Congress, adjudicated
by the courts, and the decision of the United States Supreme Court obtained in their favor, they are entitled to payment for the transportation of officers, soldiers, military suppli~s, and material. Their right to
payment Laving been decided in the court~, it becomes the duty of this
department to ask the repeal of the act of March 3, 1875, prohibiting
such payment, and the grant of an appropriation for the payment of accounts found to be due, as well as provision for the payment of future
indebtedness to the roads in question. In this connection reference is
made to the letter of the Secretary of War of March 2, last, which bas
been printed in Senate Document No. 45, 44th Oongress, 2d session.
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I quite agree with the Quartermaster-General~ that, in a military point
of view, the interests of the government require the passage of a law
under which all railroads shall be obliged to transport, at the earliest
practicable time, the men and material of the United States, leaving the
adjustment of the question of accounts to be determined in such manner
as tlJe Legislature may provide.
Indebted railroads.

The balance due the United ~3tates by the Southern railroads, to
whom, at the close of the war, the United States rolling stock and railroad material collected at and near Nashville was, under executive
orders of August and October, 1865, sold on credit, is $1,R65, 793.22.
Only $345 was collected from these roads during the year.
·
Judgment was obtained in the United States court for the middle district of Tennessee, at the October term of 1876, against the Nashville
and Northwestern Railroad, for $866,150 2 but no moneys have been
·
realizec1 as yet under the decision and judgment.
Congress has relieved some of the indebted roads; bas directed compromises with others, but certain legislation necessary to settle some
outstanding ac.c ounts asked by the Executive Departments has not been
granted. For details on this subject, reference is .made to the report of
the Quartermaster-General.
Claims.
Under the act of 4th July, 1864, great numbers of claims for Quartermaster's stores furnished to the Army in States not in rebellion have
been filed. One thousand one hundred and two S':J.Ch claims, amounting, as presented, to $1,808,228.84, were acted on by the QtiartermasterGeneral during the year. · Of these, he reported favorably to th_e Third
Auditor, under the law, 460; his recommendation for allowance amounting to $155,272-ahout one-third the amount claimed; 642 were rejected, amounting to $1,352,159.88. There remained on file for action,
at tlle close of the year, 12,590 claims, aggregating $7,391, 755.50.
I concur with the Quartermaster-General in the opinion that some
method of settling this gr.-eat mass of claims should be provided. I recommend t.h at these claims be transferred to the Commissioners of
Southern Claims, or some other tril;mnal having more time and better
facilities for their consideration and decision than are possessed by these
officers.
,
New posts.

.

Two new posts have been located, one on Tongue River and one on
the Little Big Horn. For these posts the sum -of· $200,000 was appropriated, and good progress toward their erection has been made during
the past year. The appropriation coming too late to be applied during
the time of navigation last year, delay has been ca.used by the active
employment of the troops (sent to establish the posts) against the Nez
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Perces, who have bePn finally captured by the forces under· the commander of the posts on Tongue River.
The establishment of a new .post at Hell Gate Pass of the Rocky
Mountains, in Montana, 'llas been ordered, aud work thereou is in progress. A military reservation in the pass has been declared.
Depot at San .A.nton,io.
The appropriation of $100,000 for a quartenuaster's depot at San
A~tonio, Tex., has been userl dtiring . the fiscal year in the erection of
a building six hundred and twenty-four feet square, inclosing a Qourtyard of five hundred and fifty-eight feet square. Nearly nine acres are
included in the area within the outer wall, and nearly two acres are under
roof. The total reduction iu rents resulting from the construction of
this building will reach the sum of $5,670.00 per annum, while the
economy and convenience of the service and the safety of the storage of
the large quautity of valuable supplies accumulated at this central post of military operations in the Southwest and on tlle Mexican border are
greatly increased.
Purchase of sites in Texas. ·
The site of Fort Brown, for the purchase of which Oongress, in 1875,.
granted an appropriation of $~5,000, is still in litJgation, or, at least,
litigation is still threatened. The heirs of the Senora Cavazos have
notified the department that their title bas been confirmed by the United
States court, and that they are not content with tb'3 sum appropriated
by Congress, and have requested that the Army evacuate Fort Brown,
held as a military post since General Taylor first defeated the Mexican
army on the Rio Gran<le. The city of Mat.ai:n.oras announces its intention to contest, before the Supreme Cou-rt of the Uniteli · States, the
Cavazos title.
·
No title bas yet been obtained to site of Ringgold barracks on the
R~Grnnd~
·
The owner of the site of Fort Dnncan refused to accept the $10,000
granted by Congress for the purchase. He demanded an additional sum
of $358, which the War Department, under the law, could not pay.
In the mean time a twenty years' lease, under which the United States .
held possession, expired, and the owner of the soil thus acquired title to
all the United States buildings thereon. He then fixed his price at
$20,000, and demanded and collects $2,400 a year rent. The Secretary
of W ar, in July, 1876, recommended an appropriation of $20,000 to
make the pur~hase, but no appropriation bas yet been given.
N ational military cemeteries.
There are sevents-nine national military cemeteries, which are care- .
full y maintained, wllicll improve in beauty and condition with age. The
hP.ad-stone contract have finally been so far completed that all the head-
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:ston~s

providec for in the contracts as originally made are in place;
258,566 graves have been permanently marked with marble or granite
:Stones~ suitably inscribed, at a cost of $786,360.14, and the contracts are
fulfilled.
Some cemeteries having been declared national u1ilitary cemeteries
since the contracts were made, the contractors have consented to supply
them also witll bead-stones, tbe estimated cost of which will be about
$20,000, and a balance of $192,000 of the original appropriation of
$1,000,00(:) will remain. It is suggested that autllority be given by Congress to use a portion of this sum to mark the graves of soldiers buried in
private and village cemeteries, to which the law did not extend. Sixty
·thousand dollars, it is believed, would suffice for this purpose.
SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT.

As no appropriation for subsistence of the Army bas been made for
the current fiscal year, 's upplies (with the exception of the limited
amounts which could be purchased from pl'oceeds of §;ales of subsistence
supplies) have been procured on credit.
No difficulty bas been experienced in purchasing the necessary supplies, and at most points the prices paid have not L>een more in excess
of the cash prices than the usual rates of interest upon the cash value
<>f the stores; but in some places, where there was but little competition, excessive prices appear to have been demanded, as in portions of
:Montana, where supplies were required for Gener~l Howard's command.
These stores have not been paid for, but the bills therefor will be
thoroughly scrutinized, and only such sums allowed as may appear just
to the seller and to the government.
The Subsistence Department bas been frequently called upon during
the past to issue subsistence stores to Indians, even at the risk of exhausting the supplies of the Army on the frontier. The transportation
to the distant posts is costly, difficult, and sometimes impracticable at
certain srasons of the year, and a careful consideration of the subject
has induced the belief that were all issues, both to the Army and to
Indians, made by the Subsistence Depa.rtment, a greater certainty of
supply would be secnred, with the advantage of the use of but one set
<>f issuing officers and employes. Officers of the Army now inspect
most of .the supplies purchased for the Indians.
BUREAU OF MILITARY JUS'l'ICE.

The Judge-Advocate-General earnestly recommends additional legislation which shall fix beyond question a specific period of limitation to
pro8ecution in cases of desertion.·
~
The 103d Article of War,_fixing the limit of time within which a person shall be liable to be tried and punished by a general court-martial,
is construed by the Attorney-General, as well as tile Judge-Advocate-
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General, to include the crime of desertion, while the contrary ha~ been
held by some militar-y authorities. The article says that" No person
shall be liable to be tried and punished by a general court-marti"al for
any offence which appears to have been committed more than two years
before the issuing of · the order for such trial, unless, by reason of having absented himself, or some other manifest impediment, he shall not
have been amenable to justice within that period." If the crime of
desertion be included, the question is, when does the time of limitation
commen~e ~ At the end of two years from t\J_e date of desertion, if no
arrest has meanwhile been made, or does it commence t wo years after
the expiration of the term for which. the solrlier enlisted ~ As there has
been much controversy ovP.r this question, it is recommended that it be
:finally set at rest by precise legislation.
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.

The Surgeon-General reports no materiaf change in the health of the
Army since the last annual report. He points once more to the insufficiency of the clerical force in · the record and pension division of his
office.
The records of the Surgeon-General's Office furnish the best possible
evidenee as to the cause of death in case of deceased soldiers and the
hospital record of invalids. For the want of an adequate clerical force
it bas been impossible to answer one-half the calls made by the Pension
Bureau and other departments for information to be derived from a
search of these records, and on the 1st of July 18,697 of such calls remained unanswered. 'rhe delay thus caused in the settlement of pension and other war-claims is a source of well·.grounded complaint, because it is an injustice toward a worthy and necessitous class of our citizens. I earnestly indorse the recommendation of the Surgeon-General
that a sufficient increase of clerical force be authorized.
The Surgeon-General .renews the recommendation made in a previous
report that authority for printing the catalogue of the Army Medical
Museum be granted, tlle work to be done by the Government Printer.
Its preparation bas required much labor, and there is no doubt as to its
utility to the medical profession if made accessible to them.
CHIEF OF ENGINEERS.

The report of the Chief of EngineP.rs states that work upon our seaCoast defenses has been practically limited to their care, presen7ation,
and partial repair; but he again urges the adoption of some reasonable
system of annual expenditure upon our harbor defenses.
Experiments and practice on the general system of torpedo defense
bave been continued at Willets Point. An appropriation of $100,000
for the coming year is recommended for this purpose, and for the purchase and storage of such portions of the material as would be immediately required in case of sudden hostilities. Detailed information in
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regard to each specific river and harbor improvement ~1ay be found .in
said report.
The requirements of the 3d section of the river and harbor act.of
August 14, 1876, relating to the prevention of trespass or injury to public works, were complied with by my predecesRor, and the forru of an
act, intended to cover all cases likely to arise, was submitted to Congress at its last session, but as action thereon was not taken, I ask attention to the necessity of such lt•gislation.
The appropriation made. in the sundry civil act of the last session of
Congress for the protection of the piers of the bridge across the Mississippi River at Rock Island, IlL, is being expended in 3(COHl2uce "it
the provisions of the act.
To comply with the joint resolution of March 3, 1877, a commission
was appointed to examin_e into tLe matter of contracts made between the
United States and the Moline Water Company as to the water-power at
Moline, Ill. The report of the cor.nmission will be duly transmitted.
In tbe survey of the northern and northwestern lakes under the Engineer Department, the triangulation has been carried from Westfield,
N. Y ., to Painesville, Ohio. The topography and hydrography have
been carried from A·shtabu1a, Ohio, to Vermillion, Ohio. The latitudes
and longitudes of Mount Forrest and Cairo, Ill., have been determined,
and assistance has been rendered in the telegraphic determination of the
longitudes of Fort Fetterman, in Wyoming Territory, and Forts Stockton, Concho, and McKavett, in Texas. The difference of level between
Lakes Michigan and Superior has been determined. A list of the new
~harts of the lakes, printed and vublished during the year, will be found
in said report. The survey of the Mississippi River, which bas been
~arried on by the officer charged with the lake survey, bas beeu extended from five miles above Cairo, III., to a -point eight miles above
Columbus, Ky. Volume II, Descriptive Geology; volume IV, Paleontology and Ornithology; and volume VI, Microscopical Petrography,
and the Geological and TopograplJical ·Atlas of the Geological Exploration of the 40th parallel; have been completed during the year, and are
now in the hands of the Public Printer. Volume I, Systematic Geology,
and volume VII, Vertebrate Paleontology, will soon be finished and
ready for the printer. 'l'hese reports will complete the work and publi~ations belonging to this survey.
The systematic survey of the .territory west of the lOOth meridian,
which for several years bas been carried on by engineer and other offi~ers of the Army, bas been continued during the year in portions of
California, Nevada, Colorado, and New Mexico. The continuation of
this useful' work, in its present satisfactory condition of organization,
will, it is hoped, commend itself to ~he favorable consideration of Congress.
The engineer officers on the staffs of the generals commanding the
western military divisions and departments have beeu engaged during
the year, with t~eir customary energy, in surveys in the" field, and in
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collecting and mapping the geographical and topographical infornation
obtained in scouts and campaigns agaim~t the hostile Indians. On account of the failure at the last session of Congress of the appropriation
asked for, the amount ~of fun(ls available was entirely inaclequate to the·
work required of these ~fficers, which is of importance to the different
bureaus of the War Department and to the Army. To enable them to
accomplish tbe greatest amount of work with the means at band, the
enlistment of topographical assistants . has be(m authorized, and good
results are expected from this economical mode of carrying on their ~ur
veys.
·The Engineer Department maps used by the troops engaged in the·
rec~nt campaigns against the Nez Perces and Sioux itave proved of
great utility, and it is desirable that the unexplored areas in the country traversed, or liable to be traversed, by the troops and hostile Indians
be mapped as rapidJy as possible.
ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT.

In consequence of the failure of the appropriations for the Army, the
manufacture of arms at the National Armor,y at Springfield was stopped
on the 1st July last, and there is now only on banda reserve supply
of eight thousand five hundred and fifty-two rifles and five thousand
nine hundred and eighty-three carbines, of the latest model. · It is the
opinion of the. department, as a measure of precaution and military foresight, that a much larger number of arms of the latest and most approved patterns should be on h:;tnd in our arsenals in case of emergency.
The present Springfield breech-loading rifle compares favorably with
the best arms here or abroad. It is an arm that may not l>e superseded
for some years, and if obliged to yield to one of superior merit, the effect
will not be to tender it obsolete, but to make it secondary only to one ·
. having greater rapidity of fire. In this view it is believed to be wise to·
lay up ~reasonable supply.
In the supply of metallic ammunition, it is reported that we arfr
lamentably deficient. Ten rounds per month per man for target practice had been allowed, but this was inad~quate for training the soldier
in the use of the rifle, and in the perfection of his marksmanship. Many
complaints from those in active service have resulted in an order doubling.
the allowance, making an annual expenditure of six millions of cartridges.
The appropriationR for the past Lave, however, been too small to render
this expenditure a judicious onP, and it is recommende<l that an increased
appropriation be made fqr metallic ammunition.
The subject of the organization, arming, and disciplining the militia
has received the attentive consideration of the Ohief of Ordnance, whose
department is required, under the act of 1808, to provi<le arms and
equipments for the whole body of · ruilit.ia. Under that act, an appropriation of $200,000 is annually made, which is not sufficient to arm anl~
equip more than 8,000 infantry. The organized militia of the States is.
ow reported at over 90,000 men, and if it be the purpose of Uongress.
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to encourage the increase and efficiency of this force, a much larger sum
than is now provided will be necessary. This matter is fully discussecl
in the report, to which I invite your earnest attention.
The armament of our sea-coast fortifications is progressing very
slowly. .A consideration of their urgent wants, the length of time ·required to supply them, the unprotected condition of our harbors, and
the absolute impossibility of providing for their defense in time of sudden danger, leads to the conclusion that it would be for the best inter. est of the country to provide a permanent annual appropriation for their
armament.
The sale of arsenals no longer needed, and the concentration of the
. ordnance-manufacturing establishments and depots of supplies, is again
urged; the simplest and most economical method suggested being the
sale of the former and the application of the proceeds to the construction of the latter, and this plan seems to be in accord with the .wishes of
Congress. Within the past few years eleven small arsenals ·have been
- disposed of by sale, under the sanction of Congress, or by transfer to
the line of the Army for its uses; but it would appear to be judicious
that wben a sale of such property is made, the proceeds should be devoted to the erection and repair of the larger arsenals that are retained.
Previous reports have given grave consideration to the subject of
claims against the, Ordnance Department, growing out of the alleged
infringement of the rights of individuals in the matter of patents
adopted and used in the manufacture of national arms. The Supreme
Court has held, in the case of the United States vs. Burns, (2 Wall., 252,)
"that the government cannot, after · the patent is issued, make use of
the improvement any more than a private individual, without license
of the inventor or making him compensation." But the department
has made use of inventions in the past, and claimants appear before
the Ordnance Bureau for compensation for such use, or bring personal .
'actions against officers of the department. Several such suits are now
pending, and,.if successful, renderthe officers personaliy liable, although
acting in the line of their duty and under ·orders-the department having no authority to pay compensation for the use, or to indemnify the
officer against whom judgment may be rendered. Some measure giving
a remedy to the claimant, without subjecting the officer to the anxieties
and embarrassments of a .suit, sho:uld be afforded by adequate legislation.
. FINANCIAL STATEMENT, ESTIMATES, ETC.

The ·estimates for this department for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1879, as revised, amount in the aggregate to the sum of $43,115,443.24,
as follows:
Salaries, contingent expenses, and postage ....•....•......•........•
Military establishment .....•.......• ·----· ..•••...........•......•
Public works .•.•.....•....••..1• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · · · - · - ·
Miscellaneous .................................. .:. ••..• ·• ~ ...••..•••..
Total ............. ~... . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . • . • . . . . • • . • . . . . . • • • • • .
Ill-W

$1,193,884
31,597,270
7,953,077
2,371,210

00
68
76
80

43, 115, 443 24
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These estimates are fully explained in the reports of the heads of
bureaus, which are submitted herewith.
The estimates for the support of the military establishment are for an
.Army of 25,000 enlisted men, and the aggregate thereof· may be in·
creased or diminished in proportion a,s the strength of the .Army is
fina1ly fixed at a larger or smaller number.
The estimates submitted by the chiefs of bureaus have, in some instances, been considerably reduced, and it is believed that the several
sums now asked are the lowest that can be approp).'iated consistently
with a just regard for the public interests. In the aggregate of these
estimates is included several items which are not submitted in pursuance of statutes requiring the annual expenditure of definite sums of
money, but relate to matters resting entirely in the discretion of Congress. Of this class are appropriations for fortifications and other works
of defense; river and harbor improvements; buildings and grounds iu
and around Washington; Washington .Aqueduct, and surveys. For
these purposes, estimates, aggregating $16,495,800, were submitted by
the Chief of Engineers. I have thought proper to reduce the estimates
for rivers and harbors to the aggregate of $5,015,000, and for fortifi·
cations to the aggregate of $620,000. It is proper, however, to observe
that the estimates for rh~ers and. harljlors, as presented by the Chief of
Engineers, were prepared and submitted by him in compliance with
numerous acts of Congress. These· acts require that, as to a very large
class of works where surveys have been ordered by Congress, or where
work has been commenced, there shall be an annual estimate of the
amount that can be profitably expended during the ensuing fiscal year .
.As instructed by these acts of Congress, and following a long-established custom, the Chief of Engil_leers has submitted his estimate~ He
has very properly, in view of the law, given his opinion, as an expert,
of the "amount which can be profitably expended in the next fiscal
year,'' but he has expressed no opinion as to the proper sum to be appropriated by Congress in view of the condition of the Treasury, the proba·
ble receipts of revenue, and the demands of the public ~ervice in other
departments. Upon this point be is not called upon for an opinion.
IMPROVEMENT OF THE MOUTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.

In order to enable this department to carry into effect, on behalf of
the United States, the provisions of the act of Congress authorizing
James B. Eads to construct such jetties and other auxiliary works as
are necessary to permanently maintain a wide and deep channel from
the Mississippi River through the South Pass to the Gulf of Mexico,
an officer of the Corps of Engineers is stationP-d at the South PaRs,
with instructions to report from time to time the nature and condition
of the work in progress, the depth of water and width of channel
cured and maintained.
The reports of March 16, 1877, and July 24,1877, showing the condi·

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

XXVII

tion of the work at those dates, and not heretofore communtcated to
Congress, are herewith transmitted. On the 31st of October a subsequent report, also transmitted herewith, showed a 20-foot channel at
average flood-tide through the bar, and throughout the pass and between the jetties, with a least width of 210 feet. The interruption to
navigation for a vessel drawing 22 feet was 430 feet in length, and the
channel was, with this exception, at least 160 feet wide. When a channel 22 feet in depth and 200 feet in width shall ha~e been attained, a
further sum of $500,000 will become due; and in respect to the time of
the probable attainment of this depth, the engineer inspecting-officer
reports:
It is probable that the aid of the new dredge-boat., if it is moderately successful,
may soon enable Mr. Eads to gain a channel 22 feet deep for a width of 200 feet throughout the jetties, and the chances are quite favorable for the attainment of such a channel in the early stages of low river by the help, possibly, of only an ordinary dredgingmachine, and later, perhaps, even without such aid. These statements are made because the law (act approved March 3, 1875) requires that the honorable Secretary of
War shall" embody in his annual reports the probable time when other payments will
become due."

Provision for this payment is made in the sundry civil act of March
3, 1877, vo1.19, p. 358, provided it becomes due prior to 1st of February,
1878. Should the contingency arise subsequent to that date, it would
appear that further provision must be m:tde by Congress for the payment.
It having been officially reported to me that the're ·was an open chan- ,
nel of greater depth than 18 feet at mean tide to and from the sea
through the South Pass to the nort of New Orleans, I directed, August
18, 1877, the suspension of the operations for the deepening of the South·
west Pass under the appropriation of August 14, 1876, in <}Ompliance
with the provisions of that act.
·
GEO. W. McCRARY,
Secretary of War.
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REPORT
OF

THE GENERAL OF THE ARMY.
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,

TYaskington, D. 0., November 7, 1877.
SrR: l\1y last annual report was dated November 10, 1876, and was
addressed to your predecessor, the Hon. J.D. Cameron. Since that date,
up to the present month, the Army has been so actively employed, and
divided into so many detachments, each engaged in some work o~ importance, that I find it difficult to give a concise and, at the same time,
a just account of their operations throughout the pas.t twelve months.
To this end I must repeat some fact.s stated in former reports.
·
The .Army of the United States is an organization minutely regulated
hy law, adapted to peace and war, whose parts are best explained by the
following tabular statements:
A.-Organization of the Regular Army, prepared ·by the AdjutantGeneral, October 12, 1877.
B.-" .E,eturn of actual st·rength," according to returns received at the
office of the Adjutant-General up to the same date, October 12,1877; from
which it will be seen that the Regular Army at that date was composed

ofGeneral ufficers .........•..........•.... ~ •.....•...•.•.....•...............
General staff-officers ........ ·.............................................. .
Hospital stewards...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
186
Engineer Battalion..................................................
199
Ordnance enlisted men .......................... ,...................
34(:)

11

566

Enlisted men of staff corps .................................... ..... .
Ten regiments of cavalry:
Officers ...................... ·......................•........ -~......
439
Enlisted men ...•....•....•....••...•.......•.••..................•. ·. 7, 911

731

Cavalry .............................................. _..... _....... .
Five regiments of artillery:
_
284
Officers ...................................•.....• - .........• :. . • . . . .
Enlisted men .............................•......................... 2, 321

8,350

Artillery ..........................•.........•.....•....•..•.........
Twenty-five regiments of infantry: .
0 ffi cers. . . • • .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 877
Elisted men .....................••....•.............. ___ ..... _. . . . . . 8, 778

2,605

· Infantry ...•.......................•..•••. ·----- ...........••.......
Besides which there are reported as non-commissioned staff, unattached to regiments, Military Academy, recruits unassigned, Indian scouts, and prison-

9,655

Si:~:[g'o~~o~-~t-i~-~-~o~~~~---_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_·_:·_-_-_·_-_:·.-.·. :::·.:·. :·.:·.: :::~ ~~ ~ ~:::

1,877

Retired officers ..........................•.........•.......................
And captain United States Army by act of Congress ....................... .

301

Aggregating officers and men............................... . . . . . . . •• •

24, 501

404

1

of which the force available for war is made up of the cavalry, artillery,
and infantry regiments, amounting to 20,610 officers and men, to which
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should be added the eleven general officers and the officers of the general staff serving with them, together ·with 570 Indian scouts.
To exhipit the stations and duties of these troops, I submit tabular
statementsC-1, 2, and 3. Distribution of troops in the Military Division of the
Missouri.
D~1 and 2. Distribution of troops in the Military Division of the
.Atlantic.
E.-Distribution of troops in the Military Division of the Pacific.
F.-Department of West Point.
G.-Statem~nt showing the organization of the enlisted men of the
Regular Army, compiled from returns received at the .Adjutant~General's
Office up to October 31, 1877.
H.-Report of Adjutant-General, recruiting service.
I.-Report of Inspector-General.
For convenience of administration and to fix responsibility, the countr.v
is divided into ten military departments, each of which is commanded
by a brigadier-general, or by the senior colonel serving in the department, specially empowered by the President of the United States.
These departments are then grouped into three geographical divisions,
commanded by the Lieutenant-General and by two of the major-generals.
There is also. the Department of West Point, commanded by MajorGeneral Schofield, which is somewhat exceptional in its nature, designed to give due importance to the Military .Academy, and to vest
the commanding general thereof with power to exercise all the functions
necessary to insure perfect discipline and ttiorough administration.
Each division and department commander has made an annual report,
accompanied by similar reports from his several staff officers; but as
these latter are very voluminous, I have taken the liberty to segregate for
printing -s uch only as are necessary to illustrate the principal points,
leaving the original manuscripts on file with the .Adjutant-General for
reference when needed.
The Military Division of the Missouri, Lieutenant-General Sheridan
commanding, embraces the Departments of Dakota, Platte, Missouri,
and Texas, commanded respectively by Brigadier-Generals Terry, Crook,
Pope, and Ord.
The Military Division of the Atlantic, Major-General Hancock commanding, embraces the Departments of the East, South, and Gulf, commanded by himself, by Col. T. H. Ruger, and Brigadier-General Augur,
respectively.
The Military Division of the Pacific, Major-General McDowell com·
manding, embraces the Departments of the Columbia, California, antl
Arizona, commanded by Brigadier-General Howard~ by himself, and
·
Col. A. V. Kautz.
I now invite your special attention to their annual reports, marked1. Report of Lieutenant-General Sheridan, Division of the Missouri.
2. Report of Brigadier-General Pope, Department of the Missouri.
3. Report of Brigadier-General Terry, Department of Dakota.
3 A. Report of 8olonel Gibbon, Seventh Infantry.
3 B. Report of Colonel Sturgis, Seventh Cavalry.
3 C. Report of Colonel Miles, Fifth Infantry.
3 D. Letter of General Howard to General 8heridan.
4. Report of General Ord, bepartmeut of Texas.
4 A. List of persons killed by Indians.
4 B. Letter of John H. Evans.
5. R port of Brigadier-Gene.ral Crook, Department of the Platte.
u. Report of Iajor-Genera.l Hancock, Divi ion of the Atlantie.
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Report of Brigadier-General Augur, Department of the Gulf.
Report of Colonel Ruger, Department of the South.
·
Report of Major-General McDowell, Division of the Pacific.
Report of Brigadier General Howard, Department of the Columbia.
10 A. Report of General Howard: Operations against tlle Nez
Perces.
10 B. List of killed and wounded in Captain Perry's command.
11. Report of Colonel Kautz, Department of Arizona.
·
12. Report of Major-General Schofield, Department of West Point.
In reviewing these reports, I will not follow the order of rank, but of
geography.
.
General Hancock's command embraces substantially all the country
east of the Mississippi, bordering· the northern lakes, the Atlantic and
Gulf coasts, including the many forts long since _!)uilt in the interest of
commerce. During the past summer he was compelled to abandon most
of them to use the troops in protecting property against rioters, a full
account of wllich is embraced in his report. Happily these disorders
haYe ceased, nnd the troops have been returned to their proper posts,
except the Second and Third Regiments of Iufantry~ which have been
detached to the Indian frontier. I beg to invite your special attention
to the following extract from General Hancock's report:
7.
8.
9.
10.

The same day (July 23) I received at Philadelphia a dispatch from the AdjutantGeneral, which I quote in full. It was of the utmost importance to me in the grave
situation of affairs within the limits of my divi~<ion. The dispatch was as follows:
"The Secretary of War directs me to say the President desires you to understand
that you have full authority to move any troops within your division as you may think
necessary during these disturbances, only informing this office. All information which
may aid you concerning any point within your division will be sent from here, and the
President relies on your discretion to do all that is possible within the law to preserve
peace."
This greatly amplified my authority, as under the system which has usually characterized our period of peace, but which has received extraordinary development during
the past few years, there were many military stations and organizations in my command
·over which I had no control. For instance, the engineer post at Willets Point, with its
garrison of about one hundred and fifty men; the recruiting depots at Fort Columbus,
New York Harbor, and Columbus Barracks, Ohio; the various arsenals, which I neecl
not enumerate, with their material and garrisons, as well as the independe~t depots of
the Quartermaster's and Medical Departments. The duties required of me could not
have been properly performed without the authority conferred, and in fact no inportant military operations could be conducted_to a successful issue without that authority
being invested in the commanding general.

I indorse unequivocally eyery word that General Hancock reports.
In time of war the power described by General Hancock is never questioned, but in time of peace this power is exercised by the heads of
bureaus in Washington, and taken from the division commander, thereby crippling him so that, in fact, he cannot act with any degreeof confidence, or supply his troops on a sudden emergency. By extending
. General Hancock's command over the establishments he describes, the
President would be certain that those establishments would be kept in
perfect order at all times, and there is no more danger of General Hancork abusing- such power than in intrusting him with the lives of his men
and honor of his country, as is now the case.
I recommend that the, dispatch of General Townsend to General Hancock, of July 23, 1877, be publiahed in orders, and that tlle Secretary of
War except from its terms such arsenals of construction and such general d~pots of supply as he may desire to retain subject to his own control.
·
General Sheridan's command embraces substantiallv the vast territory west of the Mississippi, to and including the RockyvMountains from
the Canadian line to the Mexican frontier, containing the great majority
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of the nomadic and hostile Indians of the country, complicated also by
troubles alway~ incident to a foreign bor:der north and south. This
territory, as before stated, is divided into four departments, commanded
by Generals Terry, Crook, Pope, and Ord. The reports of all these
officers are so full and complete that I can add nothing but compliments
to them and their subordinates, for courage, skill, and ~heerful performance of hard duty, which merit substantial recoguition ·at the hands of
the governmen~. I quote from General Sheridan'$ report:
The troubles on the Mexican border, the Indian outbreak on the western frontier of
New Mexico, and the Indian war in the Departments of the Platte and Dakota, have
kept the small and inadequate force in this division in a constant · state of activ~ty,
and almost without rest night and day. Some of the cavalry regiments have, dunng
the spring and summer, traveled in pursuit of Indians, and for the purpose of protecting exposed settlements, a rlistance of over four thousand miles, and the bard work
and wear and tear upon both men and animals in those frontier campaigns can be fully
appreciated only by those who are familiar with the country operated in, and who know
its character, the long distances to be overcome, and the great difficulty of furnishing
supplies. This condition of affairs is not only true for the past year, but it bas bee_n
nearly the same thing for the past ten years, and I think I can safely say that for this.
length of time no men have ever worked harder or shown a higher sense of duty than
the little army which bas defended our rapidly-extending western settlements.
.
The expense and very great loss of life attending these operations have arisen prmcipally from being obliged to use an inadequate force to perform services which, to
,accomplish quickly and properly, required at least double its numbers. If the companies bad been filled to one hundred men each, the additional expense would not have
been so great in the end as it bas now proved to be with companies ranging from thirty
to forty men. Then the Indian troubles might have been settled promptly, and there
is a strong probability that they woulrl not have occurred at all; and I therefore respectfully recommend an increase of all the companies in the service to one hundred
men each. I believe it would be true economy, and at the same time it would enable
the .Army to satisfactorily perform the work required of it.
.
During the last two years the ratio of loss of officers and men in proportion to the
number engaged in this division in the Indian wars bas been equal to or greater than
the ratio of loss on either side in the present Russo-Turkish campaign or in the late
civil war in this country.
While the Indian troubles in this division are over for the present, I cannot say that
they are finally ended. Complications are still liable to arise, and our experience should
teach us to be better prepared than we have hitherto been.

I agree with General Sheridan perfectl.Y in what he states, and, further;
that our weakness is well known to the Indian-our inveterate enemy;
the enemy to cultivation, to labor of any sort, and to all civiliza,tion;
and that this very weakness entails on the General Government the great
cost of Indian wars.
We now have an army organization-good enough, yet susceptible
of improvement-consisting of ten cavalry regiments of twelve companies each, five artillery regiments of twelve companies each, and
twenty-five regiments of infantry of ten companies each, making forty
regiments of four hundred and thirty companies, which, if filied up
to one hundred enlisted men each, would make forty-three thousand
men, besides the numerous detachments which have always been maintained, and probably always will be, in spite of the necessity for keeping
the regiments to their maximum strength, so that it would necessitate
an army of nearly fifty thousand men to fulfill General Sheridan's recommendation. I despair of success in such an application to Oongres~, but earnestly recommend such legislation as will give us twentyfive thousand men for the regiments of the line. This would make, for
t~e present, four hundred and thirty companies-an average of fifty~lght men to a company. I believe it to be wrong and damaging to
mcrease the cavalry at the expense of the artillery and infantry. The
latter do as good service as the cavalry, are as neces~ary, and cost much
less for maintenance. All are equally necessary, and should be on a par,
but the President should have the ri~ht to increase companies stationed
at exposed points at the loss of the others not similarly situated.
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In referring to the Nez Perce war, I will again refer to the troops
under General Sheridan's command, for although that war originated
in the Department of Columbia, theretreat of the Nez Perces brought
them into the theater of operations of General Sheridan's troops, who ·
in fact made the capture.
General McDowell's division ern braces the States and Territories
bordering on the Pacific Ocean. His report, with those of the Departments of the Columbia and Arizona, contains all material facts. The
Indians of that region have been gradually assembled by tribes and .
families on small reservations, wide apart, and by reason of the natural
antagonism of the races, the troops have been subdivided into small
detachments occupying points near or on those reservations. The settlement of the Pacific States and Ten:itories has been very rapid, and
in consequence conflicts. of interest between the two races have been
frequent, as, for example, the Rogue River war in 1854-'55, Steptoe's war
in 1857, Wright's in 1858, the Modoc war in 1871, and the Nez Perce
in 1877, besides. the interminable conflicts with the Apaches and other
tribes of Arizona, which we inherited from Mexico, and which at this
very moment still continue.
The recent war with the Nez Perces was so unexpected, and has been
attended with such varied and interesting incidents, covering a vast
surface of country utterly regardless of boundary-lines, that I find it
necessary to embrace it more at length and in detail than is ordinarily
called for where an Indian war is usually confined to a smaller area,
generally to a single department. The best connected account of the
Nez Perce Indians which I have been able to find is in the report of
Col. B. Clay Wood, assistant adjutant-general, dated Portland, Oreg.,
January 8, 1876, with a supplementary report of August 1,.1876, describing two interviews with Joseph and others of the tribes· at the
agency and at Fort Lapwai. ''The census of the tribe in 1851 was officially reported as one thousand eight hundred and eighty." "In November, 1875, the population is stated in the annual report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs at two thousand eight hundred, of whom
one thousand three hundred and twenty are males." The reservation at
Lapwai is seven hundred and forty-six thousand six hundred and fiftyone acres, and on this are located the principal part of the Nez Perce
Indians; . but ever since. the treaty of 1863, Joseph and .his party have
claimed the boundaries of the re8ervation as established by the Stevens
treaty of 1855. more especially that part of it west of Snake River,
known as the Wallowa Valley. Though this valley never was the home
of Joseph and his confederates, who usually lived on Salmon and Snake
Rivers, still for some reason they cling to this particular tract, "Wallowa," and it was conceded to them by the President (Grant) in his executive order of June 16, 1873; but on the lOth of June, 1875,. this order was revoked, and all that part of Oregon west of Snake River, embracing the Wallowa, was restored to the· public domain, has been partial1y surveyed, forms a part of Union Uounty, Oregon, and settlers
have acquired legal titles under the laws of the United States. (See·
map of Oregon accompanying the report of Commissioner General Land
Office for 1876.)
On the 23d of June, 1876, one of Joseph's band was killed by two
white men, (Finley and another,) which produced commotion, and was
·one of the reasons for Colonel Wood to seek an interview with Joseph,
chief of the non.treaty Nez Perces. .At this interview Joseph stated
his own case in these words:
·
That it was 'true one of his brothers bad been killed by whites in Wallowa Valley;
that the Indian who was killed was much respected by the tribe, and was always con-
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sidered a quiet, peaceable, well-disposed man; that the whites who killed him were
bad, quarrelsome men, and the aggressive party; that the whites in the valley were
instigated by those in authority, and others in Grand Ronde Valley, to assault and injure the Indians while fishing and hunting in that section of country; that he wished
the white man who killed the Indian brought to the agency to be there confronted with
his accusers.
Joseph said that among the Indians the chiefs controlled the members of their band,
and had power to prevent bad Indians doing wicked things; and he reasoned that
those in authority over t,he whites had, or should have, the same control over white
men, and hence the white authorities in the vicinity of Wallowa Valley and elsewhere
were directly responsible for the killing of his brother; that his brother's life was of
great value; that it was worth more than the Wallowa Valley; that it was worth more
than this country; that it was worth more than all the world; that the value of his
life could not be estimated; nevertheless, that now, since the murder had been done,
since his brother's life had been taken in Wallowa Valley, his body buried there, and
the earth had drunk up his blood, that the valleY' was more sacred to him than ever
before, and he would and did claim it for the life taken; that he should hold it for
himself and his people from this time forward, forever; and that all the whites must
be removed from the valley.
·

Major Wood, in reply, explained that the white men would be indicted and " tried by a court having jurisdiction in the vicinity of the
locality where the crime was committed, (probably the town of
Union,) and that the witnesses (Indians or others) would be summoned
to appear and give their evidence," and that their claim to the Wallowa Valley would probably be submitted to a commission of five distinguished g:entlemen, to be appointed from Washington, &c.
For a more perfect understanding of the cause of theN ez Perce war
I again refer to the two reports of Colonel Wood, which are in print,
and I have only extracted so much as seemed necessary to an understanding of the first events h.ereafter recorded, and because the same
general conditions exist with other Indian tribes in Idaho, Oregon, and
Washington Territories, which may lead to similar results.
The Nez . Perce tribe bas a good reservation, with clearly defined
boundaries, sufficient to give each and every one a home. The bulk of
the tribe has long resided thereon, and most of it has remained there
during the recent hostilities, which were confined to Joseph and the
non-treaty Nez Perces, with other malcontents-in all about five hundred males.
The settlements in that part of Oregon and Idaho are much exposed
and scattered, and the danger to life was so great from an outbreak of
these Indians that General Howard, corumanding the department, made
extraordinary efforts to adjust the difficulty as well as the case would
admit of, so as to avoid conflict.
The agent for this tribe, .T. B. Monteith, esq., resided at the agency
on the reservation east of Snake River, in the Territory of Idaho, and
the Indian Bureau always contended. that Joseph and his band rightfully belonged on that reservation and was bound by the treaty of 1863,
which did not include the Wallowa Valley, which lies west of Snake
River in the State of Oregon. An immense amount of ~orrespondence
and negotiation followed·, when the whole subject was submitted, by the
Secretary of the Interior, to a commission composed. of D. H. Jerome,
esq., General 0. 0. Howard, William Stickney, esq., A. C. Barstow, esq.,
and Maj. H. C. Wood, which resulted in the final instructions of the
Acting Secretary of the Interior, Charles T. Gorham, esq., addressed to
the See.retary of War, embouying the letters of J. Q. Smith, Uommissioner of Indian Affairs, dated Washington, March 6, 1877, and of J.
B. Monteith, United States Indian agent, dated Lapwai, Idaho Territory,
February 9, 1877, which letters were, in due course of official usage, sent
to me anu by me indorsed to General McDowell, commanding Military
Di~i ion of the Pacific, to order the necessary force to be supplied the
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agents of the Indian Bureau, to compel the removal of these non-treaty
Nez Perces to .the reservation of their tribe.
All these paper-s are em bodied with General McDowell's report, along
with his own ins't ructions to General Howard, commanding the Department of the Columbia, in these words:
The division commander bas examined the various papers transmitted from the
headquarters of the Army, bereinuefore referred to, and it seems to him that the Indian Bureau anticipate possiule, not to say probable, resistance to the demand on
Joseph to remove to the reservation. In fact the case seems not unlike that of the
recent difficulty with the Sioux, which resulted in the war of last year against these
Indians.
It is therefore of paramount importance that none of the responsibility of any
step which may be made shall be initiated by the military authorities. You are to
occupy ·wallowa Valley in the interest of peace. You are to comply with the request of
the Department of the Interior, as set forth in the papers sent you, tn the extent only
of rne1·ely protecting and aiding them, in the execution of their instructions.

On the 19th of May General Howard again had a conference with
Joseph · and others, and reported the result of his "talk" with the
chiefs on the 21st, " that they yielded a constrained compliance with
tue orders of the g·overnment, and had been allowed thirty days in
which to gather in their people, stock," &c.
On the 14th of June the Indians belonging to Joseph from Wallowa,
White Bird from Salmon River, and Looking Glass from Clearwater,
bad assembled near Cottonwood Creek, on the border of the reservation, seemingly in compliance with their engagement, when news
reached General Boward that four white men had been murdered on
John Day's Creek, to the south of this reservation, by. some of the
young Nez Perce braves, anJ that White Biro had mounted his horse
and proclaimed he would not go on the reservation. General Howard
was then at Fort Lapwai, which was garrisoned by Captain Perry's
company (F) and Oaptain Trimble's company, (H,) First Cavalry, and
a company of the Twenty-first Infantry.
Colonel Watkins, indian inspector, and Agent Monteith, were at the
agency. General Howard put himself in communication with these
agents of the Indian Bureau, who sent out messengers and got authentic
accounts of the murders already committed, embracing the four at
J olm Day's Creek and many others: Great alarm spread in the conntry round about, and General Howard dispatched the two cavalry com. panies, under Captain Perry, numbering ninety-nine men, to the scene
of disorder. I1ieutenant TheHer, Twent~'-first Infantry, was attached to
Captain Perry's company in place of his own lieutenant, (Bomus,) who
was quartermaster of the post.
Captain Perry proceeded rapidly by night to the Indian camp on Ootto·nwood and fouud it vacant; then to Grangerville, and thence to the
head of White Bird Canon, making seventy miles, with the loss of two
nights' sleep. There be fomid the Indian camp, and assisted by eleven
citizen \olunteers proceeded at once to the attack. The Indians seemed /
to be well prepared, for they repulsed the attack and compelled the
command to fall back, fighting over most difficult ground to Grangerville, losing Lieutenant Tbeller and thirty-three enlisted men. killed.
This fight occurred June 17, but, apprehending trouble, General Howbard ad previously, on tbe15tb, ordered forward from Vancouver, WallaWalla, and Wallow·a, Whipple's and Winter's co1npanies of cavalry,
five companies of the Twenty-first Infantry, and Miller's company of the
Fourth Artillery, making an effective force of two hundred and twentyseven men. As soon as he learned that Perry had been defeated; he
determined to take the field in person with this force, so as to bold the
Indians in check, while emboldened by their success at White Bird
Calion, until he could bring forward every available man of ·his depart-
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ment, and also could be re-enforced from the direction of California. His
first attention had to be given to the protection of families alarmed and
terrified by the inurders· already committed, and still mJre by ·the hundreds of wild reports which always attend and aggravate Indian wars.
Even at this date I am unable to state the exact number cf murders
committed by the Nez Perm~s prior to Captain Perry's attack on their
camp, but General McDowell reports, under date of October 17:
I am since informed that the immediate cause ·of this outbreak was different from
that reported, and that instead of being a retaliation for the murder of one of their
nnrnber, it was a deliberate act on the part of some Indian outlaws, who have nothing
to gain and all to lose by going on the reservation, and who :fired ·the Indian heart by
deliberate murders, :md thus forced the chiefs to go with them. The latter feeling
that they were irretrievably compromised in the eyes of the whites by the dreadful
acts of their peoP.le, threw themselves into the conflict, the commencement of wh1ch
they had not sanctioned.
l

Having thus endeavored to describe the ca,ttse and beginning of the
Nez Perce war, I leave General Howard to deucribe t.he minute details
of its conduct in his report inclosed herewith, mark~d "10 A," which
gives a connected narration from June 15 to August 27 1 1877.
Re-enforcements were promptly dispatched by the division commander,
General McDowell, but these had to be drawn by driblets from the
small and remote posts along the Pacific coast as far south as Yuma,
and, on General Boward's application for further re-enforcements at
Army headquarters, the ~econd Infantry Colonel vVheaton, was sent
from South Uarolina.
By the 8th of July Genetal Howard had collected a force sufficient to
justify him in resuming t.h~ offensive, viz, about four hundred men; and
on the 11th be discovered the enemy in a deep ravine on Clearwater,
near the mouth of Cottonwood Creek, where be at once attacked them.
The ground was difficult, so that the fight was at first desultory; but.
on the next day the Indians. were fairly defeated and driven in confusion, losing their cam·p and much provision. General Howard reports
twenty-three warriors killed, twice as many wounded, twenty-three
warriors taken prisoners, and seventeen women and children. made
captive. His own loss was thirteen men killed, two officers and twentytwo 1pen wounded. This battle was chiefl,y important because it prevented other Indians, similarly situated, from joining the hostHe Nez
Perces, and gave increased confidence to the. settlers, many of whom
had abandoned their farms. On the 15th ·a messenger reached General
Howard, from .Joseph, to ascertain the terms on which he might surrender; but, believing it to be a ruse to gain time, he did not permit any
delay, and on the 17th Joseph began his famous retreat eastward, toward the buffalo country, by the Lolo tr.ail.
General Howard was authori~ed from the start to proceed without
regard to boundary-lines of mili ary departments; but having defeated
Joseph, he, with perfect propriet,y delayed pursuit for some days, togive increased security to the people in his rear as against apprehended
and possible danger, also to enable his own re-enforcements to come upwithin reach. He then reorganized his command, Rending one force Ul>north in to the Spokane country; another was held in reserve near the
Indian reservation, and be himself with a select force (described in his.
report) started in pursuit on the .Lolo trail. This is universally admitted by all who have traveled it-from Lewis and Clarke to Captain 'Vinter -as one of the worst trails for man and beast on this continent.
These very Nez 'Perces had for years been in the habit of going from
Oregon to the Yellowstone and Muscleshell country to bunt buffalo and
to cnre meat. Therefore, as suon as the telegraph carried news that

G ENERA.L OE' THE ARMY.

ll

Joseph had started on the Lolo trail, the people of Montana became
alarmed.
There was but a single regiment of infantry (Seventh) in all Montana,
Col. John Gibbon commanding, distributed to five posts, four on the
eastern border and one on the western, with two small companies, A
and G, commanded by Captain Rawn, who were employed in building
the new post at Missoula. It is near this place that the Lolo trail
debouches into the Bitter Root Valley, the western settlement of
:Montana. Joseph had many personal acquaintances among the settlers, some or which are civilized Flatheads, and he managed with Indian
cunning, to cause information to go ahead that he was bound for the
buffalo country; that if permitted to go on unmolested he would do nodamage; that he had no quarrel with the people of Montana, only with
General Howard, &c. But hearing of the approach of these Indians,
Captain Rawn left his post in the valley, and with his small command
intrenched himself in the Lolo trail, in order to hold the Nez Perces in
check till GeneraJ..Howard could come up from the west, or Colonel Gibbon
could reach him from the east. Captain Rawn bad with him only forty
men, but quite a force of citizeu volunteers assembled at. his redoubt toassist him. The Indians reached Rawn's fort July 28, passed around it
into Bitter Root Valley in such numbers that be was not justified in
attacking them outside his intrenchments, and with a large herd of
horses passed deliberately up the Bitter Roat Valley, (which is well
settled,) doing little comparative damage to· the inhabitants. Colonel
Gibbon was then at Fort Shaw, but by the 27th of July he had drawn
to him what few men could be spared from Benton and Baker, marched
rapidly one hundred and fifty miles to Missoula, tllen taking every man
that could be spared from there, he started in pursuit with fifteen officers and one llundred and forty-six men, (afterward increased by thirty·
four citizens.)
· Colonel Gibbon's report llerewith, marked '' 3 A," is so spirited that I
prefer to let him tell his own story; suffice it for me to say that· he overtook the enemy on a branch of Big Hole, or Wisdom River, surprised
them at daybreak of August 9, and for a time had the Indians at his
mercy; but their numbers so i'ar exceeded his own that be, in turn, was
compelled to seek cover in a point of timber, where be fought on thedefensive till the Indian& withdrew at 11 p. m. of the' lOth. ·
Colonel Gibbon reports his loss at two officers, six citizens, and twentyone enlisted men killed; five officers, four citizens, and thirty-one men
wounded; and on the part of the enemy, eighty-three were buried on
the field, "and six dead were afterward found in a ravine at some distance ·a way." It is otherwise ·known that the India,ns sustained a very
heavy and nearly fatal loss in wounded in this fight, and could Colonel
Gibbon ·have had another hundred men the Nez Perce war would have
ended right there. ·
At 10 a.m. of the lHh General Howard arrived with a small escort, well
in advance of his main command, and his approach may have hastened
the departure of the enemy, which bad occurred as before stated at 11
p. m. the night before; and on the next morning his medical officers,
Surgeon C. T. Alexander and Assistant Surgeon Fitzgerald also reached
Colonel Gibbon's command, and" gave the wounded the much-needed
attendance" absolutely required, because Colonel Gibbon had no medical
officer along.
On the 13th Colonel Gibbon ordered to duty with General Howard
three of his officers and fifty men, and with the remainder, being him~
self wounded, he began his return via Deer Lodge, leaving General
Howard to resume his long pursuit. Happening myself to be iu Mon-.
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tana at the time, I saw in what estimation Colonel Gibbon and his
handful of troops were held, and I heartily joined in the general sentiment; also having at a later period visited his wounded at Deer Lodge,
among them several citizens-! now recommend that the families of
the killed and of the wounded citizens, who volunteered under such circumstances, be placed on the footing of soldiers as to pensions. The
wounded of all classes bad received every possible care at Deer Lodge.
From Gibbon's battle-field on Big Hole General Howard resumed
the pursuit. His .men had had a very bard mareh across the mountains
and up the Bitter Root Valley. He followed to Horse Prairie and Junction · Station, then threw a force of forty cavalry and some scouts
toward Henry's Lake, designing to "intercept and hinder the enemy"
so as to overtake them with 4is main command; but 'this party after
waiting some days returned, leaving the . route open -to the Indians .
• be Indians ·seem to have delayed some days on and near the stageroad leading from the Pacific Railroad to Helena, interrupting travel,
cutting off telegraphic communication, and cansing much alarm to the
people generally. General Howard was at Pleasant Valley on the stageroad, August 18; the Indians at Dry Creek Station. On the 19th
General Howard left the stage-road toward the east, struck the trail,
and made camp eighteen miles distant, at Camas Prairie. Here the
Indians turned on him, stampeded and run off at daylight of the 20th
his pack-train, which was partially recovered by his cavalry. In this
fight Captain Norwood's company (L, Second Uavalry) made a handsome fight. ·General Howard was soon after compelled to give his men
and animals some rest, and take time to collect food and clothing. It
was during this rest, at Henry's Lake, that be made his report of
August 27, hereinbefore referred to. I recognize the full measure of the
labors, exposure, fatigue, and fighting of 'General Howard and his corn- ·
mand, having personally seen much of the route over which be passed,
and knowing the great difficulty of procuring food for men and horses
in that mountain region. It is simply impossible for infantry, or even
cavalry with their single horses to overtake Indians, who drive along
a herd, changing from a tir~d horse to one comparatively fresh at
pleasure, knowing the country perfectly, ready to hide in the many
rocky canons, ravines, and dense. woods in which that country abounds,
and able· with a small rear-guard to hold at bay any number in pursuit, who often for miles must follow trails in single file. Happening to be in l\'Iontana at the time, and not wishing to complicate matters by exercising any command except to assist \vhere possible, I
.gave up my cavalry escort which I bad brought up from Tongue River,
and was pleased to learn that it was of material assistance to Gen-eral Howard at Camas on the 20th of August. Several dispatches passed
between General H(JWard and myself, which I insert here entire, because
they explain themselves. They have never heretofore been published
in full, while garbled parts of them have somehow without authority
reached the press and were misconstrued:
HELE ~.\,August

21, 1877.

To General HowARD:
~ust arrived at Helena . . Will remain till I know you are all right and have everythnw. Telegraph me some account of affairs that I can understand. What is your
f orce? \Yhat your plans? Spare nothing to insure success.
W. T. SHERMAN, General.
VIRGINIA, MONT., .A'ugust 24, 1877.
To General \V. T. SHER?>IAN, F01·t. 'haw:
~u t arrived here. to com~unicate with General McDowell. After extraordinary
eftort to overtake Glbbon, with hor es much jaded: I moved rapidly to head off Iudi.ans
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at or near Pleasant Valley. They delayed me a little. by their apparent move westward
by head of Horse Prairie and Lemhi, but I did not lose a march. Sent a small force to
Henry's Lake to skirmish with and delay them; officer staid four days, and concluded
that they had broken for the Wind River country. The next day, however, (the 2:3d,)
the Indians passed Henry's Lake, through Loches Pass, with my force in close pursuit.
At Camas Meadows they stampeded a part of my mules, just before dawn, and in the
effort to recover them brought on a sharp skirmish, after which they fled as usual.
My command stays at Henry's Lake for supplies, while my Indian scouts watch and
bother the hostiles. What I wish is from some eastern force, the hostiles be headed
off before they disaffect the Crows or unite with Sioux. ·
They have had some re-enforcements in Montana, picked up plenty of excellent stock,
and though worried and depleted in numbers, are still able to give battle and do much
damage. They have the best arms and plenty of ammunition.
I hear that Miles, probably Sturgis, is on the Yellowstone, not far from my front. Is
that true f My force, all told, is about two hundred cavalry, three hundred infantry,
fifty scouts, and fifty armed ;pioneers.
My command is so much worn by overfatigue and jaded animals that I cannot push
it much farther. If Miles or Sturgis is near by, with Norwood's company just sent to
Ellis, and the fifty Indian scouts that I will send thither, or on the heels of the hostiles, I thi:qk I may stop near where I am, and in a few days work my way back to
Fort Boise slowly, and distribute my troops before snow falls in the mountains.
Wheaton has returned to Lewiston, Idaho, from his successful march northward, and
will pick up any small hostile parties skulking-In hi,s neighborhood.
·
HOWARD,
Comrnand·ing Depctrtment.
FORT SHAW, MONTANA, A1tg1tst 24, 1877r
General HOWARD, Vi1·ginia City:
I don't want to give orders, as this may confuse Sheridan and Terry; but that force
of yours should pursue the Nez Perces to the death, lead where they may. Miles is
too far off, and I fear Sturp;is is too slow. If you are tired,. giye the command to some
young energetic officer, and let him follow them, go where they may, holding his men
well in band, subsisting them on beef gathered in the country, with coffee, sugar, and
salt on packs. For such a stern chase infantry are as good as cavalry. Leave to Sturgis to head them off if he c.a u. I will be at Helena on Tuesday next. No time should
be lost. I don't know your officers, but you can select the commander and order
accordingly. When the Indians are caught, your men can march to the Pacific Railroad
and reach their posts by rail and steamboat . . They are not needed back in California
and Oregon now, but are needed just where they are.
•
SHERMAN, General.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT 01!' THE COLUMBIA,
·
August 27, 1877.
ToW. T. SHERMAN,
General United States 'A1·my, Helena, Montana:
Yours of 26th (24th) received. You misunderstood me. I never flag. It was the
command, including the. most energetic young oilicers, that were worn out and weary
by a most extraordinary march. You need not fear for the campaign. Neither you
nor General McDowell can doubt my pluck and energy. My Indian scouts are on the
heels of the enemy. My supplies have just come, and we move in the morning and
will continue to .the end. I sent Cushing and Norwood, now en 1·oute, two days ago to
operate from Ellis and Crow agency. Indians captured a party of eight gentlemen
and two ladies on Lower Geyser Basin, Friday evening last. Hostiles will probably
eros~:~ Stinking River about one hundred miles southeast from Crow agency.
HOWARD,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Department.
HELENA, A1tgust 28, 1877.
General 0. 0 . HowARD, via Virginia City:
. Just back from Benton. Got your dispatch of 27th. Glad to £nd you so plucky.
Have every possible faith in your intense energy, but thought it probable you were
'Yorn out, and I sometimes think men of less age and rank are best for Indian warfare. They have more to make. I think Sturgis will look out for your Indians at
Clark's Fork, and that Sheridan will have another party at Camp Brown, and still
a ?ot~er at th_e bead of Tong~e River. But my idea is that the Nez Perces expect to
h1~le m ~he B1g Horn Mountams, about Stinking Water, trusting to your stopping pursmt. Were your force to return 'to Idaho now, these Indians would surely return to
Montana. I start on Thursday for Missoula and Walla-Walla. Will report you all well.
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.
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FORT SHAw, MoNTANA, Angust 24, 1877.
General P. H. SHERIDAN, Chicago, Ill.:
Dispatch received. I don't think Howard's troops will ,catch Joseph, but they will
follow, trusting to yom·troops heading them off when they come out on the east of the
mountains. Will be back to Helena next Tuesday.
W. T. SHERMAN,
· General.

From Henry's Lake, in Montana, August 27, to Bear-paw Mount
.ain, Dakota, September 30, I have no connected report of General
. Howar(l's march and operations, but I have no doubt his promised supplementary report will soon be received, it may be in time to accompany
this report. All he could do was to follow where the Indians led, and
this be did, with . praiseworthy zeal and perseverance. On others
·devolved the task of "heading off" and "capture." The Indians \vere
already in General Sheri(lan's division, and he promptly gave the neces-sary orders. He caused a force of six companies of the Seventh Cavalry under its colonel Sturgis, to watch the outlet by Clark's Fork of ·
the Yellowstone; another of five companies of cavalry under Major
Hart of the Fifth, on the Stinking Water, which is a branch of the Big
Horn; and still another o_f ten companies of cavalry under Colonel Merritt of the Fifth, Bn 'Vind River northwest of Camp Brown. One or
other of these bodies was sure to intercept them, with General Howard's
·command on their heels.
The Nez Perct~s after leaving- Henry's Lake, pa~sed up the Madison
and Fire-Hole Basin into the National Park, crossed tlle divide and
the Ye1lowstone River above the falls and below the lake. Once across
the Yellowstone they ~eem to have rested their animals, while some of
the young men made excursions down to Soda Mountain and Henderson's ranch, burning Jack Baronette's house and bridge, killing some
men, and stealing horses and cattle. General Howard after a short rest
followed, when the Indians passed on over the Snowy Mountain and
down" Olark'.s Fork, General Howard in pursuit. They successfully
·evaded Colonel Sturgis's command and ·g ot across the Yellowstone again
·Iiear the mouth of Clark's Fork. I inclose General Howard's and Ool·onel Sturgis's report of this afl'air, dated September 12 andl3, herewith,
marked "3 B." After the Indians had passed around Colonel Sturgis, it
.seems that General Howard dispatched him, re-enforced by Major $anford's battalio!l of the First Cavalry, and Lieutenant Otis's howitzer battery, in ''fast pursuit," and from General Sheridan's report I learn that
Colonel Sturgis caught several hundred ·poneys and killed a number of
Indians.
The Nez Perces then passed north across the Muscleshell, through
Judith Basin, (a region once densely filled with buffalo and large game,)
to the Missouri River at Cow Island. This is a steamboat landing, one
hundred and twenty-five miles below Fort Benton, used for some weeks
.after the boats stop running to Benton. Near this place First Lieut. Edward Maguire United States Engineers with a small guard of the
Seventh Infantry, was engaged in removing obstructions in the river.
With these the Indians lightly skirmished; burned some stores on the
landing; forded the river, and, September 23, pushed on north toward
1\-Iilk River and the British boundary, evidently aiming to reach the
arne harbor of refuge which bad been gained by Sittin·g Bull last
winter. But on the 17th of Sptember Oolonel Miles, commanding
district of the Yellowstone, received at his post at the mouth of Tongue
River the two dispatches of General Howard and Colonel Sturgis
h. rewit~, matked "3 B." Re instantly o~anized the available force of
hi garn on, aud on the morning of the 1
was across the Yellowstone
,)t
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and off in the direction of the mouth. ofMuscleshell, aiming to head off and
capture the Nez Perces. His command reached the Muscleshell, where
he crossed the Missouri River, on the 27th. There be learned that the Nez
Perces had crossed at Cow Island on the 23d. He accordingly moved
with extreme rapidity northwest, passed the Little Rockies and Bearpaw Mountains on the 29th, struck the trail, and on the morning of
September 30, found the camp on Eagle Creek, near the head of Snake
River which is a tributary of Milk River. For a description of the
fight I refer you to Colonel Miles's official report, herewith, · marked
'' 3 C." The result was complete, viz, the capture of Joseph and the surviving reinoant of his brave but dangerous body of Indians. The Indians in this fight lost in killed six of their leading chiefs and twentyfive warriors, with forty-six wounded.
•
Colonel Miles reports his own loss at two officers and twenty men
killed; four officers and forty-one men wounded; the names of all of
whom are given.
General Howard with a small escort arrived on the field a short time
before the surrender, but did not exercise any command. Of course
Colonel Miles and his officers and men are entitled to all honor and
praise for their prompt, skillful, and successful work; while the others,
by their long, toilsome p~rsuit, are entitled to corresponding credit,
because they made that success possible. All the troops thus engaged
are now en route J:>ack to their several posts and stations by various
routes. Thus has terminated one of the most extraordinary Indian
wars of which there is any record. The Indians throughout displayed
a courage and skill that elicited universal praise; they ahstained from
scalping, let captive women go free, did not commit indiscriminate murder of peaceful familjes which is usual, and fought with almost scientific skill, using advance and rear guards, skirmish-lines and field-fortifications. Ne\·ertheless, they would not settle down on lands set apart
for them ample for their maintenance; and, when commanded by proper
authority, they began resistance by murd~ring persons in no manner
· connected with their alleged grievances. With your approval, these
prisoners are now en route by the most economical way to Fort Leavenworth, to be there held as prisoners of war until spring, when !trust the
Indian Bureau will provide them homes on the Indian reservation near
the Modocs, where, by moderate labor, they can soon be able to support themselves in p~ace. They should never again be allowed to return
to Oregon or to Lapwai.
.
I regret that, spite of my desire to condense this report, it has been
spun out so long, but even this condensation omits much that the actors
would like to have recorded.
Both General Sheridan and I have made personal reconnaisHances and
reports of the interior country which might warrant a place in this
annual report, but I find this one so long that I will submit these on
some future occasion.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.
Hon. GEORGE W. McCRARY,
Secretary of Wa.r .
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E. D.!TOWNSEND,
Adj-utant-General.
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

C !.-Position and distTib1ttion of t1·oops in the MiUtm·y Divi;;ion of the Missouri, commanded
Teturns on file in the AdjutantPltESnN'l'.

GARRISONS.

DEPARTMEN'l' OF
THE MISSOURI.

COMMANDING
OFFICERS.

SITUATIONS.

POSTS.

1
I

1

Headquarters _____ . j Fort Leavenwm:th, Kans Brig. Gen. John· Pope . _- I-__ Departmen.t I . .
staff.
1
Fort Leavenworth, 1 3 miles above Leaven- CoL J. C. Davis, 23d In f .. 1 8 23d IuL __ -.
Kana.
worth City.
1 16th Inf. __ . _
Fort Hays, Kans. __ Near Hays City_. ______ . Capt. D. M. Vance, 1nth
lnf.
I
:3 l9th and 23d
. Fort Do1lge, Kans._ 96 miles Routh weRt of Lieut. CoL W. H. Lewis,
19th Iuf.
I
Inf.
Hays City.
Fort Larned, Kans. 50 miles from Hays City. c~~~-- J. H. Smith, 19th I 1. J 9th Inf . . -- .
:Fort Riley, Kans.__ At junction of Pawnee Col. Galusha Penuy- ~ a 16th Inf. __ .
and Smoky Hill Forks.
packer, 16th I:nf.
,
FortWallace,KalJSI Near ·W allaceStation __ Lieut. Col. James Van
216thinf .....
1 Voast, 16th Inf.
Fort Leavenworth At Fort. I~eaYemvorth __ Capt. .A. P. Blunt, .A .Q.M ' . _. Dt>tacbment ,
.Military Prison.
Fort Lyon, Colo. __ . 52 miles from Kit CarRon Col. C. H. Smith, 19th
4 nth Cav. and
Inf.
.l9th Inf.
Fort Garland, Colo. ' On Utah Creek. __ ~ ___ __ . Capt. George Slwrkley,
2 9th Cav. and
15th Inf.
·
15th Inf.
Fort Elliott, Tex. __ On Sweetwater Creek . __ Lieut. Col. ,J. P. Hatclt,
4th CaY. ann , . .
4th Cav.
19th Inf.
Fort Sill, Intl. T . . _- ~ At junction of Medicine Col. R. S. Macl,en~~;ie, 4t.h
4th Cav. n ncl
BluffandCaeheCreeks.
Cav.
tllt6Ct'havi_nafn. c' 1
4
Fort Reno, Ind . T __ NearCl1e_vf'nneanclArap- Maj. J. K. Mhmer, 4th
_,
16th lnf.
ahoe Indian agency. 1 Cav.
CampSupply,Ind.T N=~d ~:a~!~nc~!e~olf 1 Caln\.W. J. _L yster, J9th
4tf ~:;·n~!.1d
Fort Gibson, Ind. T 8 miles f1·om Beilver Capt. C.-R. Layton, 16th
2 Hith a111l 2~3d
Station.
Inf.
Inf.
District of New
Mexico.

II

;~

1

.

1

I

9

..1.

I

Headquarters______ Santa J<'e, K. Mex. ______ . Col. Edward Hflt<"h, !ltlt
Cav.

I__

1

Fort Ma1·cy, N. Mex At Santa Fe ___ ___ . _____ Capt. C. McKibbin, l;Jth
In f.
Fort Bayarrl, N. NearPinos.Altos .... ... MAj.J.F.\Yarl!',91ltCaY
Mex.
1
Fort Craig, N. Mrx . On the Rio Grande._ .. __ . Capt. ClHtrleR HteelJ1a:nmer, 15th Jnf.
l!'%_tex~tanton, ~- 011 tl1e Rio l3onita . __ -- - C~~~ g~v~- Puriugton ,
l!'ort Union, X. Mex 5 miles from the Ric•
Moro.
F~i~x:Vingate, N. .Aiu~h~ ~~~.~r~waters of

11

Maj. A. P. Monow, flth
Cav.
.
Li~~~~ ~~}. J>. T. SwainP,

Total ........ --------------- ---·------ ------·----- ·----- --- --- -

1

D i A t ric t
beadqnarters.
1 15th fnf. __ _
5 !JthCav.and
15th Inf.
15th luf. __ _

;!

41 !Jt7.i~hlna;_ul

I
1

DEP ARTMRXT 01DAKOTA.

4 !Jth Cav. and
15th Inf.

!J~5?h~:f.Hl

~, ------ -------- 1 ~ ~ ~ ~
I
I

=

J __

Headquarter~;_-.-_.

J.'ort nelling, Minn 5 miles below Saint Paul

1

Co~p-eorge

Sykes, 20th

:Fort A.bercrombie, 12 wiles north of Breck- Capt. W. M. Van IIorne,
Dak.
inridge.
17th Inf.
l 'ort ,'i. . eton, Dak. On Krttll' Lake _________ Milj.lt.KCrofton,17thinfi

17th Inf - - - -.
.•. do------ .

17

GENERAL OF THE ARML

b.lf Lieutenant· General P. H. Sheridan, headquarters Chicago, Ill., taken from. the latest
G£-lteml'~:;

OJ]ice, lt3i 7.
AGGREGATE.
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i

~;::

..

I

1 ..
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.
C.-PoGition and distribution of t1·oops in th&
GAURJSONS.

POSTS.

. SITU A. TIONS.

COMMANDING
OFFICER::;.

PHESENT.

Regimeuts.
'+-<
0

DEPARTMENT OF DA·

KOTA-Collt'd.
Fort Totten, Dak .. On Devil's Lake ..•..••. Capt. A.. A.. Harbach,
20th Inf.
Fort Buford, Dak .. On the Upper Missouri Maj. 0. H. Moore, 6thlnf
River.
Fort A.. Lincoln, N.ear Bismarck .......... Maj . .J. G. Tilford, 7thCav
Dak.
Fort Rice, Dak ..... 50 miles aboveEdwinton. Lieut~ Col. Elmer Otis,
7t.h Cav.
·FortStevenson,Dak 125 miles above Fort Rice 1st Lieut. D. L. Craft, 6th
In f.
Fort Randall, Dak. 75 miles above Yankton . Lieut. Col. Pinkney Lugenbeel, 1st Inf.
Fort Sully, Dak .•.. 220 miles from Spring- Capt. Leslie Smith, 1st
In
f.
field.
Fort Seward, Dak .. 101 miles east of Bis- Capt. .J. H. Patterson,
20th Inf.
marck.
Cheyenne agency, 7 miles above Fort Sully Col. W. H.Wood,llthlnf.
Dak.
Standing Rock 65 miles aouth of Bis- Li~~ih c o~r:W· :· carlin, ,
marck.
agency, Dak.
Lower Brule agen- 80 miles above Fort Ran- Capt. .J.D. De Russy, 1st
dall.
In f.
cy, Dak.
Fort Pembina, Dak. Near Pembina ........ .. Capt. .J. S. McNaught,
'20th Inf.
Fort Shaw, Mont . . 8 miles north of Helena .. Col. .John Gibbon, 7th Inf
Fort Eilts, Mont . . . 3 miles from Bozeman . .. Maj . .J. S. Brisbin, 2d Cav.

1

Fort Benton, Mont 143 miles north of Helena
Camp Bakex:, Mont 18 miles from Diamond
City.
.
.
Big Horn Barracks, A.t month of Little Big
Horn River,
Mont.
Tongue River Bar- At mouth of Tongue
River.
racks, Mont.
Missoula, Mont ............................. .
In the :field .. .. .. .. Scouting .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .
Do ............. In Montana.............

1 20th Inf ......... .. .. ..
6th Inf .... ..
4 6th and 17th
In f.
2 17th a,nd 20th
In f.
1 6th Inf .... ..
3 1st Inf .... ..
4 1st and 20th .

1 20th Inf ....... ..
11th Inf.. ..
6

6t~0 t~tfnr~d ..

1 1st Inf .. -'· . .

2 20th Inf ... ........ .. ..
5 7th Inf ......
5 2rl Cav. and
7th Inf.
I 7th Iuf .... ..
2 . ••. do .. ... ..

Maj. Gnido Ilges, 7th Inf.
Lieut. Col. C. C. Gilbert,
7th Inf.
·
6 11th Iuf . ...... ..
Lieut. Col. G. P. Buell,
11th Inf.
Col. N. A. Miles, 5th Inf 10 5th Inf.. .... ........ ..

Capt. C. C. Rawn, 7th In f.
Col. S. D. Sturgis, 7th Ca
Maj. H. M. Lazelle, 1st
In f.
Do ..•.. :....... En route to posts in Lieut. Col. A. G. BrackMontana.
ett, 2d Cav.
Do ................... do ................. Col. DeL. Floyd .Jones,
:ld Inf.
Total ......................................................... ..

·] 7th Inf .............. ..
l :l 7th Cav . ........ . ... ··
4 1st Inf ..... .

8 2d Cav ........ ,.

10 3d Inf. ...... __ ..
104 .............. 1 .. 3 1 ..

DEPARTMENT 01r
TEXAS.

Drpartment 1 .. 3 1 ..
staff.
Ringgold Barracks, A.t Rio Grande City ... . Maj. W. R. Price, 8th Cav
8th Cav. and
24th Inf.
Tex.
Fort Clark, Tex .... At the bead of Las Moras Lieut. Col. W. R. Shafter, 14 8th and lOth
Cav., lOtTt,
Creek.
24th Inf.
24th, and
2!>th Int~
lOth av.and
Fort Concho, T ex .. Ail~r~~t~~~~~t~~in and Capt. Nicholas Nolan,
25th Inf.
lOth Cav.
Fort Davis, Tex .... Near Limpia Creek . ... . Col. G. L. Andrews, 25th
4 ... do ......
In f.
Fort Duncan, T ex .. At Eagle Pass ........ .. Maj. G. W. Schofield,
3 lOth Cav.and
24th Inf.
lOth Cav.
Fort Griffin, Tex ... At :Maxwell's Ranch ... . Ca,pt. P. L. Lee, 1Otb Ca"T
lOth Cav ...
FortMcKavett, Texl On San Saba River .... .. Maj. T. M. Anderson,
IOthCav.and
lUth Inf.
lOth Inf.
Headquarters ...... San Antonio, T ex ...... .. Brig. Gen. E. 0. C. Ord ...
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GENERAL Ol!, THE ARMY.
Military Division of the Missouri, &-c.-Continued.
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REPORT OF THg SECRETARY OF WAR.
· C.-Position and distribution of troops in the

I

GARRISONS.

POSTS.

COMMANDING
OFJ<'ICEltS.

SITUATIO~S.

PRESENT.

~

·~

«<

~

Regiments.

0

Q

....c

DEPARniENT OF

TEXAS-Von'd.
Fort Richardson, At Jacksborough .. .. ... . .L ieut. Col. J. W. DavidTex.
son, 10th Cav.
Fort Stockton, Tex At Comanche Springs .. . Lieut. Col. M. M. Blunt,
25th Inf.
Fort :Mcintosh, Tex At Laredo . ............ . Capt. E. E . Sellers, lOth
In f.
Fort Brown, Tex ... AtBrownsville ......... . Lieut. Col. N. B. Sweitzer, 8th Cav.
San Antonio, Tex ..
Capt. R. P. Wilson, lOth
In f.
San Felipe, Tex ... .
Capt. J. M. Kelley, lOth
Cav.
Total ....... .

I

lOth Cav .... . ...... .
25th Iuf .... .
1 LOth Inf ............... .
8th Cav. and
24th Inf.
10th Inf .... .
lOth Cav ... .
1 .. 3 1 ..

DEPAR'fMEXT OF THE

PLATTE.

H earlq uarters ..... . Omah::t, Nrbr ......,. .. . Brig. Gen. Geo. Crook . . . . . . Dep't staff... 1 ., 3 1..
Sirluey Ban acks, Near :Sidney Station .... Maj. G. A. l.lordon, 5th J 5th Cav ....... ·· .... ··
N ebr.
Cav.
Omaha Barracks, 4 miles above Omaha.... Col. J. H. King, 9th Inf ..
4th and rfth
Nebr·.
In f .
North Platte, Nebr .......................... 1st Lieut. Wm. Hofman,
9th Inf ......
9th Inf.
Camp
Robinson, At Red Cloud agency .... Lieut. Col. L. P. Bradley,
3d Cav, 9th ......... .
Nebr.
and 14tb. Inf
9th Inf.
Camp Sheridan, At Spotted Tail's agency Capt. D. W. Burke, 14th
:Jd Cav. and ......... ·
Nel.n·.
14tb Inf.
In f.
Fort McPherson, 6 miles south of McPher- Lif'ut.. Col. E. A. Carr,
5th Cav ............. ··
Nehr.
son Station.
5th Cav.
Fort llartsuff, N ebr On North J<' ork of Loup Capt. G. S. Carpenter,
14th Inf ... .
River.
14th Inf.
Fort Laramie, Wyo Near mouth of Laramie Maj. A.\V. EYans, 3d Cav.
3d Cav. and
River.
!1th Inf.
Fort D. A. Russell, Near Cheyenne ........ .. Col. Wesley Merritt, 5th ~ ( 5th Cav ............. ··
Wyo.
Cav.
Fort Sanders, Wyo On the line of tl1e Union Capt. G. F. !'rice, 5th Cav.
...do ...... .
l'acific Railroad.
Fort Fred. Steele, ...... do . .. .. . . .. . . .. . .. . Maj. H. G. Thomas, 4th
4th Inf ......
·wyn.
Inf.
-..' :~rt Brid ger, \Vyo . 10 milessonth of Carter's Col. F.]'. Flint, 4th Inf ..
. .. do ............ . .. ··
Station .
..tort Fetterman, 170 miles from Cheyenne Capt. E. M. Coates, 4th
3d Cav. and ......... .
Wyo.
In f.
4th In f.
Fort
McKiun ey, Near old Fort Reno ...... Capt. Edwin Pollock, 9th
~th and 9th ........ . .
Wvo.
In f.
Iuf.
Camp Stambaugh , 67 miles.from Point of Capt. W. ll. Bisbee, 4th
4th Inf ............... .
Wvo.
Ro cks.
Inf.
Camp llrown, Wyo. 13t! miles ftom Bryan .... CaJ~~-E. M. Hayes, 5th
5th Cav .... . ..........

I

Cheyenne Depot, At Cheyenne ............ 1 Capt. Gerald Russell, 3d
Wyo.
1 _Cav.
Fort Cameron , Utab At Beaver ............... L1eut.. Col. Ile~y Doug1 las, 14th In f.
CampDou~la'!, Utab 3 mile:i east of Salt Lake Col. J. E. Smith, 14th Inf
City

Foct

1

:·""I

3d C::r.· ............
14th Inf. ............. .
.... do ............ .

•

·li

:~~:·~~~·~:: ~ ~~~~~~~l&~~rth. ~~-c:: p~~~f~: ~~~~h:idg~, _:: . :: :•• : ::::: j~ j ~
Gra nd total Military Division of the Missouri .................... l27(: ............. .' 5 I 14 5j 2J

A DJUTA.·T-G&sERAL' s OFFICE,

Washington, D. 0., October 12, 1877.

21

GENERAL OF THE ARMY.
J!Iilifa1'y

Division of the JY!issonri, cf'c. - Conti nued.
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TOW~SEND,

Adjutant- General.

REPORT ·OF THE SECRETARY 01<' WAR.
D.-Position and distribntion of troops in the MUitm·y Dirision of thA Atlantic, commanded
1'elw"ns on file in the AdjutantGAHRISOJ).S.

I'OSTS.

SITU A. TION S.

COMMANDING OFFI
CERS.

I

P!tESENT.

~

.§

o.
::ic

Regiments.

0

""'
0

~

,.c

3

i:l

z
Fort Wayne, Mich. 3 miles below Detroit ... 1st Lieut. P.M. Thorne.
22d Inf.
Fort Brady, Mich. ·. At village of Sault Ste. 1st Lieut. W. J. CampMarie.
bell, 22d In f.
Fort
Mackinac, At Michilimackinac Isl- Maj. .A. L. Hough, 22d Inf
Mich..
anrl.
Fort Pozter, N.Y .. At Buffalo ............. . Capt. .John Hartley, 22d
In f.
Fort Niagara, N.Y. At Youngstown ....... .. Maj. G. A. De Russy, 3d
.Art.
Fort Ontario, N.Y . .At Oswego ............. . 1st Lieut. .J. F. Mount, 3d
Art.
Fort Hamilton, N.Y In New York Harbor ... 1st Lieut. J. D. C. Hos·
kins, 3d A.rt.
Fort Schuyler, N. Y At Throg's Neck ....... . Capt. G. F. Barstow, 3d
Art.
Fort ·wadsworth, In New York Harbor .. . Ca-pt. C. A. Alligood, M.
N.Y.
s. K.
Marli•on Barracks, At Sackett's Harbor .... M~j. J. M. Robertson, 3d
N.Y.
.Art.
Plattsburg
Bar- .At Plattsburg ... ....... . 1st Lieut. R. D. Potts, 3d
rack~<, N.Y.
Art.
FortP1·eble, Me .... In Portland Harbor ..... Maj . .John Hamilton, 1st
Art.
Fort Independence, In Boston Harbor ...... . Maj. C. L Best, 1st Art . .
Mu~s.

... DiviAionstafl) 1 .. 3 J
1 22d Inf ........ · · .. · ·
... Det. 22d Inf · · · · -- · ·
....... do .. ..... · · · · · · · ·
22d Inf. ........... ··
Det. 3d A.rt .... -... · ...
.. . ... do ....... · · · · .. .. ·
....... do ......... · · ......
3d Art ...... ··: ... ··
Det. 3d A.rt.: · - .. I .. .. · •
.... do ....... ·· -· ·· ··
....... do ....... · ·
... Det. 1st A1t . · ·
. . . . ... do • . . . . . . · ·

Fort Warren, MaPs . ...... do ................. 1st Lieut. R. G. Shaw, 1st .. . .. do ....... · ·
Art.
Fnrt
Trumbull, At New London ......... Lieut.Col.J.M.Brannan, .. . .... do ....... ·· ·· ·· ..
Cot.n.
1st Art.
Fort :McHenry, Md. A.t Baltimore ............ Col. W. F. Barry, 2d Art . 8 2d and 5th ·- ...... ··
.Art.
Fort Foote, Md .... On Potomac River ....... 1st Lieut. GeorgeMitchDljt, 2d Art .... ·· -· ..
f'll, 2d Art.
Fort Monroe, Va . .. At Old Point Comfort ... Col. G. W. Getty, 5th.A.rt
.lst,2d,3d.4th, ....
and 5th .Art.
WaPhington .A.rse- In Washington City .... Capt. F. B. Hamilt n, 2d
2d Art ........ . .
nal, D.C.
·
Art.
Cadit~le Barracks, At Carlisle, Pa ......... . Maj. JamE.'sMcMillan, 2d
. . .. do ........... -· ····
I' a.
Art.
Reu1llng, Pa ................................. . Maj. John Mendenhall,
18t Art ....... .
1st Art.
Scranton, Pa ....................... : .. ...... . Lieut. Col. H . .A.. Morrow,
3d Art. and
13th Inf.
1:Jth Inf.
Wilkesbarre, Pa . ..... ." ..................... . Lieut. Col. E. S. Otis, 22d 11 3d and 5th
In f.
A.rt. and
22d Inf.
Mauch Chunk, Pa ........................... . Lieut. Col. R. B. Ayres,
1st and 3d
3d .Att.
Art.
Easton, Pa .... . ... .......... ....... ... .. .... . Capt. R. T. Frank, 1st t 2 1st Art ........ . : -· .. ..
.Art.

.dllPgheny Arsenal, At Pittsburgh, Pa ...... . Lieut. Col. H. M. Bla<:k,
Pa.
18th Inf.

10 1st, 2d, and
3rl A.rt. and
"J8th Inf.
Indianapolis, Ind ........................... . Ca-pt Ca.ss Durham, 18th
18th Inf.....
In f.
JE.'Iferson>ille, Ind .......................... . Capt. J. K. II.ver, 18Lh Infll . ... do ... -. · · ·· · · · · · · . ,.
:E'urt Allam!', It I. .. At ...Tewport .... ........ . Col. Israel Vogdes, 1st 1 1st Art...... . . . .. · · · ·
Art.

TC;tal Military Division of the A..tlantic

......................... -!"69 ............ ..

··I

---- -

3 ] 1
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GENERAL OF THE ARMY

:Vy ltfaj. Gen. W. S. Hancock7 headqum·ters New Y01·k City, N. Y., taken front the latest
Gtntml' s Office, U377.
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REPORT O.F THE I:;ECRET.ARY OF W.\.R .

D.__:_Position and rlist1·ibntion of t1·oops in thf' Jlilifal'y
GAHR!SO?\S.

POSTS.

COMMANDING
OFFICEnS.

SITUATIONS.

-~

~

5'

g

Regimeuts.

~

I
DEPART:\IENT OF THE GULF.

Headquarters ...... New Orleans, La ........ Brig. Gen. C. C. Augur ..

Department
staff.

Jackson Barracks, Three miles below New
La.
Orleans.
B ~ttoo Rouge, La .... ........................ .
La,ke !'harles, L<t ............................ .
Little Rock, Ark ............................ .
Mount Vernon Bar- At Mount Vernon ..... .
racks, Ala.

Col. P.R. De Trobriand,
Det. l ilth Inf.
1:3th Iuf.
1st Lient. Wm. Auman .. ... ;Drt. 1:H~1Inf. .... --1-- .. .
1st Lient. T . ;:;, Mun1ford 2 l:lth lilt - .... .. ... .
Uet. I:lth Inf..... . .
.
1st Lieut. H. G. Cavenaugh.
1st Lieut. J. B. Guthrie ..
Det.13th Inf...... . ::. ::
1

Total Department of the Gulf....................................

2 .............

1 --' 3. 1 .·.

== ===.==-==

DEPARTMENT OF TilE t;OUTII.

n~r:~~meut ..._._ .1. f. 1..__1st Lieut. F. H. Barnhart, ... Det. 18th In f..
18th Iuf.
'
At Smithville .......... . lst Lieut. J. L. Mast, 2d
Det. 2d Art .. .. .... 1-_ ..
.Art.
·
Det. 18th In f ......... ..
... ..................... .. 1st Lieut. J. H. Baldwin,
113th Inf.
Col. H. J. Hunt.. 5t,h Art
5th Art .........
2d Lieut. E. T. Brown,
Det. 5th Art. .. .. .... ..
5th .Art.
Capt. 'r. J. Lloyd, 18th 118tbluf. ....... --1--

Headquarters...... Atlanta, Ga. . . . . . . . . . . . . Col. T. H. Ruger, 18th In f.
Morganton, N. C ...
Fort Johnston, N. C
Columbia, S. C .....
Charleston, S.C ... .
Savannah, Ga ..... .
Atlanta, Ga .. , .... .

.1. ...

Iuf.

St. Augustine, Fla.

Lieut. Col. F. T. Dent,
5th Art.
Fort Brooke, Fla.... At Tampa ............. . Capt. F. L. Guenther.
5th .Art.
Fort Barrancas, Fla In Pensacola Harbor ... . Maj. H. W. Closson, 5th
Art.
Capt. E. R. Kellogg, 18th
Chattanooga, Tenn.
In f.
Total Department of the South ................................. ..

25th Art ....
2 5th Art .....
1 5th .Art ............. ..
1 1c th Inf .... .. . .. ..

8 .............

·I·... '

:1:'2,2:

Grand total Military Division of the Atlantic ................... . 79 . . • • • • . . . . . . . . 2 .. 7' 3 1
1

ADJU'f.A..~T-GE~ERAT}S OFFICE,

Washington, D. 0., October 12, 1877.
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GENERAL OJ? THE AHMY.
Division of the .Atlantic, .fc.-Continucd.
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1:! . - -- - - -- ... - - . . . . . -

12

1:!

5

7!'i __ .. 2 ·__ .. ..

2

11

9

10

212----------

2

2

52

53 .... ---- .------------

104
4

112 .. --- - 1
2
5 .. -- -- -- ---- ·- -- ----

-- 1 .. 1-- -- .. ------ .. - - 1-- -- --

2

41

1 -- -- -- - - -- -- 1-- 2 .. -- --

2

76

82--.----

52

58-- -- --

.. -- .. -- -- - - -- -- .. - - -- -- 1 .. -- - -

~

2

40

2

35

12

111

23

10 -- -- -- --

3
1

1-- ---- -- -- -· -- -- 2-- -- --

7o

8 - - -- -- -1

1 ....

1 -- .. -- -- .. -- - - 1 .. -- - ---

n

l:l 1:

2

120-21-141::~:~~~2-2- 2~ -120: =~~

7

·------ 1 ----------1 .... 1 .. 1

22.

11
70

7

11

12

.:•••.••••.••.•• • •••. . ••.• : .• 1: 1 ': :. .••••. :: •:
:]22~:2::~::::1]2

11

5

44 -- -- 1 2 ---3

5

44 --

3

38-- -- -- -- ---- ---- ----

3

217121-:-:-1-:-:--:-:-2117-:-:-1112-17 -43i -;w 477 2 ~ 17-2 -iii -12-56 -433 -4~

'lil6 ~,=s;~ 3 116 =s ~ ~n ~ 7 7149 3.015 3fl 3,362 2112 5o =g 65 74 412 ~ 3.436
1
1
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant-General.
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REPORT 9F THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

E -P'Jsition and disi1·ibution of t1·oops in the Militm·y Division of the Pacific, commanded by
1·etuTns on file in the AdjutantGA.RHISONS.

:POSTS.

SITUATIONS.

PRESENT.

COMM A.NDING
OF.FICERS.
Regiments.

-------------- 1 --------------------1-------~-----------1--1----------

-----

DEPAlt'l'MR:-<T OF
CAL!FUltNIA,

Headquarters .....
Alcattaz I sland,
CaL
Anjlel IAlanrl, C11l ..
·camp Bidwell, Cal

Ran Fr:mcisco. Cal
Maj. Gen. I. McDowell ... DiviAionstaff 1 ·· 2 1 1
InSanFranciscoHarbor . Capt . .JohnE~an,4thArt. 24th Art ..... · ·

..... do . ............... . CoL 0,.B. Willcox,12th Inf
At north end of Surprise Capt. .J. M. Norvell, 12th
Valley.
In f.
Camp Gaston, CaL. In Hoopa Valley ....... . Capt. R. C. Parker, 12th
In f.
Presidio. Cal . . . . . . . San Francisco .... , ..... . Ma,j. A. P. Howe, 4th Art.
Camp McDermit, 80 miles north of Winne- Capt. E. F. Thompson,
Nev.
mucca.
12th Inf.
Camp Halleck, Nev . 12 m1les south of Halleck 1st Lieut. D . .J. Cra.igie,
Station.
. 12th Inf.
Point San .Jose, Cal In San Francisco Harbor. Capt. .J. B. Campbell, 4th
Art.
Total ........

1 12th Inf ...... -

1 .... do ....... ··
1 .... do ....... -

4th Art ....... .
12thinf ...... .
... do . . ..... -·
4th Art ...... · ·
9 ............. . :

::]~

DEPARTME:\T OF THR

COLUMUJ.L

.. 2 1-Headq narters...... Portland, Oreg .. .. .. .. .. Brig. Gen. 0. 0. Howard . .. . Department
Ata:ff.
Camp Harney, Oreg. 60 miles south of Canon Capt.. G. M. Downey. 21st 2 1st Uav. and
City.
In f.
21st Inf.
Fort Klamath, Oreg. Near Lake Klamath . ... . lstLient. H. D. W.Moore,
21st Inf ..... -.
21st In f.
Fort Stevens, Oreg. Near mouth of Columbia 1st LiPut. William EvDet. 4th Art. -- -- -- -- -River.
erett, 4th Art.
Fort Boise, Irlaho .. Near Boise City... .. .. Capt. Patrick Collins,
21st Iuf .......
21st Inf.
Fort Lapwai, Idaho . 12 miles from L ewiston . . Capt. William H. Boyle,
1 .... do ....... ..
2lst Inf.
Fort Canby, Wash. A.t mouth of Columbia Maj . .Joseph Stewart, 4th ... Det. 4th Art .. .
River.
Art.
Fort Colville, Wasb. In Colville Valley ....... cc:~_Moses Harris, 1st
1st Cav ........
Fort
Townsend, Near Port Townsend . .. . 1st Lieut. E. W. Stone,
Det. 4tb Art......... -Wash
1st Art.
and '2ltit In f.
F<>rt Vancouver, 18 miles north of Port- lst Li ent. G. W. Evans,
D et. 21st Inf ..
\Vas h.
land, Oreg.
21r~t Inf.
Fort Walla Walla, In Walla Walla Valley .. Col. Uuvier Grover; 1st
Det. 1At Cav. . .
WaAh .
Uav.
an d 21st lnf
Lewiston, Idaho ...
Col. Frank Wheaton, 2d 11 2rl and 12t.h
In f.
In f.
On Xez Perces In the fiPld in Idaho and Brig. Gen. 0 . 0. Howard . 27 1st Cav.~4tb
ca:npaign .
Montana.
Art., l::!th,
12tb, and
21st In f.
Total ............................................................ 44 ...... . ....... 1 .. 2 1-DEl' A Rn!EXT OF
AltiZOXA.

Ht:allqnart~rs ...... Prescott, Ariz ........... Col A. V.Kautz,Bthinf.

Camp Apache, Ariz. In White Mount a in Capt. .J.N. Andrews, 8th
Country.
Inf.
Camp Dowie, Ariz. At Apache Pass ....... . Capt. W. M.Wallace,6th
I
Cav.

======

.. Deputment .... 3 1 ..
staff.
4 6th Cav. and ........ -8th Inf.
2 6tbCav ............. --
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GENERAL OP THE .ARMY.

Majnr Genm·al lTnin JfcDowcll, headqum·ters San Francisco, Cal., taken from the latest
Gt!llt1'£tl'H Office, ltl77.

2 2 2 4 1 -- -- 1 -- -- -2 -- - - ·-

....

2

I ...... 1 .. 1 .. __ 1 .. 1 1
I-----

1-- • . ------ .. -- ..
J ..

48
38

7
2

-·- ... 3 ·--4
. 5; . - 1 - 4l

3
10
3

2

35

3

2

40

3

43 -- .. --

35

40!: -- 3 l

=

=

373

11

5-- 1 -.. - -. -...

31

3j

1 - .. 1 . -. 2

2

1

1

18
8

15
69

77

8
3

48
38

56
41

4

34

38

12
4

86
26

98
30

35

39

4

40

44

12 15

47

376

423

2: -- -- ..... ---- .... -·-

14

11

25

83

90

3

31

34

4

21

27

4

41

45

3f . - --

1
]

....
. 3

14

9v

2

.....•.

~-.-

.• _'_ ...

3:< .... 1-.- .• •

10

1( . - . - -. - ·- --.- - ••..•.

I-- •• -· •••• :.-· ..
1 .. -- .. -· ---- ..

1 ..

2

23

I ..

2

41

l

1..

4 -- -- - -. -.

1 -. :J 25--

ll I 11 5 .. 1 1.. 3 1

~

'8

2

2

2

50

52

14 •• -- -- - •. - .• - - ••..•.

3

11

14

3

5E .

3

55

58

1 ....

42

2

44

2

42

44

19

371

34

. 405 .

427

37

980

72 1, 05\! .

9 ..

1 -- -- -- -. -- 1 1

4~

2

55

1..
1 -. --

2f 1 -- -. -.- - .. -

11

1 ..

1 -- . -

1 -. -- -- 1 - -

-=

50

31

==== ==== == - - -- ==== = = ====== ====== = =

i'3

2--

1 .. ·-

18
4

34

.. 5 ...... 2 . I . l 8
2 2 14
== -= == == ===

2 l

15
66

86
26

1 ..

.. 1 -- -- -- l 1 -- 1 1
[ ..

== == == ==--=- == = == ·-== =

.AGGREGATE.

ABSE~T.

PRESENT.

2

10 .. 2 4

17

5 22

39

388

24 -··-

25 25

97

980 1, 077

2

69 1,713 149 1,e62 1 .. 4 27

1";

32 49

181 1,730 1,!Hl

==================== ==== = = = = = = ============ === =======
2 I I 3 .. __ ....

I __

12

1 -- . - -- 1 -- -- .. -- 3 ..
1----

. ----------

1 ..

2

13

25 .

214

223 --

108

112--

1

4- .. -

5

2 ...

3

5

13

12

25

14

214

228

7

108

115

28

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.
E.-Position and distribut·ion of troops in the
GARRISOXS.

POSTS.

SITUATIONS.

COMMANDING
OFFICERS.

PHESEN'l'.

~

;:e

:::>

<:'!

~

Regiments.

0
0

~ - :: ~ ~

C:,

......

;c

~

:;

r;.

:e-

~l
.£

;~JH

---------------1---------------~---r------------------- _z_r----------~~~~~~
DEPARTMENT OF

AltlZONA-Con'd.
At. the :foot of Mount Maj. C. E. Compton, 6th
Cav.
Graham.
Near Tucson ........... . Capt. W. S. Worth, 8th
In f.
Camp McDowell, 52 miles north of Mari- Capt. A. W. Corliss, 8th
.Ariz.
copa WPlls.
Iuf.
Camp Mojave, Ariz Near the head of Mojave Capt.E.C.Woodrnff,l2lb
In f.
Valley.
CampTbomas,Ariz. Near old Fort Goodwin . . Capt. C. M. Bailey, 8th
In f.
J!'ort Whipple, Ariz. At Prescott ............ . LiPut. Col. J.D. Wilkins,
8th lnf.
Prescott, Ariz ............................. .. Col. A. V. Kautz, 8th Inf

6th Cav. aud
8th Iuf.
. .. do .....

Camp Grant, Ariz

Camp Lowell, Ariz

Camp Verde, Ariz

. . . do ...... .
12th Inf .... .
2 6th Cav. and
8th Iuf.
2 . ... do .......
HPadqnarL's
8th lnf.
6th Cav. and
8th Inf.
Det. tlth Inf

38 miles from Prescott ... Capt. Charles Porter, 8th
In f.

Fort Yuma, Cal. ... At jnnction of Gila and Maj. T. S. Dunn, 12th Inf
Colorado Rive1·s.

:J 1 .

'.rotnl ....... .. .................................................·. · 22
Grand total Military Division of the Pacific .. .. . .. . . .. .. .. . .. . . .

-== .=

75 .. .. . .. .. . .. • .

=:.

=-=

I :i 1

ADJU'l'ANT-GENEHAL'S OFFJCE,

Washington, D . 0.; October 12, 1877.

F.-DI'pm·trnent of West Point, commanded by Ma.f. Gen. J. M. Schofield, headquarte1·s
West Point, N. Y.
PRESENT AND ABSENT.
1

General officer . - ................................................... __ . __ . __ .... ____ . _... ... _.... _
Aids-de-camp ....... - ....... ... .......................................... . .. . ............. - ... .. .
:h-1 rlical Department ............... __ ............................................. _............ ..
Professors .... - .................................. _... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. _. . . . . . • . ...... ... · · - ·
Lientenant-colonel. _...................................................................... _.... .

~'\aJ~~~~: ~ ~ ~::::::: ~:: ~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

lientPnants . ...................................... ____ .. .... __ ...... _____ .. __ . _____ ........ .
Seconrllieutenants ............. _............................................................ _.. ..
word-master ....... --- ...................... , .............................................. ... -.
Cadets .... ........ .... ......... ........... ..... .. ..... ..... ····-- ···· ····-- ··· ·····-- ··· - ······-·
Enlisted men··-·---·····--- ............... ................................................... ..

Fir~t

~~~~~a~~~~~-~~~~~~: ~~~~~~s-~~~·-~-~:: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::·: :::::::::::::::::::::::
E. D.

3

3
9
1
2
4

18
14
1
2-l7
273
56

576

TOW~SEXD.

Adj1tta11t-General.
ADJUTANT-GEX&RAL's OFFICE.

Washington, D. 0., October 12, 1 77.

GENERAL OF THE
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ARM~ '

Milita?'Y Dit'ision of th e Pacific, <fo.-Con tinued.
l'RRSEN 'l'.

ABSEN'l'.

2.

131
90
2

1
1

1 -- - · --- -

1 --

·- -·-

1-- . . --

..

--

--

1 --

---

-- 2.
1

-· - -

1 1 -- ..

137 -- -- --

----

--

2:1 .. --

--

28

31-89 --

85

92 --

20

2

131

1 -- . .

95-- -- 1 --· ··.·-

85

140

AGGltEGA'l'E.

2--- 2

147 -- -- 1

2----

--

--- . ....

-- --

901
28

lC

1~1
96
31

85

92

88

-97

20

23

140

150

2

:}2~~~ :: : :2~, ]~=]~=!! 1,1~ 77-~~~=}. ~:~[1-~~ 10~-=131
1 7 4 2j l2l I J 5 l 5 2 10 ti~ . 61 8 114 3, 226 279 3, 505 1 6[13 4:31 2fi

6f 94

1,232
34j 3, 252 :.!, 599

1

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant General .

•
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

G.-Statement showing the organization of the enlisted rnen of the Reg1.dm· Anny, compiled
front Teturns1·eceivecl at tlie .ddjutant-Generat's office up to Ootobt1' 31, Ul77.
FIRST REGIMENT OF CAVALRY.
(Authorized strength, 845.]

Date of re- port.

Companies, &c.

Headquarters ........ .
NAn-commissioned staff
and band . .....•......
.A. .•••.••.•••••.••.•.••
B ..................... .

c ..................... .

D ..................... .
E ...... ······ ......... .
}<' ..................... .

G, .................... .
H ..................... .
I. .. ---.---------'----.K ..................... .
L ..................... .
M . ................... .
Recruits ............. .
Do .. .............. .

Total ........... .

Station.

Aug. 31, 11:l77 Fort Walla W J.lla., Was b..
17 ...... do ..... .

fil
57
59
ti:'i
57
49
66
48
55
52
63
48
8

. .... do ..... .
June 30, 1877
.. . . . do ......
Aug. :u, 1877
...... do .... ..
...... do ..... .
...... do .... .
...... do ..... .
June 30, 1877
. .... do ... . .
Aug. 31, 1877
...... do .. ....

21

Do.
Camp Harney, 01·eg.
Fort Klamath, Or :" ~t·
Camp .Bid well, Cal.
Presirlio, San Franci><co, Cal.
Fort Walia Walia, W aflh.
Do.
Fort Boise, Idaho.
Fort Lapwai, Idaho.
Camp Halleck, Nev.
Camp Harney, Oreg.
Fort Walla Walla, Wash.
Fort Colville. Wash.
45 recruitR left San Francisco Jnly, 1877 ; 37 joined.
Left San Francisco August, 1877.

72()

SECOND REGIMENT 01!' C.A. V ALRY.
(Authorized strength, 1,202.]
Headquarters . ............... . .Aug. 31, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
a110.i band .......... ..
~2 ...... do .... ..
A .................... ..
tio ...... do .... ..
B .... ................ ..
73 .. .... do .......
() .................... ..
sa ... ... do ... .. .
D .. .................. ..
67 ...... do .... ..
E .................... ..
62 ...... do ..... .
77 . ..... do ..... .
}<' ------ .............. ..
G ....... ............. ..
74 ...... do ..... .
H .................... ..
RO June 30,1877
! . ..................... .
67 Aug. 31, 1877
K ..................... .
68 .... .. do .... ..
L ........ ............ ..
79 ..... ilo .. ... .
M . ......... .......... .
8:l ...... do .... ..
Total. ...........

Big Horn Barracks, Mont.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Fort Ellis, Mont.
Do.
Do.
Big Horn Barracks, Mont.
Do.
Fort Ellis, Mont.
Big Horn Banacks, Mont.

!l02

THIRD REGIMENT OF CA. VALRY.
[Authorized strength, 1,202.]
Headquarters ................. .
Non-cmumit;sioned staff
and baud .. .. .. .. .. ..
26
A......................
6
B.... . .. . .. .. .. . . . .. . . .
61
(; . ............ .........

D......................
E............. .........
..b' •••• ----- •••• ·····-· ·

G................ .....

H... ...... .. ..........

!......... ..............

K .................. .. .
L .. ....................
M ....... .............

Totnl ...........

Aug. 31, ll:l'i7

Fort Laramie, "Wyo.

...... do ..... .
Do.
...... do . .... .
Do.
. .... do . ... .. ctmp Robinson, Nebr.
H5 ...... do . .... .
Do.
67 ...... do .. .. .. Fort Laramie, Wyo.
75 .••••• clo .••••.
Do.
Do.
71l ...... do .... .
73 ...... do . ... ..
Do.
70 ...... do .... .. Camp Robinson, N'3br.
5
...... do . .... . :Fort F etterman, Wyo.
62 ...... do ... . .. Ch,.yennt' Dt'pot, Wyo.
67 .... . tlo . ... .. Camp Robinson, Nel)r,
71
do .. .. .. Camp Sheridau, Nebr.
:!3 ,

GENERAL OF THE ARMY.
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G.--Stattrnent showing the o1·ganization of enlisted rnen of the Regular .dYrny, .Jc.-- Uontinueu.
FOURTH REGIMENT OF CAVALRY.
[Authorized strength, 1,202.]

Date of report.

Compani es, &c.

Headquarters ........ .
Non-commissioned staff
aud baud ............ .
A ..................... .
B ..................... .

c .................... ..

D ..................... .
E .................... ..
F ..................... .
G .................... .
H .................... ..
I . ..................... .
K ..................... .
L ..................... .
M .................... ..

Total .......... .

Station.

Aug. 31, 1877 Fort Sill, Ind. Ter.
23 ...... do .... ..

Do.

Do.
7:1 ...... do .... ..
62 ...... do ..... . Fort Elliot.t., Tt>x.
74

...... do .... ..

Fort Sill, Ind. 'l'er.

64 , ..... do .... ..
Do.
58 ...... do .... .. Fort Wallace. Kans.
60 ...... do .... .. Fort Elliott, Tex.
70 ...... do .... ..
...... rlo .... ..

77
58
75
73
68

Fort Reno, Ind. Ter.
Do.

...... do .... .. Camp Supply, Ind. Ter.
...... do .... .. ]'ort Sill, lud. Ter.
...... do .... ..
Do.
...... do .... ..
Do.

835

FIFTH REGIMENT OF CAVALRY.
[Authorized strength, 1,202.]
Headquarters . ................. 1 Aug. 31,1877 Fort D. A. Russell, Wyo.
Non-commi ssioned staff
·
andband............
19 ...... do .... ..
Do.
A......................
75 ...... do .... ..
Do.
B . .. . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . . .
75 ...... do . .... .
Do.
C......................
57 ..... do .... .. Fort McPherson, Nebr.
D .. . .... . .. ... . . . .... ..
67 . ..... do ..... . Sidney Barracks, Nebr.
E......................
78 June 30,1877 Fort Sanders, Wyo.
F......................
71 .Aug. 31, 1877 Fort D. A. RussEill, Wyo.
G .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . . ..
63 ...... do ..... . Camp Brown, Wyo.
H. . .. . . .. . . . . . .. .. . . . . .
55 ...... do ..... . Fort D. A. Russell, Wyo.
I . .....................
G4 ..... . do ..... .
Do.
K......................
84 ...... do ..... . Camp Brown, Wyo.
L . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. .. ..
75 ...... do ..... . Fort D. A. Russell, Wyo. •
M . . .. . .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . .
57 ...... do ..... . Fort McPherson, Nebr.
Total .. .. . .. .. . ..

840

SIXTH REGIMENT OF CA. VALRY.
[Authorized strength, 845 .]
Headquarters .. ....... . ....... . Aug. 31, 1877 Camp Grant, Ariz.
No11-com missioned staff
15 ...... do .... ..
Do.
and band .......... ..
4tl ...... do .... .. Camp Verde, Ariz.
A .............. -·- .. - .. .
64 .. . ... do .... .. Camp T,ow ell, A.riz.
B .................... ..
51 ...... do . .... . Camp G-rant, Ariz.
c .................... ..
69 ...... do .. .. .. Camp A.pache, Ariz.
D ..................... .
55
...... do ..... .
Do.
E .................... ..
52 ...... do . .... . Camp Thomas, Ariz.
F ..................... .
5Y
......
rlo
....
..
Camp Grant, Ariz.
G .................... ..
59 ...... do . .... . Camp Bowie, Ariz.
H ........ ............. .
54 ...... do ..... . Camp McDowell, Ariz.
I . .................... .
51 ...... do .... .. Fort Whipple, Ariz.
K ..................... .
49 ...... do . .... . Camp Bowie, Ariz.
L ................ .. .. ..
54 ...... do .... .. Camp Grant, Ariz.
M ........ . .... .. ..... .
• Total............

682
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G.-Statement showing the o1·ganizafion of enlisted men of the Regt£7a1' Anny, ljc.-Continued·
SEVENTH REGIMENT OF CA. V ALRY.
[Authorized sLrength, 1,20::!.1

Date of re-

Companies, &c.

Headquarters . ....... . .
Non-commissioned staff
and band ........... ..
A .................... ..
B .................... ..

c ..................... .

Station.

)JOrt •.

Aug. 31, 1877 Fort A. Lincoln, Dak.
Do.
15 ...... do .... ..
55 ...... do .... .. Fort Rice, Dak.
65 ...... rlo ..... . Fort A.. Lincoln, Dak.
...... do .... .. Fort Totten. Dak.
5!:J ...... do .... .. Fort Rice, Dak.

78

D ..................... .
E ..................... .
F ..................... .
G ..................... .
H .................... ..
I ................... ..
K . .. :': ................ .

83 ...... do .... .. Fort. A. Lincoln, D.ak.
Do.
83 ...... do .... .. ·
Do.
8H June 3Q, 1877
66 ...... do ...... Fort Rice, Dak.
90 Aug. 31, 1877 Fort A.. Lincoln, Dak.

L ..................... .
M .................... .

92
82

Total .......... ..

932

78 ...... do ....

..
Do.
Do.
June 30, 1877
Aug. 31, 1877 Fort Rice, Dak.

EIGHTH REGIMENT OF CA.V ALRY.
[Authorized strength, 1,202.]
Headq narters ......... .

A.ug. 31, 1877 Fort Brown, Tex.

Non-commis~ioned staff

and band .......... ..
A ..................... .
B ..................... .

c .................... .

D ..................... .
E ..................... .
F --~ ................. ..

G ..................... .

H ...... . ............. ..
I .................... ..
K ..................... .
L ..................... .
M .................... .

Total............

20 ...... do......
Do.
66 ...... do ...... Fort Clark, T ex.
74 ...... do......
5'3 ..•... do ..... .
73 ...... rlo......
51 .. .... do... . . .
64 .. .... do ......
55 ...... do......
69 ...... do......
71 ...... ao ......
63 ...... do.....
76 . •••.. r1o......
78 ...... do......

Do.
Fort Brown, T ex.
Do.
Ringg-old Barracks, Tex.
·"J?ort Clark, Tex.
Ringgold Barracks, Tex.
Do.
Fort Brown, 'rex,
Fort Clark, Tex.
Jfort Brown, Tex.
Do.

818

NINTH REGIME~T OF CA.V A.LRY.
[Authorized strength, 845.]
Headquarters ....... ·.- .. ...... . .A.ug. 31, 1877
Non-commissioned staff'
and ballll ............
23 ...... do .... ..
.A.......................
23 ... ... do ..... .
B......................
33 ...... do ..... .
C......................
40' ...... do ..... .
D......................
28 ...... do .... ..
E......................
· 5~ ...... do .... ..
F......................
25 ...... do ..... .
G......................
33 . ..... do .. ... .
H......................
44 ...... rlo .... ..
I . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . ..
36 . ..... do ..... .
K..................... .
40 ...... Cio .... ..
L . . .. . .. . .. .. . . . . . .. . ..
3 ... . .. do .... ..
M......................
3 ...... do ... ..
Total . . . . . . . . . . . .

456

Santa Fe, N.Mex.
Do.
Fort Bayard, N.Mex.
Do.
Do.
Fort Union, N.Mex.
Do.
Fort Stanton, N.Mex.
Fort Bayard, N. Mex.
Fort Stanton, N.Mex.
Fort WingatH, N . .M.ex.
Fort Garland, Colo.
Fort Union, N.Mex.
Fort Stanton, N.Mex.

.

'
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G.-Staternent slwu:ing the organization of enlisted rnen of the Regular Arrny, g.c.-Continued.
TENTH REGIMENT OF CAVALRY.
[Authorized strength, 1,202.]

Station.

Companies, &c.

Headquarters ......... .
Non-commissioned staff
and band ........... .
A .................... . .
B ..................... .

C----------------------

D ..................... .
E ..................... .
F ..................... .

G----------------------

H ............. : ....... .

I.·-----··-····--------K ..................... .
L ....... :: ............. .
M ..................... .

Total. ___ . __ .. __ .

Aug. 31, 1877

Fort Concho, Tex.

35 .. _•.. do .. _. .

Do.
68 ...... rlo......
Do.
71 .. i ... do ...... Fort Duncan, Tex.
72 ..•.. do ...... FortMcKavett,Tex.
70 . ____ .do...... Fort Concho, Tex.
73 ...... do...... Fort San Felipe, Tex.
72 ...... do ...... Fo :t Clark, T l:'x.
7 ~ ...... do ...... Fort Gri~l>, _~ex.
"' ...... do ...... Fort Dav1 ~, 'Iex.
77 .• .••. do ...... I Fort Richardson, Tex.
71 ...... do ...... FortCJark,T1•X.
74 ...... do ...... Fort · C,•uch~>,To;x.
78 . ••••• do ...... Fort Clark, Tex.

l

9

927

FIRST REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY.
[Authorize-d strength, 498.*]
Headquarters ..... .. _..
Non-commissioned staff
and band ...... ·- ·- ··
A ..................... .
B ---- ............... ..

c -----------···--------

D .................... ..
E ..................... .
F -------·-···---···-· ··

G ------···-····-····-··

H-----··--···----···--·

I.·----· ........ -.-----Light Battery K ...... .
L .................... ..

M ..................... .
Total ...... ··----

Sept. 30, 1877 Fort Adams, R. I.
21 .••••. do ..... .
Do.
32 .•.•.. do . ... .. Fort Warren, Mass.

37 ...... do .... ..
28 , •••• . do ..... .
28 ...... do .... ..
31 .•• •.. do ..... .
37 ...... do ..... .
45 ...... do .... ..
33 ...... do .... ..
30 ...... do .... ..
64 ...... do .... ..
34 ...... do .... ..
28 .• .••. do ..... .

Fort Adams, R.I.
Fort Trumbull, Conn.
Fort Inrlependence, Mass.
Fort Adams, R. I.
Do.
Fort Monroe, Va.
Fort Preble, Me.
Fort Warren, Mass.
For t Adams, R.I.
Fort Independence, Mass.
Fort Trumbull, Conn.

448

*Non-commissioned staff, 5; light battery, 65; Artillery School battery, 48; o.ther batteries, 38.
SECOND REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY.
[Authorized strength, 498.]
Headquarters.-.- .....
Non-commissioned staff
and band ·----··-·--Light Battery A . .... ..
B ..................... .
(.)

--··-···-·--····--·---

D ..................... .
E .................... ..
F ------------··-------

G ............. . ...... ..

H ...... ---------------! . ................ . .... .
K ..................... .

L-- ----·-------···----·

M ...... ---·---·-- .... ..

Total ... _... __ ...

3w

Sept. 30, 1877 Fort Mc.Henry, Md.
19 .••••. do ..... .

Do.
1~2
. _•• _.do ... __ .
Do.
37 ...... do .... . Fort F note, Md.
3o ...... flo .... .. Fort .Johuston, N.C.
·35 . ..... do ..... . Fort McHenr:v, Md
32 . __ .. . do .. __ .. Carlisle Barracks, Pa.
30 ...... do .... ..
Do.
37 .. _... do ... ..
Do.
37 .. _... do .... .. Fort McHenry, Md.
3!-l .. .... do ... _.. Fori; Washinl!ton, D. C.
47 . ..... do ..... . Fort Monroe, Va.
37 ...... do .... .. Carlisle Bunacks. Pa.
32 . ..... do ..... .
Do.

48 J
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

G.-Statemen showing the organization of enlisteclmen of the Regulat· ATmy, g.c.-Continued,
THIRD REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY.
[Authorized stt·ength, 498.]

Date of report.

Companies, &c.

Headquarters .. ....... . ........ Sept. 30, 1tl77
Non-commissioned staff
and band.... ... . ....
19 ..... . do ... ~ ..
A .......... .. ..........
47 . .•••. do .... ..
B.. .... . .... ... ........
38 ...... do . .... .
LightBatteryC........
6:> ...... do .... ..
D......................
34 .. .... do .... ..
E......................
33 ...... do ... .. .
F......................
36 ...... do .. .. ..
G......................
32 ... ... do ..... .
H .... ............. .... .
35 . ..... do .... ..
I. . .. . . . . . .. .. . .. . .. . .. .
3•1 ...... do ..... .
K.. ... ......... ........
36 ..... . do . .... .
L ............ ..........
37 ..... do .... ..
M ...... . ............. ·.
37 ...... do .... . .
Recruit................
1 ............. .
Total............

Station.

Fort Hamilton, New York Harbor.
Do.
Fort Monroe, Va.
Fort Niagara, N.Y.
FortHamiiton, New York Harbor.
Do.
Fort ·wadsworth, New York Harbor.
Fort Ontario, N.Y.
:Fort Schuyler, New York Harbor.
Madison Barracks, N.Y.·.
Fort Wadsworth, New York Harbor.
Platt sburg Barracks, N.Y.
Fort Hamilton, New York Harbor.
Do.
Unassigned.

484

FOURTH REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY.
[Authorized strength, 498.]
Headquarters .. ................
Non-commis:;ionedstaff
and band ...... .... ..
25
A .................... ..
34
Light Battery B , ..... .
68

c .................... ..

D .................... ..
E ................ .. ... .
F .................... ..
G .................... ..
H .................... ..
I . ...... .... ........... .
K ... .. ............... ..
L .................... ..
M .................... ..

Musicians ........... ..
Total............

Aug. 31, 1877 Presidio, San Francisco, Cal.
.... .. do ......

Do.
June 30, 1877 Fort fownsend , Wash.
Aug. 31, 1877 Presidio, Sao Francisco, Cal.
29 June 30, 1877
Do.
34 .. .... do ... .. Fort Ca11by, Wash.
27 ...... do .. ... . Presidio, San Francisco, Cal.
28 Aug. 31, 1877 Puint i::ian Jo Re, Cal.
37 June 30, 1r<77 Fort Canby, Wash.
35 Aug. 31. 1877 Alcatraz I~land, Cal.
49 . .... . do ..... . Fort MPnroe, Va.
3~ ... ~ .. do . ... .. Alcatraz Island, Cal.
27 ...... do ..... .
Do.
'32 . .... do . .. . . . Fort Stevens, Oreg.
4 Oct.
3, 1877 Left Fort Columbus.

461

FIFTH REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY.
[Authorized strength, 498 ]
Headquarters. . . . . . . . . . . ..... . .
Non-commissioned staff
and band .......... ..
19
A .................... ..
36
B ..................... .
27

c .................... ..

M .................... ..

46
36
38
61
22
26
3
3
29
24

Total......... .. .

440

D ................... ..

E .................... ..
Light Battery F ....... .
G ......... . .......... ..
H
I
K
L

.................... ..
.................... ..
............... .. ... ..
................. ... ..

Sept. 30, 1877 Chrleston, S.C.
...... do ..... .
. ..... do .... ..
... ... do .... ..
...... do .... ..
...... do .... ..
. ..... do .... ..
...... do .. .. ..
...... do .... ..
...... do ..... .
. ..... do .... ..
. ..... do .. .. ..
...... do .... ..
...... do .... ..

Do.
Saint ..!.ugustine, Fla..
Fort :Barr an cas, l!'la.
Fort Monroe, Va.
Savannah, Ga.
Charle!lton, S. C.
Do.
Fort Brooke, Fla.
Do.
Charleston, S. C.
Saint Augustine, Fla
:B'ort Barrancas, Fla
Do.
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GENERAL OF THE ARMY.

G.-Statement showing the 01·ganization of enlisted me.n of the Regular Army, ~c.-Continued.
FIRST REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized strenp;tb, 375. *]

Date of report.

Companies, &c.

Headquarters ......... ..... ... . Aug. 31, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
and band............
19 ...... do ..... .
A.................... ..
37 ...... do ..... .
B......................
37 ...... do ..... .
() ·--- -· ------.--.-----.
32 ...... do ..... .
D......................
34 ...... do ..... .
E......................
36 . ..... do ..... .
F......................
36 .. .... do . .... .
G......................
. 35 ...... do ..... .
H......................
37 ...... do ..... .
I.......................
35 ...... do ..... .
K......................
37 ...... do ..... .
Total............

Station.

Fort Randall, Dak.
Do .
Do.
Fort Sully, Dak.
Fort Randall, Dak.
Lower Brule Agency, Dak.
Fort Randall, Dak.
l-ower Brule Agency, Dak.
Fort Sully, Dak.
Do.
Fort Randall, Dak.
Fort Sully, Dak.

375

• Non-commissioned staff, 5; companies, 37 each.
SECOND REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized strength, 375.]
Headquarters ................. . Aug. 31, 1877 Fort Lapwai, Idaho.
Non-commissioned staff
and band............
16 ...... do ....•.
Do.
A......................
32 ...... do ..... .
Do.
B......................
36 ..... do ..... .
Do.
Do.
cD......................
·---···--------·-----36 ..... do ..... .
35 ..... do ..... .
Do.
Do.
E......................
34 ..... do ..... .
Do.
F......................
30 ..... do ..... .
G..................... .
35 ...... do ..... .
Do .
H......................
34 ...... do ..... .
Do .
I...................... .
33 ... ... do ..... .
Do .
K......... .. ...........
34 ..... do .... .
Do.
Recruits...............
6 Oct. 4, 1877 Left Columbus Barracks.
Do...............
2 Oct. 3, 1877 Left Fort Columbus.
Total . • . . • . . • • .

363
~

THIRD REGIMENT 01~ INFANTRY.
[Authorized strength, 375.]
Headquarters .. ....... .
Non-commissioned staff
and band ........... .
A ..................... .
B .................... ..

c ..................... .

D ............... ... ... .
E ..... ................ .

F ................... .. .
G ..................... .
H .................... ..
1 ...................... .
K ..................... .

Recruit' .•............. .
Total ......•.....

Sept. 30, 1877
20 ...... do ..... .

Helena, Mont.

28 ...... do ..... .
33 ...... do ..... .
34 ...... do ..... .
25 ...... do ..... .
33 ...... do .... ..
35 ...... do ..... .
36 .. .... do .... ..
34 ...... do .... . .
26 ...... do .... ..
35 .. .... do .... ..
1 Oct. 4, 1877 Left

340

I

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Columbus Barracks.
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REPORT OF THE, SECRETARY OF WAR.

G.-Statement showing the o1·ganization of enlisted nwn of the Regulctr Army, <fc.-Continued.
'.F OURTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized strength, 375.]
I

Date of report.

Companies, &c.

Headquarters."/ ...... .
Non-commissioned staff
and band ........... .
A .................... ..
B ..................... -

c ---------------------·

D------ .......... ------ .
E ................ ... .. .

F .......... .. ..... .... .
G ..................... .
H ..................... .
I ...... --.---- .. -------.
K ....... ... ........... .

Recruits! ...... ... ..... .
Total .. .. . .. .. .. .

Sept. 30," 1877

Station.

Fort Bridger, Wyo.

...... do .. .. . .
...... do .......
. -- - .. d 0-- ~ - . .
...... do .... .'.
...... do ..... .
..... . do .... .
...... rlo ..... .
...... rlo ..... .
...... do ..... .

Do.
Fort .Fred Steele, Wyo.
Fort McKinney, Wyo.
Fort Fetterman, Wyo.
Omaha Barracks, Nebr.
:Fon McKinney, Wyo.
Fort•Fetterman, Wyo.
]'ort Bridger, Wyo.
Camp Stambaugh, Wyo.
33 ...... do .... . . Fort McKinney, Wyo.
36 ...... do ..... . Fort :Bridger, Wyo.
8 Oct. 3, ltl77 Left Fort Columbus.

16
35
36
32
32
35
35
36
3:l

367

FIFTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized strength, 375.]
Headquarters .................. Aug. 31, 1877 Tongue River Barracks, Mont.
Non-commissioned staff
and band . .. .. . .. . .. .
17 . ..... do ... ,..
Do.
A ... ·. ..................
34 .. .... do......
Do.
B .. . ..... .. . . . .. . . ... . .
38 ...... do . . . . . .
Do.
c..... .. .. . . . . . .. . .. .. ..
37 ...... do. .. . . .
Do.
D............... . ......
33 ...... do ......·
Do.
E......................
38 ..... . do..... .
Do.
F......................
38 . ..... do. .. ...
Do.
G......................
38 ...... do......
Do.
H . .. . . . . • • • . • . . . • . . . • • .
35 . ..... do . . . . . .
Do.
I . . .. ·. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .
36 ...... do.. .. . .
Do.
K.......................
36 ...... do ......
Do.
Total. . ..........

380

SIXTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized streugth, 375.1
Headquarters .... .. ........... .
Non-commissioned staff
and baud .......... ..
21
.A. ..................... .
37
B . ................... ..
35

c ..................... .

D ..................... .

E ...... ...... ..... .... .
F ..................... .
G ........... ..... ..... .
H ............... ..... .
! . ................ ..... .
K .... ........ .... ..... .

Total........... .

Aug. 31, 1877

Fort Buford, Dak.

...... do .... ..
Do .
... ... do ..... . Fort Rice, Dak.
...... do ... .. Fort A. Lincoln, Dak.
32 ...... do .... .. Fort Buford, Dak.

30 ...... do ..... .
Do .
28 ...... do .. ... .
Do.
31 ...... do .... ..
Do.
35 ...... do .... ..
Do.
30 ...... do . .... . Fort Stevenson, Dak.
30 ...... do .... .. Fort Buford, Dak.
35 ...... do ..... : Fort Stevenson, Dak.
344
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GENERAL OF 1'HE .ARMY.

G.-Statement showing the organization of enlisted men of the .Regulat· A:nny, g-c.-Continued.
SEVENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized

Date of report.

Companies, &c.

Headquarters ... . ............. . Aug. 31, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
19 ...... do .... ..
and band ........... .
.A. .................... ..
29 ...... do .. ..
B .................... ..
37 .June 30, 1877
38 Aug. 31, 1877
c .................... ..
D .................... ..
23 ...... do .... ..
E . ................... ..
24 ...... do ..... .
F .................... ..
29 ...... do .... ..
G ..................... .
27 ...... do .... ..
H ..................... .
3:l ...... do .... ..
! ...................... .
33 ...... do ..... .
K ..................... .
27 ...... do .... ..
Total............

stren~th, 375.]

Station.

Fort Shaw, Mont.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Fort Ellis, Mont.
Camp Raker, Mont.
Do.
Fort Benton, Mont.
Fort Shaw, Mont.
Do.
Do.
Do.

318

EIGHTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized strength,· 375.]
Headquarters ................ :. Aug. :n, 1877 Prescott, Ariz.
Non-commissioned staff
and band ........... .
20 ...... do......
Do.
'
A ..................... .
35 ...... do ...... Camp Verde, Ariz.
B .................... ..
36 ...... do......
Do.
c ..................... .
34 ...... do...... Camp McDowell, Ariz.
D ..................... .
35 ...... do ...... Camp Thomas, .A.I'iz.
E ..................... .
34 ....•. do ...... · Camp Apache, Ariz.
F .................... ..
34 ...... do ...... Fort Whipple, Ariz.
G ... .. ................ .
35 ...... do ...... Camp Apache, Ariz.
H ..................... .
34 .June 30, 1877 San Diego Barracks, Cal.
! ...................... .
33 Aug. 31, 1877 Camp Grant, Ariz.'
K ..................... .
36 ...... do ...... Ca.mp Lowfll!, Ariz.
Recruits ............. ..
2 Oct. 3, 1877 Left Fort Columbus.
Do ........ ..... ..
2 .July,-, 1877 Left San ]'ranchwo.
Do .............. .
1 Aug.-, l R77 Left San Frandsco.
Total . . . . . . • .. . . .

:-m
NINTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized strength, 375.]

Headquarters ................. . Sept. 30, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
and band .......... ..
21 ...... do .... ..
A ..... .............. . ..
32 ...... do .... ..
B ............. .. ... ,. •.
33 ...... do .... ..
c ............ .. ....... .
36 ·...... do .... ..
D ..................... .
34 .. .... do .... ..
E ..................... .
37 ...... do .... ..
F ..................... .
34 ...... do .. ... .
G ..................... .
3~ .. ... . do ..... .
H ..................... .
34 ...... do ..... .
! ................. ... ..
36 ...... do .... ..
K ..................... .
34 ...... do .... ..
Recruits~----- ......... .
4 Oct. 3, 1877
Total............

367

Omaha Barracks, Nebr.
Do.
N9rth Platte, Nebr.
Omaha Barracks, Nebr.
Fort Laramie, Wyo.
Omaha Barracks, Nebr.
Fort McKinney, Wyo.
Omaha Barracks, Nebr.
Camo Robinson, Nebr.
Omaha Barracks, Nebr.
Do.
Do.
Left Fort Columbus.
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G.-Statement showing the organization of enlisted men of the Regular Army, ~c.-Continued.
TENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
(Authorized strength, 375.]

Date of report.

Companies, &c.

Headquarters ................. . Aug. 31, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
22 ...... do .... ..
and band ..•.....•...
45 ...... do .... ..
A ..................... .
43 ...... do .... ..
B .................... ..
40 ...... do .... ..
48 ...... do .... ..
49 ...... do .... ..
E ..................... .
47 ...... do .... ..
F ..................... .
41 ...... do .... ..
G .................... ..
44 ...... do .... ..
H .................... ..
44 ...... do .... ..
1 ...................... .
44 ...... do .... ..
K .................... ..

g::::::::::::::::::::::

Total............

Station.

Fort McKavett, Tex.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Fort Mcintosh, Tex.
San Antonio, Tex.
Fort McKavett, Tex.
Fort Clark, Tex.
Do.
Fort McKavett, Tex.
Fort Clark, Tex.

467

ELEVENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
(Authorized strength, 375.]
Headquarters ................ .. Aug. 31, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
and band .......... ..
22 ...... do .... ..
3;1 ...... do ..... .
A .................... ..
B ....................... .
34 ...... do .... ..
37 ...... do .... ..
c ..................... .
37 ...... do .... ..
D ..................... .
E ..................... .
35 ...... do .... ..
F .................... ..
36 ...... do ..... .
38 ...... do .... ..
G . .................... .
H ......... _ ......... ..
25 ...... do .... ..
1 ..................... ..
36 ...... do .... ..
K .................... ..
34 ...... do .... ..
Total .......--. ....

Cheyenne Agency, Dak.
Do.
Do.
Big Horn Barracks, Mont.
Do.
Cheyenne Agency, Dak,
Do.
Big Horn Barracks, Mont.
Cheyenne Agency, Dak.
Big Horn Barracks, Mont.
Cheyenne Agency, Dak.
Do.

368

TWELFTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
(Authorized strength 375]
Headquarters ................ .. Aug. 31, 1!i77
Non-commissioned staff
24 ...... do .... ..
and band .......... ..
27 ...... do .... ..
A ..................... .
3:'i ...... do .... ..
B .................... ..
18 June 30, 18i7
c ..................... .
34 Aug. 31, 1877
D ..................... .
34 ...... do .... ..
E .................... ..
28 ...... do ..... .
F ..................... .
32 ...... do .... ..
G ...... . ............. ..
31 ...... do .... ..
H ..................... .
28 .. ."••. do .... ..
1 ..................... .
27 ...... do ... ..
K ..................... .
24 July -, 1877
Recruits .............. .
6 Oct.
3, 1877
Do ............... .
Total............

348

Angel Island, Cal.
Do.
Camp Mojave, Ariz.
Benicia Barracks, Cal.
Angel Island, Cal.
Do.
Camp Gaston, Cal.
Angel I sland , Cal.
Camp Bidwell, Cal.
Camp Halleck, Nev.
Camp McDermit, Nev.
Benicia Barracks, Cal.
Left San Francisco.
Left Fort Columbus.

•
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G.-Statement showing the organizaUon of enlisted rnen of the Regular Arrny, <fc.-Continued.
THIRTEENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[.Authorized strength, 375.]

Date of report.

Companies, &c.

Headquarters ......... .
Non-commissioned staff
and band ........... .
A ..................... .

Sept. 30,1877 Jackson Barracks, La.

F ..................... .
G ..................... .
H .................... ..
I ..................... .
K ..................... .

18
33
34
31
36
35
35
33
35
34
33

Total ........... .

357

B ..................... .

c ..................... .

D ..................... .

E ..................... .

Station.

...... do .... ..
...... do .... ..
...... do ..... .
...... do .... ..
...... do .... ..
...... do ... ..
...... do ..... .
...... do .... ..
...... do ... ..
...... do .... ..
...... do .... ..

Do.
Do.
Baton Rouge, La.
Litt-le Rock, Ark.
Jackson Barracks, La.
Little Rock, Ark.
Baton Rouge, La.
Lake Charles, La.
Jackson Barracks, La.
Do.
Baton Rouge, La..

1

FOURTEENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[.Authorized strength, 375.)
Headquarters.. . . .. .. .. . ....... .Aug. 31, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
and band .......... ..
19 ...... do ..... .
A ..................... .
37" ...... do ..... .
B ..................... .
34 ...... do ..... .
c .................... ..
33 ... .. .. do .... ..
D ..................... .
:~5 ...... do .... ..
E ..................... .
34 ...... do ..... .
F ..................... .
36 .••••• do .. .. ..
34 ...... do ..... .
G .................... ..
36 ...... do ..... .
H .................... ..
I ..................... .
34 ...... do .... ..
35 ...... do .. ... .
K .................... ..
Recruit .............. ..
1 Oct.. 4, 1877
Do . ............... .
2 Oct. 3, 1877

Camp Douglas, Utah.
Do.
Fort Hall, Idaho.
Carup Robinson, Nebr.
Camp Sheridan, Nebr.
Camp Douglas, Utah.
Do.
Camp Robinson, Nebr.
Camp Donglas, Utah.
Fort Cameron, Utah.
Camp Douglas, Utah.
Fort Hartsnfl', .Nebr.
Left Columbus Barracks.
Left Fort Columbus.

Total .......... ..
FIFTEENTH REGIMENT OF INF.ANTRY.
[.Authorized strength, 375.]
Headquarters ............... .. .Aug. 31, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
and band .......... ..
17 ...... do ..... .
A ..................... .
3o ...... do .... ..
B ..................... .
36 ...... do ..... .
c ..................... .
29 ...... do ..... .
D ..................... .
35 ...... do ..... .
E .................... ..
29 ...... do .... ..
F .................... ..
30 ...... do . .... .
G ..................... .
31 ...... do .... ..
H ................... ..
32 ...... do ..... .
! ...................... .
30 ...... do ... .. .
K ..................... .
32 ...... do .... ..
Musicians ........... ..
4 .Aug. 22, 1877
Total............

335

Fort Wingate, N.Mex.
Do.
Fort Craig, N. Mex.
Fort Garland, Col.
Fort Union, N.Mex.
Fort Wingate, N.Mex.
Fort Bayard, N.Mex.
Fort Union, N.Mex.
Fort Craig, N. Mex.
Fort Stanton, N. Mex.
Fort ~farc,y, N. Mex.
Fort Wingate, N.Mex.
Left Fort Columbus.
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G.-Statement Bhowing the otganizaUon of enliBtecl nwn of the Regular A1·rny, g.c.-Continued.
SIXTEENTH REGIMENT OF IN'FANTRY.
[Authorized strength, 375.]

Date of report.

Companies, &c.

Headquarters .......... ...... . Sept. 30, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
and band ........... .
20 ...... do .... ..
A ..................... ..
3::1 ...... do .... ..
B ..................... .
34 . ..... do ..... .
c ..................... .
33 ..... do .... ..
D ..................... .
33 ...... do ..... .
E .................... ..
34 ...... do ..... .
]!' .................... ..
33 ...... do ..... .
G .................... ..
36 ...... do .... ..
H .................... ..
33 ...... do .... ..
I .................... ..
36 ...... do .... ..
K .................... ..
34 ..... do .... ..
Recruits ............. ..
9
Total............

Station.

Fort Riley, Kans.
Do.
Do.
Fort Sill, I nil. T.
Fort Riley, Kans.
Fort Sill, Ind. T.
Fort Reno, Ind. T.
Fort Wallace, Kans.
Fort Hays, Kans.
Fort Riley, Kans.
Fort Reno, In <'I. T.
Fort Gibson, Ind. T.
Unassigned.

368

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized strength, 375.]
Headqnarters ....... .......... . Sept. 30, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
and band .......... ..
19 ...... do .... ..
A .................... ..
35 ...... do .... ..
B .................... ..
33 ...... do .... ..
c ..................... .
36 . ..... do ..... .
D ..................... .
32 ...... do .... ..
E ..................... .
35 ...... do .... . .
'F .................... ..
33 ...... do .... ..
G ..................... .
32 ...... do .... . .
H ..................... .
35 ...... do .... ..
I .................... ..
31 ...... do ..... .
K ..................... .
33 ...... do ... . ..
Total............

Standing Rock, Dak.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Fort Abrflham Lincoln, Dak.
Standing Rock, Dak.
Do.
Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dak.
Standing Rock, Dak .
Do.
Do.

354

EIGHTEENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
1 A.uthorized strength, 375.J

~~~~c~~~t~~~~~;~d~t~ff ........ Sept. ~0, 1877 Atlanta, Ga.
and band... ....... ..
A.....................

B......................
C.. ...... ...... ........
D......................

E......... .............

F.. ................ . . ..
G..... ............... ..

R ...... ................
I ...... ...... ......... .
K......................

Recruit ............ ... .

.. .... do......
...... do ......
...... clo ......
. ..... rlo.. ....
.. .... clo.. ....
. . : ... do......
...... do . .....
. . . . .. do ......
..... do ......
. . . ... <lo ... . ..
..... r1o .....
1 Oct. 3,1877

18
34
34
36
34
34
36
36
36
35
33

Total ............ -367 -~

Do.
Chattanooga, Tenn.
Atlanta, Ga.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

Do.
Newport Barracks, Ky.
Do.
Atlanta, Ga.
Lef~ Fort Columbus.

I

· ---------------~----~---------------------------------

-

----- -----
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G.-Statement showing the organization of enlisted men of the Reg1£lar Army, 4·c.-Continued.
NINETEENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized strength, 375.]

Date of report.

Companies, &c.

Headquarters ................ . Sept. 30, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
and band ........... ..
17 ...... do .... ..
A · ..................... .
33 ...... do .... ..
B ..................... .
28 ..... do ... ..
31 ...... do .... .
c ····-----·-· ......... .
30 ..... do .... .
D ............ ······ .. ..
E ..................... .
27 . ....• do .... .
F .................... ..
26 ..... do . ... ..
G ..................... .
27 ...... do .... ..
H .................... ..
29 ...... do .... ..
31 ...... do .... ..
I .................... .
36 ...... do .... ..
K .................... .
Total............

Station.

Fort Lyon, Col.
Do.
Camp Supply, Ind. Ter.
Do.
Fort Elliott, Tex.
Fort Larned, Ras.
Fort Lyon, Col.
Fort Dodge, Ras.
Do.
Fort Lyon. Col.
Fort Eiliott, Tex.
Fort Lyon, Col.

315

TWENTIETH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized strength, 375.]
Headquarters ................ .. Aug. 31, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
and band ........... ..
20 ...... r1o .... ..
A ..................... .
29 ...... do ... ..
B .................... ..
26 ...... do .... ..
c .................... .
37 .'. •.. . do .... ..
D ..................... .
29 ...... do .... ..
E ..................... .
27 ...... do ..... .
F .................... ..
35 ...... do .... ..
G ..................... .
24 ... ... do .... ..
If. ..................... .
30 ...... do .... ..
I .................... ..
22 ...... do .... ..
28 ...... do ... . ..
K ..................... .
Recruit ............ ... .
1 Oct. 11, 1877
Total............

Fort Snelling, Minn.
Do.
Fort Sisseton, Dak.
Fort Snellinp;, Minn.
Fort Totten, Dak.
Fol't Pembina, Dak.
Fort Sisseton, Dak.
Fort Pembina, Dak.
Fort l::inelling, Minn.
Fort Totten, Dak.
Fort Pembina, Dak.
Fort Totten,. Dak.
Left Fort Columbus.

308

TWENTY-FIRST REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized strength, 375.]
Headquarters ................ .. Aug. 31, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
and band.............
20 ...... do ..... .
A ............ -~---·....
31 . ..... do ..... .
B......................
29 June 30, 1877
c ............... :......
~7 ...... do .... ..
D .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. . .. . .
32 ...... do ..... .
'E ------------ ·----- ....
29 ...... do .... .
F......................
30 .Aug. 31, 1877
G ................... :..
31 ...... do ......
H......................
28 June 30,1877
I ...... ...... ...... ....
30 ...... do . . .. . .
Aug. 31, 1877
it~~~~ it~::':::::::::::::
Aug. -,1 877
Do...............
3 Oct. 4, 1677
Do...............
1 Oct. 3, 1877

ig

Total .. . . . . . . • . ..

333

Fort Vancouver, Wash.
Do .
Fort BoiAe, Idaho.
Fort Walla Walla, Wash.
Fo1·t Townsend, Wash.
Fort Vancouver, Wash .
Do.
Fort Klamath, Oreg.
Fort Vancouver, Wash.
Fort Walla Walla. Wash.
Fort Vancouver, Wash.
Camp Harney, Oreg.
Left San Francisco.
Left Columbus Barracks.
Left Fort Columbus.
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G.-Statement showing the 01'ganization of enlisted men of the Regular Army, <fc.-Continued.
TWENTY-SECOND REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Autboriz.e d strength, 37fi.]

Date of report.

Companies, &c.

Headquarter~;~ ... .

............. . S~t. 30,1877
Non-commissioned staff
·
and band ............ .
23 ...... do .... ..
2~
..... do .... ..
A .................. --- B ..................... ..
29 ..... do .... ..
27
..... do .... ..
cD ..........
----··---------------26 ... ... do ..... .
------ ..... .
E
F
G
H
I
K

................... ..
..................... .
------------ .. -- .... ..
.......... ·-.--- ..... .
.................... ..
......... . .......... ..

30 ...... rlo .... ..
34 ...... do ..... .
33 ..... do .... ..
38 ...... do .... ..

32 ...... do .... ..
31 ..... do .... ..
3 Oct. 10, 1877
2 Oct. 22, 1877
1 Oct. 25, 1817

Recruits ............. ..
Mnsicians ........... ..
Recruit ............... .
Total .. .. . . .. .. ..

Station.

Fort Wayne, Mich.
Do.

no.

Fort Porter, N. Y.
Fort Wayne, Mic·h.
Fort Mackinac, Mich.
Do.
·
Fort Brady, Mich.
Fort Porter, N.Y.
Fort Wayne, Mich.
Fort Gratiot., Mich.
Fort Brady, Mich.
Left Fort Columbus.
Left Columbns Barracks.
Left Fort Columbus.

338

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
LAuthorized strength, 375.]
Headquarters ......... . ...... .. Sept. 30,1877 Fort Leavenworth, K~s.
Non-commissioned staff
and bancL .......... ..
25 ...... do .... ..
Do.
A ..................... .
33 ...... do .... ..
Do.
B ..................... .
26 ... ... rlo .... .. Fort Dodge, Kas.
c .................... ..
35 ...... do .... .. Fort Leavenworth, Kas.
D ..................... .
35 ...... do .... ..
Do.
33 ...... do .... ..
Do.
E---------- ........... .
F .................... ..
3fi ...... do .... ..
Do.
G ......... .. ...... ... ..
34 ... ... do .... ..
Do.
37 ...... do .... .. Fort Gibson, Ind. Ter.
H .......... -..... -----I .................... ..
32 ...... do .... .. Fort Leavenworth, Kas.
33 ...... do .... ..
K----- . . - ............ ..
Do.
Total............

358

TWENTY-FOURTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized strength, 375.]
Headquarters . ........ .. ....... Sept. 30, 1877
Non-commissioned staff
and band.............
4 ...... do ... . ..
A......................
37 .. .... do .... ..
B . . . .. .. . . . .. . . .. .. .. ..
37 ... ... do .... ..
C......................
27 ...... do .... ..
D......................
37 .. .... do .... ..
E .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. • .. .. ..
F . ••. . . . . . . . • . . . . •. . • . .

G......................

H......................

2 ...... clo ..... .
37 .. .... do .... .
29 ...... do .... ..
31 .. .... do ..... .

I .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .

29 .... .. do ... .. .

K ... : • • .. .. . . . . . . . . .. ..

33 ...... do .... ..

Total .....••..

--- ~-329

Fort Clark, Tex.
Do.
Do.
Fort Duncan, Tex.
Ringgold Barracks, Tex.
Fort Clark, Tex.
Fort Brown, Tllx.
Fort Duncan, Tex.
Ringgold Barracks, Tex.
Fort Brown, Tex.
Ringgold Barracks,·Tex.
Do.

43

GENERAL OF THE ARMY.

G.-Statement showing the organizcttion of enlisted men of t}te Regular Army, <)·c.-Continued.
TWENTY-FIFTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY.
[Authorized strength, 375.]_

Date of report.

Companies, &c.

Headquarters._ ....... .
Non-commissioned staff
and band .. __ . ______ ..

.A_ _______________ _____ _

B-----------·---------C ..................... .
D ..................... .

E----------·-----------

F ..................... .

G ..•...................
H ..................... .
IK -------------------_____________________--_

Total ........... .

Station.

Sept. 30, 1877 Fort Davis, Tex.
21 _..... do ..... .
32 .• •... do.----·

29 .. .... do.----31 .. .... do. __ .. .
34 . ___ •. do ..... .
32 ..•... do ..... .
311 .• •••. do ... .
31 .••.. . do ... .. .
31 . _.... do ..... .
32 ...... do . .. . . .
36 ...... do ..... .

Do.
Do.
Fo-rt Clark, 'l'ex.
Fort Stockton, Tex.
Do.
Fort Clark, Tex.
Fort Stockton, Tex.
Fort Concho, Tex.
Fort Davis, Tex.
Do.
Fort Clark, Tex.

345

ENGINEER BATTALION.
[Authorized strength, 200.]
Headquarters .. _.. ____ . _...... . Sept. 30, 1877 Willets Point, New York Harbor.
Non-commissioned staff
and band.............
10 ...... do ..... .
Do.
A......................
43 ...... do ..... .
Do.
B .. ......... . ______ . __ .
46 . _. ___ do _____ .
Do.
50 ...... do ..... .
C . . . .... . .. . . . .. . . .. . . .
Do.
Do.
2 ...... do ..... .
D ······----·-········-E --------- -- -- --- ----··
47 ...... do ..... . West Point, N.Y.
TotaL.. __ .......

--r-198
E:.~~-ed Date of report.

Available recruits at Fort Columbus, New York Harbor,* general service 33,
and colored none ...................................... -----------------Available recruits at Columbus Barracks, Ohio, general service 20, and colored 1 ...... . ...... _. _.......................................... ___ •• _____ _
Available recruits at Saint Louis Barracks, Missouri, mounted service and
colored . .. . .. .. .. . ............. _.. . . .. . .. . .. ......... _................. ..
Available recruits at New York City, mounted service ...... ............... .

33

Oct. 31,

1877

21

Oct. 20,

1877

0
0

Oct. ~o.
Oct. 20,

1877
1877

Total ................................................................ .

54

Perman ent and recruiting parties, music-boys, and recruits at depots not
available for assignment . . . .. ................. ..... ........... .......... .
Gen_er_a~-service men on duty in bureaus of the War Department, Army,
Division, and department headqt1arters, &c ............................... .
Ordnance Department, authorized 350 . ..................................... .
West Point detachments, authorizfld 200 ... _.......... _................... .
Prison-j!uard, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, authorized 74 ....... .... ........ ..
Hospital-stewarus, authorized 200 ... ........................ .. ......... .... .
Ordnance-sergeants, authorized 114 ........................ ....... ........ ..
Commissary-sergeants, authorized 148 . ............................. _...... ..
Indian scouts, authorized 600 . ................. ·............................. .
Signal detachment, authorized 400 .............................. _... _....... .

527

Oct. 20,

1877

336
346
178
74
182
114
146
!'i82
405

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

1877
1877
1877
1877
1877
1877
1877
1877
1877

Authorized recruiting parties, 300.
*Assigned to Fiftll Artillery.

31,
31,
31,
31,
31,
31,
31,
31,
31,
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G.-Staternent s?wwi11g the ol'ganization of enlisted rnen of the Regnlar A1·my, g·c.-Continued.
RECAPITULd.TION.
Number

Regiment.

of men.

First Cavalry . .. .. ... . .................. .
Second Cavalry ...................... . .. .
Third Ca.valry ........ .. ........... ... ... .
Fourth Cavalry ..... ............. . . ..... .
Fifth Cavalry .... .. .................... .
Sixth Cavalry ........................... .
'Seventh Cava1ry . ........... -....... ... . .
Eighth Cavalry .................. . ...... .
Ninth Cavalry ..... . ... . .... ... ... ...... .

~~~s\hfr~nt~~~ :::::: ::::::~ ::::::::::::::
Second Artillery ....................... .
Third Artillery ...... ...... .. ..... . ..... .
Fourth Artillery ........................ .

~!~!~ :tlr~~~~~·iv:~::: : ::::::::::::::::::: : ~

Second Infantry . .......... . ...... .. ..... .
Third Infantry ........• ..... .. ....... .. . .

-~Seventh
~ri{}:~1~t~:
~ ~ ~ ~ ~::: ~ ~ ~:·:::::::::::: :_
Infantry ....................... .

¥~~~i\~~f~1~?:::::::::::::::: ~:::::::::

Eleventh Infantry ...................... .
Twelfth Infantry ....................... .
Thirteenth Infantry ... . ...... .. ........ .
Fourteenth Infantry . ................... .
Fifteenth Infantry: ............. . ....... .
Sixteenth Infa11try ... .................. . .
Seventeenth Infantry ................... .

726
902
833
8~5

84 0
6tl2
9a2
818
456
927
448
480
484
461
440
375
363
340
367
380
344
31tl
371
367
467
368
348
3::i7
370
335
368
354

Regiment.
Eighteenth Infantry . .. . .. . . .. . .. .. .. .. . .
Nineteenth Infantry . .. . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . .
Twentieth Infantry...... . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .
Twenty-fi rst Infant.ry.....................
Twenty-second Infantry..................
Tweut.y -third Infantry................... .
Tweuty-fourth Infantry..................
Twenty-fifth Infantry.....................
Engineer Battalion ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Permanent ani! recruiting parties, music-

~iiyn%!~f. ~~~~~~t_s_ ~~~ -~~~~~~~~~ _f:o.~ a~~.

General-service men on duty in the bur eam; of the War Department, Army,
divieion, and department headquarters,
&c......................................
Ordnance department.....................
West Point detachments..................
Prison-guard.................. .. ...........
Hospital-stewards ...... .. ---- .. ---- · · ·-- ·
Ordnance-sergeants ..................... -- .

Yumber

of men.
367

315
308
3~3

338
358
329
345
198

527

336
346
178
~~

1

114

~~ili.:!i~~~rJ;:e~~~~~-t-s_:::: :::::: : ::: ::::::

§~~

Total . .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .
*Signal detachment . .. .. . . .. . . • . .. . . .. .. .

21, 886
405

Total with signal detachment........
Total, October 15, 1877. . . . . . • • • . . • . . . .

22,291

Loss . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . .. .. . . . . . . . .

17

Available recruits at depots . . .. .. . . . . -... .

22, 308

*Not included in the 25,000 authorized by law.

H.-REPORT OF THE RECRUITING SERVICE FOR THE YEAR
E~DING OCTOBER 1, 1877.
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, October 10, 1877.
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following annual report of
the recruiting service.
The superintendency of the general recruiting service is established
at New York City, with depots at Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, and
Columbus Barracks, Ohio. The superintendency and depot for the
mounted recruiting service are at Saint Louis Barracks, Missouri.
The rendezvou for organizations in the Division of the Pacific are
under the supervi ion of the divi ion commander, but the number of
men there enlisted has been insufficient to keep up the strength of the
organization in that section of the country.
During the year, and until June 1, rendezvous were in operation,
p rmanently or temporarily, in the following cities, viz: New York, Boston, a hington, Bntl'alo, Jersey City, Baltimore, Cleveland, Chicago,
Indianap li , Saint Louis, a hville, Cincinnati, Pittsburg, Philadel1 hia,
troit, Atlanta, femphi , Louis ille, and San Francisco.
On lay 9, in accordance with in tructions from the Secretary of
ar, r cruiting for the general and mounted service was suspended;
a.nd June all rendezvou were di continued, and the recruiting parh
ther at rdered to the d pot , in consequence of the failure of the
u ual ap ropria i n £ r the upport of the Army.
r n Z"\ u ' a opened at San Franci co about July 5, with a view
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to enlistments for the much reduced companies engaged in Indian hostilities in the Department of Columbia, but it was discontinued August 28.
The only enlistments now authorized are for skilled artisans and m~
sicians-of which but very few are obtained-to meet the urgent applications received at this department from company COPlmanders.
. The strength of the permanent parties has been reduced to the lowest compatible with efficiency as garrisonR at the depots. .
.
It is reported that the precautions· taken to secure good recrmts at.
rendezvous, and their subsequent instruction and discipline at the depots, have been the means of supplying regiments with a superior class
of men. Whatever is wanted to ful1y effect this object is due to the·
urgent calls for recruits to make up a show of strength on our frontier,
which at times have kept the depots drained as fast as detachments or
sufficient size could be made up, thus allowing, but a limited time forinstruction.
Under the system ofrecruiting prescribed in General Orders No. 126,
of November 20, 1874, (a ~opy herewith, marked A,) many deserters have·
been detected, and many di~reputable and dishonorably discharged soldiers foiled in their attempts to re-enter the Army. As soon as an ap-·
plication is received for permission to enlist a man at a military post
other than a regula.r recruiting station, the muster-rolls and records of
· this office are consulted to ascertain what his previous character has.
been, if in the Army before. If not good, he is rejected. Again, while
a man awaits the result of the application to enlist him, opportunity is
given to observe him, and he is often rejected before the authority can
be received to enlist him. These views of the value of this system arefully justified by the experience of last fall, wll'en, to meet the urgency
of the demand for recruits to fill up the seven cavalry regiments increased by act of Congress to 1,200 men each, these rules were sus-·
pended, and all able-bodied applicants were received. Desertions and
discharges, on account of worthlessness and of minority, from among
the men enlisted at that time have been beyond all proportion greater·
than from the rest of the Army. For this reason, and possibly also in
a few cases from no payments being made, the number of desertions.
during this year appears somewhat greater than last. Until this year
the number has been steadily decreasing each year since the war.
Previous recommendations are hereby renewed, that authority be·
given by law to enlist boys over twelve years of age, with the consent
of their parents or guardians, to learn music, so that the great demand
for field-music can be supplied. This authority would ::~ecure for the
service a class of lads who have not lost that suppleness necessary to
proficiency in learning music, arid would, besides supplying the very
frequent applications for :field -music, permit the enlistment of sons of
old soldiers who have hardly any other opening to an honest means of
livelihood. Prior to July 4, 1864, boys of this age were enlisted and
successfully used as field-musicians, and it is believed that the legislation appro,·ed that date, which prescribes sixteen years of age as the
lowest limit, was entirely accidental. Boys enlisted as musicians were·
instructed, at the depots, in music, and also in common-school studies.
Thus trained, they frequently became' non-commissioned officers at more·
advanced age, and were generally faithful and valuable soldiers.
The subject of enlistment of minors demands new legislation to protect
the United States against great frauds. As tbe laws now stand, sections.
1117 and 1118, page ~05, Revised Statutes, prohibit enlistment of minors;
and article 3, page 229, Revised Statutes, inflicts a penalty on officers
for knowingly enlisting a minor. But there is no law to punish a minor-
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who fraudulently imposes himself on the recruiting-officer by misrepresenting his age; and having received clothing, subsistence, and transportation to a part of the country be wishes to reach, then deserts, or
incurs the penalty of some breach of discipline, and successfully evades
all responsibility or punishment by securing his discharge as a minor.
It is hardly possible, in many cases, to discover the exact age of a man
near his majority, and with the utmost vigilance, officers may be easily
deceived by such men. Again, it isaveryeasy matterforasoldier toprocure affidavits and testimony utterly unreliable, yet bearing the appearance of truth, as to their age, parentage, &c. Thus the government is
at the mercy of this class of imposters; without recourse, and large sums
are annually lost through their practices. At the same time the good
discipline of the Army is seriously impaired by culprits being taken out
of the bands of justice upon the plea that they were illegally enlisted,
although they are actually reaping the benefit of their own fraud in the
act of enlistment.
At the request of the Secretary of War, during your absence, I submitted to him a report on a proposed increase of the Army, a copy of
which is hereto annexed, marked "B." Statements of the number of
desertions and of the minoFs discharged ~re also annexed, marked "0"
and "D."
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfull.v, your obedient sen~ant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.

General WILIAM T. SHERMAN, U.S. A.

A.
WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

.

Washington, Noventber 20, 1874.

[General Orders No. 126.]
RECRUITING-SERVICE.

The Army having been reduced to 25,000 men, as contemplated by the appropriation
act of June 16, 1874, recruiting will be resumed under restrictions as herein provided.
The results of the operation of General Orders No. 102, October 10, 1873, for pardoning deserters who surrendered, have developed certain important facts. A very large
proportion of the surrendered deserters were already deserters from one or more other
branches of the military or naval service than the one in which their original service
was due. There were several instances of repeated desertions and subsequent fraudulent enlistments by the same man. A large proportion were men of bad character,
and many of them of broken-do~n constitution. Only about one-fourteenth of the
whole number surrendered were an actual gain in number to the Armv; the rest have
all been di charged or have again deserted.
The fact is also developed that men have xepeatedly been discharged on expiration
of service with such characters as would enable them to enlist a:: another post, where
they were unknown, when their company commanders refused to re-enlist them.
The Army under the late orders for its reduction should be well purged of its worthless element. But it is to be expected that these men will seek to impose themselves
again on some company when recruiting is recommenced. To avoid this, and also to
p_ut some check on the restles ness apparent among enlisted me~ in frequent applicatiOns for transfer or discharge, and in dP-sertion, the following restrictions are imposed
upon the recruiting- ervice until ful'ther orders:
There will be no enlistments made by company officers, or at posts, except that men
may be "re-enlisted '' or enlisted in their own companies or in some other company
at the po t where they are discharged. With this exception, all enlistments for the
~~y ~n t ~e made by officers on the general recruiting-service, unless special authorIty lS giVen man~ caRe by the Adjutant-General of the Army. The application in such
ca emu t bear evidence of the known good character of the soldier recommended for
enli tment.
u
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Officers on the general recruiting-service must use every care, in person, to nvoid
the enlistment of minors or bad men. The boards of examination a.t recruiting-depots '
must rt>ject every man ascertained to have borne an unsatisfactory character on any
previous enlistment,
While precautions are thus. taken for providing only good personnel for the Army, it
is enjoined upon commissioned officers to endeavor, by reasonable attention to the
comfort of their men and a strict regard to their just rights, to attach tbem to the military service. Especially are officP-rs warned not to intrust to;J much authority or discretion to non-commissioned officers, who may be tempted to a tyrannical exercise of
power.
By order of the Secretary of War:
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant-General.

B.
B.

REPORT ON MODE OF INCREASING THE ARMY.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL's OFFICE,

Washington, Septernber 10, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with your verbal instructions, I have the honor to submit the
following report on the best mode of increasing the strength of the Regular Army:
From a very early day the military history of this country contains records of disasters, due solely to the" skeleton" organization of companies. Dade's massacre may
be cited for the sake of a commencement as to dates and Gibbon's late affair with the
Nez Perces as the most recent. Gibbon had six companies in all, numbering 15 officers
and 146 men. His companies averaged about 24 men each. With this handful of men
he inflicted severe loss on an enemy treble his numbers. If his companies had averaged tlO men he would have outnumbered Joseph's band, and would probably have
captured or exterminated it. The reason Gibbon had so small a force was that Congress decreed there should be but 2il,OOO enlisted men in all the Army, and that 7
regiments of cavalry should have 100 men per company, or 1,202 to a regiment; the
other 3 cavalry regiments 70 per company, or 845 to a regiment, and that the remainder should be divided between the engineer, artillery. and infantry companies and
ordnance and general-service detachments. The following schedule, showing the division which was made under this law, will explain why companies of artillery and
infan try are so small :
[Extract from General Orders Ko. 47, of May 9, 1877.]
To bring the Army down to the standal'd of 25,000, in accordance with the terms of
the Act of August 15, 1876, the following is the standard fixed for all organizations
except ca.valr.v :
Enlisted men of engineers ................................................... .
200
Enlisted men of ordnance ............................................ ----··.
350
Ordnance-sergeants at posts .............. -- ... -... -.............. -.- ....... .
114
Commissary-sergeants at posts ...•••.............·.. -- •.. --- ................. .
148
Hospital-stewards ..................•.................. --- .. -.- .• -.. - . -.- •...
200
West Point detachments ............................... ---- ...........• -----·
200

fueJ{au~t~~!~i:~~~~s_-_-_ -_-_-_-_-_ ·_·_ -_-_-_-_ -_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_ ·_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_ ~: ~ ~::: ~: ~ ~:::::::::::::::::

300

600
Guard at military prison ................. -- ............ -- ....._ ................ .
.7 4
65 enlisted men per battery for 5 light batteries of artillery ...........•.......
325
48 enlisted men per battery for 5 batteries at the artillery-school. .... ~ ........ .
240
38 enlisted men per battery for 50 batteries of artillery and 5 enlisted men for
non-commissioned staff at each of 5 regimental headquarters of artillery .... 1, 925
37 enlisted men per company for 250 companies of infantry and 5 for non-commissioned staff at each of 25 regimental headquarters of infantry ............ 9, 375
There are already regimental and company organizations quite enough for an army
of 50,000 enlisted men. The true economy and efficiency of an increase is illustrated
by a very simple example: A company having 3 commissioned officers, 5 sergeants, 4
corporals, with musicians, &c., and 30 privates, is at a post built for one company.
There are quarters enough for its officers and barracks enough for a full company.
Some change in the nature of the military service near that post requires that the
number of enlisted men should be trebled. Under the present organization two more
companies, with their officers, non-commissioned officers, &c., must, for this purpose,
be sent from other posts where they are only a little less needed. There are not suffi~ient qua~ters or accommodatio?s at the P?St for mor_e officers, and, if the emergency
1s to contmue, more must be bmlt. Now, If the President were allowed discretion to
meet such a case, there would be in depot a body of recruits under instruction, from
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which a .detachment of sixty would be sent to carry up the strength of the company
to the required number. The officers and non-commissioned officers would be qnite as
competent to manage ninety men as thirty, and no more quarters would be needed.
Under the present restrictions, even when recruiting is not suspended for want of an
Army appropriation, recruits cannot be retained in depot long enough to be drillerl.
The company organizations are so small, that they must be maintained at the standard
allowed by drafting recruits as fast as they are enlisted. Recruits often join their companies while on active duty in the field. There is no time to instruct them ; they are
therefore always awkward soldiers, and often become discontented and worthless, simply
because they are called on to do what they have not been taught how to do. Hence a
brge number of desertions.
With a maximum standard of 50,000 men a sufficient body could be always kept
under instruction in drill, riding, t arget-practice, guard-duty, &c., to supply trained
soldiers for reduced companies, because the emergency, except in a great war, would
seldom require that companies should be so strong elsewhere than in the Indian country, and thus a margin would be allowed for a number of recruits to be kept in depot.
The giving the President discretion to earry up the Army to a maximum by no means
supposes that it will necessarily reach so high a number, but it would enable the President to avert in the future such calamities as have so often shocked the sense of the
country-massacres of inadequate bodies of troops by Indians- and would undoubtedly be a large saving of money in the long run. One example of such saving bas just
been supposed in the matter of trebling the strength of a military garrison; another
will be found in the necessity for frequent movements of small bodies of tFoops from
point to point during the recent strikes; still another in the movement, now going on,
of an entire regiment, with its officers, baggage, &c., at heavy cost, in order to supply
about four hundred more men for protecting new and growing settlements in the far
Northwest against annihilation by the savages. If the companies were not so limited
by law, the same number of recruits added to a regiment, now near the locality, would
accomplish the purpose.
Nor is this all. Important posts are frequently left for a considerable length of time
with a guard of three or four men, at serious risk of disaster, in order to eke out a detachment sent in pursuit of Indians, or upon some other urgent occasion. A notable
instance of this kind is Fort Benton, on the Upper Missouri, the center of a growing
and already important commerce with the British Provinces, as well as the surrounding country. Colonel Gibbon was forced to withdraw the one small company which
was posted there for its protection, leaving it without defense.
An increase, by adding new companies or regiments, would not remove the difficulty
under which tbe Army now labors, but would only enhance it. 'l'he Army does not
need more" skeletons," but it does need to have its present " skeletons" filled. Moreover, while 50,000 men would he ample under any circumstance& likely to arise, the
number of officers now in commission is sufficient for 50,000 enlisted men, although not
too many for the number of existing organizations. And, again, it is not at all probable that there will be 50,000 men in the Army at any time, or that appropriations will
be asked for that number; but a discretion should be con tided to the President, which
would enable him always to have an adequate force where it is needed. The wellattested good conduct of the troops, from the highest in rank to the lowest, nuder all
the difficult circumstances in which they have been placed, is sufficient guarantee that
they will be a bulwark to the liberties of the people, instead of in the least endangering them. They are freque 11tiy employed as the most economical and trustworthy
guards that can be found for the public treasure, and as the most disinterested and
faithful kind of posse to aid United States officials.
The following is a scheflule upon which the number of 50,000 men is based. It sbows
the max imum to which any particular organization would ever be carried. Iu actual
practice there would be a different gradiug of companies, &c. For instance, at an ordinary post where active service is not r equired, a company of infantry would be
allowed, say sixty enlisted men. In th e event of such company being transferred to
the field, it would be increased to eighty or one hundred, by assignment from the recruiting depot of well-drilled recruits, and thus its efficiency would be insured in any
emergency that could arise.
Cavalry and light artillery companies, having horses to care for, need more men.
Ten cavalry regiments, (twelve companies each,) 120 enlisted men per company .. ---- . __ •... _..... ____ ... _. _.... _••.. ____ .. _.... ___ .. _....... ____ ... 14, 40()
Five batteries light artillery, 120 enlisted men per company .. __ . ____ . ___ .. ___ .
600
·F ive regiments artillery, (eleven companies each,) 100 enlisted men per company ...... ··-·····--··-·-··--··---·---· .... ·--···---··----··-------·· ____ 5,500
Twenty-nv regiments infantry, (ten companies each,) 100 enlisted men per
cornpany ......... __ ... _-·. __ ·- ___ . ·-- .. __ -·. __ . __ .. ___ . ·---. ______ ...·. __ . 25, OO(}
D tachruent of ordnance .... -···----·----··--···---· ..... ____ -····---···--50
Indian cout ...... . _-· ·--- ___ . ___ .. ·- __ .. ·-- --·. __ --· .. ___ ......... _. ____ .. 1, 000.
Engin er batta.lion, (five companies,) 0 enlisted men per company ___ •... __ ...
40()
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Military-prison guard .................. -~--··--.............................
·Hospital-stewards..........................................................
Ordnance-sergeants _.... _. __ ......... .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Commissary-sergeants .............. __ ......... _........... __ ............. .Signal detachment .......... ____ ............................................
General service_._ .. _. _ . __ .......... __ ................. __ .-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Recruits nuder instruction, say ...... _........ _...... ___ .....................

80
200
150
150
400
340
930
50,000

I now respectfully submit a project of an Act which I think will embody the above
views:
AN ACT for the increase of the mi.litary establishment.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representat·ives of the United States of America
in Cong1·.ess assembled, That whenever the President of the United States shall deem it

necessary, he is hereby authorized to increase the numerical strength of any portion of
the Regular Army by assignmg additional enlisted men thereto: Pr01Jided, That at no
time the total number of enlisted men of the Regular Army shall exceed fifty thousand.
I have the honor to be, !>ir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
.Adj t.ttant- Geneml.

The Hon. SECRETARY

OF

WAR.

0.-Sta,ternent showing nurnber of desertions from the United Sta.tes Arrny
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
Engineers .. _. . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . .
Ordnance ........... _.. . . . . . . . . . . .
First Uavalry .................... _
Second Cavalry .... -------·· ... ...
Third Cavalry....................
Fomth Cavalry ............. -.....
Fifth Cavalry __ ...................
Sixth Cavalry.....................
Seventh Cavalry..................
Eighth Cavalry ............. ; . . .. .
Ninth Cavalry.. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . .
Tenth Cavalry....................
First Artillery....................
Second Artillery . _.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Third Artillery .................. _.
Fourth Artillery..................
Fifth Artillery ......... _.. :... . . . •
l!"irst Infantry ..... _....... . . . . . . . .
Second Iufantry......... .... .... ..
Third In fan try.. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fourth Infantry..................
Fifthinfa.ntry........... ........
Sixth Inf;wtry.... . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .
. Seventh Infantry.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Eighth Infantry..................

8
7
90
167
170
184
224
· 7l
172
174
6
18
48
49
33
41
33
14
23
46
86
18
11
45
30

Brought forward ........... . 1,768
Ninth Infantry._ ................. .
59
Tenth Infantry._ ... _ ....... _.... .
22
30
Eleventh I nfantry ............... .
Twelfth Infantry ................. .
11
Thirteenth Infantry ... _......... .
24
l!,ourteenth Infantry ............. .
45
Fifteenth Infantry ............... .
30
Sixteenth Infantry ... _............ ·
70
s~venteenth Infantry ............ .
27
Eighteenth Infantry_ ............. .
37
Nineteenth Infantry ..........·.... .
24
Twentieth Infantry .............. .
22
Twenty-first Infantry...... .. ... .
19
Twenty-seco nd Infan t'l.'y .......... .
22
Twenty-third Infantry._ ......... .
42
Twenty-fourth Iufan't ry ........•. _
7
Twenty-fifth Infantry ........ _... .
9
Signalservice ........•............
2
General service, in fan try ...•......
83
General service, monnted ...••...
147
Detachments, WestPoint ......... .
10
Detachments, Fort Leavenworth. __
3
General N. C. S., United States
Army .......................... .
3

Carried forward._....... . . . . 1, 768

Total. ...................... 2,516

NoTE.-Muster-rolls of Companies '' M," Fourth Artillery, and "C," Twenty-first Infantry, for May and June, 1877, not yet received. No estimate made for these companies in above figures.
Aggregate number of desertions from United States Army, fiscal year ending-

im ~~i ~~t ~ ~ ~ ~ =~ ~ ~~~~:~ ~ ~~~~~~~~ ~~~~ :~~~~: :: ::~~:~ :~:~~: :~~: ~ ~:::: :~~ ~ ~~~~ ~i m
.·The n urn ber of desertions ba_s bet>n steadily diminishing each year
the close of tbe war. It will somewhat exceed this year the number of last year; but an examination of the detailed list of this year
4w
~mce
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will show that much the greater proportion of desertions is from the
regiments of cavalry which were increased by act of Congress to meet
the exigencies of the Sioux war last fall. The 2~500 men thus specially
authorized to be raised were so urgently needed, and the time for recruiting them so very short, that the usual precautions to avoid enlisting any but good men had to be relaxed. The · result was, increased
desertion and a large numb~r of discharges on the plea of minority; but
for this the number of desertions this year would have been at least as
small as for any year since the war.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.

D.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL's OFFICE,

Washington, October 10, 1877.
Statement showing the number of minors discharged from the Army from January
1, 1876, to October 1, 1877, inclusive:
. January 1, 1S76, to December 31, ~876 ....••••..••...............••.........•••• 108
January 1, 1i;77, to October 1,1877 .•..•.........••.•.......•••.•...•.. ···: ..... 150

Total .....•..••.........................••..........•••......•.......... 258
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, October 16, 1H77.
Sm : I respectfully suggest that you recommend to Congress the enactment of a law
removing the restriction as to the number of officers allowed on the Army retired-list.
Section 1258, Revised Statutes, ,page 218,) fixes the whole number at 300, at auy one
time. There are now, in addition to that number, which is full, fifty-seven awaiting
retirement, as follows:
Officers who have been examined by a retiring-board and found unfit for active service, thirty -three, (33.)
Officers who are eligible by reason of age or length of service, and who desire to be
retired, seven, (7.)
Officers who would probably be found fit subjects for retirement if examined by a
board, but who have not yet been examined, seventeen, (17.)
Total number who would be retired if the limit, were removed, fifty-seven, (57.)
There may be others whose cases have not been definitely reported.
All these officers, though incapable of doing duty, are in receipt of full pay; when if
on the retired-list they would be entitled to seventy-five per centum of full pay.
The conditions of retirement now left to the President's discretion Ire ample to
meet every need of the service. 'rbe President can retire any officer of sixty-two years
of age, or forty-five years of service, if he deems him inefficient; but if not, the govern·
ment can continue to make use of the experience and knowledge of such officer.
A retiring-board can determine the efficiency of any other officer the President may
summon before it, and, upon the judgment of the board that sueh officer is unfit for
servic , the President can retire bim.
':fhe President can retire any officer, who makes application, after having served
thirty years.
To ~tb_er provi ion is necessary t~ secure the healthy condition of the active-list of
comnu 1oned officer , and all that IS needed is to leave the number that may be borne
on the retired-list, at any time, unlimited, or at the discretion of the President.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
.ddjutant-General.
The Hon. ECRETARY OF WAR.
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·I.-ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF THE
ARMY FOR THE YEAR 1877.
HE.A.DQUA.RTERS OF THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,
INSPECTOR-G ENER.A.L'S OFFICE,

Washington, D. 0., October 9, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to report that during the past year the officers
oft be Inspector-General's Department have been stationed and employed
as follows:
·
The undersigned has been in charge of the office at headquarters in
this city, and has been engaged during t,he year in the ordinary duties
pertaining to the office, besides making several special inspections and
investigations under instructions from the Secretary of War.
Inspector-General D. B. Sacket, who has been stationed at the headquarters Militar,y Division of the Missouri, bas been busily occupied,
under the orders of the Lieutenant-General, in making inspections of
posts, cemeteries, troops, and disbursing-officers' accounts, with other
duties devolving upon his office.
Inspe.ctor-Genel"al E. Schriver has been stationed at the headquarters
Military Division of the Pacific, and performing his duties under the
orders· of the general com man ding that division.
Inspector-General N. H. Davis has been actively occupied during the
year, in making numerous inspections, under the orders of the general
commanding the Military Division of the Atlantic, and in making special
investigations under instructions from the Secretary of War.
Assistant Inspector-General Roger Jones remained on duty at the
headquarters Military Division of the Atlantic until the 15th January,
1877, when he was transferred to this office, as my assistant, where he
has remaiu~d on duty ever since.
Assistant Inspector-General Ab.salom Baird has been stationed at
the headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, and has been actively occupied in the duties of his office, under the orders of the Lieutenant-General.
Assistant Inspector-General E. H. Ludington was, from October 1 to
DecemlJer l, 1876, upon sick-lea,ve, and reported for duty on the latter
date at the headquarters Military Divh;ion of the Pacific. On the 26th
December, 1876, he was grauted a sick-leave by order from those headquarters, which leave has been extended from month to mouth, on certificates of disabilit-y, until the present time.
Tbe following-named officers have lJeen on duty as acting assistant
inspector-geuerals:
Lieutenant-Colonel A. D. Nelson, 12th Infantry, in Department of
Dakota since last annual report.
Lieutenant-Colonel James Van Voast, 16th Infantry, in Department
of the South until Dec~mber 8, 1876, when he was relieved by Special
Orders No. 253, Adjutant General's Offic~.
Liei1tenant-Oolonel Jobn S. Mason, 4th Infantry, in Department of
Texas siuce last annual report.
Lieutenant·Oolonel V\l, B. Royall, 3d Cavalry, detailed for service in
Department of the Platte, by Special Orders No. 233, Adjutant-General's Office, November 8, 1876.
Major James Biddle, 6th Cavalry, in Department of Arizona since last
annual report.
Major Richard Arnold, 5th Artillery, detailed for service in Military
Division of the Atlantie, by Specjal Orders No. 22, Adjutant-General's
Office, January 30, 1877.
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Captain G. B. Russe11, 9th Infantry, in Departm~nt of the Gulf since
last annual report.
.
·
·
Major E. U. Mason, 21st Infantry, detailed for ~ervice in D(:lpa.rtrnent
of the Columbia, by Special Onl(:lrs No. 29, Adjutant-General's Office,
February 8, 1877.
These officers have been engag~d in inspecting troops, accounts of
disbursing-officers, and in performing the other tluties pert::lining to the
inspection brancb of the service, undt'f the ord . . rs of their respective
department commanders.
The ·diminished strength of th(~ 'c ompanies iu tbe artillNy and infantry arms of service, the great dispersiou of the troops, and the
consequent small garrisons at many of the posts, with the necessity of
their almost constant employment in building, repairiug quarters, and
other labor, l1ave prevented them from drillillg· :-~s much as they otherwise nlight have done; but a good state of discipline ha~, as a general
rul(:l, been kept up, and more target-practice has been attaine!l than
heretofore.
Tbe ius·pection reports indicate that man.v offieers are of the opinion
that the carbine issued to our cavalry soldiers is not as eff~ctive an arm,
either in range or accuracy, as the rifle-musket.
Assistant Inspector-General Bainl, in his annual report, speaks as.
fo1Jo,rs 011 this subject:
"I have given much attPntion to this matter, and, by way of experiment., I have frequently C;,rried · the infant.ry rifle r n horseb;· <'k, witbPUt the )t-a.st, discomfort, S}l~llg
with the muzzle upward aJong the bac·k. throu ~ h a stinup on the orciuary gun-slmg
of the cavalry carbine; and 1 feel confident tlJat a cavalr~· soldier can carry on. horseback, on his own person, a gnn as :Ueav:v as that carrier! by the iufantry sold1er, and
with the same ease. I a.m likewise satisfied that an arm fmm fonr to six IUche:-. longer
in the barrel than au:v of the caruines now in use can be ruauaged on horseuack without inconvenience. With snell a weapon, out· mouutect troops conl<l me{t any ent>my
with the confidence of men who feel they have an equal cbauce with their adversary."

There has been considerable irn provement in barracks and quarters
for. the comfort of the · troops at many of the posts, espeeially iu Arizona,
during t.he pHst year; ~111d storehouses bave lwen put iu eoudition to
give bt>tter protection to public property than heretofore.
There i~ uo doubt that the praetical operation of the act of May 15,
1872, requiring paymasters to receive ou deposit the savings of enlisted
men, which tbe government holds itself liable for to the depositors at
the expirat.iou of their terms of enli::;tment, with four per ceut. interest
qn the same, and wiJich ean onl,v be forfeited by dt>sertion, has tt-nded
to make the soldiers more frugal, as well as more eontented, and pre
vented many of them from deserting or squanderiug tbeir pay in usele~s
or demoralizing indulg1~nces. The amount deposited by soldiers with
payma ters d uriug the past fiscal ;year was $328,585.05, or an a vera.ge
of 5 .15 for each depo ' itor.
I take the liberty of again inviting attention to the important subject
of the eruplo,vu,ent of Holdier as servants for officers at remote military
po t. iu t!le Indi.a~ and ruining distriet:s of the West, wiJieh topic was
t t rth m d tatlm my three previous annual report·.
Under · ction 14 ot the act of July 15, 1 '70, it is unlawful for an office~· to u . ~n enli:sted man a. a sernmt in ;wy case whateyt>r.
Before
th1 ' uacru~t-"nt, tiJe ~mr,\· Regulation~ rwrmitted a eompauy offi.eer to
take a 'Oidt r a· wcuter. (witll the , oldier'r; cou eut,) and the man thus
e ploy d. w!i'. o reported and nru ' tered, witiJ a, view to baYing the
am~uut ot ht pa~ .and allowanc(-' clrarged to the officer employing him.
_ wc tb prohtbttory ena ·tment, frequeut emergencies of service llave
ar1 n wiJ r It ha b en ab. olutely impo ' 'ible for officl,r·· t;o hire civilian
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servants at any price, and they have been driven to tbe alternative of
performing servants' work themselves and neglecting their appropriate
duties, or \'iolating the law by using the voluntary labor of soldiers. It
would, for example, be a violation of the law if an officer employed and
paid au enlisted man, who, with his ow11 volition and desirP, in the intervals of military duty, should perform servaut'.s work for him. The
officer must, therefore, when be cannot procure the services of a civilian,
either feed aud groom his own horse, cook his own meals, wash bis own
linen, black bis own boots, and perform all ot.ber neceRsary servant's
work, which would leave him but little time to attend to the cares of his
men and his other military duties, or be must take 'the responsibility of
ignori11g the statute.
· Further arguments were adduced in my two previous annual reports,
goiug to pro\' e the expediency and necessit.Y for legislation which will,
under certain circumstances and proper regulations, authorize the employment of soldiers as senants by officers.
Those officers who are serving at stations within the settlements,
where servants can be hired at modetate wages, are not materially
affected by the operation of this law; but it is those who are doing duty
on the remote frontier, performing the rough work of campaigning in
the hostile Iudiau districts, that suffer from it; aud complaints of their
iuabilit.y to secure civilian sen·antR are general.
In view of the foregoing, I again moRt respectfully, but urgently,
recommend a repeal of the law before cited, wnieb woul<l doubtless meet
the exigencies of the service by placing the subject where it formerly
was, when no e,·il was kuown to result from the working of the sy~tem.
As a, measure of justice to the department of which I have the honor
to be the senior officer, aud in accordance with the wishbs of t>very officer in the department., I beg leave to solicit the attention of the General
of the Army and the honorable Secretary of War· to the remarks contained in my last annual report relative tn the insuffit~ieue,y of the number and rank of the officers of the Inspl:'ctor Geueral's Department, as
fixed by the act of June 23, 1874, which were as follows:
"By the act of June 23, 1874, the Inspector-General's Department was reduced from
an organization consisting of five colonels, three lieutenant-c .. lonels, and two majors,
(ten officers,) to one eml>racing one colonel, two lieutenant-colonels, and two majors.
This reduction to be b.v casualties, and no new appointments are authorized until the
aggregate shall be only fi:vtl offi<:ers.
"None of the inspeetors·p;eneral in our Army siuce the war of lrll2, and prior to the
rebellion, had a less grade of rank than that of colonel, and it is believed that a pr9per
discharge of t.he important duties of an insrwctor cannot be efficieut.ly secured through
the agency of officers of inftlrior rank. Indeed, it cannot be expected that officers of
experience and high rank will cheerfully sub111it to the criticisms of iuspectors who are
much junior to t.hernsel ves; for example, a colonel wonld not be likely to accede with
a good grace to having his action investigated by a ea.ptain. It is contrary to human
experience that the opinions, counsel, and advice of au inspector-general, which are
so important in p OJlloting concord, settling mooteu qnestious, securing judicious reforms and uniformity in the performance of military duties, conld achieve as good results, or be rec•·ived with as much respect, if the inspector diu not possess considerable rank and dignity , .f character.
"Rank, in our Army, as a general rule, carries with it military acquirements, professional standing. and personal as well as official weight; all of which are es-ential to
a successful inspector-general. Hence, it is believed that the present c''mposit.iou of
the inspecto~-geueral's department and the rank of ,its officers are no greater than is
al>solntely necessary to insnre a proper discharge of the important and manifold duties
devolv10g upon it, and that ·a repeal of the act of Jnue 2:3, 1874, would greatly conduce
to efficiency, t-couomy, and a faithful performauce of duty in the Army. But should
the repeal of the act allndecl to he deemed inexpedient, a much better organization
for the permanent establishment. than that prescrioed hy the act of .Juo ·• 2:3, 1874,.
would be to have the five officerd invested with the rank of colonel, and no lienteuautcolonels or majorA after the pres~nt incnmbeots shall have been promoted. This
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would require details of line-officers to act as department inspectors. These officers
should have as high rank as majors, and be selected by the Gent-ral-in-Uhief, perioclicallyt
for their fitness for the service. This would preserve to the department an experienced
body of officers, while the line would profit by a system of details which wonld, from
time to time, afford a change of service calculated to relieve the hardships and monotony of frontier and garrison life. Besides, this system would serve as an incentive
for line-officers to quality themselves for the details, and the practical knowledge they
would receive as acting assistant inspectors-general would furnish a body of instructed
officers from which good selections could be made to fill vacancies in the regular establishment."

And in this connection it is deemed pertinent to add, that, although
Oongress has been pleased to confer upon the head of every other corps
and department the rank of brigadier-general, the undersigned has
never before made an effort to have the grade of his rank advaucedt
and he now disclaims being influenced by any personal aspirations in
that direction; but, as he believes it will be conceded by the authorities
that the duties devolving upon the senior inspector-general of the Army
are fully as important, and require as much professional cultur~, study,
and labor as those performed by most of the beads of other bureaus of
the Wa.r Department, he has been unable to perceive any good reason
why this signal discrimination should have been made and perpetuated.
Rumors of Indian depredations have frequently been circulated as·
occurring in Arizona during the past year, many of which are doubtless
without foundation, as the following extract from the annual report of
the acting assistant inspector-general of that department shows:
1
' I have t.raveled over all the Territory and have never been troubled, nor have I come
across a hostile Indian.. There have been some murders reported as commHted by Indians, but I am fully convinced 1hat a.t least one-half of t,hese are committed by Mexicans and desperadoes, and attributed to the Indians to allay suspicion and arrest pursuit of the guilty parties."

Tbis officer also remarks regarding Indian scouts:
''Th ere are four companies in this department, three of which I have inspected. I
think th ... y make good and efficient soldiers when they act with white troops-alone
they are not reliable j and without them the white troops are almost helpless in the
pursuit of Indians.'' [And for tbe reason that white men do not easily learn t.he art of
tracking, or comprehending the Indian signs, &c.] "Mnch information has been obtained hy the scouting i.n this department, ancl now there is no part of the Territory
where Indians ate likely to harbor that troops cannot go and :find water."

The inspeetions of the accounts of di:sbursii1g-officers, required by the
act of April 20, 1874, have generally been made quarterly throughout
the Army . These inspections have promoted care in the system of keeping account~, as well as having inculcated a more faithful compliance
with the laws and the Treasury regulations affecting disbursements and
deposits.
The reports of the inspP.ction pf these accounts are herewith sub·
mitterl, ready to be transmitted to Congress by the Secretary of w ·ar,.
as required by the law.
Copie of the a11nual reports of the inspecting-officers for the last year,
so far a they have been received~ are herewith transmitted. They contain much important information regarding the prese11t condition of
military affair in onr Army, and valuable suggestions regarding modification and cba.nges in certain details of the ~ervice, which [ most repectfully corn mend to Lhe favorable consideration of the Geueral of
the Army anf1 the houorahle Secretary of War.
Re p ctfully ubmitted. ·
R. B. MARCY,
Inspector- General.
To the ADJUT..A.N'l'.<iENERAL,
United tat~Js Army.

GENERAL OF THE ARMY.

55

I.-REPORT OF LIEUTENAN'f-GENERAL P. H. SHERIDAN.
HEADQUAR'l'ERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI,

Chicago, Ills., October 25, 1877.
I have the honor to submit, for the information of the Gen.
eral of the Army, the following brief report of events occurring within
the Military Division of the Missouri since the 25th of November, 1876,
the date of my last annual report.
'rhe division is constit.uterl the same as last year, with the exception
that the Department of the Gulf, formerly attached to the Military Division of the Missouri, was transferred to the Di-vision of the Atlant.ic,
by direction of the President, in General Order~ No. 42, Headquarters
of the Army, Washington, D. C., May 1, 1877.
In my last annual report I stated that General Orook was then in the
field operat.ing against the Northern Cheyennes and 8ioux, and that I
hoped for good results from a cavalry columu composed of companies
of the Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Cavalry, nuder the command of
Col. R. S. Mackenzie, Fourth Cavalry. Jn this I was not mistaken; for
late in November Colonel Mackenzie surprised a large Cheyenne village,
and, after a sharp fight iu which about thirty Indians were killed, completely routed the band and destroyf'd their village of 173 lodges, with
all their coJJtents. Our Joss in this action was one officer and five men
killed, and twentJ·fise men· wounded. For details, see the report of the
department commander and subordinate reportR.
During the mouths of December aud January the hostilf' Indians
were constantly harassed by the troops under Ool. N. A.. Mile~, Fitth
Infantry, whose headquarters were at the mouth of 1'uu~ue River, and
who had two sharp engagelllents with them, oue at Redwater and the
other near Hangiug Womau'l::l Fork, inflicting heavy lo::;ses in men, supplies, anti animals.
This constant pounding and sleepless activity upon the part. of our
troops, (Uolonel .Miles iu particular,) in micl wint~r, began to tell, aud ·
early in Feb mar.\, 1877, information was commuuicated whiclJ led me
to believe that the Indians iu general w~re tired of the war, aud that
the large bodies heretofore in the field were lwginning to break up. On
the 25th of that month 229 lodges of Minneconjous and Sans Arcs came
in and surrpndered to the troops at Cheyenne agency, Dak. They were
completely disarmed, their horses taken froru them, aud they were put
nuder guard, and t.his :-:ystem was carried ont with all who afterward
can1e in to surrend~r within .the Departments of Dakota and the Platte.
From the I st. of :vi arch to the 21st of the same month over 2,200 Indians,
in detachments of from 30 to 900, came in and surrendered at Uamps
Sheridan and Robinson, in the Department of the Platte, and, on the
22u of April, 303 Cheyenues came in a11d snnendert>d to Colonel Miles,
at the cantonment on Tougue Ri\er, in the Department of Dakota, and
more were report~<l ou the way in to give themselves up. Finally, on the
6th of MH.Y, Crazy Gorse, with 889 of his people and 2,000 ponies, came
in to Oamp Robiu~on an<l surrendered to General Crook in per~ou.
In the weHn time Colonel Miles, haviug had iuformation of the whereabouts of l.;ame Deer's baud of hostile Sioux, surprised his camp, killing 14 warrior~, inclt1ding Lame Deer and Iron Star, the two principal
cllit>f~, capturi ug 450 ponie~ and destroying 51 lodges and t!J~ir content~. I way meutiou here that this band commeuced to surrender, in
small squads frolll two to twer1ty, iUJmediately ther~after, until at length
on the lOth of September, the la~t of the baud, num beriug 224, coustantly
GENERAL:

56

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

followed and pressed hy troops from the command of Colonel Miles,
surrendered at Camp Sheridan.
The Sioux war was now over. Sitting Bull went north of the Mis·
sonri into British Amt'rica with bis own smHll band and other ilostiles,
the number of whom cannot be exactly told, and is now near Wood
Mountain. From the Ill(liaus who surrendered at the Red Cloud and
Spotted Tail agencies, about. 1,000 of the Northern CheyennP-s elected to
.go to the Southern Indian Tt'rritory, and were sent, unrler escort from
the Fourth Cavalry, to Fort Reno, on the North Canadian. The bal·
ance remain as yet at the agencjeR, and the small band of Cheyennes.
who surrendered at Tongue River are still there,
The question of the removal of the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail
agencies from Camp~S Robinson and Sheridan, respectively, to some other
and more acceRsible location, like the Missouri River, is one of consider·
aule importance; but there is a fair prospect of its successful accom·
plishment, at least for this wi11ter.
During tile month of July I took occasion to pass through the Big
Horn Mountains, reached po~t No. 2 at the junction of the Big· Horn
and Little Horn Rivers, and thPnce proceeding down the Big Horu and
Yellowstone Rivers, I inspected post No. 1, or the cantonment on
Tongue River~ from which point Colo11el Miles had carried on the pre·
ceding winter's campaign. Both these posts are being pushed forward
with the utmost vigor, and have been and will be of inealcnlable im·
portance in closing up the troubles in the Sioux country. I have already
ruade a report regartling this trip, which renders unnecessary anytiling
more than a mere mention of it in this document.
Upon my arrival at Bismarck, Dakota Territory, 1 received intelligence
of the labor-riots in Chicago, and at once hastened tbere by special
train. It appears that 011 the 22<1 of July the honorable Secretary of
War had i11structed G-eueral Terry, hy telegraph, to direet the six companies of the Twenty-second Infantry, theu en route to their stations in
tbe Military Division of the Atlantic, to stoj) in Chicago. Two of them·
reached Uhicago on tile 25th, and four on the 26th, and their presence
did much to <~llay the alarm and excitement that had bt>en occasioned
by the riot. On tbe 24th anll25th of .Tul,rtbe Secretary of War ordered
six companies of the Ninth Infantry from Omaha Barracks to Rock
Islaurl .Ar.:-~enal, aud on tile 26th they were sent to Uhicago. Jll the
25th three companies of the Fifth Cavalry, dismounted, were ordered
here from Omaha, and two companies of the Fourth Infantry. both commands arriving on the 27th. Two companies of the First Infantry also
came from Fort Randall, arriving on the 30th. I reached Chicago on
the 29th of J nly, ancl, fin<ling considerable fear still existed, the tro0ps
were kept here until all excitement was over, and then were gradually
withdrawn, so that the last one left for its post on the 20til of August.
During the month of June the Nel: Perces Indians made an outbreak
in the Department of the Columbia, and wben followed b.v Unitt'd States
troop·, ha 'tily collected by Gent>ral 0. 0. Howard, commaruling the de·
partment, were driven e~stwanl, and, about the middle of June, entered
fontana Territory via the Lo Lo trail, committing some deprNlations
by the wa. . Ool. John· G-ibbon, commanding the district of Montana,
a one took the field at tile bead of 146 me11, atH.134citizells wbojoi11etl
a volunte r , aud on the 11th of August attaeked them near Big Hole
Pa , M ntaua, autl, after oue of the mo t det;perate engagernents on
r
rd, iu which both id ~ In t heavil;y, be 8Ueceede(l in driving them
fr?tu t h tiel d. For tb detail of this engagement I reft>r to Oolunel
G1bb 11 1' port. When it i bol'ne in miud that the Iu<liaus outnum-
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bered the troops aud citizens who attacked them more thau two to one,
and were equally as well armed aud equipped, the good conduet of .·
Colonel Gibbon and his men will be appreciated. Our loss was 3 officers, 27 soldiers, and 6 volu11teers killf:'d, aud 4 officers, 30 soldiers, and
4 citizens wounded-including Colonel Gibbon-being over 40 per cent.
of the men engaged. The Nez Perces eseapecl this time, though closely
pursued by Geueral Howard and his small command, as well as by a
compau_y of tbe Second Cavalry from this didsion. On the 20th of August Captain Nor wood, of the Secoud Oa ,~airy, bad a sharp engagement with them near Camas Ui'eek, and on the 13th of September Colonel Sturgis bad a fight with tbem on the Yellowstone, below the mouth
of Clark's Fork, capturing several hundred of their ponies and killing a
number of the Indians. Colonel Sturgis continued the pursuit, but the
Indiam; crossed the Yellowstone and headed for the Judith Mountains,
through wllich they pushed, reaehing the Missouri River near Cow
Island oo the 22d of September. On the 23<1 they .crossed tbe Missouri
Ri,~er at Cow Island 1 and burned about thirty tons of miscellaneous supplies, exchanged a few shots with a detachment of twelve soldiers
belonging to the escort for the part.Y engaged in the improverueot of
t!Je navigat,ion of the river, who were iutreuched there, and then continued north toward the British line.
.
Meanwhile General Howard bad seut word to Colonel Miles, Fitth
Infantry, at Tongue River, of the :fligbt of the Iodia.ns, and Colonel
Miles, with ·characteristic and llighly comme11dable energy, moved
across the couotry with such troops as he had at hand, and, turning
north, crossed the Mis8ouri River at or near the mouth of the Mu~sel~
shell,'an<l, on tile 30th, overtook the Nez Perees near the mouth of
Eagle Creek, and after a seTere eugagemeut, in which ~ gallant officers and 21 men were killed, and 4 officers and 38 men wounded, succeeded in capturing this baud of hoRtiles, numbering in all, men, women,
and ciJildren, between four hundred and ti.\·e hundred.
For the details of these operatiom~, as well as of all other operations
beretotore alludt'd to in this report, I respectfnll,y refer you to the reports
of Generals Terry and Urook, commanding, respecth·ely, the Depal'tments of Dakota anrl the Platte.
There has been but litth:•, it' an.v, disturbance in the Department of the
Missouri for tlle past year. The Indians living at the Sa.u Carlos agency
in Southeas'tern Arizona, as well as the Warm Spring Indians, and the
greater portious of the Uhiricahuas, and a few renegade Navajoes, broke
out about the 3d or 4th of September; ahanuolletl their ageoeies and
moviog east attacked the exposed settlements and committed mauy
depredatious, killing twelve meo so far as is now known. Upon tlleir
crossing the line in to New Mexico, General Pope immediately put in
motion nearly all the troops he had in that Territor;v, in pursuit. The
result has lwen tile snrrt>nder of a considerable portion of these Indians,
aud a fair prospect of the early :o;urreuder of the remaioder.
About 1,000 of the umtheru Oheyeunes, at tlwir own option, were
traosfened permaueutly from tlle Departllltmt of Dalwta to the luuian
Tenitor.r in this department. Over 300 of tlle same tribe (northern
Oheyenues) are still living on Tougue Hiver, but will be sent to join the
others in Iudiau Territor.v as soon as the weather will permit.
In the Departmeut of Texas the usual troubles on the Hio Grande
Lave occ~ured. Cattl~ run loose by thousands on uur side of the rh7er,
and ~exwaus. a1~d It_lUlans cross o\·er allll steal the111. Tl1is gives rise to
all _k111ds .of cnmwati?ns and l'ecriminations an1l ioteruational questions,
whwb, With the cootwued revolutions, make an uu:settled coudition of
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afl'airs on that border. I inclose with this report briefs of papers m relation to these troubles, which show a voluminou~ correspondence during
the last year; to forward co.pies of tuese papers would be bryond the
ability of our present clerical foree, but copies are on file in the office of
the Arljutaut-Geueral of the Army in Washington. No reference is made
in this brief ot' the recent salt-troubles in El Paso County, as no very
accurate knowledge of them has yet been outained.
I respectfully refer to the accompanying report of Brig. Gen. E. ().C.
Ord, for additional informatiou concerning the conclition of the Department of Texas.
The troubles on the R.io Grande border, the Indian outbreak on the
western frontier of New Mexico, and the Indian war in the Departments
of the Platte and Dakota, have kept the small and inadt>quate force in
this division in a constant state of activity, and almost without rest,
night and day. Some of the cavalry regiments have, during the spring
and summer, traveled in pursuit of Jndians aud for the purpose of protecting exposed settlements, a distance of over 4,000 wiles; and the hard
work and wear and tear upon both men and animals in the~e frontier
campaigns can be fully appreciated only by those who are familiar with
the country operated in, a.nd who know its character, anJ long rlistances
to be over~ome, and the great difficulty of furnishing supplies. This
condition of affairs is not only true for the past :~;ear, but it bas been
nearly the Rame thing for the last ten years, and I think I can safely say
that for this leugtb of time no men have ever worked harder or shown
a higher sense of duty than the little army which has defendt;>d our rapidly extending western settlements. Tbe expense and very great loss of
life attending these operations have ri~en principall.v from being obliged
to use an inadequate force to perform services which, to accomplish
quickly and properly, required at least double its numbers. If the companie~ had been filled to 100 men each, the addit.ional expense would not
have been so great in the end as it bas now proved to be with companies
ranging from 30 to 40 men; then the Indian troubles might have been
settled promptly, and there is a strong probability that tbf'y would not
have occurred at all; an<l I therefore rt'spectfnlly recommend an increase
of all the companies in the service to 100 men t-'acu. I believe it would
be true eeonomy, and at the same time it would enable tlle Army to satisfactorily fWrform the work required of it. During the last two years,
the ratio of loss of officers and men in proportion to the number f'ngaged
in this division in thP- In<liHn wars, bas been f'qual to or greater than
the ratio of loss on eith_er side in tbe present Russo-Turkislt campaign,
or iu the late civil war in this country. While the Indian troubles in
this divi iou are over for the present,' I cannot say that they are finally
ended. Complications are still liable to arise, and our experience should
teach u to be better prepared for them than we have hitherto been.
I mo t cordially coincide witb Geueral Pope in bis suggestions regarding the conct-'ntration of troops, that we should bave fewer posts and
larger garri on·, and I ua,ve for many y~:>ars been impressed with the
benetit that would thus accrue to the soldier and the service; but we
have fouud from experi nee that as yet it cannot be accomplished, and
therefore I am reluctantly compellecl to say that while the idea is theoretically g od, it will not at preseut ·atisfy the nPecls of our widel.v
ext tHled frontier. \iVhenever a new po t bas been estaulished, I have
alw .Y • ougut, o far a my influence would go, to abandon an old po ·t,
but t. efl't>ct ai.1y further change upon our border bas, as yet, been impracti ·alll .
uly a v ry few of the reque t made by exposed settlements and tueir
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territorial representatives in Congress have been complied with, even
when I was compelled to recognize the justice of these demands, on
account of the utter inadequacy of our small force to garrison the points
for which troops were asked.
I also desire to say that, in my opinion, the present allowance of food
issued to Indians living on government reservations is not sufficient for
them. When these reservations were first established, there was an
abundance of large game in this country, and i.t was expected that they
would be able to partially supply themselves by bunting. This means
of subsistence i~ now greatly reduced, and but little progress has as yet
been made, as a general thing, in cultivating the soil. Besirles this, the
food allowed by the Indian Bureau reacbP.s its destination so irregularly
that Indians in this division have been almost upon the point of starvation in a nurn ber of instances, whieh have been duly reported to the
War Department; and I believe that many of the troubles that have
occurred on the frontier have grown out of bad feeling superinduced by
want of needed supplies.
The expression so frequently used "that it is cheaper to feed Indians
than fight them," is a good one; but iny experience shows that the government bas been doing both during the past twenty years.
I take pleasure in saying that both officers ·and men throughout the
division have shown a thorough and commendable devotion to duty, and
deserve the approbation of the country. ·
Very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
P. H. SHEl{IDAN,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. E. D. ToWNSEND,
Adjutant-General of t!te Army, v\'ashington, D. 0.

2.-REPORT OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL JOHN POPE.
HEADQUARTERS DEP.AR'fMEN'I.' OF THE MISSOURI,
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., September 15, 1877.
CoLONEL: I ha,·e the honor to submit, for the information of the
Lieutenant.-Gt>neral commanding the division, the following report of
affairs in this department for the past year:
INDIANS OF

THE

PLAINS.

The bands of Com:mcbes, Kiowas, and Apaches as8emb1ed around
• the agency near Fort Sill, being su hstantially disarmed and dismounted,
have been entirely quiet and peaceful, aud have made some progress in
attention to and care of tbe cattle bought for them from the proceeds
of the sales of their horses, surrendered after the campaign of 1 R74.
The first experiment was made with sheep, hnt it was not found practicable to enlist their interest in them. Uattte !Jave been substituted
with considerable succe~s, and it is hoped that by appropriating a considerable part of the money uow used in the vain atternpt to make an
agricultural people of these uomadic tribes to th<:> purchase of cattle
and the establisinnent of stock rai8ing and herding i_u stead, we may in
reasonable time hope for steady and sati~factory progress in bringing
theJ?l to the state of ei vilization, certainl.Y of quiet and peace, of which
Ind1anR are capable.
Of the Cbeyenues and .Arapahoes living arountl the agency on the
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Canadian Rh~er at Port Reno, much the same remarks can be made.
These bands have been re-enforced by abont a thousand nortlu~rn Cheyennes, who have recently bt>en sent, and with whom uo present difficulty
is, in ruy opinion, to be apprehended. But I must urge upon the authorities the absolute necessity, both in view of the safety of this froutier
and in the interest of humanity and fair dealing, tha.t all these Indians
be far better fed than the,~ are now or have been.
Notwithstanding the fact that for nearly six months of the past year
the Cheyennes :md Arapahoes have been away from their agency and
subsisting themselves upon buffalo witl.wut aid from their supplies iu
the possession of their Indian agt>nt, yet these. supplies, intended for a
whole year, '\Vere barely sufficient ou the return of the Indians from their
six month~' hunt, to furnish them with llalf rations for the remainder of
the year. ·Of course there is ~mffering which must increase with the decrease of buffalo in the region west of them, and their disappearance
from that region in greater or less num hers. With the increase of
froptier settlers of every de~<~riptiou in the pan-handle of Texas, and
especially of the professioHal buffalo-hunter~, this source of supply for
the Indians has become altogether precarious and unreliable. These
Indians cannot be made s.elf-supporting within any calculable time, and
tht sooner that fact is reeognized the sooner will the management of
them be ma<le to con form to the commonest dictate-s of humanity.
It is au injustice to the character of the government and a wrong to
the Iudians that tlley should be compelled to remain on tlleir reservations aud there slowly starve, and it is a most painful and unhappy duty
for the troops that they should be kept in large n urn bers in their presence with no power or authority except to force them to starve tranquilly. Such a state of things cannot last loug withont some violent outbr('ak alike fatal to life and to confidence. Larger appropriations for
the Indians, and a wiser and more practical expenditure of tllew, seem
to me essential to secure the results which are hoped and whicll the
governmeut ought to exact. The exact condition and quantity of th~
subsistence furnished these Iudiaus during the past year, duly reported .
by the commanding officer neat· the Cbeyenne aud Arapahoe agency,
and continued by the Indian agent there, were repor-ted by rue under
date of Juue ~, 1877, and furnish a reliable basis upon which to act in
case of these special Indians. 'rhe condition of tlle Kiowas and Comanches in that resprct i~ ~o nearly the same as to require no other
special mention.
INDIANS OF NEW MEXICO AND COLORADO.

The Ute Indians in the uortbwesteru part of New Mexico and western part of Colorado have behaved much as usual. The whole southwe tern p:ut of Colorado, kuown as the San Juan country, has been
di cov r <1 to be full oftlle preciou ' metals, and a surprising irnmigrn.tion
t that r gion ha · b en going on for more than a year past. The Denv rand Ri Graude Narrow Gauge Railroad has passed the first range
of tll Rocky Mountains in the direction of the San Juau couutry, and
d c uded into th valley of the Hio Grande at Fort Garland. This
roa mak
the mining r giou very ~wee. ible, and the delivery of all
th
aYv 111achin ry for working tlle miues practically ea~:;y. Mines
bav e n p n d and ttl ment begun almo t everywhere. Of course
tb pr . p ctor and miner are brought into contact with the Utes everyb r , and 11 ·taut ·ma.llclifficultie ancl quarrels are occurring at many
point .
ut r ak or· cou idera ble difficulty ba yet occurred, but no
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one can say at what moment very serious troubles may arise. The Indians, accustorne<l to roam at their will all over that country, cannot be
kept on their reRervations wit!'::.out a considerable military force constantly present ou each, which, of course, we are not able with such a
mere spect.er of an army as ours to furnish. rrhe white men are not
likely to be deterred by the imaginary line of an Indian reservation,
marked only here and there by a post or pih~ of stones, from bunting
gold wherever the signs indicate it, aurl rligging where tbe.v find it. It
would not be practicable, under any circumstances, to place troops at or
near all the Ute agencies in that regio11, even were our army doubled in
size; neither would it be advisable. The reservations and agencies of
· the Utes ought to be consolidated into one, and that one located in some
convenient ag-ricultural valley, easy of acceRs from the railroad, and
offering no temptation to people bunting the pl'ecious metals. If so consolidated a11d plaeed, a reasonable military force could protect both IndianR and whites, but UUtil SUCh an Hrrallgement iS made it doeS not
seem to me possible to give the protection needed at so man.Y points
with an~-' force it is or· may be possible to furnish that region.
The Apaches in Southern New Mexico are precisely what they always
have beeu, and, i11 my opinion, always will be, squalid, idle ,·agabonds,
utterly worthless anrl hopeless. Those ou the reservation at Fort Stanton we manage to keep reasonably quiet, and tbat is all that can be
said. The Canada Alamosa, (or Warm Springs Apaches,) whom, at the
request of the Interior Departmt:'nt, I bad trausported torcibly to the
San Carlos agency, in Arizomt, bave, I learn, left that agency in a body,
and are said to be beating· back toward the Canada Alamosa; stealing
as usual, and probabl.v ki11ing some exposed people in Arizona. We
shall be obliged, it such be the case, again to surround them by troops
and capture them. The.v cannot be trusted in any way, and, if they are
to be kept quiet, they ought to be stripped of weapons and ponies aud
kept substantially as prisouers. Orders have been sent to the commanding officer in New Mexico to look out for these fn<lians, and, if thereports he true, to baYe a sufficient force to surron11d and capture them,
if possible, aud then dismount and di.-.ann tllem an<l hold them prisoners, subject to the disposa of the. Inter or Department.
Of the Navajoes it is hardly necessar.r to ~peak. They have passed
out of the list of Indians hostile, or likely ever to be so.
CHANGES OF TROOPS.

Since my last anuual re1?ort the Twent.v·third Infantry has been sent
here to replace the Fifth Infantry, trau~ferred to ' the Department of
Dakota, and the Sixteeuth Infantry has been aiso transferred to this
department from the Department of the Gulf. The six companies of the
Fourth Cavalry, under Colonel Mackenzie, temporarily on duty in the
Department of the Platte, have rt>turned to this departnwnt and resumed
tht:'ir previous stations at Sill, Reno, and Elliott. The Fifth Cavalry,
ordered for duty against the hostile IIJ(lians north of the Platte last year,
ba~. it i~ nnder~tood, beeu permanently trauRferred to that department.
T?e whole of the Fourth c~valry is absolutely required to guard the
Ind1ans iu the Ind1an Territory, and htls bt:'en re-t>nforced at the posts
above meutimwd by four compa11ies of the Sixteenth In fan try and fonr
of tbe Nineteeuth Infantry. All tbat portion of this dE-'par~rneut north
of the Iudi.an T~rritory and east of." New Mexico is without ea\·alry, with
the exceptiOn of one company of the Fourth Ca\'alry at Wallace. So
long as there is no trouble we shall probably g(."t along witll this force,
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but I suggest that as soon as cavalry can be spared from the North a
regiment be sent here to replace tbe Fifth Cavalry and to relieve the
Fourth Cavalry from the remote posts and bard service that regiment
has been doing so long and so well. It is very desirable that the Fourth
Cavalry be given some rest and an opportunity for regimental instruction in tactics and discipline, which have of necessityheen long neglected,
through constant service in the field and its division into numerous isolated detachments. The same remarks, but in a much greater degree,
can be made concerning the Fifteenth Infantry, which bas served at
various posts and in detached companies in the district of New Mexico
for eight years past. This regiment should be changed at the first opportunity, and brought where it can have some of the advantages which
have hitherto been altogether lacking.
REGIMENTAL SCHOOL AT FOR'l' LEAVENWORTH.

Taking advantage of the only opportunity hitherto preRented, I have
concentrated the Twenty-third Infantry at this post for the purpose of
instruction and discipline. I transmit ·my orders on the subject of the
general instruction to be given ami the order of the regimental commander providing for the details. For the present these orders seem to
be sufficient, though, if the experiment prove successful and satisfactory progress be made, it is hoped that the range of instruction may be
extended, and that the establishment of this regimental school prove
so valuable tb::tt it may be perpetuated here, and that other department
commanders may, in time, find it beneficial to concentrate regiments at
some posts within their own departments for the same object.
I earnestly recommend that all proper encouragement be given by
superior authority to the present experimeut here, as, in my judgment,
it cannot fail to be of incalculable benefit to the Army by restoring regimental discipline and esprit, and by instructing both officers and enlisted
men on many subjects ·extremely necessary that they should know, but
which it does not seem possible for them to acquire during the active
service required of them in widely separated detachments. One year
for each regiment at this school will go tar to rest.ore what is greatly
needed and make the regiment an organization in fact as well as on
paper. Nothing more than what will appear reasouable will be asked
of the authorities, and I trust sincerely that what is asked will be given
cheerfully and in a manner to encourage the best pfi'ort of those who are
to profit by this opportunity for instruction.
On the 23d of July a di ' patch was rece.ived from the Secretar,y of
War, directing tba,t troops be sent from t!Jis department to Saint Louis,
where 8erious riots were threatened by mol>s, which took occasion of
strikes on tbe railroads leading out of that city, witll which the civil
power seemed unable to deal, to t~ally out for public plunder.- I sent
six companies of the Twenty-third Infantry, under command of Colonel
Jefferson 0. Davis, with two Gatling guns, to Saint Lonis. Orders were
giYeu to Colonel Davis (copie inclosed) to take command of the Saint
Loui barrack , the present cavalry recruiting station, to po this troops
within the in lo ure of the po t, but to take no part iu the troubles, exc pt to protect the public property of the United States in the city.
Th e ix corupaui' were r -enforced within two days by eight compani drawl\ from the ixteenth and Nineteentll Infantry, stationed at
po t n b fl' uti r we ' t of thi place, and two more Gatling guns.
Th ul. · dir ct intervention of the e troops in the disturbances in and
ar u11d aint L ui wa in aiding the United States marshal as a posse
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to enforce process of the United States courts in securing to the receivers of the Ohio and Mississippi and the Saint Louis and Southeastern
Railroads, and of the Illhwis an(l Missouri Bridge, possession and unmolested use of the property belonging to those corporations, which
were at the time iu possession of the United States courts, and in charge
of receivers duly appointed by the courts. No resistance whatever was
made to the troops in apy manner or by anybody.
These roads and the bridge were protected by the troops, and the
process of the United States courts in the hands of the marshal duly
maintained. While the United States troops took no other direct part
in the troubles in and near Saint Louis than that mentioned, the effect
of their· presence in giving confidence and moral support to organizations being hurriedly gotten together for the defense of life and property
was very manifest and very helpfnl, and was cordially and gratefully
acknowledged by the citizens. The conduct of officers and men was
excellent throughout. The~· neither did too much nor too little, and I
think all concerned will cheerfully testify to the immense service they rendered directly and indirectly. The same threatening troubles occurred
also in Chicago, and were dealt with much in the same way. It was
necessary to bring troops to Chicago, as to Saint I.~ouis, from the remote
frontier, hurriedly and with little preparation, and their uniform good
conduct and firmness and the judicious and considerate action of the
officers in command were very fully seen of all men.
vVitb the subsidence of danger and the completion of the temporary
volunteer organizations for defense in those two cities, it was found
practicable to withdraw all these troops by detachments, and they are
all again at their posts. The fact that both officers and men were without pay, and tile government itself without the means even to pay for
their transportation, involved of neces~ity some hardship and privation,
which I gladly state were much relieved by the liberal and generous
conduct of the citizens.
MILITARY POS'l'S.

As time goes on there is less and less dang~r of Indian troubles on
this frontier, and it becomes more and more apparent that every interest
of the government and the Army would be promoted by abandoning the
~mall temporary posts west of this place, which no. longer serve any
military purpose except the mere sheltering of troops. A policy of concentration it should seem ought now to be beguu, both for the discipline
and instruction of the troops and for the sake of economy. I have so
often recommended this consolidation of troops and posts that I dislike
to urge it further; but it will be proper agait1 to invite attention to the
great advantages for such a purpose possessed by the military reservation at Fort Leavenworth. We have here -a reservation l~rge enough
for convenient accommodation of at least four regiments, situated at
the intersection of many railroads, and easy of access aud communication in every direction; in the midst of as :fine an agricultural and stockraising country as there is in the United States; where troops can be supplied at a minimum of cost, and be instructed under the most favorable
circumstances, and where they would be. conveniently placed and held
read.Y at a moment's notice to be transferred for service to any points
where they might be needed, and sent there iu the best condition for
duty_. As a depot for troops, central enough to fulfill any demands for
serv1ce at any point west of the Mississippi, and, indeed, far east of it,
I know no place so suitable, and as the reservation belongs to the United
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States no expense would be involved except ~ncb as would be necessary
to build barracks, which, with the labor of the con~itlerable number of
military prisoners in confinem..,nt here, woulct be trifling: as compared.
with the cost of building elsewhere. I need not point out the benefit to
the sen·ice of having two or three regiweuts couceHtrated here for military exercises and instruction.
The cavalry and infantry arm~ of service, especially tbe latter,. have
enjoyed no advantages whatever of this kind, and ba,re thus l)een left
far behind volunteer or good militia regiments in these respe0ts. Iu
justice to them and in the interests of the pnhlie service, somP. advantages ought to be given to these arms of l:'erviee, and in my judgment
they cau be given here better than anywhere. else. It would seem to be
wise to make a begiuning at least in this direction, and I hope some
consideration will be given to the subject at au early day.
The only important po~ts-that is, tbe only posts which in my judgment it will be necessary to keep up and keep well garrisoned for some
years to come-are those surrounding the Indians in the Indian Territory, viz, Forts Sill, Heno, and Elliott, and Camp Supply. For the
three former full ganisons are 110w needed, and will be needed until the
lately hostile Indians around the rtgencies in that Territor.r· are in a very
different coudition from the preseut. When the~t will be it is not ea:::;y
now to say, but if the past system of managing tlte lndiaus be ·kept up,
then there does not Reem anv likelihood in the 11ear future that these
posts can be given up. TIJe· posts referred to, a~ well a8 al1 others iu
this department, are iu reasonably good repair; but as mauy of them
were very frail structures in the beginning, the.,v have ueede<l every year,
and will continue to ne.t·d until they fall uown, a considerable sum every
year to keep them habitable. Of course the amounts spent on them
simply suffice to keep them habitable, and .will be lost as soon as tbe
posts pass out · of use. 1n my opinion all posts east of .New Mexico,
except those above mentioned in aud around the Indian Territory, could
now be vacated and their garrisons brought here, where they could be
supplied much more economically, and whence they could do equally
well the duties they now perform.
The posts in the district of gew Mexico cou1(1 jnuiciously be reduced
to five, including one that must eventually be establi~hed at some point
in the San J nan region. As I have before ·stated, however, it is my
opinion that the variom~ Ute agencie~ and reservations iu that district
ought to be consolidated, and located in some agricultural valley convenieut.of access to the railroad IJefore such military post is established.
FINES IMPOSED BY COUR'l'S·M.ARTIAL.

I beg again to invite attention to the injustice to the Army, and
e pecially to the good aud faithful men of the Army, committed by appropriating all the fines imposed by sentence of courts·rnartial, as well
a the monthly tax upon the soldier 'pay, to the support of the Soldiers'
llome in Wa 'hington, such support consisting in part of the purchase
of \·aluable e 'tate' near Wa~hiugton and th~ maintenance of a beautiful
park iu the Yicinity of the city. Of cour e, the confinement, trial, and
ub · uent punishment of ofl:'eud rs in the Army, simply impose upon
the fattllful oldier the u~:ces 'ity, in addition to his proper duty, of perf rmitt til dati · of the uffeuder , and, iu tead of ueiug more favorably
tr at d ou account of hi tiuelity, and th reby encouraged to continued
go
c udu t, he i ab ·olnt·ly puni bed for the offen 'es of others, by
having additional work impo ed upon him in con equence. The fines.

GENERAL OF THE

AR~1Y.

65

a!'sesRefl upon tl10se whose dnty be does are appropriated to an institution alread,y abundantly provi<le<l, wbich he will prob<tbl}T never see at
all. Instead of permitting- tbe g-ood sol<iier to be in some measure compensated for the extra work imposed upon him by the wrong-doing of
others, and tbus, at least, sbowiug him that his good coudnct is appreciated, and is of some value to Lim, he absolntely becomes oue of t!Je
parties punished, while the penalty in mone.v goes for the benefit or the
enjoyment of others. I do not believe that there is a more crsing wrong
or one more felt in the service than this application of moue~.,. stoppefl
from the soldiers' pay, and I do most sincerely hope that measures will
be taken to correct the ill effects of it. The Soldiers Home, which benefits but few, is understood to be abundantly endowed aln•ady fot' twice
the good it does, and ought not longer to be kept up at the expense of
the private soldier.
':fhe condition of the enlisted men of the Army, except so far simply as
the necessaries of life are concerued, is very far from satisfactory, and
I baYe no doubt tends as much as any one thing to induce the desertions
which all deplore, and for which we have been and are still seeking the
remedy. During the war all the librari~s of the old posts disappeared in
some manner and have ne\er lwen replaced. At tbe new posts estab. lished since the war no libraries at all have been provided, so that, in
fact, while the soldier is not actually .on guard or immediately ell gaged
in the performance of some duty, be bas absolutely no employment,
mental or phJsical, to occupy his attention. Unless he resorts to gambling and drinking, to which the majority of the enlisteu men are not in·
clined, be is altogother without occupation, and of necessity llecomes
weary and discontented, and after a time his life gets to be so uu beara.
hle .that he is tempted to desert the service. Desertions from troops in
the field are Yery uncommon; from the posts, they are of daily occurrence. As good policy, merely, the government should proYille for the
soldier, when not actually on dnty, some harmless, or, in preference,.
some useful, occupation w'hich will minister to his plea:sure or impwve.
ment.
There should be libraries and reading-rooms at all military posts of a
permanent character to which the soldier when not on duty should have
free and welcome access, and which be should be encouraged to frequeut.
Ten-pin alleys and billiard-rooms belonging to the posts are of great
use in these respects, and keep the soldier from resorting to places of
dissipation and ga mbling. If e\ en fifty per cent. of the fines imposed
by sentence of courts-martial could be devoted to these purpo-ses (an<l
certainly this is little to ask) we could in a short time provide all these
things, greatly to the benefit of the Army and of the go,·eriJtneut. In
connection with this subject, I venture ro em bod.v in this report an extract .from a letter I wrote to the Secretary of War in--, sugg·estiug
the outline of a plan for the expenditure of this fifty per cent. of tines,
.so as best to accommodate tile purposes abo\e indicated.
7

The desertions from tho Army within the last two years have been so numerous as
to be a subj ect of deep con cern to th e country, and to occasion much uneasiness and
mortification to military commanders, who have been earnestly seekiug a cause for it.
I think it not useless to submit for your consideration a few remarks on the subject.
Whilst, no doubt, the reduction of pay and the thousand of opportunities to better
bis condition, furnished to the soldier by railroad and other enterprises, have proved a
great incentive to desertion, it is belieVtd that such causes may be obviated or greatly
modified by providing the soldier with some proper means ot' recreation or improvement. At present there is no provision of the kiud, and the dry and menotonous routine duty of the soldier becomes wearisome to the last degree.
Such post-libraries, reading-rooms, &c., as existed before the war have all disappeared, and there cannot be collected, under present tegulations, a su,m a.t all sufficient
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to replace them. It follows, of cvurse, that when the soldier is not actually engagecl
in the performance of some duty, be is without resource of any hind, and naturally
takes to idling and complaining. Those at all inclined to drink become dissipated and
worthless, are put into the guard-bouse, and sentenced by courts-martial to confinement
of greater or less duration. Of course the routine duty they are thus debarred from
performing must be done by the other members of the company who have doue no
"\vrong, but who are actually punished by this extra duty for the sins of others. Of
course this is a further cause of discontent.
The fine imposed on the soldier who sins, and whose confinement transfers his duties to the shoulders of the innocent, in no respect inures to their benefit, but is appro!printcd to the Soldiers' Home in Washington, where few soldiers ever go, and which
ris already the richest institution in this country. I see that about two hundred tbous:an d dollars were collected last year from :fines thus imposed, to be appr()priated to the
'Soldiers' Home, which, from funds on hand and the interest upon them, bas already an
income far larger than its necessities. It is needless to say that such an arrangement
~s ..extre mely distasteful to the Army.
I assume, as a matter of course, that it is the policy of the government (as it is certainly common sense) to do everything that can reasonably be done to satisfy the
·so1tiier with his lot. As a mere question of expense to the United States, it is certainly
tile tme policy. A contented soldier will not desert, and will surel.v perform hiti duty
better •than one who is discontented'.
This naturally leal}s me to what I wish to commend to your attention, viz, the propriet.y and good policy of devoting at least 50 per cent. of the fines collected from courtmartial sentences t >the purchase of books, magaziues, newspapers, &c., for the t-stablisbment of post-libraries and reading-rooms at the military posts in the Army. Such
a disposition of the :fines in question would not impair at all the efficiency or com·
fort of the .Soldiers~ Home, would involve no increased expense to tbe government,
but wonld really save the United States many thousal!ds of dollars now paid out for
arrest-s of deserters, their con:finernent.in penitentiaries, and the very great expense of
so man~y "co urts-martial, and would, besides, go further than any measure I know to
arrest .desertions and render the Army more efficient, contented, and satisfactory.
·whether it he in your power, wit,bout legislation, to make such use of the fund in ques1 ion, I do not know; but if it be, I ru ay safely assure you that you can do an act of infiuite advantage to the service, and one which, I am sure, will be unanimously acct:ptable to the Army.
The details of expenditure of this money for post libraries, &c., and the regulations
for the management of the fund and the care of the buildings, books, &c., would
easily be made.

I respect£ul1y invite attention to this matter, and venture to urge its
consideration upon the Secretary of War. If any provision of law stand
in the way of this disposition of the portion of the fund asked for, I
feel certain that a recommendation of the Secretary of War to Congress
will readil~ dispose of it.
There are several other subjects of interest to the Army which I
should be glad to bring to the attention of the authorities, but a presentation of tllem ·woul<l en large this report beyond the customary lim~ts, and no doRbt make it too long for the perusal of any one whose time
1 ' much occupied; but it is to be hoped that if a begi11ning is made we
mny, from time to time, enlist interest in and favorable action on otller
equally important matter8.
ROUTES TO NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA.

The completion of the DenYer and Rio Grande Narrow-Gauge Road
to Fort Garland., iu the vallf'y of the Rio Grande, and over the first
range of til Rocky ltfountain:5, bas very much cbauged the ~ituation in
rel~ttiou to the tn111 ·portatiou of A.rmy supplies to New Mexico an(l
nzona, · ud demau 1 a rearrangenw.ut of routes of travel to tllat
regi u. ln due time I ' hall ·ubmit a full <liscus~ion of tile subject as
uude.r to d h re, uut in order that the authorities may have some gellral Hl 'a of tu. clJanged condition of affe1irs in this respect, it is proper
t ·tate that from Fort Garland tile di 'tauces to points in New Mexico
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nnd Arizona, as compared with the distances over tlle routes now followed, are as follows, viz:
From Fort Garland to ]Tort Wingate .................................... 287-i miles.
From El Moro (terminus of south branch narrow-gauge road whence stores
.
are now sent) to Fort Wingate ....................................... 391 .m1les.

It is to be remarked that Fort Wingate is a common point on the
route from El Moro and the route from Fort Garland to Prescott, Arizona.
From Fort Garland to Santa Fe (the headquarters district of New Mexico)
the rli stance is .......... . ................. " ......... ·........ ---- ...... 150 miles.
From El Moro to Santa Fe ............................................... 221 miles.

If, therefore, the ctir(~ct route from Garlan(l to Wingate be taken, the
difference in fa,or of Garland route is 103~ miles. If the routes through
Sa11ta .l!"e are taken the difference in favor of the Garland route is 71
miles.
The advantage in distance in favor of the routes from Garland is
likely to be greater, indeed must l>e greater, as the railroad progresses
to the south and west.
The road from Garland to Santa Fe is good. In some places repairs
are needed, an<l in others, (over a short distance,) some widening of the
road is desirable. Tllis work can be done at a small expense.
On the direct road from Garland to Wingate and Prescott, Arizona,
some lleavy work over a narrow mountainous ridge will l>e needed.
An estimate will be sent forward to cover the expense of these works.
It will not l>e large.
In short, from the erHl of the railroad at Fort Garland to all points
in the valley of the Rio Grande, and west of that river, the dh;tances are
much less than from El Moro, the point whence shipments are now
made, and the differences will continue to increase with the progress of
the railroad. Of course the Garland route is the only one for that section of Colorado known as the San Juan region.
As I have said, I will submit a full discussion of this subject hereafter, and only desire now to invite attention to it. I transmit, attaclled
to this report, a map showing the Ute reservations which it is proposed
to consolidate, and the routes of travel and transportation referred to
and compared.
1'he condition of the troops in the department is as good as any one
could expect under the circumstances, and they have performed their
duties with zeal and fidelity. The smallness of the companies bas pre,~ented almost all military exercises or instruction at the post of less than
six companies, and even at these the details for extra daily duty, for
the performance of which there is no provision except by the use of
troops, are ·so large tllat practically the posts, and especially the small
posts, are garrisone<l by enlisted laborers rather than soldiers. Tbe
strength of companies, under present orders, is thirty-seven enlisted
me11, including nou-commissioned officers, and unless the companies
are tilled up to at least eighty men, or the regiments concentrated, it is
out of the question to expect that the instruction and discipline can be
at all what is demanded and ought to be exacted. Small as the present
force is, the larger part of the actual labor, as well as the building required at the posts, must now be done by enlisted men, the appropriations being wholly iusufficient to emply other labor. It is impo:ssilJle to
combine tbe soldier and the laborer or mechanic with good results to
either. Tbe work is, of course, unsatisfactorily clone, and the discipline
and condition of the troops sutl'er in an even greater degree. It is hoped
that tue condition and uecessities of the Army may receive a larger and
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more careful consideration than seems to haYe been practicable for some
years past. I desire to bear testimony to th~ intelligence and fidelity
of the general staff offict>rs ser-ving at these headquarters. I Hm indebted in large degree to them for the satiRfactory condition of th(,3 department in all that relates· to its administration.
I transmit herewith a roster of the department and a field return of
troops serving in it.
I am, colonel; respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN POPE,
Brevet Major-Genvral United States A:my, Command-ing.
Col. R. C. DRUM.
Assistant Adjutant- General, Chicago, Ill.

No.3. ·
NOTE.-Report of Brigactier-General Terry, commanding Department
of Dakota, uot received in time to be printed in its proper place.
·

No. 3 A.-Report of Colonel Gibbon.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF MONTANA,

Fort Shaw, Mont., September 2, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of recent military operations
in this district : Upon telegraphic information that the hostile Nez Perces bad started
westward over the Lo-Lo trail,· I ordered one of tbe companies at Camp Baker (D)
and the company at l?ort Benton, (F,) with the exception of six men, to move at once
to Fort SIJaw. They were concentrated there on the i7tb of July. The next day, with
Company K and every man to be sparecl fro.1n t.be post, the command, nnm bering eight
officers and seventy-six meu, commenced the march for Missoula, via Cadotte's Pass,
with pack-mules. Tlle distance, 150 miles, was accomplished in seven days, the
command reaching the new post near Missoula late on the afternoon of the 3d of
Au gust in wagons sent out to meet it, preceded the day before by myself and tbe
rnouuted detachment under Lieut. James H. Bradley. The Nez Perces, with a large
herd of horses, had, on the 28t.h instant, succeeded in avoiding Captain Rawn's little
command by marching around it, and had turned up the valley of the Bitter Root.
Tiley were then leisurely moving up the valley, halting for a day or two at a time to
trade o:fl' to the inhabitants their stolen stock and plunder for fresh horses, food, and
supplies of all kinds, including ammunition. The pitiful spectacle was presented of
these red-handed plunderers, fresh from tho slaughter of the p ecaeful settlers of a neighboring Territory, being furnished by the citizens of Montana with fresh supplies, which
enabled them to continue their flight and their murderous work in other parts of this
Territory. One bright exception stands out in bold relief to what appears to have
been the rnle in the lower part of Bitter Root Valley. Mr. Young, of Cowallis, refused
to barter for their blood-money, closed hi store, and dared them to do their worst.
On tbe 4th, with my command re-enforced with seven officers and all the men to he
pared from Captain Rawn's commaud, (which bad been in the mean time strengtllPned by Company G, Seventh Infantry, and every available man to be spared from
E ort Elli ,) I left the post at. one o'clock, with 15 officers and 146 men, in wagons, and
moYed to tevensville, which we reached auout nine o'clock, a distance of some
tw ~ty-five mile . Til e next day we made tLirty miles, and were joiner1 by a number
of c1tq;ens from the upper valley, who volunteerecl as scouts and to join us in the
ficrht, if we should overtake the Indians.
I had been informed that b youd a certain point it would be impracticable to takA
wa"'on , and therefore brought along om pack-mules and pack-saddles, intending,
when the time came, to cut loose from our wagons and take to the packs; but on th1s
day I ;;a. fort~nate enough to secure the ervices of Mr. Joe Blodget, a man thoroughly
aCf!Uamted WJtb th~ country, who as ured me that be bad brought lightly-loaded
wa~ons over the trail all the way from Bannock, and that it was a possible althouuh
difficult road.
.,
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The road was excellent until we commenced to climb the divide separating us from
Ross's Hole, at the extreme upper end of the Bitter Root Valley. Here the ascent wal:!
so steep, rugged, and crooked that we were compelled to halt at nightfall and make
a dry camp before reaching the summit, having succeeded in mak1ng duriug the day
only -t wenty-fonr miles. · The next day (7th) we were four hours in reaching the summit, and succeeded in making only l::lt miles, with a still steeper ascent before us for
the next day.
We had up to this time been pass.ing regularly the Indian camping-grounds, which
showed that they were moving at the rate of about twelve or fourteen miles a day, so
that if we could continue to doublo this distance the question of overtaking the enemy
was simply one of time. No accurate estimate of their strength could be macle, as
many of them occupied simple brush shelters. It was observed, also, that the tepeepoles, always left standing in their camps, were collected each night for temporar.v
purposes, and no signs of tepee-poles nor travois for wounded were seen on the trail.
The best estimate of their strength I could obtain from the inhabitants of the valley
gave them 260 warriors, all of whom were well-armed and with a plentiful supply of
ammunition.
On camping at the foot of the main divide of the Rocky Mountains, on the evening
of the 7th, Lieutenant Bradley, who had been sent in advance during the day with
Lis mounted men and a small party of citizens, offered to make a night march, if possible overtake the camp, and make au attempt to stampede the herd, :which every
indication showed was very large. Some twenty-five of the citizens volunteered to
accompany him, as did also Lieut. J. W ..Jacobs, regimental quartermaster Seventh
Iufantry; his nephew, Mr. S . .J. Herron, of Kentucky; Sergeant Wilson, Company I,
Seventh Infantr_y, and Bostwick, the post guide of Fort Shaw.
In accordance with this suggestion, Lieutenant Bradley, with his command, amounting to some 60 men, was ordered to push forward during th.e night, and try to strike
the camp before daylight.
'l'be next morning the main body resumed the march at :five o'clock, and at once
commenced to ascend the formidable barrier in its front, the difficulties of the road
being increased by quantities of fallen timber, which had to be removed or got round.
Our wagons were only lightly loaded, and by doubling teams and using the men at
drag-ropes we succeeded in reaching the summit, a distance of about two miles. in six
hours. From thence a gentle ineline led for over twenty miles down into the Big
Hole Basin. But the road was much obstructed by fallen timber and a difficult
streAm, with abrupt banks, which we were obliged to cross nnmerous times. Here
the services of our excellent guide, Joe Blodget, were most valuable, ~tnd but for him
we could not possibly have made even the time we clid.
Before we had reached the summit I received a courier from Lieutenant Bradley,
informing me that the distance he had to pass over was greater than was supposed,
and that daylig·ht had overtaken him before he had succeeded in reaching the camp of
the Indians. \Ve pushed ahead without waiting to rest or feed the animals, and later
in the day I received another messa.ge from him informing me that he had discovered
the location of the Indian camp, hrtd concealed his command in the hills, and wal:!
await.ing my arrival. Fearing the Indians would discover him, I left the train nuder
charge of one company, (Logan's,) to come on as fast as p()ssible, and started forwa,rd
with the rest of the command and the mountain howitzer, but with all the speP.d we
could make it was nearly sunset before we reached Lien tenant Bradley's position, and
the Indian camp was still four or :five miles distant. The train '"as now brought up,
closely parked amidst the brush 0f the little valley down which we were traveling, an<l
the animals tumed out to rest and feed. · No fires were built, and after posting pickets
all laid down to rest until ten o'clock. At that hour, the command, now consisting of
li officers, 1~2 men, and 34 citizens, started down the trail on foot, each man bemg
provided with ninety rounds of ammunition. The howitzer could not accompany the
column, in consequence of the quantity of fallen timber obstructing the trail, and the
noise which would have to be made in removing it. Orders were therefore given tbat
at early daylight it should start after us, with a pack-mule loaded with two thousand
rounds of exrra ammunition.
The 34 citizens who volunteered to accompany us l.leing joined by Lieutenant Bmdloy's command, the advance was giveQ. to him, and the column movetl in silence down
the trail, the night being clear and l:!tarlight. After proceeding about three miles the
conn try opened out into the Bi~ Hole Basin, and still following the trail guided by one
of th e citizens who knew the locality, we turned to the left and following alono· the low
foot-hills soon came in sight of fires. After proceeding about a mile from ~here we
emerged from the mountains, we passed through a point of timber projectinrr out iuto
t~1e valley, an~ jnst beyond encountered a large herd of ponies grazing uporf the hillSide. As we silently ad vaoced they commenced neighing, but fortunately did not liecome alarmed, aud by th~ time we bad passed through the herd the outline of the
tepees coulu be matle out 1n the bottom below.
The command was now halted, and all laid down to wait for daylight. H~re Wcl
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waited for two hours iu plain hearin~ of the barking dogs, crying babies, and other
noises of the camp. Just before daylight Sanno's company, and then Comba's were
sent down into the valley and deployed as skirmishers, and as day began to break and
enable me to make out the ground beneath us, I found Uu1t the tepees, in the form of
an open V with the apex toward ns, extended along the .opposite side of a large creek some two or three hundred yards from us. The intervening space between the camp
and the foot of the slope upon which we stood was almost entirely covered with a
dense growth of willow brush, in the grassy spaces between which herds uf ponies
were grazing. A deep .slongh with water ju places _waist-deep wouu~ through this
bottom from right to left, and had to be crossed before the stream Itself could be
reached. As the light increased Coruba and Sanno were ordered to move forward, then
Bradley and his citizens on the left,. with Rawn anu Williams in support. All pushed
forward in perfect silence, while now scarcely a sound issued from the camp. Suddenly a single shot on the extreme left rang ont on the clear morning air, followed
quickly by several others, and the whole line pushed rapidly forward through t.he
lH'nsh. Logan's company being sent in on the run on the extreme right. A heavy
fire was at once opened along the whole line of tepees, the startled Indians rushing
from them in "every direction, and for a few moments no shots were returned. Corolla
and Sanno first struck the camp at the apex of the V, crossed the main stream, and
delivered their fire at close range into the tepees and the Indians as they poured from
them. Many of the Indians broke at once for the brush, and sheltering themselves
behind the creek-bank opened fire on the troops as they came into the open ground.
This was especially the case on the right or upper end of the camp where the cre-ek
made a bend toward our line. As Logan and the right of the line swept forward, our
n1en found themselves directly at the back of these Indians, and here tbe greatest
slaughter took place. In less than twenty minutes we had complete possession of the
the whole camp, and orders were given to commence destroying it.
But the Indians hi'ld not given up the fight, anu while a portion of the command
were engaged in setting fire to the tepees, other portions were occupied in replying to
the rifle shots, which now came upon us from every direction-the brush, the creekbank, the open prairie, and the distant hills. The fire from these latter positions, although at long range, was by far the most deadly, and it soon became evident that the
enemy's sharpshooters, bidden behind trees, rocks, &c., possessed an immense ad vanta.ge
over us, insomuch that we could not compete with them. At almost every crack of a
rifle from the distant bills some member of the command was sure to falL My acting
adjutant, Lieut. C. A. Woodruff, and myself, with our horses, were wounded at this
time. Under these circumstances, t.he only remedy wal:! to take up some position where
we would be more on an equality with the enemy. Orders wert:>, therefore, reluctantly
given to withdraw through tbe brnsh to a position under the hill from wbich we bad
first started, and then _push for the timber through which we had passed in the
night.
This mo\ement was successfully accomplished, snch of our wounded as we could find
being carried with ue:, and the few Indians who occupied the timber being driven out.
Here we took up our position, and sheltering ourselves behind the trees, fallen logs, &c.,
r eplied to the fire of the sharpshooters, who soou gathered around us, occupying the
brush below and the timber above.
For a t ime their fire was very close and deadly; and here Lieutenant English received
a mortal wound; Captain Williams was struck a second Ume, and a large number, of
men killed and wounded . The Indians crawled up as closely as they dared to come,
and with yells of encouragement urged each other on, but our men mat them with a
bold front, and our fire, as we afterward learned by the blood and dead Indians found,
_punished them severely.
Just as we took up our position in the timber two shots from onr howitzer on the
trail above us were beard, and we afterward learned that the gun and pack-mule with
ammunition were, on the road to us, intercepted by Indians. Tbe non-commissioned
officers in charge, Sergeants Daly and Frederics and Corporal Sales, made the best
r esi tance they could, whllst the two privates cowardly fled at the first appearance of
danger and never topped till they had put a hnndred miles between themselves anrl
the battle-field, spreading, of course, a such cowards always do, the most exaggerated
r eports of the dire calamity which bad overtaken the entire command. The piece was
fired twice, and a the Indian clo erl around it the men used their rifles. Corporal
ale wa killed, the two ergeants wounded, the animal was shot down, and Private
:John 0 . _Beo n tt, the driver, ntanrrl ed in their fall, cutting himself loose, he sncceedeu
m r ach10g th bru hand e~caped to the train, wbich the two sergeants, Blodgett, the
guid , and William a colored ervaut of Lieut nant Jacobs, al o reached. In the wean
tim our fight in the timber coutinned with more or les activity all day. But every
hour was increa ing th tr ugth of our po itioo, when a new daorrer threaten~d u .
A .tron wind wa blowin~ from thew t, anfl takinrr advantao-e of:· this, the Inuians
set fire_ t the gra , i?tending, doubtlf' , to follow
tho :fire and make a dash upon
us wh1le we were bhoded by the deuse smoke. But fortunately the grass was too
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green to burn rapidly, and before the fire reached any of the dead timber lying about
us it went out. The Indians remained aronnd us firing occasionally nearly all night.
TlJey bad, however, broken camp immediately after we abandoned it, and sent off their
women and children and herds in a southerly direction.
During the night I sent a runner to the train and two others to Deer Lodge via.
French's Gulch, for medical assistance and supplies, fearing our train had been capt.urecl.
Tllis fear was increased early next morning on the arrival of a courier from Geueral Howard, who said lle had seen nothing of it. He had passed it in the darkness of the night
without seeing it. Later in the day we communicated witlJ the train, but the Indians
in small parties still appearing in the interval which· separated us from it, I sent
Captain Browning with twenty-five men to bring it in, and it reached us just beforo
sundown, hri11ging us our much needed blankets and provisions, not, however, until
we bad partially consumed the flesh of Lieutenant Woodruff's horse brought wouuded
to our position and conveniently killed by the Indians inside our lines. The Indians
gave us a parting shower of bullets about 11 o'clock that night and we saw uo more of
them afterwards.
Parties were sent out on the 11th to bury the dead, all of whom were found, recognized, and decently interred, and to recover the howitzer, which was found concealed
in the brush, the carriage-wheels being carried off.
·
_
At 10 a.m. General Howard reached my camp, having pushed forward with a small
escort, under the bdief that be was coming to a sorely beleaguered party, and the next
morning his medical officers arrived and gave to our suffering wounded the much
needed attendance. The following day, (13th,) having assigned to duty witil General
Howard, to aid in the pursuit, fifty men of my command, under Captain Browning
and Lieutenants Wright 11.nd Van Orsdale, all of whom volunteered for the service, I
left the battle-field with the wonnded and the balance of the command for Deer Lodge,
over ninety miles distant. I reached tilat place on the 15th, aud the command the
next day, thanks to tile spontaneous assistance promptly forwarcled to us by the citizens of Helena, Deer Loilge, and Butte.
In closing th•s report, I desire to speak in the most commendatory terms of the conduct of both officers and men (with the exception of the two cowards who deserted -the
howitzer.) With the exception of Captain Logan and Lieutenant Bradley, both of
whom were killed very early in the act.ion, every officer came under my personal observation at some time or other during the tight, and where all were so active, zealous,
and courageous, not only in themselves fighting and in cheering on the men, but in
prompt obedience to every order, I fiud it out of the question to make any attempt at
discrimination, and will simply mention the names of those who were present in the
battle:
They were Captains C. C. Rawn, Richard Comba, GeorgeL. Browning, J. M. J. Sanno,
Constant W1lliams, (wounded twice,) and William Logan, (killed;) First Lieutenants
- C. A. Coolidge, (wounded three times,) James H. Bradley, (killed,) J. W. Jacobs, Regimental Quartermaster Allen H. Jackson, George H. Wright, and William H. English,
(mortally wounded and ·since dead;) and Second Lieutenants C. A Woodruff: acting
adjntant, (wounded three times,) J. F. VaJi Orsda.le, E. E. Harden, and Francis Woodbriilge.
For the officers eng:1ged in this sharp little affair I have notbi11g to ask, and am unable to persuade myself to ask for that next to nothing, a brevet. But I earnestly
urge that the authorities may ask of Congress the enactment of a special law, giYiug
officers below the grade of field officers, anrl, soldiers wounded in battle the same increase of pay as they are now entitled to for every five years of service, the la:w to go
into effect from the commencement of the present fiscal year.
A complete list of casualties is appended to this report, showing a loss of the aggregate enl!aged, (191,) including tue nowitzer party, of 29 killed and 40 wounded.
Captain Com IJa, who had charge of our burial party, reports eighty-three dead Indian5
fonnd on the field, and six more dead warriors were found in a ravine some distance
from the battle-field after the command left there.
First Lient. Hemy M. Benson reached Fort Shaw from sick leave the day after the
command left there; although not :fit for duty he started the same day and endea.vored
-to overtake the command, but fail ed. He then start~>d for Missoula by stage and :finally
r eported to me at Deer Lodge, August 15th. At his earnest solicitation I ordered him
down on the stage-road to take charge of such militia organizations as be fonnd there
and to report to General Howard. This he did, was ar,tached to Capt~tiu Norwoocl's
company, Second Cavalry, went into action with it on the 20th of August, and wilile
gallantly figbt.iug was wounded, thus adding one more to tile casualties in the regiment..
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN GIBBON,
Colonel Seventh Injant1·y, Commanding.
To the AssrsTA~T ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
D epartment of Dakota, Saint Pmtl, Minn.
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List of killed and wouuded at battle at Big Hole, MontancL Ten·itory, August 9, 1877.
KILLlW.

Company A.-Capt. William Logan, and Private John B. Smith.
Company B.-First Lient. J -tmes H. Bradley.
Compauy D.-Corporal William H. Pa.yne, Corporal Jacob Eisenhut, and Musician
Francis Gallagher.
·
Company E.-Private M::tthew Butterly.
Company F.-Pl'ivat,es William D. Pomroy and James McGuire.
Company G.-First Sergeant Robert L. Edgeworth, Sergeant William H. Martin,
Corporal Domminic O'Conner, Corporal Robert E. Sale, and Privates John O'Brien,
Gottleib Mauz.
·
Company H.-Private McKindra L. Drake, (orderly for Colonel Gibbon.)
Company I.-Sergeant Michael Hogan, Corporal Daniel McCaffrey, and Private Herman Broetz.
Company K.-First Sergeant Frederick Stortz, Musician Thomas Stinebaker, and
Artificer John Kleis.
SECOND CAVALRY.
KILLED.

Sergeant Ed ward Page, Company L.
WOVNDED.

CoL John G'n>bon, Seventh Infantry, (left thigh, sevPre :flesh wound.)
Company A.-First-Lieut C. A. Coolidge, (both legs above knees, right hand severe;)
Private James C Lehmer, (right leg- serious;) Private Charles Alberts, (under left
breast, serious;) Private Lorenzo D. Brown, (right shoulder, serious;) Private George
L eber, (scalp, slight.)
Company D.-Sergeant Patrick C. Daly, (scalp slight;) Corporal John Murplly,
(right hip, severe;) Musician Timotby Crunau, (right shoulder and breast,, serious.)
Private James Keys, (right foot, severe.)
Company E.-Sergeant William Wright, (scalp, slight;) Sergeant James Bell, (right
shoulder, sevl:'re.)
Company F.-Capt. Constant Williams, (right side, severe. and scalp, slight;) Sergeant William W. Watson, (right hip, serious; died Angust 29, H:l77;) Corporal Christian Luttman, (both legs, severe;) Musician John Erikson, (left arm, flesh;) Private
Erl~in D. Hunter, (rfght hand, severe;) Private George Maurer, (thtougll both cheeks,
senons.)
Company G.-Sergeant John W. H. Fr·ederic, (left shoulder, flesh;) Sergeant Robert Benzinger, (right breast, flesh;) Private John J. Conner, (right eye, sligllt ;) Private George Banghart, (right shoulder, thigh, and wrist, severe;) Private JawesHurk,
(right breast, serious;) Private Charles H. Robbuke, (left hip, slight.)
Company I.-First Lient. William L. English. (through bnck, serious, and Rcalp,
slight; l1ied Angnst 19, 1 ~71;) Corporal Ricllard M. Cunliffe, (shoulder and arm, fle~h ;)
Private Patnc Fallon, (hip and leg, serious;) Private William Thompson, (left shoulder,
fleHh ;) Pnvnte Joseph Daros~, (ankle and leg, serious.)
Company K.-Secoud Lieut. C. A. Woodruff, (both legs ab:)ve knees, and left heel,
severe;) ergoant Howard Clarke, (heel, severe;) Private Daviil Heaton, (right wrist,
severe;) Private Mathew Devine, (forearm, serious;) Private Philo 0. Hurlburt, (left
shouldt:r, 1leoh.)
SECOND CAVALRY.

Company F.-Private Charles B. Gould, (left side, severe.)
Citizen 'l:oluntee7'8.

Killed.-L. C. Elliott, John Armstrong, David Morrow, Alvin Lockwood, Campbell
Mitchell, H. . Bostwick, po t g•1ide, Fort Shaw.
Wounc1ed.-~1)'ron Lockwood, Otto Syford, Jacob Baker, William Ryan.
RECAPITULATION.

Killed. W onnded.

fficer ,'eventh Infantry·----·····--·-······-· .. ·--··----·-··--·--Euli ted m n ev nth Infantry ...... --·--··---·· .....• -----·-·-·--··
Enli·t dtu o econdCavalry -----·-----··----·-·--··-----··----·-·-

2
20

5*
30t

X~J ~~~.~~k: c\~ii~i::)~~~ _-.' ~:::::::: .'::::: .':: .'::::::::::::::::::::::::::

f

1

1
4

Total __ .. __________ .. ____ .. __ ... _. ____ . ___ .... _.... ___ ... ___ .

29

40

(

• One ottic ·r. ioce 1li d. f One enlisted man since died. !Post guide at Fort Shaw.

El'Tl:.:.IDER
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JOHN GIBBON,
Colonel Set·enlk Infantry, Commanding District Montana.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA,
Saint Paul, Minn., Septentbe1· 14, 1877. ·
Respecffully forwarded to Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri.
·
I invite especial at.tention to the most meritorious and gallant service rendered by
Colonel Gibbon and his command, and I join in the recommendation which he makes.
ALFREQ H. TERRY,
Brigadier-Gtneral, Comman ding.

No. 3 B.-Report of Col. S. D. Sturgis.
[Telegram.}

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE YELLOWSTONE,
Cantonment at Tongue Ri'eer, Mont. , September 17, 1877.
General A. H. TERRY,
Commanding Department of Dakota, and Commanding Officer Fm·t Buford:
1'he inclosed dispatches just received. I fear that the request for more troops has
reached me·too late. I will leave nine (9) companies of infantry and one (1) of cavalry at this point and on the Yellowstone. · With the remainder I will strike acrostj by
head of Big Dry Musselshell, Crooked Creek, and Carroll, with the hope of intercept,iug
the Nez Perces in their movement north. I presume that Generals Howard and Sturgis will follow to the Missouri, and I earnestly request that an abundance of mtions
and grain be sent up the Missouri for the commands that will be on that river.
The steamers are liable to meet the commands at mouth of Musselshell or abo>e
on tbe Missouri. If the stores are not all required on the Missouri they cau be transported across to these posts "'wonld request that not less than GO,OOO rations and all
the grain that can be forwarded, (say 500,000 pounds,) also officers' stores, and a quantity of clothing, which will be needed, be sent up the Missouri.
I will send couriers to Carroll to meet the boats. The infi:..ntry companies at Peck
can be employed as guard for stores.
Very respectfl!lly, your obedient servant,
N. A. MILES,
Colonel Fifth Injant1·y, Brevet Majm·-General United States A1·rny, Cormnanding.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
Br·idgm·'s Crossing Clarke's Fm·k, Wyo . Ter., August 12, 1877.
COLONEL: While Colonel Sturgis was scouting toward Stinking Water the Indians
and my force in close pursuit passed his right, and they, after a short detour, turued to
Clarke's Fork anu by forced marches avoided Sturgis completely.
I have sent Sturgis with Major Sanford, First Cavalry, and Lieutenant Otis, Fourth
Artiliery, with howitzer battery, in fast pursuit, and :myself following as rapidly as
possible with the remainder of my own immediate command. The Indians are reporteu
going down Clarke's Fork and straight toward the Musselshell. They will in all prohaiJility cross the Yellowstone near the mouth of Clarke's Fork, and make all haste to
join a band of hostile Sioux. They wm use every exertion to reach the Musselshell
country and fnrm this junction, anrl. as they make exceedingly long marches it will require unusual activity to intercept or overtake them. I earnestly request you to make
every effort in your power to prevent the escape of this hostile band, and at least to
bold. them in check until I can overtake them. Please send me return couriers with information of your and the hostiles' whereabouts, your intended movements, and any '
other information I ought to know.
Yours, resper,tfully,
0. 0. HOWARD,
Brigadier-General, Cornrnanding Expedition against hostile Nez Perces.
To Col. N. A. MILES,
I!'ifth Infantry.

CROSSING OF

YELLOWSTONE, NEAR MoUTII CLARKE'S FORK,
13th JS\3pternber-9 a. m.
D~J\R ~ENERAL: I forward dispatch just received from General Howard, who is some
31:l rmles 10 my rear. I ha.ve also a duplicate which I will endeavor to send by boll.t if
possiiJle. I fear you will be greatly disappointed when ;you learn that the hostiies have,
TilE

74

REPORT OF THE SECRET.ARY OF WAR.

lly a surlden and unexpected turn, crossed this riYer and thrown us hopelessly, I fear,

in their rear.

All that you could do was done, and I tbou~bt all that we, too, could do was also
don e to insure their destruction; aud, indeerl, fonr days ago I would not have given a.
dollar to have bad their capture insured to me ; but the absence of a single guide, who
bad ever been in the country in which we were operating, taken in connection with
our i<Tuorance of it, and its exceeding rough and broken character, and my inability to
learn.,anything of Howard's posit.ion, enablerl them to elnde me at t.he very mome~t I
felt sure of success. This is extremely mortitYing to me, I assure yon, and we are dowg
all that human endurance can possibly accomplish to circumvent them yet.
My anim als are sboeless and broken down, ancl my command witbont rations, yet
we made fifty miles yesterday, and will try to do so unt,il we overtak~ them; ~ut
while we are now crossing the river, their scouts are on the hills oppos1te watchmg
ns, and I fear their main body has some thirty-six hours the starli. I bave no suggestions to offer, as I presume General Howard, in the accompanying dispat0h, has laid
the situa1ion before you in detail.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. D. STURGIS,
Colonel Seventh Cavalry, Commanding.
To Col. N. A. MILES,
Commanding District Yellowstone, Tongtte Rivm·.

No: 3 C.-Report of Col. Nelson A. Miles.
Hll:ADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE YELLOWSTONE, IN THE FIELD,

Camp near north end of B ea1·'s-Paw .Mounta.i ns, Mont., Oct. 6, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to report having received on the evening of the 17th nltit?o'
a communication dated the 12th from General Howard, then on Clarke's Fork, stat~ng
that the Nez Perces bad evaded the commands to the north of them and were pnshmg
northward . I at once organized aU of the available force of my command for a movement to intercept or pursue them. The command left the cantonment on the morning of the 18th. The different orders regarding escort for the comruission llad already
put en route the battalion Second Cavalry and one (l) company (Hale's) Seventh Cavalry. The e were taken up on the march. The command reached the Missouri River, at
the mouth of the Musselshell, on the 23d day of September, but, learning on the morning of the 25th, that the Nez Perces had crossed at Cow Island on the 23d, bad destroyed the depot there and moved northward, I immediately crossed the Missouri.
The command on the 26th moved northward from month of Musselshell, and on the
27th, leaving my train to follow, pushed on rapidly by the northern side of the Little
RockieP, thence across to the northern end of the Bear's-Paw Mountains, which poiut I
reached on the evening of the 29th. On the same evening th e trail was discovered. by
my scouts enterin g the range to my left. Starting at 4 o'clock on the 30th, and movmg
around the northern end of the mountains, the trail was struck at 6 a. m. near the bead
of Snake River; the village shortly afterward was discovered on Eagle Creek, and was
immediately charged, the battalions Seventh Cavalry, (Captain Hale,) and FiftlJ Infantry
(Captain' nyder,) attacking in front; the battalion Second Cavalry, (Captain Tyler, )
by circuit attacked in rear and secured the stock to tl.le number of seven hundred (700)
bor e . mul s, and ponies; the :figl.lting was very severe, and at close quarters; tlle Indian took reiuge in some deep ravines, and their firing was accurate and well kept up.
I~aving at the nr~ot outset surprised and shut up the greater part of the Indians in tlle
v11l~~ , and cut off' an~l secured the greate.r part of their stock, and perceiving th~t tl_1e
po 1t.10n uld be carr1ed by torm only with very great los , I determined to mamtam
my hn about them, keep them under fire, and at the same time give them an opportunity to urrender if they desired. The positions taken un on the 30th were, with
s~igbt modifications, maintained during the four (4) succeeding days and nights; meantime a f ' bells from a 12-pounder Napoleon were thrown in from time to time and a
harp-. hooting fire kept up wb never it could be effective. The Indians bad from time
to t_im d1 play d a white flag, but wbeu communicated with bad refnsed to surrender
the1r a!m · _but on tb mornmg .o~ the 5th they surrendered, Chief Joseph leading, snrr ncl·u.ng b1, arm an.d amruumt10n, followed by his band, and their village is in our
po · 1011. 1 b fill'httng, as reported, wa sharp, and the losses on both sides considerable. In ·lo. cd i a 1~ t of tlle ca ualtie on the part of the troops. The Indians admit
~ lo of cb1 f: ~ool~m~-Gla · , Too-hool·bul-sole, Onicut, a brother of Joseph, and two
(2~ otb . of tb 1r pnnc1pal men, u.nd twenty-five (25) killed, and forty-six ( 46) wounded.
fh ·oclnr, nee ~~n l conra e of th colllmand, as tested by the forced marches and
b rolv cont t d fi•rh. a hu:t rang.' ar worthy of higbe t commendation. A severo
torm of now and wmd, wb1eh set 1.u on the 1st in taut, added greatly to the hard-
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shins, which have been borne without murmuring. The opportune arrival of the tnin
nuder escort commanded by Captain Brotherton, enabled me to p~otect the wounded
from the worst effects of the storm. I propose to-morrow to marcn h ence toward t~e
Missouri. The force of Gen<?ral Howard, including the commanfl. of General Sturgt,;,
follow!nO' the trail of the Nez Peret~s, is apprnachiu()' from t!Je Missouri. The general
arrived ;;t evening of the 4th, having moved forwanf in ad vance of his command with
a small escort.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,
Colonel Fifth Injant1·y, Brevet Major-General United Slates Army, Commanding.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.
Casualties.
KILLED.

Capt. Owen H~.le, Seventh Cavalry.
Second Lieut. J. w; Biddle, SeventtJ. Cavalry.
Fin~t Sergeant Otto Wilds; Sergeants Max Milke and G. W. Racball; Privates
William Whitlow, Francis RJ~h, George Hurdick, and Frank Knapp, Company K,
Seventh Cavalry.
Company D, Seventh Cavalry.-First Sergeant Michael Martin; Sergeant James M.
Albt~rts, and Privates Rauder and Dawsey.
Company A, Seventh Cavalry.-First Sergeant George McDermott; Sergeant Otto
Derslew; Privates John E. Cleveland, Lewis Kelley, and Samuel Mcintyre.
Private Irving, Company G, Second Cavalry.
Private Richarrl M. Peshall, Company G, Fifth IDfantry.
Corporal John Haddo, Company B, Fifth Infantry.
Private Joseph Kohler, Company I, Fifth Infantry.
Private Geoghegan, Company C, Fifth Infantry.
WOUNDED.

Capt. Miles Moylan, Seventh Cavalry, (right thigh, severe.)
Capt. B.S. Godfrey, Sevent!J Cavalry, (lumbar region, left side, slight.)
First Lieut. and Adjutant G. M. Baird, Fifth Infantry, acting assistant adjutantgt>neral, (fracturflleft nlJ:.ta; wonnded left ear, severe.)
First Lieut. Henry Rorneyn, Fifth Infantry, (thorax, right side, severe.)
Hospital Steward (2d class) J. B. Gallemere, Company M, Seventh Cavalry, (f. acture
of lef~ ankle, severe.)
Company K, Seventh Cavalry.-Sergeant John Nolan, (left hip;) Corporal Michael Delaney, (thorax, right side, penetrating, dangerous;) Private Peter Allen, (fracture
left radius, arm amputated;) Private Michael Murphy·, (thorax and abdomen, dangerous;) Private Charles Smith, (left thigh, severe;) Private George A. Dowell, (right
wrist and left hand, slight;) Private William H. McGee, (right leg;) Private John
Schwerer, (left leg;) Private John Meyflrs, (left band;) PriYate Jolm Schauer, (left heel,
slight;) Private Emil Laube, (scalp, slight.)
Company D, Seventh Cavalry.-Sergeant Charles H. Welsh, (fracture right thigh, and
flesh wound left thigh, severe;) Corporal John Quinn, (left shoulder, severe;) Blacksmith Frederick Dertlein, (right shoulder and lefU elbow, severe;) Trumpeter Thomas
Harwood, (left chest, penetrating;) Private James Clark, (right shoulder, Revere;)
Private John Curran, (left band, index finger amputated;) Private Uriah S. Lewis,
(right calf, slight;) Private James H. Johnson, (left shoulder and left arm, slight;)
Private Daniel E. Baker, (right thigh, severe.)
Company A, Seventh Cavalry.-Sergeant Thomas D. Godman, (left band and left
shoulder, slight;) Trumpeter James E. Christopher, (left knee, severe;) Private Daniel
S. Wright, (right thigh, severe;) Private Howard Weaver, (right arm, slight;) Private
'l'homas Denning, (right poplitic region, slight;) Private Charles Miller, (neck and
right shoulder, severe;) Private Michael Gilbert, (right shoulder, severe;) Private
George W. Savage, (both thighs, severe.)
Private .James Farrell, Contpany 1<', Second Cavalry, (right elbow.)
Private John Ferrous, Company D, l!'ifth Infantry, (left Jeg, slight.)
Compa!l'y I, J!ifth Injantry.-~ergeant ~oseph A. Cable, (fractured left thigh, iiesh
wound rtght th1gh, severe;) Pnvate Loms Gensler, (fractured left radius, arm amputated;) ~rivate ~atrick McCanna, (right hip, slight;) Private John Andrews, (left side
face;) Pnvate Nicholas B. ·w ard, (both thighs, flesh wound, severe.)
Co-mpany &, J!'ijth Infantry.-Sergeant George Krager, (left side face and right hand
se_vere ;) Mus.ician Je~se O'Nei~l, (fracture left thigh, severe;) Private Daniel Horgan;
(nght Jeg, slight;) Sioux Indmu Hump, (shoulder, slight;) Cheyenne Indian White
Wolf, (scalp, sligllt.)
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[1st indorsement.)
HEADQUARTERS DEPAR'fl\iE~T OF DAKOTA,

·
Saint Paul, Minn., Octobe~· 19, 1877.
Respec.tfally forwarded to headquarters Military Division of the Missouri.
For and in the absence of the department commander.
GEO.

D.

RUGGLES,

Assistant Adjutant-Genera.l.
[2d indorsement.]
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI,

Chicago, October 23, 1877.
Respectfully forwarded' to the Adj utant-G,meral of the Army.

.

P.

H. SHERIDAN,

Lieutenant-Geneml, Commanding.
ADJUTANT-GENER AL'S OFFICE,

October 30, 1877.
Official copy.
E.

D.

TOWNSEND,

.Adjutant- General.

No. 3 D.-Letter from General 0. 0. Howard to General She1·idan.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TH~<~ COLUMBIA, IN THE FmLD,

Steamer Ben~on, . Missoui·i Rivm·, October 19, Hl/7.

Gen. P.

H. SHERIDAN,

Commanding Division of the Missou1·i:
It is due you as commander of this m ilitary division to know the facts that I have
already telegraphed General McDowell from the battle-field concerning the final operations and surrender of the ho~tile Nez Pew~s . F irst, on the 11th of September I assumed commancl of Sturgis's troops after I h ad passed him at Clarke's .Fork, a?d. he
operated in conjunction with my force proper till the close. The advance, Sturg1s Immediately commanding, then made a forced march of eighty-tive miles in two days,
struck the ho~tiles, captured quite a number of their ponies, killed and wounded several warriors, anu drove the baud beyond the Musselshell.
Tb e 12th of September I sent from Clarke's l!"'ork a dispatch to Colonel Miles, s~10w
ing him that the Indians were maki.ng for the Musselshell country by exceedmgly
long marches and urging unusual activity, and earnestly requested him to make every
effort in his power to pre\'ent 'the escape of the hostile baud.
Colonel Gill (Miles f ) received the dispatch at Tongue River the evening of the 16th,
and promptly moved his command-two battalions of Second and Sevent,h Cavalry,
and one his own mounted infantry-on the 17th to the mouth of Musselshell.
Meanwhile, as he requested nine days to get into position, I'' slowed" my march to
about fifteeu miles per day, knowing that the hosti les watching me would do the
same. They slackened their pace after crossing the Missouri at Cow Island. As soon
as Miles found that they were beyond the Missouri he crossed where he was, and made
forced marches diagonally across onr front to the north of Bear Paw Mountains, and
struak the Indians about 7 a. m. of the 30th ultimo. They were encamped near a
cr ek-bottom in a strong natural position, but their num erous ponies, now nearly
worn-ont, were scattered over the open country grazing. Miles charged the camp and
herd simultaneonsly . A desperate fight occurred, in which two officers and twentyfive men were killed and four officers and forty-two men were wounded. The ponies
were nearly all captnred-some even hundred-but the Indians, hemmed in by Miles's
picket , held out until after ruy arrival. Firing was still going on the evening of the
4t11. I hacl with me two friendly Nez Perces and an interpreter.
The two Nez Perce were sent the next morning into the hostile camp. Through
them the urren1ler was arrang d. A few Indians, including White Bird, crept out
t-hrough the lines during the night. A portion of my artillery and infantry and Stur~i s cavalry were brought up within twenty-five miles of the battle-field, but as the
.~i ux un ler • itting Bull continued (jUiet, I deemed it best on account of the difficulty
of upplyiog th command tor turn the foot-troops to the Missouri. Sturgis's cavalry
wa ot·d red to report to 'olonel Miles, and moved in conjunction with bim back to
th month of the ln lsh 11.
Ulbarkecl my troops on the steamer Benton.
On ace nn of ,'i tiug Bulls pr ximity, I cl•laye1l my departure from the lOth to the
t:Hu in: taut, till .1.1 •. burden cl with the wound 'U au l the Indian prisoners, 375 in
numb ·r, had reached the .~:lissouri. Colouel Sturgi:; and his regiment de:;erve special

GENERAL OF TIIE ARMY.

77

credit for energetic, persistent, and FnccesE<ful work. Colonel Miles and his command
have and desene the great honor of the :final battle and surrender, while appreciatiou
and gratitude are due onr officers and men who engaged the hostiles with success in
Idaho, have cheerfully made forced marches for 1,600 miles, were part of the last operating force north of the Missouri, and 'Jere represented by their commander at the
surrender.
I directed Colonel Miles to keep the prisoners until next spring, it'being too late to
send them to Idaho by direct routes th1s fall, and too costly by steamer and rail. Can
I meet you in Chicago the 24th instant f
0. 0. HOWARD,
C01nrnanding Department.

No. 4.-REPORT OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL E. 0. C. ORD.
HE:A.DQUAR'I'ERS DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS,

San Antonio, 'lexas, October 1, 1877.
SIR: Since my last annual report, the troops in this department have
been t:>ngagPd mainly in scoutiug aftPr Indians on the Staked Plains
and tlJe country west of the Pecos River, the pursuit of raiders from
Mexico, and in enforcing our neutrality laws b,y pr8\·entiug tlJe crossing
of organized parties of revolutionists into Mexico.
Un the Lower Rio Grande, the removal of Uortiua anrl quite anumber of the free troops which acted under him, and the exercise of guher- .
natorial functions by General Canales, bad, while be was disposed to
respect the orders of Presi(lent Diaz, a good effect in checking cattleraiding from that side of the river, anu generally improving the condition of affairs.
'
'
I .. ately, however, a band of Mexicans crossed the riYer at Rio Grande
City, broke the jail and released two criminals, "·ounding the jailor,
his wife, and the county attorney, (Mr. NoalJ Cox,) after which they took
the released criminals back to Mexico.
Efforts of Govenwr B ul>bard, and proper officials acting under treats,
for tbe extradition of the actors in this outrage, or the prisoners released by them, have resulted in tbe return b,y the Mexican authorities
of one (If the released prisoners and two of tbe jail-l>reakers, and this
waf! accomplisbed mainly by the eff'orts of General Benevides, of the
Mex.ican army, who happened to be at Brownsville. The names of the
leaders in this ontra.ge were given to our authorities by Mexican officials, and M('ljor Price, commanding the distrid., reports that tbe remainder of the criminals are still at large and their whereal>outs known.
As the efforts for the extradition of these criminals has caused the
resignation of nearly all the Tamaulipas officials applied to, it is probable that no further steps will be taken in the mattt:•r.
Three criminals who committed a murder near Hidalgo, Tex., recently,
are reported by Mfljor Price to be in the town of .Matamoras. Efforts
tor their extradition ha,Te also failed.
In the case of the jail-breakers the Mexican Government ordered the
surrender of all the criminal~.
Extradition-papers were ma<le out in due form by Judge Paschal, of
this judicial district, for the retu-rn of certain Lipan marauders, and at
his request I transmitted them, Angnst 18, to the Mexican commandant
at Piedras Negras, to be placed in the hands of the proper officers. TlJe
only reply recei \ed is as follows :
CONSTITUTIONAL AnMY,
Line of the N01·th.
CoLoN_EL:. I h~ve the satisfaction ~o inform you that General Falcon answers my
cornmumcat10n, 111 accordance to whiCh I addressed yours of the 22cl referring to the
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punishiug of the Lipan Indians, asking me to inform you, as I now do, that these
Iudians decamped on the arnval of Geueml Trevino on this frontier, and does not
know where- they may be found; for as yet no information hat~ been received from the
authorities of the pueblos that bas been asked for.
I am also advised to inform you that, be heing actuaJly indisposed, his condition
prevents his coming to you, as be wishes, but believes that many days will not pass
before he recovers, and t-hat be will immediatoly occupy himself to commence with you
the punishment of said Lipans, to the end that the result may be satisfactory.
Meanwhile, I request you to address Hon. Judge Paschal, making known to him this
circumstance, that has been already manifested to Capt. Charles C. Hood, Twentyfourth Infantry, anil assure him that I am animated with the best desires to be in
accord with the civil and military authorities of the United States, and their endeavora
tending to exterminate so many crirniuals dangerous to the frontiers.
On my part, colonel, 011 communicating to you the resolution of General Falcon, it is
grat,ifying to me to offer yon my respects.
Liuerty and the constitution.
Piedras Negras, August 26, 1877.
F. NIMECO.
To Col. G. vV. SCHOFIELD,
Uorn1nanding Fort Duncan, Eagle Pass.

The Indians for whose extradition this demand was made are reported
to me, through l\1ajor Schofield, by parties coming from there, to be
camped near to and trading in· the town of Saragoza, M€xico, where
there is a garrison sufficient, if used with ·dgor, to make the arrests;
hut I presume that 11otbiug more will be heard of the mat.ter, unless the
Goverument of Mexico can reach the case.
These failures may, I tllink, be attributed to the stroug local feeling
in fayor of screening offenders seeking refuge from Texas, and to the
fact that the treaty provides only for the extradition of persons not citizens of the country. The protection of this proviso of the treaty should
not, however, be extended to Lipan Indians, who are refugees from
Texas.
When President Diaz protested against our crossing in pursuit of raiders, aud referred to the treaty as the legitimate remedy, he was mistaken, as a resort to it has proved.
The people of Northern aud Western Texas were, during the civil war,
and for some years after, raided upon and their settlements forced back
from fifty to one hundred miles, aud hundreds of people were killed by
the Comanches, Apaches, and other Indians from the Wichita country,
the Stakc~d Plains, and occasionally from .Mexico; but during the years
1874 and 1875 active campaigns against these wild bands within our
limits resulted in their capture or retreat to the mountains of Northern
Mexico, bordering on tue Rio Grande, and entered on the most recent
maps of :Mexico as uuexplored "desconocido," and it is from these
mountain retreats that they ha\"e kept up a regular system of depredations upon the stock-raisers of the frontier counties of Texas; so that
about in proportion as the demand for land increases, for the use of the
rapidly increa ing flocks and herds, the dangers attending the stock
farmer in those cotwtie ' hav-e grown ancl become known.
The murder aucl robberies com mit ted by these Indians hav-e so long
furni b
the taple news of We tern Texas papers that the people
of the country have almoRt come to look upon this state of affairs as
tue normal condition of things, as for a long period of time it has been
in Sonora, Chihuahua, and p;.trt of Uoahuila, and to regard it as a part
of the exa ranchman'' duty to put up with the regular full-moon
r aid an it a compan ·in()' horror . Hence reports on this subject
which b ve b en made by mP, although ba ed upon official data, were,
I am iaf no
r (l'anleu to , orne exteut as incredible uy people at the
orth wht>r life and property are texcept in time of strikes) tolerably
well cared for.
\
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To show how long these depredations have been going on iu Northern
1\lexico, whith is simply a continuation of Western Texas so far as concerns the character of the country and of the inhabitants, I quote from
11"'atber Jacob Sadelrna:rer, who visited the Apache country in 1744, after
dP~cribing its great extent, over a large part of Northern Mexico, and
what is now Western Texas, and the number of tribes included in the
Apache nations, amoug which were numbered the Gilenos, Mirnbrenos,
'l'aracones, Mescalleros, Llaneros, Lipans, and Navajos, be adds:
"vVtthin this circuit of three hundred leagues, the Apaches reside in
their small rancheries, erected in the valleys and the breaches of the
mountains. The country also is of very ditficult access, from the cragginess of the mountains and the scarcity of water. According to some
prisoners who have been ransomed, they are exceedingly savage alld
brutal. They have very little cultivated land, nor does their country
supply them with any plenty of sponta-neous productions. They are
muel to those who have tl.Je mi~fortnne to fall into their bands; and
<1mong them are several apo~tates. They go entirely naked, but make
their incursions on horsrs of great swiftness, which they have stolen from
other parts, a skin serving them for a saddle. Of the same skins the.y
make little boots or shoes of one piece, and by these they are traced in
their flight. They lwgin tile attack with shouts, at a great distance, to
strike th e enemy with terror. They ha.ve not naturally auy great share
of couragt>, but the little they can boast of is extravagantly increased on
any good success. In war, they rather depend 011 artifice thau valor;
and on any defeat, submit to the most ignominious trrms, but keep their
treaties no longer than suits their conveuience. His Majesty bas ordered that if an.v requite peace, it should be granted, and even offered
to them before they are attacked. But this generosity they construe to
proceed from fear. Their arms are the common bows and arrows of the
country. 1'be intention of their incnrsiuns is plunder, especially horses,
which the~' use both for riding and eating; the flesh of tlle~:;e creatures
beint! one of their greatest dainties.
,.
''These people, during eighty ;years past, have been the dread of Sonora, no part of which was secure from their violences.
* * * ''Of late years the insolence of these savages bas been carried to the most audacious ileight, from the success of some of their
stratagems, principally owing to the variances and indolence of the
Spaniards. * * * The Apaches pe11etrate into the province by difficult. pa~ s es, and, after loading themselves with booty, will travel in one
nig·IJt fifteen, ei{.thteen, or twen ty leagues. To pursue tl.Jem over mouutaiu~ is equa11y dang·erous aud difficult, and in the levels they follow no
j)nths. On ally e11tranee into their country, they give notice to one another by smol{es or fires, and, at a signal, tbey all ltide themselves. Tl.Je
dt~mrtgt's they have done * * iu tile villages, settlements, farms,
rortds, pa stures, woods, and mines, are beyond description; and many
of the latter, though yery rich, have bfen forsaken."
These observations uf Father Sadelmayer show that these savages,
except that now they ilave rifles, were the same two hundred years ago
<'Is to-day.
Dr. Villa Real, a Mexican gentleman of large interests and a stoekrai ~:;er, whose ranch is near Tres Rios, about forty miles southwest of
1\Iouclo,·a, and who visited me in connection with this matter, told me,
wllt•n I informed him of the rrgular full moon raids into Texas, that he
a11d ilis neigilbors suffered in tile same way from the wild bands north
of them.
Yesterday, September 30, 1877, I received a letter from Colonel An-
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drews, commanding Fort Davis, in which be states that a gentleman
just in from the city of Chihuahua, which be left on the 24th of Septemuer, informs him that ''in Chihuahua I .found everything dead and
dull. There arrived there from Dunrngo two days before I reached there,
(Chihuahua,) two hundred and thirty regular troops, but from what I
could learn they were to protect tile frontier from Indians. A part of
the troops left there -the same day that I did, to go against a gang of
Indians that was killing the rancheros in the upper part of the State,
(Chihuahua.) The rancheros bad one engagement with these Indians
and were defeated, losing upward of twenty killed. The Jast accounts
the Indians had about forty Mexican families besieged, and these troops
went to their rescue." Thus it appears that the Apaches are still killing
the Mexicans as they did two hundred years ago. Can we expect that
the frontier Mexicans, who for two hundred years have submitted to tile
forays of other Apaches, are now going to make vigorous war upon tbeiL·
own neighbors, the Lipans and Mescalleros, for our protection, especially
since so loug as tllese Indians can plunder Texas ranches aud find security and a market for their spoils in Coahuila the lives and property of
their Uoalluilano neighbors are safe.
The Texans, duriug the war and reconstruction, ha,·e submitted to
the murdering of the frontier inhabitants and plundering of the boruer
settlerr:ents, because they did 11ot see any way of relief; but uow that
they are reconstructed and about as good American citizens as if they
Larl been born in Maine, (some of them were,) tlJey feel that something
should he done to make life and property more secure on the border.
Now, if in certain frontier districts the provincial local authorities
Larbor theRe marauding Indians and allow tuem to openly sell their
plunder in their marketR, and the central Government of Mexico is una·
blc to control these authorities and enforce its orders, the remedy de·
volves upon us, and. I believe that the instructions already received
(allowing our troops to follow the trails of these marauders to their
homes in the mountains south of the H.io Grande, if necessary) are
su-fficient.
During the last two moons there have been no raids reported below
the mouth of Devil's River. Such a period of immunity has not occurred
for years, and I belieYe it is due to tbe fact that my instructions, in all
practicable cases, have been rigidly enforced.
It bas been suggesterl that, in the ·absence of a sufficient number of
regulars on this frontieL' to follow to the relief of any detachment in case
1\I(:'xican troop::; should attack sucb detachment in large force, Texas
volunteers could be supplied on call in nnlimited numbers; to which I
have to say th<lt Texas volunteers, from the well-known animosity exist·
ing on the boruer between tlle two races, might be very effective in time
of war; yet, for this very reason, I recommended last year that both
governments should keep on the border their well-disciplined regulars.
The old feuds between the border men of Texas and Mexico have been
kept up, and new ones have arisen, so tllere would be no more certain
way of bringing on a collision than to have two such forces of hostile
local troop facing each other, especially on the Lower Rio Grande, where
the river, by changing its course, bas made the boundary-line uncertain.
Tber fore, I prefer, until the General Government is able to increase my
regular force, to continue operation -which are not intended. ro offend
:l\Iexico, but are for elf-protection-with my present force. I must remark, however, that the u e of colored soldiers to cro s the river after
raiding Indian i , in my opinion, impolitic, not because they have

GENERAL OF THE ARMY.

81

shown any want of bravery, but because their employment is much
more oft'ensi\·e to the Mexican inllabitants than that of white soldiers.
I b::we tried to convince the local authorities across the border that it
is for our common interest to get rid of th.e raiding savages in the most
summary manner, and that if they have not troops to do it, we have;
but they have an idea that we want to get into the country and sta~r
there, as if we had not enough of t.hat kind of country already. Possibly, another reason why the Coahuila authorities are affiliating with the
Lipans and Mescalleros, instead of extraditing them, is that they think
they might be useful as auxiliaries.
'
All this goes to show that however earnest the central Government
of Mexico may be to act the part of a good neighbor, border feuds and
the unrestrainable character of some of its more remote populations
may nulli(v its best efforts and render nPcessary measures which would
not be applicable in a wt>ll-ordered corn munity.
While executing orders to prevent marauding from Mexico, the troops
in this department have carried out, as far as practicable, orders from
Washington to enforce tl1e neutrality laws and prevent ~be invasion of
Mexico by parties from this side of the Hio Grande. A large party of
revolutionists, under Colonel Martinez, was driven across the river, in
June last, pursued to this side, and attacked again by Mexic'9,n troops;
they took refuge in one of our camps near by, were disarmed and
detained prisoners for about a month, and until they gave their parole
not to organize in the United States to disturb the pea~e of Mexico.
Another party, consisting of two officers, forty-four men, and forty-three
horses, organizing for the same purpose, was arrested near Eagle Pass
by the troops, August 5, and, p·u rsuant to law, placed under bonds by
the United States commissioner not to violate the neutrality laws.
General Escobedo, and sixteen officers with him, were arrested in camp
near Ringgold Barracks, July 21, under instructions from thes·e headquarters, and taken before the United States commissioner, who placed
them under bonus to keep the peace; and a strict watch is being kept
over the movements of every Mexican and American who might be suspected of designing to disturb the peace or plunder the people across
the border.
The officers and men of this command have, with some exception,
shown zeal, enterprise, and, at times, great powers of endurance in the
performance of tbe duties in the field required of them. As instances, I
would refer to the last bold dash of I;ieutenant Bullis, under the orders of
and supported by Lient. Col. William R. Shafter, to surprise and capture
a camp of Lipans and Mescalleros, within five miles of the town of Saragoza. The difficulty of surprising such a camp can be partially understood after reading Father ::)adelmayer's account of the habits of these
savages; also to the report already forwarded recounting the terrible
sufferings of Capt. Nicholas Nolan's command, which was eighty-six
hours without water while pursuing Indians on the Staked Plains.
Few persons in the well wooded and. watered States have an,y idea of
the self-sacrificing character of the service which our officers and men
are called upon to perform in order that the border settlers may sleep in
peace.
- Abstract A, appended, shows the number and names of the killed,
wounded, and captured (these were all killed) by Indians during the
year in this department. The number officially reported is shown, which
is about one-third of the number actually killed by the savages. In one
raid the Lipans killed· thirteen persons.
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Abstract B shows the scouts made by the troops during the ;year.
Abstract U, tile movements of troops.
D, copy of a letter from an officer of a Wisconsin regiment showing the cllaracter of the raids and raiders over the Lower Rio Grande
just after the war. As nearly all the Maximilian native troops referred
to deserted and remained on the borders, it accounts in a measure for
the large nnmoer of desperadoes still in that country.
Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
E. 0. C. ORD,
Brigadier-General, United States Army.
Col. I{. C. DRuM, Assistcmt Adjutant-General,
Adjutant-General Military D·ivision, of the lllissouri, Chicago, Ill.

No. 4, A.-L1st of persons killed, wounded, and captured by India.ns in the
Department of 1 exas since Septmnber 30, 1876, officially reported by post·
commanders .
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Names and remarks.
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- - - - -:- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -- Fm·t Quitrnan.
1 ·---- · -----· Juan Marugo, at the mail-3tatiou at Eagle Springs, October 9,
1tj77.

Fort McKavett.

2 -----· ------ --Kountz and --Spears, mail-carriers, between Fort
McKavett and Denman.
Fort G1·iffi,n.

2 ------ -----· --Soule, buffalo-hunter, while engaged in bunting near th
Staked Plains, l!'ebrnary 22, Ul77. First Sergt. Charles Butler, Company G, Tenth Cavalry, in an engagement with Comanche Indians near Lake Quemado, May 4, 1tj77.

Fort Davis.

3 . ---- .. ----. Derotes Cardin as and J obu Williams, at Musquez Calion, March 7,
1877, about four miles from post. Bescento Acosta, about four
miles from the post, May 30, 1877. Apache Indians.
Fo1·t Cla1'7c.

--u\- -

- - \Vboermann, at his ranch, nineteen miles from the post,
April 20, 1 77. Unknowu small boy, near Quebi, April 21,
1877. Unknown cow-boy, near Frio City, April 22, 1!;77.

The foregoing statement includes only those that have been officially reported by
post-commanders.
J. H. TAYLOR,
HEAD

Assistant Adjutant-Gene-ral.
ARTE.P.

DEPART:\fENT OF T.EX

,

' an Antonio, 'eptembw 30, 1877.
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No.4 B.-Letter jro1n John H. Evans relatit'e to affairs on Rio Grande
frontier.
RAYMOND HousE,
Au.stin, Tex., September 26, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to s.ubmit the following
statement: In June, 1865~ I was sent to the Rio Grande frontier as a volunteer officer
in the United States forces stationed there. During the summer of 1865 I wa~ assistant inspector-general of the brigade occupying the line from Brownsville to Ringgold
Barracks, with headquarters at Edinburg. In the fall and winter succeeding I was
assistant inspector-general of the division holding the line from Brownsville to Laredo,
with headquarters at Ringgold Barracks. In the spring and part of the summer of
1866 I was provost marshal of Brownsville and -provost marshal-general of the district
of ·western Texas, on the staff of General Geo. W. Getty, whose headquarters were at
Brownsville. In the discharge of my duties as inspector I had occasion to make
frequent trips along the frontier, and so became familiar with the condition of affairs
there.
At that time it was a common occurrence for bands of thieves from Mexico to make
incursions into Texas and return with their booty of horses and cattle. These thieves
were desperate men," armed to the teeth," and they did not hesitate to murder any one
who came iu their way. At that time, I think, their operations were mainly south of
Ringgold Barracks, and there was a particularly bad lot of them at a large ranch on
the Mexican· side of the Rio Grande, nearly opposite to a point called Las Cuevas,
about 18 miles south of Ringgold Barracks.
.
.
At that time it was not considered safe for any man to travel alone, and e\ery one
carried arms· for his own defense.
As provost marshal, it was my duty to aid the civil authorities in the execution of
the laws. I found the civil authorities wholly powerless to sustain themselves against
the flood of thieves and desperadoes w_ho swarmed across the river on their mission of
pillage and murder.
The Fourth Regiment of Wiscousin Volunteer Cavalry was stationed along the Rio
Grande frum Carizo, in Zapata County, to White's ranch, south of Brownsville, and
· they did constant patrol duty, as if guarding the river in the presence of an active and
ever-present enemy in Mexico. This regiment did very effective service in checking
forays from Mexico. At one time Captain Ramsey, of this regiment, commanding a
company below Brownsville, sunk a boat-load of the thieves, and captured and delivered to me at Brownsville eight of their horses and equipments. He rode up to the
bank of the river where they had landed the horses and saddles and found them just
under the bank returning in a boat for more. His demand for surrender was answered
by insult, whereupon his men opened upon them with their Spencer carbines, riddling
the boat and its crew of thieves.
These men belong to a regiment in Matamoras, known as the" Contra-Guerrillas," .in
the service of Maximilian, and such was their reputation, both in Brownsville and
Matamoras, that it was said there was not a man in the whole command who had not
committed theft or murder. The destruction of that boat-load of thieves produced a
m.ost salutary effect, greatly decreasing the forays from Mexico, and showing clearly the
true line of policy in dealing with the border question. A regiment:il surgeon (Doctor
Morse) was murdered in sight of Brownsville one Sunday afternoon. After robbing
the surgeon the thief took his horse, and within an hour or so was safe in Mexico. The
cavalry and guide sent in pursuit trailed hint to the river. A band of thieves would cross
the ri\·er early in the night, sweep through the country, taking all the horses and cattle
in their wa.y, and murdering any one who crossed their path, and by morning would
be safe in Mexico.
·
The trails inva1·iably led to the river, and more than once our men saw the thieves
with their booty on the other side, and were treated to the derisive shouts and gestures
of the thieves. In February, 1868, I returned to the Rio Gmnde in the United States
revenue service, and for about eighteen (18) m~nths bad my headquarters at Eagle
Pass and Laredo, and traveled frequently between those points .. . During this period of
time that portion of the frontier was constantly overrun by bands of Li.pans and
Kickapoos, who lived in and about Mexican towns not far from the frontier. These bands
pi.llaged and murdered indiscriminately, and in fact stripped that region of country of
nearly all of its stocks of horses and cattle. A man's life was entirely unsafe outside
of towlll"~, and I never traveled without a military escort. Texans would go to Mexican
towns and find their stolen property in the hands of Indians and Mexicans, and their.
claims for the surrender of the property would be met with contempt and derision.
I subsequently represented the frontier district in the legislature of Texas in 1870
and 1871, and am the author of the resolutions, passed unanimously by both branches
of the l egi.slature, calling upon the Government of 'the United States for protection.
In couclu s10u, general, aA one who fought for the integrity of his country, permit me
to say that the utter failure of the United States to protect the people of Texas be-
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tween the Nneces and Rio Grande Rivers for many years, and to exact reparation from
Mexico for the losses they have sustained, constitutes a most shameful passage in our
history, and while it has justly earned us the contempt so liberally bestowed upon us
by the Mexican people, should eause the cheek of every patriotic American citizen to
mantle with shame. I am not among those who wish to see the United States acquire
one foot of territory from Mexico, but only desire to have American citizenship honored and American interests protected by a government that is jealous of the honor
and ri,gbts of both.
Very respectfully,
JNO. H. EVANS,
&cretary Interrwtioiwl ancl Great Northern
Bail1·oad Company, Palestine, Tex.

General E. 0. C. ORD,
Commanding Depm·tmerd of Texas.

No. 5.-REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL CROOK.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF 1'HE PLAT1'E,
CoMn-IANDING GENERAL's OFFICE,

Omaha, Nebr., August 1, 1877.
SIR: At the time my annual report for 1876 was rendered, the troops

·composing the Big Horn and Yellowstone expedition were about being
moved upon the Red Cloud Indian reservation, with a view of capturing and disarming the bands of Sioux .under H,ed Cloud and Red
Leaf. The movement was precipitated, howe,·er, and Col. H. S. Mackenzie, Fourth Cavalry, with the companies of his regiment stationed
at Camp Robinson, successfully accomplished the object, the capture
being made on the morning of October 24, 1876, the Indians being disarmed and their ponies taken from them.
The troops composing the Big Horn and Yellowstone expedition, mqst
of whom had been in the field since early in May, were sent, October
24, to their several posts for garrison-dut.v, anu the Powder River expedition was organized on November 4, 1876. (See general order announcing its organization, inclosure 1.)
The expr.dition was couccntrateu at and marched from Fort Fetterman November 14,1876. At the same time tbe ..expedition moved, a
cantonment was established near the location of Old Fort Heno, Wyoming Territory, which soon served as a base for these operations, and
is now the most ad Yanceu station from which troops can reach the Big
Horn and Yellowstone country from the Union Pacific H.ailroad.
Tbe Po~· der River expedition marched from Cantonment H,eno NoYember 19, 1876, and:on the 21 t I detached Colonel :Mackenzie, with the
cavalry of the command and Indian scouts, and sent them toward the
head of the North Fork of Powder River, wbere, on the morning of the
25tll of November, 1876, they surprised and defeated the Cheyenne Indian under their chief, Dull Knife. The detail of this affair, together
with the Rubsequent movements of the expedition, are given iu my
report of January 8, 1877. (Copy llerewith, inclo ure 2.)
From information obtained from my Indian scouts, I was led to believe that a majority of the hostiles were ready to surrender, provided
they could obtain term of amne ty for the past. This was confirmed
by c rtain Indian from Red Cloud agency, \vho stated that the hostiles
w nld be glad to negotiate, in regard to the detail , through Spotted
Tail, chief of th , Brule :~ionx, wh wa tben allowed to go out to them
ith vi w to o ening up n gotiation having their , urrender in view.
potted Tail found the ho tile auxiou to surrender, and upon being
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advised that, with the exception of the giving up of their arms and ponies,
no other terms would be demanded, they commenced to come in at the
various agencies. Crazy Horse himself, with his band, and the Cheyennes under Dull Knife, surrendered at Red Cloud agency during the
month of April. These surrenders included all the otller bands of importance, except a small band of renegades who are still out, under a
chief called Lame Deer, and another band under Sitting Bull, who fled
with it to the mouth of the Yellowstone, and thence to the British possessions.
While it cannot be expected that no more depredations will lJe committed by hostile Indians in the department, it is safe to assume tllat
hostilities of the extensive cl1aracter they assumed during seYeral years
past are closed.
Lame Deer's band have committed some depredations in the Black
Hills ami vicinity this summer, but unless tbey surrender before that
time, it is hoped that this coming fall and winter's campaign will compel him to cease and surrender.
The Southern Clleyennes, with Dull Knife~ Standing Elk, and _other
noted chiefs, under charge of an officer and a few men, have returned
to the South Clleyenne agency in the Department of the Missouri.
Urazy Horse, Little Big--Man alias I .. ittle Bad-1\fan, and other noted hostile chiefs, are at the Red-Cloud and Spotted-Tail agencies, and to all
appearances are now as peaceable and well-disposed as any of the Indians there.
Since the close of the Powder Rh·er Expedition, the troops of the
department have been occupied in scouting ·the late hostile sections for
straggling bands of Indians; ·in assisting the civil authorities in pursuit
of the numerous bands of white banditti that ltave infested tile routes
of travel to the Black Hills; in protecting the Indians at the reservations from their depredations; in the pursuit of numberless bands of
thieves who have stolen stock from the Indians; in escorting survey
parties; in building roads; and in the routine duty of garrison life at
frontier posts. (See inclosure 3.)
During the riots of July, ultimo, nearly all the troops along the line
of the railroad, infantry and cavalry, were necessarUy drawn away to
Cllicago, to this and other exposed points, so that the garrisons and
horses belonging to the mounted troops, and other public property, were
much exposed; and, unfortunately, just at this juncture, the llepredations of Lame Deer's band on the people in the Black Hills were
most frequent. and appeals for· troops were coming in from all sides
when there were none to give. However, by rapid movement, all that
could be was done to have them at all points wlten needed, though the
meager numbers of the battalions and their attenuated ranks made -our
weakness conspicuous.
At Cantonment Reno, W. T., a large and comfortable post has been
built by the labor of the troops~ and at very small expense, under the
supervision and command of Capt. Edwin Pollock, Ninth Ip.fantr,y.
At Camp Douglas, Utah , (near Salt Lake City,) Col. John E. Smith,
Fourteenth Infantry, is about completing. by the lalJor of troops, one
of the largest, lJest built, and most creditable posts in the Army.
At the Uantonment oil Hat Creek, Black Hills stage-route, and indeed
many posts in the department other than those before named. the troops
have ucen occupied in labor of a similar character. With all these
varied and onerous duties imposed upon them, desertions on the part
of the men, and derelictions on tile part nf the officers, have been rare.
\Vith this report I submit the reports of the chiefs of the se\·eral
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staff departments here on duty, to whicp your attention is respectfully
invited for details. (See inclosures 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.)
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEORGE CROOK,
Brigadier-General, U. S. A., Gomtnanding Department.
The ASSISTANT ADJU'l'ANT GENERAL,
Headquarter8 Milita·ry Division of the Missouri, Ghica.go, Ill.

No. 6.-REPORT OF l\fAJ. GEN. W. S. H . A.NCOOK.
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'l'HE ATLANTIC,

New York, October 24, 1877.
SIR: In obedience to your telPgrapbic instructions of the 28th ultimo,
[have ·the honor to submit, for the information of the General of the
Army, the following report of operations within the Military Division
of the Atlantic during the past year.
Since the date of my 1ast annual report (October 24, 1876) the geographical limits of the division have been enlarged by the addition to
it in May, 1877, of the Department of the Gulf, Brig. Gen. C. C. Augur,
United States Army, commanding, beadquarters at New Orleans, La.
(G. 0. No. 42, Headquarters of the Army, 18}7.)
The ag·gregate in troops serving in tbe division on the 30th of September, 1877, was as follows, taken from the regular returns up to that
date:
·
Commissioned officers ............................ ~ ... . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. ..
287.
Enlisted men ................................................................. 2, !J!)t!
Total .............. ......... ·• •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 285

I inclose a tabular statement showing the distribution at this date of
tbese troops, the approximate strength of each garrisoned poRt, names
of officers, &c.
Just prior to my making my last annual report, twelvw batteries of
artillery and six companies of the Twenty-second Infantry had been
sent to the Military Division of the Missouri for special service in tbe
West. These troops, having completed the duty for which they were
detailed, returned to the division at different dates during the past
year, an d are now on duty within its limits.
The only permanent transfers of troops from the division b<1Ve beenTLe S ixteenth Infantr.v, from the Department of the Gulf to the
l\Iilitar.v Division of the Mi sonri, between the 6t.h and Stll of June last;
Tb e econd Infantry, from the Department of the Bouth to the Military Did _'ion of the Pacific, on the 13t~ of July last; and
Tue Tu1rd InfantrjT, on special service in the North, from tbe Department of the Gulf to the Military Division of the Missouri, on the 23d
of
pt mber la t.
1
nll r port of the e tran fers we1 e duly made at the time of their
occurreue .
Ther ha.Ye be n po tran fer of troop to the divi ion during the year.
Th litO\" m nt of troop within the limit of tlle divi ion during the
year luwe be n v r.v numerou . The pecial sen'ice required of them
at.· man.v point in tll divi ion, and the limited number available,
ba\' renden~ l tll ir dutie arduou ·in the extreme. I have, heretofore,
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in my reports and orders, stated so ful1y my satisfaction at the manner
in which these services were performed that it is not necessary to expatiate upon tbe subject in this formal report.
I refer you to the inclosed reports of the commanders of the Departments of the Gulf and South for detailed and chronological statements
of the movements of troops within their respective departments.
The most important operations are those which have taken place in
connection with the recent railroad strikes and labor troubles which assumed such gigantic proportions, beginning about the middle of the
month of July last, which terminated only on the 17th instant, and on
the 19th I was officially informed by the governor of Pennsyh·ania that
the troops were no longer required in that State.
The character and magnitude of these agitations, and the deeds of
violence and lawlessness springing from them, are so fresh in the
memories of all, and have been so frequently and full.Y reported upon in
detail, that I will not attempt more in this report than to give a brief
resu111e of the operations iu this didsion in connection with them from ·
their inception, in ,July, until their final close.
The strikes ou the great central railroad8 commenced about the 15th
of Jnly last. On the 18th of July, the Secret<:1ry of War, in orders direct
from the War Department, ordered the artillery companies at Washington arsenal and at :F ort McHenry to proceed at once to Martinsburg,
W.Va., on the line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, for special service
in connection with the riots tllen existing on that road. Tile force sent
in this directioi;t was placed b.Y the Secretary of War nuder the orders of
the Col. W. H. French, Fourth Ar.-tillery, soon afterward succeeded by
Col. G. W. Getty, Third Artillery, the present commander of the Artillery
School at Fort Monroe. On the 21st July, by direction of the Secrt'tary
of War, I ordered two batteries of artillery from Fort Monroe to vVashington arsenal, and two from the same post to Fort McHenry to replace
those sent to West Virginia. The entire force in vVashingtou, consisting
of detachments of the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps, was, by order of
the President, con,eyed direct from tlle War Department on the 22d of
.J uly, 1877, placed under eomman<l of Maj. James McMillan, Second
Artillery. On the 21st July I received telegraphic instructions from
Washington to forward tlle available force at rriy immediate command
at once to Baltimore, Md. '.rhe troops at the posts in New York H'arbor,
including those at Fort Uolumbus and 'V'illets Point, were started the
same eYening for Baltimore, under command of Lieut.-Col. R. B. Ayres,
Third Artillery. On the afternoon of tbe 21st July I received a dispatch
· from tbe War Department, saying, ''The Presi<lent suggests it might
be well for you to go to Baltimore to confer with the governor of Maryland and ad vise us-" I at once completed my orders for the troops to be
sent to Baltimore, and left for that city the same evening; arriYing there
at 4 a.m. of the 22d. Directly after my arrival I had an interview with
·Governor Carroll, who said matters were then quiet, but that it would be
well to guard Camden Station, &c. The necessary disposition of the
force at my command was at once made with a view to affording the
best protection to the threatened points in the city.
On the 22d July I ordered on to Baltimore the aV"ailable force in the
.New England States and the posts in Northern New York, except at
Fort Porter, Buffalo, which, for prudential reasons, was returned to that
post after it had moved as far as Rochester, N. Y. At the suggestion of
Governor Carroll, I advi ed the W.a r Department that the troops at
Martinsburg, W.Va., had better he sent to Cumberland Md., where the
disorders iu that section were likely to culminate. Ool~nel French was
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directed accordingly from the War Department, and on the same day
was placed under my orders, and the force on the Upper Potomac con. tinned so to act until the troubles ceased, and they were withdrawn.
Matters at this time were tolerably quiet in Baltimore, but were becoming serious in Pennsylvania. About midnight of the 22d of Jul.Y I
received a dispatch from the War Department, saying the President
desired me to go to Philadelphia as soon as I could leave Baltimore,
and to take a sufficient force with me to restore order there. No formal
call bad yet been made at this time upon the General Government by
the executive of Pennsylvnnia for the services of United States troops,
but the President wished to prepare for emergencies, the aspect of
affairs at Philadelphia being exceedingly threatening. I at once countermanded the orders for the troops from New England and Northern
New York to come to Baltimore, and directed them, with Light Battery
0, Third Artillery, its guns and horses, &c., from Fort Hamilton, to
report to me at Philadelphia. I sent the battery from Fort Niagara to
·Fort Columbus, to be held tllere as a reserve in case of disorders in New
York City. It is grati(ying to state that there arose no occasion for its
services.
On the morning of the 2~d of July I left Baltimore for Philadelphia,
sending in advance the battalion of marines placed under my orders.
Matters were then comparatively quiet. Governor Hartranft, of Pennsylvania, was at that time absent from the State. He soou, however,
returned, and the formal call upon the President for the services of
United States troops having been made, matters proceeued in a harmonious manner. The same day, I received at Philadelphia a dispatch
from the Adjutant-General, wllich I quote in full. It was of th6 utmost
importance to me in tbe grave situation of affairs within the limits of
my division. Tile dispatch was as follows:
·
The Secretary of Wat directs me to say the PreRident desires you to understand that.
you have full authority to move any troops within your division as you may think
necessary during these disturbances, only informing this office. .All information which
may aid you concerning any point wit bin your division will be sent from here, and the
Pre~:!ideut relies on your discretion to do all that is possible within the law to preserve
peace.

This greatly amplified my authority, as u11der the syst.em wllich bas
usuall characterized our period of peace, but whicll has received extraordinary development during the past few years, there were many military stations and organizations in my command over which I had nocontrol. For instance, the engineer post of Willets Point, with its garrison of about 150 men; the recruiting depots at Fort Columbus, New
York Harbor, and Columbus Barracks, Ohio; the various arsenals, which
I need not enumerate, with their material and garrisons, as well as the
independent depots of the Quartermaster and Medical Departments.
The duties required of me could not have been properly performed
without the autllority conferred; and, in fact, no important military
operation could ue conducted to a successful issue without that authority being inve ted in the commanding general.
The railroad trike were now preading over the country, and the
di orc1 rs and riot springing from them were becoming more serious.
It fiually became nece sary to order to the principal scenes of action the
en ire a ailable force of my di,·i ion. The Third and Thirteenth Infantry, from the Departm nt of the Gulf, and the Eighteenth Infantry
an batterie of th Second and ] ifth Artillery, from the Department
of th
outb, were ord r d to th ~orth. Troop were 'ent to Louisville an :r w ort Barrack , Ky.; to I diauapolis ar,enal and to Je:fl'er-
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sonville, Ind.; points from which it might be necessary to use a force,
au<l in the vicinity of which there was much go\Ternment property to
protect. A battalion of the Eighteenth Inf<tntry was sent to re-enforce
the command at Cumberland, Md., and its dependencies at_ Keyser,
Grafton, Sir John's Run, &c. Disturbances had, in the mean time, broken
out at Reading, Pa., and a command of 200 men, under Maj. John Hamilton, First Artillery, was sent to tllat point. Pittsburgh had been the
scene of the niost violent disorders, and the civil authorities there not
yet having recovered control, all my available troops (about six hundred
men) at Philadelphia were llurried to that place. The six companies of
the Twenty-second Infantry, which had been stopped at Chicago, and
the three companies of the same regiment from Fort Wayne, with the
troops from Kentucky and Indiana, were also pushed forward to the
same point.
It will be seen from the foregoing brief sketch of movements made
that troops fron;1 the most remote points in my command were sent to
the scenes of the disturbances. From Forts Brady and Mackinac, in
Michigan, from nearly all of the posts along the northern lakes, and
from those on the Atl:t~ntic co.ast, from :Maine to Florida, from the Gulf
coast to New Orleans, and from Arkansas as well.
Wherever the troops appeared they succeeded by their presence alone
in repressing the disorders, and there is no il)stance of any serious
attack being made upon them, although they bad frequently to bear in
patience and silence a good deal of abuse and some personal violence_
from the rioters.
About the 1st August, when the disorders incident to the railroad
strikes were ending, it was found necessary to move troops to the anthracite coal regions of Pennsylvania, on account of mining troubles
which had broken out there, and all of the disposable force at my command was sent to the following points: Scranton, Wilkesbarre, Mauch
·
Chunk, and Easton, Pa.
I in\ite special attention to the reports of the commanders of the Departments of the Gulf and South, herewith (Generals Augur and Ruger). The duties devolving upon them during the year have been of an
exceedingly arduous and delicate nature, more so than in former years.
How ably they have performed them is a matter of record.
The troops under General Augur, although scattered previous to the
November elections in many small detachments throughout his department-he states at 62 different points-nevertheless conducted themselves admirably and with perfect discipline.
General Augur, in his report, says :
In May I was called upon by the United States marshalfor troops to assist his deputies in serving process of United States courts, in the parish of Calcasieu, La., where
his deputies, _as be stated, bad been resisted and overpowered by a gang of desperadoes. I dechnecl to furnish troops unless instructed l>y superior authority. Sul>seqnently orders were received directing troops to be furnished for protection of Federal officers, and property under their charge in that locality. Two companies were
sent there, anu it has proved a very laborious duty.
The ~ommand bas to be supplied via Galveston, Texas, which is an expensive and inC?n.vement :o.ute.. The tro?ps ~ave suffered in their health, and it is hoped that the
C1v1l authont1es Will soon find It unnecessary longer to detain these troops.

I invite particular attention to this subject. One compan,y has lately
been witlldrawn from Calcasieu, leaYing one company still there.
General Augur reports :
The posts at Jackson and Holly_ Springs, Miss., and at Mobile and Huntsville, Ala.,
have been abandoned, and the public property removed.to New Orleans. It is not prob- ,
able that these posts need ever again l>e occupied b,y troops, aud it is therefore recommend~d th.at the public buildings be sold at public auction, and the leases of the land
be relmqmshed.
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The government owns the postB and buildings at Little Rock, Ark., Baton Rouge,
and Jackson Barracks, La., and Mount Vernon Barracks, Ala.
It is recommended that these posts be retained and kept in order,· and they are likely
to afford sufficient bitrrack-room for all the troops ordinarily needed in the department.

Concurring in his views in regard to these posts, I present the matter
for consideration, as one deserving special attention.
General Ruger gives in his report, herewith, a chronological state·
ment of the movement of troops in the Department of the South dur·
ing the past year. These movements were made maiuly, if not wholly,
with a view to preserving order in the department during tl1e fall of
1876 and winter of 1876-'77, when a disturbed condition of affairs pre·
vailed, resulting mainly from the elections of that period. The in·
structions under which the denartment commander acted were sent to
him from Washi~gton, and usually direct, in a few instances only having been sent tllrough my headquarters. All of the special reports
made by General Ruger of these operations (referred to in lJis annual
report), which passed through here, were transmitted to WaslJington
directly on their receipt. ·
In his special report of posts in the Department of the South to be
retained, abandoned, &c., General Ruger ·recommends that, in case no
infantry is returned to his department, and that the troops therein will
be only the artillery garrisoning the forts on. the seaboard, the posts in
the interior-Morganton, N. C.; Columbia, S. 0.; McPherson Barracks·,
Atlanta, and Chattanooga., Tenn.-be abandoned as soon as proper disposition can be made of the public property; but in case a regiment of
infantry is returned to the Department of the South. he advises theretention of Chattanooga, Tenn., and :McPherson Bari'acks, Atlanta, Ga.
I concur in these views, except that, in case infantry is returned to the
department, it would be better to concentrate it at .McPherson Barracks,
Atlanta, and abandon Chattanooga.
I inclose the reports of the chiefs of the staff departments at these
headquarters. They exhibit in detail the operations of the several de·
partments during the year. Their responsible duties have been faithfully and efficiently performed; and during the recent emergency, when
taxed to their utmost capacity and laboring under the disadvantage of
want of appropriations, they conducted the operations of their depart·
ments in a prompt and efficient manner. I in'dte attention to Colonel
Ea ton's remarks, in the concluding portion of his report, suggesting
the re\ocation of General Orders No. 4, series of 1873, from the War
Department, requiring division commanders, after they have approved
expenditures at any post of $500 from " barracks and quarters," to
forward requests for additional expenditure from that appropriation to
the War Department. This restriction was imposed before the present
sy tern of "allotments'' of appropriations to divisions and departments,
and, in view of this system, is not only unnecessary, but obstructs the
public bu ine s.
In pection duty, both as to posts, troops, national cemeteries, public
property, &c., ha been tlJoroughly performed durin g the year. by the
m p ctor-g neral of the di vi ion (Uol. N. H. Davis) aud his assistant
(Maj r ichard Arnold, Fifth Artillery, A. A. I. G.). These officers have
be r! con tautly employed in the important duties devolving upon them.
Their re rt , h rewitll, will repay peru. al, and I ask attention to the
r co~m n ation of Ool n 1 DaYi~, in the latter part of his report. The
m ch al dir ctor of the divi ion, Uolonel Cuyler, reports the health of
th tr p · a. x eptionall
oo .
trict. 'COD my ha. a
tim been exerci ed in the public expenditure ; ·me the 1 of Jul., the oruer go't'erning contract , purcbases,
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in the absence of an appropriation, have been fully adhere(l to.
No special case of inconvenience under the arrangement made occurs
to me at this time. although there has been, no doubt, many cases of
individual hardship. The troops were paid punctually to the 30th of
June muster, since which time they have, of course, received no pay.
I am gratified to say that so far as my knowledge goes they have borne
· the deprivation uncomplainingly, and, without auy pay themselves, they
faithfully aided in putting down the re\·olutionary attempts made by
others ou questions of compensation arising between tlle employed and
tbeir employers.
.
Tlle report of tbe j udg:e-ad vocate of· the division sbows a gratifying
decrease in the numbers of desertions during· the year, as compared with
the years preceding. In the year ending October 1,.1873, the percentage of <lesertions was 33.5 per cent., a reduction gradual from year to
year bas brought it down until this year (ending October 1, 1877) it is
5.11 per cent.
I take pleasure in bearing testimony to the zeal an<l efficiency of the
officers of the general staff' stationed at headquarters, and am grateful
to tliem for the cordial assistance given QJe at all times.
In conclusion, I beg leave to invite attention to the somewhat incomplete organization of this military division. .For some time prior to
June, 1876, the division limits embrace<l what bad formerly constituted
two military departments-the East and Lakes~ The command was
styled the" Military Division of the Atlantic," but had no department
organizations; my functions were, therefore, at the time, substantially
those of a department commander, although my command was called a
division. In tTuue, 1876, the Department of the South was added to the
division, and, in May, 1877, the Department of the Gulf was also added,
but the designation "Military Division of the Atlantic," is still used to
define that command with its original limits, and also that command
with these two military departments added to it. In other words, the
name "Military Division of the Atlantic" is used to mean two entirely
different things. This creates confusion and inconvenience which would
be removed if the original portion of the division in question were constituted a depa1·tment. This is desirable even if the division commander
should be designated as its immediate commander, in addition to his
· other duties. A reorganization of the Division of the Atlantic into two,
or, at most, three departments, with a commander for that duty alone
would, however, be preferable.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINFIELD S. HANOOOK,
~Major- General Commanding Division.
To the ADJUTANT-GENERAL, U. S. A.,
Washington , D. 0.

Distribution of United States troops entployed in connection with 1·ecent labor strikes, cfc., covering a perioclfrorn July 18 to August 31, 1877.
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Fort Porter, N. Y . . . . . . . . . . .

l!'ort Schuyler, N.Y......... . G, Third Artillery ....... . ........... .

5

Plattsburg Barracks, N . Y.. . K, Third Artillery ................... .
Madison Barracks, N. X'.... . H, Thiru Artillery ................... .
Fort Columbus, N. Y . . . . . . .

3

General service recruits ............ .

H

42

2~

2W

Engineer Battalion ................. .

11

N2

~3

Watervliet Arsetml, N. Y ... . jjDetachment of ordnance ... . ......... .

5

27

32

Willets Point, N.Y . .... . . .

Total N ew York ...... .
Fr:tnkford Arsenal, Pa ..... -- 1Detachment of ordnance ............. .
Allegheny Arsenal, N.Y ......... do .... ..
Total Pennsylvania ...

70 I 864 I 934
4
2

24
20

6

44

4

Fort McHenry, Md.......... Headquarters Second Artillery .... , .. .
Do ...................... A, Second Artillery ................. ..

4
4

Do ....................... I H, Second Artillery ................. ..
3

Pikesville Arsenal, Mel ...... I Detachment of ordnance
Total Maryland ...... ..
Washington Arsenal, D. 0 ... , Detachment of ordnance ........ ·..... .
Do ....................... 0, Second Artillery .•••.••....... . .....

28
22

-- -- --

Fort Foote, Md ............ -- ~ B, Second Artillery ... .. ........ .. ... .

Do ....................... I L, Second Artillery .................. .

2 officers and 29 men left .July 21; at Baltimore, :M:d., July 22 to August 2; at Mauch
Chunk, Pa., August a to 31.
2 officers and 25 men left .July 21; at. Baltimore, Mel., .July 22 to 30; at Pieclu:10nt,
W. Va., .July 31 to .August 15; at Martinsburg, W.Va., August 15 to 25; at Mauch
Chunk, Pa., August 26 to 31.
3 officers and 28 men left for Baltimore; Md., .July 23; proceeded as far as Rochester,
N.Y., when ordered to return to post.
5 officers and 29 men left .July 23; at Fort Columbus, N.Y., .July 24 to August 2; at
Scranton, Pa., August 3 to 31.
2 officers and ao men left .July 23; at Philadelphia, Pa., .July 2! to 26; at Pittsburgh,
Pa., .July 28 to August 31.
3 officers ancl29 men left .July 21; at .Baltimore, Md., .July 22 to August 2; at Mauch
Chunk, Pa., .August 3 to 3l.
3 officers and 24 men left .July 23; at Philadelphia, Pa., .July 24 to 26; at Pittsburgh,
Pa., .July 28 to .August 31.
2 officers and 30 meuleft .July 23; at Philadelphia, Pa., .July 24 to 26; at Pittsburgh,
Pa., .July 28 to August 3l.
3 officers and 76 men left .July 22; at Baltimore, Md., .July 23 to August 2; at Mauch
Chunk, Pa., .August 3 to 26; when they returnerl to post.
9 officers and 100 men left .July 2L; at Baltimore, Md., .July 22 to 26; at Philadelphia,
Pa., .July 26 to August 2; at Easton, Pa., August 2 to 17; when they returned to
post.
I Not moved from post.

205

223

2
4

17
34

19
38

~

ll>
t"i
0

Do.
Do.

50
-40
44 3 officers and 32 men left .July 21; at WaQbington, D. C., .July 21 to 26; at Pittsburgh,
Pa., .July 28 to August 26; at Fort McHenry, Md., August 27 to 31.
23
27 Remained at post.
6!) 1 officer and 14 men left July 18; at Martinsbur!!, W.Va., .July 19 to 22; at Cumber65
land, Md., .July 22 to 29; at Keyser, W.Va., .July 29 to August 7; at Cumberland,
Md., to August ~5, when they returned to post. The remainder of this company
was on duty part of .July at Camden Station, Baltimore, Md.
:n
40 I 3 officers and 29 men left .July 18; at :Martinsburg, W.Va., July 19 to 22; at Cumberland, Md., .July 22 to 29; at Keyser, W.Va., .July 29 to August 7; at Cumberland,
Md., to August 15, when they returned to post.
37
40 I 3 officers and 34 men left .July 18; a;; Martinsburg, W.Va., .July 19 to 22; at Cumberland, Mel., .July 22 to 29; at Keyser, W.Va., .July 29 to August 7; at Cumberland, Md., to August 15; at Fort McHenry, Mel., .August 15 to 30; at Carlisle .Barracks, Pa., August 30 to 31.
.
3 I No movement to or from.

18

0
tr.l

ztrj

~

1-:3

::.0
trj

ll>

~

~

~

I Not moved from post.

4 officers and 34 men left .July 18; at Martinsburg, W.Va., .July 19 to August 15; at

Fort McHenry, Md., August 15 to 31.
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~
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Movements and remark!'.

bll

f::

bli

~
~

bll

<11

-- - - -'"Vnsbington Arsenal, D. C. -- I D,

Scc~>nd

.Artillery

Do . ...................... 1 E and F, Second .Artillery . .. .... . . : .. .

3

34

37

2

66

68

Do . ...... . .............. I G, Second .A-rtillery . ................. .
Do . ...................... 1 I, Second .Artillery .................. ..
Total Dist. of Columbia .......... . ...... . .. ... .
For t Whipple, Va. ............
:Fort Monroe Arsenal, Va....
Fort Monroe, Va. .... .. .. .. ..
Do .......................
Do.......................

Signal detachment .................. ..
Detachment of ordnance .... . ........ ..
Headquarters .Artillery School ...... ..
G First .Artillery . ................... .
A, Third, and C, Fifth .Artillery .... ..

38
2

38

40

-- -- -14

227

-- -5
2
11
5

9

52

1t

25
42
95

Do . .................... .. I K, Second .Artillery ......... : ....... ..

41

Do ....................... I I, Fourth Artillery ................. ..

44

Total Virginia .... . ... .

39

2 officers and 33 men left July 18; ab Keyser. W.Va., July 19 to 21; at Cumberland,
Md., July 21 to 29; at K eyser, W.Va., ,July 29 to Augusb 9; at Sir John's Run,
W . Va.. August 9 to 17; and at Fort McHenry, Md., August 17 to 31.
2 officers and 62 men left July 18; at Martinsburg, W.Va., Jul.v 19 to 22; at Cumberland, Md., July 22 to 29; at Keyser, W.Va., July 29 to August 9; at Sir John's
Run, W.Va., Aug. 9 to 17; at Fort McHenry, Md., .August 17 to 30; at Carlisle
Barracks, Pa., .August30 to 31.
1 officer and ~6 men left July 18; at Martinsburg__, W.Va., July 19 to 22; at Cumberland, Md., Jnly :.!~to August 8; at Sir John's .~:tun, W.Va., August 9 to 15; at Fort
McHenry, Md., August 15 to 30; at CarlislP. Barrack~:t, Pa., .August 30 to 31.
1 officer and 32 men left Jul.v 18; at Martinsburg, W.Va., July 19 to 22; at Cumberland, Md., July 22 ~o.August 10, when they re~urned to post.

241
-57 No movement to or from.
13
Do.
36 Not moved from post.
47 .
Do.
104 9 officers and 91 men left July 21; at Washing ton .Arsenal, D. C., July 22 to 26; at
Pittsburgh, Pa.. July 28 to August 13; at 1-teading, Pa., August 13 to 27; returned
to post .Augnst 28.
46 4 officers and 44 men left July 21; at Fort McHenry, Md., July 22 to 26; at Pittsburgh, Pa., July 28 to .August 13; at Reading, Pa., .August 13 to 27; returned to
post .August 28.
47 3 officers and 44 men left July 21; at Fort McHenry, Mel., July 22 to 26; at Pittsburgh, Pa., July 28 to Augu st 9 ; at Cumberland, Md., .August 9 to 18 ; at Fort
McHenry, Md., .August 18 to 25; returned to post A11gust 26.

40 I 310 I 350

Fort Johnston, N. C ......... - ~ M, S~cond Artillery ...... . ........... .

38

Morganton, N C ... . . .. .. . . .. E, E1ghteenth Infantry ............. ..

36

42 13 officers and 29 men left July 25; at Baltimore, Mel., July 26; at Pittsburgh, Pa., July
28 to Augu st 31.
40 3 officers and 28 men left July 25; at Pittsburgh, P.a., July 28 to August 31.

74

82

Total North Carolina .. , ...................................... ..

8

0

~

~

0

~

1-3
~

t?;j

rn

t?;j

0

~

M

~

I>
~
~

0

l-%j

~
P>
~

D, G, and H, Eighteenth Infa try ......

105

114

Do................... .. .. B, Eighteenth Infantry ............. ..

33

35

36
35
86
75

39

Columbia, S. C

Do.......................
Greenville, S.C ..............
Charleston, S. 0 ..............
Do .......................

21

C, Eighteenth Infantry .............. ..
K, Eighteenth Infantry ............. ..
Headquarters and F, Fifth .Artillery ..
E and I, Fifth Artillery.: . ...... ..... .

39

95
81

-----33

:no

Savannah, Gn, .••••••••••••••. D, Fifth Artillery . .................. .

2

-38

Atlanta, Ga.................. F, Eighteenth Infantry ............. ..
Do....................... I, Eighteenth Infantry ............... .

4
2

36
3:>

40
37

2

20

22

129

139

75
. 52
34
52

. 81
59

Total South Carolina ...........•..................

.Augusta .Arsenal, Ga. . .. . . . . . Detachment of Ordnance ....... ..... .
Total Georgia ........ .
Saint .Augustine. Fla ........ I
Fort Brooke. Fla.............
Fort Barrancas, Fla..........
Do...... . . . .. . . .. .. . . .. ..

A and K, ]i'ifth.A.rtillery ..........•...
G and H, Fifth .Artillery ............ ..

L, Fifth .A.r~illery. ·.· ................. .
B and M, F1fLh .Artillery ............ ..

Total Florida .......... , .......... ..
Mobile Bar acb, Ala ........ ! Headquarters Third Infantry ........ .

403
40

---- -10

6
7
2
6

--

~-!6

58

41

25

99

106

8

84

92

Hunts·dlle, Ala .............. B, Third Infantry ................... ..

2

30

32

Do ........ ............... H, Third Infantry .._.... ..... ........ .

2

30

32

Do............. . . .. .. . . .. A., C, and E, Third Infantry ....... ..

Total Alabama ......... , ............... .

--- - - - 23

.Jackson, ~iss ............... -~ K, ~l~rd Infantry ................... .

2

Holly Sprmgs,_ M1ss . . .. . . . . . F, 'I bud Infantry .................. ..

4

Total Missi<sippi .•.•..

2 officers and 33 men left .July 25; at Baltimore, Md., July 27 to 29; at Keyser, W.
Va:, July 29 to August 25; at Fort McHenry, Md., August 25 to 31.
Not moved from post.
2 officers and 32 men l eft .July 24; at .Jeffersonville, Ind., .July 25 to August 4; at
Scranton, Pa., August 6 to 10; at Pittsburgh, Pa., .August 10 .to 31.
No movement to or from.

Not moved from
Not moved from
Do.
5 officers and 44
at Pittsburgh,

post; guarding Indians.
post.
men left .July 26; at Newport Barracks, Ky., .July 27 to August 2;
Pa., August 3 to 4; at \Vilkesbarre, Pa., August 5 to 31.

21 I 213 I 234
21

Mount Vernon Barracks, .Ala. D, G, and I , Third Infantry ......... .

8 officers and 86 men left .July 24; at Grafton, W.Va., .July 26 to August 15; at Cumberland, Md., August 15 to 25; at J-'ittsburgh, Pa., .August 25 to 3L.
2 officers and 28 men left July 24; at .Jeffersonville, Iud., .July 26 to August 11; at
. Indianapolis, Ind. , .August 11 to 31.
3 officers and 30 men left .July 24; at .Jeffersonville, Ind., .July 26 to .A.ugnst 31.
4 officers and 28 men left July 24; at Pittsburgh, Pa., July 28 to .August 31.
Not moved from post.
·
5 officers and 56 men left .July 25; at Baltimore, Md., .July 27 to 29; at Keyser, W.
Va., .July 29 to .A.ugnst 25; at Fort McHeury, Md., August 25 to 31.

264

C:l
t=.J

~
t_lj
~

p....
~

0

~

t-3
4 officers ancl4 men left .July 25; at Newport Barracks, Ky., .July 27 to August 9; at
Pittsburgh, Pa., August 10 to 14; at Scranton, Pa., August 15 to 22; at Wilkesbarre, Pa., August 22 to 31.
·
6 officers and 90 men left .July 25; at Indianapolis, Ind., .July 27 to August 4; at
Scranton, Pa., August 5 to 31.
7 officers and 64 men left .July 26; at Newport Barracks, Ky., .July 28 to August 2;
at Wilkes barre, Pa.. August 5 to 31.
1 officer and 28men left July 26; at Newport Barracks, Ky., .July 27 to August 2; at
Pittsburgh, Pa., .A.ngust 3 to 4; at Scranton, Pa., August 6 to :n.
2 ·officers and 27 men left July 26; at N ewport Barracks, Ky., July 27 to Aug ust 9; at
Pittsburgh, Pa., August 10 ·to 17; at Scranton, Pa., August 18 to 31.

~

t_lj

>~
~

~

287

--- - 34
35

36 1 officer and 26 .men left .July 25; at Indianapolis, Ind.,.July 27 to August 4; at Scranton, Pa., August 6 to 31.
39 ·3 officers and 29 men left .July 25; at Indianapolis, Ind., .July 27 toAugust4; at Scran·
ton, Pa., August 6 to 31.
·

----6
75
69
-- --

<:.o
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.TnC'kson Barracks. Ln. ....... . I Headquarters Thirteenth Infantry .. ..

25

Do ....................... , .A, Thirteenth Iufantry .... ....... ... .

38

. 41

31

33

31

33

71

76
116

Do ......

:I

I, Thirteenth Infantry ....... ... . ..•..

Lnko Charlrs, La ............ , D and G , Thirteenth Infant.ry . ...... .
Baton Rouge, La .... .. . .. .. . B, F, and K, Thirteenth Infantry ... ..

107

..2._

3 officers ancl4 men left .Tulv 25: at Lonisville, Ky., .July 27 to August 8: at Indianapolis,· Ind., .August 8 to 12; at Pittsburgh, Pa., August 13 to 17; at Scranton, Pa.,
A ugust 18 to 31.
2 officers and 32 men left .July 25; at Louisville, Ky., .July 27 to .August 4 ; at Scranton, Pa., August 5 to 31.
2 officers and 31 m en left..July 25; at Louisville, Ky., .July 27 to .August 3; at ·wilkesbarre, Pa., .August 5 to 31.
2 officers and 30 m en l eft .July 25; at Looisville, Ky., .July 27 to August 8; at Indianapolis, Ind., August 8 to 12 ; at Pittsburgh, Pa., .August 13 to 20; at Scranton, Pa.,
.August 2l to 31.
Not moved from post.
8 officers and 90 men left .July 25; at LouisYille, Ky., .July 28 to .August 3; at Wilkesbarre, Pa., August 5 to 31.

25 I 299 I 324

Total Louisiana ... ..... ,.... ........ ...... . .
Little Rock, Ark . .......... -- I C and E, Thirteenth Infantry ........ .

7

Cllattancoga, Tenn ...... ----1A, Eighteenth Infantry ...... . ...... ..
Columbus Barracks, Ohio ... . 1Detachment of recruits . .............. 1

72 I 6 officers and 57 men left .July 25; at Indianapolis, Ind., .July 27 to .August 12; at
Pittsburgh, Pa., August 13 to 20; at Scranton, Pa., August 21 to 31.

35 I

40 I Not moved from post.

59
29
10

88

J

65 13 officers and 25 men l eft Augnst 2; at Wilkes barre , Pa., August 5 to 31.
33 3 officers and 20 men left .July 24; at Fort Wayne, Mich., .July 26 to .August 2; at
Wilkesbarre, Pa., .August 5 to 31.
98

= 1 = 1~

Indianapolis Arsenal, Ind .... I Detachment of ordnance ..... ........ ..

2

Saint Louis Arsenal, Mo . .. --1 Detachment of ordnance ............ ..
Saint Louis Barracks, Mo ... . Detachment of recruits ..... .... ..... .

1
8

Total Missouri. ..... ... , ... ..... ..

12

14 I Not moved from post.

I 10519 I 11320 I2Notofficers
mm·ed from post.
and 50 m eu left .July 2'2; at Indianapolis, Ind., .July 22 to .August i, when
thfly returned to post.

9 I 124 I 133
\= 1 =

tr.l
1-d

0

~

t-3

0

i:l:j

t-3
~
tr.l
UJ.

tr.l

Q
~

tr.l

65

7 I 181 I 1e8 I 2 officers ancl 41 men left .July 22 ; at Pittsburgh, Pa , .July 23 to .August 13, when
they r eturne d to post.

Fort Warne, :Micl1. ......... . , A.. and D , Twenty-st>cond Infantry . . . .
l•'ort .Mackiuar, 1\licb . . . . . . . . C, Twenty-second Infantry ........... .
Total Michigan ...... --I ·

~

bC

-1

21

Do ....................... H, Thirteenth Infantry ...... ... .. ... .

Movements and remarks.

~

t-3

>
~

~

0

i:l:j

~

>
?-1

Troops sent to Saint Louis, Mo.
From Fort Leavenworth, Six companies Twenty-thirdinfantry., ...... ,......•...... 20 officers and 18-i men left .July 24; at Saint Louis, Mo., .July 24
they returned to post._
Kans.
-:t From Fort Dodge, Kans ..... One company Nineteenth and one com- ..••.. , ...... ,..... . 6 officers a:r~d 53 men left .July 24; at Saint Louis, Mo., .July 26
they
returned to post.
pany Twenty-third Infantry.
~ ]'rom Fort Riley, Kans .•••.. Two companies Sixteenth Infantry. ··•······•·· ....•...... 4 officers and 57 men left .July 24; at Saint Louis, Mo., .July 25
they :~:eturned to post.
From Fort Wallace, Kans ... One company Sixteenth Infantry ...... , ...... ,...... , ..... . 2 officers and 28 men left .July 24; at Saint Lonis, Mo., .July 25
they returned to post.
From Fort Lyon, Colo ....... , 'l'wo compauies Nineteenth Infantry .. , ...... , .... .. ...... . 7 officers and 60 men left .July 25; at Saint Louis, Mo., .July 27
they returned to post.
From Fort Gibson, Ind. T .... One company Twenty-third Infantry ...... ,......•...... 3 officers and 28 men left .July 25; at Saint Louis, Mo., .July 26
they returned to post.

to·August 10, when
to August 10, when

to August10, when
to August 10, when
to August 13, when
to August 10, when

Troops sent to Ohicago, Ill.
While en route from Dakota.. Six companies Twenty-second Infantry ...... , ............ . 11 officers and 215 men at Chicago, Ill ; .July 25 to August 4; at Wilkesbarre, Pa.,
August 6 to 31.
From Fort Randall, Dak ..... Two companies First Infantry .....•.. :··---, ...... ,..••.. 4 officers and 57 men left July 27; at Chicago, Ill., .July 30 to August 16, when they
ret.urned to post.
From Omaha Barracks, Nebr. Two companies Fourth, and six com· ·- .......... ,..... . 15 officers and 208 men left .July 25 and 26; at Chicago, Ill., .July 26 to August 19,
panies Ninth Infantry.
when they returned to post.
From Fort McPherson, Nebr. Three companies Fifth Cavalry ..•...... -· .. ,...... ,..... . 6 officers arid 142 men left .July 25; at Chicago, Ill., .July 27 to August 15, when they
returned to post.

0
t.".l

zt.".l

p;;1

1>-

t-t

0

~

Oonceqtratedat Omaha, Nebr.,
in readiness for eme?·gencies.

1-3

From FortSanders,Wyo .•••. Four companies Second Cavalry ...... ·· ·· ..

5 officers and 191 men left.July25; at Omaha, Nebr., .July 26 to .A.ugust 20, when they
returned to post.
From Fort Fred Steele, Wyo. One company Second Cavalry .......... .... - 1........
1 ·... . 1 officer and 52 men left .July 26; at Omaha, Nebr., .July 28 to August 20, when they
returned to post.
From Fort Bridger, Wyo . . . . One company Fourth Infantry .....•.. -- .... , ...... ,..... . 2 officers and 31 men left .July 26; at Omahfl., Nebr., .July 27 to August 21, when they
returned to post.
From Fort McPherson, Nebr. One company Fifth Cavalry .......•......... , ......•...... 2 officers and 56 men lef~ .July 26; at Omaha, Nebr., .July 27 to August 5, when they
returned to post.
From Sidney Barracks, Nebr . I...... do
2 officers and 74 men left .July 26; at Omaha, Nebr., .July 27 to August 4, when they
returned to JlO>~t.
From Camp Douglas, Utah ... j Three companies Fourteenth Infantry .1· ••• ·-, •••••. , .••••. 8 officerR and 94 men left .July 28; at Omaha, Nebr., .July 30 to August 4, when they
returned to post.
...... ..... .

~

t.".l

>~

a=

~

Held in reserve at Fort Dodge,
Kans.
From Camp Supply, Ind. T.

I T_wo companies Nineteenth Infantry .1-.-. --1- ... --1- ...... 12 officer11 and 60 men

left .July 28; at Fort lJodge, Kans., .July 31 to August 9, when
they returned to post.
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Recapitulation of it·oops by States."
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Number at be~inning of j Number sent from, dur-. , Number sent to, during
outbreak.
ing outbreak.
outbreak.
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so
0

0

- -- - - - - - - - - - 6
20
16
8
70
6
18
14

49
177
196
64
864'
44
205
227

55
197
212
72
934
50
223
241

40
8
33
10
21
23
6
25
7
3

310
74
370
129
213
264
69
299
65
35

350
82
40:'1
139
234
287
75
324
72
40
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bD
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28
1JL
136
47
532

31
121
145
53
575

10
10

109
197

119
207

Remarks.

(1$

$

.

Fl

~

- - --- --- ---

3
10
9
6
43

$

bD

t:d

Q)

tr,j

bD
bD

'"C

0
t:d
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.............. ............ .................

0

.............. ................. ................
....... ..... ................ ...................
173
68
11
36

2, 012
956
123
50o

179
195 ............. .................
57
63 ............... ............... .
228
250
65
69 ................ ..............
44
49 .... ............ . ........ . -.
233
213
55
59 ... ............ .................
187
204
ti
57
63 ..... ---- .................
................ ............... ............... ...... .. . .... ................
16
6
22
4
5
20
4
17

~

1-3

2,185
1, 024
134
544

·r:n

................

c

~

tr:l

..............

tr,j

~

................

tr,j

... .............

1-3
~

.............

~
~

...............

. .............

0
"'::l

··········-······1········1······--1-----·--1········1······--1·
7
10
2
9

181
88
12
124

41
43 ...................... .
188
2
36
3541
390
51
98
6
45
3 1
20
23
30
376
406
14 ··•••··· ............... .
133
2
50
52
42
410
36
617
653
518
20
498
60
62
2

4521 .At
At Saint Loui,,
Chicago.

At ( lmaba.
.At Fort Dodge.

*Where circumstances dt'manded the transfer of troops from one disturbed State to another the number so employed are counted in each State.
OFFICE,
Washington, D. 0., September 13, 1877.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE .ARMY, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S

El. D. TOWNSEND,
A.djtttant-General.
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GENERAL OF THE ARMY.
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No. 7.-REPORT OF BRIG. GEN. C. C . .A,UGUR.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF,

Plymouth, Mass., October 12, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to forward report relating to operations, movements of troops, &c., in the Department of the Gulf during the past
year.
At the time of my last annual report the troops were scattered, generally in small detachments, through the States comprising the department, with the intent to protect life and property during the excitement
preceding the general election. The rule observed in sending troops to
excited and disturbed localities was, wllen called upon by the governor
of the State or tile United States marshal of the district, and when satisfied that the excitement and disturbance really existed, to send the
troops, if possible, in the hope that their mere presence would calm the
excitement and prevent it from enlarging into a general disturbance.
Troops were asked for in some instances when, upon further investigation, it was found they were not needed; and in these cases they were
not sent.
·
Acting upon this rule, it was found that upon the day of election the
detachments of troops were at sixty-two points within the limits of the
department, in many cases but five or six men at a place, and in some
instances commanded bJ' non-cornn:ilssioned officers.
Election-da.Y passed off in perfect quiet, and no occasion offered necessitating interference by the troops.
It is exceedingly gratifying to be able to report that during all this
time when the eulisted men were comparatively free from the ordinary
restraints of organized commands, not a single complaint was e\'er
made of the miscouduct of a single officer or soldier while performing
these new and embarrassing duties; but, on the contrary, a number of
letters were received at department headquarters expressing great satisfaction with the exemplary good conduct and courtesy exhibited by
the troops in the vicinity of the writers.
Shortly after the election, and on the eve of the meeting of the returning-board of Louisiana, instructions were received from the President
of the Uuited States to protect the members of that board, if necessary,
in the exercise of their legal duties, by the officers and soldiers of my
command.
The excitement connected with the elections, and which up to this
time had been scattered, as it were, throughout the department, was
now concentrated in New Orleans, and grave apprehensions were eutertained by the State authorities, and by the business community generally, that it would increase and culminate in riotous disturbances.
To enable me, under any circumstances that might arise, to carry into
effect my orders regarding the returning-board, and, at the same time,
to restore confidence to the community, orders were given to concentrate in New Orleans and at Jackson Barracks all the troops in the department, excepting small detachments to protect public property at
the several posts, and leaving one company at each of the posts at Saint
Martinsville, Monroe, Pineville, and Clinton, La., and at Little Rock,
Ark.
This brought to the city the whole of the Sixteenth Infantry except
one compan,y, all of tlw Third Infantry except two companies, and all of
the Thirteeeth InfanLry except two companies.
·
The object of this concentration was effectually secured ; confidence
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was restored, the returning-board was not molested, and although during the intense excitements arousl3d by . the vigorous assertion of the
claims of the rival candidates for the position of governor of the State
the peace of the city was frequentl.v and seriously threatened, still there
w:1s no open conflict and 110 loss of life or property.
During the contentions in New Orleans, and when it was uncertain
how far the excited passions of the people might carry them~ the United
States steamship Ossipee arrived in New .Orh'ans, and its commander
(Commander Breeze, United States Navy) called upon me with assurances that he was read~y to co-opt>rate and act with me in the event, of
its becoming necessary.
The Ossipee was subsequently relieved by the United States steamship Plymouth, commanded by Capt. Edward Barrett, United States
Navy. Captain Barrett called upon me"with the ·same a.s surances of
readiness for co-operative action in the event of its necessity.
To both of these officers I am officially and personally indebted for
many acts of courtesy and kindness. Besides the strong sympathetic
support they afforded me during many anxious days! their presence and
the moral effect of .their splendid ships and crews contributed largely
to the solution of the question of peace and order.
After the final ~ettlement of the troubles in Louisiana, the troops in
and about the city were distributed. The Sixteenth Infantry was ·relieved from the department, and in June sent to the Department of
Miss0tui. The Third and Thirteenth Infantry were distributed to the
posts in the department.
In May, I was called upon by the United States marshal for troops to
assist his deputies in serving process of United States courts in parish
of Oalcasieu, Louisiana, where his deputies, as he stated, had been resistt'd and overpowered by a gnng of desperadoes.
I decliued to furnish troops unless instructed by superior authority.
Subsequently, order~::; were recei.ved directing troops to be furnished for
protection of .Federal officers and property under their charge in that
locality. 'l'wo companies were sent there, and it has proved a very
laborious duty. The command has to be supplied via Galveston, Tex.,
which is an expensiYe and inconvenient route. The 'troops have suffered in their healtb, and it is hoped that the civil authorities will soon
find it unnecessary longer to detain these troops.
During the "labor and railroad strikes" in the North, all the troops
in the department, except the two companies at Calcasieu Parish and
small detachments to protect public property at the postR, were ordered
to the scenes of disorder and violence, from which duty they have not
been returned.
The Third Infantry has since been ordered and has gone to the Department of Dakota.
'l'be removal of the de~achments of the Tllird Infantry from the posts
form erly occupied by the regiment, in order that they might join in the
movement to D akota, ren<lerell it necessary to call in one of the cornpanie from Calca ieu to take charge of public property at other posts.
'Ib po t at Jackson and Holly Springs, Miss., and at Mobile aud
Hun t ville, Ala., haYe been abandoned and the public property removed
t o New Orlean . It i not probable that the ·e po ts need ever again
be occupi ed by t roops, and it is therefore recommended that the public
b ui l in g be sold at public auction and the leases of the land be reli nqui bed.
·
The government owns the post and buildiugs at Little Rock, Ark.
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Baton Rouge and Jackson Barracks, La., and Mount Vernon Barracks,
Ala.
It is recommend that these posts be retained and kept in order; and
thAy are likely . to afford sufficient barrack-room for all the troops
ordinarily needed in the department.
It is a noteworthy fact, and one to which I refer with great pleasure,
that,. during all the excitement and conflicts of passion in the department, and particularly iu Louisiana, during the past year, not a single
conflict of authority has occurred between the civil and the military;
and I cannot close this report without e:gain referring to the remarkably
good conduct and evidences of discipline exhibited hy the troops of the
three regiments in the department during the past ~·ear of exceptional
and embarrassing service.
Previous to and during th'e election the tro~ps were scattered over
the three States, in some cases with no officers; during the winter', with
twenty-five companies a~sembled in a Jarge and populous city when
excitement was at its highest, and when the general feeling of the people was exceedingly sensitive to any show of Federal interference, not
a single offense was ever charged against them in connection with the
performance of their duties, and but a very few for any personal dis. order.
They seemed to have been actuated by the very spirit which was
prescribed for the guidance of the Roman soldiery in Judea, "Do violence to no man; accuse no man unjustly.''
I refer again with pleasure to the continued efficiency of my personal
staff and of the officers of the general staff serving with me.
Accompanying this repor:t will be found reconl of movements of troops
in the department during the past year and too voluminous to be embraced in the body of the report; also, copies of reports of the acting chief quartermaster, the acting chief commissary, and the actiug
medical director of the department.
I remain, sir, with respect, your obedient servant,
0. 0. AUGUR,
Brigadier- General, Commanding .Department.
The ASSISTANT ADJUTAN'l' GENERAL,
Headquarters Military Division of the Atla~tic,
New York, N. Y.

No. 8.-REPORT OF BVT. BRIG. GEN. THOMAS H. RUGER.
.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT oF THE SouTH,

Atlanta, Ga., October 10, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the troops within this department since annual report of last
year.
Special reports have from time to time been made relative to action
by the troops, to which reports attention in connection herewith is respectfully requested.
October 9lh, 1876. Company H, Eighteenth Infantry, was or<lered
.
from Blackville, S. C., to encamp at Allendale, S. C.
The commanding-officer, Columbia, S. C., was ordered to send a company of the Eighteenth Infantry to encamp at Newberry, S. C.
12th. Companies D and G, Second Infantry, were ordered from Atlanta, Ga., to encamp at E<lgefi.elu, S. C.
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17th. Tile commanding-officer, Col urn bia, S. C., was ordered to send
a company of the Eighteenth Infantry to Cainboy, S. C. ·
18th. The commauding officer, Tampa, Fla., was ordered to s~nd a
battery of the Fifth Artillery to encamp at Gainsville, Fla., the battery
to arrive there between the 1st and 7th of November, with orders to
return on the 14th of November.
The commanding officer, Saint Augustine, Fla., was ordered to send
the. followiug detachments: One officer and ten enlisted men t:> Lake
City, Fla.; one officer and ten enlisted men to Quincy, Fla.; one officer
and twebty enlisted men to Madison, Fla.; the detachments to arrive at
their places of destination between November 1st and 7th, and to remain
until November 14th.
The commanding officer, Fort Barrancas, Fla., was ordered to send a
battery of the Fifth Artillery to encamp at Marianna, Fla., the battery
to arrive there before November 7th, with orders to return on the 14th
of November.
.
20th. Pursuant to Special Orders No. 139, series of 1876, Heallqnarters
. Artillery School, Fort Monroe, Va. Battery A, Third Artillery, Battery
I, Fourth Artillery, and Battery C, Fifth Artiller.v, arrived at Columbia,
S. C., for duty in this depa.r tment, and Battery G, First Artillery, which,
while en route from Fort M·Jnroe, was directed to proceed to and encamp
at Bennettsville, S. C.; Battery C, Fifth Artillery, was ordered from
Colnmbia, S.C., to Summerville, S. ·c.; Battery A, 'fhird Artillery, and
Battery I, Fourth Al'tillery, were ordered temporarily to form part of
the garrison at Columbia, S. C.
21st. Pursuant to Special Orders No. 194, of series of 1876, headquarters Depot General Recruiting Service, Columbus Barracks, Ohio,
Uompan;y C, permanent party general recruiting service, arrived at Columbia, S. C., for dut.y in this department. Company H, Second Infantry,
was ordered from Atlanta, Ga., to Aiken, S. C.
22d. Pursuant to Special Ord~rs No. 206, series of 1876, headquarters
Division of the Atlantic, Batteries I and K, Third Artillery, arrived at
Columbia, S.C., for duty in this department.
Pursuant to Special Orders No. 207, series of 1876, headquarters Division of the Atlantic, Batteries B, D, H, I, L, and M, First Artillery,
and Batteries B, F, and H, Third Artillery, arrived at Columbia, S. C.,
for duty in this department.
Pursuant to Special Orders No. 246, series of 1876, headquarters
Principal Depot General Recruiting Service, :Fort Columbus, N.Y. H.,
Company A, permanent party general recruiting service, arrived at·columbia, S. C., for duty in this department.
~3d. Battery A, Third Artillery, was ordered from Columbia., S. C.,
to Blackville, S. C. Company C, permanent party from Columbus Barracks, Ohio, Capt. H. 0. Corbin, commanding, was ordered to Aiken,
S.C. Maj. C. L. Best, First ArtilleQ', with Battery M, First Artillery,
and Battery I, Third Artillery, were ordered from Columbia, S.C., to
BlackYille, S. C. Company A, permanent party from Fort Columbus,
~. Y. H., Capt. E. G. Bu h commanding, was attached to the post of
Columbja, S. 0. Maj. H. G. Gibson, Third Artillery, was assigned to
the co!D nand of the battalion Third Artillery, (Batteries B, F, H, and
K, Thud Artillery,) and ordered to report his battalion for duty to the
commanding officer, Columbia, S. C.
2-th. The commanding officer, olumbia, S. C., was ordered to send
B: tt ri .D, , and L, Fir t Artillery, to Edgefield, S. C. Battery B,
1r t
t11l ry wa ordered to be reported for duty to the commanding
officer, olumbia, S. C. The commanding officer, Fort Barrancas, Fla.,
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was ordered to send a battery of the Fifth Artillery to Pensacola, Fla.,
for duty on the 7th of November.
26th. Battery K, Third Artillery, was ordered from Columbia, S.C.,
to Camden, S. C.
28th. Battery E, Fifth Artillery, was relieved from duty at Blackvi1le,
S. C., and ordered to return to Summerville, S. C.
30th. Battery B, First Artiller.v, ~as ordered from Columbia, S. C., to
Summerville, S. C. The commanding officer, McPherson Barracks, Atlanta, Ga., was ordered to send an officer and fifteen enlisted men to
Easley's Station, Pickens County, S. C; also, Company E, Second Infantry, (Captain Cook,) to Greenville, S. C., with detachment therefrom
of ·an officer and twelve enlisted men to Spartanburg, S. 0.
31st. Company I, Eighteenth Infantry, was relieved from duty at
Aiken, S. C., and ordered to Chester, S. C. The commanding officer,
Aiken, S. 0., was ordered to send immediately a company to Hamburg,
S. 0., and detachments of an officer and from 10 to 15 enlisted men
each, to the following places: Beac:h Island, Boyd's Store, and Jordan's Mill, S. C.; detachments to arrive at their places of destination
by the 6th of November, with orders to return on the 9th of November,
provided quiet prevailed in the vicinity. The commanding officer, Chester, S. C., was ordered to send an officer and 12 men to Carmel Hill, S.
C., to arrive there by the 6th of November, with orders to return on the
9th of November, provided quiet prevailed in the vicinity.
The commanding officer, Columbia, S. C., was oedered to send Battery B, Third Artillery, to Union, S. C., with instructions to the commaHding officer, on its arrival at Union, to send an officer and 8 enlisted men to Gowdersville, Union County; the battery, with its detachment at Gowdersville, to return on· thAllth of November, provided
quiet prevailed in the vicinity. The commanding ·officer, Columbia, S.
U., was ordered to send Battery H, Third Artillery, to Sumter, S.C., with
orders to return on the 11th of NmTember, provided quiet prevailed in
the vicinity. The commanding officer, Edgefield, S. 0., was ordered to
send a company to each of the following places, viz: Shaw's Mill, Richardsonville, and Liberty Hill, and detachments of an officer and 12
. men each to Rich Spring and Leesville, Lexington County, S. C., to
arrive at their places of destination by the 6th of November, with orders to return on the 9th of November, provided quiet prevailed in the
vicinity. The commanding officer, Yorkville, S. 0., was ordered to
send a detachment of an officer and 12 enlisted men to Rock Hill, S.C.,
to arrive there by the 4th of November, with orders to return on the
8th of November, provided quiet prevailed in the vicin ty. The commanding officer, Greenville, S. 0., was ordered to send an officer and
ten enlisted men to Sullivan's Factory, S. 0., to arrive ther~ by the 6th
of November, with orders to return on the 9th of November, provided
quiet prevailed in the vicinity. The commanding office· Newberry, S.
C., was ordered to send an officer and 12 enlisted men to Prosperity,
Newberry County, to arrive there on the 6th of November, with orders to
return on the 9th of November, provided quiet prevailed in the vicinity.
The commanding officer, Blackville, S. C., was ordered to send a company to Barnwell, and detachments of an officer and from ten to fifteen
enlisted men each to the following places: Mid way and Buford's Bddge,
to arrive at their places of destination by the 6th of November, with
orders to return on the 9th of November, provided quiet prevailed in
the vicinity. The comrnap.ding officer, Bennettsville, S. C., was ordered
to send detachments of an officer and from ten to fifteen enlisted. men
each to Brownsville and Hed Bluff, Marlborough Cout1ty, S. 0., to arrive
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at their places of destination by the 6th of November, with order~ to
return on the 9th of November, provided quiet prevailed in the vicinity.
The commanding officer, Winnsborough, S.C., was ordered to send a detachment of an officer and ten enlisted men to Ridgeway, S. C., to arrive
there by the 6th of November, with orders to return on the 9th of
November, provided quiet prevailed in the vicinity. The commanding
officer, Lancaster, S. C., was ordered to send an officer and twelve
enlisted men to Waxhaw, to arrive "there by the 6th of November, with
orders to return on the 9th of November, provided quiet prevailed in the
vicinity. The commanding officer, Marion, S. 0., was ordered to send an
officer and eight enlisted men to Mar's Bluff, to arrive there by t.he 6th
of November, with ordf'rs to return on the 9th of November, provided
quiet prevailed in the vicinity. The commanding officer, Laurensville,
S. C., was ordered to send First Lieut. William A. Miller, Eighteenth
Infantry, and from twelve to :fifteen enlisted men to ()linton, Laurens
County, S. C., to arrive there by the 6th of November, with orders to
return on the 9th of Novelllber, provided quiet prevailed in the vicinity.
The commanding officer, Allendale, S. C., was ordered to send an officer
and ten enlisted men to Milletts, Barnwell County, to arrive there by
the 6th of "November, with orders to return on the 9th of November,
provided quiet prevailed in the vicinity. The commanding officer,
Camden, S. 0., was ordered to send an officer and eight enlisted men to
Red Bill, S. C., to arrive there on the 6th of November, with orders to
return on the 9th of November, provided quiet prevailed in the vicinity.
The commanding officer, Abbeville, S. C., was ordered to send detachments of an officer and ten enlisted men each to Lowndesville and
Greenwood, S. C., to arrive at their places of destination by the 6th of
November, with order~:~ to return on the 9th of November, provided
quiet prevailed in the vicinity.
Novembe'i' l, 1876. The commanding officer, Columbia, S. 0., was
ordered to send Battery I, Fourth .Artillery, on the 3d of November to
Timmonsville, Darlington County, S. C., with instructions to send, on
the 6th of November, a detachment of an officer and ten enlisted men to
Lynchburg, Sumter County, and an officer and twelve enlisted men to
Darlington, to reach there on the 6th of November; the battery with
1ts detachments to return on the 11th of November, provided quiet prevailed in the vicinity. The commanding ·officer, Cainhoy, · S. C., was
ordered to send Second Lieut. William B. Wheeler, Eighteenth Infantry, and eight enlisted men, on the 6th of November, to Muster House,
Chri t Church Parish, provided the roads were passable, with orders to
return on the 8th of November. The commanding officer, Summerville,
S 0., was ordered to send detachments to the following-named places,
viz: an officer and twenty enli ted men to Beaufort, S. C.; an officer
and ten enlisted men to Adams Run, Colleton County; an officer and ten
enlisted ruen to John' Island.; an officer and ten enlisted men to Strawherr. Ferry, in Saint John's Berkley Parish, Charleston County; and, if
po ible, a mall detachment to James Island. The detachments to arrive at their place of de t.ination by the 6th of November, with orders
to r turn on the 9r,h of November, provided qniet prevailed in the
vicinity. He wa al o ordered to have the remainder of his command
a vaihtble (aft r leaving a ufficient guard at Summerville) in the city
of Oharle t 11 during the d.a. of the election, November 7.
3d. 'Ibe commanding officer, Columbia, S. C., was ordered to send
att r. F, Third Artillery, on the 4th of November to Greenwood,
Abbeville Uounty, . ., witl1 order to return on the 11th of November,
vr i d uiet prevailed in the vicinity. The commanding officer,

GENERAL OF THE ARMY.

105

Abbeville, S. C., was ordered to send a detachment to Calhoun's Mill,
in place of Greenwood. The commanding officer, Summerville, S.C.,
was ordered to send an officer and 8 enlisted men to Walterborough,
Colleton County, to reach there by the . 6th of Nov.e mber, with orders
to return on the 9th of November, provided quiet prevailed in the
vicinity.
.
4th. The commanding ·officer, Newberry, S.C., was ordered to send a
small detachment to UhappelPs Depot for the election. The commanding officer, ~~' S. 0., was ordered to send a detachment to Rock
Hill in place oJ\,.M:ar's Bluff. .First Lieut. J. A. Fessenden 1 Fifth Artillery, at Madison, Fla., was ordered to send a non-commissioned officer
and 8 enlisted men to Monticello, Fla.
5th. The commanding officer, Yorkville; S. C., was ordered to send a
non-commissioned officer and 6 privates to Fort Mill, to remain until the
8th of November. The commanding officer, Chester, S.C., was ordered
to send a non·commissioned officer and 6 privates to Rich Hil1, with
orders to return on the 8th of November. The commanding officer,
Marion, S. C., was ordered to send a non-commissioned officer and 4
privates to Berry's Cross-Roads, with orders to return on the 8th of
November. The commanding officer, Aiken, S.C., was ordered to send
a detachment to Silverton for the election.
7th. The commanding officer, Columbia, S. C., was ordered to send
an officer and a few enlisted men to Trenholm Station, with orders to
return t.h e same evening.
9th. The commanding officer, Blackville, S. C., was ordered to seud
Lorain's Battery A, Third Artillery, by first proc.urable transportation
to Charleston, H. C. Maj. J. M. Brannan, First Artillery, at Edgefield,
S. C., was ordered to take Batteries D, H, and L, First Artillery, and
one company of infantry from Edgefield, and proceed with them forthwith to 'fallahassee, Fla. The commanding officer, Aiken, S. 0., wa3
ordered to take two companies, and proceed himself with them forthwith to Tallahassee, Fla. The commanding officers, Chester, Camden,
Newberry, Unionville, and Timmonsville, S. C., were ordered to report
with their commands at Columbia, S. C.
l,Oth. The commanding officerR, Easby's Station and Seneca City, S.
C., were ordered to return with their commands to Atlanta, Ga. The
commanding officer, Greenville, S. C., was ordered to return with his
command to Atlanta, Ga. The commanding officer at Oliver, Screven
County, Ga., was ordered to send Battery D, Fifth Artillery, forthwith to 'fallahassee, Fla. The commanding officer, McPherson Barracks,
Atlanta, Ga., was ordered to send Company B, Second Infantry, forthwith to Tallahassee, Fla. The commanding officer, Abbeville, S.C., was
ordered to proceed at once with his company to Tallahassee, Fla. The
commanding officer, Aiken, S, 0., was ordered to withdraw the company
from Ham burg, S. 0. Battery G, First Artillery, at Bennettsville, S.
C., was ordered to Florence, S. 0. The commanding officer, Allendale,
S. C., was ordered to proceed at once with his company to Tallahassee,
Fla. Battery B, Third Artillery, and Company I, Eighteenth Infantry,
·at Columbia, S. C., were ordered to Tallahassee, Fla. Battery L, Second Artillery, was ordered from Lancaster, S. C., to Chester, S. C.
Battery F, Third Artillery, was ordered from Greenwood, Abbeville
County, ~. U., to Aiken, S. C. Lieut. Col. H. M. Black, Eighteenth
Infantry, at Columbia, S. 0., was authorized by the department commander (in case of necessity requiring speedy action) to give orders to
the commanding officers at Yorkvillf~, Winnsborough, Chester, Marion,
and Laurens, S. 0. Lieut. Col. H. M. Black, Eighteenth Infantry,
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Columbia, S. C., was ordered to direct the companies of the Eighteenth
Infantry at Laurens, Yorkville, and Oainhoy, S. C., and Battery D,
Second .Artillery, at Winnsborough; also, Battery L, Second Artillery,
from Lancaster, S. C., en route to Chester, S. C., and Battery .F, Third
Artillery, en route from Greenwood, Abbeville, S. 0., to Aiken, S.C., to
proceed to Columbia, 8. C.
11th. The commanding officers at Aiken and Edgefield, S. C., were
ordered with their commands to Columbia, S.C. Col. H. J. Hunt, Fifth
Artillery, was ordered to direct Maj. C. L. Best, First Artillery, and
his two batteries (Battery M, Ftrst Artiller.v, and Battery I, Third Artillery) from Blackville, S. 0.; also, Battery G, First Artillery, on its arrival at Florence, to Charleston, S. C.
15th. Lieut. Col. H. M. Black, Eighteenth Infantry, Columbia, 8. C.,
was directed to send two companies to Edgefield, S. C.
19th. The commanding officer, Tallahassee, Fla., was ordered to send
Company A, Second Infantry, to Marianna, Fla., and Company F,
Eighteenth Infantry, to Gainesville, Fla.
20th. The commanding officer, Columbia, S. C., was ordered to direct
the detachment of Company K, Eighteenth Infantry, left at Laurensville, S. 0., to join ·its company at Columbia, S.C.
21st. First Lieut. J. A. Fessenden, Fifth Artillery, at Madison, Fla.,
was directed to proceP.d with his command and join the detachment at
at Lake City, Fla., and to take command at that place.
25th. The commanding officer, Company A, Second Infantry, at
J\farianna, Fla., was ordered, after having performed the special service
.
assigned him, to retqrn to Tallahassee, Fla.
29th. First Lieut. Paul Roemer, Fifth Artillery, at Gainesville, Fla.,
was ordered to return with his command to Tampa, Fla., after the 5th
of December.
December 4th, 1876. The commanding officer, Lake City, Fla., was
ordered to return with his command to Saint Augustine, Fla., on the
8th of December.
7th. The commanding officer, Tallahassee, Fla., was ordered to direct
Battery D, Fifth Artillery, to return to Savannah, Ga.
The commanding officer, Tallahassee, Fla., was ordered to pro({eed
with his whole command (except Company A, Second Infantry) to
.
Columbia, S.C.
11th. The commanding officer, Gainesville, Fla., was ordered to return
with his command to Columbia, S. 0.
15th. Orders of December 11, to commanding officer at Gainesville,
Fla., were sent to him by telegraph, to Artther, Fla., to which place he
had meantime g-one with his command.
January 3d, 1877. Pursuant to instructions from division beadquat'ters, Uompany I, Second Infantry, was ordered to the quartermaster's
depot at Jeff' rsonville, Ind.
.
lOth. Pursuant to instructions from division headquarters, Batteries
B, F, H, I, and K, Third Artillery, were ordered to return to their proper
station in the Military Division of the Atlantic, aud Company A, permanent party general recruiting service, was relieved from duty in this
departm nt and ordered to return to its proper station, Fort Columbus,
N w York Harbor.
11th. ur uant to in tructions from divi. ion heaclquarters, Capt. H.
C.
r in, Twenty-fourth Jnfautry, with Company C, permanent party
g n ral r ruiting ervice, was ordered to return to Columbus Barracks,
Ohio. Company A, Second Infantry, was relieved from duty at Talla-
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hassee, Fla., and ordered to return to Atlanta, Ga . . Orders were issued
that the post of Nashville, Tenn., be discontinued.
24th. Company K, Eighteenth Infantry, was ordered from Columbia,
S. C., to Greenville, S. C. The commanding officer, Columbia, S. C.,
was ordered to direct the detachment of Company D, Eighteenth Infantry, at Yorkville, S. 0., to join its company at Columbia, S.C.
27th. Company A, Eighteenth Infantry, was ordered from Columbia
to Spartanburg, S. 0.
30th. Company D, Second Infantry, was relieved from duty at Edgefield, S. C., and ordered to Atlanta, Ga. In accordance with instructions from the 'Var Department, Company E, Second Infantry, was
ordered from Atlanta, Ga., to Ellijay, Gilmer County, Ga., to assist the
civil officers of the government. The commanding officer, McPherson
Barracks, Atlanta, Ga., was ordered to send two officers and twenty-five
enlisted men to Rockmart, Polk County, Ga., to assist United States
civil officers, in accordance with existing orders.
31st. Company H, Second Infantry, was relieved from duty at Columbia, S. C., aud ordered to Atlanta, Ga.
February ~d, 1877. Pursuant to instructions from division headquarters,
Batteries D, H, I, L, and M, l~'irst Artillery, were ordered to their former
stations in the Division of the Atlantic, and Battery B, First Artillery,
and Batteries D and L, Second Artillery, were ordered to proceed to the
Wasbington arsenal, Washington, D. C.
3d. The commanding officer, Columbia, S. C., was ordered to send an
officer and ten enlisted men to encamp at Greensborough, N. C., to protect United States internal-revenue officers, in accordance .with existing
orders.
13th. The commanding officer, McPherson Barracks, Atlanta, Ga., was
ordered to send a company of the Second Infllntry to Ellijay, Gilmer
County, Ga., for service in giving protection to the United States civil
officers.
19th. Company G, Second Infantry, was relieved from duty at Columbia, S. C., and ordered to McPherson Barracks, Atlanta, Ga.
21st. 'fhe commanding officer, McPherson Barracks, Atlanta, Ga., was
ordered to send two officers and twenty enlisted men to Ducktown, Polk
County, Tenn., to protect the United States civil officers in the performance of their duties.
·
March 24th, 1877. Pursuant to instructions from division headquarters,
Company I, Second Infantry, was relieved from temporary duty at the
Jeffersonville depot, and ordered to return to McPherson Barracks, Atlanta, Ga.
29th. The commanding officer, Greensborougb, N. C., was ordered to
return with his detachment to Columbia, S. 0. Companies E and H,
Second Infantry, were relieved from duty at Ellijay, Gilmer County,
Ga., and ordered to return to McPherson Barracks, Atlanta, Ga.
April 14th, 1877. Uompany K, Second Infantry, was relieved from
duty at Newport Barracks, Ky., and ordered to McPherson Barracks,
Atlanta, Ga.
19th. Company C, Second Infantry, was relieved from duty at Aiken,
S. C., and ordered to McPherson Barracks, Atlanta, Ga. Company A,
Eighteenth Infantry, was relieved from duty at Spartanburg, S. C.,
and ordered to Greenville, S. 0. Company B, Second Infantry, was relieverl from duty at Columbia, S. C., and ordered to McPherson Barracks, Atlanta, Ga.
20th. Battery I, Fifth Artillery, was relieved from duty at Fort Barrancas, Fla., aud ordered to Charleston, S. C.
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21st. Pursuant to Special Orders No. 85, current series, Division of
the Atlantic, Battery E, Second Artillery, at Raleigh, N. C., and Battery F, Second Artillery, at Morgautou, N.C., were relieved from duty
in this department, and ordered to Washington arsenal, Washington,
D. C. Orders were issued that the post of Raleigh, N. C., be discon·
tinned.
June 19th, 1877. By authority from these headquarters, the garrison
of Key West Barracks, Key West, Fla., (Batteries G and H, Fifth Artillery,) went into summer camp at Tampa, Fla., distance about 220 miles.
26th. By authority from these headquarters, the garrison at Fort Barrancas, Fla., (Batteries B, L, and M, Fifth Artillery,) went into summer
~amp near Sellers's 8tation, Fla., 20 miles from Fort Barrancas, Fla., on
the Pensacola Railroad. ·
28th. By authority from these headquarters, the garrison of Charles·
ton, S.C., (Batteries E and I, ~nd Light Battery F, Fifth Artillery,)
went into summer camp at Summerville, S. C., 22 miles from Charleston, on the South Carolina Railroad.
·
July 5th, 1877. Companies F and I; Eighteenth Infantry, were relieved
from duty at Columbia, S. C., and ordered to McPherson Barracks, At·
lant:-1, Ga. Company A, Eighteenth Infantry, was relieved from duty
at Greenville, S. C., and ordered to Chattanooga, Tenn.
13th. Pursuant to instructions from division headquarters, the Second
Regiment of Infantry left this department for the .pi vision of the Pacific.
23d. The commanding officer, McPherson Barracks, Atlanta, Ga.,
was ordered to send a company to Jeffersonville, Ind. The command·
ing officer, Columbia, S. C., was ordered to send at onc-e two companies
of the Eighteenth Infantry to Jeffersonville, Ind.
.
24th. The commanding officer, Fort Barrancas, Fla., was ordered to
send Batteries B and M, Fifth Artillery, without delay, to Newport
Barracks, Ky. The commanding officers, Greenville and Columbia, S.
C., and Morganton, N. C., were ordered to proceed with their com·
mands immediately to Washington, D. 0. The commanding· officers,
Fort Johnson, N. C., and Oglethorpe Barracks, Savannah, Ga., were
ordered to proceed with their commands immediately to Baltimore, Md.
The commanding officer, Summerville, S. 0., was ordered to send Bat·
teries E and I, Fifth Artillery, immediately to Baltimore, Md.
27th. Pursuant to instructions from division headquarters, Companies
B and H, Third Infantry, from the Department of the Gulf, arrived at
Newport Barracks; Newport, Ky., for duty in this department. Pursuant to instructions from division headquarters, Companies A, H, and
I, Thirteenth Infantry, from the Department of the Gulf, arrived in
Louisville, Ky., for duty in this department.
28th. Pursuant to instructions from division headquarters, Companies
D, G, and I, Third Infantry, from the Department of the Gulf, arrived at
Newport Barrack ,Newport, Ky.,for duty iu this department. Pursuant
to instructions from division headquarters, Companies B, F, and K,
Thirteenth Infantry, from the Department of the Gulf, arrived at Louis·
ville, Ky., for duty in this department.
A 'ugust 2d, 1 77. Pur uant to in tractions from division headquarters,
Batteri B and l\1, Fifth Artillery, and Companies D and I, Third
Infantr. , left N wport' Barracks, Newport, Ky., for Pittsuurgh, Pa.
3d. ur uant to in truction from divi ion heauquarter , Companies
B, F, H, and K, Thirteenth Infautry, left Louisville, Ky., for Pittsburgh, a.
4th. ur uant to in tructi n from uivi ion headquarters, Companies
B and , Third Infautry, left ewport Barracks, .Newport, Ky., for
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Pittsburgh, Pa. Pursuant to instructions from division headquarters,
Company A, Thirteenth Infantry, left Louisville, Ky., for Pittsburgh,
p~
.
.
8th. Pursuant to instructions from division headquarters, Company
I, Thirteenth Infantry, left Louisville, Ky., for Indianapolis, Ind.
9th. Pursuant to instructions from division headquarterR, Compai1y
H, Third Infantry, left Newport Barracks, Newport, Ky., for Pittsburgh,
Pa.
September 14th, 1877. Orders were issued that the post of Greenville,
S. C., be <Hscoiltinued.
·
Very respectfully, ~~our obedient. servant,
THOMAS H. RUGER,
Colonel Ei_qhteenth Infantry,
Brevet Brigadier- General, U. S. A., Commanding.
The ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

.

Division of the Atlantic, New York City.

No. 19.-REPORT OF MAJOR-GENEHAL IHWIN McDOWELL.
BEADQUAR1' ERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 1'HE PACIFIC,
AND DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,

San Francisco, Cal., October 17, 1877.
SIR: 1 ha\Te the honor to report as follo\YS concerning the service in
this division since my last annual report:
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA.

Movement of troops.
August, 1876.-In anticipation that, under the orders of the General
of the Army, its services would be required against the host.ile Sioux
in the Department of the Platte, Company G, First Cavalry, left San
Diego, Cal., August 18, and marched to Soledad Pass, then the terminus of the Southern Pacific H.ailroad, where the company remained
until September 9, aud then returned to its station.
September, 1876.-'l'he headquarters and band of the First Cavalr,y
left Benicia Barracks, California, September 16, 1876, for Walla Walla,
Wash. Ter., in the department of the Columbia, to which station the.v
had been transferred by Special Orders No. 127, Headquarters Military
DiYision of the Pacific a.nd Department of California, series of 1876.
October.-Company D, First Cavalry, left the Presidio of San Francisco, Cal., October 4, 1876, on a tour of instruction, returning to the
post October 24, after a march of 336 miles.
January, 1877.-Companies C, F, H, and K, Fourth Artillery, returned
to their stations in the harbor of San Francisco January 13, from detached service in the Department of the Platte. These companies had
been absent out of the division since August 12, 1876. Company I,
Twelfth Infantry, having been transferred from Alcatraz to Angel
Island, per Special Orders No. 7, series of 1877, from these headquarters,
left Alcatf'az Island January 17, and reached its new station same day.
JJ.fay.-Company D, First Cavalry, left the Presidio of San Francisco
M~y 7, on a tour of instruction, returning May 31, after a march of 331
miles.

110

REPORT OF' /THE SECRETARY OF W.AR.

June.-Hostilities with the Nez Perce Indians having broken out in
the Department of the Columbia, the following designated companies
stationed in the department were placed under General Howard's orders and sent to join his command, via the following routt>s:
Company D, First Cava).ry, left the Presidio of San Francisco, for
Boise City, I. T., via Winnemucca and Camp McDermit, Jnne 22.
Company I, First Cavalry, left Uamp Halleck, Nev., for Biose City,
I. T., via Winnemucca and Camp McDermit, June ~1.
Company C, First Ca.valry, having been joined by Companies D aud
I, same regiment, left Camp McDermit, Nev., for Boise Uity, 1. T.,
under eommaud of Major George B. Sanford, First Cavalry, June 30,
1877.
Company G, Pirst Cavalry, left San Diego, Cal., June 27, for Boise
City, I. T., via Southern Pacific Railroad and Winnemucca.
Company B, at. .Angel Island, and F, 'fwelfth Iufautry, at .Alcatraz
Island, Cal., left their station~ en route to Fort Boise, I. T., via Winuernueca, June 26, 1877.
Ju/y.-Battery B, Fourth .Artillery, left the Presidio of San Francisco
for BoiRe, (equipped as cavalry,) July 3, 1877, via Winnemucca and
Camp McDermit..
· Compauy D, Twelfth Infantry, left Camp Independt>nce, Cal.. July
10, 1877, for Lewiston, I. T., via San Francisco and the Columbia River.
CornvauiesC and L, Foul'th ArtilleQ·, Rtatioued, respectively~ at tlle
Presidio of San Francisco and Alcatraz Island, Cal., left the llarbor of
San Francisco for Lewiston, I. T., via Portland and Columbia Hiver,
July 13.
Besides the above enumerated troops pertaining to the Department
of California, Companies H, Eighth Iufantry, and 0, Twelfth Inf'aut.ry,
statioueu at Fort Ynma, (Department of Arizoua,) were ser!t to report,
via San Francisco and tlle Columbia River, to the commanding officer
Department of Columbia, for operations in t.h~ field. Tlley left Fort
Yuma on the 8th of July.
The Second Infantry, transferred from the East to this division, was
also ordered to report to the commanding officer Department of the
Oolumuia, for field duty, and left San Francisco, en route to Lewiston,
I. T., on the 22d of July.
All these troops are yet in the field under General Howard's orders,
Compauy D, Twelfth Infantry and Battery B, Fourth Artillery excepted,
the latter llaving returned to its station, Presidio of San Francisco, on
the 16th of .August.
To replace Company C, First Cavalry, at O<tmp 1\icDerrnit, Nev., Company I, Twelftll Infantry, left A11gel Island, Cal., J uue ~1, aud arrived at
Camp McDermit June ~5.
At the request of the commanding officer Department of the Columbia, Company A, First Cavalry, Camp Bidwell, Cal., was directed to
proceed to Uamp Harney, Oreg., for temporary duty. The company
left Camp Bidwell, June 30, and arrived at Camp Harney on tlle 6th
of July.
The po t of ngel I land having been left without troops uy the departur of tlle companies there tationed for fieJd .service, and a riot
eing apprellended in tlle city of Sau Franci co, Compan.v K, Twelfth
Infantry, "'tationed at Fort Yuma, was ordered to that post, at which
th company arri,ed on be 25th of July.
Tro p w re withdrawn from Benicia Barrack , Cal., garrisoned only
b tll h aclquart r and band f the Fir t Cavalry, on the 16th of Sept ruu r, 1 ""6, and from Camp Independence, Cal., July 10, 1877. All
able pr perty at theRe po t was transferred to other posts, where
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most needed, and Independence left in charge of a quartermaster's
agent. The commanding officer Benicia Arsenal has volunteered to
take charg0 of the property left at Benicia Barracks.
CompanyG, :First Cavalry, has been transferred to the Department of
the Columbia, and assigned to Fort Boise, I~ T., at which post the company has taken station on the 11th of October, 1877. .
Company D, Twelfth Infantry returned from detached service in the
Department of the Columbia, arriving at Angel Island, Cal., October
11, 1877, at which post the company is awaiting assignment to a new
station.
DEP.ARTMENT OF THE COL UMBI.A..

The general commanding this department being still absent with a
large part of hiR command, beyond the geographical limits of his department, and having· been actively engaged since June 15th last in
pursuit of the hostile Nez Perces Indians, and uuable, from the nature
of the service, and the country through which he has been operating, to
make his stated annual report, the following is given as the movements of troops within his command, exclusive of those operating with
him, and concerning which he has sent in ·a preliminary and partial report, which is herewith, together with the reports of the chiefs of his
staff, remaining at the permanent department headquarters.
The general being now on his way back, further reports may be expected from him, hoth as to his department generally and as to his operations in the pursuit of Joseph's band of the Nez Perces beyond the department lines.
·
DISTRIBUTION OF TROOPS SEPTEMBER 1, 1876.
At the date of his last report the following was the distribution of the
troops of his command:
..Alaslca.-Postof' Sitka, Companies A, G, and M, Fourth Artillery, Capt.
John 1\fendenball, Fourth Artillery, commanding; Fort Wrangle, Company B, Twenty-first Infantry, Capt. S. P. Jocelyn, Twents-first Infantry, commanding.
Idaho Te1-ritory.-Fort Boise, Company K, Twenty-first Infantry,
Capt. George M. Downey, Twenty-first Infantry, commanding; Fort
Lapwai, Company F. First Cavalry ,-Company G, Twenty-first Infantry,
Capt. David Perry, First Cavalry, commanding.
Washington Territory.-Fort Canby, Company D, Fourth Artillery,
Capt. George B. Rodney, Fourth Artillery, commanding; Fort Colville,
Company M, First Cavalry, Capt. Moses Harris, First Cavalry, commanding; Fort Townsend, Company C, Twenty-first Infantry, 'Capt.
George H. Burton, Twenty. first Infantry, commanding; Fort Vancouver,
headquarters Twenty-first Infantry, Companies D, E, H, and I, Twentyfirst Infantry, Capt. Evan Miles, Twenty-first Infantry, commanding;
Vancouver Arsenal, detachment of ordnance, Capt. John A. Kress,
Ordnance Department, commanding; Fort Walla Walla, Companies E,
H, and L, First Cavalry, Capt. S. ·G. Whipple, First Cavalry, commanding.
Oregon.-Camp Harney, Company K, First Cavalry, Company A,
Twenty-first Infantry, Maj. John Green, li'irst Cavalry, commanding;
Fort Klamath, Company B, First Cavalry, Company F, Twenty-first
Infantry, Captain James Jacksou, First Cavalry, commanding; Port
Stevens, Company E, Fourth Artillery, Capt. M. P. Miller, Fourth
Artillery, commanding.
PERMANENT CHANGES.

The changes contemplated in his former report · were duly made.
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Company K, Twenty-first Infantry, Capt. George M. Downey, stationed at Fort Boise, transferred with Company A, Uaptain Collins,
of same regiment, at Camp Harney, the change being completed in
September, 1876. In obedience to Special Orders No. 126, of 1~76, Military Division of the Pacific, the headquarters of the First- Cavalry
arrived in that department in September, 1876, and were established
at Fort Walla Walla on the 20th of October following, ha ving been
detain ed in the mean time at Fort, Vancouver. Capt. S. P. Jocelru'8
Company B, of the Twenty-first Infantry, was, in November, 1876,
tran sferred from Fort Wrangle to Fort Stevens, its place at Fort
vVrangle being supplied by the transfer of Company A , Fourth Artillery, Capt. E. A. Bancroft, from Sitka. In March last the obj ect of its
tran sfer to that post having been accomplished, the details of which are
referred to in the report nuder the bead of Fort Stevens. Company B,
Twenty-first Infantry, was relieved from duty at Fort Stevens and sent
to Fort Wall a Walia.
Jn view of the reduction of the garrison at Fort Walla Walla, by the
detail of two companies for the occupation of the Wallowa Valley, and
the probable detail of the only remaining company for field service near
Lewiston, Idaho, Company H, of the Twenty-fir~t Infantry, was trausferred, in April last, from Fort Vancouver to the form er post.
In accordance with General Orders No.1, Division of the P acific, cur·
rent series, Companies A, G, and M, Fourth Artillery, were relie\ed
from duty in Alaska in June last, and ordered respectively to Forts
Townsend, Canby, and Stevens, which posts are now considered their
. stations, although the companies are in the field.
In obedience to General Orders No. 63, Adjutant-General's Office, tlle
Second Regiment of Infantry arrived in that department in July, aud
repor ted for duty at Lewiston, Idaho Territory, on the 29th of the
month.
·
POSTS .AND GARRISONS.

The following table sllows the posts, their respective garrisons, and
commanding offi cers at the date of last repo~'t:
T abt,lm· staternent of posts in the' Department of the Columbia, showing their resp ective
gmTisons and commanders, A ugust 31, 1877.
~~
k· ~

Posts.

a:> ~
~dl

;~

Garrisons.

Commanders.

8

------------------l-~--l----------------------l-------------------Fort BoiRe, Idaho.:. . . .. ... . .
Fort Canby, Wash ... .... . . ..
Fort Colville, Wash . .. ... .. .
ampHarney,Oreg ..•. . ....
Fort Klamath. Ort>g. ---- - . .. .
FortLapwai,Idaho .. . . .. . ...
Fort tevens, Oreg.... ..... .
'F ol't Townsend, Wash... ... .
Fort Vancouver, Wash ... . . .

1
2
1
2
2
2
2
2
3

*A, 21st Inf . .. . ------ -- -- · - - · -· ·· · ·
•D, 4th Art.; G, 4th A rt ...... . . . . .
*M, 1stCav ..... ..... . . . .......... .
*K,lstCav .; K,2 1st lnf ... ...... ..
*B, 1st Cav.; F, 21st Iof . ___ ...... _.
*F,lstCav.; G, 2l st inf . ... ..... . .
*E and M, 4th Art .... .. . ......... .
*A, 4th Ar t.; C, 21 st I nf . __... .. _..
*D, E, and I, 21 st Inf.. an d field,
staff, and band, 21st I uf.
·
Vanconver Arsenal, Wash .. .. --. Detachment of Ordnance __ ... . __ .
Fort Walla Walla, Wash. . .. 5 *E, H, and L, 1st Cav.; Band H,
21st Iuf.; field, staff, and band.

Capt. P . Collins, 21st Inf.
Maj. J. Stewart, 4th Art.
Capt. M. Harris, l stCav.
Maj . J ohnGreen ,1stCav.
Capt. J ames Jackson, 1st Cav.
Cap t . D.Perry, l stCav.
Capt. M . F. Miller, 4th Art,
Capt E. A . Bancroft, 4t h A rt.
Col. A lfred Sully, 21st Inf.
Cant. J . A. Kress, Ord. D ept.
Col. C. Gr-over, 1st Cav.

Temporary poBt.
L wistown, Idaho-- - --- - ·· - ·

* , b. ·nl fr_om pos on d ta

1 tO, 12th Inf ... . ... . ... ... .. . . .. . .. . Col. F . Whenton, 2d Inf.
10 ;2c1 Regt. of Inf ..... . . . . .. . . .. .. .. .
19 Field, staff, and band . _.... . .. .. . .

heel s rvic against hostile Indians.
f a ually m department for seiTice against Indians.
• In tb fit>l<l aJ?ainst Indians.
§Attached at Fort Lapwai
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GAINS AND LOSSES.

The following tabular statement will show, as nearly as possible with
the necessarily incomplete returns received, the gains and losses ·of the
command during the past year:
LOSS.

GAIN.
1>,

ui

Enlisted men.

,..Q

"'oo
il'l·

~

<I)

Months.

0

;Ed
oo<l

-~ ce

~~

~~
>:l;:;

<I)

s
a

s

..,;

0

<!::

....
U)

·e

.i3""
1>,

':>

~

"0

..:

-~~

0

<I)

..,;

~

;.:::;
::

Q)

~
~
Q)

~

"0

a)

1-<

~
Q)

a0

oS
~

biJ

Q)

....

biJ
biJ

•r-4 .<D
00~

U2>J
..... c;.:

S.i3
8

0

i:Q
1"1 o:;
<1
0
~
------""' - - - -

0

Septem uer, 1876
17
October, 1876 . . .
14
November, 1876
9
December, 1816 ...........
J ~ nuary, 1877 ... .........
February, 1877 .
March, 1877 ....
3
April, 1877 ....
5
May, 1877 . ......
5
.June, 1!:l77* ....
3
.July, 1877* ....
38
August, 1877 * .. . ........ .
Total. •••••.

"'o<l
<!:>..0
~C)
ol::

A

...-

d
o<l

Enlisted men.

$

ui
;..

53
60
58
1
1
2
25
30
37
361

13
10
18
12
3
7
23
8
5
2
1

2
2

4
17
4

4
2
2
1
2
4
5
4
2
3
.....
.
1

3
8
5
5
6
4
6
4
3

9:'1
94
94
21
11
16
39
50
62
45
405
..... ...

9
11
6

930

49

1
4
5
8
4
1

Discharged.

.....

...

&
;8

0

§g .
~->

... Q)

iii

oU>

;Q
....

-~

$
AU>
~
1"1

..,;

C)

..<:i<fi

...
0

0

::
~

F-1

Q)

....
....

..,;

~

..,;

§

628

102

32

45

29

~

C)

....
8

C!)

A

A

---- ""' - - - - 24
5
36 ....
4
1
1
3

12
20
22
17
21
33
6
8
9
1

2
1
1
3

5
23 ..... . 2
3
3
41
8
2
1
1
2
4 ........... 1
1
2 .......
2
25
1 15
6
4
2 ..... . 5
1
32
6
33
38 20
1
2 ... ...
4
. ..
---·-- . .......

---- -- ......... --- ·
---··· ......... ........
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - 94

~

-

173

16

67

200

23

-

47

j

""....b.Q
Q)

bJ)
bJ)

-11

-79
55
79
29
26
26
86
23
55
106
11

-575

*Returns for .June, .July, and August incomplete.

FIELD MOVEMENTS, SCOUTS, ETC.

The movements of the troops of this department for the past year
are shown in the table hereto appended, marked "A."
Early in September, 1876, information was received that Joseph, with
his band of Nez Perces, had appeared in the Wallowa Valley, and demanded the surrender of two ruen, McNall and Finley, accused of killing one of his Indhtns, and threatened, in case this demand was not
complied with_, to destroy the farms of the settlers therein, giving them
a week's time to decide. Upon receipt of this intelligence, the commanding officer at Walla Walla was at once directed to send one company of cavalry to the scene of the difficulty; and Com·p any E, .First
Cavalry, Lieut. A. G. Forse commanding, was at once di8patched. He
had an interview with Joseph, which resulted in withdrawing his dt->mawl
and threats, and a promise on the part of the military authorities that
t!Jey would use their endeavors to bring the accused men before the
ch·il authorities for trial. The command returned to its station the last
of September.
In May last, on account of the apparent re~tlessness of the so-called
Columbia River bands of Indians, and in anticipation of the troublP.
that might occur, Companies D and I, Twenty-first Infantry, Capt.
Robert Pollock commanding, were ordered to Wallula, where thP.y weut
into camp and remained until the commencement of hostilities in Idaho,
when they were at once trausferred to the scene of active operations.
DISTRIBUTION OF TROOPS, MAY

15, 1877.

The distribution of the troops of this command at tlle ~ommencernent
Sw
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of the N~z Perces hostilities is shown by the roster of troops, dated
Mny 15, 1877, appended, and marked ''B."
During the active operations in this department L ewiston bas berq
the depot of supplies for troops iu the field, and Major \Y eeks, quartermaster, bas been placed in charge.
·
August 27, orders were issued making a military district of Eastern
Washington Territory, north of the Snake Hiver, and Northern and
Middle Idaho, and placing Col. Frank Wheaton, Second Infantry, in
command. His headquarters are now at Fort Lapwai, Idaho Territor.v.
The Second Infantry, transferred to this division by orders from the
War Department, arrived at Lewiston, July 29. It at once proceeded,
in accordance with instructions from the department commander, to the
vicinity of t.he Spokane River. The regimeut has since returned, aud
five companies have taken ·station at Fort Lapwai, two near Mop.nt
Idaho, two near the Spokane River Falls, and one at Fort Colville.
The two principal events in the Department of the Uolumbia have
been,
First, the abandonment of Alaska by the military authorities. This
was done under the orders of the Secretary of War of .April 10, 1877,
and the entire command withdrawn on the 14th of .June, 1877, arriv iDg
on the Colnml>ia in time to be used in the operations against the hostile
Nez Perces.
Second, the operations against a portion of the .Nez Perces.
In my last annual report I referred to these Indians, and said:
I ask especial attention to the condition of affairs among a portion of the Nez Perces
Indians, and trust so me suHable measures may be t aken at an early day by the proper
department to adjust them.

This condition was set forth in a papf'r forwarrled by General Howard
to the di \ision !Jeadq uarters, J nne 11,1876, aud forwarded tbeuce to you.
General Howard recommended the creation of a commission to adj~tst
the matter in question. and one was instituted by the Departmen.t of the
Interior, comdsting of D. H.Jerome,esq., General 0. 0. Howard, lJ. 8. A.,
William Stickney, esq., A. C. Barstow, esq., and Maj. H. C. vYood, assistant adjutant-general.
'fbe commission duly made their report, and the following instructions
were given:
DEPARTME:ST OF THE I NTERIOR,

Washington, March 7, 1877.

Sm : I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter dated the 6th instant.,
from the Commissioner of Indian Affa:r!", upon the su~ject of the removal of Joseph's
band of Nez Perces Indians from r.he Wallowa Valley to the Nez Perces reservation in
Idaho, under the control of Agent Monteith.
The recommendation of the Commissioner has the approval of this department, and
I have the honor to request that the commanding officer of the troops in the Wa11owa
Valley be inst.ructed to aid the Indi an Office in effecting the removal of the Indians
named to th Nez Perces agency.
·
Tbe ext.ract from the letter of Agent Monteith mentioned by the Commissioner is
herewith inclo ed .
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES T. GORHAM,
Acting Secretm·y.
The honorable the SECHETARY OF WAR.
DEPARTi\1ENT OF TTIE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFVAIRS,
Washington, D. C., Man;/~ 6,

1 77.
I have th honor to snbmit herewith, for tl1e information of the War Depart
m nt, an xtract copy of a letter from John B. Monteith, United States Indian a(J'ent
for the
z Perces Indians, giving a detailed tatem~nt of his efforts to induce Joseph
IR:
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and his band of f.llowers to abandon the Wallowa Valley and settle upon the Nez
Ptwces reservation in Idaho.
If Joseph can be inducc-d to surrender his ~]aims to.thi~ valley .and settl.e ~1own into
peaceful habit::; upon the Nez Perce::; r eservatwn, by y1eldmg to ~:nm the pn_vllPtre of an
an oual visit of four to six weeks i n the Im-na-ltah Valley for huntlllg and tishwg, I see no
objection to granting such a favor, and have ::;o advi~ed Agent Monteith this c1.ay. T.he
agent bas been advised, however, that Joseph and h1s followers must obta,'I? from lnm
a pass to make this visit, or before absenting themselves from the reservation for any
purpose, and at the same time agree not to mulest settlers in the Imnahah Valley or
interfere with their vested rights.
. I fully concur in the views of Agent Monteith, tha.t steps havii?g been commenced
for the removal of Joseph and his bau<l, he shonld be made to reahze that there ca.u be
no peacfl for him until be yields to this rea.sonable request of tlle government. To
sec ure that end, and to secure it promptly and successfully, I ha.ve the honor t.o recommend that the honorable the Secretary of War be req nested to issue the necessary insrructions to tlle officer in command of the troops wbp were to be sent to occupy the
Wallowa Valley, as contemplated in my report of the 6t.h of January last, upon this
subject, to aid t.his departmt>nt in the execution of snme efficient plan fur their peaceful
removal to the Nez Perces agency.
I ha,.ve the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. Q. SMITH,
Conunissioner.
The honorable the f\ECRETARY OF TI-IE INTERIOL{.
OFFICE INDIAN AGENT
. NEZ PERCES INDIANS,
Lapwai, Idaho, Februm·y 9, 1877. •
Sm: In accordance with instructions contained in d epartment letter, dated January
6, 1877, marked '' L," I notified Joseph o( the wish and p nrpose of the government in
regard to him, llis band, and all bands of roving Indians living off of reservations.
I sent "Reuben," (head chief and brother-in-law of Joseph,) "James Renben,"
(son of Reuben,) "Wbis-tas-ket," (Joseph's father-in-law,) ancl "Captain John" to
Josepll's camp, to talk with him and try to persuade liim and his band to come on the
reserve without any further trouble.
The four Indians named above as messengers to Joseph are Nez Percea, and friends
of Josepll. Tbe first night they spent with him James Reuben informed Joseph and
his people as to the nature of their '\;isit, and of the wish and purpose of the government in regard to him. his band, a r cl ot.h er like bands of roving Indians.
The four reasou ed with and counseled them to come on the reserve without any further oppositiou, and take good farms. Joseph made no reply until the next day,
when he spoke as follows:
"I have been talking to the whites many years about the land in question, and it is
str::tnge tbey cannot un1lerstand me. The couut.r.v tlley claim belonged to my father~
and when he died it was given to me and my people, and I will not leave it until 1
am compelled to.''
.
Others of the Indians expressed themselves in the same manner. "Reuben" tried
hard to persuade them to give up aud co .L e on the reserve, but they persisted in
their refusal.
There were present in the lodge where the council was held about ft>rty Indians,.
and fifteen outside, which is the strength of the band who claim Joseph as their cllief.
There are other bands of Indians living on Salmon and Snake River8, who also
refuse to move to reservations, and will not so remove, probably, until fotcect to do so.
I think, from Joseph's actions, he will not come on the reserve until compelled to. He·
has said so much to the Indians who Lave moved on the reserve, calling them cowat·ds,.
&c., that 'be would be lowering himself in his own estimation, as well as in that of
his immediate followers, did be not make some slww of resistance. By ma.k~lil!g
such resistance, he coulc1 say to the other Indians, "I was overpowered, and did l!hOt
come of my own clloict>," in case lle is foreed ·on the reserve.
When the fonr left them to return to the agency, Joseph and band were rnaki·llllg
preparations to go iut.o the mountains near the" Wallowa" on a hunting excursiolili.
If they conld be induced to come ou the reserve, with the understanding that they
would be allowed to go to the Iru-na-hah four or six weeks annually, for th e purpose· ~rf
hunting anc1 fishing, would the department so agree~ So far as I am aware, thelie al'O
no settlers in that valley-i.e.," Im-na-hah Valley"-and as the only way it can be·
entered is on horseback, over the mounta.ins, I think it will be a long time before any
settlers go there. The Im-na-hall River emptie::; into the Snake River, and is a . gr;ea,t;.
salmon-fishing reAort of the Indians. I think the commissioners who were beB€l1a..'3t
fall would have been willing to have agreed to recommend that said fislling resort ueo
reserved as a fishing-ground for the Indians, had Joseph shown a. willingness k1. c.om.e
on the reserve.
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I have given Joseph until April 1, 1877, to . co~e on tJ:e rese~ve peacea~ly. T~ey
can come one time just as well as at another, bavmg nothmg to bmder them m movmg.
I have gone as far as my instructions of the 6th ultimo will warrant, and now I
respectfully ask for further instructions.
. .
.
If the departrnent intends to compel Joseph to comply w1th Its w1she~, I would reco~
mend that the officer in command of the troops who are to occupy Wallowa Valley, m
the interest of peace, be instructed to call on Joseph and inform him that unless be
goes on the Nez Perces reserve on or before April1, 1877, he will be forced to do so by
the soldiers and also inform him that be must remain on the reserve, not leaving it
without a pass from the agent at Lapwai. This would have a tendency to hurry him
up and show him that the department is in earn-est. If be is allowed to have his own
way this time, it will only make him more stubborn in the future.
I have reserved enough laud for them to locate on, and in the spring they could be
provided with agricultural implements as they need them.
One of the objections that is made by the Indians in question, as well as the Indians
at present on the reserve, is the occupation of so much good land in the Lapwai Valley
by Messrs. ~Caldwell a~d Finley.,.
*
*
· ,.
,.
.
.All of which is respectfully submitted.
Very respectfully,
Hon. J. Q. SMITH,
Commissioner of Indian Ajfai1·s, Washington, D. C.

JOHN B. MONTIETH,
U11ited States Indian Agent.

Respectfully referred to the General of the Army for his views and recommendat"ions.
By order of the Secretary of War.
H. T. CROSBY,
Chi~'f Clerk.
MARCH 8, 1877.
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICI~,
Washington, March 13, 1877.
Official copy respectfully r eferred to Maj. Gen. I. McDowell, commanding Military Division of the Pacific, who will comply with the request of the Secretary of the
Interior, the removal to be conducted by the agents of the Indian Bureau, the military
authorities merely protecting an•l aiding tllem in the execution of their instructions.
By command of General Sherman.
E. D. TOWNHEND,
Adjutant-General.
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,
AND DRPARTMgNT OF CALIFOHNIA,
San .1.0·ancisco, Cal., March 24, 1877.
SIR: I am directed by the division commander to send you; aml I do so her~with, an
offieial copy of a communication dated Marcil 7, 1877, from the Departmeut of the Iuterior to the Secretary of War, tran mitting a copy of a letter, dated the 6th instant, from
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, upou the subj ect of the removal of J nseph's hand
of Nez Perces Indians from the Wallowa Valley to the Nez Perces reservation in Idaho,
nnder the control of Agent Montieth.
Accompanying the letter of the 6th is an extract from Agent Montieth's letter of
February 9, 1 77.
The division commander desires your especial attention to the indorsement on the
foregoing papers, dated Headquarters of the Army, March 13, 1877. This in connection with the orders given yo11 by the General of the Army, dated January 13, 1877,
in transmitting to you, through division headquarters, a copy of a communication
dated the 6th of January, 1 77, from the Commissioner of Indian Afl'airs, relative to the
occupation by the military of the Wallowa Valley, Oregon.
By the order of January 13 given yon by tile General of the .Army, you are to comply with the request of the superintendent of Indian Affairs in the interest of peace.
(The underlining is by the divi ion commander).
By the indorsement of March 13, tile action to be taken by the military is further
qualified a follows:
''The removal to be conducted by the agents of the Indian Bureau, tbe military
authorities merely protecting and aiding tltern in execution of their instructions.'' (The
nnderlioioa i by the divi ion commander.)
The divi ion commander ha~ examined the various papers transmitted from the
headquart r of the Arm. , her mbefore referred to, and it seems to him that the Indian
Bureau anticipate possibl , not to aay probable, resistauce to the demand on Joseph to
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remove to the r~>servation. In fact, the case seems not unlike that of the recent diffic~lty with the Sioux, which res?lted in the war of last year against ~h.o~e Indians.
It is, therefore, of paramount Importance that none of the respons1~1~1ty of any step
which may lead to hostilities shall be initiated by the military authonttes. You are to
occupy Wallowa Valley in the interest of peace. You are to comply with the request of
the Department of the Interior, as set fort,h in the papers sent you, to the extent only
of merely protecting and aiding them in the execution of their instnwtions.
I am further to state, by the order of the division commander, that if, in your judgment, in taking away the cavalry company from Fort Harney, it is not now prudent to
leave the post in charge of the company of infantry, be will send there the company of
cavalry from Camp Bidwell; but as this will make it necessary to send up another
company to replace the latter, and this from a great distance, requiring time and involving t>Xpense, when the amount of the allotment for Army transportation is low,
be wishes to avoid doing so if it is possible.
He desires to hear from you on this point. As this question of the removal of Joseph's
band is a very delicate and important one, the division commander directs that it be
done under your personal direction, if praeticable.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL BRECK,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
To the DEPARTMENT CoMMANDER,
Department of the Columbia, Portland, Oreg•

.A pril14, 1877, the Secretary of the Interior sent to the War Department a copy of a letter of March 9, 1877, from Agent Montieth, detailing
an interview had by him with "Ollicut," Joseph's brother, pertaining to
the removal of the Nez Perces from Wallowa Valley to the Nez Perces
reservation. This was referred, through diYision he{ldquarters, to Headquarte.rs Department of the Uolumbia, indorsed as follows:
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, ADJUTANT-GENERAL's O:vFICE,
Washington, April ~6, 1877.
Official copy respectfully referred to the commanding general Department of the
Columbia, through Headquarters Military Division of the Pacific. The General of the
Army is of the opinion that the Indian Bureau should resolve to remove the Indians
or not according to their interpretat.ion of the treaty, and that the Army should only
aid them to execute the resolve when made.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DrvrsiON OF TIIE PACIFIC,
AND DEPAR'fMI£NT OF CALIFORNIA,
San Fmncisco, May 5, 1877.
Respectfully transmitted tp the commanding officer of the Department of the
Colnmbia.
By command of Major-General McDowell.
.
J. C. KELTON,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.
ADJUTANT-GENL. DIV. PACFIIC.

May 21st, Gener·al Howard telP;grapbed the following as the result,
thus far, of the measures taken in compliance with the foregoing instructions:
PORTLAND; OREGON,
May 21, 1877.
Returned Portland, evening 19th. Non-treaty Nez Perces constrained compliance
wit.h order of government. Thirty days allowed to gather scattered people and
stock. Location on reservation selected and agreed upon. Troops enough left in
vicinity under commander Lapwai to enforce agreement case draw back. Some 500
wanderers from Umalillas and Yakima agencies still roaming-would join hostiles
case outbreak Told them at talk their own seeking government requirement they
go upon reservation. Please ask Agent Wilbur be designated by telegram. Indian
Bnreau co-operate with me for these Indiaus, as Agent Montieth has well doue for
Nez Perces. Wish one head. Will..lur best man every way.

May 22, G~neral Howard made a full report of his action in the mat-
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ter of Joseph's Nez Perces. This report was duly forwarded on its receipt to the headquarters of the Army, June 8, 1877.
.
J nne 15, General Howard reported the commencement of hostilities
by these Indians.
·I am since informed that the immediate cause of this outbreak was
different from that reported, and that instead of being a retaliation for
a murder of one of their number, it was a deliberate act on the part of
some Indian outlaws who had nothing- to gain and all to lose by going
on the reservation, and who "fired'' the Indian heart by deliberate
murders, and thus forced the chiefs ·to go with them. The latter, feeling that they were irretrievably compromised in the eyes of the whites
by the dreadful acts of their people, threw themselves into the conflict,
the commencement of which they had not sanction ~3d.
·
I submit herewith, in addition to Gener<1l Howard's report, copies of
all the telegrams and orders given and received by me bearin~ on the
subsequent operations, marked C.
After Joseph's defeat by General Howard on the 12th of July, there
was no longer any question of other Indians joining the former; and
the operations subsequently were the pursuit of a mere bantlitti, who
certainly displayed great courage, energy, and enterprise, leading their
pursuers many hundreds of miles over a most difficult country, but
who were finally compelled to surrender unconditionally to Colonel
Miles, Fifth Infantry, after a sharp arid sanguinary engagement, on the
30th of September., not far from the British possessions, after all those
who had been engaged in the murders of citizens at the commeucement of hostilities had been killed.
General Howard is now on his way back to his department, with the
troops of his command which he had taken .from it, with the exception
of the cavalry, which had been sent back iu advance.
The General of the Army having recently passed through tbe department, and directed the estaulishment of a new post on the Spokane
Hi ver and tlle strengthening of the garTison of Fort Col ville, tile two
companies of the Second Infantry (.I and H), hereinbefore reported at
camp near Spokane River Falls and the one at Port Colville, were sent
to these stations in compliance with his instructions.
·
On tbe return of the troops under General Howard, it is proposed to
station four (4) cavalry companies at Fort Walla Walla, W. T., and six
(6) companies of tbe Twenty-first Infantry, at Fort Vancouver. Forts
Stevens, Canby, and Townseucl are to be artillery posts; but one (1)
company of the Twenty-first Infantry (C) will be stationed at Fort
Townsend; Company E, (Miller's) Fourth Artillery, which bas been a
long time stlltioned at Fort Stevens, will be retained on its return from
field-service in the Departmeut of Califoruia, for assignment to a station
in t~e barbor of San Francisco.
DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA.

I send herewitll the report of the department commander of tbe De·
partment of Arizona, with its accompauying papers.
l\lueh, if not all, of the friction heretofore existing in tbis department
betwe nits comnJander and his officers and the United States civil and
Territorial officer will, I think, cei:!se with the changes that have been
made ince my la t report.
I ud h rewith, a' bearing on this subject, a copy of a corresponden with th pre · nt go\·ernor of the Territory, marked D.
I am oblig d, at the rbk of ee:.niug importunate, to ag~in say that I
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think the interests of the service require that a post be established.
south of Tucson, as uear tile Mexican frontier as a good. ~ite can be obtained.
After much correspondence and no little misunderstanding between
the company and the military authorities, the South<.>rn Pacific R rtilmacl
Oompany have, under the authority from the War Department, built
their road across the United States military .reservation ·at Fort Yuma,
and over the Colorado River at that place, and are now ruuniug their
trains into Arizona.
1 .send herewith some extracts from reports of various officers, not
that I entirely concur in all th~ views · therein expressed, but because
the su~jects treated upon are of interest, and I think the General of the
Army may the better see them in this way, than to have to search for
them through the reports from which they are taken. ( 1\'L uked E )
I seud, also, the reports of the chief of tile staffs departments at tllese
headquarters.
I ilave the honor to be, very respectfully • .vour obedient Rervant,
.
IHVIN McDO\VELL,
Major Genera.l, Commanding Division and Department.
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL U. S. ARMY,
Washington, D. G.

No.IO.
NoTE.-Report of Brig. Gen. 0. 0. Howard, commanding the Department of the
Columbia, not recei vetl iu time to be priuted iu its proper place.

No. 10. A.-Repo1't of Brig. General 0. 0. Howard of operations against the Nez terces Indians.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBrA,
In thefield, Uamp Ebstein, Henry Lake, Idaho, .August '2-7, 1877.
COLONEL: For the information of General McDowell, and to en~ble him to meu tion
our operations in his annual report, I will furnish such brief account as I can during
an active campaign. I would like the privilege of making a full and connected Hupplementary r ep1)rt embracing operations of other of my troops than those iu thiH
column after my return to my departm ent. Yon already know the steps that we.r\3
taken as required by orders to put renegade Nez Perces and other wandering bauds of
Indians upon their proper reservations.
My efforts in conjunction with Col. E. C. Watkins, the inspector of the Interior
Department, and the Indian agents concerned were apparently completely successful
on June 14th, the date of my arrival at Lapwai.
The Indians belonging to Joseph, from Wallowa, to ·white Birrl, from Salmon River,
and to Looking Glass, .from the Clearwater, were then assembled near Cotton wootl
Creek, on the uorders of the Lapwai Reserve. As they seemed to h :Jsitate at the l:tst
moment to fulfill the promises made to me thirty days before, I directed Capt. Davi(L
Perry, First Cavalry, to send small detachment of men thither to.ouserve and bring back
r epo rt; detachment to start early the 15th. Meanw hile, just at dark, a citizen, Mr. L.
P. Brown, gets a letter to me from Mount Idaho, expressing suspicious of Inuians keeping faith.
Priday, June 15. The detachment having proceeded part of the way, returns at 12
m., with two Indians, much excited. They report four citizens on John Da.y's Creek
killed. Murderers, three or four in number, had rushed into Indians' camp, and talked
excitedly. White Bird mounted his horse, rode around and avowed that the Indians
would not go on the reservation. I then go at once with the reporting Ind.ians to
C!oloo.el Watkins, and Indian .Agent Mou tei th, at Nez Perces agency. After ex<tm i uatwn, It seems to have been a private quarrel, according to Indian story. · Colonel Watkins sends the head chief and Joseph's father-in-law immediately toward Indian camp .
.At 4.30 p. ru., these Indians, with Mr. West and Looking Glass's urother, returned wi ~h
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letters from Mount Idaho, one letter dated 7, the other 8 a. m. the same morning.
These let.ters g•ve detailed accounts of massacres already begun. Captains Pen:s's
(F) and Trimble's (H) companies of the First Cavalry, that were by my direction already
being prepared from first report of outbreak-these being the only cavalry within
reach for the emergency-were dispatched without delay to the scenes of disturbance.
Tbey numbered 99 men. As Captain Perry bad no officer with his company, unless
be took the post quartermaster, Lieutenant Bomns, Lieutenant Tbeller, Twenty-first
Infantry, was detailed to his command. The troops marched all night! found the Indians gone from Cottonwood, so proceeded on to Granu:eville, and thence, after an
hour's rest, through the next night to the bead of White Bird Canon. Ha7ing made
a forced march of upwards of 70 miles, with the loss of two nights' sleep, they came in
sight of the Indian camp, a few miles Lelow in the canon.
Assisted by eleven volunteers from Mount Idaho, Captain Perry proceeds at once to
assault the Indians, that everybody expects are hastening with all speed to cross the
Salmon. Unexpectedly the assault is not successful. The Indi ans turn the left :flank
of the command, and with more than double Perry's numbers force hiw to retire from
his position and to return :fighting all the way to Grangeville. His losses are 33 enlisted men and one commissioned officer, Lieutenant Theller, killfld. This battle occurred, as I !Jave indicated, the 17th of June. I refer to Captain Perry's report for a
(letaileil account of the engage'rnent. More than twenty people on Camas Prairie,
White Bird Creek, and vicinit.y, bad been reported as murdered, accompanied in several cases with horrible outrage, so that the terror and excitement, in the whole communi1y were extreme. This predpitated the encounter, and I have only high commendation for the conduct of Captain Perry and his officers f,;r an effort t.hat deserved
better ret ults. He reruained with his remnant at Grangeville till re-enforced andresupplied. Meantime at 5 p. m., June lfi, I start my aid-de-camp, Lieutenant M. C.
\Vilkinson, to telegraph orders from Walla Walla, W. T., and to send dispatches to
Wallowa by messenger, so as to concentrate at Lewiston a sufficient force to make the
effort successful ueyond doubt against the treacberons bands now combined.
Friday, Jnne 22d, having assembled at Lapwai WIJipple's (L) and Winters'8 (E)
companies of cavalry, that bad marched over 200 miles in 6 da~ s, Pollock's (D), :Eltonbead's (I), Miles' (E), Jocelyn's (B), Haughey's (H) companies of Tweuty-first Infantry, aDd Miller's ComiJany E, of Fourth Artille~·y, armed as iJ)fantry, making an
effective force for the field of 227 men, I deemed it best to take the field at once in
perso n, so as to operate carefully till the remainder of my troops could be concentrated
aucl brought up.
)<'rom the direction the Inclians were taking, and from information, I saw the necessity of interposing ~<orne force at once between the renegade Nez Perces and the Weiser
Indians. This was to be done by organiziug a force at. Boise City under Major Green,
First Ca,alry, and moving it to Wei~:~er River. He was to draw his fotees from Boise
and Harney•ancllooked to General McDowell for re-enforcement from the military division. Bendire's company, First Cavalry, was sent direct from Harney to the Weiser
country and was in position o the 29th of June, in season to effect the object desired.
Tbe other troops, of which I shall hereafter speak, three companies of cava.Iry a.nd
tllree of infantry, were more slowly brought together from grea,t distances, so that
Gnen did nut commence his northward march from Boise until the lOth of Jnly. My
immt-diate command arrives ali Norton'~:> ranch, 43 miles, the 23d of June. Tbe 24th I
f::end Trimble's mall company to re-enforce a few citizen families th at were protectin~
them elve on State Creek by a temporary barricade. I hoped that thi ·• post at State
Creek would check the Indians in that direction, serve to occupy t.heir attention, preventing fnrther outrages there and beyond, while I was moving on tbem more directly.
The 25th I moved my command by two routes to Johnson's ranch, some 4 miles from
the bead of White Bird Calion. The 26th with my whole force I make a reconnaissancA
into the calion aud beyond Captain Perry's bartle-tield.
Captain Page, with some twenty volunteers from Walla Wulla, that harl joined me
at Lapwai, moved along the crest of the mountain-ridge on tLe right of White Bird
Calion, till he came in s ight of the country beyond the Salmon. He discovered and
reported the enemy in force. After burying the dead found on the battle-field
(Perry' ) and in the ravines leading to the rear, we returned to camp.
June ~7th and 2 tb marched to the cro sing of the Salmon, about a mile and a half
above the mouth of White Bird. The second force, Throckmort.·,n's M, Rodney's D,
Bancroft's A, and Morti 's G, compa.nie. of Fourth Artillery, and Burton' C, company
'I w~nty-fir t Infantry, collect d at Lapwai, here joined the advance, making in all an
JfpctiY force of 400 men. In the afternoon Indians charged to the river, a bri k
kirrni. h n u d, after which th y left the vall y for the heights beyond.
T!J 2 th Lieutenant Miller, Fir t Cavalry, is sent with trains to Lapwai for snppli , aml i
cortecl by Captain P .rry's company and Page's volunteer returning
hom . Tb ~~lmon Riv r i at this time bigb and the current very swift, so that 1t
take all da.y of July 1 t to cro s tlJ command. Captain Trimblo gets over oppo ite
hi po ition on • tate reek. The evening of the 29th po itive information is outained
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that Looking Glass, who, with his people, had stood aloof from the hostiles, had been
furnishing re-enforcements to them of at least twenty warriors, and that he proposed
to join them in person with all of his people, the :first favoral>le opportunity.
His grounds for cultivation lay near the month of the south fork of the Clearwater,
supposed to be about 40 miles from our present position. With a. view of preventiug
the completion of this treachery, I sent Captain Whipple, commanding his own and
Winter's companies, and the Gatling guns, with instructions to make a forced march,
surprise and capture this chief and all that belonged to him.
Captain Whipple made the march, finding it at least 10 miles longer than anticipated,
and did not make his attack until next morning. 'Vith a short parley and a brisk
skirmish the Indians escaped. Between six and seven hundred ponies were captured
and the Indian lodges destroyed. The loss of the ponies and the attack unfortunat12ly
bad the effect to give prompt re-enforcement to those who were fighting, and caused me
some disappointment.
Whipple's command the evening of the 1st of July reached Grangeville, where hereceived an order from me to march to Norton's ranch, on the Cottonwood, where Captain Perry's company, returning with supplies, was to join him the 3d.
The object of this movement was to meet, the ~nemy and bold him in check should
he anywhere attempt to recross the Salmon and turn upon my communications, which
he would probably do as soon as I crossed and pursued him, since the report ofBendire's
position kept him from going south, while my troops and those at State Creek hindered
a return on the front and lett.
The 2d of July we ascended the mountain after forming junction with Captain Trimble's command, now consisting of his own company and MeCouville's twenty volunteers.
Another small company of mounted volunteers under Captain Hnnter bad joined me
from the vicinity of Dayton, W. T. The ascent was l>y a blind trail, exceedingly steep
and difficult, and rendering a march of not more than 10 miles equivalent to three times
as much on an ordinarv road.
A heavy rain follow~d by thick clouds so impeded the command that several packmules were killed by rolling down the mountain, and the greater part of two days spent
in completing the ascent. Several ca.ches of Indian supplies werafound about half way
up and destroyed. Abn:ridant Indian trails showed which way the enemy bad gone,
viz, toward our right. The iirst decstinatiop, whether by Canoe Encampment to Snake
· country, or to one of the lower crossings of the Salmon, is yet uncertain. Beside fiuisbing the march the 3d of July, a reconnaissance is made by Lieutenant :Fletcher, my
aid-de-camp, for 10 miles.
The 4th we reached the vicinity of Rocky Calion. Here news is brought me that the
enemy, probal>ly part of his force joit.ing Looking Glass, had recrossed the Salm•.1n
and turned back, crossing my communication l>eyond Norton's; that Captain Whipple
had sent out Lieutenant Rains and ten men in advance of his own reconnaissance on
the. d; that Rains, with the ten l>rave men, had been ambushed and all killed; that
there was also fighting on this day when the couriers left.
I sent Hunter's and McConville's volunteers immediately by the way of Rocky ·
Ca,non to re-enforce Whipple's, now Perry's, command; the latter having reached Cottonwood oue day later than expected.
•
Gaptain Whipple had made a prompt and gallant movement toward Lapwai,
succeeding in bringing in the supplies with Perry's escort in safety, though surrounded
by 300 Indians. It was the next day after the arrival of Captain Perry that 17 citizens (volunteers), having started of their own accord from Mount Idaho to re-enforce
the cavalry, were attacked by the Indians en route, losing their captain and several
men kHled and wounded, not far frCim Norton's. Complaint has been made that onr
troops were slow in goiug to t eir rescue. Captain Perry, whose gallantry at the
White Bird battle is nndenied, bas demanded a court of inquiry. I shall receive the
official reports and the invet~tigation of the court, and will forward them a!:! the best
recmd and jndgment. I may say, however, that reasonable caution under the circumstances, in th~ presence of a superior force of the enemy, was to be expected.
The reason I did not cross my whole force immediately at Rocky Calion was that I
believed from the reports that the enemy was making only a raid, and that his main
camp, with women, children, and plunder, was yet on or near the Snake River.
'£herefore I deemed it l>est, with my toot-men and Trimble's company, to pursue his
main trail.
T~e 5tb of July brought us to Craig's Ferry, where it became evident that all . the
Indtans had passed back and taken the trail toward the Cottonwood, 16 miles distant.
At first I hoped by a prompt crossing to join Perry and throw my whole force upon
the enemy before he conld reach the Clearwater or pass my front to Wallowa, if such
were his intention; but having no l>oats, a raft bad been constructed 1rom the timber
of a cabin near the ferry.
Our first attempt t.be morning of the 6th to cross the river, here a perfect torrent,
lost us our raft, which tumbled clown the rapids at a swift rate, with all on board for
three or four miles.
'
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A.bout this time by Indian couriers I ascertained that the enemy had already passed
from the Cottonwood to the Clearwater, so that my shortest line was to turn back via
White Bird Calion. That evening we again ascended the mountain, making six (6)
miles by dark.
·
.
The evening of the Rtb my head of column bad reached Gra'lgeville. Here McConville who after a visit to Norton's bad escorted the. wounded volunteers to Mouut
Idab'o, reorganized by forming a battalion consis~iog ?~his own, Hunter's, a~<l the
Monnt Idaho companies. He had proposed to me m wntmg to make a reconna1sance
in force toward Kamiah, and now made report.
He said: "vVeoccupy a strong position six (6) miles from Kamiah, on a hill, where we
can see the enemy neai· the Clearwater, three or four miles further from Kamiah."
I resolved upon this information to take Whipple's route to Looking Glass's camp
via Jackson's Bridge, with the hope of taking the enemy in re verse.
Abo ut twenty volunteers were sent directly to McConville, and he was urged to hold
steadily where he was until I could get into position. This h e did until the 11th July,
when the volunteers left·their position and went to Mount Idaho.
The 9th of July {the cavalry from Norton's having joined us the evening before),
I proceeded four ( 4) miles beyond Jackson's Bridge, and here waited one day for the
infantry and artillery, a portion of which was still en 1'0!de from the Salmon. Sev.eral
corupanit's of Miller's and Miles's batalions made a march from the evenmg of "the 9th
to the evening of the lOth of ~8 miles, without halt, being assisted in part by a few
wagons, and rejoined me.
·
The next day, the 11th, we marched from this camp at 7 a. m., following the ridge
between the forks of the Clearwater.
·
About twelve o'clock my aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Fletcher, discovers the enemy in
a fl eep ravine near mouth of Cottonwood Creek.
Numbers of horses and a few Indians are seen. I sent Captain Trimble's company,
accompanied by an aid-de-camp, to watch toward t,he front and righr, while I rode to
t be bluff at the left, and saw plainly the hostiles, who, j udgiog from their motions, had
just discovered our approach.
By one o'clock a howi tzer, maneuvered by Lieutenant Otis, Fourth Artillery, ~nd
two Gatling guns were fil'ing toward the masses of Indians below. They were rnnmng
their horses up the South Pork on both banks near the river, and driving their stouk as
fast as possible beyond our rauge. [n ten miriutes it was impossible to reach them
longer, owing to the craggy mountain shores back of and close by the river border.
My guide, Mr. Chapman, assures me that they can escape only by a canon on my left,
which makes a small angle with the river and leads toward my rear.
.
The next bluff in that direction was beyond a deep and rocky transverse ravme
perpendicular to this cafwn. I in stantly order my howitzer battery aud Gatliug
guns, supported by Winters's cavalry, to go thither with all speed.
·
Around the head of the ravine our distance was over a mile, the enemy having less
than a third to go, so we found him dismounted an d in position already on our approach, beyond the second bluff, wh1le some thirty or forty monnte<l Indians gallope.cl
Jnst beyond range to compass my lt:it. For a few miuntes I feared the result of this
• attempt, when ju~t in time Major Mason, Twenty-first Infantry, department wspectorgeneral, appeart'd close by w ith Burton's company of infant.ry, having anticipated my
order (at every juncture MaJor Mason thus has supplemented ruy efforts). This company deploying to the right enaul ed Winters to take care of his left. Firing now l>ecam~ very bri k. My line was extended to Lbe le ft by the cavalry and to the right by
the mfantry anu artillery battalions, gra.dually refusing my flanks until the whole was
envelop d. Four hundred men held a line of two miies and a half in extent. My roam
pack-trtin had passed by this position. A small tra·n with a few eupplies was on the
road nearer us.
The Indian flankers by their rapid movement struck the rear of the small trai~,
killeu two of the packers, and disabled a couple of mules loaded with howitzer ammumtion. The prompt fire froru Perry's and Whipple's cavalry saved the ammunition nom
capture. I had previou ly sent an· orderly to conduct the trains within my lines; the
fierce on et of +.he Indians requiring greater haste, Lieutenant Wilkinson, aid-de-carnn,
being ent, brought in the trains uuder cover of Rodney'!:! (artillery) and Triml>le'l:l .
(cavalry) companies.
~'he euemy- ruauife ts xtraordinary boldness, planting sharp-shooters at available
P.mo t , makmg charges on foot and on borseuack with all manuer of savage demon tratl o. · . The. e attempts are succe. sfully re is ted at every part of the line. At :3.30 p.m.
a ·pm ·d conn er-chargt:l is made ou the right, down into a ravine, by Companies H,
(H. u~b y' ~.
( Pollo ·k' ) I~ ( 1i1 s'. ), and B (Jocelyn'.), Twenty-first Infantry; A,
and part ot ~ • .l!our h Artill ry, participating. Captain Miles, commanding the infautr,v. battal1on, upport <l by 'aptain ~filler's arLillery l.>attalion led in this charge.
C· ptam Han ·roft, Fourth A.rtill ry, and Li1~ ntenant \Villiams, Twenty-first Infantry,
were wonnd d about thi tim . A number of Indians were killed au<l several wounued
ic tbi · charg ·, ~ n<l the raviul} cleared.
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Captain Miller a little later led a second charge near the center, Burton, Haughey,
Elronhead, and Winters with their companies participating. Lieutenant Wilkinson,
aid-de-camp, by my direction, meanwhile, led a demonstration on the right, using
artillery and infantry and every available man from the cavalry, horse-holders, orderlies, extra-duty men, and train. Lieutenant Fletcher, acting aid-de-camp, also usiJJg
a howitzer at this and at several other times during the battle, did effective service by
lod_ging shells within the enemy's barricade.
Miller's charge gained the ridge in front and secured the disputed ravine near Winters's left. Further spasmodic charges on the left by the enemy were repelled by Perry's
and Whipple's cavalry, dismounted, and Morris's artillery, Company G. Yet a few
Indilln sharp-shooters managed to so aunoy every man who approached the spring, our
water-supply, that in spite of onr successful charges matters were not very bright at
da1 k. During the night stone barricades and rifle-pits were constructed by ourselves and
the enemy. At da.ylight the 12th every available man was on the line. I directed that .
food should be cooked and coffee made at the center and carried to the front, but we had
£rst to get complete possession of our spring, as sufficient water was not secured in the
night. This was executed by Captains Miller and Perry, using: Lieutenant Ot.is's battery, supported by Rodney's company. The sharp-shooters were driven from their hiding plaees and the spring secured against recapture. As soon as every man bad been
provided with food, I directed that the artillery battalion be withdrawn entirel.Y fi·om
the lines, thin though they were already, aud that the lines be held by the infantry
and cavalr.v battalions. It may be rem ern bered that the number of the Indian warriors
alid the number of men that I could put on the line were about eq ual; owing to the
fact that ·w ith us a large number a.re necessarily absorbed in holding the horses aud in
performing extra duty.
Captain Miller wit,hdrew his battalion at about 2.30 p.m. (the time I bad selected),
and was preparing to execute this movement, viz, to push out by the left flauk, piercing the enemy's line just left of the center, eros::; his barric1>ded ravine, then face surldenly to the right and charge, striking the Indian position in reverse, assisting himself
by a howitzer.
As he was about to move, a dust appeared in the distance beyond the Indians' position. Our glasses revealed it as an expected supply-train, escorted by Ca.pt,ain Jackson's company, B, of the First Cavalry. · Immediately the artillery battalion is sent to
meet the new comers. With a little skirmishing and delay of an hour, the train was
brought in, in safety.
Major Keeler, of General McDowell's staff, accnmpani~s the escort and brings us
cheering words from his general. His subsequent generous aid will not be forgotten.
Then at once Captaiu Miller, instead of returning to our position wit.h the train, is
marching slowly in column by the right flank toward us; when just at the right point
be faces quickly to the left, moves steadily for nearly a .mile across our front, and
charges the enemy's position. The usual attempt to dou~le his left is made by the
Indians, wh en a reserved company (Rodney's) in Miller's rear deploys and flanks the
flankers. For a few mmutes there is stubborn resistance at. the enemy's barrieades.
Then the whole line gives way. Immediately the pursuit is taken up by the infantry
and artillery and Winters's cavalry company, dismounted, and tbe remaining cavalry
. as soon as th ey can sad dle and mount. Captain Jackson's company, just arrived, followed the Gatling gun in support at a trot as far as the bluff· overlooking the river.
The howitzers are brought to the same point with Trimble's company and shot and
shell poured into th e retreating mass~s of Indians and ponies.
They are closely pursued through the ravines into the deep calion, thence to the
river, over rocks, down precipices, and along trails almost too steep and craggy to
traver~:~e. The footmen pursued them to the river opposite the Indian ramp. The
. river b~ing too deep and rapid for the men to ford, they here waited for the cavalry
under Captain Perry.
The .cavalry worked Hs way as rapidly as it could from its position on the left
down the rugged mountain steeps to the deep ford, and crossed slowly into the Indian
camp, and was strongly posted beyond it while "the Gatling guns and the howit,zers,
near which I was observing, were doing their best to reach the Indians, who were
fleeing in every direction up the heights to the left of Cot.tonwood Creek and beyond
the Clearwater.
At this time (about 5 p. m.), I was following np the movement, descending a steep
trail, when about half way down the mountain side I discovered a number of the
warriors appar"'ntly ret urning toward their camp from tbe Cottonwood ravine, at
least 3 miles from .us. I warned Captain Perry, and directed him to immediately carry
over the foo t -men with his horses.
While doing this, time was consumed, and the Indians bad turned eastward, crossed
the Cottonwood Calion, and under cover of a transver~:~e ravine got well in advance of
us, so that I concluded to postpone further pursuit until the next morning.
:rbe Iudian camp abandoned in b~ste had t?eir lodges st~ll standing filled with their
effects, blankets, buffalo-robes, cookmg utenslls (food ~ookmg on the fire), flour, jerked

.,
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beef, and plunder of all descriptions. The wounded and dead horses showeo that our
artillery had reached their camp. I reported at the time fifteen Indians killed and a
large number wounded.
After that, 8 dead were found on their trail, of those who died from mortaL wounds,
making for this batt.le 23 warriors killed ; and there were at least twice as many
wounded. Twenty-three prisoners, warriors, and 17 women and children were subsequeutly secured in the pursuit. Our loss was 2 officers and 22 enlisted men wounded,
and 13 killed.
I have denominated this battle of the 11 tb and 12th of July as the "Battle of the
South Fork of the Clearwater." The Nez Perces fought with skill and the utmost
obstinacy. Their numbers were abont 300 warriors, aided by their women, who formerl
for them a substantial reserve. My force engaged amounted, in effectives, to 400.
The conduct of om· troops, officers and men, dnriug this battle, could not have been better. No man was seen to leave his post of duty from alarm, and the movements
were spirited and confident throughout.
.
The 13th, as soon as the battery could be brought down from the trail where it was
obstructed and left at dark the evening before, the pursuit was resumed by all the
tr()ops, except Winters's company, which was to :finish burying the dead and escort the
wounded to Grangeville. As soon as we reach the heights above Kamiah, we see t.hat
the enemy's families, their stock and effects, are mostly across the Clearwater, about a
mile above the ferry. We press down the trail as rapidly as possible, and move the
ad\'ance in two columns at a trot to the place of crossing, Captain J o~;ckson's company
leading on the left road, and the rest of the cavalry on the right. When Jackson
reached the river, the last warrior had gotten over and well up the other bank.
The Gatling gnus a nd musketry were used . profusely from our side, but with little
apparent effect, except to increase the rapidity of the enemy's retreat. As Perry's anJ.
Whipple's cavalr,v were passing a high bluff, which was beyond the river, a brisk fire
was opened by tue enemy for a few minntes, throwing this cavalry into considerable
confusion for a time, but with nut loss. We learned that the enemy had inteuclecl from
behind barricades aud natura.} cover to meet us near the river, but our resolute and
rapid approach, after their defeat the clay befora, they could not withstand; so they
jumped upon their skin rafts, already overloaded, and swam over, occasioning the loss
of many of the supplies which their women had saved and brought off from their camp
the day before. Oue enlisted man, only, was slightly wounded in the skirmish at the
river.
The 14th was spent in reconnoitering. The 15th I started a column of cavalry with
irtention of ascending the heights to the rear, as if en 1·oute to Lapwai, to move 20
miles down tb~ Clearwater to Dunn well's Ferry, and crossing there, to attempt to gam
the trail to the rear of the Indians, as the~· were encamping in plain sight, not more
than 4 miles from Kamiah. I had not proceeded more than 6 miles before the Inuians
bel{ an their retreat in good earnest along the Lo Lo trail. Therefore, leaving Captain
JackHon with his company aucl a few volunteers who had just returned to me, to watch
Dunn well's J?erry, I returned to Kamiah and prepared at once to move my entire command over the river.
·
My own return was hastened ,by a request, said to be sent in from Joseph, asking on
what terms he could surrender. While I was talking with his messenger, not far from
the river, a shot was :fit·ecl from the enemy upon our picket near by. The messenger
himself and his family and some others subsequently surrendered, but not Joseph.
It was doubtless a ruse to delay our movements, but it did not affect them.
The 17th I sent Major Mason, of my staff, in command of the cavalry, Indian scouts,
and McUouville's volunteers, to pursue the hostiles for two marches. The trail is
exceedingly difficult, and passes mostly over wooded mountains, the woods being
filled with fallen timber. This enables the Indians to form ambuscades with ease.
Major Mason followed the enemy to within 3 miles of O ro Fino Creek; his scouts ran
into the enemy's rear guard. Three of them were disarmed, and 1 wounded and 1
killed. One of the enemy was killed, and 2 pack-animals captured. Having accompl_i bed, ash believed, the object of his movement, and finding the trail unfit for _action
wtth the cavalry, where a small rear guard could easily throw them into confusiOn, he
concluded it w ise to return, so that, at a. m. the 18th, the pursuing column returned
to Kamiah. This really ended the campaign within the limits of my department.
I count orne of the results as follows:
_Fir t. From Pe~ry' bat!le, 1i~h June, aU murders of citizens by the Indians immedmt ly cea e, the1r attentiou bemg fnlly occupied by the troops.
econrl. The bo .. tile are kept in cousrant motion. They are prevented from going
southward; forced from tbe country between the Salmon aucl the ::inake; their treacherou allie under L oking Glass defeated, and lodges destroyed, and 600 ponies captured.
'Fhird. They are anticipated in their plans at Cottonwoou, met by troop at every
po1nt, and finally, by our forced marching on inner lines. brouO'ht
to battle and de0
feated with lo .
·
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Fourth. They are then immediately pursued, and faintly attempt to make a stand at
Kamiah, on our side of the river, but again are driven, with loss of provisions and
morale.
·
Fifth. They are then pressed beyond the river along the Lo Lo trail, their fightingforce having been reduced at least one-third, till it is certain that the main body of the
murderons ho&tiles have departed for the "buffalo country" and the Department of the
Colrimbia freed from their presence.
.
·This completes the first period of the campaign against the hostile Nez Perces.
SECOND

PERIOD.-l?ampaign without the Depa1'tment.

M:v first plan, which I commenced the morning of July 19 to execute, was to leave a.
small garrison at Kamiah, proceed with my figh t.ing-force by the way of the Mullan road
to Missoula, Mont., picking up twenty days' supplies at Lewiston en t·oute. I believed
that Major Green with his Boise force would arrive within a week, ano sufficiently
guard Camas Prairie aud n~ighboring country against any small scouting partiPs
that the hostiles might have left behind, and I knew, further, that Colonel Wheaton's
regiment (Second Infantry) would reach Lewiston in season to keep evnyth ing quiet
to t.he north and west among the discontented renegades of other trib.- s. I was half-way
to Cold Spring with the cavalry-artillery and infantry being already there-when
mes:sages came to me from Colonel Watkins and Mr. Monteith, the Indian inspector
and agent, that the Indians were turning back toward Kamiah; and soon after from
the Hon. S. S. Fenn, that parties of Indians were burning bonses along the North Pork
of Clearwater; and from Captain 'fbrockmoJton, commanding at Kamiah, tbat they
-wero threatening his position; a little later from James Sawyer, bead chief of the Kamiabs, that several hundred of his people's ponies had just been stolen by. the hostileB.
I now know that the alarm was occasioned by a small observing party that bad followed our cavalry on its return from the Lo Lo t.rail~ and that the only mischief done
by them was the stealing t:~ome of the Kamiah Indians' horses. But at the time, the
excitement was too real to admit of my leaving the vicinity, till Green or Wheaton
shonld arrive. I moved my command to Croesdale's farm on Camas Prairie, a point
about t-quidistant from Norton's at the Cottonwoorl, from Rocky Cafwn on the Salmon, from Mount Idaho, aud from the forks of the Clearwater, and only 16 miles from
Kamiah here I waited gathering in my snpplies.
Having modified my plan, I embodi1:1d it in General Field Orders No. 3, as follows:
''HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMniA, IN THE FIF:LD,
'
"Cam.p A. Sully, Idaho T., July ~3, 1877.

[General Field Orders No. 3.1

"I. The hostile Indians, according to the lates~ information, having retreated.via the
Lo Lo trail toward Montana Territory, leaving but. a few families, supposably concealed
in the rocky fastnesses of the Snake and Salmon Rivers country, it is directed" That two columns and a reserve t:~hall operate as follows:
"A. The right column, personally commanded by t.be department commander, consisting of the uattalion of arti1lery under command of Capt. Marcus P. Miller, ];,,1nrth
Artillery, the battalion of infantry commanded by Capt. Evan Miles, 'l'went.v-tirst
Iufant.ry, and a battalion of four companies of cavalry under comm:wd of Maj. George
B. Sanford, l<,irst Cavalry, will immediately upon the arrival of Major Gree11'1:1 force
from Boi:'e, enter upon direct pursuit of the Iudiaus over the Lo Lo trail. Objective
point, Missoula City, Mont.
"B. The left colnmn, commanded by Cnl. Frank 'Vheaton, Se~ond Infantry, consisting of his force of infantry, increased by a L>attalion of cavalry to be comuHtuded by
Col. Cn vier G ~ over. First Cavalry, and composed as follows, viz:
"Companies l!' (Perry's) and H (Tr·imhle's), Fir·st Cavalry, aud two companies (200)
of Washington Territory Mou tHed Volunteer:3 will proceed north warcl by ·w av of
Hangman's Creek and Cceur d'Alene Mission. Oujective point, Missoula City, Mont.
The design of this column will ue:
·
'' 1. A co-operation with the right column; frequent communications to be kept up by
means of reliable couriers via the reserve column near Mount ldaho.
"2. By overawing malcontent Indians, or occupying their attention to prevent any
re-enforcements of the hostile Indians, and shoul4 the latter attempt to return through
the Ccenr d'Alene country, to engage them.
"3. To quiet the fears and apprehensions of the settlers, that they may return to their
peaceful pursuits.
"4. A cordial co-operation with the officials of the Interior Department in their endeavor to settle disputes and contr·oversies between so-called friendly Indians and
settlers.
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"Colonel Wllf'aton will, as soon a.s pract'cable, furnish the commanding officer or
Fort Lapwai, Idaho, wit.h a small detachm ent of ten or :fifteen men, and will leave a
guard at Le"·iston snffieient to protect the main depot.
"Finall.v, recent indications of a recoucentra.tion of fugitive hostile Indians on the
Lo Lo trail haviug altered tlw department commander's original intention of pursuing
the northern rontein pen;;on, he de~ires that the commander of the left column exerci~e
the greatest caution in the anticipation and prevention of complicatiom; tenrling to
cause an increase of allies, either direct or indirect, to those Indians now acmally at
w~
.
"C. The reserve column will be commanded by Maj. John Green, First Cavalry, and
will consist of the troops from Boise, excepting the cavalry designated to accompany
tlle right column, increased by L Company (Whipple's) and E Company (Winters's,)
First Cavalry, and a body of Warm Spring Indi an scouts.
'' Mlljor Green wiJl locate his main force ator near Croesdale's farm, Cotton wood Creek,
protecting with at least ooe company and two pieces of artillery the subdepot at
Kamiah, and maintaining a small outpost at Mount Idaho as a nucleus for the Mount
Idaho and Grangeville Volunt.eers. He will closely watch, by meam of scouting-parties
and patrols. the crossings of the South Fork of the Clearwater River·and Salmo n River,
e. g., the forks, Kamiah, Dunn well's Ferry, &c., on the former, and White Bird Creek,
Rocky Canon, &c., on the latter. The country uetween the Salmon and Snake Rivers,
and ueyond the forks of the South Fork of Clearwater River, will be thoroughly aud
coustantly sconred by scouting-parties, its most hidden recesses probed by the Warm
Spring Indians, and any scouts, little parties, or hiding families left by the Jwstile Indians, be captured and brought in. Major Green will forward promptly commuuications between t.he operating columns.
"II. The right column will move well across the South Fork of the Clearwater River,
so as to be ready to take its departure from the w·ey-ipe Monday, the 30th instaut.
Colonel w·heatou will enc1eavor to make the mo,-ement of the left column north warrl
as nearly simultaneous with the movement of the right column as possible. It is desiraule that any necessary delay in the left column take place as far northward (near
the Ccenr d'Alene country) as possible.
"Each colnmn will be supplied with 20 days' sm::~.Jl rations, and will take with it a
herd of as wany steer!:! as uecessary. As a general rule furage will not be carried, lmt
will be obtained en 1·oute.
'·III. The Lewiston depot is designated as the main depot for the army in the :fie1d.
The general staff will keep it well furnished with at l e~stthree months' supplies in advance.
'·By command of Brigadier-General Howard.
" R. H. FLETCHER,
"Fi1·st Lieutenant Twenty-first Infantry, A . A. D. C."
In execution of this order my movement commences Thursday, the 26th of July,
:first march being to Kamiah.
·
The 28th, with McConville's eighteen volunteers, while tho right colnmn is assembling
and crossing the river, I make a personal reconnai.ssauce to the Little Camas Prairie,
11 miles distant, a nd find no signs of the families of the hostile Indians suspected to
l!e there. After this reconnaissance the volunteers return home. During my absence,
M;tjor anford , Fir~t Cavalry, n.rrives at Kamiah, with Benrlire's, (K), Carr's (I), and
Wagner's (C) companieR. (This is the :first appearance of Major Green's troops.) The
~9th of July is spent in crossing the cavalry and supplies and completing the preparations or the movement over the Lo Lo trail.
The 30th (Mouda,v), the march beyond the Clearwater commences. A heavy and
continuous rain renders the mountainous trail slippery and exceedingly difficult. The
trail tuns for the most part throngh pine forest~;, with thick underbrush anr1 fallen
timber. There are occasional openings. At the Camas Prairie (the Wey-ipe) there is
grazing and good water. Here we encamp, having made 16 miles.
The 31st, the weather is clear, the trail narrow and difficult uom fallen timber and
miry bog-boles. At our camp we had fair grazing.
During Augn t 1, 2, :3, a11d 4 our way is DJade tbrongh a rough wildernes~, for
the mo t part along what is called a ''divide," or narrow and windiug crest., wllere
v. e find carcely gra enough to kPep our animals alive. During the 4th, I am met by
two m engers that I bad sent ten days before from my camp at Croesdale's farm to
Mi oula. They ben.r to me a me sage from Captain Rawn, Seventh Infantry, saying
that th Indian . bad been p rmitted to pas through the Lo Lo Cafion, and were moving
slowly up the B1tt r Root Valley, and that Colonel Gibbon was expected at Mi soula
imm diat ly. 'fbis di patch determines me to divide my command, with the hope of
forming junction with Gibbon earlier than I conld with the whole.
u 11 t 5, march the cavalry 21 miles, camping after dark at another fork of the
Cl arwat r, wber tb rc is not a particle of food for the animals.
·
Before breakfa tiug the 6th, the command moves at dawn till grass is reached at
th~
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Summit Prairie. After grazing for a few honrs, we push on to Hot Springs. where we
met a messenger from Colonel Gibbon himself. He had left Missoula the 4t.b, and was
in pursuit of the hostiles. He wishes, if possible, I get to him a hundred cavalry. The
same night I dispatch two couriers to l et Colonel Gibbon know that I am making the
lougest possible marches with my cavalry, and will press it in person, briuging him
two hundred instead of oue.
The 7th, from Hot. Spriugs, I send an aid.de-camp ahead to Missoula, to secure forage
and other supplies, and have them meet us at the mouth of the Lo Lo Fork of the Bitter
Root, so that there shall be no delay in the march. This day the trail is found to be
even more trying to the animals than before, but we came at the end of 22 miles out
of the timber and mountain trail into excellent graziug.
August 8, leaving the camp by dawn, we soon reach Captain Rawn's fortifications,
now vacant, in the Lo Lo Canon, and are shown· by a cftizen where the Indians
ascended the heights on his right and passed his flank without) hinderance. He had
about twenty-five regular troops, with about two h nndred voluuteers.
It seems that the Indians really negotiated their way by promising the citizens that
they would do them no harm if permitted to pass by unmolested. Captain Rnwn thought
it wiser under the circumstances, to let them go than attempt a fight, which he fearecl
would be dil'\astrous. The position was a very strong one, and it is to be regretted
that the Indians could not have been met and driven back upon me. It was with a
hope of such a result that · I bad sent dispatches in ad \'ance as soon as the Indians
started upon the Lo Lo trail. In truth, I should have been in MiE.floula uy the northern
route in season had I not been detained by the reports of the return of the hostiles after
they had startec1. for Montana. This day our snpplies met us as provided, and we succeeded in making a march upon good roads of 34 miles.
The 9th we proceeded up the Bitter Root Valley, making a littl e over 20 miles, the
cavalry horses being too weak to go farther. We got word from some citizens returning concerning Gibbon's progress. He had passed beyond Hoss's Hole and was making
rapidly in wagons for Big Hole Valley in close pursuit.
The morniug of the lOth, feeling very anxious to form junction with Gibbon or commnnicate witb him, I have ~0 of tbe best horses picked out, 5 from each company, under
command of Lieutenant Bacon, First Cavalry, anrl take this detachment with the Indian scouts, 17 in number, as escort, and ride all day from 4 a.m., generally at a trot,
making at sundown 53 miles; the last lfl miles was over the Rocky Mountain divide.
Here I found myself from 15 to 18 miles from Colonel Gibbon's position. Seven volunteers who had left after his battle met us on th e road jn»t before we encamped,
and give a f t!I:II'ful picture of matters at the front.. They report that Colonel Gibbon had
been successful at first in yesterday's battle, but .that r,be enemy had rallied and driven
him into a dangerous positi0 ·1, t aking his artillery, cut off his supplies, aud killed f!,ud
wounded more than half of his forc!:l, including all of his officers bnt one, and that he
was in distress, without blankets or food or a medical officer. I knew that men escaping from the field invariably exaggera.t.e the horrors of a battle, and made rl ue allowance
on this account for thei r stories.· Yet I was 'intensely anxious for Gibbon's command
till I came in sight of it, between nine and ten the next day. His wagons were near
his fortified camp, his men were bathing and washing rheir clothes at the creek, and
the horses grazing quietly in the bottom. There was no sign of an enemy in the .v icinity.
On reaching his position, which was on a wooded point just above the willow bottom, we
fonnd Colonel Gibbon's command, covered by small barricades, with many wounded, including Colonel Gibbon himself, but all cheerful and confident as troops are wont to be
who have remained in position and slept on tbe fiflld of battle. They had saved their supplies at the reserve camp, excepting al)()ut 2,000 rounrls of ammuuition captured while en
?'Onte to tbe front. After his first successful assault at dawn on the 9th, Colonel Gibbon
bad withdrawn to this point, and bad been very much annoyed by Indian sharp-shooters
posted in favorable positions above and beyond him, some of them being between him and
his supply-camp. When in this condition, the ev f' ning of the 9th, Sergeant Sutherland,
Company B, First Cavalry, whom I had sent from Hot Springs, Lo Lo trail, reached him
and reported that I was coming. Colonel Gibbon said this gave them great encouragement and the men cheered. Ahead of us, during the last 10 or 12 miles, the fresh moccasin-tracks of an Indian scout indicated that the hostiles were apprised of my approach
so that though we were not permitted to participate in the battle, which eviuently did
the Indians much damage, yet our extraordinary marches and early approach were not
lost, for the Indians bad abandoned their apparent advantage and left Colonel Gibbon's position at eleven o'clock the night before our arrival. When I met the seven
volunteers from Gibbon's battle, the evening of the lOtb, a messenger was immediately dispatcbe~ who we!lt Lack 40 miles to order forward the cavalry. A messenger
from Colonel G1bbon's supply-camp was sent me by Sergeant Sutherland, who, ta.kin()'
another route, passed on to my camp wit.bout meeting me. Major Mason, in cbartr:
send~ back to the infantry, at least two marches in rear, to hasten forward, and n10~e~
on with the cavalry, coming up on the afternoon of the 12th. Colonel Gibhon had also
sent a dispatch, begging that a medical officer be sent to him. This dispatch also
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passed me by en 1·oute. Surgeon C. T. Ale_x ander an~ Assi~tant Surgeon Fit.zgerald,
being present with the cavalry, made the nde of 53 miles wit-hout rest, reachwg G b.
bon'M ca9Jp ten hours .before the command. They were thanked by the colonel for the
prompt, effective, and generous aid which they rendered to more than 30 wounded
officers and men.
The next day, the 13th of August, Colonel. ~ibbon 1 with the wounded 1, star~s for Deer
Lodge, detailing to accompany my cavalry fifty of h1s command under Captam Brownhw Seventh Infantry. Hoping to overtake the enemy before he gets beyond the Big
Hgle Valley, I engage to permit this c?mpany to return home from Bannack ~ity, ?O
miles distant. I march 23 miles and pit.ch camp, and here I am overtaken by Captam
Wells's anti Lieutenant Humphrey'H companies, fifty strong, in wagons. A courier arrives from Horse Prairie with the story tha.t eight men had been murdered near the
bead of that valley the night before; that the enemy, instead of passing near Bannack
City, bad left;. the Big Hole country by a pass to Horse Prairie, farther to the right,
called Bloody Dick Canon.
.
From my full couvict.ion that the Indians were working toward their old haunts in
the Buffalo country, and were only deviatiug to bliud our pursuit and get supplies for
themselves undisturbed by large settlements, I resolved to head them off by pushing
to their left first at some point along the stage-road from Deer Lodge to Corinne or
at Henry Lake; so, in that view, I determine to continue my march through Bannack.
·
·
Tuesday, the 14th, we march 25 miles. More messengers arrive from Horse Prairie,
bearing a letter from Sheriff Bray. The Indians left the head of Horse Prairie, bearmg
to the right, aud went directly through the Stephenson's Canon pass toward the junction in Leuchi Valley. A few ho~:~tile raiders having secured some 200 horses from
Horse Prairie; also some straggling parties were reported as at the head of the prairie
aud moving as if to return to Bloody Dick Canon, and, being so near the Indians, I
determined to retain Cap1 ain Browning's command a little while longer. On the 15th,
sending Lieutenant Adams, First Cavalry, ahead to secure supplies and forward th .. m
to the camp, we leave Bannack City a little to onr left, and march on to Barrett's
ranch. A message from Colonel Shoup, of the volunteers, shows that the Indians have
enveloped the tem !Jorary fort ifications at the junction, Lemhi Valley, which contai• s
some forty people, and that he himself with some sixt.y Bannack volunteers had reconnoitered their camp and found them too strong for him. The Indian camp was situated west of the junction, and Colonel Shoup, with his men, was near Fort Lemhi. I
was urgecl by everybody I met from Lemhi and Horse Prairie to go straight to Lemhi,
and by Colonel Shoup to take my way by the fort. But with the same conviction as
ever, I knew that my pursuit ofthem by a stern-chase would be hopeless, should I a.;tempt to do this. Yet, for fear that they might murder more people before leaving
Lemhi Valley, I agreed to try and intercept the;n by a trail that would put me east of
their position. In the night I was relieved of my embarrassment by another courier,
bearing intelligence that the Indians had moved rapidly eastward in the direction of
Birch Creek, agreeing with the people of the fortifications not to harm them. Therefore, on the 16th, I continue my march for the stage-road, hoping to reach the point
where the Indians will cross it before they can, whether they emerge by Sheep Creek
basin or Medicine Lodge. Two companies of volunteers, Captains ::;tewart and Clarke,
bad joined me the day before at Horse Prairie. As I was moving this morning a courier comes up, bringing a note from Captain Clarke, which states that these companies
have resolved to make two days' march into Medicine Lodge Valley and then retnru
home.
I immediately send an aid, Lie_n t. C. E. S. Wood, to explain my movement, and to
show them that theirs will be likely to result as a eli version in favor of the enemy, and
request that they move near my right flank, watching all approaclles fro::n the right.
They con ·iller the matter, and for some reason return home. vVe encamp at Red Rock
stage-station.
On the 17th, the march is continued for23 miles to Junction Station. Captain Browning, with his command, having been detached, sets ont for Deer Lodge. As soon as
we are eucamped, Major Sanford, commanding the cavalry, selects forty (40) cavalrymen who bad horses in the best condition of any in the battalion, and details Lieut.
eorge R. Bacon, Fir t Cavalry, to command thHm. I send this picked force, increased
by the Indian scout under tbeir captain, Mr. Orlando Robbins, with instructions to set
out at midnight, and proceed by Red Rock Lake to Mynbold's Pass, near Henry Lake,
with a view of intercepting and hindering the Iudians should they come in that
dire ·tion, or of procuring and transmitting to me early information of value.
Thi exp clition was re olutely unrlertaken. WI.Iile at the Junction, another compa~y of volunteer , under Captain Calloway, arrives from Virginia City, Montana, and
go mto camp .
. While here I am vi ited by the superintendent of the stage-road, Mr. Salisbury, who
mform m that, the tage-line has been interrupted, and that Iudians have already
been een beyond the ry Creek Station. Several citizen-scouts, with Mr. Charles
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Carlton, are sent to Pleasant Valley, and beyond, to watch the enemy. During the
night another agent of the road, Mr. Pollinger, rides back in h aste from Pleasant Valley, bringing an urgent dispatch from Mr. Salisbury as to the condition of things at the
front.
·
·
I had not quite determined at this time whether to push my main column down the
road with the risk of the Indians getting past me, they having the shorter line, or to
send it to Henry Lake by the trail north of the divide. On the morning of the Hlth
I delay my command in camp, hoping to give the animals rest and grazing, till three
in the afternoon, but go forward myself to Pleasant Valley. While on the road my
scouts bring me word that th(/ Indians are in force near Dry Creek Station, and that
they all have not yet crossed the road, and that turning off at that station is the l;>est
possible road to Henry Lake. Upon this information I sent for my command at once,
and it is moved forw ard with the utmost rapidity to Dry Creek Station, the rear of
the column not getting into camp until 10 p. m. Captain Norwood, with his Company, L of the Second Cavalry, who had overtaken my command in the morning before it marched, encamped at the same point with us. Part of the volunteers returned
home from the Junction, and the remainder came up to Pleasant Valley and staid
there that night. Here .j:..ieutenant Benson joins, having been sent forward by Colonel Gibbon with instructions to organize the volunteers and head off the Indians before they shall emerge from Medicine Lodge; but as I had anticipated the movement,
and as the majority of the volunteers had already returned home, be asked to be assigned to duty, and was sent as a lieutenant to Captain Norwood. The next day;
Sunday, the 19th, we leave the stage-line and take the road to our left, soon coming
into the large Indian trail.
The comma.nd makes camp 18 miles distant, just across the Camas Meadows, quite
early in the afternoon, and take up a very strong natural position on the first elevated
ground which overlooks the meadows toward the west and some lava-beds toward the
north and east. The cavalry was posted in line of battle oovering the camp; the
infantry in reserve near the creek, antl great pains taken by my inspector, Maj. E. C.
Mason, Twenty-first Infantry, to cover· the camp with pickets in every direction. Before night every animal was brought within, the horses tied to the picket-ropes, the
animals with the few wagons to their wagons, and the bell-mares of the pack-trains
were bobbled. Captain Calloway's volunteers came up and encamped about one hundred yards from me, across a creek. They are between two streams of water whose
banks were fringed by thickets of willows. Two or three lndia ·1s were seen by one of
our scoutP just before night, but as this was an ordinary occurrence, it excited little
notice. An unusual feeling of security pervaded the camp. My command, with Lieutenant Bacon's detachment absent, did not at this time exceed in effecti v.eness .one
hundred cavalry and :fifty infantry. This was, however, sufficient for any defensive
purpose. The enemy were encamped 16 or 18 miles farther on toward Henry Lake.
They started, as we subsequently learned, before sunset on Sunday evening, and rode
back to our position and worked themselves carefully around our camp, sending into
the herd a few skillful men.
When everything was in readiness a column of fours, so much like one of our companies in movement as to deceive in the night, approached, at a walk, the picket-line
along the road; the column is challenged, bnt not giving satisfactory answtr, the
picke1 fires; then immediately there is firing from every quarter. The citizens' camp is
near this approach, antl many of their horses break away, all the mules between the
two creeks are easily btampeded, and a rush is made for the other animals. · Our men
are quickly dressed antl in position, our horses at the picket-ropes; the mules with
Norwood's company, most of the animals at the wagons, and at least half of the horses
of the volunteer company are saved; but the enemy escaped in the darkness with
some 150 pack-animals and horses. Thou a h there was considerable firiog, some of the
bullets striking the wagons, yet fortunately but one man of the command was hit, and
he only slightly wounded. In a few minutes, as soon as I was informed of whal had
resulted, I ordered Major Sanford to have the cavalry saddle np at once and to move
out just as soon as it was light enough to see, and to attempt to recover the lost ani·
mal!:!. Carr's, Norwood's, and Jackson's companies galloped out a few minutes later,
accompanied by Major Sanford in command. The moving column of Indians and ani·
mals could then just be discovered four or five miles away. I remained to organize the
remaining troops against an attack still possible. Tlie cavalry succeeded in striking
the escaping herd, and at first recovered at least half; but many, made wild by the
charge and the firing, ran to the enemy. The Indians had hastily prepared defenses
behind some rocks, so as to envelop our head of column at least eight miles from our
camp. As Captain Carr, in the arlvance, charged upon the Indians who were drivin<P
the mules, his company received the sudden :fire from this position. This checked ou~
onward movement. Norwood and Carr went into position nearly abreast of each
other, while Jackson with his company came up on the right. Now the skirmish be·
. c:;trne q.mte general. . Sanford's left was turned by a considerable foree, and, to protect
h1mself, he ordered h1s men to draw back. Soon his right was also turned and threatened, so that there was danger of his being cut off from:camp ; therefore he hastened
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to retire from an untenable position. Captain Norwood began to fulfill the order simultaneously with the rest, when, finding himself pressed too bard to do it with safety, he
selected a defensive position and remained, repelling the enemy from every side. As I
received word at camp of the position of affairs at the front, I took Captain Wells's company of infantry and Wagner's company of caYalry, and one howitzer under Lieutenant
Otis, Fourth Art.illery, and pushed forward till I came up with Sanford's line. Reorganizing it, with the infantry on the right, we moved slowly forward till we came to
Norwood 's position, wherefor a time he bad really been cut off from the rest of the troops.
In the engagement, Lieutenant Benson, serving with him, and 5 enlisted men of his
company were wounded. One enlisted mau of Jackson's company was killed and one
of Carr's wounded. As I am not prepared to push the pursu it farther at this time, we
return to camp, arriving about 3 p. m. The battalions of infantry and artillery overtake me in the evening about 7 o'clock. They had that day made the extraordinary
march of forty-six miles, by alternating in the use of wagons. They were stimulated
to this activit.y by hearing of the attack upon my advance.
The 21st, the command advances eighteen miles, the wounded, escorted by the volunteer~, taking the road to the rear by the way of Dry Creek to Virginia City (five of
the volunteers, however, accompanied me on the march as far as Henry Lake). During the day's march we were overtaken by several Bannock Indians from Fort Hall,
followed in the night by Captain Bainbridge, Fourteenth Infantry, with more Indian
scouts, increasing the number to fifty. These, he told us, were sent by direction of
General Crook to report to me and assist me against the hostiles. The scouts were
under the immediate charge of Mr. Fisher, Captain Bainbridge merdy coming to
see them safely under my command.
Next day we make:a long march, and camp on the North Fork of the Snake River in
a glade closely hemmed in by the thick woods. The Indians were supposed to be near
by, and there were rumors of another attempt at a night attack, which kept the commaud on the qui vive and prevented the usual rest. I resolved to make one more
effort to overtake and ·attack the hostiles before t hey got beyond Henry Lake, so that
we were up at 2 a.m., and on the road before dawn. By 8 a. m. our Indian scouts, with
the column following in sight, bad reached the Tacbee Pass, through which the road
runs to' the National Park. The hostiles had camped at this point, but were already
gone. The Tachee Pass is about two miles east of Henry Lake. Being necessitated to
obtain supplies of every kind, I delayed my main command in this vicinity for four
days, sendmg, however, Cushing, Field, and Norwood immediately, via Fort Ellis, to
operate from the Crow agency, and keeping the Indian scouts constantly in the neighl;>orhood of the hostile Indians to determine and report the directions they might take,
and annoy them by capturing their stock if opportunity offered.
SUMMARY.

The infantry and artillery have met the enemy four times.
1st. Skirmish upon the Salmon. The Indians were acr~ss the river and retreated
after the skirmish. Date, June 28, 1877.
2d. General engagement; battle of the Clearwater. Date, July 11 and 12, 1877.
3d. Skirmish at. crossing of Clearwater at Kamiah . Date, July 13, 1877.
4th . Night attack upon our camp at Camas Meadows. Date, August 20, 1877.
'fhe cavalry bas engaged the enemy nine times:
1st. Captain Perry's engagement, June 17, 1877; White Bird Calion.
2d. Capt ain Whipple's skirmish with Looking Glass, July 1, 1877, at Forks of Clearwater.
3d. Skirmish of J nly 3, 1877, near Cotton wood Creek.
4th. Skirmi h of July 4, 1877, at Norton's Ranch.
5th. Skirmish at the Wey-ipe, July 17, 1877. ·
Sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth were in conjunction with the infantry and artillery,
as named above.
The number of miles marched by the active column of infantry and artillery during
the campaign thus far is over eight hundred.
'fhe number of miles in the saddle by the cavalry now with me, during same period,
is as follows:
Miles.

Company I (Carr's), in saddle .......•.......•.. ···--· ...•.. ------------ ..... . 1,256
(Wagner's), in saddle ...•...... ----·· ............ ------ .... -----· 1,164
Compan
ompany B (Jackson's), in saddle ...........•................................ 1,017
66
Company K (Bendire's), in saddle .... -----····-·· .... ····- · ···--···--· · ..... .
From Kamiah to Henry Lake, at which point the cavalry and infantry arrived
the command was ma1ching continuou ly without a day's halt 26 days,
ma~mg an. averag of ~9.3 miles a. day; baggage carried generally by pack-trains, the
iod1an tra1l from Kam1ah to be Bttt r Root Valley being impa sable for wagons. The
command uf£ red often for waut of sho , overcoats, and underclothing during the
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latter part of the march, owing to the rapidity of the march and the difficulty of procuring the supplies in Montana. Another cause of serious embarrassment has been the
·a bsolute want of money by every department, and the necessity ·of giving vouchers
that do not even pledge the credit of the government. The weather has usually been
warm by day, but of late the nights exceedingly cold, water freezing in basin overnight an inch .t hick at H enry Lake, and also at other camps.
The command bas lived on the country as mueh as possible, and supplies have been
purchased from the small villages along t.he route as far as their scanty stores would
go. Accompanying this report is a list giving recognition of service and recommending brevet promotions or other substantial reward.
Though under known interpretation of law our campaign against hostile Indians is
not recognized as war, yet as it has been a severer tax upon the energies of officers and
men than any period of the same length of our late civil war, surely some method must
be found to encourage and properly reward such gallantry and service hardly ever
excelled.
.
Very respectfulJ y, your obedient servant,
0. 0. HOWARD,
B1'igad·ier General U. S. A., Cornmantling Department of the Columbia.
To Lieut. Col. J. C. KELTON,
Adjutant- General, Milita1·y .Division of the Pacific.

No. 10 B.-List of kiUed and wounded in General Howard's commana.
List of killed and wow1ded of Capt. David Perry's command against the Nez Pm·ces Indians,
in the battle of White Bi1·d Canon, Idaho, June 17. 1877.
KILLED.
No.

1
2

Name.

Rank.

Company.

Edward R. Theiler ..................... Firstlieut ... G
ReminD. Lee ......................... Corporal. .. .. H
3 Michael Curran ............................ do ...... .
R
4 Frank A. Marshall...... . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . Trumpeter ...
H
5 John Galvin .......... ................. Saddler .... .. H
6 Adaluska B. Crawford ................. Private ..... . H
7 Valentine Edwards ...... .................. do ...... . H
8 Lawrence Kavanagh ....................... do ..... .. H
9 James E. Morrissey ..... ............... --.-do - . - •... H
10 John J. Murphy ......... .................. do ...... . H
11 Olaf. Neilson ............ ....... . ..... .. ... do ...... . H
12 JobnShay ..........•.....•...•••.......... do ...... . H
13 John Simpson ........... ...... .. .......... do . ...•.. H
14 Albert Werner ........... ...... .. ....... ... do ..... .. H
15 Patrick H. Gunn......... .. .. •. .. .. . ... Sergeant .. .. F
16 Thomas Ryan .......... . ... ..... .. ..... ... do ...•... F
17 John L. Thompson ..................... Corporal .. .. F
18 John Jon es ................. ........... Trumpeter .. F
19 Charles Armstrong ......... ............ Private .... . F
20 Joseph Blaine ............... .............. do ..... .. F
21 Frank E. Burch ........... ................ do . .... .. F
22 John C. Colbert ............ ................ do ..... .. }<'
23 Patrick Connelly .................. ........ do . ... .. . F
24 Lawrence K. Dauch ........ ................ do ..... .. F
F
25 .John H. Donne .......... .................. do ...... .
26 William L. Hurlbert ..... . ....... .......... do ..... .. F
27 James S. Lewis ............. ............... do ..... .. F
28 William Liston ............ ................ do ..... .. F
29 James M. Martin ....... .. .... .............. do ...... . F
30 .John R. Mosforth ............ .............. do ..... .. F
31 David Quinlan ... ~ ...... . .... ......... ..... do ...... . F
32 Peter Schullien ................ ........ . ... d o ...... . F
:33 Andrew Shaw ............... ............ .. do ...... . F
34 I Charles Sullivan ............ ....... . .. . . ... do ..... .. F

Regiment.
Twenty- first Inf.
First C3valry.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
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WOUNDED

1. Thomas McLoughlin, private, Co~p~ny F, First Cavalry .. Fle~h.-wound ~f.rigM
arm and forearm; conical bullet. Left m charge of Dr. Morns, a e1t1zen physician of
Mount IJaho, by Captain Perry, First Cavalry; none with command.
.
2. Joseph Kelly, private, Company H, First Cavalry. Flesh- wound of left th1gh;
conical bullet. Left at Mount Idaho, in charge of Dr. Morris.
These two men joined the wounded in hospital at Grangeville, Idaho, July 19.

List ojthe killed tn the action of July 3, 1877, near Cottonwood Creek, of Captain Whipple'a
detachment Fi1·st Caval·ry.
I

Name.

No.
1

2
3
4
5
6
7

8
9
10
U

Rank.

Sevier M. Rains ....••.....••... Second lieutenant.
Charles Lampman ... : ..•.•.••. Sergeant ..........
John Burke ................... Private ............
Patrick Quinn ..................... do .............
David Ryan ....•.....•••....•..... do .....•.....••.
William Roach .................... do .............
Franklin Moody ................... do .............
Frederick Meyer................... do .. . • .. . .. . . . .
George H. Deuterman .............. do .............
Otto H. Ricter .................... do ....•...•....
David Carroll . .. . . • . .. . . . . .. .. .. .. do . .. . .. . .. . . ..

Co.

E
E
E
E
E
L
L
L
L
L

Regimer.t.
First Cavalry.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

No wounded.
List of the killed and wounded of General Howard's command in the battle of the Clearwater,
July 11 and 12, 1877.
KILLED.

No.

1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

11
12
13

Name.

Rank.

James A. Workman ............ Sergeant ..........
Charles Marquardt ............ Corporal ..........
Patrick Doyle ..................... do . .. .. .... ... .
Charles Clark .. .. . .. .. .. .. • .. . Private.... . .. . .. ..
Juan Plater ....................... do . .. . .. . ..... .
Elson Compton .................... do . ...... ......
- - Montandon ................. do .............
William Hutchinson ............... do .............
Mayer Cohen ...................... do .............
Edward Wykoff ................... do .............
David McNally .................... do .............
FredGaudmyer ..... . .............. do .............
Charles Simonds ................... do .. . . .. . .. . . . .

Co.

Regiment.

A
A
I
I
E
I
E
C
R

Fourth Artillery.
Do.
Twenty-first Infantry.
Do.
First Cavalry.
Twenty-first Infantry.
Fourth Artillery.
Twenty-firRt Infantry.
First Cavalry.
Twenty-first Infantry
Do.
First Cavalry.
Fourth Artillery .

B

E
E
G

WOUNDED.

1. E. A. Bancroft, captain, A, Fourth Artillery; conical ball; left shoulder and tborax; severe wound; ball extracted from boulder; apex of lung wounued.
2. C. A. Wmiams, second lieutenant, C, Twenty-first Infantry; conical ball; right
forearm and n~bt thigh; slight wound; :fl.e h-wound.
3. Abraham Rep rt, ergeant, I, Twenty-first Infantry; conical ball; left buttock;
severe wound ; ball not found.
4. Levi baffner, privat , I, Twenty-first Infantry; conical ball· right thigh, left
thigh, ~nd I ft I g; thre~ fl. h-wound ; ball extracted.
'
5. R1eha1 d Hau ·ou, serg ant, E, First Cavalry; conical ball; right leg; slight
wound ; :fl.c h-wound.
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6. William Buckow, private, B, Twenty-first Infantry; right thigh; severe wound;
amputated through middle third; c9mponud fractnre of lower extremity of femur.
7. Daniel McGrath, private, H, Twenty-first Infantry; conical ball; left arm; severe
wound; resection of three inches of hum erus.
8. Henry V. Richet, first sergeant, C, Twenty-first Infantry; round ball; left thorax;
severe wound; perforating wound of thorax.
9. George Graham, private, E, Fourth Artillery; round ball; back and jaw; slight;
two flesh-wounds.
10. Bernard Simpson, sergeant, L, First Cavalry; conical,ball; left leg; severe wound;
ball not found.
11. William Garvin, private, I, Twenty-first Infantry; conical ball; scalp wound;
slight wound.
·
12. Ephraim Hess, corporal, A, Fourth Artillery; conical ball; left arm; severe wound;
wound enlarged and explored; fracture of the humerus not comminuted. ,
13. Joseph Held, bugler, First Cavalry; conical ball; left foot; slight wound; fleshwound.
14. Francis Winters, private, B, Twenty-first Infantry; conical ball; left thigh;
slight wound; flesh-wound.
15. Gottlieb Wickede, private, I, Twenty-first Infantry; conical ball; buttock; severe
wound; flesh-wound through both buttocks.
16. Fritz Heber, private. M, First Cav~1lry; right arm and right leg; severe wound;
flesh-wounds; conical ball.
17. P eter Murphy, corporal, I, Twenty--first Infantry; conical ball; right arm and
thorax; ball extracted; flesh-wounds.
18. William Kenkle, :first sergeant, I, Twenty-first Infantry; conical ball; thorax;
flesh-wound.
19. Thomas Burns, corporal, E, Fourth ArtiUery; conical ball; left foot; flesh-wound . .
~0. Thomas Connelly, corporal, H, Twenty-first Infantry; ·round ball; back; slight
wound; ball extracted; flesh-won.nd.
21. Samuel Ferguson, private, E, First Cavalry; round ball; left thigh; slight wound;
fl.esh-wonnd.
22. Frederick Schickler, private, H, 'rwenty-first Infantry; round ball; right arm;
left thigh; right hand; three flesh-wounds.
23. Peter Blumenberg, sergeant, E, Fourth Artillery; conical ball; thorax; ball extracted; probably not a peuer.rat.ing wound of thorax.
24 . .William Barton, private, B, Twenty-first Infantry; round ball; left shoulder;
flesh-wound.
·
25. Eugeue McFilmore, corporal, E, Fonrth Artillery; conical ball; left arm; severe
wound; wound enlarged and explored; fracture of humerus; not comminuted.
26. Charles Carlin, corporal, I, Twenty-first Infantry; conical ball; left leg; severe
wound; femoral artery tied ; died en r·oute from exhaustion_due to loss of blood on the
field; posterior of artery wounded.
·
27. John G. Hineman, musician, I, Twenty-first Infantry;· conical ball; hip; severe
wound; dieil en 1·o·ute from the field to hospital;. ball passed into the abJominal cavity; urine escaping from wound.
I certify that the above is a correct li st of the killed and wounded of General Howard's command, in his operations against the hostile Nez Perce Indians, of Idaho Territory, to July 3.1, 1877, as returned to this office by medical officers in the :field.
E. J. BAILY,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Su1·geon, U. S. A., Medical Director.
MEDICAL ){!RECTOR'S OFFICE, July 31, 1877.
Corporal William Mulcahy, Company A, Fourth Artillery, wounded July 13, 1877, by
a sharp-shooter; gunshot wound of the forehead and gouging of frontal bone; rifleball ; left at camp at Kamiah.

No. 11.-REPORT OF COLONEL AUGUST V. KAUTZ.
HEADQUARTERS DEPA.RTMEN'l' OF ARIZONA,

Prescott, A.riz., August 15, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to submit my annual report of the

operations in this department for the past year.
With the exception of some depredations in the extreme southeastern
portion of the Territory, peace bas prevailed in this department, and
the country has advanced materially in its mining, agricultural, and
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stock-raising interests. The population has received a considerable increase in the past year, by immigration
TROOPS.

With the exception of two or three interchanges of companies between posts, no changes of troops have occurred in this department.
The recent reductions have diminished the rank and file in this command very materially, which, with the limited appropriations of last
year, and the failure of an appropriation by CongreRs for the support
of the Army for the present fiscal year. has seriously affected the efficiency of the troops. It is fortunate that no greater demand has been
made for the services of this command, as it is entirely unequal to the
task that it may b~ called upon to execute at any time.
POSTS AND CAMPS.

In consequence of a raid last winter made by renegade Indians from
the Warm Spring reservation, in New Mexico, I caused a temporary
camp to be established in the extreme southern portion of the Territory,
in the Huachuca Mountains, about 12 miles from the Sonora line, which
is garrisoned by two companies of the Sixth Cavalry, drawn from
Camps Grant and Lowell, and one company of Indian scouts enlisted
among the Hualpai Indians. As the renegades are believed to be still
at large in the almost uninhabited region southeast of Bowie, where the
Mexican States of Chihuahua and Sonora corner with the Territories of
Arizona and New Mexico, I have not considered it advisable to return
these troops to their stations. Otherwise the posts and camps remain
as they were established at the date of my last annual report.
I am of the opinion that the camp in the Huachuca Mountains, as
well as Camp Thomas, will both require to be kept up, and I would
therefore earnestly recommend that an appropriation for quarters and
storehouses be made in order that the troops kept there may be made
more comfortable. The camp in the Huachuca Mountains will be needed
for the protection of the border against that class of lawless characters
which finds its greatest safety near a boundary line between two foreign
States. Camp Thomas will be needed on account of commanding the
entrance to the San Carlos reservation, on which have been concentrated nearly all of the most refractory Indians in the Territory.
In consequence of the limited appropriation last year, but little progress has been made in improving the condition of the public buildings at
the various camps and posts. The building for headquarters offices was
not completed until December last. The money for the purpose was
supplied from the appropriation for the fiscal year ending June, 1876.
It is a very substantial and commodious building, and has been econom·
ically constructed. The walls are built of mud after the manner of the
prehistoric race of this country, modified by the l)hingle roof and
wooden :floor. The long continued and slow shrinkage of the walls in
the proce s of drying i an obstacle to the peedy completion by this
method of building, as the pla tering must be renew d in every instance.
OPERATIONS OF TROOPS.

The troop
gad in the
gu t, 1 rr6, a
mar h con

have continued to be ucce "ful in the pursuit of renenorthern portion of the Territory. In the month of .A.u·
soon a the tro p were ufficientl.v rested from the long
quent upou the removal of the Ohiricahua Indian' to the
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San Carlos reservation, Captain Porter, Eighth Infantry, with fourteen
soldiers and twenty-six Indian scouts, made a scout after renegade Indians in the Red Rock country north of Camp Verde, and succeeded
in killing seven and capturing seven of the renegades.
During the month of September last, another scout under Guide Sie·
ber, with twenty-one scouts, killed five and captured thirteen Indians
in the rough country lying east of Camp Verde.
In October another scout from Camp Verde, consisting of twelve soldiers and twenty-one Indian scouts, commanded by Captain Porter,
Eighth Infantr.v, killed eight Indians and captured two squaws, in the
country east of Verde, known as '11onto Basin.
From January 10 to February 4, of the present year, Captain Brayton, Eighth Infantry, with 9 soldiers and 29 Indian scout_s, was out to
find 3 Indians and 3 squaws, ren~gades from San Carlos reservation, at
the request of the acting agent. At various points in the Tonto Basin
country, be succeeded in killing 18 and brought in 20 prisoners, which
were sent back to San Carlos.
· In June of last year the removal of the Chiricahua Indians was effected. It will be remembered that a portion of the Ohiricahuas escaped
the removal, and I was of the opinion that they had gone to the Warm
Spring reservation, in New Mexico. Depredations followed upon the
:.. breaking up of Cbiricabua reservation in the southeastern portion of the
Territory, and every effort was made to secure the perpetrators with
most unsatisfactory results.
In July two miners named Todenworth and Keho or Cadotte, we·re
killed in the Chiricabua Mountains 25 miles south of Bowie. These
men are referred to in my last report. A small detachment of cavalry
was sent out which buried the bodies of these men and followed the
trail of the perpetrators, believed to be 5 Indians, to the Sonora line.
During the month of July some stock disappeared from the headwaters
of the San Pedro River. A portion was ascertained ·to have been taken
by Mexicans, but the greater portion was charged to Indians.
September 13, 2 men were killed on the San Pedro River. Their_
names were Mowrey and Johnson. Captain Tupper, Sixth Cavalry,
was sent to the scene of the killing, and his report threw great doubt
upon the charge that they had been killed by Indians. During the
month of September an extensive scout was made by Lieutenant Henely,
Sixth Cavalry, without finding any Indians. During the month of
October a very thorough scout was made by Captain Tupper with 50
cavalry and a company of Indian scouts, which bad recently been enlisted, and be reported it the safest country against Indians that he bad
ever scouted through. Captain Whitside, Sixth Cavalry, scouted the
country near Old Oamp Crittenden about the same time with a like
result. During the month of November Lieutenant Rucker, Sixth Cavalry, scouted the Cbiricahua Mountains with a company of Indian scouts
and a detachment of cavalry, but failed to find any Indians.
About the 1st of December Samuel Hughes reported the loss of 21
horses and colts, and that his partner had been pursued by Indians in
the neighborhood of Camp Crittenden. Lieutenant Rucker, with the
Indian scouts and a small detachment of cavalry, was orderd to pursue
the depredators. As he bad to be recalled from another scout that he
had undertaken, be was not able to take up the trail until the 17th of
December. He, however, followed it faithfully until the 9th of January,
when he found the Indians in the southwest corner of New Mexico. He
attackeu and killed 10 of them, captured their herd of more than forty
anirnals and their camp and made a small boy prisoner. This boy made
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prisoner prov:ed to be a nephew of Geronimo, the principal chief of those
who made their escape from the Uhiricahua reservation~ and the fact
tba.t Lieutenant Rucker's report gave evidence of more Indians than I
bad supposed Geronimo's party to consist of, satisfied me that he had
been re-enforced from the Warm Spring reservation, and that he had
probably made that reservation his base of operations. Subsequent investigations confirmed this opinion. In answer to a letter of inquiry on
these points, Dr. Whitney, acting agent at the Warm Spring reservation, answered under date of February 28, that about the time of the
removal of the Chiricabuas about 250 Indians came from the Chiricahua
to the Warm Spring reservation. Lieutenant Henely visited the Warm
Spring reservation, and under date of March 17, 1877, telegraphed that
be bad seen Geronimo at the reservation the day previous; that he had
just returned from a raid with 100 horses, and was indignant that he
could not draw rations for the time he was absent. These evidences
confirmed the impressions, made by Lieutenant Rucker's report, that
the Warm Spring reservation was the base of operations for the renegades, and that there was a larger force liable to L1e in the field commit!
ting depredations than I had at first supposed. To meet this re-enforcement of renegades, Captain Worth, Eighth Infantry, with the scouts
from Camp Apache, was ordered to Camp Bowie, January 30, 1877.
On the 4th of February, the commanding-officer at Camp Bowie reported that Indians had appeared on the San Pedro, and were committing depredations, and that Lieutenant Rucker, with the scouts and a
cavalry support, had been ordered to that neighborhood. On the 5th
the commanding-officer at Camp Lowell reported that Indians were
depredating in the Sonoita Valley, and that Lieutenant Hanna, with
Company B, Sixth Cavalry, bad been ordered to that locality. The
same day I received a dispatch from Governor Safford asking for arms,
which the commanding officer of Oamp IJowell was directed to furnish.
The governor did not ask for troops, but I informed him of what had
been done.
This raid proved to be one of unusual extent, although first reports
were found to be greatly exaggerated. The reported ten men killed in
the Sonoita Valley, proved to be two men killed and one wounded. The
loss by the entire raid, including the losses in the San P~dro, Sonoita
and Santa Cruz Valleys, was seven Mexicans killed and four wounded,
and eighty-five horses, mules, and cattle captured or killed. The number
of raiders was variously estimated from fifteen to thirty Indians. They
separated about the 8th of February, and a portion returned to the
Warm Spring Reservation. It was the trail of this party that Lieutenant
Rucker struck and followed within a day's march of the vVarm Spring
Reservation, when the inclemency of the weather obliterated the trail
and compelled lJim to put in to Fort Bayard, N. M., for supplies an<l recup~ration. The othAr raiders continued on into Sonora, and reports of
their outrages reached us from that region, and three weeks later Captain Worth, with hi command, intercepted a trail made by some of the
party that cro ·ed the border into Southwestern New Mexico from Sonora and wbic wa followed for some days by Captain \Vorth. When
he abandoned the trail it was leading iu the direction of the Warm
pring;, and the ren gade e\·i<lently bact reacl1ed the reservation and
had lJ n lo t beyond detection among the other Indians at the time he
gaYe up th pur nit. C<tptaiu Worth's com rnand did not reach Bowie
from pacb un il the middle of February. He made a long cout from
br ary 1 to pril 4, .' archiug for the reuegafle , bnt was 110t able
t find the .
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To protect the people that inhabited the region visited by Indians in
this raid, I established: February 12, the camp in the Huachuca Mountains, drawing a company of cavalry from Camp !Jowell and one from
Camp Grant for the purpose.
April 1 another raid waR made by the renegades in the neighborhood
of old Camp Crittenden and the Sonoita Ve:-tlley, in smaller force but proportionally successful with the raid in February, iu which two Mexicans
were killed and one wounde<l near Camp Crittenden on the 15th, and a
1\ir. Devers wounded on the 16th in the Sonoita Valley. The amount of
stock killed and capturrd amounted to aboutthirt,Y-five horses and mules.
Captain Rafferty, Sixth Cavalry, with his company from Oamp Huachuca, was at the scene of depredations npar Camp Crittenden the next
day after they were committed, but reported his inability to follow the
trail, and the renegades made their escape, although he traveled over
two hundred and tldrty-five miles. He bad no competent trailers. Lieutenant Craig, with twelve cavalrymen from the same camp, made a scout
about the same time to the eastward, retm~ning by the scene of depre,dations, but was unable to find the depredators. During this same
period Lieutenant Hucker, with twenty-nine cavalry and thirty-five Indian scout.s, was scouting the country still farther east, including the
Chiricahua Mountains, San Simon Valley and Stiens Peak Range, but
failed to find any Indians. These three scouts were made between the
16th and the 28th of April, over the ground that it is believed the renegades had to pass in going to and coming from their raids.
·
From · May 9 to 30, Lieutenant Rucker, Sixth Cavalry, with thirty
cavalry and thirty-oue Indian scouts, made a scout sontheast. of Bowie
through Peloncilla, Leidsdorf, Las Animas, and Guadalupe Mountains,
without finding any Indians.
Just before Lieutenant. Rucker's return thelndiansappeared near Bowie
and killed the mail carrier going east, four miles from Camp Bowie, on
the 29th, and on the 31st the same party killed the mail -carrier going
west, five miles from the same post. Lieutenant Rucker's command was
too much reduced from the constant scouting to make pursuit. Lieutenant Toney, with twenty two enlisted men from Camp Grant, with
limited transportation, took up the trail of these depredators and followed them into the La.s Animas Mountain~, where be came upon six
Indians, who discovered their pursuer in time to scatter and make good
their escape. Lieutenant Tones's scout, although unsuccessful ·in capturing the renegades, seems to have been energetically· and judiciously
conducted under great disadvantages. He returned on the 11th of June
to Camp Bowie.
Lieutenant Hanna., Sixth CaYalry, with twenty-five cavalry and thirtysix Indian scouts, madea scout in the adjacent country from the camp
in the Huachuca Mountains, from June 6 to 23, without finding any
Indians.
I have been thus precise in detailing the principal scouts made during
the past year, to show that notwithstanding the limited means, the troops
in this command have been far from idle. It should be borne in mind
that the allotment from appropriations for this department for the past
fiscal year has been more than one-third less than tlle previous year in
most of the items, and for some, as for example forage, nearly onP-half,
while tlle prices under the contracts have generally been greater; this
necessitated a great reduction in the number of civilian employes, in
place of whom soldiers were necessarily detailed, while the amount of
field-service required from the troops was also greater than the year
before. The injustice of the reflections of the late governor of the Ter-
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ritory, and one or two other Federal
are thus made apparent.

officials,~

on the military operations

TllE GOVERNOR OF ARIZONA..

I deem it quite proper to give a general review of the transactions of
the late governor in connection with military operations. He was mainly
instrumental in securing-the order for the removal of the Chiricahua
Indians last year. The heaviest portion of the expense of this removal
fell upon the War Department, which was not consulted in regard to it.
I have heretofore given my opinion against concentrating large numbers
of hostile and antagonistic Indians on one reservation. I was not disposed, therefore, to aid in a movement the consequences of which could
not be foreseen without the instructions of the War Department in the
matter. I had the impression also that there was an ulterior motive in
bringing about this removaL Since it was made there has been a con·
stant demand for troops in that section, and a state of alarm that had
some foundation, but did not justify aU that has grown out of it, and
particularly the attack that has been made upon me.
No sooner had the removal been effected than numerous complaints
of depredations were made and continued, many having a partial foundation in fact but were greatly exaggerated, whilst many had no truth
whatever in them. It was claimed that the larger portion of the Chiricahuas had not been removed, and that they were still at large on the
reservation, committing depredations. The governor was specially industrious in communicating these reports to me. Under date of August
21, 1876, a petition was circulated in Tucson, headed by the governor,
and I have since learned circulated by him, representing that the "most
refractory and desperate Chiricahua Indians were still roaming over the
old reserve and harassing the neighboring settlements; that a number·
of prospectors and travelers had lJeen murdered, and a still larger number were missing who are supposed to have fallen by the bands of these
savages." The petition asked to have the country "on and about the
reservation scouted." This petition, which was perfectly legitimate,
although far from true, was·signeu by most if not all the territorial and
county officials, and all the leading merchants of Tucson, all residents of
Tucson except one. It was answered by me in good faith, informing
the signers, through the governor, of what had been done and what was
being done. This petition reached me on the 29th of August, and was
answered at one~.
In due course of time a copy of this petition, duly authenticated, and
accompanied by a letter of fourteen pages, addressed to the Secretary of
War, signed by the aforesaid non-resident of Tucson, was referred to
me for a report. The letter was dated August 24, four days before I
received the petition, implying that I woulu do nothing in the matter,
charging me with inefficiency, and reflecting generally on the management of military affairs in the department, stating ''that it was the
unanimou opinion of the people on the border that as long as he (I)
remained in command of this department nothing better than the present tate of affair could be expected, and the flourishing settlements of
the an Pedro nm t be abandoned." I referred the communication to
t~e govern r to kno": ~bat authority, if any: the writer had from the.
signer to u e the pet1t10n in the mauner he had. The governor evaded
the ue tion, and
wa then convinced that he was connected .with a
facti n that wa eekiug my removal from the com wand, and was being
u ed by itt effect thi re ult. The imputations and reflections were
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not true. and the insidious nature of the attack satisfied me that this
faction, which bad been controlling the political affairs of the Territory,
desired to control the military affairs also, particularly as the loss of.
the former was foreseen.
My convictions were fully realized. In February, when the raid
occurred in the Sonoita Valley, and the legislature was in session, the
governor sent a message to that body reflecting severely on the military
management in this department, and stated, ''unless the troops were
managed with .more energy than has been practiced during the past six
months, the whole ..t\rruy of the United States, with all the friendly
Indians employed by the government, will not subdue this little band of
hostile Indians in the next twenty years, while I believe a scout cornposed of twenty-five citizens and twenty-five friendly Indians would
subdue them in three months.''
In an excitement which was fostered for the purpose by exaggerated
reports of the damage done by the raiders, the legislature passed a bill
appropriating $10,000 for the employment of a company of volunteers
andindians. The character of this assault, the lack of truth both in
the representations of the amount of damage done and extent of the
raid, and tbe charge of inefficiency, satisfied me that there was a method
in the movement that had for its object the formation of a basis on
which to ask for my removal, and I expressed this opinion under date
of February 14, forwarding a copy of the governor's message with my
explanations on the same.
My opinion in this case was verified in due course of time; the gov.ernor's application for my removal, which was referred to me by the·
War Department, was dated February 7, and referred to a copy of his
message dated February 6, and asks: '~Is it possible that the govern-.
ment will longer continue a man who is amply provided with means and
allows at least thirty to be murdered in six months, when one of his
Indian scouts, energetically managed, would have given peace and
security~"

I have shown the whole number of persons killed and wounded by
Indians, including Mowry and Johnson, from the removal of the Chiricahuas to the date of the governor's letter is four Americans killed and
seven Mexicans killed and four wounded.
The governor's message was so badly received by the people of the
Territory that he found it necessary to sustain it by a lengthy explanation in the Arizona Citizen of the 17th of February. This drew from.
me .a statement of facts, furnished to the press of the Territory mainly
for the information of the people, who might have mistaken my silence
for an admission of the correctness of the governor's statements. I
could not well remain silent to such grave charges, made public against
me by the highest civil official of the Territory. A printed copy of the
governor's message, his letter to the Citizen, and my statements are inclosed. The governor subsequently published another lengthy reply in
the Citizen of March 24 that I did not deem worthy of an answer.
Under the authority conferred by the legislature the governor mustered into service his company of volunteers, composed of forty-five
Indians from the San Carlos reservation, under Capt. Clay Bufford.
They took the field in the latter part of February, and were dischaFged
in June. I have yet to hear tbat they accomplished anything that
c?uld not have been done by the regular troops. The number of Indians
killed by them has never been made public. I was of the opinion from
the first, and the result bas shown it to be so, that this expense to the
Territory was useless and unnecessary.

140

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

I have referred to the governor's course in this matter to show Rome
'Of the difficulties under which I have labored. Instead of being supported and aided by him, I have been opposed and assailed. I would
have been more justified in demanding his removal than he was in asking for mine, for be had 'been constantly interfering with Indian affairs
in a way which affected my duties. He bas been mainly instrumental
in the concentration of so many Indians on the San Carlos reservation .
Each ,of these moYements gave great uneasiness and apprehension at
the time, and more or less expense and labor to the military service, and
were carried into efft3ct without reference to the views of the department commander. Had I asked for the governor's removal I should
have been very properly condemned.
I think I am justified in this connection in referring to an equally
questionable course by another Federal officer. I refer to the surveyorgeneral of the Territory. He is the editor and proprietor of the Arizona
Citizen. This paper bas aided and abetted wit.h the governor in criti·
cising and condemning military operations, and bas worked in the in·
terest of the faction to which I have referred. This faction was com ·
posed in part of civilians in business in Tucson who have directly or
indirectly been more or less concerned in suppl_ying the Indian reservation at San Carlos, and who have been interested in keeping up an ill·
feeling between the agent and officers of the Army, for it is not at all
to the interest of contractors for Indian supplies that Indian agents and
officers of the Army should harmonize. This faction, once all-powerful,
bas become demoralized and partially broken up. One of its members
writing to me under date of February 23, 1877, claiming mutual friend -·
ship for the governor and myself, while assuring me that he (the governor) would not ask for my removal, after referring to what the governor and one or two others had done, adds : H They can do more to tear
down or build up any man than any portion of tbi~:; Territor.v or .all com·
bined, and any man who thinks they cannot do this is deceived." They
were then, and had been for some time, engaged in their efforts to tear
me down. I refer to these matters in order to support what I have to
say in regard to the operations of the past Indian policy and Indian
agents.
SAN CARLOS INDIAN AGENCY.

The officer who has bad charge of this agency for the past three years
has been kept in a hostile attitude to the officers of the Army during all
that time, in part by the faction I referred to, in part by the belief that
it was agreeable to the officers controlling the Indian Bureau in Wash·
ington, but mainly from a highly-developed tendency for controversy.
He ha attacked the officers of the Army over his own name in the
paper , particularly in the Citizen, whose editor has advocated his cause
with ful orne praise, parading his merits as an officer, and his integrity
as a man. I have been the particular object of this agent's att.acks in
the new paper, mainly, I believE>, to draw me into a newspaper controver y, for he ba recently pnbli bed letters of mine to the War Department, copies of which b_y courtesy bad been refP.rred to him through the
Int rior Department for hi.· information or explanation, and followed
th m up with answer· which to thE> uninformed look like such a controba be n xce <Jingly di courteou and often ive in llis correv r '.
p ud n e with thi offic ; copie of orne of his communications have
b n f rwarded. H ha b en particularly careful to avoid anything
tb~t
m d lik d p ndenc on the militar,y service, and wllen he reqmr d tb aid of tr op., eith r obtained it through the chief of his
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bureau in Wasbingto11, or left the acting agent t.o make the request.
He bas arrogated to himself the credit of maintaining the Indians in
peace, and entirely ignored the service of the troops, nor recognized
that they bad anything to do with it. He recently made public a telegram to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, offering, if his salary would
be increased and two companies of Indian police given to him, to be
responsible for the good conduct of the Indians, and the troops in
Arizona could all be withdrawn from the Territory.
1 have bad occasion to report officially matters that the agent takes
as personal, and he thinks I am antagonistic to him. He bas made
public that I have preferred charges against him, which is not the case.
The reports that be takes to himself are my official communications to
the War Department; but whatever reference 1 have made to llim in
such reports has been incident to the Rubject. 1 have reported, of
course, the result of scouts sent after renegade Indians, and the absence
of Indians from the agency. I have reported such a matter as the deliberate burning of the White Mountain agency, adjoining Camp .Apache,
which could not have occurred without the knowledge or consent of the
agent. I have reported that the commanding officer of the district of
New Mexico, having applied to me to relieve the escort furnished the
agent in the removal of the Warm Spring Indians, at the line between
New Mexico and Arizona, and when the question is asked of the agent
when he will reach the line, replies, "No escort has been asked for from
Arizona, and none will be accepted." I have reported that I have detailed an officer to enlist a new company of scouts among the Indians
at San Carlos, and the agent telegraphs me H that unless I state my authority and the necessity for the scouts, no enlistment of Indians will
be allowed." Such matters were regarded by the agent as personal assaults upon himself, and he resented them by assailing me through the
papers.
Recently the Commissioner of Indian Affairs applied for an officer of
the Army to be detailed to visit agencies, to inspect supplies presented
by the contractors for issue to Indians at the various reservations. The
agent chose to regard tbis as a reflection upon his management, and
when the officer presented himself at the San Carlos agency he refused
to allow him to enter upon the duty, on the ground that he had received
no instructions on the subject from his chief. He made this answer in
the face of the telegrams which he had given to the public press, in
which he informed the Commissioner that he woulU not submit to such
an inspection, and unless the order was revoked he would not serve as
agent. This offensive order is only a partial compliance with a very
positive statute. (See Revised Statutes of the United States, sec. 2088.)
His resignation not having been accepted ou the 1st of July, as he demanded, he abandoned his agency.
Whatever credit, if any, is due to the management of the ~an Carlos
Indians, it cannot justly be awarded to the late agent, as he was habitually absent from his agency during the past year. There have been
employed at the agency several men of great personal influence among
the Indians, who have had far more to do with their control than the
agent.
It is quite a common thin'g for the agents to absent themselves, by
what authority I do not know. In February last the telegraph·operator
at Maricopa Well~, on the Gila, reported the robbing and wounding of
a white man by two Indians in that vicinity, and that the station was
threatened, and applied for protection, stating that the ac:rent of the
Pimos and Maricopas was absent. I sent troops and arrestel:'>d the crirn-
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inals, turned them over to the civil authorities, and quieted the disturbance. Subsequently these Indians escaped from prison, and their friends
believed that they bad been summarily executed, and again threatened
the station at Maricopa Wells, and I again sent troops to settle the difficulty.
In May, this agent, who is habitually absent, applied to me from Tucson to send troops to secure some stolen cattle from the Pimo Indians.
I replied that the troops would be furnished for his protection, but I
desired that he should be present, as the law required him to perform
the dut) (See Revised Statutes, sees. 2152 and 2156.) He replied that
he had other important duties to perform at Tucson, in connection with
his duties as agent of the Papagoes, and I bad to adjust the trouble
without his presence. This was not a new trouble, but should have
been settled long before.
7•

MANAGEMENT OF THE INDIANS.

Preliminary to what I shall say as to who shoulu manage Indian
affairs, I will state some facts in the management of Indians in this
department. In many instances that I have seen in my long service
the agents bave very little to do with the management. If it is a large
ageucy, such as San Carlos, and there are large disbursements, the
parties who have the supplying of the Indians control the agency. If
the agent is not already one of their own selection, and cannot be captured directly, he is soon compromised by the acceptance of presents,
or led into some indiscretion, and, if nothing else can be done, he is informed that he will be removed if be does not submit to dictation.
Usually, however, the matter is :fixed beforehand by the contractors
having their man appointed. The agencies that have no money in them
are not troublesome in these respects.
It i easy to see that nuder such management there can be little hope
of progress for tbe Indian , and that it does not help the case to bold
the agent responsible. I have no hesitation in saying that the Indians
at San Carlos are not making any progress toward civilization. I think
a clo 'e investigation will demonstrate that they are going backward.
They are less capable of sustaining themselves now than before; they
cultivate less ground and raise less produce. Tbis is true particularly
of the \Vllite Mountain Apaches. One pretext for moving these Indians
wa that at San Carlos they would raise two crops a year. The Commi ioner's report sllowR, however, that they only furnished 12 per
<~ent. of tbeir own sub, i tence last year, 88 pe.r cent. being furnished
by the. government. P dro' band, who refused to move from their
home in the Wbite Mountains, and who receive no support in consequence, not only take care of them elves, but ha'ie a large surplu of
grain and ba · to s 11 to the quartermaster at Camp Apache. The cause
i quit apparent; the contractors manage tlle agency. When the Indian •com · lf- u taining there i nothing for the contractor to supply,
an th re is no money in the bu ines .
·
r gard the Te ervation ystem, a it bas been conducted, one of the
mo t fatal and de tractive to th Indian race iu a humanitarian view.
i ub. ·i t nee ing furni bed him, be has no occa ·ion to work; he has
amp1 t~me to l arn aud practice all tlJe vices of the white man to which
be lia. 1 •h an tural t ndency, and if he doe not fall a victim to dy ·
au l in ig tion, be ecorue. a drunken vagabond of the wor t
t 'P g in fr m bad to w r . A£ w year of upport by the governnt r n r him incapable of elf- uprort; hi rations are finally with·
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dTawn from him, he has lost that independence that would make a warrior of him, and he becomes a vagrant, living by begging and prostituting his women and children. This is the last scene and precedes his
extinction. Whatever bands have survived have only done so because
they have not been subjected to the reservation system.
THE APACHE.

The Apache is a savage of the lowest t.y pe. I have no doubt that he
is the descendant of those who almost exterminated the semi-civilized
people that once populated this country, whose remains can be traced
everywlwre, and of which the peaceful Moqui.s and Zunis are the survivors. He held high carnival in this land nntil ·my predecessor availed
himself of his savage nature in order to control him. He used Apache
against Apache. He can be bought for a small figure to kill his father
or mother or any of his relations, and there is no difficulty in enlisting
allies in oue band to fight another. This is the principal means by
which peace is preserved in the Territory at the present time. No agent
would remain on the San Carlos reservation without,troops if the Indians
were all harmonious among tbemselves. What hope is there of improving such a being except tllrough compulsory education and training~
No sa\·age people ever made rapid progress toward ci\ilization except
through compulsion. The uegro of the United States has reached his
present superiority over his relations in their uative Africa through the
force of slavery.
CORRUP1' MANAGEMENT.

I am in constant apprehension of an outbreak from the concentration
of so many Indians on the San Uarlos reservation , to which I have expressed an adverse opinion in former reports. I charge this to the corrupt management of the faction to which I have heretofore referred,
whicll Las been brought about because it was necessary to get more
Indians together in order to make it pay to furnish supplies to them.
As long as the true number of Indians was unknown, the agent reported
sucb number of Indians as suited his purpose. Under my predecessor,
and during the time they were under his management, the Indians were
accurately counted and identified; every man, woman, and child was
known, aud strict compliance with the laws for their subsistence was
enforced. There was as little profit in supplying Indians as there was in
supplying troops, and when tlle Indians were again turned over to the
agent, the system of concentration was begun and has been carried out
. until every Apache from the Rio Grande to the Colorado now belongs
properly to the San Carlos.
As evidence of the false returns, it is only necessary to compare the
figures giYen in the report of the Indian Oommi~sioner for the year
1874-'75 with the year 1875-'76. It will be seen in the first report that
the numher of Indians on the Ohiricahna reservation is represented as
965. When the reservation was broken up last year only 325 were
removed to San Carlos. The troops could find evidence of but a small
party that escaped. As I have stated, the acting agent of the Warm
Spring reservation reported that 250 had come to that reservation
from the Chiricahua reser\ation'at the time of the removal. The number tuere, prior to this increase, is stated in the report for 1875 at 2,100.
In pite of this increase, however, the number stated in the report for
1876 i g:iven as 1,600, and when the Warm Spring reservation was
broken up the number removed was only 454:. A small number was
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claimed to be absent on a raid. The two agencies, Warm Spring and
Chiricahun, contained in 1875, before they were broken up, according to
the report for that year, 965 and 2,100; total, 3,065. The number removed
were 325 and 454; total, 779. There, are therefore, 2,286 Indians unaccounted for since 1875. It is unnecessary to comment ou these discr«>r:cmcies.
When tile number of Indians is known, the methods of increasing the
perquisites of tile contractors or subcontractors consist in issuing to the
Indians inferior articles, giving fraudulent weights and measures, and
returning for the whole number of Indians, and makiug incorrect allowance, or none at a11, for decrease by death or absenee. The concentration
of· all the Indians upon one reservation greatly increased the opportunity for t,his kind of fraud. I believe this to have been the motive that
led the faction in Tucson to use their influence to effect it and bring it
about. The late governor and present surveyor-general and editor
and proprietor of the Arizona Citizen were the principal instrumeuts
used, and the Indian ·Bureau was induced to favor the proposition by
the arguments of economy of administration, greater control of the Indians, and consequent safety to the Territory. I trust that my apprehensions of evil consequences from these measures may never be realized. The only thing that prevents the Indians from breaking out at
the present time is want of harmony. Should leaders arise among them
capable of uniting the Indiaus, we may expect an outbreak like that
going on now in Idaho Territory.
ABSENTEES AND RENEG.ADES.

Troops have been sent in pursuit of Indians onlJt when the agents
have requested it, or when depredations have been reported. Large
numbers have been known to be absent at various times and places, but
as they were doing no harm I did not consider it my duty to inquire into
their absence, as they were believed generally to have passes.
All the depredations which were perpetrated in the past year were
committ~d by Indians who belong to reservations. Had the agents
co-operated as earnestly in furnishing this office with information as to
who the depredators were, as they were energetic in holding the troops
responsible for the depredations, they would have rendered invaluable
service. They certainly should have poR essed this information, whether
they did or not. I had to trace the depredators to the reservation as
I best could. I am thus held responsible for depredations perpetrated
by the Indians, without the authority to do anything until some overt
act has been committed, aud without any means of knowing that they
are absent from their reservations, or that they have a raid in view.
1'HE PE.ACE·POLICY.

The so-called peace-policy is a chimera that bas been created to secure
the upport of religion and humanitarian societies to the present system of caring for Indian , by that cia of persons interested in contract and furui bing upplies to Ill(Jian , who believe it would be
again t their intere ts to have the disbur ·ement fall into the hands of
t~e War Department. It has had the npport of the last.admini tration, ~n<l con ·equently t~e public apport of Army officer,, who all knew
that 1t had only to be tned to pro,~e a failure.
I ~n.der 'tan l thi policy to be the lectiou of agents by religious commu 1t1 , , who are xp cted to preach peace and good will to the Indian ,
and, by their influence a mi ionarie8 as well a their authority as offi·
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cers, to advance the civilization of the Indians on reservations, by
peaceable means and moral suasion.
The officers of the Army, who have spent their lives upon the frontier,
know the weakness of such a course. They know that there is nothing
that will control the Indian in the right except force. His code of
morals is a code of crimes, according to the white man's view; · he has
been taught commandments that are the reverse of ours; his creed is to
lie, to steal, and to kill. He has no respect for law, except the law of
force. The chief control8 his followers bv force. There is no better
proof than the fact that the most peaceable Indians are those who have
felt the power of the white man, and have once been thoroughly beaten;
and those who go on the war-path are those who have never experienced
the power of the white man. The Nez Perces have been associated with
the wl!ite man for twenty-five years, and to the present time have boasted
of their friendship for him, and the fact that at this late day they are
in the field against the wllites is one of the severest reflections upon
our system of treating the Indians.
The good people of the East '"·ho have sustained the peace-policy, and
have no personal knowledge of its operation, have been led to believe
in a blood-thirsty and exterminating spirit on the part of Army officers
simply because they maintain that there is no other means of improving
the condition of Indians than to use force. This is a great mistake, and
it is only necessary to investigate the matter to find out the fa1lacy of
it. Wherever officers of the Army have had cllarge it bas been to the
great satisfaction of the Indians themselves. They greatly prefer Army
officers to the agents, who are seidom, if ever, selected on account of
their fitness for the posit.ion. The agents are usually men who have no
knowledge of the Indian character, have little or no control over the
tribes under their charge, and, as I have shown, are obliged to call to
their aid men who have bad experience with them.
Officers of the Army are generally the best friends the Indians llave.
That the Indians are often badly used cannot be denieo, but that the
men who are the first to defend tllew are ~be officers of the Army is also
true. We have occasions to protect them as often as we have occasions
to figllt them, and it is this double duty to which we are constantly
called that makes it necessary to give the Army exclusive charge of the
Indians.
It is asserted by those who are opposed to military control in Indian
affairs that the presence of troop~:~ is demoralizing to the Indian. I
assert that the reverse is the case ; it is demoralizing to troops to station them on Indian reservations, particularly under the present system.
The Apache cannot be demoralized any more than he is; he is as low in
the scale of humanity as he can get. All he needs is the opportunity,
and he revels in whatever vices be may have access to, and will, when
be has the opportunity, bold out such inducements to the soldier to get
what be wants that the soldier becomes the victim. Were the Indians
under the same control that the soldiers are, the officers could control
any illicit trade or intercourse. But agents not being able to control
the Indians, they visit the soldier in spite of the officers of the Army.
Thus enlisted men, many of whom are in the Army because they were
unable to resist temptation, are made use of to do those things for the
Indian that the latter cannot do for himself.
1'RANSFER 1'HE lNDlAN BUREAU TO 1.'HE W.A.R DEPARTMENT.

I will now proceed to give the reasons why the Indian Bureau should
b e transferred to the War Department.
10 w

146

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 01•' WAR.

First, it will place the whole subjec.t under one head, and th-us simplify
the. management. The War Department is the only branch of the government that can take this exclusive control, for the military arm must
always be called in when any serious difficulty occurs. Should it be
Q.esired to make no other change, this at least will greatly facilitate the
. work of the present system of managing Indians. It will tend to produce harmony and co-operation between the agents -and the officers of
the Army, because all disagreements that may arise would be referred
to the same head for settlement.
If the War Department had exclusive control, that department. alone
would be responsible for whatever might occur in the management of
the bureau, and there could be no question in regard to the credit or
blame that might attach to it. If officers of the Army are ever indifferent to results now, the transfer would create an interest in the same as
is now felt by them when called upon to perform the legitimate duties of
their profession.
·
The same integrity in the administration of affairs would follow that
now prevails in the military service, because the same ch.ecks and balances would be made to apply that now sustain officers of the Army
against temptation and shield them from suspicion.
Indians will ha\e more appreciation of what is being done for them,
for. their savage natures make them regard liberality and kindness as
weakness, and tlley think the government cares for them and feeds them
because it is afraid of them. Could they be made to · appreciate the
power of the government, and to realiz;e that they must be beaten in the
end, outbreaks would never occur.
Should economy govern in the transfer, officers of the Army could do
all the duty c~nnected with the Indian management. The same officers
that buy for the troops could buy for the Indian Department, and their
long experience would secure the same equivalents for the money for the •
Indians that are now obtained for the troops. There would be a large
saving· in the salaries of officers, and much more in general management,
to both tbe Army and the Indian Department, for when an agency would
be changed or a new one established, the cost to both services woul<l be
considered, and would save the building of many new posts to the Army
appropriation, and also save the building of agencies, because military
posts would serve the purpose.
1'he religious influence would have superior·opportunities to extend
itself over the Indians under military control, because there would be
more discipline. Left to themselves the Indians are not disposed to
worry their untutored minds with the white man's religious ideas.
Wllere the agencies are without troops, the Indians come and go as
they please and are not accessible to the teachers of Christianity except
on special occasions, and tile influence to bring them togetller cannot
be depended upon.
The mo t serious objection that I know of to the transfer, is the probable injnry to the military service. The possibly irre<leemable nature
of tiJe Indian may bring failure to tlle Army, as it has to the civil service. Other objections tl.Jat might be urged are, the demoralizing influence
of Indians upon troop , and the pos ibility tbat the o<linm which has
attach d to agent may transfer to aucl injure the reputation of Army
officer , when they re i t the temptations that will be held out by those
who ba e heretofore corrupted the agent .
lt will be >en by the hi ·tory ofovent of tbepast;yeartllatlnm forced
iut~ a c011 id ration of the Indian question, which I have heretofore
a\OHl 1, and which I woul<l not lla\e entered into iu thi:-.; report but for
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i.he fact that I am constrained to do so fmm a sense of duty. A department commander has a responsibility tllat does not rest on any other
officer of the Army. He is held rCS{:)Onsible for -violations of the peace
within his command, no matter how they originate; an<l if he sees the
danger ahead, should lle fail to give warning because it is being brought
about by the slwrt-comiugs of another branch of the public service, not
military, particularly wheu tbe officers of tllis service foresee and predict
the same danger, and try to bold him accountable for it, stating, as the
governor and agent have both done, that unless I am more energetic
and succ~sful in punishing the renegarle Indians, all the San Carlos
Indians are liable to go on the war-path? I beli<we the danger exists,
and I ba,~e tried to show that tbe cause cannot be justly charged to the
department commander.
INDiANS~

All tlle turbulent Apaches fmm the Rio Grande to tlle Colorado now
beloug to the San C~rlos reservation. There are still some renegades at
large, but I do not think they are numerous; but as there may be bands
that belong to Mexico that may furnish an asylum to the renegades
from the San Qarlos reservation, I cannot now foresee ho.w long it will
be uecessary to guard the southeastern border. No depredations have
been reported siuce the killing of the mail-carriers near Bowie the last
of May. San Carlos .is now the only reservation that enda11gers the
peace of the Territory, and, as I have already stated, gives me tbe most
uneasiness. It is also the only ageucy that requires the preseuce of an
officer as requested by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, being the
only place wbere any great amount of supplies is delivered. The presence of the officer, LieuteuantAbbott, Sixth Cavalry, who has been ordered
to that agency, will be of great value to me in case of disturbance, as he
• will be in a position to gh~ e me information of the temper and disposition of tlle Indians a11d keep me informed of the preseuce or absence of
Indians. He bas been instructed to report 011 those points as well as
auy others that may aid the df'partment commander m his duty of keep-.
ing peace in the Territor,y.
'T.IJe Colorado reservation bas reqnired no attention from me in the
past year. The Pimos, Maricopas, and Papagoes, who are intermediate
between the Pu43blo attd wild Apache, in their habits of life are peaceful, but they are tending to demoralization and decay, from intoxication,
prostitution, and gambling. As they live in villages and are accessible,
I know of no finer field for the missionary and for the practice of C.IJristian
doctrines as a means of civilization. These Indiaus receive no allowances from the government, and consequently the agent has no disbursements to make, and this probably accounts for his continuous absence.
The Moqui Pueblos are also a peaceable tribe, living iu permanent
villages on inaccessible cliffs, in the northern part of tile Territory, who
practice peace and good-will toward mankind without any knowledge
of the Christian faith.
The Hualpais continue to roam at large througll Mojave County.
There are no reports of serious difficulties, although some small depredations to private property by Iudiaus, aud some outrages against Indians
by ~awless white .men, have b~en ~epo.rted to'this. office. A company of
Iud1an scouts enlisted from this tnbe IS now servmg at tile camp in the
Huachua mountains, which tends to keep these Indians peaceable for
the present, if tht~y were otherwise di sposed, of which there is no indication.
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INDIAN SCOUTS.

The number of scouts authorized for this department at this time is
one hundred, having been reduced to · this number by the transfer of
sixty to the department of the Columbia, in consequence of existing
treubles in that department. It will be possible to get along with this
number so long as there is n.o outbreak. "The companies of scouts have
heretofore mustered forty men each; they are now reduced to an average of
twenty-:fise. Someoftheindians who were discharged had been enlisted
but a very short time, and it was not possible to make them understand
why they were discharged.
The scouts are invaluable for the pursuit of the small thieving parties
that commit the depredations, and the disposition that is now made of
those authorized, seems to have a very satisfactory effect, as no depredations have occnrred since the llualpais reached the camp in the
Huacbua Mountains.
MILITARY 'l'ELEGRAPH.

During the past year this line has been extended to Camp Bowie, and
from there to Ralston in New Mexico. A great deal of the old origina,l
line has been reconstructed and repaired, while the extensions in the
direction of Camp Thomas and Camp Apache have advanced far toward
completion. 'Ihe greatly increased amount of work has been quite a tax
on the troops and upon the quartermaster's department during past
year. By reference to the report of the chief quartermaster, it will
be seen that the cost for the past year amounts to $14,429.63. To
offset this expenditure, the officer in charge of the line reports that
the purely official business transacted over the line in the department,
at government rates would amount to $9,292.95. It greatly facilitates
the necessary business in the management of troops, particularly when.
they are required in the field, saving both time and expense. The cost
for several years to come will. be about lralf what it has been in the past
year, as it will include only necessary repairs. When completed to
Oamp Apache, the line will a lmost encircle tlle San Carlos reservation,
and will be of great service in case of a disturbance by the Indians. It
is, well worth the cost to the public service, besides being invaluable in
the progress of the Territory. Some of tlle expenses assumed by the
quartermaster's department should have been paid out of special appropriation, but the line was highly necessary and could only be extended
and kept in oruer by the aid of the quartermaster's department aml
troops.
NEW ROUTE OF SUPPLY.

Tlle approach of railroad from the East is attracting attention to a new
rout , to connect with the Denver and H.io Grande Railroad, by whicll to
upply the po t of Camp Verde, Whipple, and McDowell. An expenditure of a few thonsanu dollars on the Mogollon Mountains would put
the road in condition anu incluce a freighting trade that would reduce
th co t of article that mu t come from the East, and keep down the
monopoly that exi t by the pre ent route from San Francisco. Attention i invited to the report of the chief engineer and chief qnarterma t r of tb d partment, on the subject.
UNITED

an

'TATES DEPO 'I'fORY.

tt nti i.· c ll d to tb r comm ndation. of the cllief pa,rma. ter
clli f quart rma ter, in regard to the establi hment of a United
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States depository in Prescott. More than a million of dollars is required
in these two departments alone for the public service in this department, and a very large proportion i~ needed for disbursement in Prescott. The depository in Tucson is only available for that locality, and
is of no service for other portions of the Territory.
CONCLUSION.

In conclusion, I will express my gratification at the generally satisfactory condition of this department in all respects. Indians have been a
little . troublesome on the border, but the success of the troops in the
number of killed, and property captured, has exceeded the success of
the depredations by Indians, which bas not always been the case in Indian troubles here or elsewhere.
·
I respectfully invite attention to the several reports of the chiefs of
department for details as to the workings of each, and I desire to acknowledge here that tile satisfactory condition of this department is due
to the hearty co-operation of these officers and the other officers of my
staff, and also to the efficiency of the various post commanders.
The reports of the following officers are herewith inclosed:
Maj. Rodney Smith, chief paymaster.
Maj. Charles A. Heynolds, chief quartermaster.
Oapt. Charles P. Eagan, chief commissary. '
Sur g. James C. McKee, medical director.
Maj. James Biddle, Sixth .United States Cavalry, acting assistant
inspector-general
Lieut. Earl D. Thomas, Fifth United States Cavalry, acting engineer
oflrrcer.
·
Roster of troops.
Respectfully submitted,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Colonel Eighth U. S. Infantry,
Brevet Major-General (assigned,)
Commanding Department.
To the ASSISTANT ADJUTAN1'-GENERAL,
Milttary Division of the Pacific and Departmenl of California.

No. 12.-REPORT OF MAJOR-GENERAL J. 1\L SCHOFIELD.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST POINT,
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADElVIY,

West Point, N. Y., November 8, 1877.
For the information of tile General of the Army; and the honorable the Secretary of War, I have the honor to report the present condition of the Military Academy, the changes that have been made
therein during the past year, and the further improvements which appear necessary to the best interests of the institution.
In obedience to the President's order, I assumed charge of the Military
Academy, as superintendent, on the 1st of September, 1876.
The first important duty which demanded my attention was a careful
revision of the academic regulatious, with a view to such improvement
as might be possible in the system of discipline, course of instruction,
and general administration of the institution.
SIR:
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The redsed regulations, having been submitted to the Secretary of
War and by him to the President, were approved and adopted on the
28th of February, 1877. The most important feature of this revised
system is the erection of the Military Academy and its accessories, constituting the post of West Point, into a military department, under the
command of a general officer, and under the supervision and charge of
the General-in-Chief of tl.te Army. This gives to this institution an
organization corresponding to its character as one of the most important
branches of the military establishment; makes it in form what it is
designed to be in substance, viz, a model for the purpose of instructio·n,
of a separate military department, or of any army in the field; and
makes the official head of the Army responsible to the President and
the Secretary of War for the proper conduct of this as for other branches
of the military service.
·
The revised regulations also embody a number of changes in the
minor details of administration and discipline, which it is not necessary
to specify here. The results of all these changes have thus far been
entirely satisfactory. 'rheir development, in the due course of time,
will, it is confidently believed, add appreciably to the great service
which the ~cademy bas heretofore performed, by giving a still higher
degree of moral, physical, and profes~Sional qualifications to the young
officers of the Army.
Some of the improvements logically consequent upon the new organization can only be effected at the appropriate periods in the four years'
course of instruction. These have been commenced, at the beginning
of this academic year, by the intwduction, with the sanction of· the
honorable the Secretary of War, of the much-needed instruction in
English studies as a part of the first year's course. Other changes
which may be determined on in the academic course should be introduced from year to year, as the present fourth class advances through
the prescribed term of four years.
Improvements in the militar.v instruction need not await this periodical method of introduction. They are now largely in successful opera·
tion. Among them may be enumerated:
First. The habitual instruction of all the members of the two higher
classes in all the duties and responsibilities of non-commissioned officers and officers, instead of confining many of them to the unties of
privates in the ranks and on guard.
Second. More extended instruction in the. cavalry service required by
our young officers on the frontier.
Third. Rifle practice, without proficiency in which troops can now
be of little ser\'ice.
Fourth. In truction in boating, not with race-boats, but with the
working-barges so commonly required by the troops on our extenued
sea-coa t, lakes, anu great rivers.
Fifth. Sy ternatic instruction in gymnastics as well as in the use of
the sword and bayonet.
Sixth. Instruction in swirnmiug is only delayed for the necessary appropriation for the con truction of a swimming-bath.
It is important to ob erve that none of these improvements are at
the expen ·e, in any degree, of the academic departments. If they
detract from anything, it will be only from the machine-like precision of
infantry maneuver for which the battalion of cadets is so justly celebrat d. ~~ven this will not be dimini bed to any injurious extent.
La tly, we are now commencing something in the nature of a "postgraduate conr e' for the benefit of young officers temporarily stationed
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here, by which they may, with the aid of the older and more experienced officers, ad Yantageously pursue their studies in the higher branches
of their pr9fession beyond the possible limits of the course of instruction
for cadets.
The general aim which is guiding these efforts is to enable the one
·m ilitary institution supported by the United States to satisfy in the
highest practicable degree the national demand for a small body of military officers so thoroughly instructed in all branches of their profession
as to be able to fulfill the duties wh:ch in other countries are devolved
upon the graduates of several special military schools.
The further development of the plan for reorganization of the 1\'Iilitary Academy requires Oongressionallegislation. On the 20th of April
last, I submitted to the War Department a proposition for a comprehensive revision of the statutes relating to the Military Academy.
Tlle most essential features of this proposition were those reorganizing the departments of Ian guages, those providing for a permanent board
of Yisitors, in lieu of the annual board, and that relating to the mode of
selection and tenure of office of the professors. To these I desire again
to invite special attention. The proposeji permanent board ~ill also
perform, not only once, but as often as experience may render necesary,
the sen·ice designated by the late board of visitors for the special comtnission recommended by them, namely, the revision of the course of
studies.
Upon this supervisory board should be representerl. the two houses of
Congress, the Army, the Navy, and some of the most eminent educational institutions of the countr.v. The Superintendent of the Military
Academy should doubtless be ex o:fficio a member of tllis board, as
representative of the academic board. The high board thus constituted would be able to give sufficient time ancl attention to the subject
to intelligently pass judgment upon the plans of the Superintendent for
revision of tlle course of studies and other improvements, to approve or
modify those plans, to observe their operation from year to year, and
thus conduct them toward perfection.
The proposed omission of the separate department of Spanish is in
accordance with the nearly unanimous recommendation of the academic
board. Tllis iR unquestionably demanded by the best interests of the
academy as \Yell as by con.siderations of economy. The change should
take effect upon the occurrence of a \~ac::tnc.v in the present professorship, ancl independently of the question whether the Spanish language
is to continue a part of tlle course of instruction. Whether it is continued or not, one department of modern languages would be l>etter than
two in this institution.
The proposed change in the mode of selection and tenure of office of
the professors is open to valid objection on the groun(l of insecurity of
tenure of officers assigned from the Army at large. But this objection
may be overcome by giving to the Boarcl of Visitors power to initiate
all changes necessary to be made in the academic board. Without
their recommenclation, cllanges would then rarely be made.
In order that no officers of the Army may be deprived of promotion
by the commissioning of the present professors in the corps to which
they formerly . belonged, there should be added, temporarily, to the
Corps of Engineers oue colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, and one major,
and to the Seventh Regiment of Cavalry one captain.
The two senior professors, formerly officers of artillery, need not nec-essarily be recommissioned, ancl if they were, no other officers would
thereby be deprived of promotion.
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For the purpose of giving all possible information on the subject to
those upon whom the responsibility of action devolves, I have invited
t he members of the academic board to separately submit their views
on these questions, and I now have the honor to forward them with this
·
report.
I also inclose a copy of the proposed revision of the statutes, with
such amendments ns appear to me to be necessary in Yiew of tlle objections suggested.
·
Tbe troops on duty in the department consist of the corps of professors, instructors, and their assistants; the battalion of cadets, a company of engineer troops, a detachment of cavalry and a detachment of
artillery, (the two latter being limited, by ord ers ~ to an aggregate of two
hundred enlisted men,) and the Military Academy band and field musicians attached to cadet companies.
The present strength of these several organizations is sufficient barely
for the necessities of the service, with the exception of t he number of
musicians now authorized for the band. This number is about half
that named in the Revised Statutes. and well known to be necessary to
constitute an efficient band of music. It is hoped that Con gress may
be pleased not to leave in so defective a state any part of t he organiza.
tion of the Military Academ y where all else is so creditable to the
country.
,
In conclusion, I take pleasure iu reporting th at the sta te of instruction in the several departments of the Academy, as now organized, and
of discipline in the corps of cadets, is highly satisfactory.
The detailed reports required by academic regulation s and the estimates of appropriations required for the service of the Academy for the
next fiscal year have heretofore been submitted.
Very respectfully) your obedient servant,.
J. M. SOHOFIEIJD,
~Major - Gen eral, U. S. Army,
Super intendent Mi li tary A cademy, Commanding D epwrtment.
Tu e ADJU TANT GENERAL,
United m ates A rmy, W ashi ngton, D. 0.

N o. 12 A.
HEADQUARTERS D EPARTMENT 01!' WEST POL~T,
UNITED STATES M ILITAHY ACADEMY,

West Point, N . Y ., April20, 1 i7.
Iu my opinion, after careful exami nation, the Revised Statutes relating
to the Military Academy are defective in the following re pects :
1 t. I n the mode of appointment and tenure e:fi office of tho principal officers of t he
Academy.
The uperintendent, the commandant of cadets, and the professors may all be appointed for life, without re triction of any kind. The two former may be, and thu
far have been, selected from the Army, t'liat is, they have been officers of the Army
a ign d by the President to those duties. The profe. or are, with the single exceptiOn of the profe or of law, appointed for life. I t would be much better if all were
?fficers of the Army, assigned to duty a~ the Academy during the pleasure of the Presldent.
•'uch. po. itions are rega.,rded. as very desirable and are much sought for. I n the nature of thmgs orne bad appomtment must be made. Even one such is enough to
work eri u injury to th Academy. Being a life appointment there is no practicable
rem dy, and b nee the evH mu t be endur d for a generation; wh ile if these positions
w refilled by the a ignment of Army officer , bad elections would be much le s likely
to ue made, and, what i far more important, if made, they could readily be corrected .
GENERAL:
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If it should happen that an unfit person be appointed permanently to the office of
Superintendent, or that of commandant of cadets, the result could hardly fail to be
ruinous to the Academy. Such appointments are quite possible under the existing
law.
The professors of the Academy rank as colonels or lieutenant-colonels, and their
offices are among the most important of those grades in the Army; yet the safeguards
thrown around those high grades in other branches of the military service are entirely
wanting i11 the Academy. Anybotly may be appointed a professor.
In a large corps of officers, having greatly diversified duties, a few members, lacking
special fitness, cause no great inconvenience. They can be assigned to such duties as
they may be qualified for, or even left off duty ; but, in a very small corps like the
academic board~_ where each member must have special fitness for his particular duties,
there is no remedy for a bad selection unless it ·be by transfer of the officer to some
other corps of the Army, and this should be authorized by law.
The most efficient period of life for academic duty is middle age, and some years
preceding. After that such duties become irksome. Officers desire a broader sphere,
opportunities for higher distinction and increased rank. As a general rule it would be
beneficial, both to the officer and to the public service, although the officer be one of
the most efficient, to allow him to return to his corps in the Army after a certain
period of service at the Academy; his place there to be filled by a younger man.
The saving of expense resulting from the change suggested would be considerable,
viz, the entire Army pay of the officers assigned to duty as professors.
Officers assigned to the important positions at the Academy should have local rank
and pay corresponding to their duties, substantially as now provided by law.
2d. Rank of the Superintendent and of the commandant of cadets.
The corps of cadets, with its infantry, cavalry, and artillery organizations, and t.he
engineers, ordnance, artillery, and cavalry attached for their instruction, constitute
the epitome of an army. The organization should be the model of that of an army,
or a" separate department," and the commander should have the rank of a brigadiergeneral, at least, instead of that of colonel, as now provided by law. For like reasons the comma,ndaut of the corps of cadets should have the rank of colonel.
3d. The course of instruction.
Considering the popular character of cadet appointments it is not possible to maintain a very high standard of qualification for admission to the Academy. Hence, instruction in the higher branches of an English education should form a part of the
prescribed course. These subjects were formerly taught, but in recent years they have
been crowded out by others thought to be more important.
In a course of studies a very large part of which must of necessity be technical, and to
which latter all others must be subordinate or preparatory, the remainder of the course
should be selected from the subjects which are, first, essential, and second, most important of those not essential; and it should be remembered that thorough instruction in a few branches is far more valuable than superficial knowledge of many.
The branches which embody the ultimate object of cadet education are embraced in
the departments of engineering, philosophy, chemistry, &c.; ordnance, law, and military tactics, &c. Those which are essential as preparatory to the former are mathematics, English, and drawing. The others are non-essential.
The French language was formerly indispensable for the reason that a large part of
the scientific text-books used at the Academy were printed in that language. Now
they are all in English, and hence l!,rench, though still important, is no longer indispensable.
.
The Spanish language was ·introduced not long after the Mexican war, when the
theory prevailed in official circles that future conquests or occupation of territory in
that direction would render a knowledge of the Spanish language by officers of the
Army very important. This theory has proved to be wholly fallacious. 'l'he knowledge of Spanish acquired at the Academy has proved of little use, and is not likely to
become more useful in a.ny future event that can now be foreseen. However desirable
a knowledge of Spanish may be as an accomplishment, its acquisition by au officer of
the Army at the expense of his own language cannot be regarded as better than a
waste of time.
'.rhe same is by no means true of the French. Frequent intercourse between Army
officers and foreign ers, both at home and abroad, renders a knowledge of the French
language very important, that being the universal language of such intercourse. Besides, the French military literature, although no longer indispensable, is still very
v aluable io the military student.
The study of English composition and construction, in which graduates of West
Point are not always as proficient as well-educated gentlemen ought to be, can be
best prosecuted in connection with translations from the French. For these reasons
the l!'rench and English should be consolidated into one department of modern
l anguages, and the department of Spanish should be abolished.
4th. Section 1332 requires the cadets " to be encamped at least th1·ee months in each
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year." This is not done, and cannot be done withou~ materially abridging the cour.se
of studies. The encampment actually lasts only a little more than two months, VIZ,
from the close of the examination in June until the 29th of .August. .
5th. Section 1312 makes the commandant of cadets instructor in the tactics of
the three arms of the service. Of course, he is the " senior" instructor, yet section
1309 provides for a " senior instructor " in the tactics of each of the arms, three in
all, besides the commandant. These three officers are presumed to be the same as
those styled "senior assistant instructors" in section 1337. Their title should be
simply " assistant instructor."
6th. Section 1336 gives the instructor of practical military engineering the pay of
major, and section 1337* m·akes his pay that of captain.
7th. Section 1315 is not clear in respect to the number of cadets to be appointed" at
large." The practice is to appoint tt?n annually) although this does not seem to be
very clearly authorized by the statute.
8th. The recent practice, sanctioned, though not required, by law, by which the
supervision of the .Academy was exercised by the Secretary of War, either directly
or through some subordinate officer or clerk of th~ department, was extremely detrimental to the best interests of the .Academy. It would have been much better to have
left the supervision, as formerly, in the Chief of Engineers-au officer having intimate
knowledge of and permanent interest in the institution. The .Academy should bfl
regarded as a pm·t 'of the A1·rny, and, like all other parts, subject to the constant care
of the General-iu-0hief.
9th. 'fhe board of visitors has survived the special purpose for which it was
intended, and, as now constituted, at least, it may well be questioned whether its continuance is in any respect desirable. It was designed as a means of bringing the
.Academy into closer relations with Congress and the country, and of disseminating a
knowledge of its true character and claims to the public confluence and support. Certainly these reasons no longer exist for the annual visit. No institution in the
country is now better known and appreciated than the Military .Academy. Naturally
a. great deal of time and attention are devoted to making a fine display before the
board of visitors, and possibly this may serve as some stimulus to the acquisition of a
high degree of excellence, but the benefit in this respect cannot be great. The thousands of unofficial, as well .as official, visitors who witness the academic and militr.ry
exercises every year quite sufficiently serve the office of critics.
But, if it is thought advisable to continue the board of visitors, the latter should be
so constituted as to be useful to the .Academy. This can be clone by giving the board
a certain degree of permanence in its composition, including among its members gentlemen whose professional education will enable them to judge of the merits and relative importance of all branches of the course of instruction. The members of such a
board would acquire, from year to year, a more thorough knowledge of the institution,
be able to discover its defects, and to jtidge wisely of the best practicable remedies.
Their reports would be entitled to, and would, probably, receive serious attention,
whicL. it is believed is rarely, if ever, given the reports of the present boards of visitors.
I have prepared a revision of the chapter of the Revised Statutes relating to the Military .Academy, making only such changes as are necessary to correct manifest errors
and to secure the reforms which I have herein. referred to, and which seem to me essential to the best interests of the .Academy. Beside the other advantages referred to, the
proposed changes would considerably diminish the expenses of the institution.
I respectfully submit the subject for the consideration of the honorable Secretary of
War, and such action as may by him be thought expedient.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient se.rvant,
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
The

.ADJUTA~T GENERAL Ul-IITED STATES .ARMY,

·

Majo1·-General.

Washington, D. C.
"* The word , " and the in tructor of practical military engineering," struck out of
1337 by act of February 27, 1 77 (G. 0. 29, .A. G. 0., 1 77).
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TITLE XIV.-THE ARMY.
CHAPTER Fou~.-The

"Sec.

1309. The Academy and post of West Point
a separate department.
1310. 0 rgan iza tion.
1311. Officers of Academy to be officers of
Army.
1312. Professors and chaplains may be
commissioned in Army.
1::313. Local rank of officers of Academy.
1314. Superiutendent to have immediate
command and government.
1::315. Commandant of cadets to command
corps of cadets and be instructor
of tactics.
1~16. Cadets, number and appointment of.
1317. Appointments in advance.
1318. Age of appointees.
1319. Examination and qualifications.
1320. Oath.
1321. Engagement for service.
1322. Cadet companies.

Military Academy.
Sec.

1323.
1324.
1325.
1326.
1327.
1328.
1829.
:!.3:~0.

1331.
1332.
1333.
1334.
13~5.

1336.
1337.
1338.
1339.

Where to do duty.
No studies on Sunday.
Found deficient.
Superintendent may execute sentences of general courts-marti~l, whtln
Board of visitors.
Duties of visitors.
Payment of expenses of visitors.
Leaves of absence.
Congressional documents to library.
Retirement of professors.
Pay an.d allowances of officers of
Academy.
Pay of master of sword.
Pay of cadets.
Pay of liurarian and assistant.
Pay of non-commissioned officer, &c.
Band consists of.
Pay, &c., of teacher of music and
enlisted men of band.

SEc. 1309. The United States Military Academy and the pos~ of West Point, in the
State of New York, shall constitute a separate military department. The General-inChief of the Army, under direction of the Secretary of War, shall have immediate supervision and charge of the department, subject to regulations prescribed by the President.
SEc. 1310. The Military Academy shall be constituted as follows: There shall be a
superintendent of the Academy, who shall be commanding general of the department;
a commandant of cadets, who shall be instructor in the tactics of the three arms; one
assistant instructor in the tactics of artillery; one assistant instructor in the tactics of
cavalry; one assistant instructor in the tactics of infantry; one professor and one
assistant professor of civil and military engineering; one professor and one assistant
professor of natural and experimental philosophy; one professor and one assistant professor of mathematics; one professor and one assistant professor of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology; one professor and one assistant professor of modern languages;. one
chaplain, who shall be professor of ethics; one professor and one assistant professor of
drawing; one professor and one assistant professor of international, constitutional, and
military law; one instructor of practical military engineering; one instructor of ordnance and the science of gunnery; one adjutant; one quartermaster; one quartermaster
and 'corumissary of cadets; one disbursing-officer, who shall be treasurer of the Academy, and shall give bonds; one master of the sword; and such additional officers of
the Army as may be necessary for the instruction of the cadets.
SEc. 1311. All the officers of the Military Academy shall be officers of the Army, assigned
to duty at the Academy dnring the pleasure of the President. 'rhe professors shall be
officers of not less than ten years' service in the Army, shall be selected solely on the
ground of special qualifications for their professorships, and shall not be removed therefrom except upon their own application, or when the good of the Academy may require
snch change.
SEC. 1312. The professors of the Academy who have heretofore been officers of any
corps or arm of the service may be appointed and commissioned by the President to
the grade in such corps or arm, respectively, to which they would have been entitled
by regnlar promotion, according to seniority, if they bad continued to serve in snch
corps or arm of the service. The chaplain may be commissioned a chaplain in the
Army. Any of the professors who may not be commissioned in the Army, as providecl
in this section, may be retired from active service, aA now authorized by law, or they
may be retained on dnty at the Military Academy in their present rank ; bnt no new
appointments shall be made to the grade of professor in the Military Academy. No
officer of the Army shall be deprived of the promotion to which he would otherwise
be entitled, by the appointment, as provided in this section, of any of the prP-seut professors to his former corps or branch of the service.
SEc. 1313. The following officers of the Academy shall, while serving as such, have
local rank, as follows: The superintendent, when not a general officer of the Army,
shall have the local rank of brigadier-general; the commandant of cadets, the local
rank of colonel; the professors, for the first ten years of their service as such, the local
rank of lieutenant-colonel, and thereafter the local rank of colonel; the ir.structors,
the local rank of major.
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SEC. 1314. The superintendent, and, in his absence, the next in rank, shall have tile
immediate command of the department and the _government of the Academy.
SEC. 1315. The commandant of cadets shall nave the immediate command of the
corps of cadets, and shall be instructor in the tactics of artillery cavalry, and infantry,
and in the rules of military police and discipline.
SEc. 1316. The corps of cadets shall consist of one from each Congressional district,
one from each Territory, one from the District of Columbia, and ten appointed annnally
from the United States at large. They shall be appointed by the President, and shall,
with the exception of the ten cadets appointed at large, be actual residents of the Congressional or territorial districts, or
the District of Columbi a, respectively, from
which they purport to be appointed.
.
SEc. 1317. Cadets shall be appointed one year in advance of the time of their adrmssion to the Academy, except in cases where, by reason of death or other cause, a
vacancy occurs which cannot be provided for by such appointment in advance; but no
pay or other allowance shall be given to any appointee until be shall have been reg~
larly admitted, as herein provided; and all a.ppointments shall be conditional until
such provisions shall have been complied with.
SEc. 1318. Appointees shall be admitted to the Academy only between the ages of
seventeen and twenty-two years.
SEc. 1319. Appointees shall be examined under regulations to be prescribed, from
time to time, by the Secretary of War, before they shall be ·admitted to the Academy,
and shall be required to be well versed in reading, writing, and arithmetic, and to
have a knowled~e of the elements of English grammar, of descriptive geography (particularly that ot the United States), and of the history of the United States.
SEc. 1320. Each cadet shall, previous to his admission to the Academy, take and
subscribe an oath or affirmat.ion in the following form:
.
"I, A. B., do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United
States, and bear true allegiance to the National Government; that I will maintain and
defend tbe sovereignty of the United States, paramount to any and all allegiance, sovereignty, or fealty I may owe to any State, county, or country whatsoever; and that I
will at all times obey the legal orders of my superior officers, and the rules and articles
·
governing the armies of th e United States."
And any cadet or candidate fvr admission who shall refuse to take this oath shall be
dismissed from tho service.
SEc. 1321. Each cadet shall sign articles. with the consent of his parent or guardian
if he be a minor, and if any be llave, by which he shall engage to sen·e eight years
unless sooner dischaged.
SEC. 1322. The corps of cadets shall be arranged into companies, according to the
directions of the superintendent, each of which shall be commanded by an officer of
the Army, for the purpose of military instruction. To each company shall be added
four musicians. The corps shalt be taught and trained in all the duties of a private
soldier, non-commissioned officer, and officer; shall be encamped at least two months in
each year, and shall be taught and trained in all the duties incident to a regular camp.
SEc. 1323. Cadets shall be subject at all times to do duty in such places and on such
service as the President may djrect.
SEc. 1324. The Secretary of War shall so arrange the course of studies at the Academy
that the cadets shall not be required to pursue their studies on Sunuay.
SEc. 1325. No cadet who is reported deficient in either conduct or studies and recommended. to be discharged from the Academy, shall, unless upon recommendation of the
academi~ board, be returned or reappointed, or appointed to any place in the Army
before his class shall have left the Academy and received their commissionii.
SEc. 1326. The superintendent of the Military Academy shaH have power to execute
the sentences of general courts-martial appointed by him, for the trial of cadets, except .t~e sentence~ o~ suspension and dismission, subject to the same limitation and
conditiOns now ex1stmg as to other general courts-martial.
SEc. 1327. There shall be a permanent Board of Visitors of the Military Academy,
which shall be constituted as f9llows: Two Senators, to be appointed by the President
of the Senate; three Representatives, to be appointed by the Speaker of the House
of Repre entatives; the General-in-Chief, and another general officer of the Army i
the uperintendent of the Military Academy; two officers of the Navy, of the rank of
rear-admiral or commodore, and three other persons, to be appointed by the Pre ideo~.
EC. 132 . It ball be the duty of the Board of Visitors to attend the annual examin.ation ~f the Academy, and to inquire into the actual state of the discipline, in tructlOn, pol1ce administration, fi cal affair , and other concerns of the Academy. The
Yi itor appointed by the Pre ident shall report thereon to the Secretary of \ ar for
the i~for~1ation of ougre , at the commencement of theses ion next succeeding ncb
exammahon, 3;nd the eoator and epre entati ve designated as visitors ball r po~t
to . ongr s Within twenty days aft r the meeting of theses ion next succeeding their
actiOn a ncb ' 'i itor , with tb ir views and recommendation concerning the .Acafl my.
It ball he the duty of them >ml.Jers of tho Board of Vi itors appointed by th Pre -
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ident, to visit the Academy at such times as the President may direct, to inquire into
the course of studies and state of instruction, administration, and discipline, and to
recommend to the Secretary of War such changes in the course of studies, administration,
and discipline, and in the officers composing the academic board, as the good of the
Academy may require.
.
.
SEC. 1329. No compensation shall be made to the members of sa1d board for their
services, but for their expenses payment will: be made of a per diem not exceeding five
dollars while at the Academy, and mileage not exceeding eight cents a mile for traveling by the shortest mail-route from their respective homes to the Academy and thence
to their homes .
. SEC. 13:30. Leave of absence may be granted by the superintendent, under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of War, to the professors, assistant professors, instructors, and other officers of the Academy, for the entire period of the suspension of
the ordinary academic studies, without deduction from pay or allowances.
SEC. 31:H. The Secretary of the Senate shall furnish annually to the library of the
Academy one copy of each document published during the preceding year by the
Senate.
SEc. 1332. The professors of the Military Academy at West Point are placed on the
same footing, as to retirement from active service, as other officers of the Army.
SEc. 1333. The superintendent, commandant of cadets, professors, and instructors of
the Academy shall have ~he pay and allowances of their' local rank. The assistant
professors, assistant instructors, adjutant, quartermaster, quartermaster and commissary of cadets, the disbursing-officer, and the four officers commanding cadet companies shall have the pay and allowances of captain mounted.
SEc. 1334. The master of the sword of the Military Academy shall receive pay at the
rate of fifteen hundred dollars a year, with fuel and quarters.
SEc. 1:335. Cadets at the Military Academy shall receive four hundred and fifty dollars a year and one ration a day.
SEC. 13:36. The librarian and assistant librarian at the Military Academy shall each
receive one hundred and twenty dollars a year additional pay.
SEc. 1337. The non-commissioned officer in charge of mechanics and other labor at
the Military Academy; the soldier acting as clerk in the adjutant's office, aud the four
enlisted men in the philosophical and chemical departments and lithographic office,
shall each receive fifty dollars a year additional pay.
SEC. 1338. The Military Academy band shall consist of one teacher of music, who
shall be leader of the band, and may be a civilian, and of forty enlisted musicians of
the band.
SEC. 1339. The teacher of music shall receive ninety dollars per month, one ration,
and the allowance of fuel of a second lieutenant of the Army; and of the enlisted
musicians of the band, ten shall each be paid thirty-four dollars per month : and the
remaining thirty shall each be paid thirty dollars per month; and the enlisted musicians of the band shall have the benefits as to pay arising from re-enlistments and
length of service applicable to other enlisted men of the Army.
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OF

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL.
WAR DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF MILITARY JUS'l'ICE,

Washington, October 10, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with circular of the- 28th ultimo, I bave the honor
to furnish the following report of the business of this bureau since the
date of my last annual official report of October 1, 1876:
Number of general court-martial records received, reviewed, and registered ..... 1, 926.
Number of records of inferior courts received, reviewed, and registered, up to
March, 1877 ....•.....•................ -----· ··---- ·--- """" ·----· ·----- ••.. 5, 752

[Since March 3,1877, these records bave been required, by act of Congress of that date, to be retained at the headquarters of the military
departments in which the courts were held, instead of being forwarded
to Washington.]
Ntl.mber of reports made and opinions furnished upon court-martial proceedings,
applications for remission of sentence, &c., and upon the miscellaneous questions of law referred to the Judge Advocate General for opinion by the Secretary of War, &c ....••..•.••......... - ... - .... - - - . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . • . . • • . . • . . .
t:l07
Number of official applications from the War and Treasury Departments for abstracts of proceedings of trials, &c., answered ........... --- .. ---- _____ ... _... 1,896
Copies of records furnished un(ler the 114th article of war, &c., pages._ .•..• _.. 1, 710

The following schedule, which is similar to one furni~hed with· the last
annual report, exhibits the number of convictions in "the Army of the
offenses indicated, as shown by the records of general courts-martial
received at the bureau during the past year:
For absence without leave ....••.............. --.. . . . . . . . . . . . _....... _. __ . . .
For allowing prisoner to escape ................................ ___ .. _. __ ... _.
For assault and battery.... . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •.............. __ ... . . . .
For assault with intent to kill. ............ - ...... -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . .
For breach of arrest .........••.................. _............. ~. .• • • • . . . . . . .
:I!' or desertion •..• -.......... " .................. - .................... :. . . . . . .
For disobedience of orders.---- .......... ------.·----· .... ------ ...• ------....
For disrespect to superior officer ............. ·----· .......... ··---·-----·....
For drunkenness·----·------ .......... ------·----·---· .......•.••. ·--·.......
For drunkenness on duty .....••....•••.. ·----· ........ ··---· ...•. : ·.... ·----·
For embezzlement, &c .. - .•.....• -.... - •... -... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .
For failure to attend drill, roll-call, &c ....... ... ............. ---····-----....
For larceu y .........• •....• -- ••..•.......•.••. - -. . • . . . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . . . • . . .
For manslaughter ...... ·---·· ..................... ·---··---- ...... -----·....
For mutiny and mutinous conduct ............. -----··----····--··----·-----For neglect of duty .................................. --- ......... ----........
For presenting fraudulent claim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . . . . . . . . .
For offering violence to superior officer ......... - ..... -.......... . . . • • . . . . . . . .
For quitting guard or post as sentinel. ........... ---- ...... ------............
For quitting platoon or division..............................................

11

w

261
11
94
35
44
506
214

~89

181
227
7
69
173
9
12
110
11
58
58
14
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For selling, losing, or wasting government property ........••....• ~...... . . . .
]<'or sleeping on post .............•••............. --. ----- ..... -.... - .. --.- .. -.
For conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman (not included.under previous beads) ...........•.............•.... - ..... -... - -- .. - - - •. -. - - .... - - -. -:For disorders, &c., charged as "conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline," (not included under previous beads)........................
For miscellaneous, not included under any previous bead...... . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . .

119
75
22
298
24

It affords me pleasure to bear testimony to the zeal and fidelity with
which the officers and employes of this bureau and the members of the
corps of judge-advocates have performed their respective duties during
the past year.
In concluding this report I desire to present certain recommendations,
as follows:
I. That the question of the application of the military statute of limitations-the 103<} article of war-to cases of desertion may finally · be
settled, either on the basis of the exhaustive opinion given on this subject
by the honorable Attorney General, of September 1, 1876 (a copy of
which is herewith inclosed), or, if thought desirable to distinguish between desertion and other military offenses, by some additional legislation which shall fix, beyond the possibility of question, a specific period
of limitation to prosecution in. cases of desertion.
The existing statute of limitations for military cases, viz, the article
of war referred to, is as follows :
ART. 103. No person shall be liable to be tried and punished by a general court-martial for any offense which appears to have been committed more than two years before
the issuing of the order for such trial, unless, by reason of having absented himself,.
or of some other manifest impediment, he shall not have been amenable to justice
within that period.
·

·My predecessor in office, General Joseph Holt, in construing this
article, held, in repeated cases, that there was nothing in the article to
except desertion from the operation of the limitation, but that the same ·
was included, equally with all ·other military crimes, within the provision. He held that the word "absence" was employed in the same
sense as in some of the State statutes of limitation, and meant here
absence from the jurisdiction of the United States; and JJe was of
opinion that, unless th.e order for the court was issued within two years
after the date of the desertion, the prosecution of the same was barred
by the article.
The Attorney General, in the cases of Thompson and Harris (XIII,
Opi:t?ion s, 462; XIV, do., 265), expressed substantially the same opinion,
except that he viewed the term "absence" as meaning any absence
(whether or not outside of the jurisdiction of the United States) which
should be sufficient to pre\ent tlJe military authorities, by the use of
due and reasonable diligence, from detecting the offender. That the
article included desertion, and imposed a limitation for the prosecution
of that offense, was not doubted.
Later, in the elaborate opinion of September 1, 18i6, abo~e mentioned, the honorable Attorney General held positi,ely that the provi ion of the article limiting pro8ecutions to two years clearly applied
to de ertion in the arne manner as to all other military offenses; butde ertion being, as be held, a contin~ting o:ffense-JJe concluded that this
time id not begin to ru until. from and after the expiration of the term
for which the oldier hau enli ted. Thus, a de erter enlisting for five
J:ear (the t rm requir d for enli tm nt uy the exi 'ting law) was held
l~able to tlle military jurLdiction and trial <luring such five years and
f r th two y ar following· ut, if no court were conveued fot· his trial
·ithin tb . e en y ar.-, he could not thereafr r be pro cute<l, except
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where there existed in his case some legal impediment to his being proceeded against within the statutory limits.
.
But during the past year the late Secretary of War, in considering
the subject, preferred, as it is understood, to adopt the view that the
H)3d article did 1iot apply to desertion ; in other words, that this, alone
of all military crimes, was excepted from the limitation, and that, consequently, a deserter remained liable. to trial and punishment during .
his entire life.
This view, it is believed, was supposed to be supported by the practice of the Army before the late war. The only express ruling, however,
which I have seen in the early orders, was to the opposite effect. This
is the ruling of the General-in-Chief of the Army, published in General
. Orders of tbe Headquarters of the Army, Adjutant General's Office,
No. 17, of 1834, in which the action of a cot1rt-martial, which refused to
entertain a charge of desertion in which the offense was alleg~d to have
been committed more than two years prior to the trial, was formally
approved by the General-in-Chief. If the. subsequent practice did not
accord with this ruling, it would seem to have been in contravention of
orders, and irregular.
During the late war the question undftr consideration was rarely presented; deserters, where brought to justice, being generally arrested
and tried soon after the commission of their offenses. Subsequently to
the war the ruling of the Judge Advocate General and of the Attorney
General, as expressed in his earlier opinions, seems to have been generally adopted in practice until a comparatively recent period. Thus,
as lately as General Court-Martial Orders No. 63, of the War Department,
Adjutant General's Office, of August 10,1874, in the case of Private John
Anderson, a deserter, the offense of desertion was treated (apparentry
as of course-no doubt on the subject being intimated) as being within
the limitation of the 103d (then numbered 88th) Article, and the opinions
of the Attorney General as to the application of the article to this
offense were referred to as governing the case.
.
At the present time, however, the direction of the late Secretary, that
courts-martial shonld be held to have jurisdiction of all cases of deserters without regard to the period that may have intervened since the
commission of tlle offense, prevails and governs the practice o.f the
department.
'.rbis ctirection, however, does not appear to have been formally promulgated, and can therefore scarcely be viewed in the light of a final
adjudication. For this reason·, and because I Cftn but concur with my
predecessor and with the honorable Attorney General, that there is
nothing in the article of war to support the construction that desertion
was intended to be excepted from its provisions, I venture to enter my
respectful protest against such a construction as unreasonable and opposed to the enlightened spirit of modern criminal codes. It is a general principle of all these codes that the State shall prosecute offenders
within a reasonable time, or be barred therefrom; that to hold at will
over the party the menace of punishment, keeping him constantly in
suspense without proceeding to bring him to justice or afford him the
opportunity of a judicial exculpation, is contrary to public policy, unworthy the dignity of the government, and cruel. Consequently, in the
laws of the United States, and generally of the separate States, a limitation is :fixed for the prosecution of all crimes, except only willful murder. In the United States Revised Statutes high treaRon even is not
excepted from the limitation.
Thu 8Uch grave off'en es a treason, manslaughter, mayhem, rape,
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arson, robbery, and burglary, are all included within the statutes of limitation which govern prosecutions under the criminal codes of the land.
So-at military law-mutiny, disobedience of orders, and the offering of
violence to an officer, which are to be deemed graver offenses than desertion, because at all times puuishable with death, while desertion is so
punishable in war only, as also cowardice in battle, and various other
offenses incident to war, which being capital, are at least equally grave
with desertion, are also all included within the statute of limitations
contained in the article under consideration. That desertion, an offense
unaccompanied by violence, and obviously not the most heinous or most
unpardonable that a soldier may be guilty of, should, alone of all military offenses, be excepted from the statute, would certainly seem to be
most unconscionable.
That to bold it to be so excepted involves most deplorable results, is
not rarely illustrated in practice. It is by no means infrequent for cases
to come before this bureau in which the offender, five, ten, or more
years having elapsed since his offense, has built up a reputation as a
good and respected citizen; acquired a comfortable llorne, and surrounded himself with an estimable family, and· has then been suddenly
arrested by tlle military authorities, and tried and sentenced to from
three to fi\ e sears' confinement at hard labor in a military prison. I
cannot but regard such action as unwarranted, arbitrary, and oppressive.
Wllether or not this view be con curred. in, it can scarcel.' but be
admitted that the question under consideration is one that suoulLl be
finally set at rest: either by a formal and published decision of the Secretary of War, or by precise legislation. I have, therefore, the honor
to 'urge that, unless the honorable Secretary, in concurrence with the
Attorney General, or otherwise, shall construe the existing Article o_f
War as sufficiently fixing a period of limitation in cases of desertion, l.te
will recommend to Congress the enactment of a statutory provision to
the effect that no person shall be tried or punished by court-martial for
the offense of desertion from the .Army, unless he shall l>e apprehended,
or shall surrender himself as a deserter, within three, five, or other
number of years from the date ou which lle absented himself without
authority; any period during which the part.v may have remained: out of
the jurisdiction of the United States ueing excluded from the computation of the vears of limitation.
II. That ·there be sought to be enacted by Congress an additional
article of war making punishable, at the discretion of a court-martial,
the offense of gambling by officers or soldiers of tlle Army. The criminal code for tl.Je go ernment of the Navy contains an article making
gambling punisllable a "scandalou ·conduct to the destruction of good
moral ,'' and an equal nece ity is believed. to exist for such a pro\ision
in the Articles of '\Var. Tile vice of g~mbling, a I gather from records
of court -martial and other autlleutic information, prevails to a very
con iderable extent in our Army. It i , llowever, uot punishable as
such, but only in certain ca ·e , a wllere committed by a di -bursingofficer of the go\'ernment, or unuer circumstances reflecting some peculiar di honor on the party. This vice, I need not add, i mo t demoralizing in it effect·, and u ce arily tends to relax tl.t.e bonds of military
? l~g~tion and duty. Both to put a 'top to an immoral indulgence preJUdiCial to good ord r aud militar <li ·cipline, a, well a· to protect young
. fficer haYing mall pay,'' ho are ton olt ·n 1 d into it by their uperior
1n ra k I would recommt>n1l that gambling, or the playing at card or
oth r games for money or other valuable take, be ab olutely and po i·
7
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tive1y prohibited in tlle Army by the proper legislation to be sought
from Congress.
,
III. That where the exclusive State jurisdiction has for any reason
been omitted to be excepted or ceded in a case of any military reservation or post, intended to be permanent, proceedings be taken for procuring a cession of such jurisdiction over the same. In the absence of
a relinquishment of the State jurisdiction, collisions are apt to occur at
such posts between the civil and military authorities, tending greatly
to embarrass the administration of military justice. The public sentiment is believed to be at this time in a favorable condition for the
adjustment of the· subject here indicated.
W. M. DUNN,
Juclge Advocate General.

Bon. GEo. W. McCRARY,
Secretary of TVctr.
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T H~~ Q lJ AR T· ERThi AS T E R- GE.NERAL.
WAR DEP .ARTMENT •
QUAR'l'ER:.\'l:.ASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

October 10, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the annual report .of operations of

the Quartermaster's Department duriug the fiscal year ending June 30,
1877:
On Jnly 1, 1876, the balance in the Treasury o~ account of appropriations for years prior to July 1,
1871, was b'y report oflast year----··----~- ..••..
Appropriated for deficiencies,·act approved July 24,
1876 - -.---- ------ -----. - ------ ----.- ------ ---- ..
Appropriated for deficiencies, act approved March 3,

ltl77 -- - --- --. - . - - - -.• - - - ••.. - ... -- - - -- -- . - .. - . - .

Amount restored to appropriation from surplus fund,
being under contract liable to disbursement ..... .
Amounts placed to theCI·edit of appropriations during
the year by deposit of funds for redistribution and
of amounts received from sales to officers, &c., of
public property .......••••....•••...............
Amount of war transfer warrant No. 245, act approved March 3, ltl75 ........................... .

$92,389 34

10i,742 40
197,172 95
2, 137 00

148,250 c9
4,188 53

· $545,881 11
Requisitions on settlements made at the Treasury of
claims and accounts ....................••......•
Amount of war transfer warrant No . .!45, act approved
Marcl;l 3, 18i5 .......•...........................
Amount carrieu to the surplus fund, act approved
June 20, 18i4 .................................... .

352,332 37
127,007 85
64,475 84
G43,816 06

Balance in Treasury July 1, 1877 ............................. .

2,065 05

App1·op1·iaf'ions for the fiscal year endi11g June 30, 18{2.
Balance in the Treasury July 1, 1876 ........... .... .
Appropriated for deficiencies, act approved March 3,
1877 -.-. ---.-- . ---- .•.. - . ----- -. ---- .• ---- . --.-Amounts placed to the credit of the appropriations
during the year by deposit of funds for redistribution and of amounts received from sales to officers,
&c., of public property ......................... .

$51,558 20
299 40

2, 184 62
54,042 22

Requisitions on settlements made at the Treasury of
claims and accounts ....................... -----·
Amount of war transfer warrant No. 245, act approved March 3,1 75 ............•......•.. ------ ....
Amount carried to the surplus fund, act approved
June 20, 18i4 .. _... ___ ..... _. . __ ••...... __ .....•.

1,880 42
73
2,956 55

4,837 70
Balance in Trea ury July 1,1 77 .................. . ···--· ...•

49,204 52
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Approp1·iations for the fiscal yea1· ending June 30, 1873.

Balance in the Treasury July 1, 1876 .•• •.• .. . . . .. .•.
Appropriated for deficiencies, act approved March 3,
1877 ······ ······ .•••.. · · ·-~· ···-·· .. ·----· ······
Amount placed to the credit of the appropriations during the year by deposit of funds for redistribution
and of amounts received from sales to officers, &c.,
of public pro peTty ............. _..... . . .. . • • • • • ..

$1,000 00
61,701 84

13, 699 25

Requisitions on settlements made at the Treasury of
claims and accounts ........................... ..
Amount of war transfer warrant No. 245, act approved ·
March 3, 1875 .........••....•• ~ .......•....•.••.
.Amount transferred.to other Departments ......... .
Amount carried to the surplus fund, act approved
June 20, 1874 ...................................•

$76,40 1 09

61,701 84
17 00
263 05
13,419 20

75,401 09
1,000 00

Balance in Treasury July 1, 1877 ............ ................ .
App1'0priations for the fiscal yem· ending June 30, 1874.
Appropriated for deficiencies, act approved M::trch 3,

1tl77 .
Amount restored to appropriation from surplus fund
being under contract liable to disbursement ... _...
Amounts placed to the credit of the appropriations
dnring the year by deposit of funds for redistnbution and of amounts received from sales to officers,
&c., ofpublic property..........................

$58, 726 87

Remitted to disbursing-officers during the year .....
Requisit'ons on settlements made at the Treasury of
claims and accounts .. : ......................... .
Amount of war transfer warrant No. 24!l, act approved
March 3, 1875 ...........•.••••.....•............
Amount transferred to other Departments ......... .
Amount carried to the surplus fund, act approved
June 20, 1874 .................•....•......•......

323,000 00

0

•

-

•••••••••••••

-

••••

-

•••••• -- ••••

-- ••••• -.

App1'0]J1'iations jo1· the fiscal

yeat~

325,778 55

2, 233 17

:386,738 59

61,504 92
1 62
498 28

1,733 77

386,738 59

ending June 30, 1875.

Balance in the Treasury July 1, 1876 . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Amounts placed to the credit of the appropriations
during the year by deposit of funds for redistribution and of amounts received from sales to officers,
&c., of public property . . . • • • . • • • .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$594, 849 54

32, 488 73
627,338 27

Requisitiom; on settlements made at the Treasury of
claims and accounts ...... .... : ................ ..
Amount carried to the surplus fund, act approved
June 20, 1874 ................................... .
Balance in Treasury July I, 1S77 ......

oo

191,988 69
427,631 33

.....................

Remi~t. ~to di bur ing-officers during they ar .....
R qm. tttOn , on ttl ment. made at the Trea ury of
claim and account ..................
00

•••••

00

7, 718 25

~0,

1876.
$797,989 71
10,000 00
1, 500 00

Appropriations for the fiscal year ending June

Balance in Trea my July 1, 1 76 ....... ... . .. .. •...
Appropriation, act ap}Jroved July 31,1 76...... ....
Approp1·iation, act approved July 27, 1 76.... .. . . . .
Amount tran ferrecl from appropriation for military
pri on, Port Leavenworth, Kansa. .. .... .. .... .. ..
Amount placed to the credit of the appropriation ·
during tb year by depo i.t of fund for redistribution and of amount rectnved f~;om ale to officers,
c., of public property..........................

.

619,620 02

••

443 91

519,284 40
1,329,21 02
112,621 14
22d,036 20
336,657 34

a1ance iu Trea. ury July 1, 1 ;7 ...................

00

......

00

992,560 68
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Appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 18i7.

Appropriation for the :fiscal year, act approved July
3, Hl76 ...........•........•••............ _. ....••
Appropriation for the fiscal year, act approved July 22,
1876 ................ ·-·-·· .......... ··· ·-~- ......
Appropriation for the fiscal year, act approved July 24,
18i6 ··--·· ·----· ···--· ·----··----··----·········
Appropriation for the :fiscal year, act approved July 31,
1876 ...: ····-· ...•.....•.........•.. ··---· -----Appropriation for the :fiscal year, act approved August
15, 1876 ...... - ...... -- ... - ..... - ....... --. . . . . . .
Appropriation for the :fiscal year, act approved Jannary 24, 1877.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . • • • • . . . . .
Amount placed to the credit of the appropriation
d1.uing the year by deposit of funds for redist.ri!Jutionanrl. of amounts received from sales to officers,
&c., of publ_ic property..........................

$12,000 00
200,000 00
10,182,750 00
61,688 15
994, 300 00
2, 500 00

14R,518 51
11, 6Ql, 756 66

Remitted todisbursing-officersduringthe year......
Requisitions on settlements made at the Treasury of
clai111s and accounts.............................
Amount transferred to appropriation for military
prison, Fort Leavenwortll, Kansas, (no limit.)....

11,352,083 99
27,585 67
443 91
$11,380, 1)3 57

Balance in Treasury July 1, 18i7 .........•••.

221,643 09

......

Tho balances of appropriations undrawn by the Quartermaster's Department on July 1, 1877, were as follows:

~

~

For what fiscal year.
A pproprin.tions.
1871andprior l
years.

1871-'72.

1872-'73.

1873-'74.

1874-'75.

1875-'76.

1876-'77.

Total.
$397,983
45,203
8, 392
37,637
359,507
256,581
69,034
3, 406
25,000
10, oou
10,000
4-14

30
61
51
36
60
82
48
50
00
00
00
41

pj
tr_j

"'d

0
t:O
1-:3
0

~

1-:3
~

tr_j

50,000 00
], 000 00

rn

1, 274, 191 59

a

At the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, the then balance of the bead-stone appropriation, $534,087.83,
was, by warrant No. 213,. carried to the surplus fund; but during the past fiscal year tile Treasury Department bas honored requisitions of the War Department upon this appropriation to meet payments on the existing contracts, which has
reduced the balance to $211,488.48.
· ·
Tlle accounts and vouchers which have been examined in this office since tile last annual report show approved disbursffillents, as follows:

P>

$1, 000 00 ' . ----- . - --- -- '.----- -- -- . --.
Total - ·---- · ·······-· -· ··-···- · ·---··-----· · ---··-----

2, 065 05

49,204 52

1, 000 00 '.-- .•.. - .. - .. .

7, 718 25

l:rj

992, 560 68

221, 643 09

1

pj
tr_j

On account of appropriations for years prior to July 1, 1871 ..................................... - ••..........••.............•...
Ji'or the fiscal year ending J nne 30, 1872 ............................••....•....................••.••......... - ....••.•.....•...•

!g;g i§~ I~;~ ~UlU m~ ~~ ~EL·:·:~·:·:~~-::~:::·:":·::·:":~~-:·:~~~~-:-:·::~:~~ ·:·:·: :·: ~::~~~ ~~~~~: -:~~-:~~~-:~~~~~~~~:_~·:·:~~:: ~~~~:~ ~~~:

For the fiscal yoar ending June 30, 1877 ..••.....•.....•.......•.... -·· ................... --- .. --- -·· ..• --· •···•• ··- ·•• ···· ·· - ··

$358,002
1,729
63,680
291,029
265,477
5,848,326
3,243,465

66
57
59
18
99
62
86

10, 071, 712 47

~

pj
~

0

~

~

P>
~

Appropriations are cbargecl with these disbursements as follows:
For what fiscal year.
1871 and prior I

years.

Regular supplies ...... ---- .. ---- ... --- ...... --.-- .. -- . ... .. -.: ..
Incidental expenses .................... ---- .... -------.---- .. -Horses, cavalry and artillery ................ -----·.
Barracks and qua,rters ......................•.......... -- .... -.Army transportation ......•......
Clothing of the Army •.......•..••..........•. " .............. - .
Nationa,l cemeteries --- ...................... --- ............... .
Hospitals ......•...............................................
Pay of superintenilents of national cemeteries . ... . .. .... .... -Head-stones for soldiers' graves ...... ........................ ..
Platte River bridge ........ ....................... ------ ...... ..
Post on the Loop River ....................... .
Military roads ............................................... -1l1ilitary prison ..... __ ........................ ---- ...... .... .. Depot building, San Antonio, Tex ............................. ..
Construction of military posts on Yellowstone River, &c ...... .
Officers' transportation ...................................... .
Total··-----

Total.
_,
1871 72·

1872-'73.

1873-'74.

1875-'76.

1874-'75.

1876-'77.

$16 75
$637 88
$126 40
$3,889 84 $1, 603, 366 81 $1,104,566 48 $2, 722, 720 34
18
812,829 15
542, 41:39 42
245, 613 55
10,17192
6,866 12
220 0!!
92
1, 120 22
fl28, 62fl 17
27!1, 9:l1 88
3~0. 893 71
137 00 ..................... .......................
2, 625 00
58
716,171 36
203,243 02
1, 046, 68-1 29
I97 58
33, 693 76
89
1, 950 80
3,196 sa
3, 579, 346 97
213,251 39 1, !H9, 360 74 1, 09!:!, 786 19
21
148 37
61, 493 04
63,065 03
716,526 49
135,281 90
50 . .................... . ..................... ·----- -----247 81
580, 494 28
49, 370 28
12, 780 32
65,830 99
74 ..... ................ .......................
522 63
2, 970 02
75,708 98
...................... ........................ ..................... .......................
69, 494 47
4, 280 96
I, 933 55
13,008 04
...................... . .................... .......................
. .................... ····--------13, 008 0<\
227,262 2:3
..................... . . ............... ..................... '"2i3;434'84' ........................
3, 521 27
10, 306 12
.................... ....................... ......................
5, 025 00
5, 025 00 . ....................
50
I, 380 48
308 13
1, 689 11
........ -.... -.. . .. .. .. . . -. .. .. .. . . . . . . -.. .... .... -.. . . : .................. -.. .
............................................. ........................... . ................. ....................
. 34, 795 59 . - •.. -.-- .....
:H, 795 59
... ............................................................................... ....................
45,359 79
.................................................................................... . ... ...................
5;<, 859 03
.......................
40, 113 66
....... 326'64 :::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::::: . . ....................
326 64
$10, llfi
6, 347
29,048
Sil, 230
223,242
502
187

~

...•, , I "· '" "
:::: :~·: ~ ~;: ~~ --. ;~:. ~~~. ~~.

338,202 66

1, 729 57 1 63, 680 59

291,029 18

265, 477 99

1

s, 848, 326

62

1

3, 243, 465 86

10, 071, 712 47

,{)
~
~

~
~

trl

~

~

~
':11
~

t>:l

p:j
I

~
z

trl
~

>

r

-...
c:.>-:l
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During tho past fiscal year accounts for disbursements on account of
the Quartermaster's Department ha\e been rendered by 378 officers.
The heaviest disbursements during the year were made by Oapt. A. F.
Rockwell, assistant quartermaster, depot quartermaster Washington,
D. C., and in charge of military cemeteries and erection of headstones
on soldiers' graves therein, and amounted to $623,000.
As there are only 65 officers of the regular establishment of the Quartermaster's Department, it follows that 313 officers of the line or of
other branches of the staff have during the year acted as disbursingofficers of quartermasters' funds.
There were examined during the year 2,318 money accounts and 3,282
property returns, and there remained in the office 1st July, 11:;77, 1,458
accounts and 680 returns to be examined.
Last year the corresponding nurn bers were 387 accounts and 417 returns unacted on.
The work therefore in the accounts branch of the office bas fallen in
arrears, which is caused by the reduction in the clerical force under the
law of 15th August, 1876, having been, too great. In order to keep up
this branch of the business of the office, important to officers and to
the Treasury, the safety of both depending on prompt settlement of accounts, at least three good and efficient cle1 ks, carefully selected for
skill in accounts, should be added to the accounts branch of this office.
The expenditures of the year have been kept within the appropriation, for no money not appropriated could be expended, but the active
movements of the Army to and from the Southern States and the transportation of a considerable force to the Department of the Columbia
and to the Sioux country, and the constant campaigns against the
Sioux, and lately against the Nez Perces, have involved movements,
the expenses of which the appropriation for transportation, $3,734,800,
will not be able to defray~ and a deficiency estimate of $1,200,000 to
settle the claims thence arising bas been prepared· and submitted to you.
All other appropriations for the fiscal year it is believed will be sufficient to meet the liabilities incurred.
The appropriations were too small, and the Army has suffered for
want of a more liberal provision. Notwithstanding the large increase
in the cavalry force, the whole ._,rant of money for this depal'tment was
$1,500,000 less than the appropriation of the prior year; but it has
been a year of distress and of falling prices, and the total cost of the
er"ic.e of this department has been about $300,000 less than in 1875-'76,
notwith tanding the increased activit.v in movement of troops.
I mu t again call attention to the expense and embarrassment to the
military ervice caused by the law which compels all officers of tbe
Quartermaster's Department to keep separate accounts with every separate appropriation for the Army out of which tbe.v disburse money.
This multiplication of accounts greatly adds to the cost of clerical labor,
increa ing the liability to errors and mistakes, and increasing the amount
of money which mu ·t be kept subject to the drafts of each disbursingofficer, and thus depletes the Treasury without any · corresponding
benefit.
An officer "\titb 100,000 to his credit may not be able to pay for a
bu bel of corn or a tru s of bay, and tbu , unle s be bas a working balance on band from money remitted to him from each appropriation, be
i lia le to be obliged to defer payment of a ju t debt, though he may
haYe a large sum of public money to his credit.
The llou ·e Committee on Expenditures of tbe War Department of
t e 'orty. econd ongre , third ·e .. ion, examined the subject carefully,.
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and their report (No. 87 House Rerwrts) fully sets forth its evil consequences.
Formerly, it was not necessary to employ in the Army so many clerks
or to keep in the hands of disbursing-officers such large balances as are
necessary since the enactment of the law of ,July 12, 1870. (Rev. Stats.,
sees. 3690 and 3691.)
·
The Quartermaster's Department is charged with the duty of providing
the means of transportation by land and water for all troops and aU material of war. It furnishes the horses of the artillery and cavalry, and horses
and mules for the trains. It provides and distributes clothing, tents,
camp and garrison equipag-e, forage, lumber, and all material for camps.
and for shelter oftroops aud of stores. It builds barracks, store-houses,
hospitals; pro~i(lt>s wagons nnd ambulances, and harness, except for
cavalry ami artillery horses; lmilds or charter~ ships, steamers, and
boats, docks and wharves; constructs and repairs roads, railways, and
bridges; clears out obstructions in rivers and harbors, when necessary
for military purposes; proYides, by hire or purchase, grounds for military encampments and buildings ; pays generally all expenses of military
operations not by law expressly assignerl to some other department;.
and, finally, it provides and maintains military cemeteries, in which the
dead of the Arllly are buried.
· Food, arms, ammunition, medical and hospital stores, are purchased
and issued by other departments, but the Quartermaster's Department
transports them to the place of issue, and provides store-houses for their
preservation until consumed. The corps of officers upon whom all these
duties fall llas been reduced until it is not able to fill well every post at
which an officer of actidty and ·a bility is needed.
DlTTIES OF OFFICERS.

A list of officers with their stations and duties during the past year
accompanies this report.
·
Col. Stewart Van Vliet llas been on duty in this office in charge o.f
the inspection branch and of the business relating to construction and
maintenance of buildings.
Lieut. Col. J. D. Bingham bad charge of tlle finance branch and also
of the clothing and equipage branch or tlle otlice, and of the examination
and preparation for settlement by tlle Treasury of the accounts and returns of officers.
Lieut. Col. H. C. Hodges ·llas bad charge of the transportation and
regular supply branches of the office.
Capt. A. F. Rockwell has had ~barge of tlle maintenance and improvep::tent of tlle natiqnal military cemeter'ies~ and has also · acted as
depot quartermaster at this station.
Other principal regular stations have been occupied as follows:
Col. D. H. Rucker, assistant quartermaster-general, llas been in charge
of the Philadelphia depot of tile Quartermaster's Department, the principal uepot for purchase and manufacture of clothing for the Army.
Col. Rufus Ingalls, assistant quartermaster-general, chief quartermaster Military Dh·ision of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.
Col. L. C. Easton, assistant quartermaster-general, chief quartermaster
:Military Division of the Atlantic, New York City.
Col. S. Van Vliet, assistant quartermaster-general, inspection duty
an<l on duty in Quartermaster-General's Office.
.
Lieut. Col. S. B. Holabird, deputy quartermaster-g·eneral, chief quartermaster of the Division of the MisRouri, Chicago, Ill.
·
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Lieut. Col. Charles H. Tompkins,· deputy quartermaster-general, off
duty since July, 1876.
·
Lieut. Col. James A. Ekin, deputy quartermaster-general, in charge
of the general depot of the Quartermaster's Department at Jeffersonville,
Ind.; disbursing agent Quartermaster's Dt>partment at Louis·dlle, Ky.;
and in charge of national cemeteries in Kentucky and Tennessee.
Lieut. Col. A. R. Eddy, deputy quartermaster-general, cb,ief quartermaster Department of the Columbia, Portland, Oreg.
Lieut. Col. Hufus Saxton, deputy quartrrmaster-general, chief quartermaster Department of the J\fissouri, Fort Leavenworth, Kans.
Lieut. Col J. D. Bingham, deputy quartermaster-general, on duty in
Q uarterrn aster-General's Office.
Lieut. Col. A. J. Perry, deputy quartermaster-grneral, chief quartermaster De}artment of Texas, San Antonio, and building the new quartermaster's depot at that place.
Lieut. Col. H. C. Hodges, deputy q uarterm:1ster-general, on duty in
Quartermaster-General's Office.
Maj. J. G. Chandler, quartermaster, chief quartermaster Department
of Arizona till October 5, 1876, and since October 23, 1876, chief quartermastt.r Department of the South, Atlanta, Ga., and on court-martial
duty at Columbia, S. C., in addition to duty as chief quartermaster at
Atlanta, Ga.
·
1\faj. William 1\fyerR, coief quartermaster Department of California,
San Francisco, Cal., till September 15, 1876; since then in charge of
depot of San Francisco.
Maj. J. A. Potter, qnartrrmaster, chief quartermaster Department
of the Gulf, New Orleans, La.
1\faj. M.. I. Ludington, quartermaster, cbief quartermaster of the Department of the Platte, Omaha, Nebr.
Maj. B. C. Card, quartermaster, chief quartermaster Department of
Dakota, Saint Paul, Miun.
Maj. C. A. Reynolds, quartermaster, chief quartermaster Department
of Arizona, Prescott, Ariz.
INSPECTION

BRA.~ CH.

This branch of tl1e office keeps the monthly reports of all officers doing
duty in the Quarterma ter's Dt>partment, papers relating to the assignment to dnt.v of officers, distribution of Lired ciYilians, and the annual
reports of officer, . In it are filed and distributed orders, circulars, rolls
of honor, and all otller priuted documents. It prepares the mont~ly
roster of officers of the Quarterwa ter's Department; it keeps files of
letters seet and received relating intliYidually to officers, agents, and
employe of the dep artment.
It received 123,400 printed and written papers, aud distributed 119,469
during tile year.
TRANSPOR'l'A.TION.

'Ihe moy ment during the year wa of 65,566 per ons, 16,849 beasts,
and 14 J3 ton of waterhtl.
·
The larger mov ut "Ht of troops were:
1
ir t UaYalr ' , beadqmnt •rs Dt>partmPnt of California to Department
of the olnmhia, 1,0 5 milP ; F onrth avalry, ix compauie , Department of be 1\li . · ~•H Htn to D •pa rtmeut of tb~ Platte, 800 miles, and return, with b a quarter to D }!artment of the l\fis ·ouri, 832 miles;
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Fifth Uavalry, Department of the Missouri to Dt>JHHtmeut of the Platte, ..
920 miles.
First Artillery, four companies from Military Divh;ion of the Atlantic .
to Departmeu t of the Missouri, 1,841 miles, and return, 1,649 miles; six
companies of same regiment from Department of the South to Military
Division of the Atlantic, 964 milt'S.
Secon'l Artillery, four companies, Military Division of the Atlantic
to Department of the Missouri, 1,545 miles, anti return, 1,433 miles;
four companies of same regiment from Department of the South to
Military Division of the Atlantic, 439 miles.
Tllird Artillery, fonr companies, Military Division of the Atlantic to
Department of the Missouri, 1,526 miles, and re:>turn, 1,478 miles; and
one compauy from Department of the South to Division t>f the Atlantic,
651 miles.
Fourth Artillery, four compauies Department of California to Department of the Plattt>, 1,546 miles, and return, 1,543 miles.
·
Secon~ Infantry, five companies Department of the Gulf to Department of the South, 367 rnilt>s; another company of same regiment from
Dt>partment of the South to the Division of the Atlantic, 475 miles, and
return oYer the same distance.
Fifth Infantr,y, Department of the Missouri to Department of Dakota,
2,263 milPS,
.
:Bieventh Infantr,r, Department of Texas to Department of Dakota,
1,784 miles.
Sixteenth Infantry, headquarters au'l six companies Department of
the South to Dt>}~<Utrnent of the Gulf, 605 miles; aud the whole regimeut from Department of tl1e Gulf to Depal'tment of the Missouri, 1,198
miles.
Twenty-second Iufantt'_v·, six compauies from Military Division of the
Atlantic to Departmeut of Dakota, 1,937 miles.
·
Twenty-third Iufantrs, Department of the Platte to Department of
the Missouri, 672 miles.
·
Twenty-seveuth Infantry, six companies Department of Dakota to
.
Division of the Atlautic, 1,960 mileR.
RAILROAD TRANSPORTATION.

Forty-six thou~and four hundred and fourteen persons, 13,765 beasts,
.and 77,573 tons of material were moved by rail.
PACIFIC RAILROADS.

No new legislation has affected the method of settling the accounts
Moneys earned by these subsidized railroads
in military transportation are transferred 1rom the ·appropriation for the
service of the Quartermaster's Department to the credit of the Secretary
of the Treasurs, as assignee of the respective companies, and by him
credited unon their indebtedness to the United States, under section
5~60 Revised Statutes.

·Of the Pacific Railroads.

Railroads.
The Union Pacific transported ...................................... .
The Central P acific transported ..................................... .
The E;ansas :racific tran.sported .... . . . .............................. .
The S10ux City and Pacific transp')rted . ............................. .
Total . ..... . ................................................... .

----- - - -

12w

Persons.

Beasts.

10,347
1, 208
3, 602
150

5, 383
290
2, 842

Pounds of
freight.
61, 413, 809
3, 780,954
6, 417, ti82

...............

-----15,307
---8, 515
71, 612, 445

----------------------------~----~----~-------
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The cost of this service to the Quartermaster's Department is estimated at/

For Union Pacific Railroad ...•.................••. ~----- ...••••• ·----· $537,379 94
For Central Pacific Railroa.cl. .......................................... 150,288 07
For Kansas Pacific Railroad .......•............................. -. . . . . 152, 879 28
For Sioux City and Pacific Railroad.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11, 420 64
Total. __ ._. ____ ............ __ ............................. ~. . . . .

851, 967 93

.Accounts for this service have been rendered, however, on 1st of July
last, only to the amount of $294:,003.97. The accounts not then received,
it is esti111ated, will make up the balance of $557,963.96.
The total amount paid on account of military transportation ovet' the
Pacific roads from their opening to the 30th June, 1877, may be stated
as follows:
Union Pacific ...••.................••.... _...................... _. . . $4, 882, 627 79
Central Pacific .................. "....................................
716,154 17
Kansas Pacific ...... _ . _... _..... __ ..·__ ... __ ... _ . __ . ...•... _...... _. . 2, 073, 6:c.6 56
25, 969 52
Sionx Cit.y and Pacific . . _..... _. _...... _.... _.... _... __ ...... _... . . . .
Total military earnings of these roads .... __ ....... _.... . . .. . . . .
Of this amount t.here has b6en paid in cash ...........•...............
Credited on bonds under act of 2d July, 1864 _ ...... ___ . _...... _ .... _.
Wit-hheld by Secretary of Treasury under act of:3d March, 1878 ........

7, t:98, 408 04

====
2, 783,895 08
2, 783, 1:!95 07
2,1:30,617 89
7 69iol,408 04

•

Accounts of these. companies to the awonnt of $724,788.4:2 were in the
Tre}IRury and in this office in course of settlement at the close of the
fiscal :vear. Four h·nndred and fourteen thousand arHl seveu dollars and
sixty five cents ($4:14,007.65) had beeu examined here and transmitted to
the Treasury, and $310,780.70 had not then passed this office.
The acconnts of these railroads are generally presented long after the
service is rendered, and no pa~ments have yet been passed to their credit
on account of sef\-ices of the last fiscal year, excepting the sum of
$4,420.64 to the Sioux City and Pacific Railroad.
It. is PStimaterl that there will be due to the Pacific roads for service
of the year $850,000, and as the appropriation for Army transportation
ha~ already been exhaust('d thiR amount has been included in a deficiency eRti'mate. There are also a large number of aecoun t~ of the
Pa(:itic Railroads adjusted and unadjusted for serdces rendered in t!Je
six years endiug on June 30, 1876, for which uo appropriation was available at tile time of the final audit of the aecountR.
In th e appropriatiou for the year endiug J uue 30, 1873, the law specificall,r excluded all provL ion for payment of Pacifie H,ailroads, and the
ervice rend ered by thes("' roads to the Quartermaster's Depart111ent in
that.) ear amount to $450,903.88. Smaller sums remain unpaid for the
yeano~ 1~70, 1871, and 1872. In. 1874 the ju. t unpaid claims amount to
6 ,155.92; in 1875,. U)7,754.09; in 1876, to $273,44:7.22, to meet which
in part th re is an a \·ailahle balance of the appropriation of that year
of ·200,000.
Th amount whidJ houlrl be proYided to settle these old accounts is
795 0 0.
u appropriation thert>for will uot take money frorn the Treasury,
but will by tran ' f"'r in the Tr a ury to credit of the railroads close up
and l' ttl the old account '.
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LAND-GRANT RAILROADS.

The legislation in regard •o land-grant railroads bas embarrassed the
public service by prohibiting p:-tyment for services rendered in military
transportation.
There are 49 railroads to which the prohibition of the laws of 16th
June, 1874, (18 Stat., page 74,) nud 3d March, 1875, (18 Stat., page 453,)
apply. Only 9 of these rol:'lds are bound by the terms of the land-grants
in ~pecific and clear lang-uage to transpf'rt the troops anrl material of
the· United States tree of cost. The others were considered by the War
Department to.be entitled to compensatiou for use of rolling-stock and
sen·ices of their ~ervants in transportation of theArmy, and were paid
established t ariffrates, less one-third withheld as the just deduction on
account of the conditions of their grants, · that they should maintain
their lines as public highways for the use of the Government of the
United States fl'ee trom toll or other charge.
This applied to 40 of the 49 railroads speeifit>d in a list which wiJl
be found in the report of the officer· in charge of the transportation
branch of this office, appended to tllis repor-t.
On snit brought by the Lake Superior and Mississippi, and by the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe H.aill'oad, two of those afl'ected by this
legislation, and carried to th~ Supreme Court of the United States, that
court decided that the reservation of these lctnd-grants secures ·to the
government only a ft'ee u~e of the ,railroads concerned, and tbat it does
not entitle the government to have troops or property transported by
the· United States over their respective railroads free of charge for
transporting the same.
The uecisio•1 of the courts, to whom Congress ordered the ·question to
be submitted, is in favor of the railroads; but the prohibition to pay for
such service still remains on the statute-book.
The railroads feel oppressed, and it is important that provision for
settlement of their accounts be made at the earliest datP.
I am happy to say that the railroads have continued, with a single
exception, to rt>nder such services as were asked of them, tru~tin·g to
the justice of the country finally to pay these legal and just dues. This
matter was brought to the attention of Congress by a letter from the
Secr·etary of War, of 2d March, 1877, in which he tr·ansmitted a report
of the Second Comptroller, and recommended such legislation as will
remove the prohibition and give effect to tue decision of the Supreme
Court.
No action has yet been taken by Congress, and unless relief is soon
gr~llltl·d it ml:ly happen t.bat other roads may decliue to honor thereque:-;ts of tbi:-:; office for trausportatiou, which would severely embarrass
the military service.
There is 'uo summary metbo1l by wbieb a road refusing to transport
troops can be compelle<l to take them. A suit for damages might probably be snstained, but the result of such suit, distant and doubtful,
would not transport the troops who bad bt>en left on the wa,yside.
It is to be observed also that, while the lauds were granted on certain
pecjfied eonditions, no provision to enforce the rights of the United
States uuder the grants has yet been ::uade by law.
·
Tue only railroad wnich bas positively refused to furnish military
transportation under the pre ent condition of the law is the ],lorida
OeiJtral Railroarl, which from Jacksonville to Lake Oity, Fla. (59 miles),
i a land·grant road. It wa formerly a portion of the Jacksonville,
Pen ' acola and Mobi le Railroad.
·
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All attempts to indue~ the company to reconsider its resolutjon have
failed.
The case was reported to you and return~l with ir.structions to bring
up the subject again at the· next meeting of Congress, as there appeared
to be no exiAting legal remedy. The papers in t,be case accompany this
report.
The Florida Central now interrupts tile marches of the troops of the
United State~, and forces them to a circnitons route, partly by sea.
Should not the law provide means to secure prompt movements of
troops on e\·ery railroad' Others may follow the example set by the
Florida Central.
At the beginning of the late civil war I knew a transport to he compelled. to cross the Gulf stream to obtain coal-a diAaffected merchant
refusing to sell to the United States coal lying in his yard, and matters
not then being ripe to take it by force.
At the request of the Treasury and Navy Departments arrangements
have been made for the transport also of certain stores of these departments through the official aid of the officers of the Quartermaster's
Department. The bill~ of expenses thns incurred are paid by therespective departments to which, after examination in this office, they are
transmitted for settlement.
WAGON AND STAGE 'l'RANSPORTATION.

The movement by wagon during the year was of 35,372 tons of material; and by stage, of 3,559 passengers.
.
An abstract of tbirty-seven contracts made during the year for wagon
transportation accompanies this report.
ME'l'ALLIC HUBS FOR ARMY-)VAGONS.

The new two-horse and four-horse wagons have metallic hubs.
Metallic hubs are still under trial in the service of the Quartermaster's Department.
.
They make slow progrfss i11 the Army, owing, I think, to prejudice
in favor of old styles of construction not yet overcome. Metallic hubs
are now the rule for both artiller~· and trains in most European armies.
HORSESHOEING.

Under orders 'Of Congress by act of 28th July, 1866, Alexander Dunbar was employed hy the Secretary of War for one year from 21st
August, 1868, to travel and instruct the farriers of the Army in the application of his method of treating the horse's foot. For this service
and for the use of h1s system he was paid, under his contract with the
War Department, $25,000.
A farrier, selected by himself, Mr. John Kiernan, was employed to
a sist him, at 4 per day, his traveling-expenses being paid by the
United Rtates.
In the report of Lieut. Col. H. C. Hodges herewitb will be found an
ab tract of Mr. Dunbar's clinical lectures, prepared hy Lieut. A. B.
Taylor, Fifth Cavalry, who, a an acting assi_ tant quartermaster, had
charge of the traveling party.
Mr. Kiernan bas been retained in service as instructor of farrier at
th principal <lepot of cavalry recruit , at Carli ·le, sub equently removed
to aint Loui .
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He prepared and submitted to this office a treatise on horseshoeing,
which, being recommended for publication by a board of officers, has
beeu published and distrib6'ted to all military posts.
Instruction iR given by him to blacksmiths at the depot, who, being
distributed to the several cavalry regiments, in some measure preserve
in the Army the knowledge of the practice of Mr. Dunbar, a practice
whose teaching was prescribed by the law.
W .A.TER

TR.A.NSPURT~TION.

There were moved over water-routes by the department during the
year 15,593 persons, 3,084 beast~.;;, and 71,707,232 poundR of material.
There have been employed in the regular service of the Quartermaster'R Department during the year the following vessels, owued hy the
United States:
·
Side wheel steamboat Henry Smith, serving ~he posts in New York
Harbor; propeller General McPherson, in harbor of San Francisco.
Seven steam-launches, one each at tiJe following posts: Boston Harbor; Fort Adams, R. I.; Fort Hamilton, .8. Y.; Sandy Hook ordnanceproving range; Fort McHenry, Md.; Fortress Monroe, Va.; and Fort
Barrancas, Fla. Also the schooner Matchless, at Key West, and the
cutter Phantom, at »arrancas.
Two light-draught river steamers were built on the I;ower Ohio last
spring for the service of the new posts on the Yellowstone and its
tributaries. One, the General SIJerman, has done good service on the
Yellowstone and Big Horn Rivers.
The other, the Cameron, was unfortunately wrecked on a snag on her
first vo~·age up the Missouri River. She was heavily loaded with the
personflJ baggage of the officers and soldiers of the Fifth Infantry
garrisoning those remote posts, as well as with quartermaster's property, and the petition of tiJe officers and · soldiers to have their losses
made good to them should be commended to the favorable consideration
of Uongress.
The total cost of running and maintaining all these transports was
$91,208.51.
The Sherman and Cameron cost at the dock-yard $19,394 each, including furniture. These were twin stern-wheel boats, of 145 feet length
on deck, 28 feet beam, 4 feet hold, with 18-iQ.ch guard. They had highpressure engineR of two cylinders each, of 12 inches diameter and 41feet stroke, and each bad two steel boilers 38 iriches diameter and 2~
feet long-. Tonnage, 236-f020 tons.
The steam-launch Ordnance was built in 1876, for the transportation
of officers and stores between New York and the ordnance experimental
proving-range at Sandy Hook. She is larger than the tenders of the
fort:.;, as she is liable to be used in rougher water. Her cost was
$18,000, to which sometuing has since beeu added to tit her for service.
The eont.ract price covered the cost of the vessel aud engine alone,
without fittings or furniture.
·
Niueteen \'essels of various kinds have been at various times hired
or chartered, as needed, at a cost of $103,597.16.
The greater part of the transportation on the Missouri, however, has
been done nuder contract with stflarnboat-owners, who have moved the
troops and the large quantity of material needed in e.stabliRhing the
new posts and supplying them for the winter, as well as in ~mpplying
the older posts on tbe Missouri, aud the troops wh~ have beeu in the
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field against the Sioux and against the Nez Perces also, since they
entered the flepartment of Dakota.
The work has been satisfactorily accomplished, but it has been costly.
INDEBTED RAILROADS.

On 1st July, 1876, there rema;ueu due Ly certain railroads for material
sold them ou credit at the close of the war, under executive orders of
8th .August and 14th October, 1865 .......................... ---. ---· $1, 78f>, 455 94
Interest accrued and was charge(!. during the year to the amount of....
80, 6H2 30
Payments collected have amounted to only._.... . ..•......... ~... . . . .
345 02
And the balance due 1st of Jul;y, 1877, was ..................... · ..•... . 1, 865, 793 22

All transportation of troops and military stores over these railroads
is credited to them, and their po~tal earnings should also be applied
toward· the reduction of thes~ debts. But some of the roads have, ~ince
this debt was incurred, been sold, and the purchasers assert that they '
are not responsible for the old debts of the companies.
Others assert that t Le prices they voluntarily agreed tu pay for railroad rolling-stock and material, sold to them only at their own earnest
reque8t. and sold at prices fixed by a board of experts and of officers on
whose integrity no shadow of suspicion rests, were excessive, and on
these pleas, or others, in some cases perhaps from actual inability to pay,
they refuse or ue~:lect to make payments.
•
The amount which sl10uldjustly have been paid during the year by the
roads with whom no settlement bas been made under the various acts
of Congress grauting relief or providing for special settlements is
$1,849,!M0.24. The amount. actually paid was $345.02.
There are unsettled accounts for transportation over theMobile and Ohio Road, amounting to ................. _......•..........

$58,991 '\9

to ........ _..... _.......... _.................. · .........•........ _.. .
Of the Memphis and Little Rock to ..••................. _............. .
Of the Nash ville and North western to ........................... _..... .

5,054 37
16,897 98
82,172 09

Total unsettled postal earnings .......... _... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

104, 124 44

===
Postal earnings of the McMinn ~ille and Manchester Road, unsettled, arpount

Whenever these sums are paid over to the Quartermaster's Department they will be credited on the debts of these colllpanies.
At the October term of the United States court for the middle district
of Tennest5ee a judgment was obtainec.l by the Unit~d States against the
Nashville and Northwestern Railroad for $866,150, execution issued and
wHs placed in hands of the United States marshal for collection.
Thi!::! office is not advised that any portion of the amount has yet been
acrually collected. It has received uothing on account of the judgment
and execution.
One condition of tile sale to this company was that the money earned
by tran 'portatiou of troops and military supplies, as well as tl.Je postal
earning., , hould be applied to payment of the debt.
The roarl ha 11a ed into the control of the Na~bville, Chattanooga
and ~aint LouL Railrolld, whieh, to avoi1l payment, bas refused to trausport the troop of the United State , alleging that it receives no payment
thrr for.
() ngr ; 'ha , by act of 8th July, 1876, relieved the present owuers of
the l\1 •:\-lionville and :\1ariche. t r RoiHl from the obligation to pay over
it po tal earning to a ist iu liquidating it debts.
Iu t I ment wi b theM mphi and Littl Rock Company, und r act
of 27th
l>ruar , 1 75, there wa a balance due the United States from

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.

183

that company of $16,897.78. Postal earnings of the road prior to 1st
July, 1872, not paid to it, amounted to the same sum, and application was
made to Congress to appropriate the money to defray the debt, wuich
has not been done. I suggest that it will not be necessary to appropriate money for the purpose, as it is a mere matter of account, and that
a provision in any appropriation bill authorizing t,he accounting officers
to settle the account b.Y proper charges will be sufficient. Unless this
is done the compan,y will alwass have a claim ag-ainst the Post-Office
Department fur those postal earuiugs unpaid, and the accounts of the
War Departmt'nt and the Post Office Departm~nt tor this sum will both
remain unsettled.
On the 4th March, 1876, the Postmaster-General submitted to the
Bouse of Representativt'~:; a draught of a bill to settle this account.
.
The act of 3d Marcil, 1877, authorized the Secretary of War to rf>open
the settlement made by the government with the Western and Atlantic
Railroad Company of Georgia, and to adjust it upon the basis of that
made under act of March 3, 1871, with certain other roads which were
in de.fault to the government.
The Departmeut of Justice. construed this act to be not simply permissive but mandatory, and under its provisions the sum of $199,058.58
was paid to thar railroad on the indorsement of the governor of the .
State of Georgia.
A table accompanying this report gives in detail the names of the
indebted railroads, the amounts originally due, the sums received, and
the amounts still due from those whose debts still remain unpaid.
CAVALRY AND ARTILLERY HORSES.

During the year 3,991 horses were purchased for cavalry and artillery
service, at a total cost of $495,943.76, the average price being $124.2B.
The price in the Military· Division of the Atlantic was $200; the
department of West Point, $160.83; of California, $140; of the Columbia, $130; of the Missouri, $1~3.97; of Arizona, $118.03; of Texas,
$114.42. The appropria,t.ion 1or this purpose was $587,500. The purchases as above, $495,943.76.
·
DRAF1' ANIMALS.

Eight hundred and forty-two mules, costing $101,915.12, an average
of $125.79, aud 22 draught horsP-s, costing $3,485, an average of $l5d.41,
were also purchased. The highest rate was in the division of the
Atlantic, $166.33; the lowest in Arizona, $116.20. 1,124 horses were
sold. They realized $41,170.93. 500 mules sold brought $14,911.62,
and 2 oxen $39. In all, the sales of animals brought $56,121.55, which
bas been dt'posited in the Treasury to credit of wiscellaneous receipts.
There were in ~ervice on 1st July, 1876, 13,892 horses and 10,817
mules. On the 30th June, 1877, the number in service was 11,483
horses and 9,621 mules.
Six hundred and eighty-nine horses and 449 mules died, and 599 horses
and 247 mules were lost or stolen during the year. The whole number
of casualties by sale, loss, or death were 2,409 horses and 1,196 mules.
Tile purchases have been reported above.
FUEL, FORAGE, AND STRAW.

The issues have been, of corn, 690,451 bu-shels; of barley, 126,437
bu:hels; oats, 965,762 bushels; hay, 58,095 tons; straw; 3,078 tons;
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bran 52 649 bu8hels; fodder, 119 tons. 138,099 cords of wood, 19,021
tons' anthracite and 21,066 bituminous and semi-bituminous coals have
been issued to the Army during the year.
CONTRACTS.

The supplies of the Army are procured by contract whenever the needs
are fore~een, and time permits the making of contracts. But the process
uudt>r the law is so guarded tha·t sometimes the service would suffer by
the delay involved in obtaining permission to advertise, and in advertising.
·
There were tiled in this office during the year 688 contracts. 237 of
tbe, e contract.s were for forage; 102 for wood; 44 for coal and charcoal;
150 for fuel and forage; 7 for work in national cemeteries; 16 for clothing and equipage ; 2 for horses; 1 for baruess; 45 for transportation;
12 for buildings; 2 for station Pry; 2 for building steamers; 2 for stoves;
5 for vehiclt>s, wagons, and ambulances; 3 for tools and materials; 10
for rubcellaneous services and for leases.
WAGONS, AMBULANCES, .AND HARNESS.

'l'he property returns show tlJat there were on baud at the beginning
of the fiscal year 2,520 army wagons, and that 316 were sold, lo~t, or
destroyNl, and 242 purchased during the year, leaving on hand on 1st
of July la~t 2,446.
Tllt>re are in service 101 spring.wagons and 128 ambulances.
There is harness on hand for 13,229 wagon mules and l,U04 ambulance
mules. There are also 315 sets of cart harness.
Di crepancies to be notrd in these figures result from errors in returns
examined :md 11ot yet corrected, and from the want of returns not yet
rendered by many officers who have been actively employed in the field
against hostile Indians in a wild country out of tile reach of regular
mails.
One hundred and thirty Rix.mule team wagons; 50 two·horse and four
horse or mule wagons of a new model; 27 spring wagons; 20 ambulances
of tue Wheeling pattern, aml one express wagon have bt>en purchased
during the year. 120 train wagons under contract with the Pittsburgh
Wagon Works of Allegheny, Pa., cost $104:.50 each; 50 two and four
horse wagons undert;ontract with the Kansas Manufacturing Company at
Leavenworth, cost$92.50each; 20spring wagom~, Saint Louis model, made
under contract by Nixon & Kane, of Jeffersonville, Ind., cost $185 each;
20 ambulances, Wheeling pattern, purchased under contract with Jacob
Recb, of Philadelphia, cost $128 each. These rates are lower than can
be obtained in any government wagon factory according to the experience of this department, and tbe vehicles subjected to careful inRpection
and to actual service in the field have proved satisfactory. The only
wagon complained of as deficient in strength and as breaking down in
the fi ld uefore fairly wearing out with long service were some built at
a go ernment factory which was experimentally established in 1875,
during my ab ence from the country.
Under the advice of the ambulance board, referred to in my last
report, a new model ambulance bas been devi ed, and one ha been
conl'tructed by McDermott, of Wal'hington. It promiRes to be a further
impro\ m nt upon the model IJeretofore in u e, and, though lightly
heaYi r, it is probable that it advautag s will overweigh this objection.
But no certain cooclusiou can be reaclJed on uch a vehicle without
a tual trial ~n tlJe field with troop . Such trial alone tests the qualities
of any rmy vehicle.
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HARNESS.

No harness has been bought during tbe year ..
During tbe late campaigns of General Crook, it has been reported by
an officer of this dep:utment that be (ounrl much of the harness in use,.
issued for the expedition, weak and unreliable from long storage. A
general inspection has been ordered, and if the rest of the harness
proves to have thus lost strength, by age and long storage, it will be
necessary to incur a cousidera ble expenditure to renew the stock of
Army baruess.
S~l'OVES AND RANGES.

A supply of the several models of stoves for heating and cooking

by tlle board on this subject, whose report was published in
the last annual report of this office~ has been provided. They have
been distributed to various military posts, and, so far as heard from,.
appear to give satisfaction. The whole number of the new model heating-~: toVPS purchased under the contract is 235, and of the new cooking- •
stoves 112.
•
recommeud~"d

STA'l'IONERY FOR ORDNANCE SERGEANTS.

The allowance for stationery for ordnance sergeants ou duty at posts
not garrisoned by troops was, for the first time, fixed and regulated
during the past. fiscal year by Geueral Orders No. 56, Headquarters of
the Army, of June 20, 1877.
EXPLORING EXPEDITIONS.

The surveying and exploring t.'xpedition under command of Lieut ..
George M. Wheeler has, as heretofore, been furnished by thP Quctrtermaster's Department, under the ortlers of the Secretary of War, with
animals, wagons, and with transportation in kind for men and animals,.
and for instruments and specimens.
CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION • •

This department made an exhibit at the late Centennial Exhibition,.
and received the following awards of medals arid diplomas:
lRt. For an interestiug exhibit of the articles supplied and tools employed by this Department, and especially for the large eollection of
specimens designed to illustrate the veterinaQ service and lrorseshoeing
of the Army.
2d. For tlle exhibit of flags and military costumes, by reaso1i of the
character of the workrnauship, historical value, atHl lib'eralit.y of numerical exhibit.
7

CLAIMS.

Many claims are presented for action by this office.
The act of 4th July, 1g64, for settlemeut of claims for qnartermaster's
stores furnished the Army during .the war in :~Hates not in insurrection,
and several acts extending its prodsions, throw a very large business.
upon the Quartermaster-General.
Tbirty-fonr agents, at a cost of $40,707.52, wAre employed uuriug the
y ear in the investigation of claims for qnarter·master's stores under this

act.
In addition, a considerable number of clerks have been employed in
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entering.and abstracting the ~vidence and reports of agents and officers
upon these claims, and putting them into a condensed form in order to
make it possible for the Quartermaster-General to examine and to act
intelligeutly upo11 tllem.
The total co~t of the examination aud preparation of these claims for
t be year is estimated at $56,000.
.
Une tbou~and four hundred and Re\·en claims were investigated by
agents during the year and reported on to tbiR office. The amount of
these 1,407 claims. as filed, wa:s $1, 707.908.02. The agents recommended
the allowance on them of the sum of $218,987.99.
.
.
'I' here were iu thi s office on file for action ' on 30th June, 1876-l2,856 claims under this act, amounting to ...... . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . $8, 515, 7H2 30
836 more were :filed during the past :fiscal year, aggregatmg........ .
679, 202 04

Total 13,692, amounting to ... _..... _ ......... _.... _... . . . . • .. • .

9, 194, 984 34

Eleven hundred and two claims, for $1,808,228.84, were examined by
the Quartermaster-General during the year. Of thest>, 460 claim:-;, for
• $451,06~.96, were reported to the Tbirrl Auditor, with recommendation
for settlement, -allowing upon them the sum ot' $155,272.52, which is a
reduction upon the amount claimed of $295,796.44.
Six hundr~d and forty-two claims were r~jected. Their amount was
$1,352,159.~8.

There remained on file for action on 30th June, 1877, 12,590 claims, for
$7,391,755.50, under this act.
Eight hundred and sixty clairus, not acted on by the Quarterma~ter
General for want of time, were pr·epared and ready for his action at the
close of the fiscal year.
The failure of the Army appropriation bill left this office with no funds
applicable to hire of agents to continue the inYest,igation of these claims,
and the agents were discharged, and the claims in their bands filed in
the offices of the officers in charge of them.
·
Twenty-nine hundred and fifty-five claims under the act remain in
the office of Lieut. Ool. James A. Ekin, at Jeffersonville, Ind. Of theRe,
2,201 originated in Tennessee, 73~ in Kentucky, and 16 in adjoining
States.
In the office of Lieut. Col. S. B. Holabird, Chicago, Ill .• are 341 claims,
322 of which originated ,in Missouri, 14 in Kansas, 2 in Colorado, 1 each
in Ohio, Arkansas, and the Indian Territory.
In the office of the depot-quartermaster, Washington, Capt. A. F.
Rockwell, are 172 claims-116 from Maryfand, 53 from West Virginia,
and 3 from Penn~yl vania.
·
MISCELLANEOUS CLAIMS AND VOUCHERS.

At the begin11ing of the fiscal year, 12,984 miscellaneous
claim and accounts were on tile in this office, amountiugto ...... . .... . ............... . .............. $7,321,175 95
1,064 were fil d during the year . ....... . ......... _.
182, 734 12
7,503,910 07

to $20,8 2.96,
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were approved, 59 were transmitted to other departments; they
amounted to $7,4H3.10; 27, amounting to $3,057.79, were rejected.
Tbns, 1,314 elaims and account~, amounting, as presented, to
$546,137.45, .were dis pot-led of.
.
Twelve thousand. four uuudred awl forty-three claims and 291 accounts, for $6,957,772.62, rt.-1maiu ou file.
BARRACKS AND QUARTERS.

During the fiscal year 140 uew building·s, at an estimate(l cost of
$214,57o, were aqtborized. They nrt> harraek~, quarters, store-honses,
stab1Ps, and mag·az]r1es in the St:::ttes of California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Kansas, Michigan, Nebraska, New York, Ohio,
Rhode Island, South Uaroliua, Texas, and Virginia, and in tlle Territories of Arizoua, Dakota, Mout.ana, Washington, and Wyoming.
Repairs of wbarve~ authorized amonnt to $2,800.
Repairs of pn hlic J:mildings, construction and repair of cistern~, and
purchase of tools for use at various military posts amount to $186,875.·
These expenditures have been distributed as follows:
In Department of Missouri·----· ...... ·----- .................. ·----· ...... $27,:394
In Department of t.he Platte._ ........... _....... _........ __ .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . 41, 467

~~ ~:~!~~::~! ~~ ~:~~!~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~:: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _·: ~ ~ _. ~ ~: _. ~: ~ ~ ~ ~:: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: .- ~ ~

!!: n~

Total, Division of Missouri ... _..... _ ........ _.. . .. __ .... __ .. .. .. .. .. 158, 321
In Department of California .. _._ ..... _......·. ___ ... _........... _. .. . . .. .. ..
In Department of the Columbia............................................
In Department of Arizooa ........ _........ _·_. _......... __ .... ___ ........ _..

IB, 572
7,:371
45,,090

Total, Division of the Pacific ... .............. _..... :................

71,033

In Department of the South .................. -----· .................. -----· u0,851
In Department of the Gnlf ....................... _.... _. _........... -... .. .
8, 655
In New England and Middle States ............................ ···:·· ...... 115,391
Total Division of the .Atlantic ............ ·----------- ......

--~-

..... 174,897

These do not include the new posts in the Yellowstone couutry or the
new quartermaster's depot at San Antonio, Tex.
NEW POSTS.

Tbe act of July 22, 1876, Forty. fourth Congress, ~rst session, chapter
223, appropriated $200,000 for the construction of new military po~ts or
depots at such points as might be selected by the Secretary of War.
The appropriation was made upon reports of the Lieutenant-General in
1875, and prPvionsly, of the great importance of establishing military
posts on the Yellowstone and Mu8cleshell Rivers in Montana nnd the
Military Department of Dakota, to control the Sioux and other Indians
who frequented tbat region.
One of the posts bas been located at the mouth of To11gue. River, and
the other on the Little Big- Horn Riv~r, near its mouth.
Both are in the valley of the Y t:>llowstone.
Tb(~ sum S('t aside for each post is $100,000, which is expected to construct at (:'achTbree cavalry barracks for , ix companies, esr.ima.ted at . ............ _... _. __ . $20,800
Two infantry barracks for four companies, esrimated at ... _~ ...... _.. _... _. __ 10,000
One infa ntry barracks for one company, estimated at........................
3, 000
On e building as quarters for commander, es timated at......................
3, 300
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Thirteen buildings for company and stafl' officers, estimated at . . . . . . . . . . . • . . $39, 000
One commissary store-house, estimated at. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 500
One quartermaster's store-house, estimated at.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . 2, 200
One bake-bouse, estimated at..............................................
1,000
Stables and corral for cavalry horses, estimated at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . 10, 000
Stables and corral for trains, estimated at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 2,.000
Office of commander, estimated at ...••.... -- ................ -.. . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 000
Guard-house, estimated at .........•................. -.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~. 000
One granary for forage, estimated at .......•........................... __ ... 2, 200
Total at each post ........••...•.......... ........ . .................. 100, 000

Large quantities of material and of stores have been collected and
transported to the sites of the posts, at a cost for transportation
estimated to much exceed the cost of construction and of material, and
the work is reported to be in active progress.
At the position at the mouth of Tongue River, troops, under cor;nmand of Colonel Miles, spent the past winter in cantonments of buts
erected of materials mostly found near the spot.
NEW POST AT THE PASS OF HELL-GATE, MONT.

Upon urgsnt represeutations from the iuhabitants of Montana, an
examination of the Hell-Gate Pass was ordered, and the military commauders concurring in the opinion that a post at this pass was needed
for tlle protection of that region, a military reserve has been declared,
and $20,000 was assigned by the Secretary of War, on 17th May, 1877,
to the construction of a military post on section 31 of township 13 north,
of range 19 west. No detailed report of progress has reached this office,
HOSPITALS.

The appropriation for construction and repair of military hospitals
was $100,000.
Of thi sum, $64,903 has been devoted to the construction of seven
new hospitals, viz :
At SaintAugustine,Fla ....... : .............••......•.......•........ . .••..
At Fort Leavenworth, Kas ..••.............................................
At Fort Stanton, N.Mex . ...•...•••.....•. . ..... ------ .................... .
At Colum bus Barracks, Ohio . _....... _.... _...... _...... _.... __ ........... .
At Camp Brown, Wyo ........................ ____ ............. -----· .... .
At new post on Tongue River, Mont .................................... . . .
At new post ou Little Big Horn River _. _.... _. _.......................... .

$5,735
9,954
10,000
14,000
4,400
10,250
10,564

64,903
And to t he repair of eighty-one other hospitals there has been applied the sum
of . ... . .................................... _.......•....... _.... _. . . . . . . 35, 004

To tal ......... . .. . ...... . .. _............................. _..........

99,907

NEW DEPOT .A'l' S.AN ANTONIO, 'lEX.

By act of 3d March, 1873, Congress appropriated $100,000 tor the
con.'trncti 11 of d pot building. at 8an Antonio, Tex.
Vari u cau · d .lay d their construction. Oongres , in act of 3d
Mar ·h 1 7"", continu d the appropriation, then about to be covered into
th Tr a.·ur.Y, under th g u ral law relating to balances of appropria110
d within tw v ar .
ti
. I mad . arrang ment a · oon a authorized to do so, for the constructl n of tb d p t much ne d d, au<.l of whicb plans bad long been com-
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pleted, but a tour to Europe prevPnted m.v attending to the work, and
on my return in the spring of 1876 I fonnd that nothing bad been done.
With the sanctio11 of the then Secretary of War, in April, 1876, I took
charge of the work, advertised for proposals, and made contract with
the lowest bidders, Braden and Angus, of San Antonio, for the construction of the building, according to the plans and specifications which accomvany this report, for a sum within the amount of the appropriation.
The contract was signed in June, 1876, and in July, 1877, ti.Je work
'
was substantially completed.
Tlle construction of under-ground store-rooms for the use of the commissary and of a cistern for rain-water, fitting up the shops and laying of concrete floors in some of the Rtore-rooms, all done uncter the contnwt, will prohabl.v exhaust the appropriation.
The building is 624 feet square; on three sides are store-rooms 30' feet
deep. The store-rooms average 40 feet in Jeugth each.
The principal gate is on the south front. Over the gate and the central store-rooms on this frout are eight offiee-rooms for the use of the
officers and clerks employed at the depot. The north front lias sheds
on both the iuner and outer sides. ThoRe on the inner side on the court
are used as shops and for the storage of lumher, &c., anrl of ambulances
and wagons not in use. Those on the outer side are used as stables.
The quartermaster's corral occupies the ground adjoining and to the
north.
Whole area within the walls is 8.94 acres. 'l'he area of the court or
plaza is 7.:-36 acres. There are under roof 1.81 acres.
There are 1,100,000 cubic feet of storage-room under cover; 28,800
feet of which are iu vaults under ground.
The walls are of rubble masonry; the roofs are covered with tin; and
the partition-walls didding the store-rooms from each other go through·
the frame -work which supports the tin roofing, cutting off all communication between the roufs of adjoining store-rourus. There are no doors in
the partition-walls dividing tStore-roorns, and thus fire breaking out in·
the contents of one room will not spread to the rest.
'
A tower of masonry, 15 feet square, contains an iron tank with a capacity of 6,000 gallons, at an elevation of 90 feet above the court-yard.
This tank is supplied b.y steam-pumps from an acequia at a distance of
.about 1,300 fert, and being kept full, will always supply water to extinguish fir{'. Before the contents of the tank~ can be used, the steampumps can he got to work to keep up the tSupply.
'
A watchman is stationed in an open guard-room of the tower immediately nuder the tank, at an elevat,ion of 65 feet.
From this station all the doors of store-houses are visihle, and all that
passes in the court-yard is under his immediate observation.
The total cost of the building is $100,000, which is at the rate of
'9 cents per cubic foot of storage-room.
·
The general plan and arrangement are like those of the Jeil'ersoH\·ille
depot of the quartermaster's department. It is. however, only twothirds as lar:ge, and cost only two-thirds as much. The bni ldiugs at
Jeffersonville are of brick, those of Sau Antonio of stone. In both cases
the local material was used. 'l'he building of each occupied 16 mouths'
time.
The stone of San Antonio is a soft cream-colored limestone, which
work ea ily, but which appears to be durable. It much resembles in·
<!olor and texture the stone of which the principal buildings of PariR
are constructed.
The offices and supplies of the depot of the quartermaster's depart·
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ment at San Antonio haYe already been removed to the new buildings,
and the Alamo, which has been rented for many years, and other storehouses, have been given up, effecting a reduction in the rent-list of the
quartermaster's department at San Antonio of $2,370.
Other buildingR will be given up as soon as theh contents can be transfened to the uew depot, which will make a further sa viug of $3,300.
A drawing of this depot and copies of the specifications and contract
accompany this report.
·
BUILDINGS SOLD.

The sale of 51 buildings at various posts has been ordered during the
year.
PURCHASE OF MILITARY Sri.'ES IN TEXAS.

An act of 3d March~ 1875, authorized the purchase of three military
sites in Texas, and appropriated for site of Fort Brown $25,000, of
Ringgold Barracks $10~000, of l•'ort Duncan $10,000 : Provided, that
before paymeut of the money thereby appropriated good titles shall
be mafle to the United States fol' such lands, as contemplated by said
act, * * and no more than the amount appropriated shall be paid
for such sites. The Secretary of War was by the same act authorized
to accept for the United ~· tatts, free of expense, a conveyauce of the
title to the site of · Fort Mclutosh, also in Texas.
The title to the land iucluded in tb~ military reserve of Fort Brown
bas been long in litigation. The district court of Texas has recently
confirmed the title to the heirs of Maria Josepha Cavazos, but it is reported that the city of Brownsville will take an appeal to ·the Supreme
Court.
The heirs, too, by their attornt>y, on the 11th June, 1877, by letter to
Lieut. Geor~e F. Foote, A. A. Q. M., Brownsville, . Texas, stated that
the price offered by the goverument was not satisfactory and was decliued, and that they had requested the governmeut to ·evacuate the
premises, or else take the necessary steps for condemnation by appraisal.
The barracks, quarters, hospitals, slwps, stables, and other buildings
at Fort Brown have cost large sums of money, and they are valuable to
the military service.
Tbe site was first occupied by the Army of the United States under
Geueral Taylor at the openiug of · the war with Me.xico, and bas continued in possession of tl1e Uuited States as a military post.
Unless compelled by legal proces~ to n:sigu it, the Departml'nt sl10uld
not give it up.
The sum offered by Oongress was fixed as the value of the land by a
board of officers, whose report is priuted in H. R. Ex. Doc. No. 282, 43d
Congre R, 1 t e, ion.
The title lu the ·ite of Ringgold Barracks a lso is still in litig·ation,
and the atte11spt to obtaiu a. title uuder <:1 State law, rt'ferred to in the
la t annual report of this office, bas not yet been successful. The effort,
ho,reY r, is 110t yet abandoned.
For tll ·ite of Fort Duncan, I reported la ' t j ear t!Jat tlie owner demanded 10,35~, w!Jicll, being 35~ in excess of the limit fixed b,y tbe law,
could n t be paid. J:i'or Fort Duncan, therefore, the UnitPd States now
pa ' an a1mual rental of 2,400. Tbe qne~tiou of purcha e was submitt tl to Oougr s agaill in tiJe ·e ·, iou of 1 75 aud 1876, but no legi lative a ·tion ha b n had. The delay ha been to tile inter st of the
w1wr bu n t. t that of tht:> Uuitt>d tate , whieh has lost the title to
the Yaluable uilding. rected iu th cour ·e of the twenty year 'lea e,
wbic!J Xllil' d n !Je 1 t Jauuar~, 1876.
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The owner since then asks $20 1000 for the property.
A. letter from the Secretary of War recommended to Congress, in
July, 1876, to appropriate $20,000 for the pnrch~se of the site, but no
appropriation has been made, and in the m(>an time the owner collects
from the United States 12 per cent. upon .his latest price.
The cit.v of Laredo, soon after the passage of the act authorizing the
acct>ptance as a gift of the site of Fort Mcintosh, executed a deed,
whieh, however, contained certain conditions whicLl led the Department
of Justice to recommend that it be not accepted. Another det>d of gift
bas been executed, which is now bet'ore the Department of Justice for
consideration.
PROTECTION OF THE SITE OF FORT BROWN.

An appropriation of $10,000 was made by the aet of 31st July, 1876,
for thfl protection of the site of Fort Brown from the encroachments of
the Rio Grande.
Various temporary pJ;"ecautions bad been taken in previous years at
the expense of the Quartermaster's Department to resist the encroachments of the river at tLlis point.
The work, however, was one to require the .attention of an engineer
skilled in hydraulic construction, and, at the request of this office, an
officer of the corps of engineers h~d made.surveys and prepared projects·
for the work.
I therefore recommended that the work be executed under the direction of the Engineer Departrnent, which is being don«->.
LOSSES BY FIRE.

Fh·e fires have been reported dnring the year at military posts.
On September 22, 1876, fire at Camp Mohave, Arizona Territory, destroyed the stockade building and all officerR' quarters.
On No\ember 9, 1876, at Madison Barracks, N.Y., Sacket's Harbor,
one block of officer:s' quarters was burned.
On November 19, 1876, at Fort Wood, New York Harbor, a store-house
was destroyed.
On January 14, 1877, at Fort Ripley, Minnesota, two sets of officers'
quarter.-;, four sets of launrlresses' quarters, and one store-house were
destroved.
On 1..,ebruary 9, 1877, at Sitka, Alaska, officers' quarters were burned.
MILlTARY RESERVATIONS DECLARED.

February 1,1877, the reserve long oecupied at Camp Apache, Arizona,
was finally dt:'clared.
·
February 19,1877, a military reservr., section 31, township 13 north, of
range 19 west, was announced as the site of the new post to be estab-lisbell at tbe Hell Gate Pa~s, Montana.
March 18, 1877, a reserve was declared at Camp Thomas, Arizona.
April 13, 1877, at Fort Cameron, Utah T~rritory.
November 14, 1876, at Camp Robinson, Nebraska.
Novernb<'r 14, 1876, at Camp Sheridan, Nebraska.
CLOTHING,

CA~

AND GARRISON EQUIP AGE.

The clothing of the Army is mostly made up at the Philadelphia and
J ·effersonville Qnart.erma ter's Depots: from materials purchased under
advertised contracts.
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The garments are cut out at these uepots, an1l the material is deliv-ered to persons who ~ake a few garments at a time and make them up
.at their howes.
Uniform coats appearing to require more stn~ngth and skill in tailoring tl1an is ordinarily possessed by women, are generally made up by
tailors. This latter work goes sometimes to large clothing-houses, but
.as much of the work as can be done by them is given out directly from
the depots to women living in their neighb9rhood.
Boots and shoes have of late years been procured almost entirely by
-contract, but during the past year the attempt has been made to find
useful employment for the convicts in the military prison at Fort Leavenworth in the manufacture of shoes.
Under the orders of the Secretary of War, who approved the project
when submitted to him, there has been purchased, at ·a cost of $7,955.44,
for the prison shoe-shop, machim~ry to be used in making shoes, all of
which, except the sum of $638.25, bas been paid for with the appropriation for machinery and tools for the prison; $638.25 was paid from
the appropriation for clothing of the. Army.
Material sufficient to make 8,000 pairs shoes was purchased from the
appropriation for clothing of the Army and sent to the prison. It cost
.$13,849.77, or at the rate of $1.73 per pair, which leaves a margin for
.labor, superintendence, repairs, and maintenance of machinery and tools,
and traJ!sportatiou, &c., of only thirteen cents per pair as compared
with the last contract for Army shoes, which "~as filleu at the price of
.$1.86 per pair, delivered at the depot of Philadelphia.
Tue experiment, therefore, does not at first appear to promise eco11omy,
but it is iu its infancy, and mure economical results may be obtained after
more experience is g·ained. It does good in providing healthful employment and instruction for the rnilitar.)' prisoners, many of whom, though
led astray, are doubtless capable of becoming industrious and useful
-citizens if wisely treated, and taught a trade during their confinement.
Still, for the present, t.bis experiment stands as anotuer example of t.be
.superior economy of the lawful advertise(! cont1act system as compared
with manufacture in government shops.
Eighteen hundred pain~ of shoes had been manufactured in the prison
before the end of the fiscal year. They are r~ported by the prisou officers to be of excellent quality.
They will be issued to the troops in due course.
.
Efforts uave been continueu to impr·ove the quality of the clotbiug of
the Army. It is believeu that within tile past few years a great improvement ha been made iu the cut and workmanship of the cloth clotuing;
l>ut the practice of making requi~itious for garments, especially for
.trou ers, of larger size tuan tue men wear shows that the habit of
.altt>ring tue cut and style of the troust>n; still coutinues.
The di crepaucy between the sizes of undergarments, of caps, hats,
aud hoes, and tuose of coats and trousers, in tile requisition for single
compauies or posts, show that this practice continues. Yet all the
requi itio11 come to tlli · office beariug the certificates of officer~ respon ibl , and the approval of cowmauding officers, and no means yet
tri d have been ·ucce ful in arresting it.
Fa ' llious <lit!' r in different companies and at different posts, and
fa bion, eu in the Army, appears to be too strong to be controlled.
The cl hiug i n w ' O well cut and o well made that there i. no neee · ·i y f r rewaking the garm nt, if the proper ize for each man is
drawu fr Ul th dt.>pot anu is ·ned to him.
ith the r 1 ort of Lieutenant ColotJel Biugham, who ha continued
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to be in charge of the clothing and equipage branch of this office, will
be found various new specifications for materials used in the clothing
and equipage of the Army. · Tlwy are strictly enforced in the inspection
of goods received from manufacturers and merchants, and secure: materials of excellent quality.
·
At the Centennial Exhibition, in the Russian exhibit, I found a machine for testing the resistance of cloth to wear, and, with ..permission
of the Russian commissioners, I have caused four of these machines to
be constructed to be used at the principal purchasing depots to test tile
comparative value of t,he different cloths offered.
One of the machines long used in this department for testing the tensile strength of all textile fabrics, and of leather, was placed . on exhibition at the Centennial, and copies of the drawings have been furBished at the requP-st of certain foreign commissioners, in order to its
introduction abroad.
With this testing-maehine the J)ai>onn~ter, and the modern micro-,
scopr, the valuable qualities of any textile fabric can be determined with
absolute certainty.
Statements accompanying this report show the qnantities of each
article of clothing and equipage purchased, manufactured, sold, or
issued to the Army during the fiscal year; also the <] tl<Lll tity of each
remaining on hand at the close of the year.
Full statements of expen(litures on account of clotiling and equipage
will be fonud in the statement marked "B."
The appropriation for this brauch of the service was smaller than
usual, but the Army has been -kept supplied without incurring auy liability beyond the amount granted.
The stock of materials left on hand at the disbandment of the large
armies of the war is now uearly exhausted. Canton flaunel .and flannel
for blouses will, for the first time since 1865, be purchased during the
present fiscal year.
The experience of the last few years has shown that tile allowance
of clothing to soldiers, under prese11t couditious of service, has been
greater than necessary, and a revised table of allowances was establishe<l by the War Department, in General Orders No. 107 of 1876.
It is expected that the amount annually paid by the Pay Department
to enlisted men for clothing not drawn by them will be less than heretofore. It has lately averaged $400,000 a year, most of which represents the value of clothing allowed to soldiers, but not really necessary
to their !Jealth and comfort under existing conditions of service.
The Centennial Exhibition gave to the officers of the clothing depot
of Philadelphia au opportunity to study the materials used by other
armies, and there was a particularly remarkable display of leather from
many civilized countries.
Specimens were obtained, carefully marked, and. placed in a cabinet
for future reference. Out of these exhibits grew a convention of shoe
and leather dealers, which was attended by these officers. A valuable
report thereof, by Capt. John F. Rodgers, military storekeeper, wllo has
made the subject a study, is submitted herewith.
The principal question debated related to the qualities of oak and
hemlock leather. Preference is still given to oak-leather for army shoes.
Under the law of 21st January, 1873, clothing to the value of $16,484:
wa8 during the year iE;sued to the managers of the National
me for
Disabled Volunteer Soldiers.
This issue so far exhausted the supply of old-pattern clothing that
the Secretary of War advised the managers of this institution t!Jat the
13 w
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War Department cannot hereafter supply such clothing as the act contemplates, owing to the exhaustion of the stock on hand, and that they
will therefore be obliged to look to Congress for appropriations to purchase necessary clothing.
The principal articles issued to the .Asylum were 5,898 great-coats,
1,662 uniform-coats; 898 s·ack-coats, 314 blouses, 666 cavalry jackets, 89
hats, 443 forage-caps, 4 pairs trousers, 3 pairs of boots, and 5 pairs of
shoes.
The estimated value of these at the auction prices of condemned cloth. ing is $16,484. The claim of tlw Asylum, nuder the act of Congress, was
for the equivalent of 1,487 suits of clothing, valued at $22.03 -each,
$32,758.61.
Buffalo overcoats and felt boots, the latter made in Canada, have
been issued to troops in high latitudes experimentally. The felt boots,
however, were not liked. Officers prefer to issue buckskin moccasins
or the arctic overshoes furnished by the Department.
The seal-skin gauntlets, issued also in high latitudes, proved very unsatisfactory. There is some defect in strength in the seal-skin which is
nsed for making gloves. It has been determined to discontinue their
issue, an(1 a trial will be made this winter o.f caps and gloves made of
muskrat-sliin.
A change has been made in the size of the regulation flag. .At most
jnterior posts the garrison-flag now issued corresponds in ~ize to the
storm-Hag, and. for the storm-flag the old recruiting-flag bas been sub-stituted.
'l'he use of these smaller flags will tend to decrease expenditures.
Three hundred alld fifty-six flags were issu·ed during the year.
Various tables givhtg in detail the operations of the. clothing and
·equipage service of the Army, the stock on hand at the beginning and
-e tH.l of tile year, the quantity of each article purchasecl ancl issued, anu
.the cost of the service, will be found at the end of this report.
NATIONAL MILITARY CEMETERIES.

There are no'r s·eventy-nine national militar.v cemeteries. The Antietam cemetery has been transferred to the United States and audeu to
the list since the last annual report.
Seventy-one superintenclents were in service on 17th July, 1876, one
has died, tllree llave resignecl, and one has been appointed.
Sixty-se-v-en Wt!re in service at the close of the fiscal year.
Under your order of April18, 1877, of which a copy is herewitb, all
appointments now made are probationary. If at the end of six months
(during which the candidate serves as assistant at one of the larger cemeteries) be appears to be competent, he r.eceives a permanent appointment, which secures to him (always, under the law, an honorably-discharged, di abled oldier) a berth for life, with a responsible and honorable po ition, a uffi.cient salary and allowances for comfortable support,
and a good house to live in at the gate of the cemetery at which he may
be tationed.
The. appropriation for maintenance and improvement of the national .
militar.v c m terie for the pa. t year wa '12-,ooo.
Expenditures were as follow :
Inr pair •Hlcon trnction ofwall required bylaw ...••.....•.....••••• '44.60 17
Iu r pair au<lcoo t l'u ctionof lo<lgesr ' quiredbvlaw .........•.....•.... 14, 00 20
Reutvfquarter for nperiotendents ........•. :........................ .
954 67
utbou.t, bed, table ,&c ....•.........................•............
1,387 77
epair of ureen-bou eR ....... . ................................ _...••. ..
97 U6
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Purcba~e of plants .......... --~ ....•.................••.................
Hire of laborers ......................•..•••.........•..................
Drainage-works ........••.....••.. , .............••....... ·.........•.•..
Office and louge furniture .............................................. .
Tools, stores, and miscellaneous expenditures ...•..•••..•.••..•..........
Improvement of grounds ......................................•........
Flag-staffs ..........•..•.... ~ ..•.........•..........•.......• - •••. - .. -.
Water-supply .....•••.• ....••......................•....................
Purchase of land, examination of title, &c.... . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. ..•......
Advertising, posters, &c .•••••...........••..•..•......................
Interments ...••..... _........ - .•.•. --.- .... - •.. -.- ....... - ·- · · ·- · ~- · ·- ·
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$1,374 34
~5,856 26

2,711
144
7,925
12,539
1,608
1,528
G20

29
80
50
16
60
21
36

!HJ 22

258 00

Total ............................................. :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121), 650 12

Tl.lis sum exceeds ·the appropriation for the year, as it embraces ex.penditure8 from balances of appropriations for previous .years available
for the completion of former contracts.
. The military cemeteries have, during tlle past y,ear, been restored to
the command and oversight of tlle military commanders, who take a
natural and intelligent interest in the resting-places of those who had
served under their command; and the inspection has been placed in the
hands of the inspectors-general of the Army, to whom it properly belongs . .
Better and more frequent information of the condition and needs of
the several cemeteries, and of the conduct and qualities of the superintendents, is now available to this office, which has always been speeial1y
charged with their establishment, construction, and maintenance.
The work done during the past year has been satisfactory, awl the
cemeteries annually improve in beauty.
:b,our lodges have been erected since my last report: at Salisbury, N.
0.; Grafton, W.Va.; Finn's Point, N. J., and at Oaye Hill, K.v.; enclosing wal1s at Beaufort and Florence, S. 0., Finn's Point, N.J., and
Yorktown, Va.
·
Contracts have also been made for lodges at Alexandria and Port
Hudson, La., and for an enclosing wall at the Alexandria cemetery.
The cemeteries for which permanent lodges have not yet been provided are six: Baton Rouge, La.; San Antonio, Tex.; Ander.son ville,
Ga.; Fort McPherson, Nebr.; Fort Gibson, Ind. Ter., and Beverly, N.J.
Permanent walls are still to be provided at five cemeteries: Baton
Rouge, La.; Andersonyille, Ga.; Fort McPherson, Nebr.; Fort Gibson,
Ind. Ter., and Grafton, W. Va.
HE.A.DS'I.'ONES.

The headstone contracts, as originally contemplated, haYe been satisfactorily completed. Two hundred and fifty-eight thousand fi\e hundred and sixty-six graves have each been permanently marked by a
block of granite or of marble bearing a suitable inscription, at a cost
of $786,360.14.
As the original appropriation was $1,000,000, there remains a balance
of $213,639.86.

Some cemeteries have been adJed to the list since tllese contracts
were made, and the contractors have consented to supply them also
with monuments which will cost some $20,000. A balance will still
remain of about $192,000, out of which, if authorized by Congress, the
graves of soldiers buried in prh·ate village cemeteries, to which the
appropriation at present does not apply, may be permanently marked
It is estimated that the sum of '60,000 would suffice for this purpose.
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These are under charge of officers of the Quartermaster's Department, and are kept in repair by them under direction of post commanders.
The only considerable repairs executed during the year have been to
the fences and monuments at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, and at Columbus Barracks, Ohio.
· .
The Secretary of War has dire.cted the removal of bodies interred at
Bird Key, Dry Tortugas, near Fort Jefferson, Florida, to the national
military cemetery at Pensacola.
·
· .
·
A general order, No. 43, of 1877, provides for the transportation of
soldiers dying in temporary camps and on detached service to the
'nearest regular fort, barrack, or national military cemetery, and their
interment therein.
The reports of the officers now· on duty in this office, Bvt. Maj. Gen.
S. Van Vliet, colonel and assistant quartermaster-general; and Bvt.
Brig. Gen. J.D. Bingham, lieutenant-colonel and deputy quartermaster-general. Lieut. Col. H. 0. Hodges, deputy quartermaster-general;
· as also that of Bvt. .Lieut. Col. A. F. Rockwell, assistant quartermaster
in charge of national cemeteries, accompany this report.
With these reports will be found a number of papers and tabular
statements giving very full information upon the business and opera·
tions ·of the Quartermaster's Department during the fiscal year.
The supplies, which it is the duty of the Quartermaster's Department
to provide and deliver to the Army, have been promptly furnh;hed, in
ample quantities and of good quality, and, under the contract system,
with great economy.
Respectfully submitted.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General, Bvt. ~Maj. Gen., U. S. A.
Bon. GEORGE W. McCRARY,
Secretary of War.
List of papers accornpa.nying the annual 1·epm·t of th e Quc!1·tennaster-General jo1· th e fiscal
yem· enc1ing June 30, 1877.
1. Report of Col. Stewart Van Vliet, assistant quartermaster-general United States
Army, of the inspection branch of the Quartermaster-General's Office during the :fisca,l
year eudino- June 30, 1877.
A..- H.eport of officers of the Quartermaster's Department for the :fiscal year.
B.-R~port of the stations ·and duties of officers of the Quartermaster's Department,
July 1, 1 77.
C.-List of officers on duty as acting assistant quartermasters, and of the stations at
which they have served, during the :fiscal year.
2. Report of Col. tewart Van Vliet, assistant quartermaster-general United States
Army, of the operations of the barracks and quarters branch of the QuartermasterGeneral's Office during the :fi cal year ending June 30, 1877.
A.-Copy of contract cov ring construction of San Antonio depot.
B.-Tracing howiuO' the several fronts of the San Antonio depot.
3. R port of Lient. Col. J.D. Bin •bam, deputy quartermaster-general Unitecl tates
Army, of h operation of the account branch of the Quartermaster-General's Office
during the fi cal year ending June 30, 1 77.
4. 1 port of Lieut.. Col. J. . Bingham, deputy quarterma ter-general Un it d tate
Army , of the operations of the clotbiug branch :>f the Quartermaster-General's Office
during the fi cal y ar ending Jun 30, 1 77 .
.-,. tat m. nt of artic!e: of clothing and eqnipage on hand at the principal depots
~Tune .iO, 1 16 the qua~tJt1 e. p~ucba.-ed, mannfdctured, gained, sold, exp ud d, and
1 ·u
t th Arm~ dnrtng the fi cal year endinll' June :JO, 1 77, and the quan ity on
band Jun :~o, 1. 77.
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B.-Statement of expenflitnres on account of clothing, camp and ga..:Tison equipage
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
C.~Statement of amounts received from the sale of serviceable, unserviceable, damaged, and irregular articles of clothing, camp and garrison equipage, during the fu3cal
~ear ending June :~0, 1877.
D.-Statement of amounts received and expended by the Quartermaster's Department on account of clothing, camp and garri~ou equipage, during the fiscal year ending
· ..June 30, 1877.
E.-Statement of clothing issued to the National Home for Disabled Volunteers,
under the act of January 2:3, 1873, during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
F.-Statement of clothing issued to prisoners at the United States military prison,
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
G.-Statement of clothing, camp and garrison equipage, with money value thereof,
sold to the Indian Bureau for use of Indian prisoners confined at Fort Marion, Fla.,
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
H.-Report of Capt. John F. Rodgers, military storekeeper, U.S. A, on the subject of
the relative merits of oak and hemlock tanned leather . •
I.-Specifications of clothing, camp and garrison equipage, adopted and distributed to
the officers of the Quartermaster's DApartment to June 30, 1877.
K.-Statement of returns of clothing, camp and garrison equipage, received aud
-examined, and of letters received and written, during the fiscal year ending June 30,
1b77.
L.-Statement of the clerical force employed in the clothing and equipage branch of
the Quartermast.er-General's Office during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
5.-Report of Lieut. Col. Henry C. Hodges, deputy quartermaster-gen era~ U.S. A., of
the operations of th-e Quartermaster-General's Office pertaining to transportation, indebted railroads, regular and miscellaneous supplies, miscellaneous claims, and claims
under the act of July 4, 1864, during the fiscal year.
A.-Statement of troops and stores transported under the direction of the Quartermaster's Department during the fiscal year ending June ::10, 1cii7.
B.-Abstract of contracts made by officers of the Quartermaster's Depa.rtment for
wagon-t.ransportation during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
C.-Table showing the principal movements of troops during the fiscal year and
a.verage length of march or movement in each case.
D.-Abstract of contracts made by officers of the Qnartermaster's Department for
wat.er-trausportation during the fiscal year ending Juue 30, U:l7i.
E.-Statement of vessels chartered, impressed, or employed by the Quartermaster's
Department during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
F.-Statement of vessels owned or purchased by the government and employed in
the Quartermaster's Depdl'tment during the fiscal year ending June :30, 1877.
G.-Statement of the indebtedness of rail way companies for railway material, &.c.,
purohased ofthe United States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
H.-Correspondence relating to the refusal of the Florida Railroad (a land-grant
road) to furnish military t.ransportation.
6.-Report of Capt. A. F. Rockwell, assistant quartermaster, United Statea Army, of
affairs relating to tb.e care and main tenauce of national cemeteries for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1877.
A.-Statement of disbursements on account of national cemeteries during the fiscal
year.
B.-Statement of the number of head-stones erected at each national cemetery.
C.-Copy of General Orders No. 37, 1877, relcLting to the appointments of superintendents of national cemeteries.

No.l.-Report of Assi~tant Quartermaster-General Stewart Van Vliet.
WAR DEPARTMENT,
QU.A.R1'ER~I:ASTER-GENER.AL'S OFFICE,

Washington, D. 0., August 13, 1877.
I. have the honor to submit a report of the operation~ of
the im;pection branch of this office during the fiscal year ending June
30~ 1877.
The duties of this branch are principally as follows:
Keeping narrative reports of stations and duties of aU officers who
perform duty in the Quartermaster's Department.
GENERAL:
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Examining and preparing for such action as may be requisite communications on assignments of officers, annual reports of officers, &c.
Filing and distribution of orders, circulars, rolls of honor, and other
printed documents.
Preparing monthly returns of officers of the Quartermaster's Department for the Adjutant-General's Office.
Keeping books of" letters received" and "letters sent" relatin·g individually to officers, agents, and employes of the department.
The following is a statement of the number of orders, circulars, and
books received and distributed during the fiscal year:
Designation.

Number Number
r eceived. di8tributed.

General Orders Quartermaster General's Office ........................................ . ... .
49, 000
General Orders Ad,iutant General 's Office........................................
General court-martial orders Adjutant General's Office . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . .
64, 400
Circulars .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . . • • .. . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. • . .. • • .. .. . . ..
7, 200
Regulations of the Quartermaster's Department ............................. .... ......... .
Rolls of honor. . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. . • . . .. .. . . .. . .. . .. . . .. .. . . . . .. . .. • .. .. .. . . . . . . . ....... ..
Miscellaneous books and pamphlets.......... . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2, BOO

2, 000
48, 122
61, 502
5, 250
20
700
1, 875

I inclose herewith list of officers on duty in the Quartermaster's Department during the fiscal year.
· Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
STEW ART VAN VLIET,
.Assistant Quartermaster- General, U. S. A.
To the QU.ATITER::\IASTER·GENER.AL OF THE ARMY,
Washington, D. a.

A.-Annual1·epol't of officers of the Qua!'termaster's De]Jat·tment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.

No. I

Name and grade.

Rank.

!

~~---:---~~~----Duties, &c.

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.

Montgomery C. Meigs

Brigadier-general and bre>et major general .... -I In charge of the Quartermaster's Depart~ent. at Washington, D. C.; from August
10, 1876, to December 30, 1876, also member of commission to examine the subject of reform and reorganization of tbe United States Army; from October
27, to November 12, 1876, alJsent from 'Vashington on inspection.

Robert Allen ........... .

Colonel and brevet major-general. .•••.••.•.•.••. To September 19, 1876, president of retiring-board at San Francisco, Cal.; thenceforward unassigned.
Colonel and brevet ma~or-general .............. . In charge of Philadelphia depot of the Quartermaster's Department at Philadelphia,Pa.
Colonel and brevet maJor-general
To August 31,1876, in charge of depot at New York City: to September 14,1876,
en route; thenceforward chief quartermaster Military Division of the Pacific
and Department of California, at San Francisco, Cal.; from January 4 to .February 12, 1877, absent on visit to the Sandwich Islands.
Colonel and brevet major-general
Chief quart.ermaster Military Divisfon of the Atlantic at New York City; on
August 81,1876, also assigned in charge of general depot at New York City;
from August 31, 1876, to l!'ebruary 27, 1877, also member of board on Army
ambulances.
Colonel and brevet major-general
Inspector in Quartermaster's Department, and on duty in the Quartermast<'r~
General's office; from October 27, to November 12, 1876, Acting Quartm·masterGeneral.

2 i Daniel H. Rucker ................... --~
Rufus Ingalls......... .. ..............

Langdon C. E.1ston .................... 1

5 I Ste wart Van Vliet .................... 1

DEPUTY QUARTEI.m.A.STEltS-GENERAL.

Samuel B. Holabird ................... , Lieutenant-colonel and brevet brigadier-general Chief quartermaster Military Division of the Missouri, at Chicago, Ill.
" 1 Charles H. Tompkins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lieutenant-colonel and brevet b1·igadier-general. 'l'o July 24, 1A76, ou duty at Louisville, Ky., engaged in closiug accounts, &c.;
thenceforward unassigned.
James A. Ekin ......•...•............. I Lieutenant-colonel and brevet brigadier-general Chief quartermaster Department of the South, at Atlanta, Ga., and in cbarge of
Jeffersonville depot of the Quartermaster's Department atJeffer~onville, Ind;
on October 28, 1876, relieved as chief quartermast.er Department of the South;
thenceforward in charge of national cemeteries in Kentucky and TennPssce;
investigating claims and disbursing-agent at Louisville, Ky., in addition to
duties at Jeffersonville, Ind.
Asher R. Eddy ............... .
Lieutenant-colonel and breret colonel. ......... . 'l'o March 4, 1877, engaged in the examination and acljnstment of his accounts, at
San Francisco, Cal., and Washington, D. C.; to Aprilll, 1877, en route; thenceforward chief quartermaster Department of the Columbia, at Portland, Oreg.
Rufus Saxton ........................ - ~ Lieutenant-colonel and brevet brigadier-general Chief quartermaster Department of the Missouri, at Fort Leavenworth, Kans.
Judson D. Bingl1am................... Lieutenant-colonel and brevet brigadier-general On duty in the Quartermaster-General's office, Washington, D. C.
Alexander J. Perry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lieutenant-colonel and brevet brigadier-general. To September 30, 1876, on leave of absence; thenceforward chief quartermaster
Department of Texas, at San Antonio, 'I' ex.
8 I Henry C. Hodges ........ ..
Lieutenant-colonel ....
On dut~ in the Quartermaf:l~or-General':;! office, "rfts"!Jinpton, D. C,
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A.-.Ll.nnual?·cport of office~:s of tlle Quarie1·master's Depa1'tmcnt for the fiscal year ending Jwne 30, 1817-Continued.
No.

Nnmo and grade.

Ra.nk.

Duties, &c.

t..!l
0

0

QUAHTERMAS'l'ERS.

Mnjor and b'!'evet colonel ....................... . To October 5, 1876, cbief quartermaster D epartment of .Arizona, at Prescott,
Ariz.; to November 22, 1876, en route; thenceforward chief quat-termaster De
part.ment of tbe South, at Atlanta, Ga.
Major am1 bre'l"et brigadier-general . .... . . . . .. . In charge of depot at San Francisco, Cal. ; also to September 15, 187fl, chief quarWilliam Myers ........... .
t ermaster Military Didsion of the Pacifie and Department of California; :IJ:om
January 4 to February 12, 1877, absent on visit to the Sandwich Isla,nds.
Major and bre'l"et brigadier general . ..... . ..... . To October 31, 1876, chief quartermaster first qn:u:termaster's district Military
3 I Chn.rh•s G. Sawtt•lle
DiYision of the .A.tla,ntic, at New York City; thenceforward post quartermaster
at New York _City, and assistant to the chief quartermaster Military Division·
of the .Atlantic.
.Major and bre;et brigadier-general ............ . In charge of clothing depot and pUl'chasing officer for Philadelphia depot, at
Jnmcs J. Dn.nn.
Philadelphia, Pa.; also in eharge of national cemeteries at Be~l'ly and Finn's
Point, N.J.
Chief quartermaster Department of the Gulf, at New Orleans, La.; from July
Jos~>ph A. Potter ...................... , Major and bre>et brigadier-general .
20 to October 17, 1876, on leave of absence.
6 Ricbnnl N. Bntcbclder.......... .. .. .. Major and brevet coloneL ..................... .. To April 11, 1877, chief quartermaster Department of the Columbia. at Portland, Ore_!!.; from July 8 to November 13,1876, on lea,ve of absence; from Jan nary 1 to February 14, 1877, on temporary duty at headquarters Military Division of the Pacific; from Aprilll, 1877, on duty under secret orders.
71..Mn.rshn.ll I. Ludington . . .•......
Major and brevet lieutenant-colon eL .......... .. Chief quartermaster Department of the Platte. at Omah!!, Nebr.
8 James :M. Moore .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. Major and breyet lieutenant-colonel. .......... .. Purchasing and disbursing quartermaster at Chicago, Ill.
9 Jame8 Beltrer......................... 1\I~jor .......................................... . Post quartermaster at Atlanta, Ga.
10 Btmjamiu C. Card . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Major and brevet brigadier-general .•.. ... ...... Chief quartermaster Department of Dakota, at Saint Paul, Minn.
11 Charles A. Ueyuolds .................. Major and brevet lieutenant-colonel ............ . To August 31, 187fl, on sick lea,·e, and under orders for dut.y in the Department
of Arizona; to October 5, 1876, en rottte; thenceforward chief quartermaster
Department of Arizona, at Prescott, Ariz.
12 I George B. Dandy ..................... -I Major and brevet brigadier-general . .....•....... To OCJtober 31, 1876, chief qnartermaster fourth quartermaster's district Military Division of the .Atlantic, at Buffalo, N. Y. ; thenceforward post quai-tormaster at Bnffalo, N. Y.
In cbarge of Vancouver depot, Wash., from April 6 to November 30, 1876; also
George H. Weeks ................... --~ Major and brevet lieutenant-colonel..
acting chief quartermaster Depart.ment of the Columbia.
14 Willi::tm B.llughes .................... Major ....... ..
In charge of depot at Sioux City, Iowa; from J anuat·y 9 to March 27, 1877, on
leave of absence.
John G. Chandler
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Augustus G. Robinson ................ 1 Captain and brevetmnjcr ..................... .. To .A ugnst 15, 187G, iu charge of depot .at Omaha, N tbr.; to October 7, 1R76. on
special duty in Indiana aod Ohio; tu October 31, 1876, engaged in the settlement of his accounts, at Omaha, Nebr.; to February 28, 18i7, on leave of ausence; thenceforward post quartermaster at Boston, Mass.
2 I Ed ward D. Baker ..................... I Captain ...........•.......
In charge of depot at San Antonio, Tex. ; to September 30, 1876, also acting chief
quartermaster Department of Texas.
Henry W. Janes ...................... 1 Captain and bre'i'et lieutenant-coloneL ........ .. To October :n, 1876, chief qua1·termaster third quartermaster's district Military
Division of tbe .Atlantic, at Baltimore, Md. ; thenceforward post quartermaster at Baltimore, Md.
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James G. O~Lee . ..• ~~:-.:·::. : .. :." ... ." .. 1 Captain and brevet lieutcn ant-colonef ......... .. To October 23, ll:l-76. chief qua1:termaster second quartermaster's district Military Division of the A tl:mtic, at Boston, Mass., when temporarily relieved, and
on October 26 assigned chief quartermaster Department of the South, at Atlanta., Ga. ; relieved from lattet' assignment on November 23, 1876, and joined
station at Boston on November 29, 1876; relieved therefrom March 1, 1877; to
March 31,1877, closing accounts and en route; thenceforward in charge of the
transportation of military supplies at Fort Buford, Dak.
·
5 JameR GillisH ... .... ·.................. Captain ..... .. ................... .. .... ··'··-- In charge of depot at Cheyenne, Wyo.
To
June
23.
1877,
post
quartt>rmaster
at
Fort
Adams,
R.I.;
thenceforward
en
6 Theodore J. Ecketson ................. Captain and breYet mnjor ..................... ..
1·oute to the Departmeut. of T exas .
In
charge
of
depot
at
New
Orleans,
La
;
from
Jnly
20
to
October
17,
1876,
also
7 Andrew J. McGonnigle . ..... .'........ Captain and breve t liouten ant-colon ol. ......... .
acting chiPf quartormastt"r D epnrtmeut of the Gulf.
·
·
8 Ed\Vard 13. Gl'imes .................... Captain ann brevet mlljor . .......... . ......... .. In charge of depot at Sa.i nt Louis, Mo.
9 James W. Scully ...................... C >~ ptain and brevet colonel. ................... .. Post quartermaster at Fort Rice, Dale
10 William T. Howell ............ ...... .. Captain and breve t major ..................... .. To July 31, 1876, on leave of absence; thenceforward awaiting orders at Philadelphia, Pa.
·
11 Charles W. Foster .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . Captain and brevet colonel. .................. ... . To December 1, 1876, post quartermnster at Charleston, S.C.; to October 24, 1876,
on sick ·leave; to November 29, 1876, on t emporary duty as post qnart.e rmaster
at Boston, Mass.; to Mlly 29,1877, await-ing orrlers; to June 11, 11:'77, en Tottte;
thenceforward depot quartermaster at Ogden, Utah.
12 1 Ge'lrge W. Bt·arllev ................... 1 Cllptain . . ~---·-··: ............................. . In charge of depot at Yuma, Ariz.
13 Simon F. Ba,rstow ... L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C:aptain and bre>et lieutonantcolunel ........ .. To June 16, 1877, post quarterm~ster at Raleigh. N.C.; ft·om July 20 to S~ptem
ber 20, ltl76, on l eave of atsence; on June 29, 1877, assigned post quartermaster
at Gharle~ton, S.C.
14 1 Jolm H. Belcher ................ ------1 Captnin and brevet major ..................... .. Chief quartermaster District of New Mexico, at Santa Fe, N.Mex.
15 Ezra B. Kirk . ......................... Captain ................ . ...................... .. To August 4,1876, post quartermaster at Fort Dodg~>, Kaus, and on have of absence; to A ugnst 12, 1876, en route; to May 16, 1877, depot quartermaster at
Omaha, Nebr.; to May 31, 18i7, engaged in transferring public property;
thenceforward depot and post quartermaster at Fort Buford, Dak.
16 AmosS. Kimball ...................... Ca-pt-ain ....................................... .. Post quartermaster at Fort Union, N . Mex.
17 Almon F. Rockwell ...... _....... . . . . . . Captain and bre \·et lieutenant-colonel. ......... . In charge of Office of National Cemeteries and depot quartermaster at Washington, D. C.
·
18 Gilbert C. Smith ...................... Captain ....................................... .. Post quartermaster at Camp Grant, -A riz.
19 Edward J. Strang . .................... Captain and brevet lieutenant-cJlonel. ........ .. To September 30, 1876, on duty at Dall~s, Tex.; thenceforward receiving and
forwnrding supplies at Fort Worth, Tex.
20 Na.thanielS. Const.'tble ................ Captain ... -;..- -·-----·------·----·----------···- .. To September 13, 1876, on duty at Kingsb11r:v, Tex; the11ceforward in charge of
receiving and forwarding supplies at Marion, Tex.
21 John V. Furey
Captain . ................•............•.......•.. To January 8, 1877, chief quarterma:ster of the Yellowstone ancl of the Powder
River expeditions; to May 16, 1877, engaged in the settlement of his accounts;
thenceforward depot quartermaster at Omaha, Nebr.
2-:2 I Lewis C. Forsyth ..................... 1 Captain and brevet major ..................... .. To July 13, 1876, en rottte; to May 15, 1877, chief and tlisbursing quartermaster
District of the Rio Grande, ancl post quartermaster at Fort ·Brown, Tex. ; to
June 10,1877, transferring property; to June 19, en ·l'oute; thenceforward post
quartermaster at Fort Adams, R.I.
231 Charles H. Hoyt ...................... 1 Captain.~.: ...................................•.. In charge of depot at Fort L eavenworth, Kans.
24 Asa. P. :Blunt ............ ---.---:---- ... Captain and breyet colonel. ................... .. To April25, 1877, quartermaster of military prison at Fort Leavenworth, Kans.;
thenceforward governor of same.
·
25 James H. Lord ....................... Ca-pta.i n and brevet m9jor ..................... .. Disbm·sing qnartermaster, District of Tucson, .Ariz.
26 James M. Marshall ..... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . Captain ........................................ . Di"'trict qna1·termastet District of MontJ.na aud post quartermaster at Fort
Ellis, Mont.
·
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N~ ---- Nnme and grade.
.ASSIST \NT

QUARTF.ItMASTERS-Cont'cl.

~

Rank.

I

27 I Ellwin13.Atwood ... ................. Captain and bre,et

~

0

Duties, &c.

m~jor ...................... .

To Aug-nst 5, 1876, post qua,rtermaster at :Fort Monr.:Je, Va.; to Sept<'mlte r :10,
1876, closing nceounts ancl en 1'0ttte ; on October 10, lt:!76, assign ed pot>t quar·
termaster at Fort Cmtebo, 'l'ex.
Assistant depot quartormrtster at Whipple depot, Prescott, .Ariz.; from Jun e 6
28 I John Simpson ............. ......... .. . j Captaiu . .......... ..
to Aug ust 11, 1876, absent on detach ed service.
29 LnfnyottoE. Ca mpbell ................. , Ca.ptltin .... .. . . .......... ........ ..............• To July 29, 1o76, unassigned; on August 5, l876, assigned }Jost quat t ermaster at
Fort Monroe, Va.
:10 Cluulos S. IIointzelm~n . ............. . Captain . ...................................... .. To July 29, 1876, mmssigned; to August 9, 1876, en 1·oute; to October 3,1876, on
duty at Bis marck a nd Fort Buford, Dn.k. ; to October 18, 1876, acting chief q uar.
tormaster D epartm ent of Dakota. at Sairtt Paul, Minn .: to Janua,ry 27, 1877,
on leave of absence and settling his accounts at Washington, D. C.; to May
26, 11::!77, on duty at Saint Paul, Minn.; thenceforward on special duty at p st
on Tongue RiYer, Montaua.
MILI'fAUY STOR J•: K~; tn'ERS .

I

~

:1

4
!'i

6

7

R oub<'n :rtf. 'Potter .. ................. ..
Chnrl <'s A.. Alligoo(l ................. ..
.Tobn F. Rod~tots .. .................. .
Gustavus A. Hull .... ..
John Livors ...... ...... .......... .. ..
A<ldi ~-<ou B,trr<'tt ...... .. .... ........ ..
William P. Mnrtin

Captain .
Captain .
Captain . .............. ... .
Cnpt~in . .......... .

On sick lcnve, nt Brooklyn, N ew York. Stntion; Fort \' ood, N ew York lla ~ bor.
Acting assistant quartermaster a.t Fort ·wad~:Jwotth, N.Y.
In charge of C. C. and G. E., at }:'hiladelphia, Pa.
In charge of clothing and equipage at Fort LeaveiJworth, Kans.
Jn charge of clothing and equipage depot at Omaha, Nebr.
On duty at Jeffersonville uepot, J effe rsonville, Ind.
In charge of clothing depot at San Francisc<>, Cal.
7
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Captain . ......................... ..
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Deputy quartermasters-general. with rank of lieutenant-colon el ........... .
Qna.rtermasters, with rank of major ................................................. .
A~>sistant qna.rtermastero~, with rank of captain .... ..
Military storekeepers, w1tb rank ofcaptain ............... .
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QUARTERMASTER-GJ<..;NERAL.
B.-Stations and duties of officers of the Quartermaster's Department, July 1, 1877.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE.

Meigs, Bvt. Maj. Genl. M. C., Quartermaster-General; Van Vliet, Bvt.. Maj. Geni
Stewart., assist.ant. qnartermaster-general; Bin~ham, Bvt. Bri~. Genl. Judson D., deputy
quartermaster-general; Hodges, Lieut. Col. Henry C., deputy qna.rtennaster-general.
GENEHAL DEPOTS J<;STABLISHED BY GENEHAL OHDERS NO.
ARMY, APRIL 8, 1869,

32,

Hl<JADQUAll-rERS OF THE

KewYork -Easton, Bvt. Maj. Genl. Langdon C., assistant quartermaster general, in
charge.
.
·
Philadelphia depot of the Quartm·master's Department.-Rucker, Bvt. Maj. Genl. Daniel
H., assistant quartermaster-general, in charge; Dana, Bvt. Brig. Genl. James J., quartermaster; Rodger~, Capt. John F., military st.orekeeper.
Washington, D. C.-Rockwell, Bvt. Lieut. Col. Almon F., assistant quartermaster, in
char~e.

JP_ffersonville depot of the Quartm·ma8te1·'s Depm·tnunt.-Ekin, Bvt. Brig. Genl. James A.~
deputy quartermaster-general, in charge; Barrett, Capt. Aildison, military stort-lkeeper.
O.ffice of National Cemeteries, Washington, D. C.-Rockwell, Bvt. Lieut. Col. Almon F.,.
assLsta ·J t quartermaster, in charge.
MILITARY DIYISION OF THE

ATLA~TIC.

Headquarters, New York City.-Easton, Bvt. Maj. Genl. Lan~don C., assist<Flt quartermaster-general, chief quartermaster; Sawtelle, Bvt. Brig. Genl. Charles G., quartermaster, New York City; Dandy, Bvt. Brig. Genl. George B., quartermast.er, Buffalo, N.
Y.; Robinson, Bvt. Maj. Augustus G., assistant quartermaster, Boston, Mass.; James,
Bvt. Lieut. Col. Henry W., assistant quartermaster, Baltimore, Md.; Forsyth, Bvt. Maj.
Lewis C., assistant quartermaster, Fort Adams, R. I.; Campbell, Capt. Lafayette E.,
assistant quartermaster, Fort Monroe, Va.; Potter, Capt. Reuben M., mil tary storekeeper, Fort Wood, N. Y., on sick leave i Alligood, Capt, Charles A., military storekeeper, Fort Wadsworth, N.Y.
D(pariment of the South.
H eadquartm•s, Atlanta, Ga..-Chan11ler, Bvt. Col. J. G., quartermaster, chief quarter·
ma~ter; Belger, Maj. James J., quartermaster, Atlanta, Ga.; Barstow, Bvt. Lieut. Col.
Simon F., assistaut quartermaster, Raleigh, N.C.
MILITARY

DIVfSIO~

OF THE l\HSSOURI.

Headqua.rter8, ChLcago, Ill.-Holabird, Bvt. Brig. Genl. Samuel B., deputy quartermaster-general, chief quartermaster; Moore, Bvt. Lieut. Col. Jame<~ M., quartermaster,
Chicago. Ill.; Hu~hes, Maj. 'W illiam B., quartermaster, Sioux City, Iowa; Grimes,
Bvt.l\faj. Edward B., assistant quartermaster, Saint Louis, Mo.
De1Jartment of the Missouri.
H eaclq1wrters, Fort L eavenworth, Kans.-Saxtou, Bvt. Brig. Genl. Rr;fus, deputy
quartermaster-general, chief quartermaster; Belcher, Bvt. Maj. John H., assistaut
quartermaster, chief quartermaster district of New Mexico, Santa Fe, N. Mex.;
Kimball, Capt. _Amos S., assistant qnart.er·master, Fort Union, N.Mex.; Hoyt, Capt.
Charles H., assistant quartermaster, Fort L eavenworth, Kans.; Blunt, Bvt. Col. Asa
P., assistant quartermaster, Fort Leavfln worth, Kans.; Hull, Caf)t. Gu5tavus A., military storekeeper, Fort Leavenworth. Kans.
Depa1·tment of the Platte.
Headqum·ters, Omaha, Ntbt.-Ludington, Bvt. Lieut. Col. , Marsh <til I., quartermaster,
chief quartermAster; Gilliss, Capt ..James, assistant quartermaster, Cheyenne Depot,
Wyo.; Foster, Bvt. Col. Charles W., asqistant qnanerrnaster, O~den, Utah; Furey,
Capt. John V., assistant quartermaster, Omaha, Nebr;; Livers, Capt. John, military
storekeeper, Omaha, Nebr.
Depa1'tmen.t of Dakota.
Headquarters, Saint Paul, Minn.-Caril, Bvt. Brig. Genl. Benj ~min C .• quartermaster,
chief qnartermaster; Lee, Bvt. Lieut. Col. James G. C., assisrant rtnartermaster, Bismarck, Dak.; Scully, Bvt. Col. James w.,'nsiistant quartermaster, Port Rice, Da.k., UDder orders for as ignment to duty at Charleston, S. C. ; Kirk, Capt. Ezra B., assistant
quarterma ter, Fort Buford, Dak.; Marshall, Capt. James M., assistant quartermaster,
Fort ElliR, Mont.; Heintzelman, C.tpt. Cbarle S., assistant l}narterm:.tster, Post ou
Tongne R rer1 Mont.
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Depm·tment of Texas.
T~:x.-Perry,

Bvt. Brig. Genl. Alexanrler J., deputy quartermaster-ueneral. chief quartermaster; Baker, Capt. Edward D., assistant quartermaster,
San Antonio, Tex., under orders for rlnty at Port Rice, Dak.; Strang, Bvt. Lieut. Col.
Edwan;l J., assistant quartermaster, Fort Wqrth, Tex.; Constable, Capt. Nathaniel S.,
assistant quartermaster, Marion, Tex.; Atwood, Bvt. Maj. Erlwin B., assistant quartermaster, E ort.Concllo, Tex., under orders for assignment to duty at San Antonio, Tex.
Beadqnm·ters San Antonio,

Depa1·tnwnt of the Gulf.
Headquartm·s, !Yew Orleans, La.-Potter, Bvt. Brig. Genl. Josel?h .A.., quartermaster,

chief quartermaster;
Orleans, La.

McGonni~le,

Bvt. Col. Andrew J., assistant quartermaster, New

MILITARY DIVISION Ol!' TilE PACH'IC

A~D

DEPARTMENT Oli' CALIFOHNIA.

Headqum·ters. San Franci-sco, Cal.- TngallR, Bvt. Maj. Gen 1. Rnfus, assistant q narterruas-

ter-general, c!Jief quartermaster; Myers, Bvt. Brig. Genl. \V1lliam, qu;~,rtermaster, San
Franc1sco, Cal.; Martin, Capt. Willmm P., military storekeeper, Sau Francisco, Cal.
Departntent of A:ri.zona.
Headqucu;ters, Prescott, LITiz.-Reyn0lds, Bvt. Lieut. Col. Charles .A.., quartermaster,

chiof quartermaster; Bradley, Capt. Geqrge W., assistant quartermaster, Yuma. Depot,
Ariz.; Smith, Capt. Gilbert C., assistant .quartermaster, Camp Grant, Ar z.; Lord, Bvt.
Maj. James H., a~- sistant quartermaster, Tucson, Ariz.; Simpson, Capt. Juhn, a,sistaut
quartermaster, Whipple Depot, Prescott, Ariz.
Department of the Columbia.
Headqum·ters, Portlancl, Oreg.-EJ.dy, Bvt. Col. Asher H., depnty quartermaster-gen-

eral, chief quartermaster; \Veeks, Bvt. Lieut. Cul. George H., quartermaster, Vaucou ver Depot, Wash.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Allen, Bvt. Maj. Genl. Robert, assistant quartermaster-general, San Francisco, Cal.,
awaiting orders; Tompkins, Bvt. Brig. Genl. Charles H., deputy quart.ermaster-general,
Georgetown, D. C., awaiting orders; Batchelder, Bvt. Col. Richard N., quartermaster,
on duty under secret orders; Eclu•rson, Bvt. Maj. Theodore J., assistant quartermaster,
Bn route to join station at Port Brown, Tex.; Howell, Bvt. Muj. vVilliam T., assistant
quartermaster, Philadelphia, Pa., awaiting orders.
C.-List of officerB on duty a.B acting a8sistant qnartermaste1·s, and of the stations at which
they have Berved, clul'ing the fiscal year ending Jttne 30, 1877.
Name.

Lineal rank
and regiment.

Brevet
rank.

Aldrich, Bishop ...•.. 1st lt. & R. Q. Major ...
M. 8th In f.
Abbott, L.A ........ 1st lt. 6th Uav ·----··--·
Anderson, John ...... 2cl lt. 18th Inf .............
Adams. John Q . .. ~ . . hit lt. lRt Cav Captain
Allen, L. C . .......... 2d lt. 16th Inf ...... .... .
Ayers, James C ...... 1st lt. Ord ..•..

Station.

~'ort

Time during y~>ar on duty as
A.A.Q.M.

Whipple, Ariz ... July 1, 1t'76, to May 16, 1~77.

Camp G~ant, Ariz ....
Greenville, S.C . ......
~'ort Klamath, Oreg ..
Chattanooga, Tenu . ..
Rock !::~laud Arsenal,
Ill.
Anderson, George L . 2d lt. 4tb Art .. ·-········ Fort Wrangel, Alaska
.AmeR, Luther S ...... 1st lt. 2d Iuf .. .............. Livingston, A.la ..... ..
Do .. •••••.....•. . .... do .........
.Aiken, S. C .. .........
Do . .............. .... clo ......... ·----···· · Tallahassee, Fla. ......
.Arnold, Isaac . ...... Capt. Ord ..... ............... . Indianapolis Arsenal,
Ind.
Anderson. H . R . ..... 1st lt. 4th A.rt ..................... .Alcatmz Island, Cal ..
An mao, \Villiaru .. ... 1st lt.13tb Inf ... ............... Baton Rouge, La . .....
Abbott, A. T ........ 1st lt. 3d A.rt ..
Macli ,on Barracks, N.
Y.
Bradley, JlUXleS a .. -. 1Rt lt. 7th In f .. ............. . 'Fort f:ihaw, 'Mont .....
Booth, U.A .......... 2d lt. 1st Inf ..
'Fort Whipole, Va ....
Barber, Men-itt ...... 1Rt lt. 16th Inf Major .. Lebanon , K .v . ........
Bacon. Georg E . .... 2d lt. 16tb Inf . ........... Hnnts,,ill . Ala .. .....
Baldwin , J. H ........ 1 t lt. & R. Q. ................ Uolurubia, S. V ........
M. 18th Iut.

Oct. 10 to Nov. 25,1876.
March 6 to June 30, 1877.
April30 to .June 21, 1877.
.Tuly 31 to Sept. 20, 1876.
July 19, 1876, to Apr. 30, 1877.
Sept. 30 to Nov. 20, 1876.
July 1 to SApt. 8, 1876.
Sept. 23 to Nov. 10, 11:!76.
DEc. 4, 1876, to Jan.ll, 1877.
July 1, 1876, to June 30, 18i7.
May 10 to June 30. 1877 .
May 31 to June 30, 1 77.
March 31 to June 30, 1877.
Se}t. 19 to Sept. :10, 1 76.
Ju y 22, 1876, to Jan. 16, 1 77.
Au~r. 1 to Aug. 19. 1876.
fi pt. 2.1, lfl76, to May 31,1 77.
July 1, 1 76, to June 30, 1 77.
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C.-List of officers on duty as acting assistant qum·termasters, g·c.-Continued.
Name.

Bishop, JohnS ....•.
Burbank, James B .. .
Bubll, ::Tohn W ...... .
Barrett, Gregory, jr ..
Barnard, P. P ....... .
Bird, Charles ....... .
Bur11ham, D. R ..... .
Bloom , J. E . ........ .
Babbitt, L. S. ...... ..

Lineal rank
and regiment.

Brevet
rank.

1st It. 13th Inf
1st It. 3d Art ........... .
1st It. 4th Inf .. ......... .
1st lt. & R. Q.
M. lOth Inf.
1st lt. 5th Cav ......... ..
1st lt. 23d Inf . Lt. Col..
Ist Jt. 15th Inf
1st It. 4th Art . ......... .
Capt. Ord ............. .

Brown , E. 1' ......... 2d lt. 5th Art .......... .
Byrne, B. A .. .. . . .. . 2d lt. 6th Iuf..
Brodie, A. 0 ......... 1st It. 1st Cav .
.BuBh. Joseph .. . . . .. . Capt. 22d In f.. Major .. .
Bnrton, George H .... Capt.21stlnf .......... .
Bailey, H. K ......... 2d lt. 5th Inf .......... ..
Do . .................. do .............. : ...
B enner, H . H ...... ..
Ballance, John G .. ..
Bril!gs, Thomas B ... .
Baily,C.M .. ........ .
Beck , W.B ......... .
Brown, 1-l.ufus P .... .

1st lt. 18th Inf . ........ .
2d It. 22d In f.. ....... . ..
1st lt. 14th Inf . ........ .
2d lt. 8th Inf ........... .
Capt. 5th Art ......... ..
1st lt. 4th Inf ......... ..

Bomus, Peter S . ..... 1st It. 1st Cav .. ....... ..
Badger, William..... 1st lt. 6th Inf . ......... .
Blunt, S.E ........... lstlt.Ord . ............ ..
Bean, John W....... 1st lt. 15th Inf . ......... .
Do ................... do ................. ..
Bald win, T. A .. .. .. . Capt. lOth Cav ........ ..
Best, Clermont L . . . . 1st J.t. 1st Art ......... .
Burns,J.M .......... 1stlt.17thlnf ........ ..
Brinkerhoff, H. R .... 1st lt.l5th Inf ...........·
Do . .................. do . ................. .
Brennan, James ..... 2d It. 17th Inf ........ ..
Brush, D. H . . . . . . . . . 1st lt. 17th In f . ......... .
Bonesteel. C. H . .. .. .
Backus, George B ....
Bottsford, C. E.......
Custer, B. M .........

2d lt. 21st Inf. ......... ..
2d lt. 1st Cav .. ......... .
2d lt.lOth Inf ........ ..
1st lt. 24th Inf ........ ..

Station.

Time during year on duty as
A.A.Q.M.

Holly Springs, Miss . .
Fort Reno, Ind. Ter . .
Fort Fetterman, Wyo
Fort McKavett, Tex ..

Sept. 1 to Dec. 1, 1876.
Oct.l, 11576, to Jan. 2, 1877.
Nov. 23,1876, to May :ll, 1877.
July 1, ld76, to April30, 1877.

Fort McPherson, Neb
Fort Columbus, N.Y ..
Fort Bayard, N. M ....
Point San Jodl, CaL..
Watertown Arsenal,
Mass.
Saint Augustine, Fla
With expedition on
Yellowstone River,
Mont.
·
Fort <.;olville, WaAll ..
Fort Mackinac, Mich
Fort Townsend, Wash
Fort Riley, Kans ....
Post at toe mouth of
Tongue River,Mont.
Yorkville, S.C .... ... .
Fort Brady, Mich . ... .
Fort Hall, Idaho ..... .
Camp Apache, Ariz ..
Charleston, S. C .... .. .
Camp at mouth of Red
Canon, Wyo.
Fort Lapwai, Idaho ..
Standing Rock Agency, Dak.
Frankford Arsenal,
Pbiladrupbia, Pa.
Fort Craig, N. M ...•.
Fort Garland, Col. ....
Fort Richardson, Tex.
Fort Preble, Me . ......
Fort A. Lincoln, Dak.
Fol't Wingate, N. M ..
Columbus Barnicks,
Ohio.
Fort A. Lincoln, Dak.
Standing ·R9ck Agency, Dak.
Camp Harney, Oreg ..
Fort Colville, Wash .. .
~an Antonio, Tex .... .
Scouting expedition
in the field.
Fort Duncan, Tex ... .
Fort Clark, Tex . .... ..
Camp Halleck, Nev .. .
Glendive Creek, Mont
:Fort Laramie, Wyo .. .
Atlanta, Ga ......... .

Dec. 1, 1876, to May 31, 1877.
Oct. 3, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
Jnly 1, 1876, to April!, 1877.
July 3 to Aug. 15, 1876.
July 20 to Dec. 11, 1876.

Do ................... do .................. .
Do ................... do ...... , ........... .
Craig-ie, D. J .. . ... ... 1st lt. 12th In f. Captain
Campbell, W. J . .. .. . 1st lt. 22cl Inf .. ....... ..
Capron, T. H......... 1st lt. 9th Inf .......... .
Clark, S. E . . . . . . . . . . . 1st lt. & R. Q. Captain.
M. 2cl Inf.
Clarke, W. L ......... 1st It. 23d Inf... ....... .. FortMcPherson, Nebr
Do ................... do .................. . Camp on Crazy Wo·
man 's Fork of Powder River, Wyo.
Craft, David L ...... . 1st lt. 6111 Inf .. Captain. Fort Stevenson, Dak ..
Cory, l"'illiamO .... .. 2d lt-.15thinf .......... .. Fort Selden, N. Mex ..
Cushman, Eugene ... . 2d lt.l6thinf.. ......... . Little Rock, Ark ......
Cookc,L. W ........ .. 2d lt. 3d Inf ............ . Saint Martinsville, La
Colla<la.v, S. R ....... . lstlt.lOthCav ........ .. Fort Griffin, Tex ..... .
c.. ba· i;s, C. H ... ... .. 2cllt.18th In f.. ........ .. Yorkv.l e, S.C .... .. ..
Cowba, Richard ..... . Capt. 7th Inf. ......... .. Camp Baker, Mont ... .
Cowles, C. D . ........ .
lJo .............. .
Chance, J. C ........ ..
Crawford, M ....... ..
Cranston, Jas. R .... ..
Chubb, Chas St. J ... .

2d lt. 23d Inf ........... . "orth Platte, Nebr ....
. ... do, ................. . Fort ·McPher son, Nebr.
1st It. 13th Inf ......... . Port Gibson, .Miss ... .
Fort Macon, N.C . .. .
Fort Clark, Tcx .... ..
2d lt.lith Inf . ........ .. Camp IIar cock, Dak ..

~~A\~~~~I:i·

:::::::::·

Do .. .... ....... .. .... do ................... Bismarck, Dak ....... .

Aug-. 7, 1876, to May 6, 1877.
July 1 to Aug. 5, ld71i.
,July 1, 1876, to Mar. 31, 1877.
Oct 7 to Oct. 16, 1876.
Sept. 1 to Oct. :l, 1876.
Jnly 1 to July 22, 1tl76.
Aug. 29 to Sept. 8, 1876.

July 1 to July 31, 1876.
July 11,1876, to June30, 1877.
Sept. 30,1876, to Mar. 1, 1877.
July 1, 1b76, to May 1!?, 18i7.
July 1 to Dec. 13, 1876.
July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
July 1, 1876,to Jtine 30, 1877.
July I, 1876, to Mar. 31,1877.
July 1 to Aug. 19,1876.
July 1 to Sept. 30, 1876.
April! to June 30, 1877.
Nov. 9, Ul7ti, to Mar. 31, 1877.
July 1,_1876, to June 30, 1877.
July 1 to Nov. 30, 1876.
July 1 to Oct. 3, 1876.
Fe't}. 27 to June 30, 1877.
April 25 to June 30, 1877.
April19 to June 30, 1877.
Mar. 31 to June 30, 1877.
Mar. 31 to Juue 30, 1877.
April 21 to June 30. 1871.
July 1 to Dec. 4, 1876.
Apr. 7 to June 2, 1877.
June20toJune30, 1877.
Sept.12.18i6, toJune30, 1877.
Sept. 4, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
Ocr.. 29 toN ov. 30, 1876.
July 1, Hl76, to June 30, 1877.
July I to Sept. 1, 1876.
Nov.1 , 1816, to Jan. 13,1877.
Nov. 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
Jan. 18 to June ::10. 1877.
July 1 to Sept. 1. 1876.
July 1, 1876, to May 16, 1877.
Sept. 1. 1876, to June 30, 1877.
July 31 , 1876, to Feb. 6, 1877.
Jul.v 27 to Aug. 3, 1876,
and f~om Jan. 13 to M ay
31, 1877.
July 1 to July 31, 187fi.
Sept. 1 to Dec. 1, lE76.
July 1 to Nov. 30, 1876.
July 1 to Sept. 21, 1876.
Nov. 13,1876, to June 20, 1877.
July 1 to Oct. 3, 1876, and
from Nov. 20, 1876, to
June 30, 1877.
July 1 to S13pt. -, 1876, and
fl'Om Oct. 3, 1876, to June
::~o, 1877.
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Name.

Cavenaugh, H. G ..•• .
Coale, .John H . ...... .
Cornman, Daniel. .. ..
Chester, .James . ..... .
Cresson, U. C ....... ..
Do ...... . ....... .
Capron, Allyn .....•..

Lineal rank
and regiment.

Brevet
rank.

Little Rock , Ark ......
Camp Stambaugh, Wyo
Fort Boi se, Ihaho .... .
Blackville, S. C . ..... .
St. Louis Barracks, Mo
Winnemucca, Nev ....
Fort Trumbull, Conn ..

1st lt. 13th In f ......... ..
2dlt. 2d Cav ... Major .. .
2d It. 21st In f.. . ........ .
1st It. 3d Art ........... •.
1st It. 18t Cav . Maj or .. .
.... do ........... do .... .
lstlt.IstArt ........... .

Do ...... . ....... . .. . do . ................ ..
Coffi 11, W.ll . ........ . 2d lt. 5th Art .. . ........ .
Cheever, B. H....... 2d It. 6th Cav ... ........ .
Crozier, William ..• .

2d lt. 4th Art ........... .

Craig, Louis A . . .. .. . 2d It. 6th Cav ........... .
Crews, H. H . ...... ..
(.;ook, W.I . ......... .
Cotton, G. P .......•..
Cusack,Patrick . .... .
Craig, Samu el ....... .
Dyer,S. A .. ........ ..
Dougherty, W. E .... .

Time during year on duty as
A.A.Q.M.

Station.

1st It. 4th Cav . ......... .
2d lt.17thlnf ........... .
1s t lt. 1st Art ........... .
1st It. 9th Cav . . ........ .
1st It. 8th Inf.. ......... .
2d lt. 23d Inf .. . ........ .
1st It . 1st Inf.. ......... .

Daue herty, W. W .••.
DeLany, C. M . ..... .
Dugp:an, W . 1' ...... .
Do ...... . ...... .
Drew, George .A. ..... .

Sept. 1, 1876, to .June 30, 1877.
.July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
.July 1 to Sept. 30, 1876.
Oct. 24, 1876, o - - - · , .July 1 to Dec. 1, 1876.
.June22to .June30,1877.
.Jul.v I to .July 26, 1876, and
from May 1 to .June :.JO,
1877.
Wash' n arsenal , D . C .. Feb. 9to April5, 1877.
Saint Aug ustiue, Fla . .July 1 to Aug. 7,Hl76.
In conn ection with Feb. 26 to.June30, 1877.
telegraph-line in Department of Arizona.
Y erba Buena I s land, Feb. 28 to Mar. 311877.
Cal.
D etachment 6th Cav. Mar. 1 to .June 30, 1877.
in Department of
Arizona.
Fort Sill, Ind. T ...... . Apr. 30 to .J nne 30, 1877.
Fort .Abererom bie,Dak A pr. 14 to .June 30,1877.
Fort Trumbull, Conn . Feb. 8 to May 1, 1877.
Fort Bayard, N. Max .. Apr. 1 to .June 30,1877.
Camp Apache, Ariz . .. May19 to .June 30, 1877.
Fort Riley, Kans ... .. . Nov. 21, 1876, to June 16, 1877.
Lower B1 ule agency , .July 1 to Aug. 24, 1876.
Dak.
Fort Mackinac, Mich . .July 1 to Sept. 15, 1876.
Fort Stanton, N . Mex: . .July 1, 1876, to .June 30, 1877.
San Antonio, Tex .. .. . .July I, 1876, to Apr. 21, 1877.
Fort Mcintosh, Tex .. . :May 7 to .June 30, 1877.
Fort D . .A..Russell, Wyo .July 1 to Nov. 4, 1876.

1st lt. 22d Inf.. ......... .
I st It. 15th Inf ......... .
1st lt. lOth Inf.......... .
. .. . do . ............ . .... .
1st lt. & R. Q. Cllptain.
M. 3d Cav.
•
Do ...... . ....... . .... do ... ...... ... do . .. .. Fort Laramie, Wyo . ...
Davis, Thom as F ... . 2d lt . l:Jth In f.. ...... . . .. ,In connection with the
construction of t elegraph-line in De·
partmen t of t he Mis·
so uri.
Do ....... ....... . .... do . ........ .
Fort Craig, N.Mex ... .
Da·des, W. S... ..... . 1st lt. 1:3th Iuf. . .. . ... .. Baton Rouge, La ..... .
Do .......... .... .. ... do ... ... . .. ... ... ... .. Clinton , La .......... ..
Danes, II. C......... . 1st lt. 3d Art ........... . Fort Ontario, N.Y ... .
Dravo,JEnward E.... 2d lt. 6th Cav ... ........ .
Drury, Thomas. .. .. .. 1st lt. 2d In f . .. ... . . .... .
Ewing, E . S.......... 1st lt. 16th Inf. M11jor .. .
Do . .... ... . ......... . do ........... . do ... .
Ebstein, F. H. E .. . .. 1st lt. & R. Q. . ....... ..
M. 2lstinf.
Evans, George H .. .. 2d lt. lOth Cav .......... .
Earnest, C. A . . . . . . . . 1st It. 8th In f.. Major .. .
Everett, William . . . . 1st It. 4th Art ... ....... .
Do .............. . .. . do ... .. ............. .
Edwards, F. A . . .. .. . 2d It. 1st Cav .......... ..
Evans, Rob rt K..... 2d lt. 12th In f. ....... .. .
EarlE', R. T . . . . . . . . . . . 2d It. 2d Inf . .. . ....... .
E skridge, R. I ...... Capt. 23d In f.. ........ ..
l'uger, .Frederick .... 1st lt. & R. Q. Captain .
M. 4th Art.
Fleminj!, Wllliam W . Ist It. 12th In f . ......... .
Fletcher, .J. .. . .. .. . Capt. 16th In f .
}'oote, George F . . . . . 1st It. & R. Q. Captain .
.M. 8th Cav.
Do ................... do ............ do .. ..
J!'owler, Joshua L ... : 1st lt. & R. Q.
M. 2d Cav.
Forbush, W. C ...... 1st lt. 5th Cav . .... .. . .. .
1

Camp McDowell, Ariz .
Na shville, Tenn ...... ,
Lebanon, Ky ..........
New Orleans, La ......
Fort Vancouver, Wash

Nov. 30,1876, to.Jun e30, 1877.
.July 1 tu Aug. 14, 18i6.

Sept. 30, 1876, to Fob. 28, 1877.
.July 1 to .July 5, 1tj76.
.July 20 to Dec. 1, 1876.
Aug. 10 to Oct. 19, 1876, and
from .Jan. 16 to .June 30,
1877.
.Jan. 1 to .June 30, 18i7.
Oct. 1 to Nov. 5, 1876.
Aug. 19 to Sept. 1, 1876.
Dec. 1, 1876, to Feb. 2, 1877.
.July 19, 1876, to June 30, 1871.

San Felipe, Tex ....... Sopt.I8, 1876, to .June 2E, 1877.
Fort Yuma, Cal. ...... .Ju ly 1, 1876, to .June 30, 1877
Sitka, A.laska . ....... . .July 1, 1876, to .June-, 1877
Fort Canby, Wash .... .June 20 to .June 30, 1877.
Camp Bidwell, Cal. ... .July 1 to Sept. 30, 1876.
Alcatraz I sland, Cal .. , Aug.ll to Aug. :.J1, 1876.
Lebanon, Ky . ........ "ept. 20 to Oct. 30, J87G.
Fort Gibson, Ind. T ... .Jan.ll to .June :30,1 77.
Presidio, San Fmn- .July 1, 1876, to .June 30, 1&77.
cisco. Cal.
Alcatrar. Island, Cal .. Nov. 30,1876, to :May 10, 1871.
Mobile, A.la . . . . . . . . . . 1 S pt. 10 to Sept. 30, 1 76.
Fort Clark, '.rex ...... 1 .July 1 to Nov.13, 1876 .
Fort Brown, Tex ..... I May 27 to .June 30, 1 77.
Fort Sanders, Wyo . . . Aug. 31, 1276, to .June :.JO,l 77 .
Saint Louis Barracks,
Mo.

I Dec.1, 1876, to Apr. 30, 1877.

FornanC4', .Jam s ..... l11t lt. 13th Inf .. ...... .. Bayou ara. La ... .... Oct. 19 to No''· 30, 1876.
Fisher, Thomas H ... 1st lt. 22d Inf.. ..... . . .. .!fort Mackinac, Mich. Sept. 15 to Oct. 7, 1 76, and
from Oct. 16, 1 76, to .June
3o, 1 n.
Far! y, .J.P .......... bjor ord .... . ......... . K nneb c arsenal, Au- .July 1, 1 76, to .June 30, 1 77.
1
gu ta., Me.
F
!ld n, .J. A . .. .. 1 1st lt. 5th Art .. . .. .. .. . "aint uj;(nstine, Fla . May li to .June 30, 1 7i.
'r.altb,~L.J ........ Capt.
.'. K ........ . AuguRtaarsnal,Ga. .. .July1,1876,toJuc 30,1871.
--G!"lmes. •orge . ... 1 t lt. 2<1 Art ..... ....... Fort Whipple, Va .... .July 1 to .July 22, t 76.
tbb , E . B .. .. .. .. .. 1st lt. 6th In f.. . . .. .. .. .. ..int .Paul, }!inn .. .. . .July 1, 1 76, to June 30, 1 77.

I

I
I
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Name.

Lineal rank
and regiment.

Brevet
rank.

Station.

Time during year on duty as
A.A.Q.M.

Morganton, N. r. ..... .
Vicksburg, Miss.- .. ..
New Orleans, La .... ..
Willet's Point, N. Y ..
Natchitoches, La ..... .
Camp Lowell, Ariz .. .

Sept. :30 to Nov. 15, 1876.
.
July 1 to Nov. 13, 1876.
Dec. 1, 1876, to May 31, 1877.
July 1 to Sept. 2, 1876.
July 1 to July 12, 1876.
July 1 to Oct. 15, 1876.

Baton Rouge, La ..... .
New Orleans, La ..•••.
Camp Halleck, Nev .. .
Fort Hartsnff, Nebr .. .
Camp SuJ?ply, Ind. T ..
Camp Bowie, Ariz .. .
Holly Springs, Miss .. .
Fort Porter, N. Y . ... .
Fort Leavenworth,
Kans.
Camp Robinson, Nebr.
Fort Sull,y, Dak ..... ..
Natchitoches, La.: .. ..
Camp Gaston, CaL .. .

July 5,1876, to May 31, 1877.
July 31 to Sept. 30, 1876.
July 1 to Sept. 12, 11~76.
Dec. 15, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
July 1,1876, toJune30, 1877.
July 1, 1876, to June30, 1877.
July 1 to Sept. I, 1876.
Feb.lO to June :10, 1877.
July I to July 7, 1876.

Hofman, W. E ..... ..
Hamilton, .John .... ..
Hobart, Charles ..... .
Halloran, James .... .

1st It. 2d Art ..
1st lt. 13th In f.
.... do ....•....
1st lt. Eng ... .
1st lt. 3d Inf ........... .
lst lt. & R. Q. . , ....... .
M.,6th Cav.
2d lt. 3d Inf ............ .
2d It. 13th Inf . . ....... ..
1st lt. 1st Cav .
2d It. 14th Inf
2d lt. 19th Inf.
2d It. 6th Cav .
2d It. 13th Inf.
2d It. 22d Inf ..
2d lt. & R. Q.
M. 5th Inf.
1st It. 9thinf..
1st lt. lst Inf ..
Capt. 3d Inf ..
1st lt. 12th Inf

Hay, Charles . . . . . . . .
Harwood, Panl .. . . . .
Boward. W. T .......
Hamner·, W. H. . . . . . .

1st lt. 23d Inf ..
1st It. 20th Inf
2d It.. 2d Art ...
1st lt. 20th Inf.

SidnP-yBarraqks, Nebr.
Fort Pt'n1bina, J>ak .. .
Morganton, N.C .... ..
Fort Ripley, Minn ... .

Gifford, John H .... ..
Guthrie, John B .... .
Do ............ .
Greene, B. D ....... ..
Griffith, D. A ....... .
Gordon, C. G ...... ..
Gerlach, William ... .
Gilman, B. H ....... .
Garvey, Thomas .... .
Gustin, J. H ...... ..
Guard, A. McC ..... .
Greene, D. M ...... ..
Goe, James B ....... .
Gore; J. M ......... ..
Hathaway, F. H .... .

Do ................... do ....... ..
Saint Paul, Minn ..... .
Haskell. H. L....... . 2d lt. 12th Inf . ........ .. CampMcDermtit, Nev.
Heath, Frank....... . lstlt.Ordnance ......... . Fran kforrl arsena l,
Philadelphia, Pa.
Hyde, ,J. McE....... 2r1 It. 8th Inf ..
Camp Vertie, Ariz ...
Hall, W. P...... ..... Ist:lt. and R. Q.
Fort D. A. Russell,
M 5th Cav.
Wyo.
· Huston, J. F ......... 2d It . 20th Inf
Fort IUpley, Minn . . .
Hall, Charles B ...... . 1st,lt. 19th Inf ........ .. Fort L_yon , Colo . ..... .
Do ................... do ................. .. West Las .Animas, Colo
Huggins, E. IJ . .. .. .. 1st lt. 2d ~rt .......... .. Fort Johnston, N.C ..
Hasson, Patrick ..... I 1st lt. 4th In f. .......... . Fort Cameron, Utah ..
Henry, Guy V ...... Capt. 3d Cav .......... .. Benicia Barraeks, CaL
Humphrey, C. F .... . 1st lt. 4th Art ........ .. Point San Jose, Cal ...
Do . ................. do ................. .. Fort Wrang-el, Alaska
Hoyle, E. D .......... 2d lt. 2d Art .......... .. Lancaster, S. U ..••••.
Howell, R. G . .. .. . .. 1st lt. 2d .Art .......... .. Peter:! burg, Va .......
Humphrey, B. S . .. .. 2d It. 9th Cav .......... .. Fort McRae, N. Mex ..
Hoyle, George S..... 2d lt. 1st Cav ..
Fort Klamath, Oreg-...
Howe, Walter . ...... · 1st lt. 4th Art .
Alcatraz IMlancl, Cal ..
Hardin, Edward E .. . 2d It. 7th Inf' ..
Fort Benton, Mont ....
Harris, Henry L.... . 1st lt. 1st .Art ..
Fort Independence,
Mass.
Rall,Joseph ......... 2dlt. 14thinf..
Fort Hall, Idaho ..... .
Hoskins, J.D. C ..... lstlt. anclR.Q........... Fort Hamilton, N.Y ..
M. 3rl Art.
Hess, Frank W...... 1st It. 3d Art .......... .. Washington arsenal,
D.C.
Hannay, J. W ..... .. 1st lt. 3d In f ............ . Coushatta, La ........ .
Homer. \V. B ...... .. 2d It. 5th .Art.. ........ .. Savanna!J, Ga . •.......
Hoyt, Geor_ge S ..... . 1st lt. 18th Inf ........ .. Spartanbur·g, S.C .....
Hammond , C. L ..... . 2d lt. 3d Cav .......... .. Sidney Barracks, Nebr
Irwin , D. A ........ .. 1st It. 4th Cav . ........ .. Fort Sill, Inrl. '£ . ......
Ingalls, Jas. M . ..... . 1st lt. 1st Art .......... .. Fort Trumbull, Conn .

July 1 to Aug. 31, 1876.
July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
July 12 to Nov. 30, 1876.
July 1 to Oct. 31, 1876, and
from Ma.y3 1 toJune30,1877.
July 1 to Nov. 15, 1876.
July 1 to Nov. 15, 1876.
No\T, 15, 1876, to Apr. 27, 1877.
July 1 to 20, 1876, and 1r·om
Dec. 311,1876, toMa_y1,1877.
July22 to Oct.-, 1876.
Sept. 30 to Nov. 6, 1876.
Sept. 8, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
Nov. 4, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
July 24 to Dec. 31, 1876.
July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
July 1 to 2~, 1876.
Sept. 30, 1876, to Feb. 1, 1877.
July 1 to Aug. 4, 1876.
Nov. 14, 1876, to June 30, 18'i'7.
July 1 to 3, 1876.
Nov. 13. 1876, to May 31, 1877.
Oct. 1, 1876, to - - - .
Nov. 4 to 15, 1876.
July 1 to Dec. 3!, 1876.
July 1, 1876, to Apr. 30, 1877
July 1 to Aug. 11, 1876.
July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
Oct. 1, 1876, to Feb. 11, 1877.
July 1 to Sept. ao, 1876, and
fromMar.ll toJuneao, 1877.
July 1,1876, to June 30,1877.
Nov. 23, 1876, to Feb. 9, 1877.
July 1 'to Nov. 13, 1876.
July 1 to Oct. 20, 1876.
Feb. 3 to Apr. 24. 1877.
Jan. 11 to Mar. 31, 1877.
July 1 to Aug. 1, 1871i.
July 26 to Aug. 31, 1876, ancl,
from Sept. 30, 1876, to Feb.
8, 1877.
July 1, 1876, to June ~0 , 1877.

Ingersoll, Edward.... Capt. an dO S.K ......... . S}Jlin gfield Armory,
Ma s:!.
Jones, F. B.......... 1st It. and R. Q......... .. Jacksr•n Barracks, July 1, 1876, to June 3, 1877.
New Orlean s. La.
M. 3!.1 Inf.
Do . . ... . ......... . ... do .................. . Mobile Barracks, Ala June 4 to 30, 1877.
Jacol>s, J. W ........ lstlt. and R. Q......... .. Fort Shaw, Mont ..... July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
M. 7th Inf.
Jon s, S. R . ...... .. .. 1st It. Hh Art ........ .. Fort Canby, Wash .... July 1 to Nov. 6, 1876.
Jalnar, M. F ......... 2d It. 13th Inf . ........ .. Bayou Sara , La . ...... July 1 to .Aug. 9, 1876.
Johnson, C. A........ 1st lt.14th Illf ......... .. Camp on Hat Creek, Dec. 13 to 31, 1876.
Wyo.
Jones, J. M . .. .. .. .. . 2d lt. 4th Art..
Y erl:ia Buena Island, Mar. 31 to June 30, 1877.
Cal.
James, W. II. W ..... 2d It. 24th Inf .1........ .. Fort Duncan, Tex .... Jun e 2 to 30, 1877.
Jou tt, James S ...... 2d It. lOth l1.1f ........ .. Fort Riubardson , T ox Apr. 1 to Jnne 30, 1877.
Kinzie, Frank II ......... do ............ .. .. .. Fort Pembina, Dak . . . . ov. 15, 1876, to June 30, 1877.

I

I........ ..

I
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Brevet
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Station.

Kress, John .A ....•.. Capt. Ordnance Major ... VW~~~~er
Kingsbury, G. W .... lstlt.. andR. Q...........
M. l:lth Inf.
Keeffe, Joseph ...... . 1st lt. 4th In f.. Captain
2d
lt. 22d lnf .......... ..
Kell, W. H ........ ..
King, James S . ..... . 1st lt. 12th Inf ......... .
Love, George M .... . 1st lt.llith Inf. Captain
Do . . ........... . .... do ........ . .. do .... .
Do ................... do ........... do ... .
Luff', Edmund . ....... 1st lt. 8th Cav
Leefe, John G ........ 1st lt. 19th Inf Captain
Lawton, H. W . .. .. . . Istlt. and R. Q.
M.4thCav.
Leary, Peter, jr ...... 1st lt. 4th .Art
Lord, Thomas W .... 1stlt. andR. Q.
M. 20th Iuf.
Lyster, Wi11iam J . . . C::t.pt. 19th In f .
Lassiter, William .... 2d lt. 16th Inf ......... .
Lewis, Granville..... 1st lt. 5th Inf ........... .
Lee, J. M...........
Louehborough,R.H.R
La Point, H. G.......
Lyon, M. W ......... .

1st lt. 9th In f.. ......... .
2d It. 25th Inf .......... .
2d lt. 2!1 Cav ........... .
1st lt.Ord uance ........ ..

Lockwood, B. C...... 1st lt. 2~rl Inf .. ........ .
Lincoln, S. H . .. . .. .. 1st. lt. lOth Inf .......... .
Miller, W. A ........ 1st It. 18th Inf .......... .

.A.~gel

arsepal,

Time during year on duty as
A.A.Q.M.
July 1, 1866, to June 30,1877.

Island, Cal .... July 1,1876, to June 30, 1877.

Fort'Fred Steele, Wyo.
Fort Brady, Mich ....
Camp Mojave, Ariz ...
Nashvill e, Tenn ..... .
Mount Vernon Barracks, Ala.
Fort Hays, Kans .......
Rin g&'?ldBarracks, Tex
Fott Dodge, Kans .....
Camp Hobinson, Nebr

July 1, 1876, to A.pr. 30, 1877.
,Tnly 1 to 11, 1~16.
Apr. 11 to June 30, 1877.
July 1 to .Aug. 18, 1876.
Jan. 26 to June 1, 1817.
June 11 to 30, 1877.
Nov. 30, 1876, to June ::10, 1877.
July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
.Aug. 31 to Oct. 18, 1876.

Fort StevPns, Oreg... July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
l<'ott 8nelling, Minn .. . July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
Fort Larnen, Kans ... .
Jackson, Miss ........
Fort L eavenworth,
Kans.
Camp Sheridan, N ebr
·F ort Qnitman, Tex ....
Camp Brown, Wyo . ...
arsenal,
.Alle11h•ny
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Gleudive Greek, Mont
Fort MuKavett. Tex..
Greenville, S.C.......

· July 18, l f37fl, to Jan. 5,1877.
July 1 to Aug. 31, 1876.
July 5 to Dec. 21 , 1876, and'
from Apr.25toJune30,1877.
July 1 to Oct. 31, 1876.
July 1, 187fl,·to Jan.-, 1877.
Sept. 30,1876, to June 30,1877.
July 1, 1876, to June 30,1877.

July 15 to Sept. 4, 1876.
Apr. 30 to June 30, 1877.
July 1 to .Aug. 31, 1876. and
from Jan. 28 to Mar. 8, 1877.
Do. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... do :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~aurensville, S. C . ... . Sept.. 30 to Nov. 29, 1876.
Do ................... do .. .. . .............. Columbia, S.C ....... . Dec. 3 to 31, 1876. .
Morton , Alfred ...... l st lt and R. Q...... ..... ]'ort Laramie, Wyo .. . July 1 to Oct. 31, 1876.
M.9thlnf.
Do .......... ......... do .... .............. . Sidney Barracks, Nebr. Nov.16, 1876, to Jan. 11, 1877.
Do . .................. do .................. . Omaha Barracks, Nebr. Jan. 31, to June 80, 1877.
Manning, W. C .... .. 1st lt. 23d In f ... _...... .. Fort Hartsu:ff, Nebr . .. Sept. 30 to Dec. 15, 1876.
Miltimore, A. E ..... 1st lt.lst.Art .... ...... .. Plattsburg Barracks, July 1, 1876, to Apr. 20, 1877.
N.Y.
Morrison, T. W ...... 1st lt. 16th In f ... ...... .. Shreveport, La . ...... . July 1 to Dec. 1, 1876.
McDermott, Geo1·ge .. 1st lt. 5th Inf.. ......... . Fort Gibson, Ind. T ... July 11 to Sept. 30, 187~.
McGilvray, John ... _. 1st lt. 2d .Art ........... . Raleigh, N.C ...... .. . July 20 to Sept. 30, 1876.
Do .... .......... . . ... do .... .... .
Fort McHenry, Md .. . March 22 to June 30, 1877.
Miller, C.P ........ .. lst lt. 4th Art
West Point, N.Y .... . July 1,1876. to June 30, 1877.
McCawley, H. M .... . 1st lt. 13th Iuf.
Monroe, La .. ........ . Sept. 9 to Dec. I, 1876.
Mills, F. H ..... .... .. 2d lt. 24th Inf.
Fort Mcintosh, Tex . . . July 1, 1876, to May 7, 1877.
Morrison, J. T ..... .. 1st lt. & R. Q.
Fort Concho, Tex .. .. . July 1 to Oct. 10, 1876.
M.lOthCav.
McKeever, Samuel. .. 1st lt. 2d In f ... ......... . Mobile, .Ala ...... .... . July 1 to Sept. 30. 1876.
Do .. ............ . . ... do .................. . Newport Barracks, Ky Oct. 10, 1876. to May 2~. 1877.
Moore, H. D. W . .... . 1st lt. 21st Inf .. ........ . Fort Wrangel, Alaska. July 1 to Sept. 30, 1876.
McGinness, John R .. Capt. Ord . . . . . Major .. . Watertown Arsenal, July 1 to July 20, 1876.
MaS)J.
Mann, W . .A......... 2d lt. 17th In f.. ........ .. Fort Sisseton, Dak ... . Oct. 4, 1 76, to May 21, 1877.
Matile, L.A ......... 1st lt. 11th In f . ......... . Fort Griffin, Tex ..... . Jnly 1 to Sept. 1, 1876.
Mellen, A. H . ........ 2d lt. 2d Art ............ . Fort Johnston, N.C . .. ,Tuly 1 to Sept. 21, 1876.
McFarland, W. C... . 2d lt. 16th Inf. ......•.... Lebanon, Ky .•.. . ..•.. Jul.v 1 to Aug. 1, and from
Sept. 1 to Sept. 20, 1 76.
Do ................... do ....... ........... . Mobile, .Ala . ... : ..... . Sept. :w, 1876, to June 4, 1877.
Mitchell, George ..... 1st lt. 2d .Art ........... . Fort McHenry. Md . . . Aug. 9 to Oct. 5, 1876.
Meclcalfe, W. M ...... 2d lt. 4th Art ........... . Benicia Barracks, CaL Oct. 19 to Nov. 14, 1 76.
Moal , Edward ...... . Capt. 3d Inf ... Lt. Col.. Macon, Miss ......... . Oct. s·to Nov. 15, 1876.
Mnrphy.l..John . ...... lstlt.14thlnf . ........ . CaJDp Robinson, Nebr. Oct. 25, 1876, to June 30, 1 77.
Me uline, J. R ...... 2d lt. !ith Art ........... . Key West, Fla . ..... .. Dec. 10, 1876, to June 30,1877.
:\leGaleb. T. . .. . .. .. 2d lt. 9th Inf ........... . North Platte, Nebr ... . Jan. 20 to June 30, 1 77.
Mast, J. L .. ......... . 1st lt. 2d .Art ........... . Fort Johnston, N.C ... Feb. 1 to June 30, 1r<77.
Maurice, T.D .... .... . ... do .. ... ......... .... . Washington .Arsenal, .AprilS to June 30, 1877.
D.C.
Mulhall, . J .. ....... 2d lt.14th Inf ........ . Fort Cameron, Utah ... March 31 to .rune 30, 1 77.
Mumford, T. S . .. .. . 1st lt.Dth In f .... ..... .. Lake Ht Charles, La .. May 21 to June 30,1 77.
McCa key, W. .. ... Capt. 20th Inf. ......... . FNt Ripley, Minn ... . May 1 to June :JO, um.
..: orwood, Randolph.. Capt. 2d Cav . .. . ........ . Fort Sand ;rs, Wyo ... . July 1 to Aug. 31, 1 76.
..:owlan, lL .J. ...... Capt. 7th Cav .. ........ . Yellowstone Expedi· July 1 to Oct. 4, 11:!76 .
tion .
.~:Tixon, .Tobn B . ...... lF~t It. 24th Inf . ....... .. Fort Brown, Trx ..... . Jnlv 1 to Jnlv l!l, 1 76.
'o1 tou, G. C ......... 2d It. lst Cav ........... . Camp McDcl'lmt, . ?cv. Jul:v 1 to Sej1t. 30, 1 76, and
from Tov. 6, 1876, to Jon
30, I 77 .
... ·icbol , F. C . ..... .. . 1st lt. l!st rt .. ....... .. Fort Indepeod nee Feb. 11 to March 24, 1 77.
~las ..
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C.-List of officers on duty as acting assistant qnm·termasters, cf'c.-Continued.
Name.

Nickerson, J'. D .•....
Osgood, H. B .........
·o'Brien, L. M ..... ...
Olmsted, J'. A ........

Lineal rank
and regiment.

Brevet
rank.

Station.

May 21 to J'une 30, 1877.
J'nly 1 to .Aug. 10, 1876.
July 1 to Oct. 4, 187{j,
J'uJ y 1 to J'uly :~1. 1876. and
from Sept. 30, 187fi, to J'une
30, 1877.
O'Brien, J'olm -: J. ..... 2d lt. 4th In f .......... . .. CantonmentReno,Wyo Oct. 14, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
O'Connell, J'obn J' .... 2d lt.lst In.t'. .......... .. Lower Brule Agency, Aug. 24, 1876, to J' uu e 30, 1877.
Dak.
Oyster, J'oseph S .. , .. 2d It. 1st .Art ......... .. Fort Trumbull, Conn.. Aug. 31 to Sept. 30. lb76.
Ogle, .Alf:,xandel'. . . . . . 2d 1t. 17th Inf.. . ........ . Standing Rock Agen- March 31 to .Apli119, 1877.
cy, Dak.
O'Connell, J'ohn ...... lst It. 8th Inf.. .. .... .. .. Fort Whipple, Ariz ... ' May 16 1,o ,June 30, 1877.
Pitman, John,jr ...... 1st It. Oru ............. .. Watertown Arsenal, Dec. II, 1876, toJ'une 30, 1877.
Mass.
Poland, M. L ...... . .. Capt. Ord ............ .. Benicia .Arsenal, Cal.. ,July 1,1876, to Jnne 30, 1877.
Penney, Charles G ... 1st It. & R. Q. Captain: Fort Buford, Dak..... J'uly 1, 1876, to J'une 17, 1877.
M. 6th Inf.
Pierce, Francis E . . . . 1st It. & R. Q.
Fort Randall, Dak .... J'uly 1, 1876, to J'une 30, 1871.
M.lst l11f.
Paddock, George H .. 2d It. 4th .Art ..
Fort Canby, Wash .. .. Nov. 6,1876, to June 20, 1877.
Potts, R. D ........... 1st It. 3d .Art .......... .. Fort Wood, N. Y . .. .. . J'uly 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
Do . ............... .. . do . ................ .. PJattAburg Barracks, .April 20 to J'une 30, 1877.
N.Y.
Pardee, J'. H......... 2d It. 23d Inf ........... . Camp on Sage Creek, J'uly 1 to .July 16, 1876.
Wyo.
Patterson, G. 'I'. T.... 2d It. 14th Inf.......... .. Fort Cameron, Utah .. Nov. 3, 1876, to Mar. 31, 1877.
Palmer, G. H......... 1st It. 16th Inf ........ .. NashvillP, 'l'enn . .. ... . J'uly 1 to Nov. 18, 1876.
Do ..... ......... .. ... do . . .. .. ........... . Fort Wallace, Kans ... •June 15 to J'une ~~ o. 1~77.
Payne, J'olm A ....... 2d It.l9thinf .......... . Fort Lamed, Kans .. .. J' uly 1 to J' ul y J 8, 1876, an rl
from J'an. 5 to JuJ e -, 1871.
Do ..... .......... .... do ................. .. Fort Riley, Kans .... .. J'uly 22 to Oct. 31, 1876.
Do ................... do ......... .... .... . Fort Gibson, Ind. T .. . Dec. 4 to Dec. 28, 1876.
Patterson, Rubert H. 1st It. 1st Art .... .. .. . . .. Fort Iudependence, March 24 to J'une 30, 1871.
Mass.
Par_khurst. C. D ...... 2d H. 5th Cav .......... .. Fort McPherson, Nebr May 31 to J'une 30, U!77.
Pitcher, W. L ........ 2d lt. 8thlnf ... ........ .. Camp Thomas, Ariz .. . .A ng. l:J, J 876, to J' una 30.1877.
Quimby, H. B ........ 1st It. & R. Q......... .. Fort Davis, Tex ... .. . J'uly 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
M. 25th In f.
Quinby, Ira .......... 1st It. & R. Q......... .. Fort Richardson, Tex . ,July 1 to Nov. 9, 1876.
M.llth Inf.
Do ..... .. ...... ..... .. do ................. .. Cheyenne .Agency,Dal\ Dec. 6, 1876, to J'u ne 30, 1877.
Quinan. W. R ........ 1st It. 4th Art ........ .. Point San Jose, CaL . .. .A.ug.15, 1876, to J'une 30, 1877.
Quentiu, J'. E ...... ... 1st lt. 14th luf. ........ .. Camp Douglas, Utah .. J'uly 1 to Sept. 18, 1~711.
Do . .............. .. .. do . ..... ............ . Aiken, S.C .. ....... .. Nov. 10, 1876, to - .
Quinn, Thomas F .... Capt. 4th Inf ...•.... .. .. Camp Brown , Wyo . .. . J'uly 1 to Sept. 30, 1876.
Quinn, J'ames B ...... 1st It. Eng ............. .. Willets Point, N. Y .. . Dec. 22, 1876, to J'une 30, 1877.
]{eynolds, Ali'l'ed ..... 2d It. 20th Inf . . .......•.. Fort Totten, Dak .. . . . J'uly I, 1876, to J'uua 30, 1877.
Rodgers, Alexander •• 2d It. 4th Cav .......... .. Fort Sill, Ind. '1' .•••• •. J'uly 1 to .Aug. J, 1876.
Rice, William F...... 1st It. & R. Q. .. ...... .. Omaha Barracks, Nebr J'uiy 1 to Dec. 12, 1876.
M. 23d Inf.
Do ................... do ................. .. Fort Leavenworth, D ec. 21,1876, to J'une 30, 1877.
Kans.
Ruther fori!, R. G . .... let lt. 12th In f. ........ .. Fort Columbus, N.Y .. J'uly 1 to Oct. 3, 1876.
Robinson, Daniel. .... 1st It. 7th Iuf. ......... .. Fort Shaw, Mont . ... . J'ui_y 1 t-:> Sept. 19, 1876.
Randall, E. L ........ 1st It. 5th In f.. ........ .. Fort Gibson, Incl. T . . . J'uly 1 to J'uly 11, 1876.
Do . .................. do .................. . General Terry's expe- .Aug. 10 to Sept. 8, 1876.
dition to mouth of
Powder River, Mont.
Do . ... : ......... ..... do ....... .. ........ .. Cantonment on Tongue Sept. 9, 1876, to .June 30, 1877.
River, Mont.
Reilly, H. J' .......... 1st lt. 5tb Art .
Fort Barrancas, Fla ... J'ul_y 1, 1876, to ,June 30, 1877.
Ruhleu, George ...... let It. 17Lh Inf
Cheyenne .Agency,Dak J'uly 1 t-o Nov. 14, 1876.
Do ............... . .. . do ....... .
Saint Paul, Minn ...... April 1 to April 30, 1877.
Do ... ......... .... ... do ....... . .
Post on llig Horn Riv- May- to J'une 30, 1877.
er, Mont.
Ray, P . Henry........ 1st lt. 8th In f.. ........ .. Camp Lowell, .Ariz .. .. Oct. 15, 1876, t o J'une 30, 1877.
]{eeu, W. I........... I at It. 7th In f.. ........ .. Camp Baker, Mont .. .. J'nly 1 to July 27, 1876, and
from Oct. 14, 1876, to J'an.
13, 1877.
Robinson, T. B ..... .. lstlt. 19th Inf ........ .. Fort Wallace, Kans . .. J'uly 1, I87fl, to J'nne 15, 1877.
l~uss ell, E. K . .. ... . .. Ist lt. lst Art .......... .. Fort
Independence, July 1 to Oct. 1, 1876.
Mass.
Roe, F. W ............ 2d It. 3rl Inf ........... .. N ew OrlAA.ns, La ..... . Dec. 1, 1876, to .Apr. 2-1, 1877.
Rowell, C. W ........ 2u It. 2d Inf.. ......... .. Mount . Vernon .Bar- J'uly 1 to Sept. 9, 1876.
rack,., A.Ia .
Do . .................. do ................ . .. Nashville, Tenn ..... .
ov. 18, 1871i, to J'an. 20, 1877.
Cheyenne
Agency ,Dak Nov. 14 to D ec. 6, 1876.
Roe, Cbarlfs F . ...... 1st It. 11th Inf
Ropes, J'. M.......... 1st It. 8th Cav
Ringg-oldBarracks, Tex Jnly 31 to Sept. 8, B76, and
from Oct. 1 to Oct. 31, 1876.
Riley, Thomas F ..... 1st It. 21bt Inf
Camp IIarncy, Oreg ... Jnly 1 to .Aug. 31, 1876.

14w

2d It. 17th Inf..
Fort Sisseton, Dak .. ..
1st It. 3d Art..
Fort Untal'io, N.Y ... .
1st It. 17th lnf .......... Fort ·wadsworth, Dak.
1st It. 13th Inf .......... New Orleans, La . . ....

Time <lllT'ing yPm· on uuty as
A.A.Q.M.
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C.-List of officers on duty as acting assistant qum·terrnasters, ~-c.-Cont inued.
Name.

Riley, Thomas F .....
Ritzius, H.P .... . •••.
Reedy, W. J ....... ..
Ross, John M ....... .
Robins·1n , W. W., jr ..
Rice, Frank S . ...... .
Rawolle, W.C ....... .
Stone, E. W ..•....•..

Brevet
rank.

Lin eal rank
and regiment.

1st lt. 21st Inf
1s t It. 25th Inf.
1st lt. 22d I n f.. .. . ..... ..
1st lt. 21st Inf .. •...•....
1st lt. 7th Cav .......... .
2d lt. 1st Art.. ........ ..
1st It. 2d Cav .......... ..
1st lt. 21st In f . ........ ..

Do ................... do ................. ..
Rellmer,Charles ..... 2dlt.3dArt ... ........ ..
l:;cott, Robert N...... Capt. 3d Art .... ...... ..
Shelby, Isaac 0...... 2d lt. 16th Inf ......... .
Do . ................. do ..... ... .. ..... . .. .
Sage, George E...... 2d lt. 5th Art..
Sarson, H. B.. ...... . 1st lt. 2d Inf ..
f:cbwatka, Frederick. 2d lt. 3d Cav ..
Stewart, William F.. 1st lt. 4th Art.
Spurgin, Wm. F...... Oapt. 21st Inf .
Smith, Lewis . . • . . . • . 1st It. 3d Art ..
Do .. ....... . .... . .... do ........ . ......... .
Do .. . . ...... ..... .... do ..... .. ... ....... .
Spencer, Geor_ge K. . . 2d It. 19th Inf ........•.
Shaw. Richard D ..•. . 1st It. 1st Art . ...... .. ..
Starrio~. W. S . ...... lstlt. Ord ............. ..
Stouch,G.W.H ...... 1stlt.3dinf ....... ... ..
Do . •• •• ••••....•..••. do .................. .
Scott, John .......... 1st lt. and R.Q.
M . 4~hlnf.
Sta,fford, S. R. . . . . . . . . 1st lt. and R.Q.
M.,15thinf.
1st it. 21 Art ..
1st l t. 8th Inf ..
1st It. 8th Cav.
2d lt. 15th Inf. . ••...... .
. ... do ......... .... .... ..
1st lt. 4th Cav ....... .. ..
. ... do . . . . . • . .. . ........ .

Scantling, J. C.......
Summerbayes. J. W..
Stevenson, J. D .. .. ..
Smith. Theodore . . . . .
Do ........... ... .
Swcolly, Henry ......
Do • • .. . • .. . . .. . .
Simpson, W. A ...... .
Steedman, R. R ... .. .
Stem bel, J. McB ... ..
Smith, George R .... .
Stille, L. R .. ....... ..
True, T. E ... ...... .
Taylor, George McM

2d lt. 2d Art .. .. ..... .. ..
2d lt. 16th Inf .. ..... .. .
2d It. 19th In f . ......... .
2d It. 12th Inf . . ....... ..
1st lt. 23d Iof. ..• .• ••....
1st lt. 4th In f.. ... . . ... ..
1st It. 23d Inf. . . ... • . ....

Do . ............. .. .. . do . .... .. ... . •.. .. ...
Thoma ,E. D ........ l stlt.5tb Cav .
Taylor, Frank ..• .•.. lstlt.14th Inf.

Station.

Time during year on duty as
A.A.Q.M.

Fort Boise, Idaho ..•..
Fort Stockton, Tex . ••.
Fort Porter, N.Y . ....
Fort Townsend, Wash
Fort Abercrom bie,Dak
Fort Whipple, Va ....
Fort Fred Steele Wyo.
Fort Walla Walla,
Wash.
Fort Townsend, Wash .
Madison Barracks,N. Y
Fort Ontario, N. Y ....
Vicksburg, Miss . • .•..
Monroe, La .......... .
Savannah, Ga . . ....•..
Chattanooga, Tenn ....
Camp Sheridan, Nebr.
Yerba Buena Islan d,
Cal.
Fort Vancouver, Wasb
Madison Barracks, N. Y
Fort Gibson, Ind. T .. .
Fort Sch ny ler, N. Y .. .
Fort Hays, Kans ... ••.
F01t Warren, Mass ... .
Rock Island Arsen al,Ill
McComb City, Miss .. .
Holly Springs, Miss .. .
For t Bridger, W yo .. .

Sept. 30,1876, toJune30, 1877.
July 1, 1876, to ,June 30,1877.
July 1, 1876, to Feb. 10, 1877.
J ul,y 1 to Sept. 1, 1876.
Dec.12, 1876, to Apt·il14, 1877.
Jan. 16 to June 30, 1877.
April 30 to June 30, 1877.
July 1 to Oct. 30, 1876.

Fort Wingate, N. Mex
Morganton, N. C ..... .
Ehrenberg, Ariz .•.•. .
Fort Duncan, Tex .... .
Fort Seltlen, N . Mex .. .
Fort Crai~, N. Mox . .. .
Fort Sill, .lnd. T . ---- -.
Scouting expedition,
Ind.T
Fort Macon, N.C ... . ..
Huntsville, Ala ...... .
North Platte, Nebr ... .
Camp Gaston, Cal. •.• .
Fort Reno, Ind. T ..•. .
I!'ort Bridger, Wyo ...
Camp on Sage Creek,
Wyo.
Fort Gibson, 'Ind. T .. ..
Prcseott, Ariz .. .. . ... .
Camp on llat Creek,
Wyo.
Fort Wayne, Mich ... .

Thorne, P.M ..... ... . 1stlt. anrl R. Q.
M. 22d Inf.
Do ................... do ............. ..... . Fort Gratiot, Mich ....
To1d,Johu W .. ..... Maj.Ortl ............... . Saint Louis Arsenal,
J ffcrson Banacks,
Mo.
TNut, Jolm F ........ lst It. 2:1<1 lnf. .. . ...... . . North Platte, Nebr ... .
Tab~r,IL • .•.....•.. 2dlt.Eng .... . ..... .... . Willets Point, N.Y .. .
Tas m,A.G ....... . 1 2d1t.12th Inf ....... .• . El1renberg, Ariz . .... ..
Troxel, Thoma>~ G .•.. 1stlt.an!lR.Q . ......... . l!'ort A berorom bi ,Dak
M. 17th Inf.
Trotter, F. E . ---- ---- Capt. 14th Inf
Fort Cameron, Utah . .
'£horp,F1aok -------- ~ 1stlt.andR.Q.... .. ..... Charhltoo, S. C ... . . . .
M. 5th Art.
'l'iernon, John L ..... 1. t lt. 3d Art .. ..••...... Fort Nial!'ara, N.Y . .. .
Touey,T.A ....... .. , 2<1lt.6thCav ........... Militarytelegraphline
in Dept. of Arizona.
Tyler, C. R ........... 2d lt.16th Inf ------·-· · Mobill', Ala .. . . ... ....
Thompson, .J. ~--··- . , lstlt. 24th Inf ..... . .. .. Colm_nbus Barracks,
OhiO.
Tilton,Palmer ....... 2<llt.20thinf ...........•Fort.ewarrl,Dak .....
Tear,Wllllace ..•.... . 1. tlt.25tb Inf ---------- Fort BliRil, Tc.x: ........
Taylor, D. M........ 1 tlt. Ord.....
Rock Island Ar. enal
Ill.
'
Tavlrr,A.ll.M ...••. 2!l1t.1!lthlnf . .. .... ... FortEllio~t,Tex ......
L"lio, Jame. ---- ..... . L t lt. 2<1 Iof... .•.... . .. . 'hati:.JJI)oga, Tt•nn . .
'ph m, F. K .. -...... 1&t lt. lst Cav ..... . . ... . D nicia. Barracks, Cal

I

Dec. 1, 1876, to June 30,1877.
July 15, 1876, to Mar. 31, 1877.
Oct. 19, 1876, to Jan. 16, 18i7.
July 1 to Oct. -, 1876.
Dec. 1, 1876, to - -.
Oct. 20, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
Sept. 20,1876, toJune30, 1877.
Oct. 31, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
July 1, 1876, to Feb. 28, 1877.
July 1 to Ju1y 19, 1876.
July 1 to July 15, 1876.
Oct. 16 to Dec. 4,1876.
Jnne 18 to June 28, 1877.
July 15 to Oct. 31, 1876.
July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
July 1, to July 19,1876.
July 1, 1876, to May 14,1877.
May 24 to June 30, 1877.
July 1 to Nov. 13, 1876, and
from Jan. 15 to Juno 30,
1877.
Oct. 3, 1876, to June 30,1877.
July 1 to Sept. 30, 1876.
July 1 to Oct.10, 1876.
July 1, 1876, to April 7, 1877.
July 1, Us76, to Jan. 18, 1877.
Feb. 28 to J nne 30, 1877,
A.ug. 1, 1876, to April 30, 1877.
May 10 to June 30, 1877.
Sept. 21,1876, to May 7,1877.
Sopt. 12 to Sept. 25, 1876.
Dec. 14, 1876, to Jan. 20, 1877.
Oct. 29, 1876, to May 31, 1877.
Jan. 2 to June 30, 1877.
Nov. 13, 1876, to Jan. 15, 1877.
July 16 to Dec. 13, 1876.
Dec. 28, 1 75, to .Jan. 11, 1 77.
July 1,1876, to Jnne 30,1 77.
Dec. 31, 187~, to Mar. 31, 1 77.
July 1, 1876, to June 30,1877July-, 1876, toJuue 30,1877.
Jnly 1, 1876, to Jan. 8, 1 77.
July 31 to Nov. 27, 1 i6.
Sept. 2 to Dec. 22, 1876.
Oct. 10, 187P, to June 30, 1S77.
July 1 to Dec. 12, 1876.
An g. 4 to Nov. 3,1 76.
Dec:31, 1876, toJune30, 1 i7.
July 1, 1 7fl, to Jnne 30,1 77.
Nov. 21,1876,toFeb.26,177.
Rcpt. 9 to Oct.10, 1 76.
July 1, 1 76, to Feb. 27, 1877.
Julyl,17fl,toJune30,1 7.
Ju(v 1, lH76, to Jan.17, 1 77.
April 30 tb June 30, 1 77.
May15toJnn 30,1877.
Jul.v 1 to July 31,1 7fi.
pt. 9 to Oct.19, 1 76.
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Name.

Lineal rank
and regiment.

Brevet
rank.

~

Upham, F. K ........ 1st It. 1st Cav.
Van Orsdale, J. T .. . . 2d lt. 7th Inf ..
Von Schrader, Fredk. 2d lt. 12th Inf
Varnum, C. A........ 1st lt. and R.Q.
M. 7thCav.
Do ................... do ....... ..
Vogdes, A. W ........ 1st lt. 5th Art
Vinal, W. H ......... 1st lt.ltitb Inf
Vance, Richard ...... 1st It. 19th In f.
Weaver, E. M., jr .... 2d It. 2d Art ...
Whyte, Frederick. . . Capt. & O.S.K
Wolfe, Nathaniel .... 1st It. 2d Art ..
Waters, B. N ..•.... . 2d lt. 15th Inf.
Wbitall, S. R ...... ... 2d lt. 16th luf
Williams, C. W .. .. .. 2d lt. 18th Inf.
Do ..........•••... ... do ........ .
Wright, E. M........ Capt. Ord ... ..
Do ................. . . do ....... ..
Ward, F. K.......... 1st lt.1st Cav.
Witherill, C. T .... ..
Williams, W. M ... ..
Winters, W. H .... ..
Warrens, C. H ...... .

Station.

Time during year on duty as
A.A.Q.M.

Fort Walla Walla,
Wash.
Camp Baker, Mont....
Alcatraz Island, Cal ...
Fort A. Lincoln, Dak..

Aug. 3 to Oct. 14, 1876.
Aug. 31 to Nov. 30, 1876.
Nov. 30, 1876, to April25, 1877

Cedar Creek, Mont ... .
Fort Brooke, l<'la .... ..
Jackson, Miss ....... ..
Fort Hays, Kans .... ..
Fort Foote, Md ...... .
Washington Arsenal,
D.C.
Fort Riley, Kans .... .
Fort Garland, Colo ... .
Livingston, Ala ...... .
Edgefield, ~- C ....... .
Morganton, N. C .... ..
Frankford Arse n a 1,
Philadelphia, Pa.
Washington .Arsenal,
D.C.
San Diego Barracks,
Cal.
.. .. .. . . .. Fort Elliott, Tex ... ..
.............. do ... . ............ .
Benicia Barracks, Cal.
Camp Douglas, Utah ..

1st It. 19th Inf
2cllt. 19th Inf
Capt. 1st Cav.
1st It. & R. Q
M.14th lnf.
Do ................... do ....... ..
Ogden, Utah ........ ..
Wieting, 0. L ........ 2d lt. 23c1 Inf ,.
Fort Hartsulf, Nebr ..
Wood, A. E .......... lst lt. 4th Cav.
Fort I{eno, Ind. Ter .. .
Wainwright, R. P.P. 2d It. 1st Cav ..
Camp Harney, Ore ... .
Wilson, GeorgeS.... 1st lt. 12th Inf.
Camp Mojave, Ariz .. .
WilliamR, C. A ....... 2d.lt. 21st Inf.
Fort Townsend, Wash.
Wager, Barnet ....... 1st lt. & R. Q.
•Fort McHenry, Md . ..
M. 2d Art.
Wessenilorff, Max .. . 1st It. 1st Cav.
Camp Bidwell, Cal....
Ward, Henry C ...... 1st lt. &. R. Q. Captain. Newport Barracks,Ky.
M.16thlnf.
Do ................... do ....... ..
Mount Vernon Barrac'hs, Ala.
Do ................... do ........ .
Fort Riley, Kans .. ... .
Webster, George 0 .. 1st It. 4thlnf ..
Fort Fetterman, Wyo.
Wetherill, A.M.... .. 1st lt. 13th In f ..
Williams, Arthur .... 2d lt. 3d Inf .. .
Do ................... do ........ .
Wotherspoon, W. W. 2d It. 12th Inf.
Weir, W. B .......... 1st lt. Ord ... ..
Wygant, Henry...... 2d It. 24th Inf
Whitman,R.E ...... lstlt.3dCa.v ..
Woodward, S. L .. ... 1stlt.10thCav. Major ...
West, Frank .........
Wittich, Willis......
Young, Robert H ....
Do ...............
Young, D. J ..........

1st lt. 6th Cav ......... ..
2d lt. 21st In f.. ......... .
2d lt. 4th Iuf ........... .
. ... do ......... ...... . .. .
Capt. 0. S. K .......... ..

Yeatman , R. T ....... 2d lt.l4lh Inf .
Young, George S . . . . 2d It. 7th Inf . .

Nov.1, 1876, to June 30,1877.

May 1 to June 30, 1877.
July 1 to Dec. 10, 1876.
Aug. 31, 1876, to June, 1877.
Oct. 31, 1876, to June 11, 1877.
July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
Jnl.v 1, 1876, to Jan. 1, 1877.
and from May 23 to J un&
30, 1877.
Oct. 31 to Nov. 21, 1876.
July 1, 1876, to April 1, 1 877~
Sept. 8, 1876, to -.
Aug. 27,1876, to April25, 1877.
April 27 ro June 30, 1877.j
Aug. 19 to Sept. 8, 1876.
Jan. 1 to May 23, 1877.
July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
Nov. 6, 1876, to May 15, 1877.
Jul.v 1 to Nov. 6, 1876.
Aug. 10 to Sept. 9, 1876.
July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
July 1, 1876, to June 20, 1877.
July 1 to Sept. 30, 1876.
July 1 to Oct..l , 1876.
Aug. 31, 1876, to Mar. 31, 1877.
July 1, 1876, to Aprilll, 1877.
Oct. 3 to Dec. 1, l tl76.
July 1, 1876, to Mar. 21, 1877.
Sept. 30. 1876, to June 30, 1R77.
July 1 to Oct.10, 1876.
Oct. 11, 1876, to J an. 26, 1877.

June 16, to June 30, 1877.
July 1 to Nov. 23, 1876, and
from May31 toJune30,1877.
Fort Stevenson, Dak .. July 1 to Nov. 1, 1876.
Pin e ~ille. La ........ .. July 1, 1876, to May 14, 1877.
Mount Vemon Bar- June 1, 1876, to June 30, 1877.
racks, A Ia·.
Camp Independence, July 1, 1876, to June 30, 1871.
Cal.
Watervliet Arsenal, July 1, 1976, to June 30, 1877.
N.Y.
Ringgold Barr a c k s, July 1 to .Tuly 31, 1876, and
Tex.
from Sept. 8 to Nov. 30,1876.
Sidne.v Barracks, Nebr. Mar. 31 to June 30, 1877.
Saint Louis Barracks, April30 to June 30, 1877.
Mo.
Camp Bowie, Ariz .. . . .April! to April13, 1877.
Fort Klamath, Oreg .. . June 21 to June 30, 1877.
North Platte, Nebr ... Nov. 27 to Dec. 14, 1876.
OmahaBarracks, Tebr. Dec. -, 1876, to Jau. 31, 1877~
Saint Lonis Arsenal, Jan. 8 to Aprilll, 1877.
J efferson Barracks,
Mo.
Camp on Hat Creek, Mar. 31 to June 30, 1877.
Wyo.
Camp Baker, Mont .... May 31 t(> June 30, 1877.
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No. 2.-Annual 'report of Col. Stewart Van Vliet, United States Army, of
barracks and q~utrters operations d'~tring fiscal year of 1876 and 1877.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, August 13, 1877.
I have the honor tq submit for your information a succinct
report, co"Vering the principal operations of the barracks and qi1arters
branch of this office during the fiscal ye~\r ending June 30, 1877 .
GENERAL:

. NEW CONSTRUC1'IONS.

During the year the construction of one hundred and f0rty new
buildings, such as barracks, officers' quarters, stables, store-houses,
guard-houses, &c., have been authorized, at an estimateu cost of
$214,576.
They are at military posts in the States of Florida, California, Kansas,
Ohio, Rhode Island, Delaware, Connecticut, Michigan, New York, Vir·
ginia., South Carolina, Nebraska, Texas, and Colorado, and in the Territories of Wyoming, Dakota, Montana, Washington, and Arizona.
WHARVES.

, Authority bas been given for the repair of wharves to the amount of
$2,800.
REPAIRS.

Upon special es~imates authority has been giYen to make repairs, alterations, &c., of public buildings, for the construction and repair of
cisterns, &c., and for the purchase ·of tools, &c., for use at tile various
military posts to the amount of $186,875.
RECAPITULATION.

Recapitulation of the expenditure specially authorized for const1·uotion of new bu'ildings at
establishecl posts, oonst?·uotion and 1·epai1·s of oiHterns, ntisoellaneons repairs, £fc., and how
dis tribntecl.
',
Amount.

Total.

DlVISIOS OF TilE MISSOURI.

Department of the Missouri. .... _...... ·--· .. _---- __ -·-- __ ---· .. _.. _.. _.. _
Departmen t of the Platte .. -----··------· .. --··_. _______ ............ -·---D epartment of Dakota--·--------·--·· .. --·- __ ...•.. -·- ____ .... _·--- ... _..
Department of Texas .••... _____ . --·-· _••.•.. __________ ; __ .•.... -·- ... _...

$'27,
41,
44,
44,

394
467
1ll
749

00
00
00
00

$l58, 321 00

DTVIBIOY OF TilE PACIFIC.

D epartment of California .••..• --·--· ..•.•. _... ___ -·- _.•.•.•.•.... _...... .
D epartment of Columbia ...... -··- ...... __ .... ____ -·-· ........ -·- ... -··-·Department of Ari21ona ...•.• ----·· ---- .. -----· _----- ............ ___ ------

18, 572 00
7, 371 00
45, 090 00

n, o33 oo

DIVlSION OF TilE ATLANTIC.

~=~!~:=~~ ~f ~~= ~~~~~:~~:::::::::::~:::::

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

New England and Middle States ....•....... ·---·---·-·--··-·---·-·-------

50, 85l 00
8, 655 00
115, 39l 00

Grand total ..•••. ---- •• -·-- ..... _•. _...... -----· ...... --·--· ... -_--- --·· -·- ... - -- ·

174,897 00
404,251 00

NEW POSTS.

Th Lieutenant-General and department commander having in their
report to tbe ecretary of \Varin 1875 set forth the great importance
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.and immediate necessity of the cop.struction of military posts at certain
points on tlle Yellowstone and Musselshell Rivers, in the Territory of
Montana, and in the military departm~nt of Dakota, and such recommendations having been transmitted to Congress, with the approval of
the Secretary of War, the sum of $200,000, or so much tllereof as ·might
be necessary, was appropriated by act approved July 22, 1876, Forty.
fourth Congress, fiirst session, chapter 223, for the construction of such
militalry posts or depots at such points as might be selected by the Secretary of War.
It bas been decided to locate one of the new posts at the mouth of
the Tongue River, on the right bank, and tbe other near the mouth of
the Little Big-Horn River, near the battle-ground of General Custer's
fight.
.
It is intended to build the posts in accordance with the general plan
·o f Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory, each post to haYe the following buildings thereat:
Three (3) barrack builrlings for six companiP,s cavalry·----· .....••••...•.• $20,800
Two (2) barrack buildings for four compani.es infantry ......••.•..••.•.....
10,000
3,000
·One (1) barrack building for one company infantry ..••.....•.•.••••. -- ~ --
One (1) building, commanding officer's quarters .....•••·•........••.........
3,300
39,000
Thirteen (13) buildings, company and staff officers ...............••...•••••
2,500
o.One (1) subsistence store-house .......... .. ...•.......................••.• ·
2,200
One (1) quartermaster's store-house .......•............•........ _._ ...•.•..
One (1) quartermaster's granary ........•......•....•.... . ................
2,200
One (1) bake-bouse ...................................................... .
1,000
10,000
Corral stable8; cavalry ................... -.-- .•........ ~ •..................
2,000
Corral stables, quartermaster's department ......•.............••.........•
2,000
Commanding officer's office . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .•.•.....
·Guard-house .....•••••.•.•..........••...•..........•.· .•.........•...•...
2,000
Total.... . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • • . . • • . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . .

100, 000

Tot.al for two (2) posts . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. • • . . . . . . •

200, 000

No detailed report of ·actual operations has yet reached this office.
HELL-GATE PASS, MONTANA 1'ERRITORY.

Upon the urgent solicitations of the Delegate from Montana for the
·establishmeut of a small post near the Hell-Gate Pass of the H.ocky
MountainR, in the Territory of Montana, the Lieutenant-Genera,! dispatclled. Colonel Wesley Merritt to report on the necessity for such a
post to protect the settlers in the Missoula Valley. His report coin.-cided with the representations of the Delegate; and on the strength of
these reports the Lieutenant-General took the requisite steps to secure a
reservation, which was declared by Executive Order No. 19, February,
1~77, and covers section 31, in township 13 north, of range 19 west, in
said Territory, and recommended the expenditure of $20,000 for there·quisite buildings, which was authorized by the Secretary of War on
May 17, 1877.
.
'
~!lhe buildings were to be erected. after the plan usually adopted for
such posts.
No detailed report of actual operations has as yet been received here.
llOSPI1'ALS.

During the fiscal year, construction, repair, and alterations of the
military ho pi tal building throughout tlle country have been authorized
to tlle amount of 899,907.00.
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The following table gives the locality of the hospitals and the amount
of expenditure authorized at each.
Department.

Po&t.

Amount.

$632
.Department of the South ....... . McPJJerson Barracks, Ga ................. .
50
Charleston, S. C .......................... .
Chattanooga, Tenn ................... _... _
207
Huntsville, Ala . ... ...............•.......
6
Fort,Johnston, N.C .... ..... .•........ ....
168
Fort Macon, N.C .......••.................
75
401
Nashville, Tenn ..••......•............... .
129
Mobile, Ala ...•...........................
Raleigh, N. C ••.....••.•••••.•..••••••.•• _
9
5, 735
Saint Augustine, Fla ..................... .
39
Columbia, S.C ..•.........................
Columbus Barracks, Ohio .... ............. . 14,000

Total.

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

$21, 451 00

Department of the Gulf.......... Baton Rouge Barracks, La .. ...... ... _... .
Jackson, Miss ... .................... .... .
Jackson Barracks, La .................... _

150 00
129 00
1, 958 00

New England and Middle States . Plati.sburg Barracks, N. Y ............... .
Fort Foote, Md ........................... .
Fort Independence, Mass ...... . ......... .
:Fort Hamilton, Nt>w York Harbor ....... _
Fort McHenry, Md . ...................... .
Fort Wad~worth, N.Y ................... .
Washington Arsenal ........ . ............ .

118
18
16
2, 284
82
28
7

2, 237 00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

2, 553 O(t

Total Division of the Atlantic .................. .
Department of Arizona ..•..••••. Camp Grant, .Ariz. Ter .. . ...... ...••• ....
l, 605 00
Camp Verde, Ariz. T er...... ..............
86 00
Fort Yuma, Cal...........................
1, 366 00
•
Camp Mohave, Ariz. Ter ......... .. ...... . _ _17_o_oo_
D epartment of California . . . . . . . . Angelisland, Cal . .......••. ....... .......
Benicia Barracks, Cal .................... .
Camp Halleck, Nev .......... ......... ... .
Point San Jose, Cal. ...................... .

16
140
205
18

26,241 O(}

3, 227 00

00
00
00
00

379 00
200 00
809 00
100 00
383 00
620 00
500 00
168 00

Total Division of the Pacific ........ .
D epartment of the Missouri ..... .

~~~~ ~:;~~d ~:N~!;:::::::::: ~:: ·.::: ·.::::

~~~! rE!n~:~~::~: ~:::::::: ~ ~:: ~:::: ~:::::

Fort Leavenworth, Kana ......... . .. .. ... .
Fort L_von, Col_ .................•........ .

~~H :1~~~~~~~-~::~::::::::: ~:: ::::::

Fort tan ton, N.Mex .................... .
Camp Supplv, Ind. '.r ..................... .
Fort Union, N. Mex . .................... .
Fort Wallace. Kans ...................... _
Fort Gill!lOn, Jnd T ...................... ..

!~~~ ~~?~~~~: ~:::::::::::: ~:::::::::::::

'aint Lon is Barracks, Mo ................ .

Departm nt of Texas .....•..•••. , an Antonio, Tex _.....•................. .
Fort Mcintosh, Tex ...................... .
Fort McKavett, Tex . .................... ..
Fort Dunca-n , Tex ....................... ..
Fort Griffin, Tex ......................... .
Ring~rold Barra ·ks, Tex .................. .
Fort Brown , T ex ....................... ..
Fort Clark, T ex .......................... .

2, 780

oo-

6, 386 00

896
242
780
600
21
12, 454
180
112
150
468
10, 000
415
450
0

400
323
l, 041
724
44

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

===-

30, 1 0 00
39
540
400
l , 179
100
I, 116

00
00

00
00
(JO
00
400 00
200 00

4, fi26 00
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Department.

Post.

Department of the Platte ....... . Fort Cameron, Ut.th Ter ................ .
Camp Brown, Wyo. Ter ............... ..
Fort Fred. Steele, Wyo. Ter ............. ..
Fort McPherson, Nebr ................... .
Omah!l, Barracks, Nebr ................... .
Fort Sanders, \Vyo. Ter .................. .
Fort Hall, Idaho Ter ..................... .
Department of D.1kota .

Amount.

Total.

$386 00
_4, ~g~

~~

1, 000
600
23
66

00
00
00
00

260
216
42
1, 650
1,175
172
600
123
10
29
300
10, 250
10,564
125
108
38
157

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

$6, ';55
Fort Ripley, Minn ....................... ..
Fort Rice, Dal•. Tu ...................... .
Fort Snelling, Minn ...................... .
Standing Rock agency, Dak. Ter ........ ..
Fort Buford, Dak. Ter ................... ..
Cheyenne agency, Dak. Ter ............. ..
Fort Ellis, Mont. Ter .................... ..
Fort A. Lincoln, Dak. Ter ............... ..
Lower Brule agency, Dak. Ter ....... ..11 ..
Fort Pembina, Dak Ter ................. ..
Fort Randall, Dak. Ter .................. ..
Tongue River, Mont. Ter ...... ... : .. ..... .
Little Big Horn, Mont. Ter .............. ..
Fort, Shaw, Mont. Ter .................... ..
Fort Seward, Dak. Ter ................... ..
Fort Totten, Dak. T er ................... ..
Fort Wadsworth, Dak. Ter .............. ..
Total

co

25, 819 00

of tho Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .

67, 280 00

Grand total ... . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . .. .... .. ... .. . .

99, 907 00

Divisio.:~.

The appropriation for the construction ancl repair of hospitals was
$100,000.
NEW DEPOT A'l' RAN ANTUNIO, TEXAS.

Uong-ress by act appro,ed l\Iarcll 3, 1873, appropriated $100,000 for
construction of depot-buildings at San Antonio, the cit,y having previously conveyed by deed to the United States free of expense suitable
grounds therefor.
Various causes delayed the commencement of the work, and on the
3d March, 1875, Congress con tinned the appropriation, then about to be
covered into tlw Treasury under a genera~ law at the expiration of two
years.
·
A contract was entered into during the fiscal year of 1875 and 1876
with Messrs. Braden and Angus, of San Antonio, the lowest responsible
bidders for the completion of the whole work, slightly within the appropriation of $100,000.
Since the execution of said contract the work has progresse<l vigorously, and in a recent communication from the department cuief quartermaster, report is made that the work is virtually finisued.
As it is thought that the Quartermaster-General's report wiH be accompanied with drawings, &c., of the work, it is considered unnecessary
by me to here enter into any elaborate details regarding materials used,
size, or description of the buildings, &c.
BUILDINGS SOLD.

The sale of fifty-one buildings of various dimensions at d.iff0reat place~
throughout the country llas been authorized.
1\ULITARY SITES IN 'l'EX.AS.

By act approved March :~, 1815, Congress authorized tho purchase of
three ·ite:-; in that State, viz, :B ort Brown, $25,000; Ringgold Barracks,
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$10,000; Fort Duncan, $10,000: Provided, "that before tlie payment of
the money hereby Rppropriated good titles shall be made to the United
States for such Jands as contemplated by said act, * * and no more
than the amount appropriated shall be paid for such sites;" and by
the same act t!Je Secretary of War. was .authorized to accept for tlle
United States, and free of expense, a conveyance of the site of Fort
Mcintosh.
The title of the site of Fort Brown has long been in litigation, but the
district court of Texas bas recently confirmed the title to the heirs of
one Maria Josepha Cavazos; but it is understood, unofficially, however,
from the department commander, that the city of Brownsville has or intended to take an appeal therefrom to the Supreme Oourt.
At any rate the heirs referred to, through their attorney, June 11, 1877,
say, "the price offe-.ed by the gov~rnment, without any compensation
for past use and occupation or even payment of taxes, is altogether un ·
satisfactory and has been declined. I have requested the government
to evacuate the premises or else take the necessary steps for condemna ·
tion by appraisal, &c."
As the barracks, quarters, hospitals, shops, &c., built by the United
States on t~e site are large and comrnodiou~, valuable and useful to the
Army, of slight value, if any, to others, I doubt tlle propriety or wisdom
of abandoning the post; and, unless ousted by legal process, I am of
opinion that the United States Rilould continue to hold the post.
The title of site of Ringgold Barracks is still in litigation, but, under
an old State Jaw, it is to be hoped that the United States may be able to
get a satisfactory title. Efforts to that effect are now in progress.
Regarding site of Fort Duncan, the owner positi\TeJy declined to sell
for the amount appropriated, but did offer at one time subsequent to
the act, authorizing the purchase to sell for $358 in excess of that appropriated.
The department under the law could not pay the excess demanded,
and for the waut thereof the United States lost, under a twenty (30)
years' lease which expired January 1, 1876, all the -valuable improvements whicil the government had made on the site during that time.
The owner now demands $30,000 for the property, and Congress was
asked by the Secretary of \Var, in July, 1876, to appropriate tilat sum
for the purchase.
Hent is now being paid at tile rate of $~00 per montil.
Hegarding site of Mcintosh, the city of L ared o, soon after the passage
of the act referred to, executed a deed conveying said site to the United
States, but a said deed as then prepared carried with it certain obligatory conditions upon the United States the Department of Jnstice
advi eel it non-acceptance.
The city authorities haYing sul>sequen tly executeu a new <leeu, it was
duly ul>mitted to the honorable Secretary of War for reference and
action of the Attorney-General.
PROTECTING SITE OF FOR1' BROWN.

Pongr , by act appro\· d July 31, 1 76, authorized" for work neces ·
sary for tb pr tection of tlle river-bank at Fort Brown, Texa , aCYain t
the encroa llments of the Rio Grand , , 1 ,003, or o much thel'eof a
may h n c . ary to be expended unuer the direction of tile Secretary
of \Var.)
!Ji, nhj ct f riYer n roachm nts previou.· to the pa 'age of the
act r f-rr · l to occupi' th attcnti n of thi . offL~e for ever eLl yEar~,
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and various tt'ID{>Orary projects were inaugurated for the protection of
the exposed grounds and buildings.
•
As the last project was made after a careful in,·estigation by an officer _
of the Engineer Departmeut, anct which formed in part the basis for the
appropriation, the actual work of detail was, on recommendation of this
office, committed by the lwnorable Secretary of War to the Engineer
Departmeut for execution.
POST CEMETERIES.

Authority has been granted and instructions given by this office during
the fiscal year for repairing the cemetery .fences, erecting head-boards,
&c., at Fort Monroe, Va., and Columbus Barracks, Ohio.
The Secretary of vVar also authorized the removal of the bodies at
Bird Key, Fla., and their reinterment in the national cemetery near
Pensacola, Fla.
Complaints having been received of interments m~de fr·om time to
time upon farm and other pri \'ate gr·ounds, led to the issuing of the following ge11eral order:
[GENERAL 0HDERS

No. 4:3.]

HEADQUARTERS 01? THE AHMY,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S 0FFlCg,

1f'ashington, May 3, 18i7.
By and with the approval of the Secretary of War, the following orders will be observed:
·
When officers and soldiers die at temporary camps, or on detached service, aud their
bodies are not claimed by parents or parties who bave a natural right to them for
proper interment, the jmmediate commanding officer will cause the body to he de·
cently co:ffined and transported for burial at the expense of the Quartermaster's Department to the nearest regular fort, barrack, or national cemetery, th e property of
the United States, unless in the judgment of such commanding officer burial at the
place of death be proper and right. A report in each case to ue made to tho AdjutantGeneral of the Army.
By command of General Sherman.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- Gene1·al.
LOSSES BY FlRE.

Five fires hav<> been reported during the fiscal year, viz:
Septmnber 22, 1876.-A.t Camp Mojave, A. T., stockade, building, aud
all tl1e officers' quarter~;;.
·.
November D.-At Madison Barracks, N. Y., one block of officers' quarters.
·
November 19.-At Fort vVood, New York Harbor, one storehouse.
Januar.IJ 14, 1877.-At Fort Ripley, Minn., two sets officers' quarters;
four sets laundresses' quarters, aud one storehouse.
February 9.-At Sitka, Alaska, officers' quarters.
·
RESERV A'J.'IONS DECLARED.

Six rescn·es have beeu declared. during the fiscal year, viz:
February 1, 18!77.-0amp Apaclle, A. 'r.
February !D.-Section 31 T. 13 N.~ of R. lD W., M. T.
lliarch 18.-0amp Thomas, A. T.
April13.-Fort 0Rmeron, U. T.
Notemuer 14, 1876.-0amp nobioson, Nebr.
Norember 14, 187G.-Oamp SIJeridau, Nebr.
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:FORT RILEY BRIDGE.

By public resolution of Congress, No. 37, approved Ma·reh 2, 1867,
United States Statutes 14, second .sessicn, Thirty-ninth Congress: ''The
southwesteru boundary of tlle military reservation of Fort Riley, in
the State of Kansas, br, and the same is hereby, declared to be hereafter the channel of the Republican River, from its moutll to tlle point
where said river intersects the present western line of said reservation,
and the land released frotn sai<l reservat[on an<l lyi.ng between the
Smoky Hill and Republican Rivers is hereby granted to the State of Kansas to aid in the construction of a bri<lge over the Republican River, on
the public highway leading through the present reservation; but upon
the express condition that this grant shall be accepte<l by tlle State of
Kansas with a guaranty given by said State, by an act of the legislature thereof, that said bridge shall be kept up and maintained in good
condition, and shall be free to the use of the Go\·ernment of the United
States, for all transit purposes forever, without tolls or charges, and on
such acceptance and guaranty being filed in the office of the Secretary
of the Interior, together with the certificate of the governor of Kansas
that a goo<l and permanent bridge has been constructed over the sai<l
Republican R~ver, it shall be the duty of said Secretary to issue patent
for the land hereby granted, to the State of Kansas, or to such company
as may be authorized, by act of the legislature of said. State, to construct said. bridge: Provided, hotcever, That nothing herein contained
shall be construed to interfere with any grant of any part of said land
heretofore made by the IT nited States.''
Lieut. Col. R. I. Dodge, Twenty-third Inf<mtry, commanding at Fort
Riley, on March 17, 1877, called the attention of the War Department
to this law, by which it gave to the State of Kansas 4,000 acres of the
most valuable portion of the reserve, provided the State built and kept
in repair the bridge referred to, and added., that "the State of Kansas
gave the land to a company called. the 'Republican Bridge Company',
on condition that the company build the bridge and. keep it in repair
for 99 years.
·
This company uuilt a wooden bridge which certainly did not originally cost over
It sol<l off all the land, some of it as high as $70 per acre, then dissolved and
became defunct .
. At present no such company exists, and the bridge has been without repair until it
1s now dangerous aud almost irnpassal.Jle.
The county commissioners will not touch it, and the government will do nothing.
Th~ bridge is absolutely necessary to .Fort Riley, which is now a distributing point for
gram and forage.
The Kansas Pacific Railroad has a depot at Fort Riley, but delivers at that point only
car-loads, all partial loads and all loads which go ou the Missouri, Kansas and Texas
Railroad ha e to be sent to or brought from Junction City over that bridge.
The bridge company was a swindling concern. It secured from the State of Kansas
land which it sold for over(. '200,000) two hundred thousand dollars.
Its total outlay was less than "'10,000, and it is now out of existence, its contract
unfulfilled.
The State of Kansas is fully responsible, and I respectfully urge that the State of
Kan as be called on to keep the bridge in proper repair, and on its failing to do so that
report may be made to Congre s to the end that the act of 1 67 be revoked.
Yon can see that the whole thing is a swindl e, and I think it very likely that it was
intended to be so when so v ry ab urd an action was urged on Congress.
$6,000.

Und r date of June 3, 1877, he further writes, Yiz:
I have made carefnl \oquirie in regard to the briu"e company, and have the po itiv tatem nt f r liable citizen hero that the wbol~ affair was a fraud from it inptioo.
rtain parties leagued tog ther to get posses!>ion of these valnable land ,
h. lcl to' tber a long a wa n c ary to ffect ales and divide the plunder, and h n
t olv d.
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There is no such company now in existence, and I am informed that the bond given
by it, collectively and individually, for the faithful performance of the contract, has
mysteriously disappeared from the custody of the proper party at Topeka.
Of the eighteen men composing the original bridge company not over four are now
solvent, and one or more of these has moved from this part of the country.
The men themselves have no fear whatever of any injury to them from any action the
State may take, and the bridge company having dissolved, and their individual bond
not being forthcoming, they can well afford to be perfectly independent.
In the mean time the bridge is rapidly going to pieces, and but for repairs put on it
from time to time by officers and mea at this post it would now have been impassable.
I hav:e no lumber and no money to make other repairs. The county will not touch it.
The farmers who use it daily will not even assist in its preservation so far as to haul
a' load or two of material to save the approaches.
I respectfully urge, therefore, that his excellency Governor Anthony be requested to
order the bridge repaired at once. This will not interfere in any way with any proceedings against the company.
Pour or five hundred dollars put on the bridge now will save as many thousands in
six months or a year.
Unless the government is willing to be put to gr:eat expense and loss in the matter~
it will not consent to await the slow action of a suit of law against insolvent and nonresident parties, but will hold the State of Kansas directly and immediately responsible.

The honorable Secretary of "\1\~ar having called upon the State authorities to make speedy repairs, the go\ernor of Kansas on Jnne 29, 1877,
replied:
Without undertaking to affirm or deny your claim that the State is held to the United
11
States for the repair and perpetual maintenance of said bridge,
*
no expenditure can be made for this purpose by any officer of the State except by authority
of an act of the legislature making appropriation therefor; nor arh I authorized by
any existing law to incur a liability, or in any manner pledge the credit of the State
for such purpose.
.
I regret that this matter was not brought to my notice in time to have placed it before the legislature at its last session. It will not meet again, unless conveue5t in extraordinary session, which is not probable, until January, 1879, at which time action can
be had. As much as I might regret the inconvenience arising to the government and
the War Department, as also the waste of property incideut to this delay, it is quite
impossible for me to prevent it by the action you request.
I have ordered the attorney-general of the State to exhaust all legal means for the
enforcement of the obligations of the bridge company, and am not without hope of success. The question of liability on the part of the stockholders, and the sufficiency of
the security to the State, will be tested as promptly as possible.
Pending the effort to force the company to meet its plain contract obligations, and
the arrival of the time when the legil:llature can act, according to the statP.ment of
General Dodge the bridge must fall and become a total loss, whereas an expenditure
of four or five hundred dollars now would save a costly structure.
In view of these facts, if the bridge be, as claimed, essential to the United States for
military purposes, I would sugp:est that yon proceed to repair it and present your claim
therefor to this State. This action will enable the United States to present its claim
for action to the competent authority pf this State, and thereby secure a legal and equitable adjustment of its claim.
.

The Secretary of War having directed, July 17, 1877, · that ' if the
bridge is absolutely necessary the Quartermaster Department may repairit, keeping a careful account of the expenseR for presentation to the
governor of Kansas for collection from the State," the customary orders
were issued from this office to the division quartermaster on the 30th of
that month.
On August 8, 1877, the department commander recommended,'' as the
State of Kansas has entirely failed to comply with the terms of the contract with the United States in this matter, .Jt: * * that the lands ceded
to the State in virtue of that contract be repossessed by the government,.
and the pro ~ee<ls applied to keeping the bridge in repair.
The Lieutenant-General of the Army was of opinion that the land had
pa sed into the hands of innocent parties, but in case any portion of it
still remained in the pos ession of the State, he concurred in the recommendation of the department commander.
1
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Upon this recommendation, on the 28th August, 1877, "the Secretary
of \Var thinks that no fllrtber ~ction is necessary than is pointed out in
his indorsement of July 17." * * *
On August 31, 1877, the county clerk of Davis County, Kansas, transmitted to the \Var Department a copy of resolutions relative to the
uridge adopted by the uoard of said county commissioners, from which
it appears that on Monday, tlle 20th day of August, 1877, the said bridge
fell into the river, thus becoming worthless; and as the bridge company
had become wholly bankrupt, both collectively and individually, and
that Davis County being in no way responsible, and that travel to and
from Junction City to the east being entirely cut off, and the General
Government in its interests at Fort Riley being materially damaged by
the falling in of said bridge and the consequent obstruction of travel,it was therefore resolved:
That the attent.ion of the governor of Kansas and the honorable Secretary of War
be called to this matter, and be, and ·they and each of them is hereby, urged to take
immediate steps toward the building of a permanent bridge over said river, that the
general travel may not longer be interrupted, and the objects of the grant be faithfully
carried out.
APPROPRIA'l'ION FOR BARRACKS AND QUARTERS.

The amount of the appropriation for barracks and quarters for the
fiscal year ·cuding J uue 30, 1877, was $1,150,000.
Information of the remittances made and their classification will
doubtless ue found. in the annual report of the finance branch of this
office.
At the close of the fiscal year notlling remained undrawn at the Treasury, but since the commencement of the new year a few small halances
have been covered in, which will doubtless be required in the payment
of outstaudiug indebtedness properly chargeable to this appropriation.
STEWART VAN VLIET,
.A.ss·i stant Quarter1naster--General, U. S. A.
The Qu.A.R1'ER::Y.IASTER-GENERAL, U. S. A.,
Washington, D. 0.
Documents accompanying.
A.-Copy of contract covering construction of the San Antonio depot.
B.-Tracing allowing tlle several fronts of the San Antonio depot.
Thisagr emcnt, made and ntered into this seventh day ofJuue, one thonsand eight
buntlred and seventy-six, by and between Capt. E. D. Baker, a sistant quartermaster,
United tate Army, acttng chief quartermaster Department of Texas, for and on behalf of the United 'tates of America, party of the first part, and E(lwa.rd Braden, of
an Antonio, Texas, and J. W. Angus, of Washington, District of Columbia, transacting bu iness under the firm-name and style of Eel. Braden & Co., parties of the second
part, for them elve , their heira, executors, administrators and a l!ign ,
Witne eth, that the said parties have covenanted and agreed, and by these presents
do covenant and agree to and with each other, as follows:
ARTICLE 1. That the said party of the second part, for and in consideration of the
sum of eighty-thr thou and nine hundred dollar , to be paid to the party of the second part uy the party of the fir t part, in the manner and at the times hereinafter descriu d to be paid, shall fnrni lJ at their owl,l ri k ancl xpense all the material and
work n c ary in the erection and coo truction, near an Antonio, Texas, of a tone
building, to b known as the ,'ao Autonio depot, and within the court-yard inclosed
by th aid d pot, of one stone watch aud water tow r, and finish and coiQplete the
same in accordance with the plan and pecification and notes of Capt. Geo. \V. Davi ,
. . Army, hereto ann xed, which form a part of thi contract, aid building and
tow r t b co~ red with tin roofing, and to b~ entirely completed aud ready for occupan y, and dell v red o tb party of the fir t part on or l>efore the thirtieth day of
Jon~
igh
n hondr cl and e\' uty- even .
. An1l i i: fnrth r mntu, lly a1rr
to hy th -parti to this contract, that nil the mat ·
nal furnt bed aud t!J6 work p rfonned hall be of the quality de cril>ed in aid 'peci-
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fication and notes, and subject to the inspection, approval, or rejection of the chief
quartermaster Department of Texas, or such other perdon or persons as he may designate for such duty; and that the said chief quartermaster Department of Texas, or .
his agents, shall have full power to reject any material or workmanship, which, in
their opinion, is not in every respect in complete conformity with the aforesaid plans
and specifications; and that the said materials or workmanship thu~ rejected shall be
immediately removed from the premises by the party of the second part. And it is
further mutually agreed to by the parties to this contract, that the party of the first
part shaH have full power to make such alterations in, or additions to, the aforesaid
described buildings as be may deem advisable, the nature of such alterationil or additions to be first mutually agreed upon by the parties to this contract. The rates of
payment therefor to be fixed by the Quartermaster-General.
AHT. 2. That for and in consideration of the faithful performance of the stipulations
of this agreement the party of the . second part shall be paid, at the ·office of the chief
quartermaster, Department of Texas, at San Antonio, Tex., as the work progressest
upon monthly estimates, to be made by the superintending officer, of the valne of the
work done and materials delivered, less ten (10) per cent. Upon the completion and
acceptance of the work the retained ten (10) per cent. to be paid in full by the party
of the first part.
ART. 3. That in case of failure of the said :parties of the second part to comply with
the stipulations of this contract according to the true intent and meaning thereof,· or
any failure on their part to complete the said depot and tower within the time heretofore stipulated, then the party of the first part shall have full power to complete the
entire work or any part thereof remaining to be completed, either by contract or by
days' work or open purchase, as he, the said party of the first part, shall deem to be
best for the interests of the public service.
ART. 4. That it is expressly understood by the parties of the second part that, in
conformity to the requirements of section 3737 of the Revised Statutes, neither this
contract nor any interest therein shall be transferred to any other party or parties,
and that any such transfer shall cause the annulment of the contract so far as the
United States are concerned; all rights of action, however, for any breach of this contract by the contracting parties being reserved to the United States.
ART. 5. That it is expressly agreed and stipulated between the parties to this contract that, upon mutual agreement, it may be changed, altered, modified, or abrogated in whole or in part; but no such change, alteration, modification, or abrogation
shall entitle the said Ed. Braden and J. W. Angus to increased rates of compensation
over the rates herein specified, *except the alterations or modifications referred to in
last clause of art. 1 of this agreement.
AuT. 6. That it is further expressly agreed ancl understood that no member of Congress, officer, agent., or employe of the government, shall be admitted to any t~hare ,or
part of this agreement, or derive any benefit to arise therefrom.
,..,. ~
This agreement is made subject to the approval of the Quartermaster-General,
United States Army, Washington, D. C. In witness whereof the undersigned have
hereunto subscribed their names and affixed their seals the day and date first above
written.
[SEAL.]
E. D. BAKER, .
Captain and A. Q. M., U. S. A., Acting Chief Qnartermaster.
[SEAL.)
ED. BRADEN.
[ Sl~ AL.]
J. W. ,ANGUS.
Witnc,sses:
C. BOLLINGER.
GEO. W. DAVIS,
Captain I!'ourteenth Infantry.
GEO. H. GRIEBEL.

Approved.

wAR DEPARTMENT, QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
July 25, 1876.

M. C. MEIGS,
Qnartermaater-General, Bvt. Maj. Gen., U.S . .A.
Interlineation at the end of article 5 was made before the above contract was signed•
[SEAL.]
E. D. BAKER,
Captain and A. Q. M., U.S. A., Acting ChiPf Qnartermastm·.
[SEAL. J
ED. BRADEN.
[ EAL.J
J. W. ANGUS.
Witnesses:
c. BoU.INGER.
GEO. w. DAVIS,
Captain FoU?·teenth Infantry.
GEO. H. GRIEBEL.
* Interlineation.

•
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Notes on plans and specifications of quartermastm·'s depot, made for information of bidders
by Capt. G. W. Davis, in charge of construction.

A perch of masonry is 25 cubic feet.
.
.
Stone in foundation to be from the Grey b1.nk, San Antomo quarnes.
.
l!'oandations may be made of concrete, using the gravel and cobl:>lt33 fuund on building-site. It must be washed or sifted clear of all earth and clay.
Rosendale or Louisville cement to be used.
Superfluous earth to be deposited inside the inclosure wherever indicated.
Drain-pipes to be of vitrified earthenware 6 inches in diameter, to extend from tho
foot of the tower outside tb.e inclosure 350 feet more or lass.
Joints in drain-pipe to be made with cement.
Pumping-engine, furnished and set up by the United States, to be located ~t nearest
point on Alamo ditch, which is about 1,300 feet from foot of tower supply-p1pe, to be
connected to pumping-engine.
.
Exhaust-pipe to discharge into drain, and be supplied with a plug suited for a 2-!-mch
hose-pipe.
All pipes to be laid 2 feet beneath the natural surface.
Although no storm door-sills are shown on plans, they will in all cases be requi_red.
Ceiling in watchman's room not required to be pla~tered, as ceiling of wood IS provided for.
Iron !-beams to support tank should be 12 feet long.
No.7 Birmingham gauge boiler-plate to be used in m·aking tank for tower.
The appropriation for this work is limited, and in case its cost should exceed the
funds allotted for its construction, a reduction will be needed in order to bring it within
the appropriation.
Bidders are therefore invited to submit their proposals for the store-houses a.n d
wagon-sheds, indicating a price for each square foot of plan.
The style and character of work to be same as that in specifications.
GEO. W. DAVIS,
Captain JJ'ourteenth Infant1·y, in charge construction of Depot.
Specifications of tJw workmanship and matm·ials required in the m·ection of a stone water and
watch towm· at S~n .Antonio depot, Texas, the same to be built under the direction and inspect-ion of the United States office~· in cha1·ge, and in accordan ce with the dmt11ings made
for the same in the Quartermaster-GMe1·al's Office, Washington, D. C., which drawings a1·e
hereby 1nade a part of these SlJecifications.

For dimensions of building and general arrangements, see drawings; said drawings
-consist of a complete set of floor plans, elevations, and sections, and afford a full and
clear illustration of the design and character of the work required in all its essential
parts, and any work or material clearly indicated by said drawings shall be done in
the be&t manner and of suitable material, whether the same shall be specified or not.
DESCRIPTION.

The water anfl watch tower, to be erected in the center of the court-yard of the San
Antonio depot, Texas, will be built of stone, in the form of a square tower, its base
being fifteen (15) feet and its height ninety (90) feet, in :which, at the height of sixtyfour (64) feet, is a watchman's room, and above this room a water-tank of iron.
The corners of the tower, from its base to the eaves of the roof, will be carried up in
the form of projecting quoins, alternating large and small, with rock-work face and
chamfered edge , and on each face there will be a projecting balcony with a stone
floor, supported on cut-stone brackets.
The stone to be u ed in these buildings is to be obtained from quarries near San
Antonio, some of which have been placed at the disposal of the United States for use
<>f the building. It is a soft calcareous stone, much softer than marble, and works
much like Caen or the other soft French building-stones.
MASONS' WORK.

l!Jxcat•ation.-Dig out and cut away all impediments from the site of the proposed

building, and excavate for foundation of tower; fill and well ram earth to the wall,
and cart away all superfluous earth and rubbish at the completion of the building.
Drains, g·c.-Excavate for and lay vitrified drain and iron water-pipes, with the nece ary trap , bend , aud junction , wherever directed by the United States officer in
charg , and l ave tbe arne in complete working order .
.Foundation.-Tbefounda ion-walls to comm nc atleastsix (6)feet below the natural
surfa ?f the ground at it lowe t point, provided at thi depth a good compact soil is
foun 1 · 1f not, the d pth mu t be increa d nntil this soil i reached. To be twentyon (21 ) f t quare at its ba , an<l coutinued up solid, with the nece sary footings,
to the bott m of the ba .e course. To be built of large stone in cour es of not le
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than eighteen (18) inches in depth, well bedded and bonded, and laid on their quarry
bed in good lime and cement (half and half) mortar, mixed with proper proportions of
- sand; or of concrete of broken stone, and mortar made of cement and lime in equal
parts, and a due proportion of clean sand.
Base course.-To commence at top of foundation, to be fift'3en (15) feet six (6) inches
square, and carried up solid to bottom of brick or concrete flooring; from thence to be
carried up, as shown on drawing, by rectangular walls two (2) feet nine (9) inches
thick to the height of one ( l) foot above the natural surface of the ground at its highest point, and with a wash of three (3) inches. On the top of the base course one
course of slate is to be laid.
Outm· walls.-To commence at top of base course; to be two (2) feet six (6) inches
thick, and carried up with that thickness to the full height of seventy-five (75) feet;
from thence to the top of tower one ( l) foot six ( 6) inches thick. To be built of firstclass rubble-masonry, with corners of hammered-stone quoins, well bonded, and la.id
in good lime-mortar; to show a uniform face on the inside and no projection over two
(2) inches on the outside; to be carried up plumb and true, and all outside joints to
be well pointed with cement-mortar.
Ashlar.-Base and belt course, brackets, supporting balconies, cornices, and floors of
balconies to be of cut stone; quoins to be hammer-dre~:>sed; sills for doors and windows
to be of cut or hammered stone, and all of the form and shape as shown on drawing.
Bt·ick-work.-Build rectangular well in center of tower, as shown by drawing, of good
well-burnt red brick, or of stone with flat beds. Lay flooring on ground floor of best
quality of hard paving-brick on edge, or of concrete in cement-mortar. If this newel
is built of stone, the well in the interior for pipes will be circular in piau, and of
24 inches diameter.
Bedfrarnes.-Properly bed and set all door and window frames.
CARPENTERS' WORK.

Timber.-All timber used in the building to be of good clear pine or oak, free from
knots and defects of all kinds.
Joists.~Joists for watch-room floor to be 3 by 10, placed sixteen (16) inches between
centers, and well trussed with one course of cross-bridging. Water-tank to be supported on nine (9) inch wrought-iron beams of I-form.
Floor.- Floor of watch-room to be of best qualityi, and ceiling of f-inch seasoned hard
pine, not over five (5) inches wide, tongued and grooved, blind-nailed, and laid in
courses; to be free from knots or defects, mill-worked, and smoothed.
Stairs.-Provide and fix stairway leading from ground floor to watch-room-to be
constructed as shown on detail drawing-of two (2) inch plank, set into walls and
built up simultaneously with them; landing in watch-room to have a good substantial
hard-pine rail and baluster.
Windows.- Two (2) sets of circular-headed triplet windows to be provided for in each
face of tower, as shown on drawing, with Prench casements, hung folding with three·
(3) pairs of three and a half (3t) inch strong butts, and secured with brass holts (to
be furnished for setting by the Quartermaster's Department). Also seven (7) small
circular-headed windows in each face of tower, as shown on drawing, to be provided
for with one and a half (lt) inch hard-pine frame and single sash, well glazed with
good American glass, hung on hinges, and fastened with good strong bolts.
Doors.-Pront door leading to tower to be made of two (2) thicknesses of ~ hard
pin e, strongly nailed with wrought nails, well clinched, hung with five (5) inch iron
butts, and fastened with a str·ong store-lock, and mineral furniture. Also provide a
door for stair opening, to be bung with good strap-hinges, and one five (5) inch ring
and bolt for raising ; also back support for door when raised.
Roof and cornice.-Roof and coruice to be as shown on drawing, properly framed,
with ornamental cap and iron vane terminating in tank. Roof to be sheathed with
good merchantable plank, free from large or loose knots or other defects, and covered
with either the best quality of XX bright tin, slate, or tiles, as may be hereafter
determin ed upon.
Plastering.-;-Lath and plaster the ceiling, and plaster the walls of watch-room with
two (2) coats of best quality lime, sllarp sand, and hair mortar.
b·on-work.-Provide for and set up suitable iron railing to balconies of watch-room.
Also one (1) tank of boiler-plate iron, properly riveted and calked, to be made nine
(9) feet in c!iameter and tllirteen (13) feet six (6) inches in height, to be provided with
four (4) inch iron s upply, overflow, and exhaust pipes, placed as shown on drawing,
all with tl1e necessary Lend s, T 's, and jnnctions. Connect supply with pipe from
engine-house, and overflow and exhaust pipes with vitrefied drain-pipe. Also provide
for and set eight ( ) nine (9) inch wrought-iron !-beams, ten (10) feet eight (8) inches
long.
.
Painting.-All the inside and ontsid e wood-work to be painted with two (2) good
coats of the best lin eed oil and American white lead, and of such tints as may be
selecred by the United States officer in charge.
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Glazing.-All the windows to be glazed with the best" quality .American crown glass'
wen tinned and puttied.
Cleaning.-All rubbish of every kind to be removed during the progress of the building whenever necessary, and at the completion of the building the premises to be left
"broom clean."
Materials.-All material used to be of good quality. The entire work to be done in
a neat, substantial, and workmanlike manner, conforming. in every respect, both .in
form and dimensions, to the drawings hereto annexed, and to the complete and enttre
satisfaction of the United States officer in charge.
All labor and material that may be necessary for the proper completion of the building which may not have been mentioned or described in the above specifications shall
be done, and the same furnished as though mentioned therein, so as to form a complete,
well-appointed, ancl thoroughly constructed building, ready for immediate occupation.
1\o allowance will be made for any extra work which may be claimed to have been
done, unless the same has been specially provided for beforehand, by a written agreement to that effect, or unless it has been done upon an order in writing from the chief
quartermaster Department of Texas. The price to be paid for any authorized extra
work to be approved and determined upon by the Quartermaster-General United
States Army.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quw·termastcr-General, Bvt. Maj. Gen., U. S. A..
QuARTEnl\IA.STER-GlilNRRA.L's OI!'FTCE,
1Vashington, May 16, 1876.
Specifications of the workmanship and nutte1'ials 1·equired in the erection of a stone building at Scm Antonio, Texas, to be known as the San Anto·nio Depot, the same to be built under
the direction and inspection of the U. S . officer in charge, and in acco1·dance with the drawings made fo1' the same in the Quw·termaster-Geneml's Office, Wushington, D. C., which
dm1cings m·e het·eby made a pa1·t of these specifications.

:E or size of building, height of stories, and general arrangement, s~e drawings; said
drawings consist of a complete set of floor plans, elevations, and sections . and afford a
full and clear illustration of the design and character of the work required in all its
essential parts; and any work or material clearly indicated by said drawings shall be
done in the best manner, and of suitable material, whether the same shall be specified
or not.
DESCRIPTION.

San Antonio Depot, to be 1milt on fonr ( 4) sides of a hollow square, each side si~ hundred and twenty-four (624) feet long, will consist of an office building, two (2) stories
high, on one side of the square, to be one hundred and sixty-seven (167) feet six (6)
inches long and thirty-three (33) feet wide, subdivided, as shown on plan, into rooms
to be used as offices, with two (2) wings, each one (1) story high and one hundred and
sixty-si~ (166) feet long; and on two (2) other sides of the square of two one (1) story
buildings, one six hundred and twenty-four (624) feet long antl thirty-three (33) feet
wide, and the other four hundred and ninety-nine ( 499) feet six (6) inches long and
thirty-three (33) feet wide; these latter, together with the wings of office building, to
be subdivided by :fire-proof walls into store-rooms 30 by 40 feet.
These several buildings will bo connected with each other, as shown on drawing, by
stone walls.
.
The fourth side of tl1e square will be completed by a wall twenty-four (24) feet high,
with buttres es on inside six: (6) feet long, of same thickness as the wall, and placed
sixty (60) feet apart, against which are to be built wagon-sheds.
'l'he stone to be used in these buildings is to be obtained from quarries near San .Antonio, some of which have been placed at the disposal of the United States for use of
the building. It is a soft calcareous stone, much softer than marble, and works much
like Caeu or the other soft ~'rench building-stones.
MASO ... 'S' WORK.

Excm·ation.-Dig and cart awn.y all impediments or obstructions fram the site of the
propo ed building, and excavate the trenches for all fonodatioo walls aucl piers for
bed-posts; fill and well ram the earth to the walls. On the completion of the building cart away all superfluous earth and rubbish .
.Foundation.- All foundation walls to commence at least eighteen (18) inches below the
n3:tu.ral snrfac~ of the ground at its lowe t point, prqvided at this depth a good compact
oll1 found; 1f not, the depth mn t be increased until this soil is reacheu; to be laid
in good cern nt and lime mortar-one-half cement, one-half lime, and a due proportion
of and-and to be twenty- even (27) inches thick at its base, which will be of la.t·ge
t ne, or of cern _nt anc1 broken-stone concrete, and carried up with proper footing , a
hown on drn.wmg, to the bottom of the water-table, which is to be six (6) iuche
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thick, with a wash of two (2) inches; between the water-table and the lower course
of all walls throughout their entire length, one course of sl;:tte is to be laid.
· ·
Wa-lls.- AU walls above the water-table to be eighteen (18) inches thick, except division-wall!!! of office bnilding, which will be one (1) foot thick; to be built of first-class
rubble masonr.v, well bonded with frequent throughs·, and laid ip good lime mortar
mixed in proper proportions. Division-walls of store-rooms to be carried up above tbe
eaves of the building with slope of roof to apex, its top coincident with upper face
of sheathing, all to show a uniform face on both sides; outside walls to have a uniform
face on the inside, and no projection over two (2) inches on the outside, all to be carried up plumb and true; outside joists to be well pointed with cement mortar; the outside corners of the building to be marked by a draught of not less than one ( 1) inch
on each face.
Connecting or inclosure walls.- To be eighteen (18) inches thick above foundation and
carried np as shown on drawing, and coped on top with saddle-back dressed coping;
to be eight (8) inches deep in the center, sloping to four. ( 4) inches on t.be edge, and
four ( 4) inches pr• jection on ea.ch side; wall of wa.gon-shed to be carried up to ridge
of roof, with openings as shown on drawing.
Piers.-Build piers 18 by 18 inches, as shown on drawing, for support of posts of
wagon-shed.
Cut stone.-All windows and door-sills, water-table; anc1 belt-course of office building
with a proper wash of not less than two (2) inches; and all door and window jam us
and heads to be of cut stone, as shown by drawing. Corner and arch quoins of office
building to he of !Jammer-dressed stone.
. Trimntings.-All outside doors and windows to be trimmed with cut stone, as shown
by ctrawing.
.
.
Flues.-All flues of office building to be built of well-burnt red brick, properly parg-eted, and 1opped out., as shown on drawing, or of eight (8) inch burnt-clay pipes.
'l'bimbles and covers to he provided for and set wherever needed.
Bed-fmrnes.-Properly bed and Ret all door and window frames; inside jamb of
windows to !Jave a splay of three (:3) inches.
CAHPENTERS' WORK.

Timber.-All timber used in the building to be of good pine or oak, free froru knots
and defects of all kinds.
Joists.-Flo,lr-joists for 1st story, office building, to be 3 by 12, and 2d story 3 by 10.
Ceiling-joists 2 IJy 8, all placed sixteen (16) inches between centers, and trussed with
one (1) coun·e of cross-bridging· in the ceuters. All joists under partitions to be double.
Floo1·s.-First and second floors of office building and that of veranda to be of best
quality~ seasoned bard pine, not over five (5) incbes wide, tongued and grooved, blindnailed, and laid in courses; to .be free from kuots or defects, mill-worked and smoothed.
PaTtitions.-All parritions in 2d story of office bnilding to be solid, and construct.ed
of slats one and one-fourth ( li) by three-fourths(!) inches, extending from ceiling to
floor, set nearly upright, qut oiJliq ne enough to form a lattice-work with very elongated
lwles or openings, and plastered solid on hoth sides.
These slats to IJe well nailed together, one (1) set on the outside and the other flnsh,
with horizontal strips three-fonrtlls (!)of an inch thick previou:-,ly nailed to cei ling
and flooring. At the cornPrs, strips three-fourths(!) hy one and one-fourth (lt) inches
thick must be placed to receive the ends of slats iu and frow the corners. Door-frames
to be set in partitions, with suitable casings.
Sta,ws.-Provide and fix stairway leading from ground t.o second floor of office builcling; to be constructed as shown on the drawings-one and one-fourth (li) molded
treads and one (1) inch risers. All steps to be housed into strings and to have returned
nosings; to be glued, IJlocked, and tongued together at both angles, aucv thoroughly
wedged up and IJracketed.
Also to be provided with proper turned hard-wood newels not less than nine (9)
inches in diameter, five (5) inches molded rail, and turned balusters. Style to be
selected by the United States officer in charge.
Windows.-All the window-frames and shutters iu the several storerooms to be made
as shown on drawing. Shutters of two (2) thicknesses of~- !Jard pine or oak, strongly·
nailed with wrought nails, well clinch eel, bung folding, with wrought-iron strap-hinges,
and fastened on the inside with brass bolts (to be furnished for setting by t!Je Quartermaster's Department). All the window-frames of the office buildiug to be of hard
pine or oak, one and a half (lt) inches thick, ancl fitted up as shown on drawin~, witll
French casement, hung folding, with three (3) pairs of three ancl a half (:i~) inch
strong butts, and secured with brass bolts (to be furuished for setting by the Quartermaster's Department).
Doo1·s.-All toreroorn doors to be made as shown on drawing, of two (2) thicknesses
of ~ hard pine, strong nailed with wrought nails, well clinched, hung foldinO', with
strong wrongbt-iron s trap-binges; one )paf to have iron bolts (Lobe furnished for sottiltg by the Quartermaster's Department), and the ot!Jer a strong store-lock. Ontsido
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and inside doors of office building to be as on drawing. Hall doors to be four ( 4) feet
six (6) inches wide, bung double, with side-lights and transoms, with molded bar. All
doors to be double faced in four (4) or six (6) panels, made of best barcl pine two (2)
jncbes thick, hong with five (5) inch butts, and fastened with eight (8) inch mortise-.
locks, and plated furniture.
Trimmings-All doors and windows of the office building: to be trimmed on the inside
with splayed jambs and beads, with bead casings and plain molded architraves. Outside door-jambs to be paneled.
Bases to be ten (10) inches high, with ogee-top molding.
Roofs and cornices.- Roof of storeroom buildings, consisting of principals and common
rafters, will be as shown by detail drawing. The principals to be placed twelve (12)
feet, and the common rafters two (2) feet between centers. All the timbers to be of
t.he following sizes: tie-beams 4 by 10i, king-posts (double) 1~ by 6, principal rafters
4 by 7, struts 3i by 51 wall-plate 6 by!;, pole-plate b by 6, purlins 4 by 6, and common
rafters 2 by 5. Roof of office building 1o be framed on ceiling-joists, as shown by detail drawing, with timbers of the following sizes: king-posts (double) 1 by 6, rafters
2 by 6, and struts 1 by 6. Roof of veranda: rafters 2 by 6, plate 4 by 8, posts 8 by B,
with suitable sawed brackets, caps, bases, and chamfered edges, and cetled with narrow plank, close-jointed, and beaded edges.
Roof of shed, supported on posts and connecting stone wall, to. be framed, as shown
by detailed drawing, with timber of the following sizes: Posts, 8 by 8, resting on stone
piers and well fastened t.o them by 2 by f-inch angle-irons, fonr to each post; wallplate, 8 by 8; struts, 2 by 6; and rafters, 2 by 8, placed 2 feet between centers. All the
everal roofs to be sheathed with good merchantable plank, free from large or loose
knots and other defects. The sbeathinl!-plan k of the storerooms must not rest on the
stone division-walls, but butt against them; the party-walls are to cut off all wooden
connection between the roofs of the several storerooms.
The covering of the several roofs to be either of the best quality X X bright tin, or
of slilte, or of tiles, as may be hereafter determined upon. All cornices to be as shown
on drawing.
Plasfering.-Lath and plaster all ceilings, and plaster all walls and partitions of the
office buildinO' with two (2) coats best-quality lime, sharp saud, and hair mortar.
Tin-work.-Step-fl.ash around all chimneys with t.be best quality of X X Lright tin.
Cover the roofs with tin of the same quality, if a tin covering be decided upon.
Slate.-If a slate covering be decided upon, cover the several roofs with the best
quality of roofing-slate.
Tiles.-If roofing-tiles can be suppli ed cheaply, they will be preferred for the roofcovering.
hon-u·ork.-Provide for and set up suitable iron railing to veranda; also two doubleentrance gates. Patterns for both to be selected by the United States officer in charge.
Also, !-inch square iron bars to all outside windows of storerooms, to be set into the
frames f> inches apart.
Glazing.-All the windows and transoms of the office buil~ing to be glazed with the
best quality of Ao1erican crown glas , well tinned and puttied.
Painting.-All inside aull outside wood-work and iron-work to be painted with three
(:3) good coats of the best linseed-oil and American white leau, and of such tints as may
be sdected by the United tates officer in charge.
tilfaning.-All rubbish of every kind to be removed dnring the progress of the building whenever necessary, and at the comp~etion of the building the premises to be left
" uroom clE•an."
Materials .-All materials used to be of good quality; all lumber and timber of the
floors and joiner-work to be well seasoned, ~ncl the entire work to be done in a neat,
substantial, and workmanlike manner, conforming in every respect, both in form and
dimension , to the drawings hereto annexed, and to be done to the complete and entire·
sati faction of the United 'tates officer iu charge.
Aq labor and material that may be necessary for the proper completion of the boWling, which may not have been mentioned or described in the above specifications, shall
be done, and the same furnished as though mentioned therein, so as to form a complete,
well-appointed, and thoroughly-constructed building, ready for immediate occupation.
No allowance will be made for any extra work which ma.y be claimed to have been
done, unless the same has been specially provided for b forehand by a written agreem nt to that ~ffect, signed by the chief quartermaster, Department of 'l'exas. The
price of och extra work as may be thus allowed to be fixed by the QuartermasterGeneral of the Army.
M. C. MEIG,
Quartermaster-General, Brevet JJ:lajor-General.
· AR'fEB . u TEn- GE~'ERAL. OFJ:' ICE, Jfay 16,1 76.
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III.-Repo1·t of Lieut. Vol. J. D. Bingham, Deputy Qucwtennaster- General.
WAR DEP ARTl\fEN'l', QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
GENERAL:

lVash-ington, D. 0., - - - -, 1877.
I have the honor to submit the following report of the work of the accounts-branch of this office for the

last fiscal year:

I1871 and prior .
1

years.

On July 1, 1876, the balances of appropriations of the Quartermaster's Department in the Treasury, undrawn, were,
by report of last year. . . . . . . . . . . . - . .. . _......•.......... -I $92, 389 34
Appropriation for the fiscal year (act of Congress approved
July 3, 1876) .••...•..•••••.•••.•.•••.•.. _..•. __ . _•.•••.•. .
.Appropriation for the fiscal year (act of Congress approved
July 22, 1876) ---- -- . - ... -- .... --- .. - -- .. - ....... -- -- -- - - -.Appropriation for the :fiscal year (act of Congress approved
July 24, 1876) ...... _ .... .............. ........ _. _...... _.
.A ~propriation for the fiscal year (act of Congress approved
July 31, 1876) . ........... ............ . .............. ....... ............. .
Appropriation for the fiscal year (act of Congress approved
August 15, 1876) ........................ .... ............ ..
Appropriation for the fiscal year (act of Congress approved
January 24, 1877) . ......................................... ,............. .
Appropriation for the fiscal year (act of Congress approved
July 27. 1876) ....... _..... _... _.............. _........... .
Appropriation for deficiencies (act of CongresR approT"ed
March 3, 1877) ................. . ........................... .

. A~;-:I:rt {~~~~~r l~bi~)~oa~~b~~:e~~:.s_~r:~~~~ -~~~~: ~-~i~-~.
Amount transferred from appropriation for military prison,
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 1876-'77 ........... __ ........ _..
Amount placed to tbe credit of appropriations during tbe
year by deposit of funds for redistribution, and of amounts
received from sales to officers, &c., of public property .....
Amount of war transfer-warrant No. 245 (act of Congress
a11proved March 3, 1875) ••••••••••..•••••••••.•••..• _."> ..,.,
Total
Remittted todisbursing-officers during the year .........•••.
Requisitions on settlements made at the Treasury of claims
and accounts ............................................. .

352,332 37

I

Repott of the work of the accounfs-b?·ancll, g'·o.-Contiuued.

t-:)
I\!)

00

.Appropriations.
Total.
!871 and prior
years.

1872-'73.

1871-'72.

1873-'74.

1874-'75.

----- 1
Amonnt trnnsferrPd to appropriation for military prison,
Fort Leavenworth, Kn.ns. (no limit) . ............ . .. ----- ..
Amount of wnr transfer-warrant No. 245 (act of Congress
approved ~larch :l, 1875) . .. .. ........................... ..
Amount transferred to other departments ................ .
Amount carried to the surplus fund (act of Congress appro\'ed June20, 1874) .................................... .
•.rotal ...... _.......... _•• __ .. _.

1876-'77,

1 - - - - -:- - - - - - - - - $443 91

$127,007 85

$0 73

$17 (10
263 05

$1 62
4!:!8 2tl

64, 475 84

2, 956 55

13,41920

1, 733 7i

$427, 631 :l3

816 Ofi

4, 837 70

75, 401 09

:i86, 73:; 59

619, 6:!0 02

2, 065 05

4!J, 204 52

1, 000 00

5~3,

:Balance in Treasury July 1, 1877 ..... .

1875-'76.

7, 718 25

$336, 6:i7 34 \11 > 3~0. 113 57

992, 560 68

221, 643 09

$443 91

pj

127, 027 20
761 33 •

~

510, 216 69

pj
1-:3

1:l, 34 7, 184 :i7
I, 274, 191 59

t_:!::j

0

"';j

1-:3

I:!:

*Deficiency.

t;.:j

The balances of appropriations undrawn by the Quartermaster's Department July 1, 1877, were .as follows:

m
t".l

0

For what :fiscal year.
.Appropriations.

1871 and prior
years.

~

li!il-'72.

1872-'73.

1873-'74.

1874-'75.

1875-' 76.

1>-

1876-'77.

~

1-<l

1

~~~d~~rt!l ~i~!~~~8~~:::: ~ ~: :: ~: :~~ ::: ::~: ::: :~:: ~::: ~: ~~::: ...... ~~~~. ~~- ...... $926 "82

Purchase of cavalry and artillery horses.................... . . • . . • • • • . . . . .
Barracks and qullrters......................................
1,194 55

36 00
3,.525 27

_:: ::

: : ········3o ·5o .... ~~·- ~~~. ~~ .

0

:::::: ~ ~ :::::: :::::::: ~~~ ~ ~:

$7,718 25

~~~~~~~~~~Ro:;~~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~:::: ~: ~ ~ ~ ~:::: ~ ~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~:: ~ ~:

~~~~~~~:S~t~fnsffedr~:P;~~t~~?o ;~~t~~~:~::: :::::: ~:::: :::~ ~::

Purchase of site for Fort Duncan, 'l'ex ................................................ ..
Purchase of site for Ringgold Barracks, Tex ...... __ ................ __ ............ __ .. ..
Military priRon , F01 t Leavenworth, Kans. (no limit) ..... __ . ........................ __ . .
Construction of posts on Yellowstone River and Muscleshell
Shoalt~, Mont. Ter ............................................. . ... . ..... .
Expense of sales ................................. . ................................ __ .. .
2, 065 05

49,204 52

$397, 13M
44,276
8, 356
2\ Hl9
~2fl ,

9:la

172, 767
6!), 0:!4
3, 405
25,000
10,000
10, 000

ErE'ctiou of head-stones for soldiers' graves...... . . . . . . .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .......... ..

Total

t".l
1-:3

Total.

30
79
51
29
52
06
48
:l2
00
00
00

$5 00

$;l97, 91<3 30
45, 20:l 6l
8, :!92 51

87.852 65
83, 764 26

359, 507 60
256, :i81 82
69, 034 48
3, 406 :iO
2.1, OllO 00
10, 000 00
10, 000 00
444 41

:n, 637

1 18

4-14 41
50,

----$i,' 000-00
1, 000 00 ' - •• - • -- - .- •• -

7,7Hl 25

992,560 68

coo

00

50, oon
J, 000

36

oo

co

221, 643 o9 1 1, ~74, t9t 59

0

"';j

~

>

?'

A.lnounts estimated for by disbursing-officers of the Qnartermaster's n ·e pm·tmentjrom the appropriationsjO?• 'tltejiscal yem· 1876-'77.

Regul~r
sup- ,Incidental ex-1 c:;~~?i !~~
phes.
penses.
horses.

:Military divisions, departments, &c.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - -- -- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - /

•

Military Division of the Pacific ............................... .

~28,

Military Di v i s~on of the Atla ntic . ........................ . ..... ,
Departm ent of the South . ......................................
,

$~21,

5t:l4 70

$ 156, 669 45

$20, 804 44

50,708 02
27, 318 47

3, 370 uo

118,739 37
86, 072 E9

~· 026 49 1

3, 370 00 1

204, 812 26 1-

Military Divisi<m of tl1 e Missouri ............................. . 1, 700, 851 41
Departm ent of the Missouri. ..................... , ............ .
753,028 78
D epa rtm en t of Dakota . .................. ..
590, 086 60
D epartment of th e Platte ............... . .. .
529, 529 53
D epartment of Texas .. ........ .
749,242 90
D epartment of the Gulf ..... .
108, 538 37

498 25

$501, 8fl7 11

$54, 914 82

I ...... -.., ,.

69,355 35 !
7! 50 I $ 16,21:2 ?el
41, 612 41 ........ -.. ..
ll, ~73 74
110, \.167_76 1=

l

$ 11 , ~30 oo

74_50 1 27, 41:6 52 1

22, 944 6~

232, 327
105,821
78, 840
114, 138
76, 298
27,608

07
61
32

195
137,287
46, 704
19, 996
42, ~:l7
12, 7G5
25, 534
840
6, 846
7, 2~ 0
4, 516
5, 991

00 .•...•• - -. -- -- .•••. - . - - ..• - . . .. - -- - - .... - . . .• - ..• . - .. - . .
a1
103, 681 ~7
32 37
4, 009 66
21!:., 644 42
81 .............. . ....
61,284 98
14, 126 26
483, 212 26
136,039 18
184 25
69
1, 335 00
75, G53 84
295, 645 48
17 .........................
37,423 10
2, 52t:l 55
55 00
178,991 85
39 ..... . ................
15,716 58
125,239 39
91, 474 68
58
2, 540 00
30, 073 03
85, 633 46 . .. . ............
00 ..... . ................... .....................
81 .. -.......................
8, 872 41
42 22
• 179 20
00
3, 000 00
1, 095 00 ........... . .... .............. . .....
27, 013 22
69 00
31 ......................
6, 006 3S
30 ..............
291 80 ................ . ... .
150 60

11

45
05

522,335 00

287,824
58, 515
59,217
95, 068
72,293
61,362

.....................
.......................
..........................
..........................
..........................

36,900
455, fi09
1, 065, 973
692, ti36
299, 984
108, 740

02
35
34
20
84
08

00
06
60
43
41
50

2, 058
2, 611
Et, 707
1, 525
55
1, 181

11, 714

1)4

20 ......... .. . . .... . .... ..
3, 010 00
73
1, 940 75
09
120 ou . ........... . .. .. ...
1, 714 10
00
1, 105 00
00
3, 614 75
1, :no oo
02
15, 010 84
6, 510 33

- - - - ---------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 635,033 61
6::!4, 28() 83 2, 65_9, 844~~
16. 138 04
22, 400 44
11,995 33
4, 431, 277 59
522,335 00
=== =
======== =-======= ==·- =
======== ====== ========
150, 046
18,786
58, fi46
30,275
32, 947
36, 033

29
62
05
04
14
12

14, 906 03
39,982 40
7, 006 53

4, 518 12
295 00
2, 505
2, 293
3, 434
4, 869
4,137
4, 011
2, 274
1, 121

30
60
_93
80
19
42
16
68

1, 715 34

Total

t~ans- ~ Cloth!ng
and I Nation_al Isu~~~~ieneqmpage. cemetenes.
tlents.

Barracks and ! Army
quarters.
portat10n.

I

326, 966 37
93, 766 27

Total Military Di>ision of the Atlantic ................. ·I __ 420032 64 1

Total Military Division of the Missouri ......

II

I

.............. 1

~

. . -- - . . - . - . . . •••.. - .. - ..
67, 486 16
2, 566 02
... .. . ...... . . . .... . ........
1J3 00
180 00
........ . ... ... ····-···---6, 316 30
2, 530 00
2, 194 65
3, 970 00
. .............. . ..................

........ . ........ . ··· ···-· ·· ··
. ...................... . ........................

................ . . ....................
.

. .... ......... .. . ...... . .... . ....

·····2; 262. 6o ·1:::::::::::::: 1····. ··825. oo ·1 ·..... -985. 6i
959
20
492
87
100
135
90

65
00
00
60
00
80
00

2, 980
320
40
1, 250
286

6, 100, 100 69 1 1, 125, 841- 30

q

tl>

pj
~

t;rj
~

~

p:..
Ul

1-:3
t_'%j

pj
I

0

l:.'j

zt_'%j

pj
~

r

180 00

-..... -229- oo ·1....... ~~~. ~~ .

20 00

~~g ~~

79
00
00
00
00

,?:)

I:::: :: ::: ::::: 1·.-.···i84. 43.
557, 394 10

1

1, 458, 741 38

1

50 06
100 00
833 20

21,250 88

13, 568 25

4, 302, 4oo 47

64 8, 883 29 1 111, 447 95

57,754 24

t...:;l
t...:;l

c..o

.dmouu/s tslimatuljol' by tlisbiii'Bing-o.Oicei'B of the Qual'fenuaster's De]Ja?'lmentjrom the appropriationB for the fiscal year 1876-'77-Coutinued.
Military divisions, clepartments, &o.

Hospitals.

. Construction of
Military pns-j posts on Yelons.
lowstone, &c.

I

Rentofbuildingl
Total amount
Military j corner 15th st Head-stones.
asked.
roads.
and Pa. ave.
__

Military Di,•ision of the Pacific .............. .. •.• ...••••. .....••..• .

0

$ 1, 794, 301 63

==--===

Militm·y DiYision of the Atlantio
Department of tho South ......

599,779 76
288,743 32

)lilitnry Di•i!lion of the Missouri ..... ..
Dt)pnrtmcut of the Missouri.
Department of Dakota. . ...•.......
Depnrtml'nt of the Platte ....................................... -----

2, 937, 295 70

] ' 450, 728
1, 910, 760
1, 450, 873
1, 209, 223
337, 883

~~~~~:g~:~~ ~~ t11°:G~1if~~:~~ ~::: :::::::::::.:: ~::::::: ............. ..
Total Military Division of the Missouri. ........... .

18
15
83
57
91

9, 296, 765 34

===

Di·l'il'lion of the South ....... .......... .. .
DPpot at Washin~ton ..................... . ............ ..
Depot at Pbilnde1phia ............................ .
~£ilitary

195
703, 824
624, 114
292, 168
408,709
249,322
317, 059
86,473
30, 846
51,357
58, 61l
6, 477
4, 518
4, 368
959
6, 208
3,1l2
3, 562
6, 399
4, 558
4, 545
2, 503
1, 191
250
38,550

~:~~f ~~ ~~~:~~~~:::::::: ~ ~:::::::: ~::::::::::::: .-----

Depot at Jeffersonville ................... . .... ------ ......... ....... .
Disl.lUrsing agency, Quartt>rrnastPr's Department, Louisville, Ky .... .
Geo,grapbicnl survey west of lOOth meritlian .. ...................... .
'V<'st Point. N.Y .... .. ................ . ...... .
Columbus Barracks .................. .. ................ .
Saint Louis Ba.rracks .......... .. ..... --- ..

~~~itnE~?~~ t~~~:~ ·y:o1:k ·n·;l:b~~:::::::: ~ .. _._..

'Villets Point, New York Harbor .. .
Allegheny Arsenal ............. . .... ---- -Au,!!usta .A.rsenl\1. ........................ .
Benicia. Arsenal ....•.. -----· ..... .
Rrck Island Arsenal ..... .
'V'atertown Arsenal. ............... ....... .. .
Water-diet Ar&enal . ......... .
Indianapolis Arsenal. ........ .
KPnocbec Arsenal ...... .
l<'rnnkford Arsenal ............. .
National cemeteries ..•..
Total. ....... .. .•...• .••.

~
C).!)

12J, 227 32

40, 888 16

240, 000 00

2, 500 00

8, 000 00

15,000 00

~
t_:l:j

I-'d
0
~

1-3
0

l-%j

1-3
~

t_:l:j

00
7l
93

rn

OL

0

34
26
45
46
67
40
44
50
12
21
65
09
60
53
80
99
58
16
68
00

27

14, 889, 478 90

t_:l:j

~
t_:l:j

1-3

t:J>~
~

0

l-%j

~

t:J>-

~

..dmonnbs remitted to disbnrsing-officers of the Quartermaste1-'s Departmentjront appropriations for thejiscal year 1876-'77.
Military divisions, departments, &c.

Regul_ar sup-~ Incidental
phes.
expenses.

,

$747, 337

Military DiYision of the Pacific
Military Di,ision of the Atlantic ....•.......
l •epat tinent of the South ..... .
Total Military Division of the Atlantic ............................. . 1
.Military Division of the Missouri.. ....
Department of the Missouri ............•.......

~~~~~~~~~~~I lil~kPr!tt~:::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Dt>partment of Texas ........................... .
Dep . rtment of the Gulf

Total Military Dh-:ision of the Missouri ............ .

n

203, 196 72
8-.!, 750 29
285, !!47 01
1, 689 864
191, 3f0
233 1 750
176 792
238:500
45,948

91
63
00
76
00
08

..•. • 2, 576, 216 38

1

$us, 376

I ~arv:JH
~'t~d IBarracks and I .Army t~ans-1 Clotb_ing a11d I Nation_al
horses.
Y
quarters.
portatwn.
equ1page.
cemetenes.

63

$19, 634 44

I

46, B56 35
3, 190 00
2<l, 243 73 ............. .
69,200 08

3, 190 00

07
28
94
41
24
35

554,700 00

397,480 29

554, 700 00

232,327
40, 336
35,888
46, [133
30 357
637

u:

I

$187, 905 10

I

116, 3~2 14
83, 120 87
1[!9, 443 01
287,824
22,826
30, 182
20, 8~9
28, !iOO
14,452

02
37
42
00
94
31

405, 015 06

$458, 58L 31

I • • • • .. • • "

• • • •

$9, 761 06
8, 766 08

98,716 74

18,527 14

36, 900
424,400
718, 9e0
591, 563
275,646
98,392
1

$53 1 288 69

58, 773 53 I
36 oo
39,943 21 ............ ..

00
36
47
45
34
50

2, 145, 883 12

36 00
2, 058
2, 521
8, 707
1, 275
55
1, 061

20
75
09
00
(,0

02

15, 678 06

1, 284 35
90 00
460 55
1,194 50
10, 018 83
13,048 23

= = 1 = = = 1 = = = 1 = = =1======1====:= = = - =

~:~~! ~~ !~~~~;J~~~: ~::::::::::::::::::: ~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: iti~~ Ig
~;~~: ~~ ¥~1e~~~~i~f~~:~~:: ::~ ~: ~ :~ :::: :~ :::::::::.:: ::~ :::::::::::::::::::: ~~: ~~~ ~~
1

Disbnrsing agency Q•'tartermaster's Depa.rtment, Louisville, Ky ................... . . . .
Geogutphical sun·ey west of lOOth meridian..............................
11,860 64
\Vest Point, N.Y.........................................................
38,168 70
5 8

~~{~;u~~~;i~1r:r~-~~t ~ ~: ::::~: ::::::::::::~ ~::: :::: :::: ~ :::::: ::: ~ :::::: :::: .--.-~·- ~~ . ~

Springfield Armor.v ...... _. __ .......................... . ................. .
4, 313 95
Ji'ort Colnmbus, New York Harbnr...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ....
:.09 00
\Villefs Point, New York Harbor .... ~ ............................................. . .. .
Allegheny Arsenal ............. _..........................................
2, 505 30
.Augusta Arsenal................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1, !l80 95
Rnck Island Ar~enal ............... _........ .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4, 719 80
\Va te1 town .Arsen~l...... ... . .. . . . . . . . . .... .. . ..• .• . .... .. . .. . ... .. . . ... . . .
3, 887 39
WatetTliet Arsenal .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
3, 706 58
Indianapolis .Arsenal ............................. _................ . . . . . . ..
2, 120. 43
l<ennebecAr~enal...................... •.................................
1,12168
Frankford Arsenal ............................................................. __ . ... _.
Na-tional cemeteries......................................................
1, 708 34
Total. .............. .

3, 966, 219 11

132, 636
45 521
18: 075
12,000
5, 837
23, 106
980
5, 480
7, O!J4
3, 705
5, 496

09
47
71
00
68
24
00
02
66
73
30

1,964
647
10
492
100
121
90

15
90
00
00
00
62
00

210, 448 07
103, 508 3:-J
1:-J, 7:28 60
57, 509 41
72, 979 34
135, 059 13
1, 335 00
12, 250 00
280, 238 17
8, 765 73
120, 752 85
2!:1, 151 40
121, 891 36
2, 540 00
. ............ 73,070 29
17!1 20
7, 790 35
1, 095 00 ....... . .... ..
3, 000 00
5, 197 86
20, 3eo 24
2!11 80 ......... ... .
4, 009 66

683 66

849, 584 74

184 43

37
26
25
55
00

67, 451 16

77

1,141 07

ll>~

1-3

trj
~

~

ll>00
1-3

149 25

trj
~

4, 597 92

Q

...... '"42'22'1:::::: ::::::::

I

t?j

zt?j

~

ll>-

~

833 60

700 20 I

229 00
20 00
150 00
998 17

32
483; 051
1 2t16
2:528
55
91 ,922

[)
~

2, 980
320
1, 200
286
4li0

1. . . . . . . . .

I

79
00
00
00
00

105 00

--.

50 00
100 00
82!J 10

20,010 23
125, 030 00

~
C).:)
~

t-!)

-Jmounts remitted to disbul'sing-officers ojtll e Quarfel'masler's Depm·tmentj1;orn app1·op1·iationsjor thefiscal yem· 1876-'77-Contioned.

ex>

~

Militnr.> didsions, departments, &c.

Uonst1uct;on
of military

Military
prisons.

Payofsuper- 1 ll
't
inteudeuts.
ospl a 18 •

posts on th e

Yellowstone.

I

Military
I'oads.

IRentofbuild-

in g corner of Totalamonnt
15 th fit. and
1·eruitted.

Pa. avenue.

----------1-- -------~
tr.j

"'tl

0

~

1-3
0

~

1-3
-14, 32033 ·-69~51 s21-

61, 244 44i-15o:Oii0ao - - 2, 5oo ool~~~~---=1-6.405."537 53

=--=7o-o5 _. ___ .

_..

_.. _... _

-"'iil. ooo=oo ==679,2o3<M

2, 566 =o~
~~ . - ~~
~ ~~ ~~~~~~
.. ...... ........ ............ -----------·-- -------------- -------------- ..............
180 00 -- - .. -- ... - - -- -- - ..... --- - .. . - -- .. -- -- -- -- -- . -- ... -- . - -- ....... - ... - .
. . --- .. . .. .. - . .. -- .. - - ...... --. -. - . - .. - . . . -.-- .. -- .. - . . . ---- . .. . --. - ... --- .... ---..
:::::::::::::::::: :.·: __ . __ .. _... _..... _... __ .. .... _.
2,8-!5 00 ..................... ------ ...... ...... .. .............. ..............
l lt•pot at Jl'il'l'rsonville .•. __ ........ _. . . __ .. ... __ ....... __ .. _........... __ .
2, 580 00 . - ..... - - .. - . . . . - - • - . - - .. - - . . - - - - - . - ... - - . . - . - - .. - - .. - . . . - .. - .. - - . . - - .
l~i::lbursinfr ngcncy Qunrtern~nstcr's Depa_t·tment, Louis,·ille, Ky. ____ ..... . ------- - ------ .............. ----·· · ------ .............. .............. ........ ......
<.cog-rnplucal ~;ui'Yey west oi lOOtb mendtan . ... _........... _.. . ......... . . ... - .. --.. . . . . . --.. . . . . . . . . . -.- .... - .. -- . . -.--- . -- . . - ... - ...• - .. -- .... - ... - ... ---- .
\V rst l'uiut, N. Y ------ ____ .................. __ ..................... --- .. . . - .. - .... -....
5:00 00 . -.- ....... - ... -.-- .... ---- .. ---- ..•... - ... - - ... --- .. --.
Columbus BonneleA ..... _____ . _....... _ ..... __ .. _... _... ______ ._ .. . _•. . _•. ..............
14,000 00 -------------- ------ - --·---- ----------·--- ..............
:Sn!JJt Louis ll~\rraoks ... __ . ----- .... ___ ----- .. _...... .. ........ _. . __ ...... . . - - ......... - .
43 80 -- - - .... -- .. . . . .. -- ... -- .. -- --- •... - ... - -- .. - - .. . . . . . .. .
--- ----------- -------------- ............ .. ---- - --------- -------------- - ----- --- ----~~~~-~ng~~~~~ ~~:~~;, ·y:ox:k ":Ua";b~~ ~ ~: ... _.. _. ____ .... __ .... .
......... ---.. -- -- .. - .. --- .... -- ....... - .. ------ - .. --- .. ----- .... --- .. ----- .... ---..
'\Yill('ts ]>oint, New York Harbor .... _.. ............... __ .. _.. ____ ...... .. . ..... . .. ---. . . . - .... - . . . . . . . . . - ... -- .. -- .... - .... -. . . . . . .... - ... --- ... - - .. . - .•. ---.
A llt·~hcny .A1 scnal . _........... _......... _..... - ....... _.............. -... -- - - .... -- - - .. .. - - - - . - -- . - . . . . - : -- .. -- .. .. -- -- .... -- .. .. .. -- -- . - .... - . .. -- - ...... - ..
A n~usta ArsCilal ... __ .. __ ... _........ _... __ .. _•.. _. .... ___ .... __ . __ ... __ . .
l~ock Isl:md Ar.;eoal...... ..... . ......
·
" 'atf'rtown ..1.rscual. __ .. _..
'\'.' nte rvli t' t Arsenal .. _................ _. _...... __ .................. __ .. _. .
Indianapolis Arseunl. _... ___ ... __ ........... _....................... ---- . .
K ennebec Arsenal.. __ .. __ .. _........ ..
l''rnn kford ..1rsennl .. __ ....... __ .. _..
National rernetl·riet~ ..•..• _..•

Dt!pot nt W:Hlhing-ton ____ --- --- ---------·-----····--·Dt•pot. nt Philnclt•IPhia. ___ ....• . ··-- __ .... .. . .
Depot at .Xt>w Ymk ... ........ .

i~::~~~~ ~~ ~~i~~~ot;i·s·:

614,289 50
286, 652 80
316, 716 68
157,16 l95
302, 856 32
74,050 29
25, 352 43
49, 558 :36
4!l,li98 6·1
5, 982 50
4,313 95
3, 690 41
647 90
6, 196 29

-~~~~-~ ~97l,, •; ).4 ij~:~ ~150! ~5o ;o~-\ ~ o~O\lJ~~~
61!

ooo\ oo _;_;

\_\ !
11

~

ts-:l
r:Jl

ts-:l

Q

~

tr.:

~
~
0

~

~

II>-

~

The accounts and Youcllers wllich lla\e been examined in this office siuce tlle last annual report show approved disbursements, as follo\\s:
For what fiscal year .
.Appropriations.
1871 and prior

yeats.

Total.
_,
1871 72 ·

1872-'73.

1873-'74.

1875-'76.

1874-'75.

1876-'77.

1---------

--------------------------------~----- : ---------- l---------·l---------1---------l--------- '
1

Re~ru Jar supplies_-- .................. - .. _.......... _........

Inchlental expenses.----- ..... - ...... _......... _............
Horsf's, cavalry, and artillery .... _.......... .. ..... . . . • . . . . .
:Barracks and quarters ..... _............. _..... _.......•.•• _
.Am1ytransportation........................................

$10, 116
6, 347
29, 048
88, 230
22:3,242

18
92
58
89
21

$126
1, 120
137
197

40
$16 75
$fi37 88
2:2
220 00
10, 171 92
00 .••• _. __ .. _. _. . • • • . _. _. ___ .
58
1, 950 80
3, 196 88
148 37
61,493 04
6:~,065 03

Jii~f~~::::~:::;;; ~; ~~~~i:i ~~~L;;::::::::: : ;: : : : ~;:~ ·: : : : : : :
t~1:~~EJ:~gr~£.;::t~~::~:::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :. : : : : : :
Total .......•........

81 $1,104,566 48
•12
245 613 55
88
3:.!0: 893 71
36
203,243 02
74 1, 098, 7136 Hl
e5, 281 90
12,780 32
4, 2~0 96
13, 008 04
3, 521 27

: : : : : : ;::};~:, ::!!!.~ .JPl!~
: : : : : : : <?::~~::~: ~~:: ~ ~: : :~ :;: !!i 11

1\1ilitm,· l'd ~ on ..........................................•.. --··-··-····· · ---··········· ··-·-········· ·····-········

g~~f:~~}J~:~~~!t!~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~s~~~~:~~~~~~~~::::

$3, 889 84 1$1, 603, 366
6, t<66 12
542, 48!J
2, 625 00
275, 921
33, 693 76
716, 17l
213,25139 1,9l!J,3(i0

·········-···

32,975 53

::::: ::~~~:~~: .::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: ·· . :·.~~~ -~~358,002 66

1, 729 57

63, 6tl0 59

291, 029 18

265, 477 99

308 13
12,384 26
48, 61:l4 37
40, 113 66

$2 722 720
812:829
621:!, 626
1, 046, 684
:3 57!) 346
I 7lf< 5i(]
65, 830
75, 708
1:1, 008
227,262
5, 025
1, 689
34,795
45,359
55, E59
40, 113
326
I

34
15
17
29
97
49
99
98
04
23
00
11
59
79
03
66
64

.0

~
~

"":3
tr:l

!;:0

s:::

~
UJ.

"":3
tr:l
~

0'

I 5, 84f', 326 62 I 3, 243, 465 86 I 10, 071, 712 47 ztt:lt".:l
~
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~
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

By General Orders No. 112, Adjutant-General's Office, December 8,
1876, torm No.4, '~consolidated report of all government troops, stores,
&c., transported," and form No. 19~, "statement of payments made on
account of transportation," were discontinued. Their preparation inYolved a large amount of labor, and it was believed the information they
contained could be obtained at less expense from the accounts of the
disbursement of the transportation-fund on their examination in this
office.
·
The examination of tb~se accounts for the fiscal year, only partially
completed, shows expenditures from the appropriation for Army trausportation as follows :
Passengers.

Nature of service, &c.

Total.

Freight.

For railroad transportation.................................... $161, 567 45 $ 159, 328
For water transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
46, 461 50
273, 386
For wagon tnnsportion. ... . • . ........... ... .. ...... .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 296, 4:l6
.For stage transportation ........ .. . . . . .. ... . . . ... ... . .. . ... .. .
38, 867 17
3, 690
For transportation by express-companies................ . ..... .... .. . ... . ..
7, 791

$320, 89~
319, !!47
296, 426
42, 557
7, 791

49
18
65
39
58

Total.................................................... 246, 896 12
740, 623 29
For purchase of transportation-animals .......................•...•......................
For purchase and repair of means of transpor tation, &c .. , ............................. .
For hire of teamsters, blacksmiths, and others connected wit:h trans portion ............ .
For purchase, repair, and operating vessels .............................................. .
For supply of water, water-rents, and building and repair of wharves .................. .
For purchase of miscellaneous stores, smiths' coal, &c ......•............................
For expenses of escorts, &c ....... ........... ...... ..................................... .
For traveling expenses of quartermaster's agents, &c .................................. ..
I<'or drayage ..................... ~ ....................................................... .
For tolls on bridges and trunpikes, wharfage, &c ....................................... ..

94
6o
65
56
58

987,519 41
27,864 25
59, 2:i4 19
334, 8::4 11
7, 172 46
5, 982 08
22,283 !!3
14 L 65
12, 772 79
21, 856 86
8, 443 50

Total. ....•.........................••..............................•............... 1,488,115 89

The following tables exhibit the number of money-accounts and
property-returns on band at the commencement of the fiscal ye tr, the
number received and examined during the year, and the number ramaiuiug on hand unexamined at the close of the year :
Money-accottnis.
In what calendar year.
1- - . - - - ; - - - - Total.

1875.

1876.

1877.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1- - - - - - - 387 . ...... .
387
2, 077
1, 297 3, :189

Total . .......................... ...................................
Examined during the year............. ....... . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. ..

15
15

2, 464
2, 283

J, 297
20

3, 776
2, 318

Remaining on hand .July 1, 1877 ........................................ .

181

1, 277

1, 458

Property-retu1·ns.

n h•nd

J~ly

For what calendar year ·I
1- - - - - - - - ,Total.

I, I 76 •.•• •. •••• ••..•••.. •••••

••• .•

.. •••••• ••••• .

Rcc iv d during the year................................................

~~75.l l~:~ ."77·
2, 6,

43

4J-

411

14

3, 545

-ruj 3, !162

• :rotal · ·:··- ............................................ . ...........
3, 1o5
E.xammcddunng theycar .......... . ................................ .... ~_:_105 _1:34
Remaining on band .July 1, 1877 ................................ ... . . .....

1........

3,2 2

680 1
1

6 0
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.

Sta-tement showing the amounts expended by officers in the Quartermaster's Depc;,1·tment during,
and on account of the appropriations for, the fiscal year ending June 30;1~77, and balances
in thei1· hands so jar as shown by accouJ~ts 1·eceived at this office.
Names of officers.

Expenditures.

Abbott, Lieut. A. T., Third Artillery .................................. ..
Anderson, Lieut. John, Eighteenth Infantry ........... ~ ............... .
Ayres, Lieut. J. C., Ordnance Department ............................. .
Ames, Lieut. L. S., Second Infantry ................................... ..
Arnold, Capt. I., Ordnance Department ................................ .
Alligood, Capt. C. A., military storekeeper .................. . ........ ..
Atwood, Capt. E. B., assistant quartermaster ......................... ..
Adams, Lieut. J. Q., First Ca~alry ................................... : . .
Auman, Lieut. W., ThirteentlJ Infantry .......................... : .... .
Allen , Lieut. L. C .• Sixteenth Infantry . ...................... ..... .... .
Abbott, Lieut. L.A., i5ixth Cavalry ... ......... ................. .... .. .
Anderson, Lieut. G. L., Fourth Artillery .............................. .
A.nderson, Lieut. H. R., Fourth Artillery ......................•.........
Batchelder, Maj. R. N ., quartermaster."................................ .
Baker, Capt. E. D., assistant quartermaster . .......................... ..
Brddle.v, Capt. G. W., as~istant quartermaster ......................... .
Barstow, Capt. S. F., assistant quartermao:Jter ......................... ..
Belcher, Capt. J. H., assistant qnartermast.er ......................... ..
Blunt, Capt. A. P., assistant quartermaster ............................ .
Banett, Lieut. Gregory, Tenth Infantry ............................... .
.13acon, Lieut. G. E., Sixteenth Infantry ............................... ..
Baldwin, Captain T. A., Tenth Cavalry .............................. ..
Baldwin, Lieut. J . H., Eighth Infantry ................................ .
Barnard, Lieut. P . P., Fifth Cavalry . ........... . ..................... ..
Bergland, Lieut. Eric, Engineer Corps ................................ ..
.Best, jr.,. Lieut. C. L. , First Artillery ................................... .
Bird, Lieut. Charles, Twenty-third Infantry ........ .................. ..
.Briggs, Lieut. T . B., Fourteenth Infantry .............................. .
Brow~, J.. ieut. R. P ., Fourth Infantry ........... .... ................... .
Brown, Lieut. E. T., Fifth Artillery .............. ........ , . . . . . . . . .... .
Bailey, J~ient. C. M., Eighth Infankv ....·............................. ..
Baclger, Lieut. William, Sixth Infantry ................. : .............. .
BallancP, Lieut. John G., Twenty-second Infantr.v ..................... .

$675
2, 2fi2
4,165
877
2, 171
1,550
4, 290
1, 464
562
776
662
25
172
79,955
326,696
!JO, 856
9, 207
237,849
23, 240
2, 324
4, 634
997
30, 895
1, 437
1, 699
6, 562
2, 714
1, 046
3::12
11, 484
9, 508
5, 3::13
2, 322
2, 898
2, 000
548
6, 704
1, 249
25,283
1,178
1, 693
1, 457
931
268
5, 903
87
1, 591
200
12,831
129
91
23,949
1, 374
2, 472
30
75,116
403, 411
a, 397
47, 465
17,333
7, 394
2, 404
525
24,127
$6,960
J, 530
3, 650
4, 229
1, 619
1, 290
621
3, 474
4, 654
329
10
4, 872
622
1, 846
437

~t~~~. t!:~:..r: ~·~1\~~t~~;~itf~~: ~: :~ ~::::::: ~:::::::::::::::::::::

B>1bb, Li\lut. J. W., Fourth Infantry ................................... .
Bnrnham, Lieut. D. R., Fifteenth. Infantry .......................... ... .
Brinkerho~, Lieut. H. R., Fifteenth Infantry ..... ............... ..... ..
BrontJan, Ltent. James, Seventeenth Infantry ... .. ................. .... .
.Brush, Lieut. D. ·H ., Seventeenth Infantry.............................. .
Hean, Lieut. J . W. , Fifteent.h Iufa utry ..... ........... ..... ........... ..
Bonesteel, Lieut. C. H. , Twenty-first Infantry ......................... .
H!Lckus, Lie.ut. G. B., First Cavalry ................................... ..
.illDgh!!-m. L1eut. Col. J.D., deputy qnartermaster-general ......... .... .
llnrt~n, Capt. G. H., Twenty-first Infantry ........................... ..
Babbttt, Capt. L. S., Ordnance Department ..................... .. ..... ..
Blunt, Lieut. S. E., Ordnance Department ............................. ..
Beck, Lieut. W. B., Fifth Artillery ........ ............................. .
Barber, Lieut. M ., Sixteenth Infantry ....................... , .......... .
Bloom, Li eut. J. E., Fourth Artillery .................. ............ ..... .
J3urns, Lieut. J. M., Sewnteentb Infantry ............................ ..
Bishop, Lieut. JohnS., Thirteenth Infantry .......................... ..
Burbank, Lieut. J. B., Third Artillery ................................ ..
Bradley, Lieut. J. H., Seventh Infantry ...... : ........................ ..
Chandler, Maj. J. G., quartermaster ................................. ..
Card, Maj. B. C., quarter~ aster .................. . .................... ..
Constable, Capt.. N. S., as~JHtaot quartermaster .. •. ......................
Campbell, Capt. L. E, asshtant quartermaster ......................... .
Ulark, Lieut. S. E., Seconcllnfantry ................................... ..
Chubb, Lieut. C. i5t.J., SevAnteent'b Infantry .......................... .
Colladay, Lieut. S. R., Tenth Cavalry ... .............................. ..
Cm·.v, Lieut. W. 0 ., Fifteenth Infantry ................................. .
Craigie, Lieut. D. J., Twelfth Infantry ............................... ..
Cranston, Lieut. J. R., T enth Infantry ................................. ..
<Jabaniss,~r., Lieut. C. H .. Ei~htbinfantry . ............................ ..
<Javanaug , Lieut. H. G., Thirteenth Infantry ....•.......................
Coale, Lieut. J. H., Second Cavalry ............ : ....................... ..
Com ba, Capt. R., Seventh Infantry ....................... . .. ............ .
Cooke, Lieut. L. W., '!'bird Infantry .................................... ..
Cook, Lieut. W. I., Mventeenth Infan try ............................ , .. .

&~:i\~/$~1\~~~iR~~:?r!~;J~?:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

<Jroz10r, Lteut. W., Fourth .Artillery .... .. .. .................... . ....... .
Custar, Lieut. B. M., Twent.v-fourth Infantry ........................... .

~~;it%n~tfet~~·A~ift~ f:i\~~~7v :~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ :::::: ~::: ~ ~: ~:: :: :~::::::::

CuLLon, Lieut. G. P., First Artillery .................................... ..

03
3:.!
67
98
63
84
15
27
65
39
02
25
60
49
3{i
95
35
03
83
47
60
70
27
30
91
23
67
96
00
88
75
22
00
49
38
12
13
06
88
50
06
83
59
87
05
55
72
00
{i9
65
88
72
10
50
00
83
58
02
44
89
90
05
40
25
51
27

Balance.

....... .$io'65
....................

--------·· ····
·----·-----·-·
849 06
·····-· · ·----113 43
151 40

.....................

--- ----------·-------------- ----- ·-----1, 000
7, ti45
2,!:160
18
66, {i41

00
57
0!)
6fi
86

...... ...................

-------------·

....... .. ....... ...

....... ........ ... ...

59 31

····--------....................... .
25 71
9 62

.........................

.................. .

....................... ..

--- -----·----·--·---------212 &9
--- ---------428 05
318 00

--- ------ ---- ·
-- ----- ------46 76
82 73

........ ·29·2o
1, 576 31
460 9;j.

..........................
.........................

-- ----- --- --··------------______ __ _ .. ___ _
. ..................... ..

-- ·--···· ··----- --- -------... ........... ,
------- ----- -----------·- 1, 664 11
232,893 01

·--- --------577 91
1, 430
187
35
70
1, 860

27
60
23 .
00
11

....................... .
.....................

$409 14
60 .........................
44 ......................
66 ... .....................
15 . ....................
94
1, 512 40
52 ......... .. ... . .........
18
157 80
E5 ............. . .............
47
414 4~
95 ..........................
66
1, 362 61
44 .......................
64
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·REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

Statement showing tht: anwunt expended by officers in Quarternwster's Department, 4-c.-Cont'd.
Names of officers.

I Expenditures.

Craft, L ieut. D. L., Sixth Infantry .... .. ................................ ..
Crawford, Lieut. M., Secoud Artillery .................................. ..
Cushman, Lieut. E., Sixteen t.h Infantry .................................. ·
Clarke, Liotlt. W. L., Twent.y-th ird infantry ........................... ..
Chance, Lieut. J. C., Thit teenth Infantr.v ... ........................... ..
Cowies, LiA ut. C. D., Twenty-third Infantry ............................ .
Capron, Lieut. '1'. H., Ninth Infantry . . . . . . . . .. • . .. . . .. . ............... .
Chester, Lieut. Jllmes, Third .Artillery ................................. .

gr;::d~y.~~j.\f.:s:;'"~iu!~'~~~-:a~\~~~~~~ ~ ~::: ~ ~ ~: ~ ~~ ~:: ~~:::: ~ :::::: ~:::::::
Duggan, Li~ut. W. '1'., Tenth Infant~y ............................ . ..... .
Daggett, Ltent. A. S., Second Infant.ry ................................. ..
D yer, Lieut. S. A., Twent.y third Infantry ........ .. ...................... .

E~:;~. t~~~~- ~~~-~siJ~ic~~~~; ~!. ~: ~::::::::: ~:::::::::: ~ ~:::::::::::

1

Davis, Lieut. T. H., Fi1teenth Infantry ... . ....... ...................... .
DeLany, Lieut. C. M., Fifteenth Infantry ......................... . .... ..

E:~:\t~rJ: IJ:: ~~;~~~~~~\~~~~~:~~:::~::::~:: : ::::::: ~:::::::: ::::~~:·

Dough erty, Lieut. W. W., Twenty-second Infa ntry ................•.....
Davies, Lieut. W. S., Thirteenth Infantry . ................. .... ......... .
Drury, Lieut. Thoma.-,-Second Infantry ............. .. ................. .
Easton, Col. L. C., assistant quartermaster-general ................... . .. .
Ekin, Li_eu t. Col. J . .A., deputy quartermaster-general .... .......... .. .. .
Eddy, L1eut. Col. A. R., deputy quartermaster-general. .. ............... .
Eckerson, Capt. T. J., assi~ t ant quartermqster .......................... .
Eskridge, Capt. R.I., Twenty-thinl Infantry ........................... ..
Earnest, Lieut. C. :L, Eigbtu Infantry .............................. ... . ..
Ebstein, Lieut. F. IrE., Twenty-first Infantry .. ... •....................
Everett, Lieut. William, Fourth Artillery .......................... . .. ..
Edwat·ds, Lieut. F. A., First Ca.valry .................. .............. .. ..
Furey, Capt. J. V., assistant quartermas ter . ................... ... ...... .
F orsyth, Capt. L. C., assif't.a nt quartermaster .....• .. .. ......... ..•......
Forbush, Lieut. W. C., Fifth Cavalry ............ .. ......... . .... ..... .. .
Fowler, Lieut. J. L., Second Cavalr·y . ....................... .... ... .... ..
Fisher, Lie ut. 1'. R., Twenty-secondinfantry .......................... ..
Farley, :h!Iaj. J.P., Ordnance Depattment .................. .... ..... . .. ~ .
Fuger, Lieut. F., Fourth Artill!.-r y ..................................... ..
Foote, Lieut. ~eorge I<'., E_ighth C~valry .....................•.. . ........
Fessenden, L1eut. J. A., Filth .Arttllery ............ .................... ..
Foster, Capt. C. W., assista.nt quartermaster ...... ...................... .
Fornance, Lieut. J ames, Thirteenth Infantry ..........•................
Fleming, Lieut. W. W., Twelfth Infantry .. ............................. .
Gilliss, Capt. James, assi::;tant quartermaster . ....................... .. . .
Grim,es, Capt. E. B., assistant quarterm~ster ... ..................... .. .. .
Grealish, Capt. M. J., Ordo::tJice Department ............................ .
Gibbs, Lieut. E. B:, Sixth Infantry ............... ................... .. .. .
Guard, Lieut. A. J\fcU., Nineteenth Infantry ............................ .
Gerlach, Lieut. W., Third Infantry ..................................... .
Greene, Lieut. D. M., Sixth Cavalry .. .. . . .. . . . • .. .. .................. .
Gore, Lieut. J. M ., Twenty-seconr:l Inf<~.ntry ........... . . ............... .
G~stin, Lieut..r. H., Fourteenth Infantry.............. . ............... .
G1lbreath, Capt. E. C., Eleventh Infantry ...... .. ... ............. ....... .
Greene, Lieut. B. D., Engineer Corps . ... ........................... .... .
Garvey, Lieut. Thomas, First Cavalry .......... ...................... ..
Gilman, Lieut. B. H., Thirteenth I nfantry ......... .. ................. ..
Goe, Lieut. J . .B., Thirteenth Infantry ....... . .......... , ............ , ..
Guthrie, Lieut. J. B., Thirteenth Infantry ............................ ..
~ ifford, Litmt. J. H., Second Artillery ... .............................. .
Hobart, Capt. C .. Third Infantry ..... . .. ........ .....•. . •.. ......... .. .•
Homer, L ieut. \V. B., Fifth .Artillery .. ..... ......... ..... ......... ..... .
Hofmal? , Li ~~ t. W. E., Ninth In_fantry ............................... ..
Hay, L1eut. Charles, Twenty-th1rd In fan try . ....... ....... ...•.....• . ...
Harwood, Li ut. Paul, Twentieth Infantry ............................ ..
Huston, Lieut. J. F., Twentieth Infantry ............................. ..
Hannay, Lieut. John \V., Third Infantry ...... ......... ...... ......... ..
Holabird, Lieut. Col. . .B., deputy quartermaster-generaL ..... . ........ .
Hughe, Maj. W. B. ,quartcrmaster ........ .. ... ....................... ..
Ho.v&, Capt. C. H., assistant quartermaster ........ ..................... .
lloskios. Lieut. ,J. . C., Third Artillery .............................. ..
.'H eath, Lieut. Frank, Ordnance Department ................ ..... ... .... .
Harri , Lieut. H. L., First Artillery........ . .......................... .
Ileintzelman, Capt. C. S., assistant quarterma.~ter ..... ........ . ....... ..
Hog •ins, Lieut. E. L, , econd Artillery .. ........ ....... ............... . .
He , Lieut. F. W ., ThirdArtill ry .............. ....................... .
Howard, Lieut. V. T., cond Artillery ................................ .
Hall, Lieut. . B., 'ineteenth Infantry .. ... ............................ .
Rammonrl, Lieut. C. L., Third Cavalry ................ ................ ..
Ilamner, Lieut. W. H., Twentiethinfantry ............................. .
lla.ll, Lieut. W. P., Fifth Cavalry .... .......... .. .... ................. . ..
lrlamilton. Li ut. Jobn, Fir.st In'fantry ................................ ..
ardiu, Lieut. E. E., 'eventh Infantry ..... .......................... .. .

$ 1,273 16
2:34 56
577 10

2:34
1, ll6
1, 2:2fi
3, 707
54
98
54, 172
482
20
1, 591
1J, 086
1, 499
604
1, 002
6:3(i
170, 6~4
275
320
555
254, Ot3
3:33,612
49, 170
9,07:3
1, 894
2, 106
3, 780
872
156
107, 565
139, 503
2, 670
1, 543
1, 9:32
1, 1:l3
3, 453
44, 330
7, 724

2;\

Balance.
$129 70

. .......................
....... ..................
. .................... ......
... .......................
.......... ........ .........

4;)
40
O:.J ....... .. ...............
00 ... ....... ....... .......
83 ........... .. .........
98
6, 532 05
35
133 Oil
50 ... ...... ...... .... .........
14
38
38 ................ ............
50
6 05
05 . ........................
30
137 63

1e

85
40
96
61
87
52
46
59
46
37
22
O!J
00
65
94
00
25
42
43
53
76
80
on 2:l
316 77
464 80
295, 528 49
429, 095 75
2, 786 00
262, 662 81
12, OE6 62
3, 381 44
3, 431 05
319 93
1, 420 05
11 00
113 00
10,527 57
36 60
3:10 90
1, 765 90
310 00
741 15
453 84
529 75
3, t.03 45
384 65
514 25
137 89
10, 175 71
34, 865 34
567, 9tl0 55
4, 184 55
125 00
1, 141 95
69, 185 49
1, 404 77
150 80
2, 088 92
7, 615 27
1, 112 56
99,842 6:i
1, 640 55
2, 069 50
4, 427 lO

...................... ...
13, 499 29

... .......................

..........................
.......... ... .... . .....
35, 622 28
68, 753 13
5, 056 64

.........................
. .... . ............ . ......
5 15

... ........ ................

1, 6il 39

..................... . .

72,451 02
17, 678 l:Sl

........................ .

. .........................
11 48

.........................
........................

24, 81! 69

........................
.........................
........................ .

........................
13,756 8!!
86, 542
6
32,615
3

16
75
10
24

... -........ . -.
~

189 36

.......................

729 13

.................... ...

..... ....................
....... ... ...........
.......... .............

......... ...............
............... ..........
. ............ .. - ........
~

... ... ..... .............

................ ... .....

..........................
..........................
------······ ··

.......................
............. ....... . . .

794 l:l4
2tl9 0:.1
64, 748 87
1, 4 4 41
100 04

........... . . ......... .
10, 176 71

.........................
... ....... ......... .......
.............. ..........
......... ....... . ......
.................. .......

.........65'99
135 91)
70 44

/
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.

Statement showing amounts expended by officers in Quarterrnastet's Depm·tment, g·o.-Cont'd.
Names of officers.

·E xpenditures.

Hoyle, Lieut. Georg& S .. First Cavalry ................................ ..
Hyde, Lieut. J. McE, Ei!!bth Infautr.v ................................ ..
Hoyt, Lieut. Geor~e H., Ei~lneenth I_nfantry ........................... .
Humphrey, Lieut. C. F., Fourth Art1llery .............................. .
llall, Lieut. Joseph, Fourteenth Infantry ............................. ..
lla11kell, Capt. J. T., 'l'wenty-thml Infantry ........................... ..
Halloran, Lieut. James, Twelfth Infantry ............................ ..
Hunter, Lieut. Ed., .First Cavalry . ............................ --~ .... ..
Humphrey, Litmt . .B.S., Nir.•h Cavalry ................................ .
Haskell, Lit~ut. H. L., Twelfth Infantry ............................... ..
Hoyle, Lieut. Eli D., Second Artillery ........................ .'.......... '
Iugalls, Col. R, assistant quartermaster-general ...................... ..
In)!ersoll, Maj. E., Ordnance Department ........................... , ...
Ingalls, Lieut. J. M ., l<'irst A.rtiller.v .................................. ..
Jan es, Capt. H. W., assistant quartermaster .......................... ..
Jones, Lit·ut. l!'. ll., Third Inf,wtry ... .................................. .
Jacobs, Lieut. J. W., Seventh Infantry ................. . ............. ..
Jouett, Lieut. J. S.. T enth Cavalry .................................... ..
James, Lieut. W. H. W., 'fwenty-fourt.b Infantry-...................... .
Jama•·, Lieut M. F., Thirteenth Iufantry ............................. ..
Jones, Lieut. S. R., Fourth Artillery ..................... ~ ............ ..
Kirk. Capt. E. B., assistant quartermaster ............................. .
Kimball, Capt. A. S., assistant quartermaster ........................ ..
Keeffe, Lieut. J., Fourth Infantr.v ..................... ................ ..
Kingsbury, Lieut. G. W., Twelfrh Infantry ... ........................ ..
Kinz 1e, Lieut. F. X ., T • entieth Infantry ............................. ..
King, Lieut. J. S, Twelfth Infantry ................................... .
Keutlall, Lieut. H. M .. Sixth Cavalry .......... .. ...................... ..
Lndiugton , Maj. M. I .. quartermaster ................................. ..
Lee, Capt. J. G. C., assistant quartermast«:~r ............................ ..
Lord, C;~pt. J. H., asHistant quartt•rmaster .......... . .................. ..
Lord, Lieut. I'. W., Twentieth Infantry ................................ .
Leefe, Lieut. J. G., Nineteenth Infantry ................ ·----· ........ ..
LaPoint, Lieut. H. C , Second Cavalry ................................ ..
Lawton, Lieut. H. W., Fourth Cavalry ................................ ..
Leary, Lieut. P., jr., lfonrt.b Artillery ................................. ..
Longhborough, Lieut. R. H. R., Twenty-fifth Infantry .................. .
Ln.tf, Lieut. E., Eighth Cavalry ......................................... .
L;vou, Lieut. M. W., Ordnance Department ............................ ..
Lincoln, Lieut. S. H., 'l'11nth Iu fautry .................................. ..
Lewis, Lieut. G., Fifth Infantry .................. ..................... .
JJoclnvood, Lieut. J. B., Twenty-third Infantry ......................... .
Love, Lieut. G. M., Sixteenth Infantry ................. .. ............ ..
Lyster, Capt. W. J., Nineteenth Infantry .... .... . ...................... .
Lee, Lieut. J. M .. Ninth Infl).ntry . .. .... ............................... .
Lassiter, Lieut. William, Sixteeuth Iufantry .......................... ..
Myers, M~j. ·w illiam, quartermaster .. ................ : .......... ·..... ..
Moore, Maj . J. M., quartermaster ..... .................................. .
McGnnnigte, Capt. A. J., assistant quartermaster ...................•....
Marshall, Capt. J. M., a8sistant qtmrtermaster ...............•........ _.
McKeeYer, Lieut. S.tmuel, Second Infantry ...................... _...... .
Miller, Lieut. C. P., Fourt.h Artille1·y .................................. ..
Miltemore, Lieut. A. E., First Artilter.v ................................. .
Morrison, Lieut. T. W., Sixteenth Infantry ............................ ..
Morton, Lieut. A., Ninth Infantry ............ .. : ....................... ..
Murphy, Lieut. John, Fourteenth Infantry ............................ ..
:Mann, Lieut. W. A., Seventeenth Infantry ..... : ........... _........... .
Mills, Lieut. F. H., Twenty-fourth Infantry .................... _.. _..... .
McFarland, Lieut. W. C., Sixteenth Infantry ......... _......... _..... _..
Morrison, Lieut. J. T., Tenth Cavalry .. ........ .......... .............. ..
Macomb. Lieut. M. M., l!' onrth Artillery .............................. ..
McAuliffe, Lieut. J . R., Fifth Artillery ................................ ..
McCaleb, Lieut. T. S., Ninth Infantry ............ . .................... ..
Monisoo, Lieut. C. C., Sixteenth Iufantry .......... _................... .
M!ller, L~eut. W. A., Eighteenth Infantry ......... .... ............. .... .
M1lter. L1eut. JameR, Second Infantry ................. ..... .... _...... ..
MaRt! Lieut.~- L., Second Infantr.v ............................ ... ...... ..
McGuvray, L1eut. John, Second Artillery ... .............•............. ..
McCaskey, Capt. W. S., Twentieth Infantry ............ ......... _..... ..
Maurice, Lieut. T. D., Second Artillery ................................. .
Mulhall, Lieut. S. J., Fourteenth Infantry ... ................... .... ... ..
Mumford, Lieut. 'I'. S., Thirteenth Infantry ............................ ..
Maguire, Lieut. E., Engineer Corps .... ................................ ..
McDermott, Lieut. G., .l!'ifth Infantry .................................. ..
Mellen, Lieut. A. H., Second Artillery ................................. ..
Moore, Lieut. II. DeW., Twenty·firstlnfaitry ......................... ..
Manning, Lieut. W. C., Twenty-third Infantry ........... .............. ..
Nichols, Lieut. F. C., First Artillery .................................. ..
Nickerson, Lient. J.D., Seventeenth Infantry .............. ........... ..
Norton, Lieut. C C., First Cavalry .................................... ..
Norwood, Lieut. R., Second CaYalry ....... ........... ............ ...... ..

. $2,928 61
6, 986 85
440 08
195 33
1, 898 59
157 70
2, 904 81
938 87
337 fi2
2, 248 98
80 :H
32,217 03
4, 313 95
874 78
75, :~27 67
6,142 28
47,124 71
l:l84 50
386 25
:-3:30 40
357 42
214, !J4:3 :n
5~. 954 Ol
1, 692 77
1. 154 05
], 019 45
2, 163 83
1, 667 56
489, 464 48
79, 138 49
145, 713 51
3, 366 99
13, 999 49
4, 475 24
15,9:18 55
366 00
138 55
2. 78ti 68
5; 950 31
1, 1E'6 70
14,430 22
50 00
2, 907 30
667 90
438 20
32 01
363, R71 16
48 • 514 27
194, 769 29
118, 473 22
2, 609 35
39, 799 32
2, 129 34
1, 322 :~9
9, 94~ 99
19, 524 71
996' 15
723 10
2, 673 41
1, 043 70
4, 204 22
5, 756 16
402 99
1, 613 8 1
1, 584 10
91 10
2, 022 38
5, 096 0:3
112 20
1, 960 68
827 41
]U l 80
7~3 74
650 90
342 55
32 20
918 28
32 00
219 20
29,991 36
137 50

Balance.

.. .......$o·so
. .......................
. .......

-. . -. ....
"'

~

. ........................
. .........................
48 56
. ........................

. ..........................

. .........................

... .......................
. ..........................

.. ........................

. .........................
2, 997
94
15, 921
54
1, HJ7

93
20
63
91
69

........................

------- --- ----

1, 301 27
16,0:-35 03

..........................
..........................

49 10
38 65
........................
119, 152 34
3, 300 65
........................

... .......................
.......................
.........................
..........................

... .....................
... .......................
11,218 7~
190 45
69
14, 962 12

................. ... ....

3 90

........................
.........................
.........................
64,912
72, 704
2, 197
2, 307

03
31
98
59

.........................

9, 240 54

........... ...............
........................
.................... ... ....

725 00

.........................
........................
..........................
..........................
......... .......... . ......

.1, 184 59
60

... .............. . ........
... ........................

.......................
596 93

... .......................
... ......................
1
330
138
8, 4:37

88
79
20
25

.... ....................
..........................
........................
. .....................

........................
31 56

...........................
.........................
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taternent showing anwunts expended by officers in Quarterrnaster's Department, 4'c.-.,-Cont'd.
Names of officers.

Expenditures.

OlmRtead, Lieut. J. A., Thirteenth Infantry .•...............•••.........
O'Brien, Lieut. J. J ., Fourth Infantry .................................. .
O'Connell, Lieut. .J. J., First Infantry ................................. ..
Ogle, Lieut. A., Seventeenth Infantry ................................. ..
O'Brien, Lieut. L. M., Seventeenth Infantry . ........................... .
Osgood, Lieut. H. B., Third Artillery ................................... .
Perry, Lieut. Col. A. J., deputy quartermaster-general ................. ..

$531
3, 969
1, 120
734
17t:!
146
384,307
35,374
4, 357
2, 455
2, 052
664
2, 617
:l, 324
29, 496

~f:~~~: ~:~l/E.;~,~~!~r~~=~~~Y ~::: ::::::::::::::::::::: ::~:::: ::::::

Potts, Lieut. R. D., Third Artillery .................................... ..
Paddock, Lieut. G. H., Fourth Artillery ................................ .
Patterson, Lieut. G. T. T., Fourteenth Infantry ........................ ..
Pitman, Lieut. John, Ordnance Corps .................................. ..
Poland, Capt. M. L., Ordnance Corps ................................... .
Penney, Lieut. C. G., Sixth Infantry .................................. ..
Pitcher, Lieut. W. L., Eighth Infantry ................................ ..
Patterson, Lieut. R. H., First Artillery ................................. .
Parkhurst, Lieut. U. D., First Cavalry .................................. .
Palmer, Lieut. G. H., Sixteenth Infantry . . ............................. .
Pa.yne, L~eut. J. A., NinE_~teenth Infantry .......................• .. ......
Qmnn, L1eut. J. B., En,gmeer Corps ................................... ..
Quinan, Lieut. W. R., Fourth Artillery ................................. .
Quimby, Lieut. H. B., Twenty-fifth Infantry .... . ....•................. .
Quinby, Lieut. Ir&, Eleventh Infantry .................................. .
Quiim, Capt. T. F., Fourth Infantry ................................... ..
Quentin, Lieut. ,J. E., Fourteenth [nfantr_v ............................ ..
H.ucket·, Col. D. H., assistant quarterma8ter·general .................... .
Reynolds, Maj C. A., quartermaster ...... . ............................. .
Rohinson, Cant. A. G., assistant quartermaster ......................... .
Rockwell, Capt. A . .1!'., assistant quartermaster .........•................
Reilly, Lieut. H. J., Fifth Artillery ..................................... .
Robinson, Lieut. '1'. B., Nineteenth Infantry ............•................
Rowell, Lieut. C. W., Second Infantry ................................ ..
Rice, Lieut. W . F., Twenty-third Infantry ............................. .
Riley, Lieut. T. F., Twenty-first Infantry ............................. ..
Ray, Lieut. P. H., Eighth Infantry .................................... .
Reynolds, Lieut. A., Twentieth Infantry ............................. ..
Ritzius, Lieut. H. P., '.rwenty·fifth Infantry ........................... ..
Rouinson, Lieut. W. W .. Seventh Cavalry ............................. ..
Randall, Lieut. E. L., Fifth Infa,n try .................................. ..
Reed, Lieut. W. I., Seventh Infantry . ................................. ..
Ruhlen, Li ut. George, Seventeenth Infantry ......................... ..
Rawolle, Lieut. W. C., Second Cavalry ................................. .
Rutherford, Lieut. R G., Twelfth Infantry •.................... . ..•. . ...
Robinson, Lieut. D., Seventh Infantry ................................ ..
Reedy, Lieut. W. J., Twenty-second Infantry ......................... .
Russell, Lieut. E. K., First Artillery ................................. ..
Ropes, Lient. J. M., Eighth Cavalry ......... ......................... ..
Saxton, Lieut. Col. R., deputy quartermaster-general. •. :'............... .
Sawtelle, Maj. C. G., qu:ntMmaster . .................................. ..
Scully, Capt. J. W., a Mi tant quartermaster .·......................... ..
mitb, Capt G. C., assistant quartermaster ................... .. ...... .
Stran~r, Capt. E. J., assistant quartermaster ........................... .
, impson, Capt. John, a!lsistant quartermaster ......................... ..
age, Lieut. G. E., Fifth Artiller.\' ..................................... ..
llmer, Lieut. Charles, Third .d.rtillery ...........................·.. ..
Shaw, Lieut. R. G., First Artillery .... ..................... ....... ..... .
impson, Lieut. W. A., ecoud .d.rtillery .............................. ..
Smith, Lieut. Theo., Fifteenth Infantry ............................... ..
touch, Lieut. G. \V. H., Third Infantry .............................. ..
:w U(ly, L teut. H ., Fourth Cavalry .................................... .
cott, Lieut. John, Fourth Infantry ............................. ..... ..
, arson, Lieut. H. B., Second Infantry ................................. ..
Steven Ron, Lieut. J.D., Eighth Gavalry .............................. .
Schwatka, Lieut. l!'., Third a.valry ..... ............................. ..
mith, Li nt. G. R, Tw 1ft~· T'lfmtry ............................... ..
.'tafford, Lieut. . R., Fifteenth Infautry .............................. .
'tewart, Lieut. W. F., Fom th Artillery .............................. ..
, tille, Lieut. L. R., Twenty·tbird Infantry ............................ ..
ton , Lieut. E. W., Twenty-first Infantry ............................ .
bel by, Lieut. L .1 Sixteenth Infantry ............................... .
mitb, Lieut. L., Toirrl Artillery ..... ......................... ...... ..
ullivan, hlnj. T. '., Com mi. sary ub istence ........................ ..
'mitb, Lieut. F. ., Twelfth Infantry ................................ ..
, tur~ri , 'o!. . D., 'l'ventb Gavalr.v . .................................. .

··y~~~n~g~~r\~;.::t'·:. E;&~':J!'r ~r~~~ :::: : ::::::::: ~: ::::::::::: ~ ~:::

:p ncer, Li ~ut. ... corg K., Nineteenth Infantry ........... ............. .

·.umm •h_a 'CR. Li ut..J. W., Eighth Infantry .......................... .
1 horn , Lt nt. P. I., Tw nty·s cond Infantry ......................... .
Thorp, Lieut. F .. Fif h Artillerv .................................... ..
Tiernon, Capt. J. L., Third Artillery .................................. ..

33
56
45
30
55
93
94
59
!l:l
46
71
45
04
27
41
1, 4~2 76
198 54
517 75
2, 464 22
2, 644 10
376 10
671 59
4, 2!14 51
5, 001 16
1, 184 05
54 05
383,625 83
199,633 93
64, 317 65
623,804 70
7, 448 98
2, 402 91
2, 810 R2
3, 619 63
997 57
2, 879 37
2,165 85
3, 278 00

Balance.
$13 48
291 0~
12 30

167, 198
17, 865
129
3, 022
130

31
4:1
00
84

Btl

.........83.35

97 05
1, 736 48
321 54.
56,502
33,769
5, 971
89, 2 4
2, 214

15

n

62
99
82

4 50
25 78

1, 901 79

30, 676 61
574 54
11,133 80
453 10
966 13
382 00
598 73
173 55
176 62
12, 91i6 73
48, 703 01
5, 320 61
20,581 26
4t, !.!55 18
16, 4!'i!l 24
2, 225 18
1, 294 43
694 11
1, 753 15
791 65
~. 913 32
14,571 79
2, 34:> 85
4 227 t:l7

3:795 94

2, 070 25

783
37 322
I
47
1, 657
9, 573

4
40
74

57

40
222 54

592 34
10
141 45

2, 426 43
4, 736
2,204
86
6, 821
4, 70
3, 660
3!)4
160
19
4.l
1, 37fi

84 . ........ ... ..
41.
233 27
96
76
741 24
10
95
50
17
96
25
~

499 34

2, 421
255
5, 360
24, 76
l, 034

65
81
!)!)
79
01
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Statement showing amounts expended by officers in Quartermaster's Department, g.c.-Cont'd.
Names of officers.

Expenditures.

True, Lieut. T. E., Fourth Infantry ...........•..•.•............. .. .....
Thompson, Lieut. J". M., Twenty-fourth Infantry ....................... .
Tear, Lieu t. W., Twt>nty-fifth Infantry ................................ .
Tilton, Lieut. P., Twentieth Infantry . .............. .. .............·.•...
Tay1or, Lieut. A. H. M., Nineteenth Infantry ....·...................... .
Taylor, Lieut. D. M., Ordnance Department ............................ .
Thompson, Lieut. J.P., Third Infantry . ............................... .
Trotter, Capt. F. E., Fourteenth Infantry .............................. .
Tyler, Capt. George L., Second Cavalry ............................... ..
Taber, Lient. H. S., En!!:ineer Corps ................................... .
Trout, Lieut. John F., Twenty-third Infantry .......................... .
Troxel, Lieut. T. G .., Seventeenth Infantry ...... . .........·............. .
Tyler, Lieut. C. R., Sixteenth Infantry ... ......... ............. . ..•.....
1.'aylor, Ueut. George McM., Twenty-third Infantry ................... .
Upham, Lieut. F . K., First Cavalry .................................... ..
Von Schrader, Lieut. F., Twelfth Infantry ...... . .................. ... ..
V:wce, Lieut. R., Nineteenth Infantry ................................. .
Vinal, Lieut. W. H., Sixteenth Infantry ............................... .
Varnnm, Lieut. C~ A., Seventh Cavalry ....................... ... ..... ..
Vernon, Lieut. C. A., Nineteenth Infantry .......•.......................
Vogdes, Lieut. A. W., Fifth Artillery .................................. .
Vnn Or-sdale, Lieut. J. T., Seventh Infantry ........................... ..
White, Lieut. John C., First Artillery . ................................ :
Weeks, M11.j. George H., quartermaster . ............................... .
W~tger, Lieut. B., Se0ond Artillery ·.................................... .
Ward, Lieut. H. C., Hxteenth Infantry ................................. .
W eaver, Lieut. E. M., jr.. Second Artillery ........ ................... ..
Williams, Lieut. C. W., Eighteenth Infantry ........................... .
Weston, Capt. John F., Commissary Subsistence ............. .... ...... .
Wnrd, Lieut. F. K., First Cavalry ...................................... .
Warrens, Lieut. C. H., Fourteenth Infantry ............................ .
Weir, Lieut. W. B., Ordnance Department ............................. .
Wesendorf, Lieut. Max, First Cavalry .................................. .
Witherill, Lieut. C. T., Nineteenth Infantry . ...............•..•.........
Wotherspoon, LiEiut. W. W., Twelfth Infantry ........................ .
Wainwright., Lieut. R. P. P., First Cavalry ............................. .
Waters, Lieut. B. N., Fifteenth Infantry ........................... ·~---Williams, Lieut. A., Third Infantry ......... . ..................•..... ...
Wilson, Lieut. George S., 'fwelfth Infantry ....................... .. ... ..
Woodward, Lieut. S. L., Tenth Cavalry ................................. .
·whitman, Lieut. R. E., Fifth Cavalry ................................... .
W ehster, Lieut. George 0., Fourth Infantry ........................... .
. Wolf, Lieut. N .. Second Artillery .... ..... .. .. ......... .. .. . ......... . . .
Whiteside, Capt. S.M., Sixth Cavalry ....................... ......... ..
Williams, Lieut. W. M., Nineteenth Infantry .......................... .

$ 1,282
23, 4tl9
J, 249
1, 514
601
1, 526
780
825
230
253
245
2, 796
207
111
16, 476
117
3, 007
2, 512
4, 344
1, 420
2, 449
513
94
175,722
1,147
1, 2i7
1, 367
3,9;H
2,125
14, 374
22, 669
4, 0!16
19,945
7, 720
9, 459
2, 372
1, (106
1, 579
2,::105
762
975
6, 253
1, 750
2::10
5, 027
1, 527
·17:i
592
1, 800
41:!7
703
102
236
315

;r~~~r~ic~~t~J:·B:~o~~~~~ 8~;~~~~ ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Wieting, Lieut. 0. L., Twenty-third Infantry .......................... .
Wy~rant-, Lieut. Henry, Twenty-fourth Infantry ...................... .
Wetherill, Lieut. A. M, Sixth Infantry ............................... ..
Whitall, Li.ent. S. R., Sixteenth Infantry .......... .................... ..
Williams. Lieut. C. A .. Twenty-first Infantry ....................• : .... .
Young, Lieut. R. H., Fourth infautry ................................. ..
Young, Lieut. GeorgeS., Seventh Infantry .......... ................ .. ..
Total. .................... . ...................................... .

21
15
00
65
OJ

Balance.

...................

.................

.........$7-oo
24 43
342 40
56:'3 35

71
4:~

r5 ......................

00
!!0
00
53
15
00
01
00

:n

15
72
20
60
01
50
74
28
65
70
23
09
59
07
30
53
51
02
10
84
75
74
80
30
65
00
3tl
4:1
25
54
35
13
90
92
26
10
80

..................... -· ....
......................
......... .. .......

......................
.......................
.....................
4, 917 30

...................
....................
.... ... ........ .. . . .

------···----

.........................
. ................

.....................
......................
....................
.... .. .... ............
.....................
.....................

1 33

..................
....................

20 05
92 33

..................... ...
....................

.......................

.....................

.......................

..

.......................
...................

........... ............

1, 105 30

......................
.......................

...... .... . . .. ..... ..
........................
................ ... ....
---· ·· ···· ···---·- · ··· ····-

---- -------- ·-------- ---- --

................ .. .......
................... . ..

406 65

9, 586, 875 68

1, 672, 280 60

The following table exhibits the num.ber of wagons, spring-wagons,
ambulances, harness, &c., on hand at the beginnjng aud end of the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, and purchased during the year, as
sllown by the returns of quartermasters' stores received at this office:
-d

"tt'g-

~

0~

~

-~

-a...

~id
as"'~

p
~

b.O

1'1 •
......
.-o
:::1::1

·; ~
s..=<
a;, I':
p~ 0

- - - - - - --··

i~RJ~~~~i~~~ ~ ~: ~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.
Wagon-harness ........................ ... ....... ......... ..... ..... .

2, 520
2!10
136
18, 833
Am bulance-barness . ........................... .. ................... . 4, 151
Cart· harness .. ............... ...... ................. .' ............... .
533

242

n

47
2,178
194
e8

316
40
21
3,:-158
371
98

2, 3:lE
101
128
13,2: 9
\ 1, 1!04
315
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Statement of fuel, forage, and 8tm1v issued dttring the fi.scal yea1· ending June 30, 1877, as
shown by the 1·eturns of quartm·masters' stores received at this office.
Cords.
Wood, hard............................................................

~~?.d~:;~~~~it·e":::: :~: ::::: ~: :: L::~:: :::::::::::: :::~ :: :~::: ~:::

Ton::.

Bushel~.

57, 352

:::: ... ~~~ :~: . ·--i9; o2i · ··· · ·· · · ..

Coal, bituruinous. .... . . ... . . . . .. . . . . . . . .... .. .... .. . ..... ............ ... . . . . .. . . . .

Hay............................... . .................................... . .. ... . ...

Fodder........................................................ . . . . . . . . .... .. . . . .

Straw .......................................................... ,................ .

Oats ............................ . . .. ........................... ·····-··· ...... ....
Corn................................... . .............................. . ......... .
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
]~ran................................. . .......................... . ...... ... . .. .. .
'

20, 166
58, 095

119 . ••••••••.

3,078 ........ ..
965, 7f12
6!10, 451
126, 4:l7
52,649

By reduction of the clerical force of this office, under the law of Angust 15, 1876, this branch lost six clerks, one of class four, two of class
two, and three of class one, and as a consequence the work of ex~ mining
accounts and returns has fallen in arrears.
There were unexamined_in the files of this offioe July 1, 1876, accountR,
387; returns, 41.7; and on July 1, 1877, accounts, 1,458 ; returns, 680.
The other work has been kept up. To keep up the work of examination of accounts and returns, it will be necessary to add. three goou and
efficient clerks to the force now employed.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J.D. BINGHAM,
Deputy Quartermaster-General, Brevet Brigadier-General, U. S. A.
The QuARTERMASTER-GENERAL
of the Army.
Report of Lieut. Ool. J.D. Bingham, deptttty qucwtermaster-general, as to
the operations of the clothing branch.

·WAR DEPAR'l'MENT,
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFI CE,

Washington, D. 0., .Atttgust 28, 1877.
I have the honor to submit the following report of the
clothing branch of this office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877:
The clothing branch is cllarged with the purchase and manufacture
of clothing, camp and garri on equipage, the issue from tlle general
d~pots of such as may be required by the Army, and the examination
of the accounts of officers responsible for clotlling, camp and garrison
equipage.
Statement .A, accompanying- this report, shows the clothing and
equipage on hand June 30, 1876, the quantit.v purchased, manufactured,
gained, sold, expended, and is ued to the Army, and the quantity remaining in depot June 30, 1877, subject to future order~.
The expenditures on account of clothing and equipage are given in
the accompanying statem nt, marked B.
A claim was recei,cd from the National Home for Disabled Volunt eer ldier , in January la t, for 1,487 suit of clothin g, or th e equivalent, valued at 32,758.61, under the act of Oongres approved Janual'y
23, 1873, granting to each inmate of the home one complete snit, or its
quivalen in other clothing.
Full suit not being on band, the Secretary of War authorized settleGENERAL:
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ment of the claim by issue of an equivalent of such articles of clot hing
as were available for the purpose, but directed that the president of the
national home be informed that this department cannot any longer
furnish the amount of clothing required by the home, or its equivalents,
and that the home must hereafter look to Congress for appropriations
for this purpose. Statement E, shows what articles ba ve been issued
under this decision during the last fiscal year, the money-value of same,
and the amonut still due.
Clothing to the value of $31,739.83 bas been issued by the Q.uartermaster's Department to prisoners confined at the military prison at Fort
Leavenworth, Kans., during the past fiscal year.
Tbe appropriation for clothing has been reimbursed to the amount of
$18,415 from the prison appropriation, under the decision of the Secretary of War ·dated June 5, 1877, that being the amount specifically estimated for and appropriated by Congress for the purchase of clothing for
military prisoners. There is a deficiency of $13,264.83 still due to this
department.
The accompanying statement F shows the quantities of clothing thus
issued, and the money-value of the same.
Statement G shows the articles of clothing and equipage issued by this
department to Indian prisoners at Fort Marion, Fla., and the sum
which bas been collected on that account from the Interior Department,
amounting to $2,594.46.
·
As indicated in the last annual report, the officers on duty at the
Philadelphia depot of the Quartermaster's Department were directed to
attend the congress of shoe and leather dealers, assembled at Philadel- ·
phia to demonstrate the relative merits of oak and hemlock tanned
leather. The result of the observations of those officers is set forth in
the very full report of Capt. John F. Rodgers, military storekeeper,.
herewith submitted, marked H.
Reports with refereuce to the serviceability of the 25,000 worsted
stockings purchased for trial, and referred to iq my last annual report,
show that they bave not met with universal favor. No more will, therefore, be procu reo.
The articles of clothing aud equipage exhibited at the Philadelphia
Int~rnational Exhibition in 1876 have been returned to the Philadelphia
depot for preservation a,nd safe-keeping. The United States Centennial
Commission has decreed to the War Department an award on the flags
and uniforms exhibited by the Quartermaster's Department.
Under the joint resolution of Congress approved January 26, 1877,
200 old-pattern woolen blankets have been issued to the superintendent
of the Reform School of the District of Columbia.
The attention of this office having been called to the fact that the
forage -cap cover8 heretofore supplied were seldom, if ever, required by
tbe enlisted men, the opinions of a large number of the officers of the
Arm.v were called for, and, as it appeared that nearly all of them were
opposed to the further issue of cap-covers, it has been decided to discontinue their purehase, and they have been omitted from the supplytable.
·
A supply of buffa.Io coats and felt boots, the latter purchased from
tlle Berlin Felt Company of Ontario, Canada, was procured and issued
to the troops during the campaign again 't India,ns last wiuter. The
felt boots do not seem to have given satisfaction. Officers prefer a
common moccasin made of cfeer-skin, or the arctic overshoe furnished
by thi department.
16 w
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Complaints were received from the Department of the Platte that
the seal-skin gauntlets furnished were of inferior quality.
Iuvestigation has demonstrated that these articles are not adapted to
the military service, the skins of which they are made becoming brittle
when dried after having been wet. Those purchased and issued proved
to be in exact accordance with the standard adopted by the Secretary
of War upon the recommendation of the board of officers convened by
Special Orders No. 264, Adjutant-General's Office, 1875.
The question of continuing the supply of seal-skin caps and gauntlets
bas been submitted to the General of the Army, to which no reply has
yet been received. ·
Meanwhile the department has endeavored to obtain a sample of
good, warm, woolen mittens to take the place of the gauntlets, aud it ig
believed to have succeeded in procuring a senTiceable article. Further
action in the matter will be taken hereafter.
Steps have been taken to strengthen the metallic cap -ornaments, such
as crossed sabers, rifles, and eagles. They will be made in future of
heavier metals. Standards and new specifications therefor have been
procured and distributed to officers of the department.
The attention of the Quartermaster-General having been called to an
adjustable stencil-plate recentl_y introduced into the trade, orders have
been given to allow it to enter into competition with those heretofore
purchased for use of the Army.
On examination of the large stock of hospital tents left on hand at the
close of the war, it was ascertained that they bad deteriorated somewhat in strength.
The authority of the Secretary of War to issue them, in lieu of common tents, to the enlisted men in summer camps and. cantonments,
was therefore obtained, and. some have been issued accordingly.
In order to reduce the number of flags issued to the Army 'annually,
the War Department, upon the recommendation of this office, decided
to furnish the large garrison flag ouly to garrisons on the Atlantic and
Pacific coasts; the name of the "storm" :flag was changed to "post"
flag, and is furnished to every military post in the country, to be hoisted
only in fair weather. The ''recruiting" flag was also made the ''storm"
flag, and will be used not alone for recruiting purposes, but also at each
military post and national cemetery, to be hoisted. in stormy weather.
In view of the large number of bugles left over from the stock on
hand at the close of the war, and the frequent requisitions for these
instruments from foot-companies, the Quartermaster-General recommended to the ~ecretary of War the promulgation of a general order
authorizing the isi::iue of bugle to foot-troops, in addition to the drum and
fife. The order has been issued, and these articles are now supplied
to foot-companies.
In order to test the practicability of making shoes for the Army by
the labor of the pri oners at the military pri on at Fort Leavenworth,
Kans., the Secretary of War, on the lOth of Fe ruary la t, directed that
at least 75 pri oners be employed in making shoeH, and. that the Quarterrna ter' Department provide th~ requisite tools and materials, and employ the nPces ary civilian labor for the purpose of carrying on the
la or a pre cribrd.
:Machinery to th value of 7,955.44 bas beeu ordered purcba ed for
the p1i on hoe-~ hop, all ot which was paid from the prison appropriation, exc pt 63 .25 paid fr m the clothin·g appropriation.
latelial e ·timated to make about 8,000 pair hoes have al, o been
purcLa e<l hom the appropriation for clothing, amounting to $13,849.77,
;
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or $1.73 per pair. This does not include the cost of skilled and prison
labor, nor the cost of transportation of materials to Fort Leavenworth,
and which should be added when ascertained.
The cost of the shoes under the last contract was $1.86 per pair.
Up to the 30th of June last~ 1,800 pairs of shoes were reported as
completed at the prison, alld ordered to be turned over to the depotquartermaster at Fort Leavenworth, Kans.
A sample pair was sent to this office for examination, and appeared,
'minor defects excepted, to be good and serviceable.
An allowance of brooms to post-schools, post-chapels, and postlibraries, not heretofore provided for, bas been made.
Kersey of a lighter texture will be procured, to be made up into
trousers for troops serving at southern stations, as soon as the next
appropriation becomes available.
A supply of shirting-flannel, of lighter quality, purchased during the
last fiscal year, has been made up into shirts at the Jefferson\'ille depot
and ordered issued to troops serving at southeru stations.
Upon the recommendation of Lieut. Col. James A. Ekin, deputy
quartermaster-general United States Army, 10,000 shirts have been
made without collars. They have been issued to troops, but thus .far
no reports as to their adaptability have been received.
Four napmeters, for testing cloth, have been manufactured, after a
sample displayed in the Russian exhibit at the Centennial Exhibition,
and distributed to the purchasing and manufacturing depots.
A notching-machine, for use in cutting garments, has been procured
for the Philadelphia dl:'pot.
The suppl,y of Canton flannel, for making drawers, left on hand at
the close of the war, being almost exhausted, measures have been
taken to adopt a new and improved standard upon which future purchases may be based.
New specifications and sealed standards of the following articles have
been adopted and distributed: \Voolen stockiugs, woole.n blankets,
crossed-rifles, crossed-sabers, and cap-eagles.
Specifications thus far adopted and distributed to the officers of the
Quartermaster's Department are submitted herewith, marked I.
A new tent, the invention of Lieut. Gustavus C. Doane, Second Cavalry, was recommended to this department for adoption, but the Secretary of vVar, upon the recommendation of the General of the Army,
rejected the same, and decided to make no change in the present
stau<lar<l tents.
The subject of lining the capes for great-coats of the enlisted men
with flannel corresponding in color to the facings of the uniform of the
different arms of the service has been brought to the attention of the
Quartermaster-General, and has been submitted to the General of the
Army, who has decided that when the present stock " f overcoats is ex- ·
hausted tlJe lining of the overcoat should conform to the trimming of
the uniform.
As soon as appropriation becomes available, and more overcoats are
needed, steps will be taken to carry into e:fl'ect the decision of the General of the Army.
Orders have been given to every officer on duty in the Quartermaster'~ Department to see that e:.teh article of clothing and equipage issued

.
.1
•
1
u.s.
b y t h em IS
markeu With the etters Q. M. D.

This action was taken upon the representation made to this office
that, in a recent trial for theft of a dealer in stolen government clothing,
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conYietiou could not be bad owing to the fact t!Jat the officer responsible could not swear to the identity of the clothing in the absence of the
U.S. marks.
In consequence of the liberal allowance of clothing, which bas compelled the Pay Department to pay anuually about $400,000 for cl?thing
undl'awu, the greatly improved quality of the same, and complamts of
the insufficiency of the allowance of certain articles of underclothing,
the Secretary of War, in August last, authorized the allowance of
clotlliug to be fixed as follows:
Allowance of clothing.
;..;

~

Articles.

<l.)

-

rn

~

w

- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -1-- -

Helroet-cavalry,light artillery, and Signal Corps-with
trimruingt;complete ...... -- ---· -·----- ............. .
Dress-caps, with trimmings complete ... _............. .
Forage-cap .......................................... .
Uniform-coats ..•. •....... .. .••.. ··---· ...... -----· ... .
Trousers. . .. _.... _.- ................ - ......•.....•...
Shirts .............••..........•.....•.•..... - . .. .•••.
Drawers ........ .•..... • .....••....••..........•......
Boots ......... ........... .•.. ...•.•................ . .
Shoes ....•. .•.......•.................••.............
Stockings; .......................................... .
Blouses .......................... ·----·-----·---· ... .
Great-coat .•................ - ..... _.•...••............
Stable-frock for mounted men ......................... .
Overalls for engineers and mounted men .....•...••....
Blanket, woolen ................ ·----- ...•.•••• . ......
Blanket, rubber, for foot troops ........... _..•• ___ •....
Poncho, rubber, for mounted troops .....•• ·............ .
White Berlin gloves, pairs ...... -----·~---·· ......... .

~

~

'"0
>:I
0

~

<l.)

h

~

1
1
2

4
3

4
3

-

;..--,

..Q
~

0
~

E-t

-

-

1
1
1

~

Q;)

...p

..p

...

<:,;)

Q;)

;..;

..Q

'"0

ell

1
1
1
1
3

~

ce
-~

~

~

..p

...

-

F-i
<:;)

~

3

1
1
2

1

2

4
3

4
3

4
3

1

1

1

1

1

2
5

2
5

2
5

2
5

2
5

!::~:H : ;: : ;:
1
1
1

8

1
1
1

8

8

>

~
~w

0 >-<

'He'd
.-<Q;)

.n~
0

E-t

-2
2
5
3

12
20
15
5
10

25
10
1
2
5
2

2
2

8

8

40

I sues are now being made to conform to this table of allowance.
It i:s estimated t.hat about $1,250,000 will be required for the purchase
and manufacture of clothing -and equipage for the Army for the next
fiscal year.
For further and more detailed information regarding the work of the
clothing branch of this office, I refer to the accompanying statements,
viz:
A.-Statement showing articles of clothing and equipage on hand at
the principal depots of the Quartermaster's Department ,June 30, 1876;
the quantities purchased, manufactured, gained, sold, expended, and
is ued to t!Je Army during the fi, cal year en, ling J nne 30, 1877, and the
quantity remaining on hand at that date, subject to future orders.
B.-Statement showing expenditures on account of clothiug, camp
and garrison equipage, during tue fi. cal year ending June 30, 1877.
0.-Statement showing amounts received from t!Je sale of serviceable,
un ·erviceab1e, damaged, and irregular articles of clothing, camp and
garrison equipage, during the fi ·cal year ending June 30, 1877.
D.-Statement of amount received and expended by the Quarter·
ma ·ter' Department on account of clot!Jing, camp and garrison equi·
page during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
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E.-Statement showing quantity of clothing issued to the National
Home.for Disabled Volunteer .Soldiers, under the act of January 23,
1873, during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
F.-Statement showing quantity of clothing issued to prisoners at the
United States military prison, Fort Leavenworth, Kans., during the
fiscal year endin g June 30, 1877.
G.-~tatement showing quantity of clothing, camp and garrison equipage, sold to"tlle Indian Bureau for the use of Indian prisoners confined at
Fort Marion, Fla., during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877; also the
money-value of same.
.
H.-Report of Capt. John F. Rodgers, military storekeeper United
. States Army, on the s ubject of the relative merits of oak and hemlock
tanned leather.
·
I.-Specifications of articles of clothing, camp and garrison equipage,
adopted and distributed to the officers of the Quartermaster's Department up to June 30, 1877.
K.-Statement of returns of clothing, camp and garrison equipage,
received and examined, and of letters received and written, during the
1
fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
L.-:-Statement of the clerical force employed in the clothing and equipage branch of t he Quartermaster-General's Office during the fiscal
_year ending June 30, 1877.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
_
J. D. BINGHAM,
Deputy Quartermaster- General, U. S. A.
Brig. Gen. M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General U.S. A., Washington, D. 0.

A.-Statement showing articles of clothing and equipage on liand June 30, 1876, the quantity
pu1·chased, manujactu1·ed, gained, sold and expended, and issued to the A1·my, and the quantity remaining in depot June 30, 1877.
~

.-.;;

Q)

~

a.l

::s

Articles.

d

'd

o"

~~

.-.;;

'0&3

~

Fl""'

CIS

,.q

CIS

,.q

Q

EJ .

Fl

0

~

E
Q

~

§

~

Q).
~Q

E!
.o

«: ..-.
E-1

Q)

¢;l

~
Q)

0

~0
E-1

0

~

Q)

~

p:,

... s

p.

"0

§_s

~

a.l

'd

p.p.
::Sa.l

,!>:1~

.:.

o(j
'd-

~

'd

a.l

0
w.

'd&;

§""'

,.q

Q)

;

..r:J

::s

~r.:

Fl

0

H

- - - -- -- - - - - -- -- Helmets ..................•..••... . 4, 797
H elmel hair plumes .. . .. . .......... 9, 354
H olmet cords and b a nds .. .. . . ...... 9, 509
Helme t top-pieces and plume-s oek ets . . ..... . ......... : . ... . ........ 10,528
Helmet- eagles . ..... .. ..........•. 9, 677
Helmet s ct·olls and rings .. . ......• . 12, 907
H elmet side-buttons .......... . .... 14,020
Dress caps . . .. . ........ . ........... 8, 987
Dress-cap pompons . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 8, 923
Campaign-ba ts .... :. ......... . ..... 13, 273
Cords and tassel s for hats ..... . ... . 444, 000
Forage-caps. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8, 533
Fora)re-cap covers . .•.....•. . . . . . . . . . 26, 982
Seal-skin caps. ..... . ...............
351
Eagles for caps . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . 19, 407

5, 000 ............ ..............
............ ............. . ........... .
........ ......
100

.

~-

........... . . ............... .
............... ...............

............ .
..... . ..... .
2, 524
2, 499
15, 000

.............

...........
. ........

............

...........
.........
37, 278 .............
. . .. . ...... . ...........
6,158 ..........
2, 499 ........... .
.............. ..............
.............. .............
. .. . ...... ........ .. .
... . ..... . ............
Shells and flam es for caps.......... 2, 163 ···· · --· . ............
Crossed-sabers for ca ps . . . . . . . . . . . . 15, 765 29, 000 ...........
Crossed-cannon for caps . ... _... _... 24, 2!l7
. .......... .
Crossed-rifles for caps ...... . ... _.. _ 16, 378 -56;499- ..............

~li~~ <:::::~~ ::::::::~~ :· ~: m

9, 749
9, 354
9, 609

4 10,532
4
9, 681
4 13, 011
. ........... 14,020
............. . 11, 511
............ 11, 422
............ 28,273
444, 000
1 45, 812
........... . 26,982
............ . 6, 509
. .. . ..... . 21,906
............ .
601
. ......... . 2, 284
........... 2, 507
............ 1, 502
2,163
·-··--............. 44, 765
24,297
10 72,887

4, 972
5, 000
4,-981

4, 777
4, 354
4, 624

29
228
22
14, 932
37
443
4
2, 828

6, 704
5, 026
8, 234
8, 222
4, 605
5, 970
11,348
20
25, 939
7, 571
6, 250
5, 290
114
115
358

45
1, 028
33
1

34 8
19, 725
5,167
39, 534

3, 828
4, 655
4, 775
5, 798
6, 877
5, 224
16, 903
429, 048
19, 836
18, 968
255
13, 788
487
2,169
2,149
1, 41:35
1, 770
24,012
19,.097
33,523

4

2

17
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A.-Statement sho'wing ctrticles of clothing and equipage on hand, q-c.-Contiuued.

Articles.

- - - - - - - - - - - - -1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Bugles for caps . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43, 464
Letters for caps .................... 111,049
Numbers for caps .................. 260,926
Great-coats, all kinds ......... . .... 151, 631
Uniform-coats, musiciatJs'.......... 1, 457
Uniform-coats, privates' ............ 34,575
Crescents for coats. .. . .. . .. . .. .. . ..
417
Castles for coat~ . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1, 015
Shells and flames for coats......... 1, 813
Chevrons, all kinds .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. 27, 684
Devices . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . .
391
Blouses, lined .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. 32, 664
BlouseH, unlined ................... 38,020
Stable-frocks . ............ .. .. .. .. .. 14, 967
Overalls, all kinds........ ........ .. 16, 624
Trousers, mounted, made . . . . . . . . . . 23, 718
Trousers, mounted, unmade .... ·. ... 4, 640
Trousers, foot, made . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50, 481
Trousers, foot, unmade. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 396
Cloth stripes., ............. - ....... 2,122
Shirts . ..... .. .. . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. . 58, 024
Drawers, pairs ..................... 305, 143
Stockings, pairs........... . . . . . . . . 72, 592
Berlin gloves, pairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95, 095·
Wool mittens, pairs .. .............. 22,219
Seal-skin gauntlets, pairs . . . . . . . • . . 1, 254
Boots, pairs ........................ 24,344
Sh'oes, pairs . ....................... 68,742
Are tic overshoes, pairs. .. .. .. . .. .. . 2, 371
Buffalo overshoes, pairs . . . . . . . . . . . . 6, 27!5
Blankets, wool ..................... 18,261
Blankets, rubber . .................. 251,398
Ponchos, rubber ................... 178,723
Iron bunks.........................
459
Iron slats, sets.....................
652
Bed-sacks, double.................. 3, 176
Bed-sacks, single ................... 18,518
Pillow-sacks ....................... 1!-J, 274
Mosquito-bars, double.............. 1, 422
Mosquito bars, single. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18, 537
Iron pots .. . ..... ...... .... .. .... ..
775
Camp-kettles . .. ........ . ·--- .... _. 77, 619

!~::~~~-:

: : :_:_: : : : : : : ·:: 3~~: H~

t~i~~~r::::: :::::::::::::::::::::: ~~: g~t

Hatchet-helves..................... 84, 800
Hatchet-slings . .. .. . .. .. .. .. • . .. . .. 24, 797
Spades ........ ..................... 67,462
Spade-slings ....................... l, 292

~~~;:~~~:: ::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~: ~~~

Picka -helves ..................... 57,622

0

~~c k~-~~-i~-~~ :::::::::::: ~::::::::: 3' ~~
Drumheads, batter .. ............ __ . 4, 183
Drumheads, snare .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. 6, 760
Drum-slillgs ..................... _. 6, 274
Drum-stick, pairs .................. 14,061
Dmm-stick carriages .............. ll, 292
Drum-cords. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 653
Drum-snares, sets.................. 4, 668

¥~:::~~:::::::::::::::: ~::::::: ~: g~g

.. .. .. .. .. .. -..
801 44, 265
10, ODD ........ . ....... 121, 049
5, ODD
4, ODD 269, 926
2, 006
483 154, 120
4
1, 461
2, 308
2 36, 885
........ ........
417
........ ........
28
1, 043
. -- ... -· . . - .....
1, 813
6, 435
34, 119
400
791
30, 358
50 63, 072
100
1 38, 121
4, 000
34 19, DOl
3, ODD
80 19, 704
14,202
540 38, 550
9, 809
14, 449
19, 613
300 70, 394
16, 283
3 20, 682
13, 735
11 16, 468
63, 736 ........ 121, 760
51, 244 ........ 356, 387
172, 127 ............... 244, 719
.. - ..... 186, 448
91, 353
22,219
5, 437
6, 691
31, 200
55, 544
10, 000
1, BOD
78, 742
6, 576 .... .... ........ 8, 947
43
6, 318
141 44, 419
26, 017
20 251, 418
................ ..... ... 17E<, 723
597
1, 056
99
1, 458
622
85
3,176
9, 012
27, 530
15, ODD
34, 274
4
1, 426
. ......... - .. -.. .. .. - ... 1 18, 537
........ ........ ........
775
........ ........
2 77,621
........ ........
2 375,168
.... .... ........
1 30,141
10, 000 .. .. .. ..
35 I 21, 588
. ....................... 27,954
........................ 80, 821
...... .. ...... . 84,800
. •...•...••. . - .. 24, 797
6 ................ , 67, 468
................ 1,292
1, 508 .. .. .. ..
2 36, 083
........ ........
1 I 59,696

...................... ~. 1 57,g~~
. -·.. .. .

800

60

34

24.4
11

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. -.~~~· I
I

Trumpet and bngle cords and tassel . ............. . .... __ ....... . 13, 972 .. -.. . .. .. .. .. ..
Bugles .... . _... .. _................ . 1, ,j!JO .... .. .. .. .. ...
100
Fire ............................ .. 10, 846
................ '
Books, company.clothing account ..
Book~ , company order .. ..... _.... _.
1
Books, company descriptive .... _._
:::: :::: : ::::::: ::::::::
Book company morning-report .. . 11 , 0~3 , ........................
Books, r gimental 1 tt r .......... .
Books, regimental descriptive .. _•. ~:~~~

1::~~~

3, 231
4, 183
6, 760
6, 274
14, 061
ll' 352

~: ~~~

3, 833
1, 127
13, 972
1, 690
10, 846

1gJ~~

6,
6,
6,
1,

806
827
498
805
1
146

402

288
17, 406

161 28, 150
7, 921
97
7, 717
36
16 w, 594
480 19, 976
26
6, 880
17,131 25, 361
132 15,287
86 11 378
106 79: 351
57, 690 103, 934
190 147, 017
39 118,205
2 16, 941
6, 627
4
282 34, 479
l, 346 33,223
7, 324
15
6,100
26
649 27,569
l, 051
52,353
640
37, 133
98
29
111
253
270
1, 006
319 12,326
17, 844
1, 421
5
14,175
283 14,458
709
64
2
69, 891
5, 395
2, 335
1,177 373,834
157
24, '622
188
5, 331
28!) 13, 111
8,186
27,752
202
78,751
81
1, 98!J
409
3, 622 1 8, 769
24,701
96
111
849
66,508
118 . 1, 079
!-J5
184
32,028
3, 871
59, 004
114
578
156
1, 466
56,001
878
18
2, 356
857
464
2, 894
825
82
1, 4:\4 1 5, 224
31
6,189
54
192
13,869
J 1, 352
2, 952
4,119
516
33
3, 513
10
310
542
129
456
33
43
457.
10
6

11,043

:::::::: :::::::: ::::::::, ~:~~~

37, 459
71,497
203, 332
133, 563
1,103
29, 5~7
330
1, 043
1, 525
' 16, 311
791
34, 761
30,203
11,248
9, 094
18, 094
7, !140
27, 895
5, 263
5, 004
42,303
194,763
97, 512
68,204
5, 276
60
20,783
42, 373
l, 608
192
16, 174
198, 014
140,950
929
1, 0!)4
1, 900
14,885
16,430

42, 725
flO, 096
18, 752
357
7, 182
87

2

272

88
l!J
177
6
177

13,667
1, 558
10,301
9, 570
8, 684
10,159
I 10,962
1, 3!J4
2, 26

91

Jg I

247

Q UARTERMAS'l'ER-G ENE RAL.

A.-Statement showing articles of clothing and eq1£ipage on hand, <fc.-Continued.

Articles.

------------- 1~--

1;3ooks, regimental index........... 2, 261
Books, rP.gimental order . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 172
Books, post-order . .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . 4, 761
Books, post morning-report........ 5, 332
Books, post letter...... . .. .. .. . . .. . 5, 029
Books, post guard-report . . . . . . . . . .
772
Target-practice'...... . .. . .. .. . .. ..
1, 331
Tents, hospitaL . .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. . .. . 4, 209
Tent, hospital, flies . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. 3, 209
Tent, hospital, poles, seta.......... 4, 408
Tent, hospital, pins, :No............ 92, 153
Tents , wall . .. . .. . . .. . .. . .. . . . .. .. . 1, 860
Tent, wall, flies... . . .. . . .. .. . . .. .. . 1, 585
T ent, wall, poles, sets.............. 4, 090
Tent, wall, pins, No ............... 71, 108
Tents, common.................... 8,657
Tent, common, poles, '>ets.......... 5, 493
Tent, common, pins, No . ........... 40,757
Tents, shelter ....... ............... 537, 988
Tent, shelter, poles, sets........... 56, 242
Tent-pins, assorted ................ 424, 297

~1:~~: ~~~fi~~~-:::: :::::: :::::: ::::

Flags, storm and recruiting....... .
Flags, halliards for garrison and
storm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Flags, halliards for recruiting . .....
Colors, national.. . .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. ..
Colors, r egimental .. .. . . .. . .. . .. .. .
Cords and tassels for same. . .. .. .
Standards . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . • .
Guidons .. .. . .. .. . .. . . .. . .. .. .. . .. .
Guidons. cases ............. ...... . .
Camp-colors . .. .. . .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Flags, hospital.....................

~~~~~~;~~~t:_ :::.::::::::::::::::::

------ ------ --- --- - -. - .. - .... - ....... - .. -- ..
-------- ................
.. ...•.. · ----·.- ------..

2,261
2,172
4, 761
...... -- --- ... -- ------.. 5, 332
. -- ... -- .... -- -- . -- .. - .. 5, 029
...... -- -------2
774
....•. -- --.---- . - •. •. . . 1, 331
...... -- .. -- -- .. . -- -- - - - 4, 209
--- ---- - . .•.... . . ------ 3,209
.•.. --- . . .••.. - ..... -·-. 4, 408
. ------ . . .. ----- .. -- .. -- 92, !53
2
3,162
1,300 ...... -916 .. -- -- .
2
2, 503
. ----.-- . ---- .. 10
4, 100
............... .. ....... 71,108
1, 606 . ---.... .. ----- 10, 263
606
6, 099
. -- -- .. .. • --.. .
. - -.- -.. . - •.. -- . 5, 003 45, 760
... -- .. - . -- .. -- .. ....... 537, 988
. .. -- --. . .. ---- .
4 56, 246
... ----- . ------ . 1, 488 425,785
315
30 -- -- - .. -- . -- ..
2
765
400 ......
728
200 . -- -- -- . . -- -- • ..
928

~~~

927

2, 409
618
874
124
893

1, 318
547
4, 952
1, 270

;~~

8,
Scrubbing-brnshes . .. .. .. . .. .... .. 3, 215
Cloth, dark-blue,~. yards... ....... . 40, 969
Cloth, dark-blue,~. yard . ..... ... ... 22, 900
Kersey, sky-blue, Q. yards . ......... 20, 356
Kersey. sky-blue, ~ .yards..........
44
Flannel, assorted, yards ........... 445, 352
Muslin, unbleached, yards ......... 365, ·807
Cotton drilling, yards ... . . ..... . .. . 68,319
Canvas padding, yards. ............ 4, 951
Cotton j eans , yards . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. 34, 515
Black Italian cloth, yards .... ...... 1, 594
Cotton wadding, sheets . . . . . . . . . . . . 56, 535
Worsted cord, yards ..... .......... 50, 444
Black silesia, yards ................ 19,012

2
13

........
3

1

113

1
7
76
247
16
42

391
64
459
420
396
4, 621

74

114

114

775

45
558

658
787
18, 063
1, 634
2, 745
36, 600
5,937
6, 872
50, 614
40
192
124

937
441
34
22,400
5, 504
43,985
7
123
192

32
. -- -- - -927
15
132
2, 541
33
------618
14
..... -874
-- ... -124
...... .
89:i
....... . 1,318
63
4
995
1, 542
-------- 4,952
141
...... -. 1, 270
1
429
160
473
.. .. .. . 27, 0 18
18, 514
........ 14 251
45
11,036
500 41:469 35,784
2, 000 24, 900
1, 58:i
2, 300 118, 279 109, 393
95,623
82
126
6, 659 679, 156 529,617
227, 645
365 807 ;{6, 726
9, 888 78: 207 25,503
11, 036 -- .. -- .. 1, 669 17, 656 16, 691
3, 203 37, 718
8, 046
921
501
2, 095
4, 611
-- -- -- . 56, 535
. -- -- . .. 89, 324 49, 113
38, 800
500 19, 512 10, 573

185
140
2
9

55
6
103

85

2, 259
2,156
4, 647
5,258
4, 915
382
1,260
3,674
2,542
3,996
87,490
2, 273
1, 800
2, 755
53, 045
7,692
2, 913
9,126
509,6!11
43, 870
331, 186
268
450
612

710
2,386
583

851
69
887

1,152

551

1,453
4,401

14

1,115

190
20, 895
7, 902

239
5, 650
6, 304
5,685
23, 316
6,119
17
149, 539
328,565
52,704
965
29,672
1,174
51,924
29,223
8,939

1
2, 767
109
516

10, 988

Respectfully submitted.
.J.D. BINGHAM,
Depttty Quartermaster- General, U. S. A.
WAR DEPAUTMENT,
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OI!'FICE,

Washin,gton, D. 0., August 28, 1877.
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B.-Statement showing expendituTes on account of clothing, ca·ntp mnl garl'ison equipage
dnTing the fiscal year encling June 30, 1877.

Military Division of the Pacific ......................... ,. ...... ·.... .. $53,288 1)9
36 00
Military Division oftheAtlantic ...................................... .
15,678 06
Military Division of the Missouri ..................................... .
32 :~7
Depot at Washington, D. C .. ~ ........................................ .
Depot at Philadelphia, Pa ...................... ---~-- ................ . 48~,0fi1 26
1,296 25
Depot at New York .... ------ ......... . .............................. .
2,528 5f)
Depot at Chicago, Ill .............. ., ............................... ~ .
55 00
Depot at Saint Louis, Mo ............................................ ..
91,922 77
Depot at.Jeffersonville, Ind .......................................... .
4:! 22
Geological survey west of one hundredth meridian ..................... .
69 00
Colurn bus Barracks, Ohio ..................... ~ ...................... ..
Saint Louis Barracks, Missouri. ...................................... ..
150 60
3,610 62
Treasury sl:'ttlements ................................... .......... ..... .
Total .... .'..................... ~. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Respectfully submitted.

651, 761 39

J. D. BINGHAM,
Deputy Qua1·termaster-General, U. S. A.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL' S OFFICE,

Washington, D. 0., August 28, 1877 ..

C.-Statement showing amounts t•eceived fTom the sale of serviceable, u·uservioeable, damaged 1
and in·egnlat· Ct?·ticles of clothing, camp and. garrison equipage dm·ing the fiscal yem· ending June 30, 1877.

From sales at depots and posts covered into the Treasury credited to miscellaneous receipts ................................................ .. $67,097 90
From sales to officers and from amount credited to the appropriation on
account of clothing overdrawn by enlisted men ...................... . 106,946 78
22,598 87
From sn.le of clothing to military prison, &c., minor sales .............. .
Total ......... , • . • • . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 196, 643 55
Respectfully submitted.
J. D. BINGHAM,
Deputy Quartermastet·-General, U. S. A.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, D. 0., August 28, 11?77.

D.-Statement of amottnts received cmd expended by the Quartm·master's Depat·tment on accou,nt of clothing, camp and garrison eqttipage during the fiscal year en~ing June 30, 1877.

Appropriated by Congress ... $606,000 00
Deposited in the Treasury,
credited to appropriation
for clothing and equipage .. 129,545 65
Received from sales covered
into the Treasury to credit
of miscellaneous receipts ..
67,097 90
Total ......•••.•.•... ~

Expended for clothing and
equipage ............... $651,761 :39
Covered into the Treasury
from sales ..............
67,097 90
Balance in Treasury June

30,1877 ...... -----· .....

----

83,784 26

------

802,643 55

Total ...... . ........

802,643 55

Respectfully submitted.

Q

J. D. BINGHAM,
Deputy Quw·tet·tnaster-General, U. S. A.
ARTER

ER

GE

TERAL'S O FFICE,

Washington, D. 0., August 28, 1 77.
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E.-Statement showing quantity of clothing issued to the National Home jm· disabled volunteers, undm· the act of Januaty 23, 1873, cluring the fiscal yea1' ending June 30, 1877.
1, 487 suits of clothing, at $22.03.... .. . ••• ... . .. .. .... . .. . .. .. .. ... . .. .. $32,758 61
Balance due the Horne as per statement G, accompanying last annual
report of the clothing branch .............. ~. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . ... .
22
32,758 83

Total ...................••..••••••.•..... ---. - . - . -.- ... - .... - . -.
Issued on account:
5,898 great coats, at $2.40. _......... ·.................. . $14, 155 20
1,368 38
1,662uuiform-coats, at 82t cents ...... -----------······
39 sack-coats, lined, at 80-3- cents .................... .
31 28
426 64
859 sack-coats, unlined, at 49! cents ....... -----· ..... .
11 blouses, lined, at BOt cents ....................... .
8 E:i2
150 49
303 blouses, unlined, at 49! cents .................... .
666 uniform-jackets, cavalry, at 46t cents ............ .
309 69
7 79
i:l9 felt hats, at 8-jt cents ............................ ..
443 forage-caps, at 2£ cents ........................ ..
12 18
4 pairs trousers, at $1.92t ......................... .
7 69
373
3 pairs uoots, p,egged, at $1.24-t .. - .. --- .. -.--- .. ---.
5 ·pairs shoes, at b~t cents ... : ..... .- ............... ..
411

16,484 00
Balance in favor of Home .... ... ~ ............................. ..
16,274 83
Respectfully submitted.
J. D. BINGHAM,
Deputy Qua1·terrnaster-General, U. S. A.
QUARTERMA~TER GENERAL's OFFICE,

Washington, D. G., August 28, 1877.

F.-Statement showing qt~antity of clothing issued to prisoners at the United States military
prison, Fort Leavenworth, Kans., du1·ing the fiscal yea1' ending June 30, 1877.

Articles.

Amount.

Articles.

Amount.

OLD·PATTERN CLOTHING.

NEW·PA'l'l'ERN CLOTHING.
/

47
236
312
144
61
176
1, 675
2, 333
2,1152
3, 731
27
752
5
1
74

Forage-caps ................ $0
Great-coats, mounted ...... 6
Great-coats, foot, with
mounted capes ........... 6
Pairs trousers,· mounted,
made ... . ................. 5
Pairs trousers, moun ted,
unmade .................. 4
Pair's t.rousers, foot, unmade 3
Pairs trousers, foot, made .. 4
Shirts ...................... 1
Pairs drawl'l's ........... : ..
Pairs atoc kings ............
Pairs boots .............•.. 3
Pairs shoes ...•............ 2
Blouses, lined .............. 4
Blouse, unlined ...•..•..•. 3
Rubber ponchos ........... 2

77
44

$36 19
1, :'19 84

44

2, 009 28

50
82
66
10
16
65
34
28
17
15
31
63

792 00
294
644
6, 876
2, 706
1, 463
1, 268
88
1, 631
:.!0
3
194

02
16
50
28
80
54
56
84
75
31
62

873
237
844
820
694
52
158
809
72
214
233
455

Uniform-bats .............
Forage-caps ...•.•......•..
Uniform-coats ............
Pairs shoes, pegged .......
Pairs shoes, sewed ..•.....
P 'a irs boots, pegged .. .••. .
Pairs boots, sewed ......•.
Wool blankets ............
Sack-coats, lined ..........
Sack-coats, m.lJined .......
.Jackets, cavalry, private ..
Knit shirts ........•......

$1 00

Total .. .'.............

.........

44
5 55
1 00
1 20
1 77
2 07
311
2 13
177
411
1 00

$873
104
4, 684
820
832
92
327
2, 515
153
378
957
455

00
28
20
00
80
04
06
99
36
78
63
00

12,194 14

Total ................. ......... . 19, 545 69

Total................................................................................
31,739 83
Respectfully submitted.
·
.J. D. liiNGHAM,

Deputy Qua1·tennaster-General, U.S. A.

QUAUTERMAS'I'Elt·GENERAL'B OFFICE,

Washington, D. 0., August 28, 1877.
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G.- tatement showing quantity of clothing, camp and ga?'?'ison equipage sold to the Indian
Bm·ean for use of Indian prisoners confined at Fort Ma1··ion, Fla., dm·ing the fiscal yem·
ending Jun e 30, 1877, also ihe money vcdue of same.

132
34
67
~64

67
19

38
134
90

67
134
44

33

Pairs trousers, foot .... ...... $2 10
Do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 10
3 11
100
4 15
3 31
2 13
34
44
2 17
67

·woolen blankets ............
Knit shirts ... .... ...... ....
Blouse~, lined, cavalry . . . . . .
Blouses, unlined ............
Sack-coats, lined . . . . . . . . . . . .
Pairs wool stockings........
Forage-caps . ...... .. . . . . . . .
Pairs shoes . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .
Pairs drawers..............
Great-coats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Uniform-coats ..............

.Articles .

.Amount.

.Articles .

6 44
9 75

$277 20

5

139 40

6

208 37

80

2fi4 00

66
67
7
6

278 0!'>
62 89

80 94
45 56
39 60
145 39

1

1

3

89 78

(i

283 36

12
1

321 75

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 2, 236 29

.Amount.

.Axes . ...................... $0 73
.Axe-heh·es . .. . . .. ... . . . . . . .
15
Bedsacks,double ............ 166
Bedtmcks, single ...... ... -.-. 1 51

$3 65

90

132
99
104
3

Do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 !16
Camp-kettles...............
44

Mosqtlito-bars .............
Pickax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Pickax-helve...............
Spades.....................
Scrubbing-brushes..........
Corn-brooms................
Trumpet .. . .. ........... .... 1

80
66

52

08
4 38

73
67
7
6t

20

67
7
1 83
1 20

33
45

1 45

3 96

Total ....... : ......... .

358 17

i:t~! ~~ ~~~~i~~d.- ii~~ri~~-~ -~<i~ip~g~: :~:::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $ , ~~~ i~
2

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 594 46
Respectfully submitted.

J". D. BINGHAM,
Deputy Quartermaster-G-eneral, U.S. A.rmy.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE ,

Washington, D. 0. , A1tgust 28, 1877.

H.
PHILADELPHIA DEPOT OF THE QUARTERMASTER'S DEPARTMENT,

Philadelphia, January 20, 1877.
Brig. Gen. M. C. MEIGS,
Qum·tennaster-General U. S. A ., Washington, D. G. :
(Through Maj. J. J. Dana, quartermaster, U.S. A., in charge of clothing depot, Philadelphia.)
GENERAL: On the 7th July, 1876, Mr. Isaac n. Bailey, proprietor of the Shoe and
Leather Reporter, New York, made a request of the honorable Secretary of .War that
an officer of the Quartermaster's Department might be detailed to attend the congress
of tanners to be held at Philadelphia July 12, 1876, and ascertain personally, by observation of the tests which were there presented, the re]ati ve merits as to durability
and impervionsness to water of the two kinds of bark (oak and hemlock) as used for
tanner ' purposes.
This requ st did not reach the honorable Secretary in season to comply with Mr.
Bailey's wi be , but the (~uarterruaster-General was requested to direct an officer of the
Qnarterma ter's Df~partment to examine into the results of the congress. In compliance with this request of the honorable~ ecretary of War, I was directed, through the
office of Maj. J. J. Dana, quartermaster, United States Army, July 17, 1876, to ascertain and report the conclu ions arrived at by the congress as to the relative merits of
oak and hemlock tanned leather.
On the 1 th of July I vi ited the hoe and leather building, exposition grounds, and
wa pr ented to Mr. Tb ron keel, C. E., who was appointed by the congress to conduct the xperimeuts allud d to by Mr. Bailey in his letter of July 7. Mr. Skeel most
courteon ly invit i me to join him in making tbe tests called for, and I had the pleasure f as i ing him in making them. The result is given below. The congress had
adjourned to meet Octob r 1 in the same place. At that time (October 1 ) it reass mbl d, and I attend d it proceeding . On the 19th, the ubject of oak and hemlock
leather w introduced, and some 1iime wa taken up in discussing the relative merits
of the two kind of tannag s. No vote wa taken and no apparent reAult reached.
~ h ide pr ente claims for their mod s of tauning, and the <)Uestion was discussed
m a mod rat and dignified manner.
n the 20th October the convention adjourned.
uriog the n ire tim I wa in attend nee upon the convention, and at the shoe
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and leather building, the greatest courtesy and consideration was shown, and every
facility extended to me to further the object of my presence. Col. D. H. Rucker, Assistant Quartermaster-General, and Maj. J. J. Dana, quartermaster, United States.Army,
were in attendance upon the October session, and at its close the convention voted its
thanks to the honorable Secretary of War for complying with its request, as made by
Mr. Bailey.
.
As the vexed question was not settled by any of the tests as made, and as the con~
gress adjourned \vithout expressing any definite opinion as to the relative merits of
oak and hemlock leather, it see-med proper for me, as au officer of the Qnartermaster's
Department, to look still further into the matter, and endeavor to acquire information
that might be of service to me as an inspector of the <fifferent articles made of leather,
.and possibly to the department generally. I beg leave to present the following as the
rresult of my investigations:
A brief description of the chemical and mechanical processes, and the various elements that go to make up the material known under the generic name of leather, may
not be out of place.
·
There are different modes of preparing the skins of animals to prevent putrefaction
:and to ad['l.pt them to specific purposes, but it is what is known as tanned leather that
I particularly allude to.
"Tawed" leather is simply a combination of the gelatinous tissue of the hide with
something which it imbibes from salt and alum, probably alumina. It is but little
used in the Quartermaster's Departme •1t, and is principally purchased and issued for
saddle and hame strings under the name of" whang" leather. When wet jt readily ·
surrenders the salt and alum, and returns the gelatine to its original condition. It
then resembles, and virtually is, rawhide.
·
Of tanned leather there is used in the Quartermaster's Department, sole, upper,
harness, and belt. In manufacturing, the mechanical treatment varies with the
locality, the material used, aud the interests or education of the tanner. The chemical action is in principle the same, although the chemical elements vary in strength,
in appearance, and in producing the general result. No two substances will produce
tbe same quality of leather either in texture or color. Much of this is doubtless owing
to a difference in the tannic acid and to the extractive contained in the tanning material. Some contain a large proportion of tannin, but do not .till up the pores of the
skin. Slow tanning is unquestionably the best. Too rapid r,anning in strong liquors
is apt to make the leather bard and brittle. In weak liquor the leather is flabby and
porous. It puts money in the tanner's purse, but puts upon the market an inferior
quality of leather, having sometimes a fair appearance, but containing less textile
solid~ty than if tanned more slowly. Or:ie hundred pounds of hid es tanned slowly will
yield ofleath er at least 15 per cent. less in weight than that quick-tanned and acid,
plumped. The obj ect of tanning is at :first to destroy, as much as possible, the tendency of the skin to putrefy; and, secondl~7' to render it as near as possible impervious
to water. It consist.s in promoting the combination of the gelatinous tissue with tannin. Its aim and function is to cause the skin when dry to remain a fibrous tissue
without transparency, but pliable and compact. Th e tanning influence is not exerted
solely by the tannic acid, but also by the extractive matter, more or less of which
always exists in tanning material. Tanning is a combinatjon of :five principlesfibrin, gelatine, tannin, extractive, and acid. The two :first are acted upon by the
other three. Tbe tannic acid precipitates tLe gelatine which bas been, through the
action of gallic or other acids on the fibrin, predisposed to the nniou with the tannin
and extractive matter. Ext,ractive readily unites with the g11latine and fibrin; it contains the coloring matter anJ gives character to the leather. To this property are due
the good and bad qualities which make one kind of leather better or poorer than
another; which give it firmness, solidity, pliancy, or which make it porous, :flabby,
unsightly.
·
If leather be tanned long enough to make a perfect combination between the tannin
and the gelatine it will be impervious to water. The skin of animals consists of fibrin,
gelatine, and small portions of albumen and fatty matter. The :first two form the basis
of the whole tissne; the gelatine is soluble in water, the fibre but partially so. It is
not the skin which is tanned, but the prepared skin or corium; that is, the skin separated as much as possible from the usel es parts by mechanical and chemical treatment.
The prepared skin, when wet, has the a,ppearance of a tissue of milky color; seen
through a micro cope, it appears to be composed of parallel fibres without color. Dried
skins increa e in weight when transformed into leather. This is due to the absorption
and retention of the tannin and extractive. In saturated infusions there is less extractive than tannin, while in weak infusions the extractive predomina.tes. Hence, to
. ecure the perfection of tanning, it is necessary to expose the:skins to a weak solution
m th~ :first stage, and, lasUy, to aturate them by slow degrees with tannin and extractive, so as to have a thorough tanning, and, at the same time, a flexibl9leather.
13y exposing tbe skins in the first place to strong infusions, the leather contains but
very little extractive, and is tanned only on the outside; the center containing but lit-
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tle. This leather is apt to be hard and brittle. Experience has shown that, to secure
perfect leather, all of tbe ge.Jatine aud fibrin of the original. skin n~ust be 1.u~il.e to con?l.>ine
with the tannin, and that 10 the most gradual way. It IS possible to lDJUre a skm by
too long exposure, though the interests of the tanner preclude the probability of this.
If, on the contrary, it has been exposecl too short a time, it will be imperfect and wanting in weight and solidity. Well-tanned leather ought to form a homogeneous body
from which it is impossible to extract fibrin and gelatine. L eather which absorbs
much water is badly tanned, particularly if it gains much weight thereby, The quality of leather is usually ascertained by its general appearance, and by cutting it; ·that
which is well manufactured presenting a bright cut and a hard body. It is everywhere,
except on the hair-side, of an equal color, and the inside has the app earance of au open
nutmeg. Badly manufactured or impaired leather shows a yellowish or blackish edger
and a white or black line in the centre. The active principle by which tlte skins of
animals are prevented from putrefying, and at the same. time rendered comparatJvely
impervious to water, is called tannic acid, or, more commonly, tannin. It is found in
the bark of various trees a.nd shrubs, and espP.cially iu the gall-nut. It is found only
in perennial plants, and almost wholly in their permanent partt;. It is not found in
poisonous plants, nor in those having a J:?ilky or viscid sap. It is soln ule in water and
will precipitate gelatine, forming what bas been called tanno-gelatine. It also precipitates starch and albumen. The hide or skin consists principall,y of gelatine, for
which this vegetable astringent (tannin) has an affinity. The union of the gelatine and
the tannin in the action of tanning prodnces wllat is known as leather.
During the process of tanning, the bide takes up other chemical properties than
tannin, and those pr(>perties not only give weight and color to the leather, but in some
cases they give firmness and solidity. They do not necessarily add to the intrinsic
valne of the product, nor do they in many cases iucrease the resistance to attrition or
the imperviousness to water. Tannic acid, by oxidation (exposure to air and water),
is converted into a ,property called gaJlic acid. It is not as soluble in water as tannic
acid, and it does not combine with gelatine or gelatinous tissue, as tannin does; hence
it ie of little use as a tanning property. By many tanners it is looked upon as a positive loss of tanning material, one to be prevented if poRsible. Other tanners argue
that the presence of gallic acid is not only useful, but indispensable; that the soaking
of the hide in the som liquors (tanning solutions that have been fermented) which
contain a large proportion of gallic acid, expanrls the skin and facilitates the penetration of the solution of tannin. Gallic acid has no primar.v or direct influence on the
tanning, nor does it play any active part; it is simply an acid. This is shown by
adding gallic acid to a solution of gelatine; no precipitation occurs, showing conclusively that, whether useful or not, it is unavailable in converting skin into leather.
The expansion of the hide produced by gallic acid can also be, and is, produced by the
use of dilute sulphuric acid. The latter is largely used in England and other parts of
Europe, and, to a certain extent, in this country. Its advocates say that it is equally
good and much Jess costly. It should be borne in mini!. that the gallic acid is a vegetable product, while sulphuric acid is a mineral, and, therefore, less homogeneous than
the former. In this country, sulphuric acid is not much used, and it is unpopular with
many manufactnrers. Its use is said to disturb and injure the fibre, and, consequently,
affect the stl'ength and pliability of the material. Leather made with mineral acids
presents a plump, solid appearance, but is brittle, cracks easily, and if bent short is apt
to break. It creates a dark color under the grain, and the latter is generally thinner
than in non-acid leather. This is more noticeable in sole-leather which bas been
sweated. Limed hides, from the alkali contained in the lime, which neutralizes to a
great extent the acid, are not so appreciably affected. Acid leather sells generally for
a Jess price than non-acid leather. For some purposes the former is valuable and useful, but for Army purposes it should never be purchased. Much of the prejudice against
hemlock leather comes from the u e of mineral acid in its tanning. In non-acid leather
the gallic acid, coming from the bark, and t.berefore a natural production, is ouly used.
The scarcity of bark in Europe, particularly in England, compels the tanner to husband
his bark-solution, and it is ·arefnlly watched to prevent, as far as possible, its fermentation, as thereby the tannin is lost, and the gallic acid produced· will not repay him.
H , therefore, expands ois hides with the cheaper sulphuric acid. In this country,
wh re bark is comparatively plentiful and cheap, a certain quantity of gallic aeid is
d . ired by mo t tanners. This holds good particularly of the oak tanners.
There i still another prodncli of tannic acid known as ellagic acid.- It is insoluble
in water and, like gallic acid, ha no direct tanning itlfl.uence. It is said to be the
chi f agent in producing the bloom so bigbly prized by leather-dealers.
The. d pilation of the hide preparatory to tanning is performed by liming and by
w atmg. 'l'be fir t i the oldest method and, for some kinds of leather, the only one
~bat hould b u ed. For light and upper leatb rand for belt and harue s leatlter it
1 the b. t.
'langhter and green alt d bide are generally limed. Oak tanners gen~rally bm all o.f heir leather. It is said that higlt-limed leat.he:r i loose and weigh
llgbt, and that 1t wears out quickly. It is also said that the liming proce s carrie oft'
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much of the gelatine and albumen throngh the contact with alkali of the lime. Lime
is also said to form with tannin a tannate of lime which detracts from the serviceable
qualities of the leather. The removal of a portion of the gelatine by liming tends to
soften the bide an<l renrl~r it more :flexible, leaving the :fibrm intact, and thereby not
afl'ecting the strength and toughness, bnt leaving it with less solidity than if all of the
ge!atiue had remained. In connection with the liming process, and subsequent to it,
the hides are sometimes exposed to a solntion of ben or bird manure called bate. The
ammonia in this bate uniteH with and separates the lime from the bide and makes the
leatLer soft and pliable. Sole-leather is never bated. Upper and harness leather only
are thus treated.
•
The sweating process consists in placing the hides in what are caJled sweat-pits.
'fhey are small structures erected ori the same principle as an ice-bouse, with an ilmer
and au outer wall, and the space betweAn filled with some non-conductor . . Here the
hides are suspended, and subjected to a temperature of from 50° to 70° Fahrenheit.
The time consumed is from fonr to eight days . . Sweating is but. another name for decompo&ition. The depilating is produced by incipient putrefaction of the skin anrl. the
hair falls off or is readily r.emoved by this partial decomposition. Great, care is required
to prevent the skin from advancing too far in decomposition, as it would, through any
carelessness, be seriously injured. It has been thought by some tanners that even this
partial putrefaction injures the hide and affects its integrity, thereby detracting from
its value. Sometimes a portion of the gelatine is lost also. This process is generally
used for dry hides, although occasionally green and dry-salted are sweated. As to the
relative merits of liming and sweating tanners differ. Some say that sweating is decidedly better for sole-leather, giving more weight and making it more impervious to
water. It protects the gelatine, fibrin, and albumen. The leather is said. to be less
porous than that which has bl)en limed. Some tanners sweat and lime also preparatory to using mineral acid. It is claimed that a very excellent leather is produced and
that the acid is neutralized by the lime. In sweating there is nothing to neutraliz~
the acid. I am told that some of the Buffalo tanners, who turn out excellent leather,
sweat, lime, and bate before using the acid.
·
Sole·leatber is generally, and should always be, manufactured to resist attrition, and
be impervious to water. It should be thoroughly tanned and made hard and dense,
taking care, however, to secure as much pliability as possible. It is generally rolled
after it comes from the tan, and every effort is made to gi.ve it the appearance of being
ihm, solid, uniform in color, of even thickness and heavy weight. It is the heaviest
leather made, and is manufactured from the skins of large animals whose hides are
thick and compact. It is said to contain no less than 40 per cent. of vegetable matter,
and in many cases it gives a much larger percentage. The objective point in tanning
sole-leather seems to be to secure as much weight as·possible, as it is always sold by
the pound. Too often his desire to make money tempts the tanner to unduly expand
the hide, and thus cause it to absorb more tanning material, adding to his protit, but
producing a hard and brittle leather.
Upper-leather requires and receives different treatment. It is sold by the square foot,
and therefore the tanner has no object in obtaining weight at the sacrifice ofpltability.
It is·tanned in weaker and sourer liquors (thelatter used to secure plumpne!<S through
the gallic acid containJ3d in it), and only enough tanning material is used to secure the
gelatine of the bide. Tanning too much is apt to make the fiber tende1·-too little
gives it a resemblance to tawed leather, so that when wet it is like rawhide. Quite as
much depends upon the currier as upon the· tanner. "Stuffing," a preparation having
<>il for its base, is largely used in dressing, and to a great extent takes the place of
tannic acid, making a soft, smooth, and :flexible material. Upper-leather is limed more
tban sole-leather, and is also depleted hy bating. It should be firm and yet flexible;
smooth to the touch, and with a clear appearance on the gmin. That used for boots
and shoes (army) is called" wax upper," and is made from the skins of cows and smaller
steers.
In tanning. skins for harness-leather the treatment varies from that followed in
making sole and upper leather. The great desideratum is to obtain tensile strength
and flexibility, and at the same time to tan a solid, firm leather. It is made from
slaughter-hides only, and the best quality are generally selected for this purpose. These
hides should be free from defects or blemishes, such as cuts, grub-boles, and large
brands. Horn and book marks are objectionable also. It is most carefully prepared by
w.ashiLg, liming, and sometimes bating. Great care is used in washing thoroughly the
dut and manure off the skin, and it is carefully handled in the beam-bouse, where all
useless portions are removed. As it h; always finished and blackened on the grain side,
it is important that the :flcsl.J side sllould be clean and smooth. It, like upper-leather,
is tanned in weak liq nors, and a large percentage of gallic acid is needed to preserve the
fibrin. and make the leather ready to take the stuffing~ of which }t requires a large
<juanttty. It should be well scoured and worked before stuffing to secure the requisite
tle~ibility.
The best l.Jarncss-leather. is made ~rom the bides of yonng steers and
hetfers. Oak-tanned harness-leather IS unquestwnably th.e best made, particularly
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when -finished in sumac tan. It is .firm, elastic, pliable, smooth, and bright. It bas
great teo ile strength, and, when well tanned and cunied, will outlast any other
tanna!Te. It takes and retains its color better than any other. Hai:ness made from
bemlo~k-leatber will not stand the wear as well as oak. It is very difficult to make it
mellow, and at the same t.ime have!'~' firm texture. It wil~ Le more affected by w.etting
and drying, becoming hard an~ hable to crack. It will not take the ~lack.mg as
readily as the oak; w1ll not retaiJ? the black color, and ~urns r~d after a w~1le; 1t floes
not sew as easily as oak-tanned; 1t becomes hard and bnttle w1th age; and Js apt to cut
the thread.
The principal requirements for belt-leather are smoothness aud ~ardness, wHb sufficient flexibility. It is a mistake to suppose t.bat the leather whiCh has the greatest
tensile strength will make the best belt. It 1s well known to leather-dealers that a
partially-tanned h1de possesses greater tensile strength t.ban one thoroughly tanned,
and rawhide is strongest of all. The best belt-leather IS ta.ken from t.bose parts o.f
the hide called the back and the butt. Here tbe hide is uniform and even, and the
leather is well tanned. The greatest tensile strength of a bide is found in the :flank&
and belly, or that part. which contains the most fibrin and the l~ast gelatine.
But belts made of rawhide and "offal" (:flanks and belly) leather w11l not retain
their sbape, rnn evenly and smoothly, nor bear equally upon all parts of the pulley,
and though stronger, would not answer. Belt-leather 1s made from the hides of thelarger animals, and is tanne.d :rery muc.b .a~ sole-leather is. Au experiment was made
at the Shoe and Leather Bmldmg, ExhibitiOn grounds, last snmmer, to test the tensile·
strength of leather. ~~h~ sketch ''A" will i.llustrate i ~fully. The figures given represent
respectively the st;ram, m pound~, at w~ICh each p~ece broke; the perm!'Lnent elongation or stretch whiCh was made, 1n fractions of an mch, and the weight 111 ounces and
dracbms. The pieces were each eleven and three qua~ter (11!) inches long by two
(2) inches wide, and were taken out of the exact. portiOn of the side on which they
are marked. These tests were made on one of Riehle's machines. No positive rule
can be <Tiven for testing t.he tensile strength of leather. No two sides of the same
quality~->and tannage will give the same result, and pieces cut from the samo hide show
a marked difference.
To produce leather two principal elements are needed-hides and tanning material.
There are four ( 4) kinds of hides used by the manufacturer of the different kinds and
quality of leather most l'!Sed by the Quartermaster's Department-'' :flint," or "dry
hides," ''dry-salted," "greeJ?·Salted," and ~· slaugh~er." There is also a class•c~lled
"dry-pickled." Slangbter-~1des ar~ the sk1~s of all!mals slaughtered in the neighborhood, and they generally bnng a b1gber prwe t~an any of the others. They require
less preparation for the tan and make a more pliable leather than either of the other
classes. Harness-leather is, or should be, always made from slaughter-hides, as is
roo t of the leather tanned in oak-bark. They are generally limed, and, in this country, are plumped by gallic acid, though I have seen slaughter-sole which hau been
plumped by mineral acid. The slaughter-hides of the West are coarser than those of
New England and the Middle States. The Army specifications call for ''upper leather
to be the best oak-tanned from slaughter-bides." Dry, or :flint hides, come from South
America; the best from Buenos Ayres. They a:re skins taken from the animals, dried
in the suo, and cured without salt. The~ reqmre softening in water before liming or
sweating, and great care should be xermsed to prevent any injury to the fiber in the
process. Dry bides, according to some tanners, make a softer sole leather than
slaughter, or green-salted, through the process of softening; but this is not the
general opinion. They are usually sweated, and almost all brought to this country
come to New York Ol' Bo ton, and are tanned in hemlock-bark. They make a firm,
solid, heavy, and s rviceable material, and by many are considered the best for soleleather. The Army specifications for boot aud shoes call for ''the soles to be of the
be t oak-tanned from outh American (commonly called Spanish) dry hides." One
hundred pounds of dry hides make from one huodnd and sixty to one hnndred and
eighty pounds of leather. Dry-salted and green-salted are indicated in character by
their names. They come from ontb America, Texas, and remote parts of the country.
The Texas bide is considered to be of a better q nali ty than the South American or the
Mexican, owing to greater care being u ed in taking it off, and it brings a bi<Ther
pric .
om onth American hide are green-salted; IJut these mo tly go to European
market . Tbe Buenos Ayre hides have lost character lately, owing to car lessness
ne hundred pounds of green hides will make from
in taking them off tb animal .
fort -five to ixty pound. of 1, ather.
''Hid s" are from thelarg and full-grown beast ; "kip" from the mailer ones of the
same cia. ; 1 ' kiu " from calves, beep, roat , aud other small auimals. Large teers
make t.hicke~ and beavi r leath~r tbn:n bulls and cow . Bnll-hides are coar e-grained
and tbJDnei· 10 the back, but tl.nck r tn the neck and belly, than stter . Cows which
hav ·alved ev ral ttme bav di tended skin , and make much better upper or curri d than ole leather. Tb
kin from large cattle an; best, provided tbt>y are not
fla!Jby.
kint! from animals slaughtered iu the colJer months give 5 per cent. more
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leather than those taken in summer. The best hides come in the fall; the poorest in
the spring. Cold weather has great effect upon t~e quality ?f hides. Those · f~om
Russia a.nd Canada are coarser that those taken m the Umted St.ates. Dry h1des
weigh about twenty pounds, green hides about fifty pounds each. It is improper to work dry hides and sal.ted hides together, and it is never done by the best
tanners. Neither should ligqt and. heavy hides be, as an unequal and irregular product would result.
The convention of October li:l, 1876, made the following classifications: A greentrimmed hide is one clear of horns, bones of all kinds, flesh, sinews, blood, manure, or
other offal. Hides (cured) weighing from twenty-six (26) to forty ( 40) ponnds are
classed as upper-leather hides; those from forty ( 40) to sixty (60) pounds, buff-leather
hides; those from fifty (50) to seventy (70) pounds, harness-leather; full, plump, clear:fibered hides of seventy (70) pounds and over, as sole-leather. Coarse-fibered or spready
hides of seventy (70) pounds and over are generally split and used for carriage-tops,
collars, bellows-top, &c. As much depends upon the bide as upon the tanning; poor
hides, no matter how well handled, will make poor leath~r, and, although a good hide
through bad tanning makes bad leather, all the care in the world will not tan common
or damaged hides into good leather.
There are quite a number of tanning materials used in this country and in Europe.
Analyses of them, though made by the most celebrated chemists, show great variations
in the quantities of tannic acid and other tanning properties contained, and but little
dependence can be placed upon the figures given. 'l'he principal tanning materials
are terra japonica or gambier, catechu or cutch, valonia, clivi-clivi, myrabola, nutgalls, sumac, and the barks of !:leveral varieties of trees. In the United States the
greater part of the tanning is done with oak or hemlock bark, and, beyond question,.
leather made from these two barks is the best. In Europe, where bark is scarce and
dear, tanners use almost anything that contains tannic acid to eke out the meager
quantity of bark ~mployed.
Valonia is found in Asia Minor. from whence it is largely exported. It is the acorncup of the "prickly-capped oak" (the acorn contains no tannin), and is very rich in
tannic acid, containing about 40 per cent. It is an exce1lent tannmg material, producing a hard, firm, impermeable leather of good color and heavy weight. The English
tanners use this material largely, and it certainly makes excellent leather when com,.
bined with solution of bark.
Myrabolan is the husk of a fruit grown in the East Indies, and contains upward of
25 per cent. of tannin. Leather tanned with this material is generally light and porous,.
of yellow color, and of not high repute.
Divi-divi is the pod of a shrub grown in the tropical part , of America. It contains
over 25 per cent. of tannic acid, and tans a very porous leather of a reddi~h-brown
color, but gives great weight. It is not much used in this country, and, from the quality
of leather produced by it, is not likely to be.
Terra ja.ponica, or, as it is more commonly called, gambier, is largely used in this.
country. It tans very quickly, uut makes a light, spongy, porous leather of a dark
and cloudy color. For Army purposes it should not be purchased. Leather tanned
with it will be permeable to water, and will wear out rapidly. It contains about 30'
per cent. of tannin.
.
Catechu is one of the most energetic tanning materials used, containing from 40 to
50 per cent. of tannic acid. It tans poor leather, however, of a light, porqus, permeable character, and in color a dark-redtlish fawn. Neither gambier nor catechu
yields any of the bloom so prized.
Nut-galls are very rich in tannin, containing, according to some chemists, no less
than sixt.y-five per cent. Leather made from an infusion of this material is apt to be
hard and liable to crack.
Sumac is a valuable tanning substance and is generally used as an adjunct to other
materials. It conr ains about thirty per cent. of tan.nic acid. It makes a soft and
pliable leather of good color, and is largely used by the tanners of harness-leather in
connection with oak-bark. It is also used by hemlock tanners to tone down the product of their vats.
Professor Knapp, Qf Germany, has been experimenting with chloride of iron, and
claims that he can tan leather with it. While be doubtless precipitates the gelatine
of the bide, it will be long ere any mineral acid will take tbe place of the simpler and
better vegetable materials now used.
Cork-tree bark is largely used in Italy and Spain. It is stronger in tannin than oakbark and is energetic in action. It makes good leather, but the color is dark and therefore unpopular.
Willow-bark is the principal substance used in Russia, which accounts for much of
the very ordinary leather tanned in that country. It is weak in tannin, and is one of
the pooreat materials known.
In England, copp1ce and mimosa barks are largely used. They make a ~olid and
heavy, but .b rittle, leather.

1
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Oak-bark is one of the two substances most commonly used in this country. It iA
strongest and best m Virginia, Mar.vland, Kentncky, the southern parts of Pennsylvania, and the lower Ohio Valley. N ortb of these localities it is poor and weak. There
are several varieties of it, but that known as chestnut or rock oak is the best. Yellow oak, commonly called quercitron, i.s the next best. It is largely used,. in extr<~oct,
by tanners as a dye. White oak makes a poor leather, but a pretty color. Oak-bark
containf:! of pure tannin from seven to twenty per· cent., accordiLg to age and locality.
All of the leat.ber tanned in the Ohio Valley and in the neighborhood of the oak forests is tanned with this substance. Its product is the most · expensive leather sold in
the market. It makes a :firm, solid, pliable, impermeable leather of a light attractive
color and of a rich bloom. It is largely used in England, but its cost iR vers' great
there on account of its scarcity, and, for that rP,asou, valonia and other substitutes are
added. Wherever it is used, if care has been exercised, the resnlt is good, serviceable,
pliant, and handsome leather. In this country it is worth from ten to twelve dollars a
cord . American oak-tanned leather took the prize at the Vienna Exposition 18i3, and
it commands a ready market at home and abroad. Oak-bark is the oldest tanning
substance known in this country, and from price, color, trac1ition, habit, care in making and :finishing, oak-tanned leather, for a time at least, will remain the standarc.l.
Hemlock-bark.-Four-fifths of the leat.her tanned in the United States is tanned with
this material. It gi·ows in great abundance in Canada, Nova Scotia, and the elevated
and mountainous regions <4 New England and the Middle States. The supply is practically inexhaustible, and yields a cheap and valuable material, such as no other country
possesses. It contains from 8 :o 15 per cent. of pure tannin, varying, as in oak, according to locality ·and species. There is probably no particular difference in the tannic
acid produced from oak arid hemlock barks, but there is a marked difference i.n the
color, and a perceptible difl'erence in the character of the leather tanned by them. · It
is said t.hat the red color in hemlock-tanned leather is in the form of little globules of
resin, which cannot be removed by any of the known processes of :filtering bark. An
agent bas been found (so report says) that will cut t.he resinous globule, and by running
the liquor through bone charcoal it comes out clear and colorless. This it is said can
be done without impairing the quality of the bark, and it may or may not be true. It
is probable, however, that science will sooner or later solve some of the problems which
now vex the mind of the manufacturer, and that the objectionable color of hemlock-tan
will be modified, and that without injury to the product. Unqnestionably the extractive matter of the two barl<s, oak and hemlock, are unlike. The tanning properties
yielc.led by all coniferous trees contain more or less of resinous or gummy substances.
The extractive of hemlock bark would therefore be likely to, and certainly does, con'tain a certain quantity of resinous matter. The tendency of this matter is to unite
with the gelatine of the hide and hold the fiber so firmly packed that great rigidity and
solidity are imparted to the leather. Iu sole-leather the tendency is to rasp off tho
:fiber on account of this rigidity, and this is one of the reasons why hemlock sole-leather
is sometimes brittle and likely to crack if subjected to a short bend. It also bas a
tendency to make the leather harder anc.l stiffer with age, .so that it is difficult to sew
it. For Army boots and shoes this is not now as great an objection as formerly, as the
upper and sole are fastened together by a brass screw. The color of slaughter hemlockleather is better than that from dry bides and it is more pliable than that made from
dry or salted hides. Hemlock-tanned leather is .firm, solid, close-grained, heavy, and
impermeable to water. The color is red, which is one of the principal objections to it.
Leather i tanned with hemlock-bark in very much less time than is possible with oakbark, and it is said that some.. tanners have been more anxious to get their leather to
market than to produce a first-rate article. Hemlock uvper-leather is used even more
extensively than hemlock sole. The tanning process plumps it throughout, and the
offal (flanks and bellie ) is less .O.abby than npper-lAather tanned in oak. For this
rea on it cuts to much better advantage in making boots and shoes than oak-tanned
upper. It is aid to bold its shape well, and it is claimed for it that it is quite as imperm eable to water, if not more so, than oak upper. For fine cnstom work oak-tanned
upper i the best, because more pliable and soft, For heavy wear and tear, hemlock
will render good aud honrst service. As iu sole-leather, one of tl10 gr at objections to
h mlock upper-] ather is it color, though it is not so apparent a in sole. When hemlock wax-upper iR carefully and skillfully made, the result is an excellent leather. Of
late yearsgr atchanO'efor the better ha. been made in hemlock tanning, and the result
i shown in the better price. obtained and in itsenbauced reputation. It is not always
well fleshed, and much is loft on the hide when it goes into the vat that shonl<l bavo
remained in th beam-bons . It i in thi re pect that oak l ather iR c.lecidedly superior.
For heavy work b mlock sole-leather i u. ful and valuablP. Farmers and the laboring
cla e generally wear hemlock-leather, aud where hfLrd service iH demanded there can
be no doubt of it erviceable e. s .
. ak and hemlock are ometim s mixed, and the result is called "Union" leather.
~lll wa larg l • osed for Army w •ar during the late war, but is now tanned and princtpally u d forb lting and for the soles of women's hoe . It makes a handsome, firm,
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solid leatbPr, and is an honest gtnmne tannage. For upper it h:1s a great mn,uy friends.
So~e tan first in hemlock, then split the side, and finish in oak. Others tan tir.;t in
oak, and :fluh;b in hemlock. I believe the first ma.kes the best-l<ioking l eather. The
objectiou to tllis kind of leather is that yon cannot tell the proportions of bark usecl.
It may be 90 per cent. of oak and 10 per cent. of hemlock, or it ma,_v be 90 per cent. of
hemlock, and 10 per cent. of oak. ''Union'' leath er is largel.r sold ur:der the commercial
name of'' Union crop," and it Llrings high prices.
.
There are in all countries, but more particularly in this, two classes of persons who
make shoes and two classes who wear them . To the first belong what a.re known a3
shoemakers, who work on the bench, taking upper and sole leather, aud turning out a
fine boot or shoe. To this shoemaker comes the person who bas his boot made on
measurement, and who, regardless of expense, seeks pliability and appearance,
without particularly caring whether it wears well or not. To the other class, and
they are in. the large majority, belong the heavy manufacturers, who turn out boots
and shoes by the case, and who never see the wearers of theil! productions. The consumer is of moderate meaDs, and his desire is to obtain a boot or shoe possessing the
power of resisting attrition and not absorbing moisture; be does not care a'l much for
pliability and looks as for service. Tile first class use oak-leather, the latter hemlock .
There is no question that oak is more pliable, commands a higher price, and is oftener
worn by the higher classes than hemlock. It is not as heavy to the superficial foot as .
Hemlock-leather is often stained and
hemlock, and is to that extent desirable
bleached, or buffed and whitened, to resemble oak. It seems to me that this is a grave
mistake on tl1e part of the makers of hemlock-leather. It is deception, and, however
harmle~s, shows a lack of confidence or of something else. If bemlocl\-leather be as
good as its friends claim, and it certainly is a good serviceable leather, why make pret~nse that it is oak ? If the Army shoulu ever require a large number of boots and
shoes, as happened during the rebellion, the Quartermaster's Department should do
awa.y with the specifications which call for oak-leather only, and open the door to
honest, pure hemlock-leather; for, if it does not, it will surely bny hemlock-leather
that resembles oak so closely that none but the most expert could detect i.ts fraudulent
character. It is certain that large quantities of "doctored'' hemlock-leather were
sold for oak during the late war. In some cases where it was used for scabbards, or
where iron and steel came in contact with it, the alum aud sa.lt and vitriol, &c.,
llsed to bleach it, rusted the iron and steel, and so betrayed its illegitimacy; but thousands of sides were sold aud used in blissful ignorance by all except t.he seller. If only
deceit were practiced, it would not be so utterly objectionable, but the quality of
the leather is injured by this doctering, and it further deteriorates by age.
While I still think oak-t-anned leather the best, aud see no reasons to recommend a
change in the specifications calling for it, I believe that hemlock-leather, properly
tanned and curried, will make good serviceable Army boots and shoes-not so sio-btly,
0
not so pliable, as if made of oak, but much cheaper, and possibly as comfortable. The
manufactnrers of hemlock-leather ask for a trial of their product. I can see no good
reason (when proposals are next invited) why about t.wenty per cent. of the quantity
needed for the Army should not be accepted made of hemlock-leather. They could be
distribnted among the troops and tested by use. If as serviceable as oak, a large part
of the appropriation could be saved; if not, the question would be settled without loss
to any concerned.
I prefer" straight" tannages for Army boots and shoes. Either we should nse pure
oak or pure hemlock, and insist upon having it "pure and undefiled." The dealer in
"doctored" hemlock should have no encoura.gement given him.
During the first part of the late war the New England regiments going to the front
wore shoes of hemlock-leather; and the colonel of one of them, now a prominent jurist
in Massachusetts, says his regiment was never better .shod than when it left home.
Appended hereto is a statement of the tests made, showing the results, in figures of
the rela.ti ve thickness, weight, solidity, and permeability of the various kinds of leather
submitted to the congress. These tests were made with Mr. Skeel, to whom I am indebted for much of the data used in compiling the tabular part of this report, tlle apnendix.
- Before closing, it may not be out of place to refer to a patent process for renovating
leather which has become stiff and brittle by age and wear. It bas been successfully
used at tbo Je1fersonville Depot. It is a compound of sumac anu other incrredients
dissolved iu water, in which the leather neediug treatment is soaked. It gpeus the
pores of the leather, retans it, and restores, to a great extent, its strength and elasticity. Before the leather is thoroughly dry, after having passed throucrh this bath it
is immersed for a short time in neat's-foot oil, mixed with sufficient ivot:Y-bla.ck to o-ive
it color; it i then taken out, wiped, and a coat of gum tragacanth applied.
b
It is said that this process so restores the leather as to render it almost as serviceable
as when new, that it is particularly valuable in the renovation of harness which bas
become bard and brittle through long and constant use, and tbat the expense is incon·ideraule when coo1pared with the advantage derived .from it1:1 use.
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I desire, in concluding this report, to express my appreciation of the courtesies shown
to me by the leather-dealers with whom I have come in contact. All, whether their
product was oak or hemlock, were equally cordial and polite, and, when my errand
was made known, extended to me every facility in their power. The oak tanner, al- ·
though thinking his product the best, g:we the hemlock manufacturer credit for making a good article; and the hemlock tanner, while claiming great merit for his production, was not unmindful of the value of oak. I was astonished to see the greatness
of this industry, second only to that of agriculture.
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN F. RODGERS,
Captain and Military Storekeeper, U. S. A.

APPENDIX.

Tests.
The judges of leather appointed by the Centennial Commission selected sixty-six
sides to be experimented upon. These sides were taken from the sole-leather sent for
-exhibition, and represented the following countries : England, France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Russia, Sweden and Norway, South America, Australia, and the United
:States. From the latter country the samples were taken from oak, hemlock, and union
tannages, and will be so denominated in the following account of tests to which the
various samples were subjected. A sample from each side was cut from that part
which comes nearly over the kidneys; these samples were marked and giveJJ. to Mr.
Skeel. Each piece had a number correspondingl to the exhibition-number, as entered
upon the records of the shoe and leather exhibit, and n either Mr. Skeel nor myself
iknew from whose tannages the samples came. These pieces were all cut with the
same die, a square, 3t inches, giving an area of 12t square inches. 'Itey were then
measured with a pair of call ipers divided to r!Jo of an inch. Each piece was measured in four places, and the mean of the four taken as the thickness.
The following table gives the mean thickness of the various samples expu:mcntcd
upon.
TABLE

I.- 'hou:ing 1nean thickness of all sarnp les of leat her rf the sarne tannage in the con
·
clition in which they were exhibited.

-------

----

' Kind of leather.

--------------------------------------------------------- --------English .. __ ... __ . __ . _•. _.... __ .. ____ . ____ .. __ ..•. __ .... ___ ... __ •.
Oak . -. _ . _.- _•... _. _ . ___ ... _. _••. _______ ..• __ ... ___ • _ •. _... _.• __ _
Australian . __ . ___ .. __ •.• _. ____ ... __ •. ______ .. _. _..••••• _.... ____ .
Hem lock._. __ . ____ . ____ . _... _.•. _.... ___ •.... ___ ... __ .... _•. _. __ .
Union .. __ ... _____ . ____ ... __ ... __ . _.. ____ ..•. __ ... __ •..•.• _.. _. __ .
Au trian .. _. _... _-. _ . ____ .. ___ ... ____ . . _. __ .. ____ ..... __ .. _... __ .
South American ___ .. _........ __ ..... _... ____ .. ____ •. __ ..... _. __ ..
Italian ___ .. ____ .. _. _- .. ____ .. _. _... . ___ . _ . __ . __ .. _. _.. __ . _.. ____ .
wedish and Norwegian·---·---·---· ··---·····--····-···-·-·-·--- '
Rus ian .. _..•. ____ .. ___ ... _.• _.. ____ .• __ . __ . ____ .. ____ .. _. __ .. _..

~~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ _· :::: ::::::: :::::: _·: .- ~: ~ ." :::::: ~: ~::: ~::::: ::: ::: ::: : ::I

1

11
6
9
9
8

2
5
7
3

2
4

0.290
0.269
0.253
0.244
0.242
0.242
0.225
0.216
0.214
0.210
0.210
0.208

I

In th: table it will be een that, of the three tannages of this country, oak is the
thick t, hemlock next, and nniou lea t.
TIJ . ampl · w rc then all carefnlly weighed upon a very sen sitive balance. The
time con umed betwc n weighing the first and la t pieces beil1g only about an bonr,
tb ·fl'·:t of the temrH.:rature coulcl not have been seu~ible enough to lJavo injnred the
compan on.
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The following table shows the mean weights:
TABLE

H.-Showing mean weight of samples 3t inches sqnare, in the condition in which they
tcere exhibited.

Kind of leather.

.

.

English .....................••..•........•...... , ..................•..
Oak, American ....................................................... .
llemlock .........•.....................••....................... -- -- .
I<'renl1h ..................................•...........•.....•.....•••...
Australian ........................................................... .
Austrian ...•...........••.................••....••....•..........•....
Union ...................................•••.........••.•...•......•..
German ....................•.........•...••...••..........•..........

~~:~~: ~~~-~~~~~~i-~~~~~~~~::.:~~::~::::~~~--~~~~~~:::::·.::::: ~~:: ::~:

Italian .............................................................. .
South American •..•....•................•...•.••.....................

Weight in
grams .

54.23
51.22
50.89
49.41
49.06
48.24
46.65
42.27
41.3G
40.79
39.10
37.95

It will he seen that the English leather is the heaviest as well as the thickest. 'J'his
weight, and possibly some of the thickness, will be accounted for later. Of the United
State!:! tannages, the weights are, oak heaviest, hemlock next. and union last.
To show the actual weight of the different samples, the weight of a square foot of
each of tbem, one-quarter (t) of an inch t.hick, bas been com~utecl from the data furnished in the two preceding tables. The following table is the result:
TABLE

IlL-Showing the calculated mean weight of a square foot of leather of each of the
1•m·ious tannages, if one-qua1·ter (t) in~ thick.

Kind of leather.

French .•.........•....•........• - - .. -. - · - - - - - · - - - - · · · - - · · · • --- • · · - · · · · ·
Hemlock ........•..............•..•............•••......•. - ........... .
German . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . • . . . . • • • • • . . • • . . . . . . ....••.....
Austrian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . .. . . . . . . . • • . . . . . • . . •..•... - - • . · - - - - · - - - - · - · · ·
Russian .............•..........................••...• ---. --- · ---- - ·--- ·
Oak .......................................... ,. .••...•.•......•..••••..

t:r~~s~- ~~~ -~ ~~~~~i-~~ ~ :::::: :::: ~::::::: :::::: :::::::::: ~::: '::::::::: ~

Australian ......................•..................•........... - . - .•. -- .
English ...•...............•.............•.••.......•• -. -----. ·----- ---Italian . . . . . . .. ............ __ . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • . . . . . . . . ........ ..
SouthAm~rican ............................•.....••...............•.••..

Weight in
pounds.

1.52
1.:-35
1.. 31
1. 29
1. 26
1. 26
1. 25
1. 25
1. 25
1. 21
1.17
1. 05

The fact that bemlock-leather is heavier than oak is well establishecl and has long
been so recognized in commercial transaction~. There are, of course, exceptions to
this rule; thick oak will weigh more than tllin hemlock; but if two hides (dry or green),
of CCJnal weight before tanning, be tanned, one in oak and the other in hemlock, the
latter will weigh the most. Tuns the experience of the trade verifies the accuracy of
the compntation that changes the po itions of t.he two tannages in the two preceding
tables. Hemlock i geuerally harder rolled than oak, aud loses in thickness while
gain.ing in solH1ity.
Afcer tlle ~:~amples had bern measnred and weighed they were pla.ced in a hot-air
bath, beatccl to a temperatnre of lGO" FahrenhPit, and kept at this temperature until
tbe.y llac1 become thoroughly and equally dried. Tbe following table shows their
we1ghts after the samples bad been so dried:
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IV.-Showing the rneatt weight of sarnples of leather of various tannages (3t inches
squm·e) 1vhen cl1·ied at 160° .Fahrenheit.

- --------- -

-

---------------

Kind of leather.

English ...•.....•... - .... -- ........ --- ............ ---- .... - ..... -- .. -.Oak .................•........... . ... _.... "_ .......... . ............ _... .
Hemlock ...•.•........ - - . . .. - . -... - - -.... - -.. - ..... - - - - .. - - ...... - - - -- .
French ..................................... ..........•........•........
Austrian .......... -.- ....... --- ................ - ••... -- .... - ......... -.
Australian ........... -....... -.- ................... -... -.-- ........ -- .. .
Union .... ·----· ...................•.. ·----- .................... ....... .
German ............................................................... .
Swedish and Norwegiail ................................................ .
Russian ....................................•...........................
Italian ..................................... -- .... -- ... --- ... --. ~ ... -- ..
South American ..•.....·......•.................................... -.···.·

Weight in
grams.

49.36
46.74
46.10
44.38
4:3.93
42.94
42.05
37.79
36.94
36.79
34.88
34.D5

The following table shows the relative loss of weight of each of the tannages after
having been dried as above. It will be observed that, although there is quite a difference between the leather which lost most and that which lost least weight, those of
our own country, which are particularly under investigation, show but small difference.
TABLE

V.-Showing the rllean relative weights of samples of t•arious tannages when dried at

160° .Fahrenheit, and when in original condition, the weights of the latter being 100.

Kind of leather.

Relative
weights.

-------------------------------------------------Oak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
English . . • . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . ..
Au trian...... ...•.. ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... .... ...... ... ...
IIernlock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . . . • . . . . . . . . • .
Union·----·............................................................
Russian................................................................
l!'rench . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
South American.... . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
German . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . ... . . . . . .
Swedish and Norwegian.................................................
Italian . . . . . • . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Australian................ . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . .. . . . . .

9 t. 2
91. 0
91.0
90. 5
90.1
90.1
89. 8
89. 7
89. 4
89.3
89. 2
87. 5

After the amples bad been dried and weighed as above they were placed in a tank
of water and allowed to remain .for ninety-six (96) hours. The water was frequently
renewed o that the samples were thoroughly soaked. The samples were tben examinecl to see if any soluble matter r mained. Some pieces showed that all of the
coloring and soluble matter had not been removed. Snch pieces were rinsed in clear
water and then worked by band until no more soluble matter could be found. The
coloring matter of the hemlock was red; of tb.e oak a yellowi b-white; and of the Euglish a whity-brown. Tbe latter contained a great deal of substance resembliug clay·
the fie h ide had a coat of it evidently put on as a :fiui b, and after this was wa ·bed
off a considerable quantity was yielded by workmg. Other European samples seemed
to have b en treated in the same way, although to a less ext u t. I believe tbi clayey
u h tance to ba ve been u ed for the pnrpo e of giving w igh t and soliqi ty to the leather.
It wa noticed that the ample bad le~; stiffn' s after it bad been removed. It is posihle that this snb tance may add to the wearing qualities of the 1 ather, but if it can
b' r movt!d by ·oakiog in water, and if the di placed particl 'S of clay be replaced by
watnr filling the por of the leather, it mm~t be at the expen c of the wearer' comfort
ancl h alth. 'rh' fi>llowing talJlo shows the weigi.Jts after the samples bad been soaked
and worked a above:

AuJ·.trt'cnv

1iu.sszan.

___

_,,.

~-----1 SwedU~ §!".JYOrw~Uv-u
/t-alltzn .

.

foenolu
Hen-z..Zoc~

JLI~ljltl-

ru ...

t!~n~/i.lio•v " / Cl&c. .r,,l''/,.1«- t?~/'tr~·Jti~Qiu'rc-(. on- d~tr~ /~~-

./,~~rul.

?~jA/2U7L~ ~~
:t~
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VI.-Showing the mean weights of samples of ·uarious tannages when thot·ouqh~!Jsat
·ut·ated with water after having been previonsly dried at Hi0° FaM·enheit, and all solnble
·matter washed ont in 11;ater at 85° Fahrenheit.

TABLE

Kind of leather.

I

English ..••..........•....•...•.•.•••....•........•.....•...•.•........
Oak ........•••. _..........••.••.... ·... _...•. _•....••••. _.... ______ .. __ _
Australian ......................••....... _.....•............•••. _._._ •. _..
Hemlock . __ ...........•....••••...••.•...•..... _..... __ ....•••.........
Austrian. ___ ._ .••• ~ ...••.•.••••... __ .... _••..... _... _...... _.....•••....
Union ...................................................... " ........... .
I<'rench .. ___ .. __ ...... __ ................... __ ... _......•• _•.•..•. _•...•.
Russi an ........ _•.........•...•...•. _•••.. _.......••.........•• _. _... ·..
South American .......•.••......•...... _.. _. _...............••••........
German ...............•••...••..•..•. ·----· ..••........ ----·· ....•..•••
Swedish and Norwegian ............................... . ..... ---- ....... .
Italian .. _.... _.•..•.•..••••...•••.... _............... - .........•••. -..•.

Weight in
grams.

·eo. 80

76.82
74.66
74.44
71.51
69.84
. 66.18
63.8cl
64.64
61.22
60.69
60.29

It was observed that the samples which felt soft and spongy before working absorbed
the most water-the South American and Russian gaining the most, and the German
and French the least. Of the oak, union, and hemlock, the quantity absorbed was in
the order named. The hemlock, which is proverbially stiff and hard when dry, retained its character when soaked; the oak was rendered much softer and more pliant.
The following table shows the relative weights after having been soaked:
TABLE VII.-Showing the mean t·elative weights of samples of variotts tannages when th.ot·ou.ghly soaked and when in original condition, weights of the latter being lOU.

Kind of leather.
South American ... _..........• _.. _.•..•........... _...•••. ..•••.........
Russi an .••••...... __ .....•..•. __ .•..•..•....•••...... _. _... _•.•.. _.... .
Italian .......................................................... ~ .... ..
Australian ..... _... _..... __ .. __ .......·......•.. -- .• -.- ... -...• -. --- .. - ..
Oak ... __ ...•..... _...... _..... __ .. _..... _. __ .. ~ _.... __ • _.. __ • _•...... __ .
Union ............ : .•••. ··--------··-----· .... -------·---- ...... ------··
English ...•.. __ .... _..•.....••............................ - ........... .
Austrian .............. __ ............. . . _.••..........•...... _... _....•..

~:~1~sl a-~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:~:':~:.'~~:~:.'~~::::: ~-: ~ ~: ~:: ~ .' .'::::::::::

German ......•••.... ~ ...•.•••...•. _•... _.... _ ............••• _.•........
French .......•....•.......•...... _........•..•......•.•...... _. _••••••.

---

Helative
weights.

170.3
156.6
154.2
152.1
149.9
149.7
148. 9'
148,2
146.5
146.2
144.8
123.9

The pieces ofleatber were agaip dried at a temperature of 160° 1!'., being kept in this
bath twenty-four (24) hours, after which they were again weighed. The following
tables show (VIII) the weight an'cl (IX) the relative we;ght as compared with the
weight in the condition exhibited:
TABLE

VIII.-Showing the mean weight of samples of the vctrious tannage8 after all soluble
tnatler has been washed ont and the ·residue d1·iecl at 1600 F.

Kinds of leather.
Hernlock ....•....... ·----- .••••........ ------ ......................... .
English ..... __ .•...... _.. _.... _.... ___ .... _......... __ •..... _.. _...... .
Oak ............................ -----· ...... ·----- ..................... .
Australian .................................. ·----- .................... ..
nion .........•... _........... _... _. _ .... _..••.•..•.•..................
Austrian .... _.. _.. . . . . . . . . _..... __ .. __ .•.. __ .•.......•••........ __ .... .
French ........ _••....••....•••.. _..•.. _.. _.................... _..... _..
Gern1 an . _............... _................. _....................•... ___ .
Ru sian ............................................................... .

;~ri~~h-~~-d- ~~~~~~-i~~ ~ ~: ~::: ~ ~::: __ ~: ~ _:: ~ ~: ~::::::: _.: ~::: ~::::::::::::

South American ....... _. _........................ _. _...•.........•. __ . _.

Weight
in grams.

43.15
42.57
42.32
39. ·78
39.10
38.5R
37.79
35. 15
34.28
34. 16
32.21
31.26
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IX.-Showing the mean 1·elative weights of samples of varions tanrwges after all soluble rnatter had been washed ont atul the residue dTied at 160° F., ancl weights in original
conclition, the latter being 100.

TABLE

Kinds of leather.

Hemlock ·----· .... --· ................................................ ..
Russian ................................................... _........... .
Union ...•............................. _•............................•..
German ........... _.... _.................•..............••.........•••..
Oak ............................. - .... -----. ------ . -- ·-- · #---- ·----- ---Swedish and Norwegian ............................................... ..
I tali an .....................•................................•.....•.•• .
South American .... ~-- ................................................ ..
Australian ............................................................. .
Austrian .....••••............•.•••.......•.••...........................
English ............................................................... ..
French ............ .. ................... _............................... .

Relative
weights.

84.8
84.4
83.8
R3.1
82.6
82.6
82.4
82.4
81.1

79.9
78.5

76.2

Table IX shows quite a marked difference of loss between tbe various tannages;
hemlock and Russian Jose less than any of the others, and English and French the
most. The hemlock and Russian leathers are the antipodes of one another; the hemlock being a full, solid, firm tannage; the Russian, flabby, porous, and but partially
tanned.
The various specimens were next placed separately in a wire basket and weighed
in water, thereby obtaining their specific gravity. The following table shows the
mean specific gravity of each tannage:
TABLE

X.-Showing the rnean specific g1·at•ity of all the samples of the va1·ious tannages.

Kinds o£ leather.

: :; : ; :; ~~ ~;;;: ;: ~: : ~;~;; ~ :

English .........•••.....•....................................... ······•·

g~~:.~: ~~~~~~~~;~~: :;~~:: ~: ~~::

Anstrian .•.....................•..................................•.....
l-Iemlock ..........................................•....................
Russi an ................•...................•...........................
Union ................................................................. .
Au. tralian ..............•............... _...........................•...
Italian ........ --·· ..................•.••............ ___ ............... .
, outh American ....................................................... ..

Specific
gravity.
1. 52 0
1. 5145
1. 4 97
1. 4777
1. 4753
1. 4744
1. 4656

1.45 7
1. 4542
1. 4457
1. 4422

1.4125

It having been determined to compress the pieces of leather to a uniform hardness
previou to tryin~t the relative ab orption and grinding experiments, and it being inconvenient to roll the leather a was most desirable, and as the trip-hammers available
were none of them light enough for the work because they crusbed and broke the fibers
of the leather experiwented upon, the hydraulic press was resorted to.
'fbe amples were all soaked in water to the same extent as is generally practiced
l1y shoemaker in working sole-leather, and separately subjected to a pressure of two
thon and (2,000) ponnds p r ·quare inch. The character of the amples was changed
by thi pre nre. Water was forced from the leather and the area of surface was incr a ed iu each piece about one-quarter (t) o( an iuch each way, i.e., from 3! inches to
:~~ inch s square. The. e piece , after drying, shrunk to :3-H inche square, and wh n
e.·poiS rl to th 11atnral atmo phere a~ain xpanded to their original iz (3t inches
fjl_lar ·) wh u cut from the bi~le . The various sam ples having been render c1 of a
llllJ~o~·m h:~rdne · .' cl en :. , and drynes:, an experim nt was begnn to determine the
rapHlJty wtth' b1 ·h each kind of leather ab orbed water until saturation '"n eJl'ceted.
Each pi ·c • wa dipped in tbo water twenty-three (2:3) titu s and allowed to remain in
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H ten (10) seeonds each time. After each immersion the piece was carefully wiped and
weighed. Saturation was effected in some of the samples before the twenty-third dip,
that is, the leather gained comparatively nothing in weight in several of the last immersions. The difference is very striking, and a diagram accompanying this report
will show the mean rapidit.y with which the various tannages took up water. The
hemlock takes up the least and takes it up slowest, the English takes up the most but
does it more gradually than any of the others. This experiment shows that, in powers
of absorption, there are two classes of leather; one that takes up water rapidly at
first and slowly aftenvard, and another that absorbs gradually. Tlte English particularly belongs to this latter class, while hemlock and French more markedly show the,
former.
The experiment of which most was expected was the least successful; it was to de-termine the resistance to abrasion or attrition. Mr. Jackson S. Schultze designeu a
machine to test this quality in the leather, which consisted of an Obio grindstone·
mounted on a vertical ax le. This stone was run at a speed of seventy-five (75) revo-lutions per minute. The leather was tacked on wooden blocks and held in place bystationary chocks which kept them revolving and by iron weights which kept them
against tbe wheel. This experiment failed owing to the fact that at first the stone becarne glazed by the dust; ground off the leather working into the pores of tbe stone.
This was obviated by pouring fine sand on the center of the stone, which' was uniformly spread by centrifugal force; the sand prevented the glazing; uut wore the stone
away faster than the leather. As the stone wore down and became softer it cut away
the leather much faster. The friction of the leather on the stone heated both of them
and possibly burned the forruer a little.
The results obtained from this experiment are too unsatisfactory to record. Mr~
Schultze has given me the machine and I purpose continuing the experiments, running the stone at about halt the speed used in the test just mentioned, and arrang1ng
it to run partially submerged in a tank or tub of cold \Yater, whereby the ht at arising
from friction will be neutralized.
JOHN F. RODGERS,
Captain and Military Storekeeper, U. S. A.
Pnu,.\DELPIIIA DEPOT OF THE QuARTERMASTER's DEPARTMENT,
Philade~Jhia, Janua1·y 20, 18i7.

I.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR llELMETE'.

To be made of felt composed of one part each of Russia, best coney-back, muskrat,
extra coney, and a half part of wash-blow. Tho body approaches in shape the helmets
as seen in antique Greek sculpture-top spherical, sides vertical, front aucl back
gently sloping outward to the point where the helmet is to rE>st on the head; thence,
in a more diverging line, extending in front to a visor, in the back to a cape for the
protection of the neck. From center of top along tbe sides to lower edge, about eight
(8) incbe~, to extreme point of Yisor eleven and one-half (lli·) inches, to extreme point
of back eleven (11) inches.
Visor is gradnally narrowing, and rounded at 1he front; length about three and
one-half (3-!) inches, width across the forehead about twelYe (12) to twelve and one~ourth (12i) inches, across the front (one inch above the extreme point) about five (5).
mcbes.
The neck-cape is about seven and one-fourth (ii) inches wide, three and one-fourth
(3i) inches long, corners rounded.
The edge of !Jelmet, visor, and cape is bound with fine enameled leather. On either
side, about three and one-half(~-!) inches above the lower edge, i~ a ventilator.
At the lower edge, on either side, is a button-fastening for chin-strap.
The latter consists of two parts, made of enameled leather five-eighths(~) of an inch
wide, each about nine and one-half (9~) inches long. These parts are united, and can
be length ened or shortened by means of a loop (same material as strap) at tbe end of
one, and a brass bar-buckle one (1) by tbree-fonrths (i) of au inch at the end of the
other part. From one side botton to tbe other, straight across the front, is another
strap of enameled leather, five-eighths (t) of au inch wide, stitched on the body of the
helmet.
·
Sweat-leather, two and one-half (2!) inches wide, of Belgium sheep-skin.
.
The helmet is ornamented witb eagle, top piece, and plume-socket, scrolls aud rinrrs 1
and side buttons, and. is trimmed witb hair plume an<l cords and IJands.
b
Helmet ornament are mn<le of sheet-IJras , No. 24.
]fair plnnwJjor ltelnu•tf3- lacl of good hot\ e.. bair, dyed.
To droop from top of socket over back aud. sides of helmet.
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The hairs are woven and sewed together at one Pnd, gi\'ing the latter the form of a
flattened knob about one and five-eighths (1%) inch diameter with star-shaped brass
eyelet in center to admit the pen of the top piece. Length of plume from eyelet to
end, fourteen (14) inches.
Corc1s ancl bands for helmet.-Macle of worsted, No. 26, and "machined" cord. The
bands are loop-plaited, fastened to the scroll-rings, and festooned on front and back
of helmet, the festoons reaching in front to the npper edge of chin-strap, and approaching the lower edge of back within two (2) inches.
.
The loop-plaiting is about one (1) inch wide, and ends under the scrolls on the left
side in a tassel of sixty (60) to seventy (70) fringes, one and three-fourths (lt) inch
long. Through tl1e braided head, about three-fourths (!) inch diameter, passes the
continuation of the bands in the form of two cords, each five (5) feet eight (l::l) inches
long, with two (2) slides netted over a fuller's bo11rd three-fourths (!)inch in diameter,
five-eighths (i) of an inch high. Three inches from the lower end the cords are fastened together by a braided knot holding a loop about two and three-fourths (2~) inches
long. At the end of each cord is also a small braided knot and an aiguillette, plaited
flat in three strands of smaller cord, in oval shape, two and three-eighths (2!) inches
long, two and three-fourths (2!) inches wide. From the lower end of each aiguillette
is suspended another tassel of from sixty (60) to seventy (70) fringes, one and threefourths (1!) inch long, with braided bead three-eighths(!) of an inch high, threefourths (!) inch diameter.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
Qt£m'tU'masteT-General, Bvl. Majo1·-Gmurral, U.S. A.
SPECIFICATIO:KS l <'OR DRESS-CAPS.

The body or shell is made of felt, composed of equal parts of Russia, best coney backs,
muskrat, extra coney, and one-half(t) part of wash-blow. It weighs, uncovered, two and
three-fourths (2!) to three (3) ounces, according to size. Front vertir:al about three and
one-half (3i) inches high; back five and one-half(5i) inches long, rises upward and
forward in a convex sweep, and meets 1be crown at a point one and one-eighth (It) to
one and one-fourth (lt) inch higher than the point where it meets the upper edge of
the front.
The crown is slightly oval, five and one-fourth (51) inches in diameter from front to
back, four and one-half (4t) inches across. Ventilator in center of crown. At tbe
front edge is an opening, bound with a thin strap of enameled metal, to admit the stem
of tbe pompon, which is also held in position by a small leather socket sewed to the
inside of the cap-front, about one-half (i) inch below the crown.
·
·
The body is covered with fine wool-dyed indigo-blue cloth, braided around the upper
edge immediately below the crown, aml aronnd the lower eoge one-fourth (t) to fivesixteenths (f6 ) of an inch above the latter; also s traight clown the back, and in a
&traight slanting line on both sides, equidistant from back and front seam. 'fhis braiding is worsted three sixteenths ( 1:36 ) of an inch wide, and of the following colors: for infantry, ky-blne; engineers and artillery, scarlet; ordnance, crimson; commissary sergeant , gray; hospital stewardA, green. A visor of heavy enameled leatbe~, straight
and h rizontal, front edge ~>lightly convex, sides straight, corners rounded, inner edge
following tbe bhape of the cap on both sides, ending in a point about fi\'e (5) inches
from front scam.
On each side, immediately behind the enl of visor, is a small regnlation brass Lutton
for chin- trap.
Tbl' latter is made of thin enameled leather, fi ve-eigbtbs ( ~) of an inch wide, in two
part , eight and one-half ( i) to nine (D) inches each, and arranged to be lengthened
and bortrne<l, as descrihecl for h Jrnet chin strap. Sweat-leather, one and three-fourths
(1~) to two (2) inches wide, of Belginm leather. In front, immediately below the
crown, i a brass esgl , and below the latter the badge oi the corps or arm of service.
'izes ~:.am asofl1·lructs.
Adopted .M ay 31, 1 i6.
Pomp01111jor Dress-cap11-0f fine wor!ited, firmly marle on a wood-block.
'ap well rai. d and clo e. To be peu.r-Bbaped, three (:3) inches long, one and tbreefourtb (1 ) inch in diameter at bottom, antl one (1) inch at top. Under the canter of
the hott~m i a bras half pbere abont eleven-sixteenth (H) of an inch" in diameter,
from wb1ch protrudes a !!tern three (:~) inc be long, mad of strong copper wire.
'olor of pompon. for infantry, ky-hlue; artiUery, scarlet; eogweerH, lower baH
carlet, npper half white; ordnance, crims:Jn ; commi ~ary sergeants, gray; bo pi tal
t waHl p;reen.
Adopttcl day 31, 1 i6.
f. C. 1\II<~IG ',
Qnartcrma~st~:r-Oeneml, Btl . ...lfajol·-Geneml, U. • .:1.
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QUARTERMASTER- GENERAL .
SPECIFICATIONS FOR WOOL CAMPAIGN HATS.

Mixture.-To be of clean wool, of fine grade, equal in quality to XXX Ohio fleece.
No waste or shoddy to be used in mixture.
Weight.-Hat bodies to be weighed out, five and one-half (5t) ounces heavy, of clean
wool.
.
Shape.-Tbe 71-size block to be six (6) inches deep to center of tip, and five and onehalf (5t) inches deep at front and rear. Other sizes in proportion, varying one-sixteenth (-h) of an inch to eaeb size.
.
.
B1·im.-Edge of brim to be turned over three-eighths (!) of an inch on the urper
side, and stitched down with two (2) rows of stitching, and to measure two and a half
· (2t) inches in front and rear and two and five-eighths (2~) inches in width at sides.
Trimming.-Trimmed with eight (8) ligue Union braid, same quality as on sample
bat; to be sewed on by sewing-machine. Sweat to be of brown Japanned leather,
turned on top, one and three-quarters (1!) inch wide, and sewed in bat by sewing-machine. Two of "Brachers' patent ventilators," one on each side of crown, three and
one half (3t) inches from brim.
The hat to be velvet finished, soft and pliable, same as standard sample.
Not more than six (6) hats to be packed in each band-box.
Adopted June 14, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
Qum·tm·master-Geneml, Bvt. MajoT-General, U. S. A.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR FORAGE-CAPS.

Made of best wool-dyed indigo-blue cloth. Band about one and one-fourth (1t) inch
wide, str,mgthened by a strip of strong split-leather of the same width, sewed in between the cloth and the sweat-leather. The front rises straight and vertical one and
one-half (1t) to one and five-eightbs .(1t ) inch above the band, sides straight and slightly .
converging toward the crown. The back, about five (5) inches long, rises from the
band forward at an angle of 45 degrees, slightly convex.
The crown is circular, about four and three-fourths (4!) inches in diameter, made
upon strong "tarred board." The shape of the cap would thus give an incline to the
crown of one (1) to one and one-fourtll (1t) inch from rear to front.
A straight horiz :mtal visor of patent enameled leather, about three-sixteenths (-fo)
of an inch thick, shaped as described for dress-caps. A small brass regulation button
on each side, immediately behind the end of the visor, for chin-strap.
The latter is made in two parts, of fine enameled leather about one-half ( t) inch wide,
each part about nine (9) inches long, and arnwged, as on dress-cap, to be lengthened
and shortened at will.
Sweat-leather of Belgium l eather, one and one-half (H) inch wide.
Lining o£ glazed muslin, fasteJJ ed by its lower edge only, to the inner sti:ffenin% of
the band, the upper edge gathered witll strong threau.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartennaster-O eneml, Bvt. Mojor-General, U. S . .A.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR SEAL-SKIN CAPS.

'To bo n•ade of the" wool seal" skin, with ear- :flaps, cape, and visor, accordinrr to
pattern. Lining of Turkey-red chintz, padded with cotton wadding.
o
Sizes same as for rlress and forage caps.
Adopted May 23, 187.6.
M. C. MEIGS,
Q11arte~·masle1'-General, Bvt. Major-General, U. S . .A.
8PF.CU'1CATIONS FOR

METALLIC U ... ' IFOHM-COAT: IIELMl~T,
OHNAMENTS.

DRESS

AND FOHAGE CAP

Cap Bugles.-For field and band musicians: Of sheet-brass, No. 28 representin(J' an
old-style b.ngl~ wi~h circular crook, anJ. a cord slung three (3) fold ~round the l~wer
part,_termiUatwg m two (2) tassels on one, and one (1) tassel on tl.Je other side.
He1ght across crook, one and one-fourth (Jt) inches; width from mouth-piece to
outer edge of bowl, two and one-fourth (2!) inches. Brass-wire loops same as on letters.
Adopt d May 31, 1876.
·
Side Buttons for llelrnet.-One on each side, a little above lower edrre of helmet.
'They are one (1) inch diameter, edge bevel<::d and grooved, surfac~ slirrbtly convex

Gd~a~.

"

They are secured to the helmet by double brass-wire loops, as the scrolls are.

'
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Design: for cavalry and signal service: Two crossed sabers, hilts downwaru and
outward. For light artillery: Two cannon crossed at the trunnions.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
Castles for Cap.-Of sheet-brass, No. 28, representing an ancient castle with three(:~)
towers. Height of center tower, seven-eighths (t) of au inch; of side towers, one and
one-fourth (1i) inches each; of battlements between towers, five-eighths(%) of an inch.
Width at base, one.and seven-eighth~ (1i) inches; at top of side towers, one and threefourths (1!) inches. Two brass luops strongly soldered on back to fasten to cap.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
Castles for Coat.-To be of sheet-brass, No. 28, showing an ancient c 1stle with three
(3) towers. Height of ba.ttlernents, three-e\ghth>~ (!)of an inch; of center tower, onehalf (t) inch; of side towers, five-eighths ( ~) of an inch each ; breadth at base and top,
one (1) inch. Two small brass-wire loopssoldereu on the lJack to fasten to coat collar.
Ac1opted Ma.y 31, 1tl~6.
C1·escentsjor Cap.-For comroi::~sary serge tnts: Of sheet white metal, crescent shaped.
\Vidth froiJ? point to point, one and tivc-eighths (1~) inches; height of arc, one (1)
inch; greatest width in ceuter, one-half(~) inch. Bras:s-wire loop;; on back same as on
letters.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
Crescen/8 for Coat.-For commissary sergeants' coats: Made of white metal, crescent
shaped. From point to point., one (1) inch.
Height of arc, nine s ~xt.3enths (1ll0 ) of a:1 inch; greatest width inc 'nter, one-fourth (±)
inch. Brass wire loops at lJack t;awe a.:s on numbers.
Adopted May 31, 1676.
CTossed Cannon--For artillery caps: Of sheet-brass. No. 28, r epresenting two cannon
crossing each other at t.he trunnions, muzzles upward ; length, two and one-eighth (2t)
inches; breadt,h at breeches, two (Q) inches; at muzzles. one and seven-eighths (1~- )
inches. Fonr brass-wire loops strongly soldered ou back to fasten to cap.
Adopted May 31, Hl76.
Crossed Sabers.-For cavalry caps: Of &heet-lJrass, No. 20, represPnting two cavalry
sabers in scablJards, crossed in the middle, with hilts and edges downward. To lJo
shaped or curved so as to fit the front of cap.
Length of saberE>, three (3) inches; height from hilt of one to point of other, one
and one-fourth (1i) wches; from point to poiut, two and three-fourth:>(~ !) inches.
Four small brass-wire loops same as on crossed cannon.
Adopted May 31, 1 7!). Amended July 19, 1877.
Crossed Rijle8.-0f sheet-bras, No. 20: Two rifles crossing each other at a point equidi taut froru the butt and muzzle.
Muzzles pointing upward and outwarc1, hammers upward, their position crossed,
making the upper space form an angle of 137° . Leng ~ ll of rille two and five-eighths
(2g) inches; diameter at point of crossing about one-eighth (t) of an inch. To ue
shaped or curved so as to fit the front of cap.
The whole ornament occupying a rectan~ular spar-e of about two and seven-sixteenths (2l0 ) inches wide by one and three-eighths (1!) inches high.
Fastening : Four brass-wire loops, firmly soldered, opening horizontally with the
rifles, anll placed about one-half (i) inch from the mnzzles and bnt:s.
Adopted :t'ebruary 19, 1tli6. Amended July 19, 1 77.
Eagles jo1· cap.-To be worn ou caps of all arms of the service. Of sheet-brass, No.
23, representing an eagle with national shield on breast, head surmounterl by a scroll
bearing the motto'' E pluribus unum," extending down waru ann meeting olive-branch;
and arrows in the talons of eagle. Height one and one-half (lt) inches; greatest
width lJetween tips of wings one ancl one-half (1~) inches. Brass-wire loops soldered
at lJack of each wing. To be shaped or cnrved so as to .fit the front of cap.
Adopted May 31, 1 7n. Amended July 19, 1 77.
Eagles for helmet.-Made of sheet-brass, No. 24, of the shape of the eagle in the coat
of arms of the United tates, with a national shield on the breast, head surmounted
by a scroll with the motto" E plurilJu nuum ;" croll extending downward and meeting oliv -branch and arrows in the talon of the eagle. Whole height four and onehalf (41) inches· greatest wiclth between tips of wings three and ~;even-eighth (30
to four (4) inchf's. Two loop of strong wire oldered on the back to fasten to helmet
by m au of two small pieces of leather.
Adopt d May :n, 1 76.
Bra11s letters for ca]J.-"A" to "M :" Roman capitals, five-eighths( ~ ) of an inch long,
b mad of sh t-IJra , ....o. :l ; edge lJevded. Two sruall bra s-wire loops strongly
lder d on the hack of letter to fa ten it to the cap.
Adopted May :n, 1 t6 .
. L tl rs ''f. ·., 'tcltite m ·tal .- f white metal, cba ed: Roman capitals one-half (t) inch
hwh o be placed within the wreath. To have wire loops soldered ou ]Jack to fa~:otcn
to C:' p.
Adopt .u L y 31 1 76.

Q U.A.RTERM.A.STER-GENERAL.

267

Numbers for cap.-Nos. "1" to "0," inclusive, five-eighths (i) of an inch long, to be
made of sheet-bmss, No. 28; edges beveled. Small brass-wire lqops same as on letters.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
Nwrnbers for coat.-Nos. "1" to '' 0," inclusive: Each number to be made of sheetbrass, No. 28, one~half (i) inch long; edges beveled. Two brass-wire loops soldered
on the back of number to fasten it to coat-collar.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
Scrolls and rings jol' helmet.- One on each side, between the leaf-shaped points of the
top piece, its lower edge one-half a) inch below these points.
The scroll is three-fourths (!) inch diameter, ornamented to correspond with the
fastening of the top piece.
On the top of the scroll, in the center, is an eye of thin wire three-sixteenths (-l0 )
of an inch high, holding a thin brass ring one-half ( i) inch in diameter, to keep the
cords and bauds in position.
The stem of scroll is formed of two pieces of thin brass wire to fasten it at the inside
~hclmd

-

Au opted May 31, 1876.
Shells and jtarnes for cap.-Of sheet-brass, No. 28, representing a shell and flame.
Diameter of shell three-quarters(!) of an inch; height. of flame from upper edge of
~bell seven-eighths (i) of an inch; greatest width of flame one and one-eighth (lt)
mches.
Brass-wire loops on back same as on letters.
Adopted May :31, 1876
Shells and flames jo1· coat.-To be of sheet- brass, No. 28~ representing a shell and
flame.
Shell one-half(~) inch diameter, flames rising one-half(!) inch above upper edge of
shell; greatest breadth of flame nearest to shell three-quarters(!) of au iucb.
Brass-wire loops the same as on numbers.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
Plume-sockets for helmet.-A cross-sba.ped foot, with convex bend, to fit exactly the
surface of helmet top.
~uch leaf-shaped poi.nt of the cross is fastened by means of an ornamented button
With stem of two thin wires.
Length of cross between alternate points five and a quarter (5i) inches; each leaf
one anu a quarter ( 1t) inches at widest, three-quarters (i) of au inch at narrowest
part; edge beveled and grooved.
On the center of the cross rests a sphere one (1) inch diameter, surmounted by a
short neck with ring, the former one-llalf
the latter five-eighths(%) of an inch diameter, combined about one-half (t) inch high, frvm which arises an inverted conical tube,
fluted, ornamented by an heraldic eagle with star above his head.
The top of the tube. ends in four triangular points. Width of tube ae~::oss top one
( l) inch. 'The plume is fastened to the top of this socket by means of a brass pin onefourth (t) of an inch thick, four and three-quarters ( 4!) inches long, with ornamented
button at the upper and screw-thread at lower end.
The latter enters through the socket and helmet, and is fastened at the inside by
means of a brass washer one and seven-eighths (1-!) inches diameter, and a thumb-nub.
T_be plume is held in a drooping position by the beau of the above-mentioned brass
pm, and a brass disk one and oue-fonrth (lt) inches diameter, laid under the woven
top part of tho plume, and resting ou the points of the socket.
Adopted May 31, 1 '376.
Wreaths jar hospital-stewards' caps.- Wreath made of dead or unburnished gilt-metal,
representing two olive-brancbes, held at the bottom by a loop and knot, tnroing upward and bending in an oval shape, approaching each other at the top. Height one
and ?De-half (li) inchas; greatest distance between outer edges two and five-eighths
(2t) mches; greatest width of siugle branch five-eighths (i) of an inch.
J3rass-wire loops same as on back of letters.
Adopted May :n, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartm·maste1·-General, Bvt. Majo1·-General, U.S. A.

en

SPECIFICATIONS FOR WOOLEN STOCKINGS.

To be pnre, brown, woolen yarn, made with three threads double and twisted, to
have fashioneu toes, and to be of three sizes, viz: 10, 101-, and 11 inches long in the
foot. Lengtll of leg for all three sizes, fourteen (14) incheH.
Each dozen pair to contain five pairs of the smallest, four pairs of the medium, and
three pairs of the large t size, anu to weigh three (J) pounds.
Adopteu May 31, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
QuartermaBter-General, .Bvt. Major-General, U.S. A.
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SPECIFICATIONS FOR WHITE GLOVES.

Made of strong white cotton known commercially as ''Berlin cotton-wool." Gored
between the fingers. Three (3) welts stitched along the back of hand.
A. white elastic band, one-fourth (i) inch wide, about one (1) inch long, fastened to
the inner side of the wrist.
Stitched hem around the wrist. To be of three sizes: No. 9, 10, and 11.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
Qum·termaster-General, Bvt. Majo1·-Gf.meral, U. S . .A.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR WOOLEN MITTENS.

To be made of pure gray woolen yarn, don bled and twisted; thumb and forefinger
formed. To be of thr-ee sizes, viz: 10, 11, and 12 inches in length.
Each dozen pairs to have five pairs of the smallest, four pairs of the medinm, and
three pairs of the largPst size, and to weigh two and one-quarter (21) pounds.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
Qum·tennaster-General, Bvt. Majo1·-General, U. S. A.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR SEAL-SKIN GAUNTLET GLOVES.

To be made of the "wool seal" skin, according to pattern.
Gauntlets to be at least five (5) inches deep and of sufficient fullness to admit cuff of
dress-coat or blouse.
Palms of buckskin.
To be of three sizes, viz: 9, 10, and 11.
Adopted May 23, 1876.
l\1. C. MEIGS,
t. Major- General, U. S. A.
Quartennaste?·-Gene?·al,
SPECIFICATIONS FOR BOOTS.

To be worked square with tho last on which they are made; the edges to be finisLerl
with shouldersticks, without heel-ball, and must measure at least half a size (outside)
more than they are marked.
The upper leather to be the best oak-tanned from slaughter-hides. The soles to be
the best oak-tanned from South American (commonly called Spanish) dry hides. No
split leather to be used.
The width of the soles across the ball of th~ foot to be graduated as follows, and to
be in proportion throughout: No.5, 3~ inches; No. 6, 3!- inches; No. 7, 31 inches; No.
, 4 inches; No. 9, 4t inches; No. 10, 4i- inches; No. 11, 4-H- inches; No. 12, 4i inches.
The insteps and toes to measure as follows: No._5, 9t, 9; No.6, 9;t, 9t; No.7, 9!-, U ~ ;
No. , 10, 9~; No. 9, lOt, 10; No. 10, 10~, lOt; No. 11, 101, 10-! ; No. 12, 11, 10!-.
The measurement for a No. 8 boot, standard, is as follows, viz: Heel, 13t inches; instep, 10 inches; ball or toe, acros , 9l inches; length of legs, 15! inches in front, 14
inches back; width of leg at top, 14! inches; width of strap, 1-H- inches; length of strap,
!) inches; height of counter, 2t inche (counter to be sewed over side seam); length
and width of heel, 3 inches; width of sole or ball, 4 inches. They are to have six (6)
stitches to the inch in the side earn in the upper part of the log, eight (8) stitches to
the inch about the counters, and tw lve (12) stitches to the inch on counter and straps.
To have double soles, fast ned to the upper leather and inner sole firmly together
with bra s ·crew "(the thread of which hall be cleanly cut by the machine on 12~
bra wir and in. ertecl in the sole, so that there will be five spaces to every two (2)
inches) well clincbed insid , o as to render the inner sole perfectly smooth.
Adopted May :.n, 1 76.
M. C. MEIGS,
()uartennaster-Genm·al, Bvt. Major-General, U. . A .
• Io<lifi d A.ngnHt 24, 1 6, so a to admit the use of the E tabrook & Wise patent
cliucbiur•- crew, which is driven into the leather with a hammer, and not screwed in.
PECIFICATio~·

I•'OR STIOE .

To h work d. qnare with the la ton which they are made; the edg s to be fiui bed
with bonld !':stick , without heel-ball, and to mea nre at least half a size out ide more
tl~an they are marked.
pp r leath r to be of the best oak-tanned, from slaughtorll!cle; ~le o~b tqualityoak-tannecl onthA.mericao(commonlycalled. pa.oisb)dry
hul . .1. o pht leather to be u d. Width of soles aero s ball of foot graduated a
fi.llow . an<l to b in proportion: ~o. 5, a· inches; o. 6, a~ inches; No. 7, 3i inches;
·11Dcb ; ~o. , 4-Q- inch · ; ·o. 10, 4! incbes; o.ll, IIJ inches; No. 12,41 inchct~.
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Tho instep and toes to measure as follows: No.5, 9t, 9; No.6, 9t, 9t; No.7, 9-£-,:9f;
No. , 10, 9! ; No.9, lOt, 10; No. 10, lOt, lOt; .No. ll, 10-£-, ~Ot; No. 12, 11, 10!.
·. ~
Double soles fastened to upper leather and mner sole with brass screws made of_No.
12t bra wire, the thread of which must be cleanly cut by the machine.
'crews to be well clinched inside, so as to render inner sole p erfectly smooth.
Tongues to rise one-half (t) inch above the uppers when on the foot, and to measure
at lea t two (2) inches across top; to be joined to the upper front by a flat seam at a
point jtist above the thong-boles, and cut so as to mold to the instep.
To bavo at least nine (9) stitches to the inch in ·the fitting.
Adopted March 8, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
Q1ta1·termaster-General, Bvt. Major-General , U. S . A.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR ARCTIC OVERSHOES.

Fronts and quarters made of black tweed waterproof, with coarse gray felt lining,
held together by an inner coating of India rubber. Vulcanized rubber foxing around
the entire shoe, to rise at heel suliiciently to cover counter, to be about one (1) inch deep
at sides forward of heel, and to rise at toe to a height of about two (it) inches at center;
single sole and heel of vulcanized rubber, bottoms rough; average height about seven
and a half (7t) inches from heel to top of upper; average weight three pounds aod ten
ounces (3lbs. 10 oz.) per pair.
Front and quarter joined by a gore of same material, so as to exclude snow, water
&c.
Sizes to cover Army boots and shoes of two numbers smaller, and to be of a corresponding tariff, thus: No.7 overshoe to cover No.5 boot or shoe, and so on through
the scale of sizes.
The tariff for overshoes would, therefore, be}, \fl.,¥, H, tf, 11.£, -h, -h = 100.
Fastening at front, a buckle and strap as on sample. Front and quarters secured by
rivet at each side.
Adopted May 5, 1€76.
M. C. MEIGS,
Qua1·tm·master-General, B1·evet Majo1·-Genm·al, U. S. A.
SPECIFIIJATIONS FOR WOOLEN BLANKETS.

Each blanket to be seven (7) feet long and five (G) feet six (6) inches wide, and to
weigh five (5) pounds. To be gray in color, and made of pure long-staple wool, free
from shoddy, reworked wool or cotton, or any impure materials; to haYe the lettel'S
"U.S.'' in dark blue, four (4) inches long, in the center; to bear a strain of not less
than twenty-five (25) pounds per inch for the warp, and thirty (30) pounds per inch
for the woof withouli tearing, and to have not less than twenty-two (2i) threads of
warp and twenty-five (25) threads of filling or woof to the inch. The threads to be
well driven up. The stripes at ends of blanket to be dark blue, of pure indigo dye.
NoTE.-lt is immaterial whether the letters ''U.S." be stamped on the blanket or
woven into the fabric; their color must be pure indigo dye.
Adoptecl by the Secretary of War August 23, 18i6, in lieu of the specifications adopted
August 15, 18i3.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quarter~tastm·-Geneml, Brev·et Major-Gene?·al, U. S. A.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR IRON BUNKS.

To consist of two trestles, one for the bead, the other for the foot, made of the best
quality American wrought iron, and painted.
Each trestle to ba ve four ( 4) legs, two _on each side, made of wrongh t-iron bars one
and one-fourth (l t) inch wide, three-eighths (l) of an inch thick, and one (1) foot
long, sliglltly turned up on the bottom.
The two legs on the same side are, at the top, firmly united in a solid iron socket
two and one-half (2~) inches long, one and three-fourths ( 1!) inch broad, one and one~
half (lt) inch high, diverging at right angles with the body of tbe trestle toward the
bottom to a distance of from ten (10) to twelve (12) inches.
The same sockets hold also the cross-piece, an iron bar one and one-fourth (1t) inch
wide, one-half (~) inch thick, and two (2) feet two (2) inches long in the clear.
Strongly riveted to this cross-piece are four upright iron pins one Jralf (t) inch thick
and about one and one-half (lt) inch high, at equal distances from each other, to receive and bold the slats. The two outer pins have screw-threads with corresponding
thumb-nuts for the better security of the slats. On the top of the socket that connects
the cross-piece with the legs is another socket., octacronal, two and one-half (21) inches
bigb and two (2) inches in diameter, to hold the upper frame; the latter, cont'!isting of
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two (2) upright iron rods five-eighths (~) of an inch thick and about seventeen (17)
inches high, an iron rod one-half ( i) inch thick across the top of the two uprights, and
four iron braces, one-half (t) inch rods, rnnning diagonally from the four corners of
the upper frame and meeting at center in an ornamented iron shield with the letters

UA~· The two braces running from the upper corners down toward the center are
straight; the lower ones are bent thus: ,.-_./ '----,. All the rods forming the upper
frame are connected with neatly-turned iron sockets. There are to each bunk four
slats, made of piue, ash, oak, or maple wood, about six .(6) feet ten (10) inches long,
six (6) inches wide, the two outside ones one (1) inch, and the two inside ones threequarters (1) of au inch t!Jick. At a distance of one and three-quarters (1!) inch from
each end of the slats are boles of sufficient diameter to admit the slat-pins.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General, Bvt. Maj01·-Geum·al, U. S . .d..

•

SPECIFICATION FOR AX-HANDLES .

Made of good, Peasoned, straight-grained hickory, thirty-four (34) to thirty-six (36)
inches long, and free from knots or shakes.
Adopted May 31, 1876 ..
M. C. MEIGS,

Qum·tm·rnc ster- General, Bvt. Major-General, U. S. A.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR WALL-TENTS.

Dimension8 1vhen pitched.-Height, eight (8) feet s!x (6) inches; length of ridge, nine
(9) feet; widt!J, nine (9) feet; height of wall, three (3) feet nine (9) inches; wall -eaves,
two (2) inches wide; height of door, seven (7) feet; width of door, fourteen (14) inches
at bottom, ten ( 10) inches at top ; from top of ridge to wall, six (6) feet six (6) inches.
To be made of cotton duck twenty-eight and a half (28t) inches wide, clear of all
imperfections, and weighing twelve (12) onnces to the linear yard.
To be made in a workmanlike mannE-r, with not less than two and a half (2t) stitches
of equal length to the inch, made with double thread of five-fold cotton twine well
waxed.
The seams not less than one inch in width and no slack ta,ken in them.
Grommets, made with malleable iron ring, galvanized, mu~:;t be worked in all the
holes, and well made with waxed cotton twine.
The door and stay-pieces to be of the same material as the tent.
"Stay-pieces on the ends and riuge of tent to be nine (9) inches square.
S! ay-pieces at the cornE-rs of the tent, at the angle of the wall and roof, to be eight
( ) inches wicle, let into the tabling at. the eaves, and extending eight (8) inches up the
roof and eight (8) inches down the wall.
The sod-cloth to be of seven (7) ounce cotton duck, nine (9) inches wide in the clear
from the tabling, and to extend from door to door around both sides and ends of the
tent.
The tabling on the foot of the tent, when :finished, to be two and a half (2t) inches
in width. The eave-lines to be of six-thread manila line nine (9) feet long in the clear,
and ten (10) in nnmber.
The door-lines to be of six-thread manila line three (3) feet long in the clear.
Twelve door-etrings one (1) inch wide and fourteen (14) inches long in the clear, of
lin n or cotton webbing.
·
Foot-lines, seventeen in number, to be loops, bot.h ends passing through a single
~rom met worked in the scat;n, a11d to ue held by what is known as the" MatthewWnlker knot," in tead o( the wooden button.
The tabling at bottom, the sod-cloth, and the foot-lines to be so arranged that the
sod-cloth falls outside and the foot-lines inside t-he t~nt.
All lines to be well wbipp d one inoh from the ends with waxed twine, and properly
knotted.
Adopted lay 20, 1 76.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General, Bvt. Major-General, U.S. A.
PECIFJCATIO ~ ·

FOR FLm

l'OR WALL-TR.·T.

Lenrr h lift en (1~) f< et ·ix (G) inr.bP. , wi<lth nine (U) feet when finisbNl .
. To lm r~arle of ·ntt~n cl_n ·k t\\ enty-Pigllt and one-!1alf (2 ~)inches wid , clear of all
Imp rf< ·twn nud w 1gblllg ten (10) onncf'S to the !wear yard.

A _thr (3) inc~ tabliu_g to be fini. he~l on _the ends, and a one and one-half (li) inch
tnhhng on th 1t1 · tx-tlm•acl rua.nlla ]Illes u ed nnclor tho tabling on !Je ends.
• tronf~ gromm t-hole. to h . ''mrkefl on th tablinfl' near the euds of each seam antl at
tl1 omer of h ly, of uflki nt ize to admit th:'liuc · ahw near tbe end of the ridn·e
0
t ndmi the pindle .
'
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~:Hay-pieces for the corners and ridge to be of the same material as t.he fly, and to be
nine (D) inches Bqnare, finished.
·
The fly is to be made in a workmanlike manner in every respect, with not less than
two and a half (2t ) stitches of equal length to the inch, made with double thread of
five-fold cotton twine well waxed.
The seams not less than one (1) inch in width, and no slack taken in them.
Ten (10) eave-lines of six-thread manila line, soft aud pliable, each cnt nine (D) feet
long, whipped on the button-ends and properly. knotted at the slip-ends.
The lines are required to be weH whipped with waxed cotton twine one inch from
the ends.
·
Slip3 and bnttons to he of Army st.andard. The fly, clear of lines, slips, and buttons,
to weigh fourteen ( 14) pounds.
Eave-lines, slips, and buttons, three (3) pounds.
Total weight ahont seventeen (17) pounds.
Adopted May 20, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General, Bvt. Major-General, D. S. A..

SPECIFlCATIONS J<'OR COMMON TENTS.

Dimensions whM finMwd.-Height, when pitched, 6 feet 10 inches; length of ridge,
when pitched, 6 feet 10 inches; width, when pitched, tl feet 4 inches; height of door,
when pitched, 5 feet 6 inches; wiuth of door, when pitched, at bottom, 1 foot ; width
of door, when pitched, at top, 9 inches; from top of ridge to lower euge of roof, when
pitched, 8 feet J inch.
To be of standard cotton duck, 28~ inches in width, clear of a1l imperfection", and
weighing 10 ounces to the linear yard.
End of tent to be cut with a sweep of 4 inches from corner to center, to be made in a
workmanlike manner, with not less than 2t stitches of equal length to the inch, made
with double threau of five-fold cotton twine well waxed. The seams to be not less
than 1 i11ch in width, and no slack taken in them.
Grommet~:~, 15 in number, to be made with ~-inch galvanized malleable iron rings,
and well worked in the tabling at the seams with four-thread five-fold cotton twine,
well waxed.
One grommet in door, to be maue in same manner, with t-inch ring,
The door and stay-pieces to be of the same lllaterial as the tent. The stay-pieces on
1be ridge of tent to be 9 inches square ; those on the end of tent 9 inches in length, and
of diamond shape, so as to join the stay-pieces on the l'idge, as in standard.
The sod-cloth to be of B-ounce cot.tou duck, 9 inches in width, in the clear, from tbe
tabling, and to extend around the tent.
The tabling on the foot of tent, when finished, to be 2 inchfls in width.
The door-lines to be of six-thread manila line, 3 feet long in the clear, and well
whipped 1 inch from the end with waxed cotton twine.
'l'be foot-stops to be a loop, 4t inches long in the clear, of six-thread ratline, both
ends passing through the grommet worked in the tabling at seams, and to be held by
a" Matthew-Walker knot" instead of the wooden button. Euds to be well whipped
with cotton twine, well waxed.
Twelve door-strings, 1 inch in width and 14 inches long in the clear, t,o be placed
1Gt inches apart.
Adopted January 12, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quarlel'mastm·-Genel'al, Bvt. Major-General, U.S. A.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR POLES FOR COMMON TENTS.

Ridges of white pine, and nprigbts of ash.
Ridge six (6) feet ten (10) inche long, two and a half (2~) inches wiue, one and
seven-eighths (1!) inch thick; bands of No. 2t sheet-iron on each end, two (2) inches
wide, secured uy two screws one (1) inch long; a half (t) inch hole one (1) inch from
each end.
prigbts seven (7) feet four (4) inches long, two (2) inches thick; bands of No. 24
sheet-iron on npper end, one aou three-quarters (1!) inch wiUe, securecl by two screws
one (1) inch long; spindles of three-eighths (J) of an inch iron to project out one and
a half (1 1) inch, anu inserted in uprights two (2) inches. B .wds and ~:~pinules to be
galvanized.
Aropted May 31 , 1 76.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quct1'tennaBier-Gencral, Bl't. Mojor-Genel'al, U. S. LL .
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SPECIFICATIONS FOR SLIPS FOR TENTS.

Made of cherry, birch, or other close-grained snitable wood.· For hospital-tents to
be seven and five-eighths (7-~) inches long, one and three-quarters (1!) inch wide at each
end. A bole at each end, oue-half (i) inch in diameter, to receive the tent-cord.
For wall-tents, five and one-half (5~) inches long, one and three-quarters (1 !) inch
wide at each end, one (1) inch in diameter iu the middle, and one (1) inch throughout.
A bole at each end, three-eighths (-H-) of an inch in diameter, to receive the tent-conl.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
.
M. C. MEIGS,

Qua1·termaster-General, Bvt. Major-GeneTal, U.S. A.

SPIWIFICATlONS FOR

GAHIUSO~-FLAGS.

To be made of bunting, thirty-six (36) feet fly and twenty (20) feet hoist; thirteen
(13) horizontal stripes of equal breadth, alternately red and white, beginning with the
red. In the upper quarter, next the staff, is the "Union," cotuposed of a number cf
white stars equal to the number of States in the Union (each star measuring ten (10)
inches between the farthest points, arranged in fl. ve (5) rows parallel to the longer
edges of the flag), on a blue field, one-third (t) the length of the flag, and extending to
the lower edge of the fourth red stripe from the top. The beadmg to be of stout eight
(8) ounce cotton duck, seven (7) inches wide, doubled to the flag, ma)ring it three and
one-half (3t) inches wide when completed, and having a piece of stout two (2) inch
webbing througb it extending the whole width of the flag.
To have on each corner of flag at heading a triangular stay-piece of bunting, the
horizontal side of which is twelve (12) inches, the vertical side ten (10) inches.
A galvanized iron staple and ring (see fol. 666) at each end of flag-heading, fastened
with five (5) copper rivets.
Tue lower edge or bottom of il.y to be turned in three (3) thicknesses, with three (3)
rows of sewing on it, to strengthen tbe flag.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,

Quarternwstm·-Ge11eml, B1•t. Moj01·-General, U.S. A.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR POST-FLAGS.

'fhe same as garrison-flags in every respect, all the parts being proportionately
smaller, and to be of the following dimensions, viz: Twenty (20) feet fly and ten (10)
feet hoist, stars six (6) inches between farthest points, stay-pieces eight (8) by ten (10)
inches, and beading three (3) incbes wide when completed.
Adopted May 31, 1 76.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-Geneml, B'/Jt. Mojor-General, U. S. ..1.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR FLAG-TIALLIARDS.

For garrison and storm flags: To be made of the best American or Italian hemp, compo ed of four strand , each three folds, hard twisted, two hundred aurl twenty (220)
feet long, three-eighths(!) of an inch in diameter, and to weigb eleven (11) pounds each.
For recruiting-flags: Of the same material, of four strands, with two fold s each,
bard twisted, forty-seven (47) feet long, three-sixteenths h:Ju) of an inch in diameter,
ancl tow igh nine (9) pound::! to the dozen.
Adopted Iay :n, 1 76.
M. C. MEIGS,

Qum·termastm·-General, Bvt. Moj01·- Genm·al,
PECH'I 'ATIO

T

~.-.

::1. A.

l•'OR STENCIL-PLATES.

A. compl to t of stencil-platPs con ists of two full alphabet , Roman capitals, and
including th u.·nal mark for"&," and two eries of numbers from "1 to 0."

One ·et of letters and number. to be one(1) inch, the other oue-balf( ~) inch high,
Th y ar cut on plat s of h et-bra ·.,No.2 , th larger two and a quarter (:l;}) by two
(~) incbe , the srnaller on and three-quart rs (li) by ono and a half (1~) inch. Tbe
uppf'f edge of each plat i tnrned np so as to form arilll about on ·-half (i) inch higl.J.
'fh ·. e plat·. ar i n din Japann ·d ti11 boxes •igbt and a balf ( ~)inches long, four
(4) inch· wide, and one and thr -quarters (11) inch high, with hinged lid·. Each
ho.· contain , b •1-id a the full r.t of str.ncil , a cake of mal'king-pa te in tin bo.·, a
pon(7 , and a t1:11 ·il-brn. b. P1iut d direction ~ r the use of the latter material arl3
fa ten ·cl to the in~id of the lid.
\.clopt · 1 .Jay : 1, 1:7G.
M. C. l\1EIG ,
Quartcnnasto·-Dc11tral, Brt. Major-General, . '. ..1.
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SPECIFIC.A1IOXS FOR SCRUBI3I.KG ·BRCSFIES.

TLe block to be made of oak, ten (10) inches long, one-half ( ~-) inch thick, one (1)
end miter-shaped. Knots made of the best sharp, strong, Western bristles.
At the straight end of the block are two (2) parallel rows of six (6) and seven (7)
knots, respectively, of white bristles, about one ( 1) inch long, slanting outward; around
the front is one ( 1) row of thirteen (1:3) slanting knots of the same size and material.
The body of the block con bains four ( 4) rows of white bristles, eleven ( 11) knots in a
row, and thr~e (3) rows of black bristles, twelve (12) knots in a row, blaek and white
alternately. These knots are three-fourLbs (!-)of an inch high. In the mitered end the
knots are placed closer together, and about seven-eighths (i) of an inch high, black,
with only one (1) row of white bristles. There are altogether one hundred and fifty
(150) knots, drawn through the block with good strong wire.
·
The back of the block bas a cover of ba~:>s or other suitable wood one-eighth (i) of
an inch thick, firmly nailed to it.
Adopted May 31, 1:376.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General, Bvt. Mojo1·-General, U. S. A.

,

SPECIFICATIO.KS FOR BROOMS.

The body of the broom is to be made of the best broom-corn, strong and pliable, from
sixteen (16) to eighteen (Ul) inches long from the neck to the ends; held in shape by
three ties of strong twine one (1) inch apart, the lower about five and one-half (5t)
inches distant from the handle.
At the middle tie the broom must be perfectly solid, about seven (7) inches wide and
one and one-half (1t) inch thick, &preading at the ends to a width of about sixteen (16)
inches.
Tbe upper end of the broom is fastened around the handle by three -(3) strands of
twine nearest to the body of tile broom, t'vo strands near the handle, the part between ·
these (2) fastenings being strongly interwoven with single strands of twine.
The ha.ndle, made of bass-wood, i~:~ about thirty-nine (39) inches long ttnd one (1)
inch in diameter. Whole weight about two (2) pounds. The broom accepted as Army
standard is in the trade known as "Carpet Broom, No.2."
Adopted May 31, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-General, Bvt. Major-General, U. S. A.
SPECIFICATIONS FOR DARK-BLUE CLOTII.

To be six-quarter (6-4) wide; to be of pure long-staple American fleece-wool, dyed
with pure indigo to color of standard sample; to be free from shoddy or flocks, and
the nap to be very slightly raised; to have fifty-six (56) threads of filling and sixty
(flO) threads of chain in each square inch; to weigh not less than twenty-one (21)
ounces per linear yard; the breaking strain to be not less than sixty-eight (6~) pounds
to one (1) inch width of warp in the piece, and fifty (50) pounds to (1) inch widtll of
filling in the piece. All cloth to be of standard strength here given, with an allowance of three (:3) pounds for variation in sampl!'ls; but no cloth breaking under a strain
tour ( 4) pounds less than the standard will be aocepted from contractors.
Adopted May 31, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,
Qua1·termaste1·-General, Bvt. Major-General, U.S. A.
l'ECII!'ICATIO 'S FOR

SKY-BLUl~

J<EP.SEY, HEAYY QUALITY.

To be six-quarter (G-4) wide; to be of pure long-staple American fleece-wool, free
from shoddy or flocks, and dyed with pure i11digo to color of standard sample; the nap
to be very slightly raised; to weigh not less than twenty-two (22) ounces per linear
yard of fifty-four inches in width; to have forty-eight ( 48) threarls of filli_ng and fortytwo ( 42) threads of chain in each sqnare inch; the breaking strain to be not less than
tifty-eight (58) pounds to one inch width of warp in the piece and fifty (50) pounds to
one inch width of filling in the piece.
All kersey to be of the sta,ndard strengt.h here given, with an allowance of three (3)
pounds for variation in samples; but no kersey breaking under a strain four ( 4) pounds
le s than the standard will bo accepted from contractors.
Adopted July 2, 1 75.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster Gene''al, Vel. Major-General, U.S. A..

18w
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SPECIFICATIONS FOR SKY-DLUE KERSEY, LIGHT QUALITY.

To be fifty-four (54) inches wide, and m~de of pure long-staple American fleece-wool''
free from shoddy, flocks, or other impurities; wool dyed with pure indigo to color of
standard sample; nap very slightly raised; to contain forty-eight ( 48) threads of warp
and forty-six ( 46) threads of tilling to the square inch, and to weigh eighteen (l!::l)
ounces to the linear yard.
To be capable of sustaining the following strain to the inch, viz, thirty-three (33)
pounds for warp aml thirty-six (36) pounds for filling to the inch.
Adopted May 23, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,

Qua1·te1·master- General, Bvt. Major- General, U. 8. A.
SPECIIriCATIONS FOR FACING-CLOTH.

To be made six-quarter (G-4) of a yard wide, of best American fleece-wool, free from
shoddy, flocks, or other impurities; twilled; all wool, dyed in the following colors,.
viz: sky-blue, dark blue, scarlet, yellow, crimson, orange, gray, emerald-green, and
white.
To contain sixty-four (64) threads in the chain, sixty (60) threads in the filling to
the square inch, and to weigh sixteen (16) ounces to the linear yard.
Capable of sustaining the following strain to the inch, viz, thirty (30) pounds for
chain, twenty (20) pounds for filling.
. Adopted May 31, 1876.
M. C. MEIGS,

Q1tartm·master-Gene1·al, Bvt. Majo1·-Geneml, U.S. A.
8PECIFICATIO~S

FOR GR.\.Y

SIIIRTING -FLAN~EL,

LIGHT QUALITY.

Tolle full twenty-seven (27) inches wide when finished. To have :fifty-six (56) threadsof chain and forty-eight ( 48) threads of :filling to the square inch.
The chain to be made of the best long-stap1eAmerican cotton yarn, No. 46, doullled and
twisted, dyed pure indigo-blue, and to weigh one and one-half (1t) ouuces to tile yard.
The filling to be composed of good quality American fleece-wool (at least one-quarter
lllood) and of the best long-staple American cotton, in the proportion of seventy-five (75)
parts wool to twenty-five l25) parts cotton, and to be free from shoddy, flockB, or other
impurities. To be dyed with indigo and logwoo1l to color of filling of standard sample,
and to weigh three and one-half (:3t) ounces to the yard. Weight to be not less than
five (5) ounces to the linear yard. The breaking strain to be not less than thirt.y-four
(34) pounds to one inch widtll of warp and thirty-one (3L) pounds to the inch width of
:filling in the piece.
To be neither bot nor cold pressed.
Tolle properly fulled, and of tLo Bhade of the stanrlanl sample.
Adopted January 5, 1 76.
M. C. MEIGS,
QLLartennast~;r-General, Bvt. Majm·-Gene1·al, U. S. A.
SPECIFICATIONS !''OR GRAY

SlliRTh"'G-FLA..~NEL,

IIEAVY QUALITY.

To be full twenty-seven (27) inche8 wide when :finished. To have fifty-six (56)
threads of chain and forty-eight (4 ) threads of filling to the inch (square).
The chain to be made of the be t long-staple American cotton yarn, No. 40, doubled
and twi ted, dyed pnre indigo-bln , and to w igh one and three-quarters (1!) ounces to
the yard. The filling to be compo eel of good quality American :O. · ece-wool, at least onequarter blood, and of the best long- taple American cotton, in the proportion of seventyfive (75) parts wool to twenty-five (25) parts cotton, and to be free from shoddy, flocks,
or other impnriti . To be dyed with indigo aud logwood to color of filling of standard
ample, and to weigh four and one-quarter (4t) ounc to the yard. Weight to be not
1 than ix (6) ounces to the linear yard.
The breaking- train to be not 1 • . than forty ( 40) pounds to one inch width of warpan l thirty- igbt (' ) pound to one inch width of filling in th piece.
'fo b neitbl:'r bot nor cold pr , d.
T b properly fulled and of the shade of the standard sample.
dopt •d JauuarJ 5, 1 7 ·.
M. C. MEIGS,
QuarlennaSJ!er-0. neral, Bt:l. Jlajor-U eneral, U. S. A.
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SPECIFICATIONS FOR COTTON DUCK

(12

OZ).

To be of long-staple American cotton ; to, be twenty-eight and one-half (28i) inches
wide; to weigh twelve (12) ounces per linear yard, and to be free from sizing.
The warp to contain from forty-two (4~) to forty-three (43) threads, and the filling
from thirty (30) to thirty-four (34) threads per square inch; the breaking-strain to be
not less than ·seventy-six (76) pounds for one-half (t) inch width of warp in the piece,
and sixty-eight (68) pounds for one-half (t) inch width of filling in the piece, subject
to a variation of :five (5) pounds per half ( t) inch for variation in sample ; but no
piece breaking under a strain five (5) pounds per half ( t) inch, warp or filling, less than
the standard will be accepted from contractors.
Adopted February 25, 1875.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster-Gem:ral, Bvt. Maj01·-General, U. S. A.

K.-Statement of returns of clothing, camp and garrison equipage, received and examined,
and of ll:!tters received and w1·Uten du1·ing the fiscal yem· ending June 30, 1877.

Number of returns on hand June 30, 1876 ...... ··---·. ...•.. ...•.. ...... ......
671
Number of returns received during the fiscal year ..•••......... _•..... _....... 4, 013
Total .............•.....•.• ~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 4, 684
Number of returns examined during the fiscal year...... . . . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . • ..• • 3, 415
Number of returns on hand for examination June 30, 1'377 ..................... 1, 269
Number of letters received pertaining to settlement of officers' clothing accounts,
and to inspection reports and boards of survey .• ~... . . . . . .. . . . • • • . . • • • • . . . . • . 3, 447
Number of letters received pertaining to purchase, manufacture, and issue of
clothing and equipage .............................• ·----· •.............•.. 1,61l
Total ....•.•...•........•.•........••................................. 5, 108
Number of letters written pertaining to settlement of accounts, and to inspection reports and boards of survey . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6, 654
Number of letters written pertaining to purchase, manufacture, and issue of
clothing and equipage ..................................................... 1, 677
'rotal ........................ :. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 8, 331
Respectfully submitted.

J. D. BINGHAM,
QUARTERMASTER·G~NERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., August 28, 1877 .

Deputy Quartermaste1·-General, U.S. A.

.L.-Stalement of the cle1·ical jo1·ce employed in the clothing and equipage branch of the
Quarterrnaatm·-Geneml's Office du1·ing the fiacal yea1· ending June 30, 1877.

Clerks. Copyists.
On the :30th day of J one, 1876 ........................
On the 30th day of June, ll::l77 ........................

10
11

2
2

Laborers.
1
1

In addition to this force, one copyist was employed during the whole year in copying old .records.
Respectfully submitted.
J. D. BINGHAM,
Deputy Qua1·ter1ilaBler-Genm·al, U.S. A.
Q AR'l'ERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., .d.1tgust 28, 1 77.
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5.-Report of Lieut. Col. Hell1·.1J 0. Hodges, U. S. A., rlepitt.lJ quartermaster-general, of the opeTations of the Quartermaster General's Office pertaining to transportation, indebted railroads, regular ana 1niscellaneous
supplitJs, miscellaneous cla'ims, and claims under the act of July 4, 1864.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
QuARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, D. 0., August 27, 1877.
GENERAL: I have the honor ~ to subinit the fol.lowing report of the
operations of this 0ffi.ce pertaining to transportation, indebted railroads,
regular and miscellaneous supplies, miscellaneous claims, and claims
under the act of July 4, 1864, during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
TRANSPORTATION.
The Quartermaster'::; Department transported by rail, wagon, water,
and stage, during the fiscal year, 65,566 persons, 16,849 beasts, and
148,823 tons of material.
The following were the larger movements of troops durfng the year,
with the average length of the march or movement in each case:
First Cavalry, HE>adquarters from Department of California to Depart·
ment of the Columbia, 1,095 miles.
Fourth Cavalry, Companies B. D, E, F, I, and M, from Department of
the Missouri to Department of the Platte, 890 miles; and Headquarters
and Companies B, D, E, F, I, and .M, from Department of the Platte to
Department of the Missouri, 832 miles.
Fifth Cavalry, from Department of tile Missouri to Department of the
Platte, 920 miles.
:First Artillery, Companies A, C, ·E, and F, from Military Dlvision of
the Atlantic to Department of the Missouri, 1,841 miles, and return, 1,649
wiles; Companies B, D, H, I, L, and M, from Department of the South
to Military Division. of the Atlantic, 964 miles.
Second Artillery, Companies C, G, H,·and I, from Military Division
of the Atlantic to Department of the Missouri, .1,545 miles, and return,
1,433 miles. Companies D, E, F, and L, from Department of the South
to Military Di·dsion of the Atlantic, 439 miles.
.
Third Artillery, Companies D, E, G, and L, from Military Division of
the Atlantic to Department of the Missouri, 1,526 miles, and return,
1,478 mile . Company A, from Department of the South to Military
Division of the Atlantic, 651 miles.
Fourth Artillery, Companies 0, F, H, and K, from Department of
C~lifornia to Department of the Platte, 1,54:6 miles, and return, 1,543
mile.
Second Infantry, Companies A, C, F, G, and K, from Department of
the Gulf to Department of tile South, 367 miles.
ompany I, Department of the South to Military Division of tile
tlantic. 47.3 mile , and return, 475 miles.
Fifth Infantry from Department of the Mi souri to Department of
akota, 2,2G3 mil ..
El \T nth lnfantr~\ from D epartment of Texa to Department of Dak t< 1 7 4 mil

. . '! ·t

.

enth Infantry, Headquarter and Companies A, D, E, F, G, and
J fr m ~)epart neu of th bonth to D partment of the Gulf, 605 mil s,
an 1. g1m nt. from ]) partm n of tile Gulf to DE>pflrtmeut of the M.is·onn,1:1

l

tmle ..
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Twenty-second I·nfantry, Companies E, F, G, H, I, and K, from Military Division of the Atlantic to Department of Dakota, 1,937 miles.
Twenty-third Infantry, from Department of the Platte to Department
of the Missouri, 672 miles. .
.
Twenty-seventh Infantry, Companies E, F, G, H, I, and K, from Department of Dakota to Military Division of the Atlantic, 1,9GO miles.
Accompanying this report is a table, marked "' 0," showing these
movements and distances in detail.
RAILROAD-TRANSPORTATION.

During the year, the Quarterrnasteris Depart~ent transported by rail
46,414 persons, 13,765 beasts, and 77,573 tons of material.
PACH'IC RAILROADS.

There was considerable discussion in the last Congress concerning the
relations between the United States and the Pacific Railroads which are
indebted to the United States on account of bonds issued in their behalf, but there was no new legislation affecting the settlement pf their
accounts for military transportation, which remains as reported in my
last annual report; that is to say, all amounts earned by these subsidized
railroads for military transportation are t~ken from the appropriations
of the Quartermaster's Department and transferred to the honorable
the Secretary of the Treasury, as assignee of the respective companies,
to be by him credited on their .indebtedness, as required by section 5260,
nevised Statutes.
·
The following iA a statement of the transportation-service performed
by the Pacific Railroads for the department during the fiscal year:
Names of companies.

Number of
Number of
Pounds of
persons t.rans- animals trans· freight transported.
ported.
ported.

Union Pacific Railroad ..•.......... -~......................
Central Pacific Railroad....................................
Kansas Pacific Railroad....................................
Sioux City and Pacific Railroad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Total.. ................ ~ ..............................

10, 347
5, 383
799
290
3, 602
2, tl42
150 . . . . . . . . . . . .

61, 413, ~09
3, 780, 954
6, 417, 6W
86, 442

--14,898 --8,515j-n;-698,8s7

The cost of this service may be stated as follows:

Names of companies.

U nion Pa.ciflc Railroad.........................
115,996 88
Ct' ntral Pacific Railroa<l. ...... ...... .......... ...... ........

Total.

$63, 470 70
57,288 07

~ansas :racific Railroad . . :..................... . .. .. . . .. ... . .
52,827 68
S10ux C1ty and PaCific Railroa<l.......... ......
4, 420 64 ..............

I $357,93,000
91\! 36
00
100, 051 60
7, 000 00

$537, 379
150,288
152, 879
11,420

94
07
28
64

Total .....•....•.••.•.•. . ..•....•... ... .. 120,41752-~-17:G6451 557,96396 ~1,96793

The total amounts paid by the QuartermaRt(lr's Department for military tran portation o,·er the "e roads, from the date wh('n th('y were first
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opened for traffic up to the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877,
may be stated as follows :
-

-

I

...

Amount crerl- Amount withAmount paid ited on bonds held under
under act of act of March
in cash.
.July 2, 1864.
3, 1873.

Names of companies.

Union Pacific Railroad ...................... $1, 677, 465
Central Pacific Railroad .....................
223, 404
Kansas Pacific Railroad . ................•... .
878, 621
4, 403
Sioux City and Pacific Railroad ...........•..

00 $1, 677, 465 04 $1, 527, 697 75
223,404 71
269,344 73
73
878,621 42
316,413 68
46
89
4, 403 90
17, 161 73

Total.

$4, 882, 627
7L6, 154
2, 073, 656
25,969

79
17
56
52

- - - - - ----- - - - ----7, 698, 408 04
2, 783, 895 07 2, 130, 617 89

Total. ...••.......•..•................ . 2, 783, 895 Ol:l

Unsettled accounts of these companies have been rendered and were,
at the close of the fiscal year, under adjustment in this office and the
Treasury Department, as follows :
Names of companies.

In Treatmry.

Union Pacific Railroad . ............................... .
Contral Pacific Railroad ............................... .
Kansas Pacific Railroad .... .. ·----------------- ....... .
Sioux City and Pacific Railroad ............. __ ........ .

$352,194
47, 711
14,086
14

IIn Quartermas-

I
Total. ...•.• -. -. -- ---. -. -- -- . - ---- -- . - --· - - · -- · -- -

t ar-General's
Office.

28
47
95
95

$95,597 69
185, 740 05
29, 443 03

414, 007 65

310, 780 77

Total.

$447, 791
233,451
43,529
14

97
52
98
95

724, 788 42

There has not been any settlement whatever on any of these accounts
of these railroads for transportation-service rendered in the last fiscal
year, excepting on account of the Sioux City and Pacific Railroad,
$4,420.64.

A close estimate has been made of the amount required to pay these
outstanding accounts, the larger portion of which has not yet been received for settlement, and it is found that $851,967.93, less $4:,420.64
already paid, or $847,547.29, will be required, and that amount has
been reported as nece ary for the settlement of the accrued accounts
of these roads for services rendereu in the fiscal year ending June 30,
1877.

As, however, the Army-transportation appropriation for that year bas
been xpended, the amount has been included in tbe report of the deficiency in that appropriation, and the settlement of the accounts await
the appropriation to cover that deficiency.
In addition to tbe above amount which is necessary for the settlement of account for f'rvice iu the la t fi cal y ar merely, the following
urn are required t settle outstanding account accrued in previou
fi. cal year':
In Treasury.
. .:am1: of compaui .
.Arljn11t rl an!l
r.1·r t ificat isued.

uion l'nclfic Rllilroan ..• •• ...•••••. ••.
G1-ut lPacificRilrod........ . ..... .
1" naP Mfl!'}{ailmad .. ............. .
iouxCityau<ll'a·iticR:ulroad..... .. .

1

314, 99i 33
555:3
3,154 55
2,4 15 4:!

nadjusted.

--,

In Qu::~rterm:~s
teJ·-General'a
OtJice .

Total.

Unadjusted.

340, 813 O!J
:J2, 126 !19
47,7Ll47
12,65347
14,0 6 95
2J,443 03
14 95 ---··-·····----

·fi87, 957 -H
1i6,4~047
121i,6 4 5:i
2, 430 37

83 --402,65646j- - - - - ~:1, 5027

'Iotal. ... ... -.- ...•.............. --400, 6~:!
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The following is a division by tlJe fiscal years in which these outstand~
ing accounts ha\e accrued:
, - - - -, - - - -

Union Pa- Central Pa- Kansas Pa- Sioux City
cific.
cific.
cine.
and Pacific.

Period.

Total.

1

Prior to July 1, 1870 . .. . . . .. . . . . . • • . . . • . .
Year ending June 30, 187L ....... ........
Year ending June 30, 1872 . . . . • • . . • . .. • • .
Year ending June 30, 1873.. .• • • • . . . .. . • .
Year ending June 30, 187 4. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .
YearendingJune30,1875 ...............
Year ending June 30, 1876 .••.••..••..••.

. ....•.... -. . •.•........
$2,000 00
$74 06
18 95
46 00
313, 805 61
48, 575 60
48, B69 70
18, 428 38
155,437 29
37,456 !32
167, 835 86
71,839 61

TotaL............................. 687, 967 41

176, 420 47

$897
189
16
86,402
547
4, 859
33, 771

00 . ....................
$897
45 .................
2, 263
......................
81
21
26
$2,120 41
450, 903
tiS, 155
88
309 96
98 .................... 197, 754
75 ..................... *273, 447

126, 684 53

2, 430 37

00
51
16
88
92
09
22

993, 502 78

*About $200,000 available to pay outstanding accounts for fiscal year ending June 30, 1876.

The large amount due for services in the year ending June 30, 1873,
$450,903.88, arises from the fact that Oongress specifically excluded
Pacific Railroad accounts in making the appropriation to supply the
deficiency in the appropriation for transportation of the Army for that
year (18 Stat., p. 138), and the large amount due for services in the year
ending June 30, 1877, $847,547.29, arises out of the extraordinary activity of the Army, and the unusually large accounts incurred for transportation over the other railroads of the country which required cash
payments for their services.
Appropriations for the settlement of these outstanding accounts of
the Pacific Railroads would not take any money from the Treasury, but
would ehable the department to 'close the accounts, and pass ·to the
credit of the railroads· the amounts which ha\e been found due to them
for services actually rendered.
LAND-GRANT RAILROADS.

The laws of June 16, 1874 (18 Stat., p. 7±), and March 3, 1875, (18
Stat., p. 453), prohibiting paym_ents to certaiu laud-grant railroads for
military transportation, are still in force.
The Jaw of June 16, 1874, which is incorporated in the act making
appropriations fot· the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1875, is as follows:
* * * * "That no part of th e money appropriated by this act shall be paid
to any railroad company for the transportation of any property or troops of the United
States over any railroaJ. which, in whole or in part, was constructed by the aid of a
grant of public land on the condition that such railroad should be 'a public highway
for the use of the Government of the United States free from toll or other charge,' or
npon any other condition for the use of such road, for such transportation ; nor shall
any allowance be made out of any money appropriated by this act for the transportation of officers of the Army over any such road when on duty and under orders as a
military officer of the United States. But nothing herein contained shall be construed
as preventing any such railroad from bringing a suit in the Court of Claims for such
transportation, and recovering for the same, if found entitled thereto by virtue of the
laws in force prior to the passage of this act.';

And the law of March 3, 1875, which is incorporated in the act making
appropriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1876, is as follows :
* * * * That no money shall hereafter be paid to any railroad company for
the transportation of any property or troops of the United States over any railroad
which, in whole or in part, wa constructed by the aid of a grant of pnblic land on the
condition that snch railroad should be a public highway for the use of the Government
of the United States, free from toll or other charge, or upon any other conditions for
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the use of such road, for such transportation ; nor shall any allowance be made for the
transportation of officers of the Army oYer any such road when on duty and under
orders as military officers of the United States. But nothing herein contained shall be
construed as preventing any such railroad from bringing a suit in the Court of Claims
for the charg-es for such transportation, and recovering for the same if found entitled
thereto, by virtue of the laws in force prior to the passage of this act: P1·ovided, That
the claim for such charges shall not have been barred by the statute of limitations at
the time of bring-ing the suit, and either party shall have the rhz:ht of appeal to the
Supreme Court of the United States: And provitled furth er, That the foregoing provisions shall not apply for the current fiscal year, nor thereafter, to roads where the sole
condition of transportation is that the company shall not charge the government higher
rates than they do individual~:~ for like transportation, and when the Quartermaster- ·
General shall be satisfied that this condition bas been faithfully complied with.

The law of June 16, 1874, was construed by the Attorney-General; in
opinion dated June 30, 1874, as applying to all railroads that bad received grants of public lands upon any conditions whatsoever for the
use of such roads, and embraced all railroads known as land-grant railroads, with the exception of the Oregon Central, to which railroad, lands
were granted with no conditions attached, and the Utah Central, which
railroad was decided by the Second Comptroller of the Treasury, January
14, 1875, not to be a land-grant railroad within the meaning of the act
of Jun~ 16, 1874.
The law of March 3, 1875, was construed hy the Second Comptroller
of the Treasury, in opinion dated April 5, 1875, as excepting the following-named laud-grant railroads from the prohibitions contained in the
l3.w of June 16, 1874:

List No. 1.
The Central Pacific, main line.
The Centra'P Pacific, western division.
The Central Branch, Union Pacific.
The Denver Pacific.
The Kansas Pacific.
The New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Vicksburg.
The Nort.hern Pacific.
The Saint Louis and San Francisco (from Springfield, Mo., to Pacific
Ocean).
.
The Sioux City and Pacific.
The Saint Joseph and D nver City.
The Southern Pacific of California, main line.
The Southern Pacific of California, branch line.
The Texas and Pacific.
The Union Pacific.
The Second Comptroller al o decided that the act of .March 3, 1873,
ection 5260 Revised Statute , is left in full force in respect of the
Pacific Railroads indebted on account of United States bonds.
In view of the foregoing laws and opinions of the law-officers of the
government, the Quartermaster's Department has, siQce the passage of
tho e law , made no payments for tran portation o,rer the land-grant
portions of the following-named railroads:
List No. 2.
Ihe Alabama and
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The Chicago, Rock IRland and Pacific.
The Central Pacific, Oregon division.
The Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul, Iowa and Minnesota division.
The Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul, Iowa and Dakota division ..
The Cbica·go, Milwaukee and Saint Paul, La Crosse division.
The ]'lint and Pere Marquette.
The Grand Rapids aud Indiana.
The Hannibal and Saint Joseph.
The Hastings and Dakota.
The Illinois Central, main line.
The Illinois Central, Chicago branch.
The Illinois Central, Iowa division.
The Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw.
The Jacksonville, Pensacola and .Mobile.
The Little Rock and Fort Smith.
The Lake Superior and Mississippi.
The Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston.
The Mobile and Ohio.
The Mobile and Montgomery.
The Mobile and Girard.
The Memphis and Little Rock.
The Marquette, Houghton and Ontonagon.
The Missouri, Kansas and Texas.
The Missouri River, Fort Scott and Gulf.
1'he Morgan's Louisiana and Texas.
The North Wisconsin.
The Oregon and California.
The Pensacola and Louisville.
The South and North Alabama.
The Selma, Rome and Dalton.
The Saint Louis and San Francisco (from Saint Louis to Springfield).
The Saint Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern.
The Saint Paul and Sioux City, and the Sioux City and Saint PauL
The Saint Paul and Pacific, main line.
The Saint Paul and Pacific, branches.
The Southern Minnesota.
The Vicksburg and Meridian.
The Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas.
The Winona and Saint Peter.
The West Wisconsin.
The Wisconsin Central.
Of these railroads, the following is a list of those which, by the original acts of Congress granting them lands, are bound in specific and'
unambiguous language to furnish free transportation over their landgrant portion for United States troops and stores, irre.spect.ive of th e·
laws of Jun.e 16, 1874, and March 3, 1875 .

.

L·ist lro. 3.
The
The
The
The
The
The
l'hc

Central Pacific, O~egon division.
Hastings and Dakota.
Jackson, Lan ing and Sagina\Y.
Little Rock and Fort Smith.
Memphis and Little Rock.
Mis ouri, Kansas and Texas.
1\li, ouri Ri 'er, Fort Scott and Gulf.
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Tue Oregon and California.
The Saint Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern.
Prior to the passage of the prohibitory laws of 1874 and 1875, the
practice of the War Department, concurred in by the accounting-officers
of the Treasury, was to pay tariff-rates, less 33! per cent., to those railroads which bad received grants of land with conditiom; attached tuat
they should be'' public highways for the use of the Government of the
United States, free from toll or other charge." (Tllis includes all the
railroads named in list No.2, excepting those named in list No.3.)
To tllose named in list No. 1, the practice was to make payments at
full tariff-rates for military transportation.
To those ;named in list No. 3, no payments whatever have at any
time been made for military-transportation.
The Lake Superior a~d Mississippi and the Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railroads (which had receiYed grants of land with conditions
attached that they should be'' public high ways for the use of the Government of the United States, free from toll or other charge") brought
suit in the Court of Claims to recover compensation for the transportation of troops and stores, as specified in the bills of particulars accompanying their respective petitions, as provided for in the laws of June
16, 1874, and March 3, 1875.
·
Proforma judgments for the United States were rendered by the
Court of Claims, and the cases appealed to the Supreme Court, which,
upon a full discussion of tile laws and facts pertinent, rendered an opinion "that the reservation in question secures to the government only a
free use of the railroads concerned, and that it does not entitle the gov€rnment to have troops or property transported by the companies over
their re. pective roads free of charge for transporting the same."
The decrees of the Court of Claims were thereupon reversed by the
·supreme Court, and a new decree made iil favor of the respective petitioners, in conformity with the principles of this opinion; "that is to
ay, awarding to each of them compensation for all transportation performed lly them re pectively, of troops and property of the government
(excepting the mails), subject to a fair deduction for the use of their
respective railroads." (October term, 1876, Nos. 487 and 673.)
This doctrine, enunciated by the Supreme Court, is in accordance with
that always held by the War Department, and governed the department up to the time when payments were prohibited by Congress.
It applies to all the railroads named above in list No. 2, excepting
those named in list No.3. The awards made by the decree will, it is
pre umed, be payable, as other awards of the Supreme Court are paid,
by the Treasury, out of an appropriation made for that purpose, and
not from fund of the Quartermaster's Department .
.1: otwithstanding this opinion of the Supreme Uourt, the Quartermaster s Department is powerless to afford relief to the railroadH affected
thereby, until the law-making power ball have removed the prohibition,
and maue the neces ary appropriations for payment of their accounts
for military transportation.
n March 2, 1877, the ecretary of War tran mitted to Uongress a
r~~ort fr01 the ec nd Comptroller of the Trea ury, relath·e to the de·
c1 10n of the upreme Oourt in the matter of land-grant railroads, and
in ace r lance with the rec mmendation' of the Second Comptroller and
th
uartcrrna ter-G neral, he recommended "such legi, lation a will
r move t h pr bibition irupo ed by law upon any payme nt to th se
r~ilr d . mpanie , and pr vid am d for a ccrtaining the fair deduc·
t10n
tl n in the d ci ion of the uprerue Court to which the gov-
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ernment is entitled," (Senate Ex. Doc. No. 45, Forty-fourth Congress,
Second session,) lmt Congress has taken no action in the matter.
This state of things has created dissatisfaction among land-grant
railroad companies, some of whieh have large pecuniary interests at
stake, but it gives me pleasure to report that with one exception they
have continued to furnish tbe transportation requested of them by the
Quartermaster's Department and thus saved the department from serious
·difficulties and embarrassments which would necessarily ensue if they
refused ; for the department is not armed with the power to enforce its
.service, as on November 9, 1874, the Attorney-General expresRed the
following opinion in the case of the temporary refusal of Morgan's
Louisana and Texas (a land-grant) Railroad to perform military transpo~tatiou:

I do not know of auy proceeuings at law by which the government can compel these
railroads to transport freight and troops as required, but if they refuse when such
freight and troops are properly tendered for such transportation, and the United States
sustain damages in consequence of such refusal, these roads may be liable to pay the
United States tlte damagets so sustained.

The enactment of a law that will protect the rights of the government in such cases was recommended to Congress by the Secretary of
War, January 9, 1875. on n~port of the Quartermaster-General, ·of December 3, 1~74 (Ex. Doc. No. 94, B. H., :Forty-third Congress, second
session), but Congress bas not acted upon the recommendation, and it
appear~:; bas made 110 legislatiYe provision for enforcement of its reserved rights.
The one case of refus::tl to furnish military transportation is that of
the Florida Central Railroad, which r·uns over lands granted by the
goYerumeut from Jacksonville to Lake City, Fla., 59 miles, formerly a
portion of the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad.
This company having persisted in its refusal, notwithstanding an explanatory letter from the Quartermaster-General, which was addressed
to the master in charge of the railroad, the case was reported to the
Secretary of War and returned with instructions to "again bring up
the subject at the next meetiug of Congress as there appears to lle no
legal remedy at present."
Officers of the Quartermaster's Departmfnt have l{een instructed to
<liscontiuue the issue of requisitions upon the Florida Central Railroad
Company for the transportation of troops and supplies uutil further
()rders, and the use of that railroad bas beeu avoided by the use of
steamers which stop at Saint Augustine in plying· between points on
the Atlantic seaboard. For example, troops and stores are sent to
Brunswick and Savaunab, Ga., by steamer, and thence inland by railroad.
Thus it appears that a railroad company can, at will, arrest the march
()r movement of the troops and property of the United States.
By the imposition of conditions impossible of execution, and even
illegal, and by requiring compliance therewith before furuisbing transportation, a railroad company can greatly delay a military movement.
The recourse of the government is through the slow process of the law
in a suit for damages.
In the exercise of the duties required of the War Department, it
eems to me necessary tbat there be no hindrance to the 1)rom.pt pasage of the troops of the United tates over any railroad in its territory.
The euactment of a law regulating this matter, should, it seems, demand the early attention of Uongress.
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WAGON AND STAGE TRANSPORTATION.

The Quartermaster's Department transported by wagon, including
public teams, contractors' trains, and teams hired for special services,
35,392 tons of military stores; and by stage, 3,559 passengers.
Thirty-seven contracts for wagon-transportation, made by officers of
the department, were received at this office during the year, an abstract
of which accompanies this report.
GENERAL ORDERS RESPECTING ARMY 1'RANSPORT.A.TION.

During the year general orders regarding Army transportation issued
from the Adjutant-General's office as follows:
Numl>er 66, of 1876, directing the Quartermaster's D epartment. toreceive and ship freight for the Treasury Department, and regulating the
course to be pursued iu such cases.
Number 97, of 1876, governing transportation by the Quartermaster's
Department in certain cases where mileage is not pai1l.
Number 100, of 1876, publishing instructions to officers of the Quartermaster's Department, as to the conrse to be pursed in recoverin g
public property held by la.nd-grant railroads for non-payment of transportation-charges.
Number 112, of 1876, directing that bills of Jading be entered by th e
issuing officer on the report of persons and articles employed and hired
(l!...,orm No. 1), and providing the manner of doing so; also discontinuing Form 4, consolidated report of all troops, stores, &c., transported,
and Form 19~, statement of payments made on account of transportation; and modifying Forms 17 and 18 for rail and water transportatiou.
Number 1, of 1877, correcting list of land-grant railroads.
Number 40, of 1 77, stating the circumstances under which the Quartermaster's Department will provide transportation for officers and enlisted men on recruiting service, and for recruits.
N urn ber 43, of 1877, regarding the transportation of the bodies of
officers and soldiers who die at 'temporary camps or on detached service.
Number 46, of 1877, regulating the settlement of accounts for transportation of persons journeying to proeure artificial limbs and en route
to Soldier Home.
Number 54, of 1877, forbidding transportation, by the Quartermaster's
Department, of persons to the Soldiers' Home unless ordered by the Secretary of War.
.
In addition to the foregoing general orders, there is in preparation a
compilation of all exi ting orders, regulations, and laws on the subject
of t ran portation for the Army.
The want of uch a compilation h s long been felt. At present an
officer can b come familiar with exi. ting regulations on this subject only
after the mo t thorough arch and careful study of the many order ,
r gulation , and law that have been publi hed since the commencement
of the late war. Such a compilation will be a great advantage to the
<lepartrn ent, ancl bop , at no di tant day, to submit the wo1k to th e
Quart rma t r- neral fi r hi approYal, with such addition . a" I <l em
n ce ary to mal th y t m c rupl te.
TRA' PORT.L T!OJ. ·

PPROI,RI.A'l'IO~

AND ITS DISBURSE)IE ... ' T.

h am un t ar pr pri at d for tbe fi cal. ear 1 76-'77 wa . . 3,7 4 00.
• rm lfl:.. of th
nart rm a t'l . D r partment ba,·in g be n 1li:c·ontinued
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by paragraph 2 of General Orders No. 112, Adjutant-Genm~ars Office,
1876, and the analysis of accounts paid out of the transportation-appropriation by disbursing-officers of the department not being completed
by this office, I am not able to report separately the items of the expenditures made during the year out of that appropriation. These items
embrace railroad, water, wagon, and stage transportation ; the purchase of transportation-animals; the purchase and .repair of army and
spring wagons, carts, harness, &c.; · the hire of teamsters and other
employes connected with transportation; purchasing, repairing, and
operating: vessels; pumps and other apparatus to supply posts with
w·ater and water-rent; building and repairing wharves and wharfage;
tolls on turnpikes, ferries, and bridges; and cleadng and remodng obstructions from roads, harbors, and rivers.
The transportation-appropriation for the yea~ bas not bet>n sufficient
to meet the requirements of the service. In addition to $847,547.29,
above reported necessary to settle Pacific railroad accounts, a deficiency
appropriation of $293,908.77 is required to pay other accounts which are
known to have accrued during the 3·ear and to be unpaid. The Quartermaster-General bas made a deficiency estimate for Army transportation of $1,200,000; all of which, I am of opinion, will be needed to pay
out~tanding claims.
.
The large and costly mo\·ements of troops from one section of the
country to the other, made necessary by the activity of the Army and
its small numerical strength, the extensive frontier to be guarded and
protected, the construction of new military posts in remote locations ou
the Yellowstone and Big Born Rivers, the usf'. of troops in certain Southern States during the last Presidential campaign, and the expensive and
protracted lndian wars, have, in the past year, swelled the transportation-expen ~ es of the Army to a sum much beyond the usual requirements
of the service.
W .A.TER· TRANSPOR'l'A.'I.'ION.

There were carried by water for the department during the fiscal year
15,593 persons, 3,084 animals, and 11,707,232 pounds of material.
The following-named vessels, owned by the War Department, l1aye
been in service of the Quartermaster's Department during the fiscal year,
yjz: Steamer Henry Smith, in New York Harbor; propeller General
1\icPherson, in San FranciRco Harbor; steam-launch Monroe, employed
at Fort Monroe, Virginia; steam-hmnch Hamilton, employed at J1'ort
Hamilton, New York Harbor; steam-launch Thayer~ employed in Boston Harbor; steam-launch Barraucas, employed at Fort Barrancas, Florida; steam-launch General Green, employed at Fort McHenry, :Mary
l and; steam-launch Genel'al Jesup, eruployed at Fort Adams, RhodeI sland; schooner 1\-latchless, employed a.t Key West, Fla.; sloop-yacht
P hantom, employed at Fort Barrancas, Florida; steamboats J. Donald
Cameron and General Sherman, employed on the Upper .Missouri River.
The total cost of running and maintaining these \essels during the
year was $91,208.51.
STEAM L.A UNCHES.

The steam-launch Ordnance, which waR constructed by James D.
Leary, under a contract made by Colonel Rufus Ingalls, As istant Quart erma ter-General, United States Army, New York, on June 30, 1876, at
a cost of $18,000, bas been completed and is employed by the officers of
t he Ordnance Department in New York for serviee between that city and
Sandy Hook. The following are her dimensions: Length, 91 feet;
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breadth, 88 feet; depth, 7 feet 6 inches; tonnage, 62 tons; one engine of
the inverted type, with cylinder 20 inches in diameter and 20 inches
stroke of piston.
Information has been received at this office that in December, 1876,.
the steam-launch Monroe, stationed at Fort Monroe, Virginia, rendered
efficient service in aiding to save the lhTes of some of the sailors of the
flag-ship Hartford, who were blown out to sea in the steam-barge belonging to that vessel during a severe gale. But for the timely assistance of
the Monroe it is probable that the lives of the gallant sailors in the steambarge, who were desperately battling against the heavy sea and freezing
gale then raging, would have been sacrificed, as none of the vessels of
the fleet, owing to their draught of water, could render any aid to these
brave sailors in their perilous situation.
STEAMBOATS.

In Yiew of tlle proposed establishment of tbe two new military posts.
authorized by Congress in the Department of Dakota-one at the mouth
of the Tongue River and the other near the mouth of the Little Big
Horn, near the scene of General Custer's battle with the Indians-which
would necessitate the transportation of large quantities of supplies and
material up the Yellowstone River at great cost to the United States,.
you decided, as an act of expediency, to purchase or have constructed
two steam boats to perform service on these rivers.
Having obtained the necessary authority from tlle Secretary of War,
Lieut. Col. James A. Ekin, deputy quartermaster·general, United States
Army, in charge of the depot at Jeffersonville, Ind., was charged by yon
with the duty of providing these vessels.
It having been decided that the interests of the service could be best
ubserved hy having .them constructed, Colonel Ekin entered into a contract with D. S. Barmore, of Jeffersonville, Ind., on the 22d of February,.
1877, to build two Rteamboats for the sum of $29,750; the boats to be
completed aud ready for use withiu fifty-eigllt days from date of contraet.
The total cost of the boats, including cabin-furniture, &c., which was
not included in the contract-price, was $38,788.04, or $19,394.02 each.
The following are the dimensions of the vessels: Length on deck, 145feet; breadth of beam, 28 feet; depth of bold, 4 feet; width of guanls,
18 iuche ; one pair of non-condensing engines, with cylinders 12 inches
in diamet r, q feet stroke of piston; two steel boiler , 38 inches in
diamet r, 22 :£ et long.
Tounage, 236 ·~l<lo ton .
Th boat. were completed within the time agreed upon, and both left
J eff' r onville for the upper river~ on tlle 2~th of April, 1877, fully
mann d and equipped.
On th ir pa age to Fort Leavenworth, Kans. (where tbey topped
t take n b ard a larg quantity of tore and property and the familie
of th e offi r aud oldi r of t.lle Fifth Infantry), the boats displayed
fair pe d and xc 1l nt qnalitie .
ft r 1 aving Ji, rt L av nworth, and when about forty mile below
i ux i y, I wa, the . ouald Uameron unfortunately truck a bidden
. nag and unk in ighte n f et of water. Thi occurred on the 18th of
)Ia

1 77.

ll f h r ·arg (tw hundr d tom;), including the company-property
th l1aggn' ~ ud tl>ct,· f tll fti r f the Fifth Infantry, wllich
h ·i n•r r,m. 1 rt . l t th antonm nt of tllat r giment on Tongue
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River, became a total loss; but her passengers, about seventy-five in l
number, were saved and taken on board the Sherman.
Every effort was made by 1\laj. W. B. Hughes, quartermaster, United '
States Army, Sioux City, Iowa, to raise the wreck with the aid of a. .
steamer, wrecking apparatus, and diverR, and it is believed that he would
have been successful but for the great J nne rise in the river and the
severe winds which prevailed at the time, which caused the vessel to
fill with mud and sand, and to break in pieces.
_
Maj. B. C. Card, chief quartermaster Department of Dakota., and
Major Hughes are entitled to great credit for their zealous exertions to
save this vessel.
It is hoped that her machinery may yet be saved; but if ·it is not
deemed advisable for the government to raise it, her wreck may be sold
where it lies.
The Sherman, after rendering all the assislance in her power to the
wrecked vessel, proceeded on her voyage to Bismarck, Dak., and i~ now
doing good service on the Yellowstone and Big Horn Rivers.
There have been nineteen vessels of different kinds employed at Yarious times, by charter and otllerwise, as the necessities of the service
required during the year, at au expeuse of $103,597.16.
INDEBTED RAILROAD COMPANIES.

The amount due the United States on July 1, 1876, from railway com- panies which purchased rail way material and rolling-stock under the
provisions ·of executive orders of August 8 and October 14, 1865, was .
$1, 785,455.94. .
During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, the accrued interest and
charges amounted to $80,682.30. The payments have amounted only to
$345.02, leaving the balance due July 1, 1877, $1,865,793.22.
Accounts for the transportation of troops and property of the Uoited
States in favor of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company (one of the
iudebted companies), amounting to $58,991.49, remain unsettled.
The following-named sums are also due these indebted railroad companies for postal services, to wit :
McMinnville and Manchester . ___ .•.. _. _................. _•••.•• _.... .
Memphis and Little Rock. ____ ........ _____ ....... ___ .... _.... _______ _
Nashville and Northwestern.·----··-----·---·- ____ .................. .

$5,054 37
16,897 98
lj2, 172 09

Total .•.••.. - - - .. - •••. - •.••..• _.•...••.. ___ •..• ___ ..... _.•• __ • _. __

104, 124 44

These several sums, when received by this department, will be credited
on the debts of the respective companies.
At the October term of the United States court for the middle district
of Tennessee a judgment was obtained by the United States against
the Nashville and Northwestern Railroad Company for $866,150 00.
Execution was issued and placed in the bands of the marshal to collect
the amount of the judgment. This office is not advised that any portion
of the amount has as yet been secured.
One of the conditions on which property was sold to the Nashville
and Northwestern Railroad Oompany was that the amounts dne for the
tran, portation of troops and property of the United States should be
applied to the liquidation of the debt.
To aYoid this obligation, the company under whose control the road
has pas ed, the ashville, Cllattanooga aud Saint Louis, has refused to
tran, port the troops and property of the United States, alleging as the -
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reason tllerefor that it does not receive pay for :such servict>. This refusal came at a time (Jul.v 10, 1877) when tran~portation was urgently
needed for the Second United States Infantry, ordered from Atlanta,
Ga., to the Pacific coast~ to aid in quelling Indian disturbances in Oregon,
and when the department was using its utmost endeavors to hasten the
troops forward as rapidly as possible.
.
Fortunately there were other roads over which the transportation
-could be and was secured, one of them, the Mobile and Ohio, being also
an indebted road, so that the only inconvenience or delay resulting from
the refusal of the company (Nashville, Chattanooga and Saint Louis) to
furnish the required transportation, was in the use of a line 28 miles
longer than by the direct route. But this refusal shows the spirit which
actuates thAcompanyin its dealings with the government, and at a time, ·
too, when all matters in dispute are in a fair way of being speedily
settled by the courts in the suits which have been pending for some
time.
The postal earnings of the McMinnville and Manchester Railroad are
not now available for the liquidation of the debt of that company to the
United States according to the terms and conditions on which the property was sold, Congress having, by act approved July 8, 1876, proYided
that the earnings for mail-service on that road :shall not be withheld on
. account of any claim due or alleged to be due the United States.
In the settlement with the Memphis and Little Rock Railroad Company under the act of February 27, 1875, there was a balance due the
United States from that company of $16,~97.98. This sum is also due
the railroad company from the United States for postal services prior
to July 1,1872, but it cannot be paid until Congress shall have made the
necessary appropriation therefor. On the 4th of March, 1876, a draught
-of a bill was submitted to the House or'Representatives by the honorable the Postmaster-General, providing for the proper appropriation, with
the r~quest that it be passed. The bill was referred to the Com mit tee
on Appropriations, March 7, 1876.
On January 5, 1877, no definite action having been taken~ the attention of tlle ell airman of the committee was in vi ted to the matter by the
Secretary of War, with recommendation that fa.vora ble action be bad.
No appropriation llaving been made, I recommenu that tile matter be
again lJroug-ht to the attention of Oongres~, and the necessary appropriation a ked for, that the account with the railroad company may be
do ed.
During the closing hours of the last so' 'ion of Congress an act was
pa sed by both houses (approved March 3, 1877), in the following· words:
That the . 'ecretary of War is hereby authorized to reopen the settlement made by the
nited tate
overumeut with the We tern and Atlantic Railroad, of the tate of
Georgia, and to adj u ~the sa. me upon the basis and plan which was adopted in the settlement mad by the ecretary of War with the Nashville and Chattanooga Ra1lroad Company, the Ea t Tenne see and Georgia Railroa-d Company, and theN ash ville and Decatur
Railroad ompany under the authority of the act of Congre s approved March 3, 1 71
ection 2. That wh n said claim have been adju ted, in pursuance of the provisions
of thi act, tile, cretary of War be, and h is hereby, authorized to i sue hi warrant
ou the Treasury of th
nited tates to the governor of Georgia, or hi order, for tb
amount of mooey it i found ought to be refunded to the said railroad on account of
aid et lem nt.

Thi act wa. con~truecl y the Attorn y- en ral to be mandatory upon.
the
r tc r ' of
ar to mRke th
ttlement upon the ba is anu plan of
ettl
nt made with the c0mpani nam din tile act.
In pn uance of tlli act the Q art rma t r- neral wa in tructed t
pr p r an r 1 ort a plan f e tl m nt up n th
a i afore aid, and
at th · mount due th tat of 'e rgia.
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TIJe Quartermaster-General reported the amount to be $ W9,038.58,
an.d on the 28th of April, 1877, a warrant was drawn for t!Je amount,
which warrant was .subsequently paid on tlw indorsement of the governor of the State.
Accompanying this report is . a table, marked G, showing the origi·
nal indebtedness of each company; the accumulated iuterest and charges
on account of expeuses and oYeqmyments; the increase or decrease of
the debt of each compauy during the year; the payments made during
the year; the total payments to June 30, 1877, and the balance unpaid.
It also gives the names of those companies whose debts have been paid
in full, or compromised and settled under the acts of March 3, 1871, and
February 27, 1875, the amouuts for which they were compromised, and
the awounts unpaid at date of compromise.
No moneys were received by me during the fiscal :rear on account of
indeuted railroad companies.
REGULAR AND MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES.

Animals.-The following statement shows the number of horses and
mules purchased in the several military departments, and at general
depot:s, during the fiscal year; also their total cost and averag-e cost:
Cavalry ancl artillery hoTses.
Number. Total cost

Where ·purchased.

·

---------------------------------------------I------1--------

I Average
cost.

Mili-t ary Di\ ision of the Atlantic .•. _.......... _............... _.. _..
22
$4,400 00
$200 00
Department of the South . ___ ... _. _................ _............. . .... ___ . _. _...................... -.
Departrneut of the Gulf. ............................................................................ .
Department of T exas .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... ..
843
96, 460 00
114 42
Department of th e Missouri..........................................
253
31, 365 00
123 97
Department of tbe Platte............................................
51
3, 950 00
77 45
Departm eut of Dakota ........................................................ . .................... ..
Department of California ........ ."...................................
1
140 00
140 00
Departm ent of Arizona..............................................
197
23,252 19
118 03
Department of the Columbia .. .-···..................................
94
12,220 00
130 00
Department of WestPoint...........................................
1fi
2,412 !iO
160 83
General depots, &c .. .. .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. • ..
2, 515 321, 744 07
127~!!3
7

~al. =·······--····--·····--···--·····--···----·······--·--

--3,991495,94376 j1 2426 .

Mules and tearn-ho1'ses.
Mules.

Horses.

Where purchased.
Number. Total cost. .A~~~:.ge Number. Total cost. A~~~:.ge
Military Division of the Atlantic...
~
Departm ent of Dakota . .... .. .... ..
63
Departrn eut of the Missouri.......
178
Department of t-h e Platte...........
268
Departrneut of T exas ............. . ........ .
Department of California . ..........
6
4
D epartmPnt of the Columbia* .... ..
Departmeut of .Arizona............ .
2:\
General depots, &.c................. .
295
Total. ....................... .

842

.$490
10, 035
25, 170
31, 150

00
00
00
12

$163
159
141
116

33
28
40
23

3

$550 00

.. ·--9oo·oo · .. i5o ·oo.. :~ ~: :: :::: :~ :::::::::: :::::: ~ :::
545 00
2, 905 00
34, 720 00

136 25
116 20
117 6!:1

105, 915 12

125 78

.. .. ...... . .......... . .. ...... .
.. .. . . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. ....... .
19
2, 9:15 00
154 47
22

3, 485 00

*Two oxen purchased in tbe Department of the Columbia at a cost of . "171.12.

19w

$183 33

158 40
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The following is a tabular statement of the sales of public animals in
the different departments and at the general depots, &c., showing number sold and amount realized:

...

Department.

0
,.Q

8
;::l

z
Division of the Atlantic ...........
Department of the South ..........
Department of Dakota .......•....
Department of the Missouri. -.....
Department of the Platte ..........
Department of the Gulf ...........
Department of Texas . .............
Department of California .. ........
Department of the Columbia· ......
Departm ent of Arizona ............
Departmen t of WestPoint .........
General depots, &c .................

.p

"'

;::l
0

s

~

12
$443 00
21 1, 206 00
41 2, 537 86
256 11, 396 66
259 9, 200 57
175 50
4
280 6, 351 26
!)46 29
16
35 2, 063 14
153 5,17115
21 1,111 00
968 50
23

~

.p

s

;::l
0

,.Q

8

d

0
,.Q

z

.p

~
8

"'

;::l

Total.

Oxen.·

Mules.

Horses.

~

;::$
0

8

z

"'j

~

...

.p

sd

;::l
0

~

<ll
,.Q

s

z

~

-------- ------ - - 4
20
6
167
119
6
85
29
~23

::13
4
4

$119
873
193
5, 521
3, 336
270
1, 644
1, 021
456
1, 053
293
128

70 .......... .................
1fl ........... .................
50 ........... ..................
65 .......... .................
87 ........... .................
50 .......... .................
13 .......... ..................
23
. ...............
86
2
$39 00
02 ............ ...................
00 ........ ..................
00 . .......... ..................

16
41
47
423
378
10
365
45
liO
186
25
27

$562
2, 079
2, 731
16, 918
12,537
446
7, 995
1, 567
2, 559
6, 224
1, 404
1, 096

70
16
36
31
44
00
39
52
00
17
00
50

- - - - - - - - - - -------- - - -

Total ..•..................... 1, 121 41, 170 93

500 14,911 62

2

39 00 1, 623

56, 121 55

1

*The amount r ealized from sale of four mules included in this number pas not been reported to this
office.

Summary.
The following is a Rum mary of the number of animals purchased, sold,
died, &c., and remaining on hand, during the fiscal year:
On hand, purchased, &.c.

Horses.

Mules.

Oxen.

-----------------------------------------------1---------------On hand July 1, 1871i ..................................................... .
Purchased . ............................................................ ..
Taken up, &c ........................................... . ...... . ........ .
Total to be accounted for.......... . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. . . .. .. .
Sol<l ..................................................................... .
Died ... ....... .......................................................... .
Lost and stolen .......................................................... .

9, 705
4, 013
174
13, 892

9, 837
74
842
2
138 ....... .
10, 817

76

========
500
2
1,1:21
689
599

449
7
247 . .......

-- - 1,196
- - - -9
Total sold, died, &c.................................................
2, 409
=====.===
67
On hand June 30,1877 .................... ............ .......... ..........
11,483
9, 621
FUEL, FORAGE, .AND STR.AW.

The i . ue of forage and. traw during the fiscal year were as follows:
Corn, 69 ,4 1 bu hel ; barley, 126,437 bushels; hay, 58,095 tons; straw,
3,078 tons; oat , 965,762 bushels; bran, 52,649 bushels; fodder, 119
ton .
The i ue of fuel during the am e period were: Wood, 138,099 cords;
anthracite coal, 19,0.:,;,1 ton ; bituminous coal, 21,066 tons.
CONTRACTS.

There were filed in thj
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straw as might be required; 7 for national cemeteries; 16 for clothing,
camp and garrison equipage; 2 for horses; 1 for harness; 45 for transportation ; 12 for buildings ; 2 for stationery; 2 for steamers; 2 for
stoves; 5 for ambulances, spring-wagons, and army-wagons; 3 for tools
and materials; 10 miscellaneous services; and 42 contracts of lease.
ESTIMATES AND REQL'ISITIONS.

Estimates for annual supplies and miscellaneous estimates and req nisitions have been received and acted upon during the fiscal year, as
follows:
From
From
.F rom
From
From
From
From
From
From
From

military division of the Atlantic .... - ................. --- .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 97
military division of the Missouri ....•.....•......•...•••..............•.. :355
military division of the Pacific .... " ..•••...........•.•................... 57
Department of .the South .••• --~-........................................ 15
New York depot ........ ·.................•.. -----·.......................
4
Philadelphia depot ........ _... . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . 11
Jeffersonville depot ................................ -.......... . .......... 18
Washington depot ..............•...... _... _--- ...... ---- ........ _.. . . . . . 16
Department of West Point...............................................
7
miscellaueous sources ......... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
Total .......... _.. _.............................. '- . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 612

WAGONS, AMBULANCES, AND HARNESS.

There were purchased during the year 130 six-mule army.wagous, 50
two-horse and four-horse or mule wagons of the new pattern referred to
in annual report for last fiscal year, 27 spring-wagons, 20 ambulances
of the Wheeling pattem, and 1 spring express-wagon. Of these there
were purchased uuder contract after advertisement, 120 army-wagons,
at $104.50 each, from the Pittsburgh Wagon Works of Allegheny, Pa.,
under contract dated September 12, 1876; 50 two-horse and four-horse
or mule wagons, at $92.50 each, from the Kansas Manufacturing Company of Leavenworth, Kans., under contract dated September 28, 1876;
20 spring-wagons (Saint Louis patteru), at $185 each, from Nixon &
Kane (Robert Nixon and John W. Kane), of Jeffersonville, Ind., under
contract dated September 15, 1876; and 20 ambulances (Wheeling pattern), at $128 each, from Jacob Rech, of Philadelphia, Pa., under contract
dated September 8, 1876.
Under the authority of the honorable the Secretary of War, dated
April 10, 1877, the specifications for the standard six-mule army-wagon
have been so modified as .t o dispense with harness-bearers and tar-pots,
and all requirements therein contained concerning these articles.
Twenty-two spring-wagons were furnished posts and depots during
the year, beside one spring express-wagon.
In accordance with the directions of the honorable the Secretary of
War, a model ambulance is in course of construction at a private establiRhment in this city, under the direction of the depot quartermaster
in this city, in accordance with plans prepared by the arnoulance board,
referred to in the annual report for last fiscal year, the construction
being supervised by the ambulance board. The sample, when completed, is to be submitted to the Quartermaster-General for his consideration, and the approval of the honorable the Secretary of War.
No army-wagon harness has ueen purchased during the year, the
stock in store having been sufficient to meet the rfquirements, with a
urplus still remaiuiug on hand.
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Favorable reports havt> been received of the new pattern army-wagon
for two and four horses or mules, and it bids fair to give satisfaction.
The new pattern four-mule ambulance harness, referred to in annual
report of last fiscal year, has been delivered by the contractor and dis·
tributed to po~ts for trial. Only a few reports have been received of
the trial of this harness, and these jndicate that some alterations will
have to be made in the specifications before their final adoption.
NoTE.-Siuce July 1, 1877, a report has been received at this office
from au officer of the Quartermaster's Department, wherein he states
that the harness furnished the troops in the field with which he was
ser·dng was uuserviceable, and the leather to a great degree rotten. A.
general inspection was thereupon ordered by tllis office of all the harness on hand in tbe Quartermaster's Depanmcn t, with directions to
report. the resnlt to this office.
STOVES AND RANGES.

Under advertisement, dated August 28,1876, proposals were r.e ceived
at this office for furnishing 160 of the adopted pattern Army heatingtoves (20 of each patteru, viz, cast-iron wood-beaters, Nos. 1, 2, 3;
wrOUf!llt-iron wood-beaters, Nos, 4 and 5; cast-iron coal-heaters, Nos.
~and 7, and Army parlor heaters) and 40 Army cooking-ranges of the
:adopted pattern, 20 each of N o.s. 1 and 2.
On the recommendation of this office the honorable the Secretary of
War authorized the awarding of the contracts as follows: .To the Ordance Department, for the construction of 100 cast-iron heaters (20 each;
~o. 1, at $16.50; No.2, at $24.75; No.3, at $27.50; No.6, at $ 12.37~;
and No.7, at $25 each); at ·a total cost of $2,122.50.
To Asa Suyder and Co., Richmond, Va., for 60 Army heaters (20 each,
~o. 4 and No.5, $700, and 20 Army parlor-heat(;'!rs $160), at a total cost
()f $8GO.
To vV m. J\'liller of Cincinnati, Ohio, for 40 ranges, 20; No. 1 at $80 each,

and No. 2 at. 110 each; total cost $3,ROO.
The Ordnauce Department did the work awarded to it for $1,772.60;
which wa $349.60 less than its offer.
SulJsequeutly there were purchased from 1\Ir. Miller 72 ranges, in
addition, at a less cost than wa paid for those deliYered on his contract,
viz, 22 No. 1, at $75 each, and 50 No. 2, at $100 eacll. There were
a lso purcba ed from the Ordnance Department 75 more of the cast-iron
heating-sto,·e , at a le s co t than for those first made, viz, 15 each of
No.1, at 8.80 each; No.2, at, 18 each; No.3, at $18.50 each; No.6,
at · 10 each; and No. 7, at $21.70 each.
A great portion of the eheating- toves anu cooking-ranges bave been
i tributed to po ts and depot for trial and is ue on requisitions and
~ timates. Tile report thus far received indicate tlJat they give ati faction g nerally.
om few change in the adopted pecifi.cation for the range , by tlle
intr duction of im r v d part , may have to be made, aud al 'O such
<:hange a p actical te t in actual u e may ugo- t a nece sary.
'Ih • nee
of the e tove and range in the ArrnJ· appear to be well
S1'.ATIO "ERY .

n be r ommeiHlati n of thi ffice, an allow uce for tation ry f r
rdan · ·erg nt.' u duty at po t' not g rri oned by troops ha · been
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fixed by General Orders No. 56, Headquarters of the Army, AdjutantGeneral's Office, June20, 1877, to take effect July I, 1877.
EXPLORING EXPEDITIONS.

The Quartermaster's Department, under orders of the honorable the
Secretary of War, furnished means of transportation, transportation in
kind, forage, offices and fuel therefor, pay for certain employes, &c., t()
the surveying expedition under charge of Lieut. George M. Wheeler,.
United States Engineers, during the past fiscal year. (See also General
Orders No. 62, Headquarters of the :Army, Adjutant-General's Office,.
July 3, 1877.)
CEN1'ENNIAL EXHIBITION.

Awards were maue'to the Quartermaster's Department by the Unitedl
States Centennial Commission for it& display at the exhibition:
1st. Por an interesting exhibit of the articles supplied. and tools employed by this
department, and especially for the large collection of spe~imens designed to illustrate
the veterinary service and horse-shoeing of the Army.
.
2d. Por the exhibit of flags and military costumes, by reason of "The character of
the workmanship, historical value, and liberality of numerical exhibit."
IRON·HUBBED WHEELS.

Trials in actual service of these iron-hubbed wheels, purchased fo:r
the purpose, have been continued during the past year.
The new two-horse and four-horse or mule-wagons, before referred to,
have iron-hub bed wheels.
APPROPRIATION FOR REGULAR SUPPLIES.

The amount estimated by this department for regular supplies for the
Army during the fiscal year 1876-'7, was $4;900,000. The honorable the
Secretary of War recommended $4,600,000. Congress appropriated
$3,750,000, besides $216,000 for the 2,500 additional cavalry auth·orized by the act of August I5, I876.
The amount remaining to the credit of the appropriation for regular
supplies for the fiscal year 1876-'7, on July I, I877, on the books of the
Treasury, was only $5.
It is hoped, however, that the amount of that appropriation in tbe
bands of officers of the Quartermaster's Department will be sufficient .
to mee~ all outstanding indebtedness on that account for the ~rear.
HORSE-SHOEING AND TREATiv.IENT OF DISEASES OF THE HOOF.

By act of Congress, approved July 28, 1866, the honorable the Secretary of War was authorized and directed to contract, on fair and
reasonable terms, with Dr. Alexander Dunbar, for the use of his alleged
discovery of a mode of treatment of the diseases ·of the horse's foot.
and for his &~ervices for one year in instructing the farriers of the Army
in such treatment. Dr. Dunbar was emploJ·ed by the War Department
in August, 1808, for one year, at the rate of $25,000 per year, and the
fact of his employment publi hed in General Orders No. 73, Headquar-
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ters of tbe Army, dated August 21, 1868. His contract expired
August, 186.9. A farrier (John Kiernan) wus employed to accompany
Dr. Dunbar and assist in the manual operations, at a compensation of
$4 per day and traveling expenses paid.
The following is an abstract of clinical lectures given by Dr. Dun bar
under his contract, prepared by First Lieut. A. B. Taylor, Fifth Cavalry, acting assistant quartermaster:
The p1'inciple of shoeing and the treat·ment of the hoof, upon M1·. Alexancle1· Dunbm·'s system.

Mr. Dunbar's system is very simple and perfectly practicable, but directly contrary
to the teachings of all writers upon the horse.
Farriers in not properly paring the hoof caused· contraction, corns, pumiced feet,
&c. In treating contracted feet, cut away the bars, lower and open the heel, pare down
the frog, cut out the cleft of the frog; the commissures should be well cut out. In
cutting out. the heel, pare the horny substance which grows clown upon it, and part of
frog contiguous to heel, until by pressing it with the thumb or finger it feels soft; notice this particularly, for it is these pegs that prevent the heel and frog from expanding. In order to expand the hoof, fit the shoe wider than the hoof, so that yon can see
through the nail-holes from the quarters to heel; set the shoe in its proper place by
nailing two-thirds of the way between the quarter and toe on one si<le, push the shoe
over so that one side is even with the wall of the hoof, drive the nails without clinching; this enables you to get the holes as you want them; draw the nails; commence
and drive the nails on the other side without driving home, but clinch them; you will
find that on the side opposite the shoe projects beyond the wall; commence driving
the nails (being careful that the point entera the boles already made in the hoof),
clinching them but not driving home; commence now and drive all the nails, first on
one side and then on the other, so that all the nails can be driven as nearly at the
same time as possible. By this mode of nailing the foot can be ·expanded from oneeighth to three-eighths of an inch.
When the hoof is contracted on one side more than the other, cnt out the heel and
bars more on that side, and then the wall from quarter to heel and from coronC?t down;
this weakens these parts, and as the foot expands it gradually resumes its natural
shape.
The foot should be well poulticed with flaxseed meal, which keeps the hoof moist,
giving the contracted parts power to expand; in poulticing, stuff the poultice well
around the heel and coronet, keep the poultice moist, and allow it to remain on until
the parts have expanded to their natural size and shape.
In paring, if blood is drawn it does no harm, so that farriers in following out this
system need have no fear of injuring the foot, for, as before stated, weakening the contracted parts takes away the cause and gives the necessary room for expansion.
Always cut the bar well out, for it is the bar which crowds against the frog, preventing it from expanding, and if the frog is not allowed to expand it contracts the
space that the coffin-bone occupies in the foot and at the same time contracts the heel.
When the hoof is not pared very deeply it can be kept moist by stuffi'l:lg with cowmanure, and the coronet kept moist by putting a wet swab around the pastern joint,
but it is always best to poultice, if only for a few days.
All hor es whose hoofs are perfectly natural, it is advisable always to keep a wet
swab around their pasterns while in the stabl(j.
·
In tr ating corns, pare the hoof out, cut away the bars, pare the corn down evenly,
adjust the commis ures, lower the heel, an<llet there be no pressure upon the corn; if
the corn is extensive, in shoeing it will sometimes require a bar-sho-e.
In taking away all pre sure upon the affected parts, it allows that part to grow
down, thus throwing out tbe eli eased portion.
In fitting the shoe, drive the nail from the quarter total on each side, which takes
all w eight from the affected part. Keep the feet well stuffed or poulticed.
TLru hi treated in tb same manner as contraction; pare out the thrush and keep
the foo clean and well poulti d.
In tr ating a. pumiced or flat foot, borten the toe as much a. possible, pare the foot
car fully without taking too much away from the ba e or forward part of the hoof,
pare th frog, cnt away the bar , lower and open the h el, and adjust the commi sure ;
groove the wall from coron t on on ide to other abouG tlVO inches wide, extending
<>ne inch from coronet down the line of groove, forming a semi-circle; make five or six
mall ~roov s from coron t d wn to tbe semi-circular groove already made, the coronet b mg more r]
contract d in pumiced fe t; this plan weakens that portion of
ho f, a~Hl, wb n b pouhc , i appli d, will allow i to expand more readily. Fit th
b Wl h , mall cork n the he I, fnr, b b l b iog lower d and opened, the strain
onld be too u den u th tend 11 if a flat bo w r put on; but at ea.ch boeing, a
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·the hoof expands and resumes its natural shape, the corks can be gradually lowered
•until the shoe is perfectly flat. Keep the foot well poulticed, particularly the coronet
and heels.
In a foundered horse, shorten the toe; lower the heels; cut the bars away; pare
the frog; adjust the cornmissures, cutting down deeply; cut a groove from toe to
·opening of heel ou each side, so that when the poultice is applied the inflammation can
be more readily drawn out. It is also well to prick the hoof to the quick around the
top of coronet, especially if the horse is badly foundered. Keep the foot well.poulticed
.at heel, sole, and coronet, until all inflammation is gone. Shoe as usual, being careful
not to drive the nails too close to part of toe that is weakened. .
For sand-crack, cut away the bars; adjust the commissnres; pare the sole and frog;
open and lower the heel; make a groove one-half inch wide throu,gh the whole length
of crack, and deep enough to draw blood; cut out the toe, so that when t be shoe is
·placed on the hoof the end and 8ides of crack are free from pressure. Fit the shoe so
...'ts to . expand the hoof by nailing, taking care to keep the crack expanded with a
pryer while the nails are being driven, after ,which remove the pryer. Keep the foot
well po.n lticed until the new bone commences to grow out, then fill the crack with tar
or pitch; but keep the foot as moist as possiule all the time, and the longer the poulrtice remains on tl:.e better the effect.
Kri uck I i ng and kneespring. lower the .heel as much as possiule; shorten the toe;
·CUt away the bars, and treat the same as for contraction.

The following is an extract from a report of Maj. John P. Hatch,
Fourth Uavalry, commanding Carlisle barracks, Pennsylvania, dated
March 31, 1870, of the result of tbe Dunbar treatment of horses at that
·depot. This extract was published in c]rcular of May 5, 1870, from
tbis office.
I have the honor to report that after more than a year's trial at this depot of the
:system of horseshoeing introduced by Mr. Alexander Dunbar, it has proved entirely
succes8ful.
At the time of Mr. Dunbar's arrival the feet of the horses at the depot were, from
bad shoeing, in a most wretched condition. Many of the horses were unsafe as troop·horses, and others unable to do the duty required of them.
At the present time I do not doubt that their feet would compare favorably with
those of any hundred horses in any service in the world.
Since t.he opening of a school for blacksmiths, under the control of Mr. John Kier•nan, in the month of August of last year, twenty-seven instructed blacksmiths have
been sent to regiments, and nineteen men are now under instruction.

..

..

..

..

.

.,.

.

The following cures have been effected since- Mr. Kiernan took charge of the
·school:
Fourteen quarter and toe cracks; four bruised and sensitive soles; seven cases of
;thrush; four cor1:1s; two cases of combined corns and hoof-bound, and one bruise.
A large number of contracted feet have been under treatment, and are doing well,
with pwspect of p ermanent cure. The treatment-a peculiar method of shoeing,
which does not interfere with the use of the horse-requires time.
The average percentage .u f horses on the sick-report is only one-half of that pre·vious to th e introduction of the D11nbar system.
CLAIMS.

In my last annual report I enumerated the different classes of claims
·Considered in the claims branch of this office under my charge.
During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, the clerical force of this
branch has been engaged on tbe same classes of claims and subjectmatters; but tbe bulk of the business, as heretofore, has been in the
examination and investigation of claims for quartermaster's stores furnished l>y or taken from citizens of States not in rebellion for the use
·of the Army of the United States during the war, presented to this
office uuder the provisions of the act of July 4, 1864: (section 300 A,
Appendix Hevised Statutes of the United States).
The following statement sbows the number of agents employed in the
investigation of tbese daims by tbe officers under whose direction the
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investigations are made, the amount paid fur services of the ageuts,
and amount reimbursed as expenses, and the period of service:
...
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Lieut. Col. .Tames A. Ekin, dep. 16 $9,956 68 $6,528 54 -$16,485 22
uty quartermaster· general,
.Teffersonville, Ind.
.
Capt. C. H. Hoyt, assistant
quartermaster, Fort Leaven·
worth, Kans.

Remarks.

1:;~

3

1, 277 49

653 90

1, 931 39

Col. S. B. Holabird, chief quar. 3
termaster Military Division
of Missouri, Chicago, 111.
Capt. A. F. Rockwell. depot. 12
quartermaster, Washington,
D.C.

1, 691 67

1, 202 24

2, 893 91

9, 457 48

9, 939 52 19,397 00

1

7 agents only were employed for-·
the entire year; 1 agent employ-ed!
for 5 months and 13 days, anrl S.
agents for periods less than 2
months.
2 agents were discharged AugustJ
5, 1876, and the ·o ther was not in
service from August 1 to October15, 1876.
1 agent employed 12 months; 1
agent employed 1 month; 1 agent
employed 16 days.
5 agents only were employed for the·
entire year; 1 for 4 months ancl
3 days, and remainder between 2
and :3 months.

The estimated cost of transportation furnished these agents is reported to be about $789.44.
In addition to the foregoing, there has been pai(l for serv-ices of
clerks, including a number of employes engaged in briefing the evidence
and reports in these claims, the sum of $14,928.55.
The foregoing shows the total amount paid from the .appropriations
of this department, in connection with the investigation of these claims,.
to be $56,425.51.
Tbe numbers, amounts, &c., of claims investigated and reported upon
by the agent employed for that purpose, during the fiscal year ending·
.June 30, 1 77, are as follows:
.....0
Offic rFI nnc1cr whom agents
are employ •d.

~~
a:=
~:''-'

,:l· ....

Total amount
of claims.

~

Li ut. Col. J amrFI A Ekin
deputy qnarterma'lter.grn:
Hal, mt<>rl , tntt•s Arru y,
.Teffer onvill , l.:nd.
Capt. C. H. II yt, allsistrmt
quartermast~>r , .J:t'ort L ·av.
nworth, Kan . .
Li ut. 'ol. . B. Ilolabir!l ,
·hlt>f ctnnrt nnaF!t!'r .Mili.
tarv D1vi i'ln of Mi8 ourl,
Chicngo. Ill.
Capt. . F. Rockwf•ll, c1 potqnart rma t r, Wa. hwg·
ton, D. '.

. th
bat tb nu

806

R emarks.

133, 742 09

'l'he agents cmplo:ted nnd r direction of Colonel }!;kin are enga$ <1
almo t wholly in the invest1gation of claims originating in
. 'tates of Kentucky and Teun ~ssee.
3, 337 15l Th o agents emgioyed uncl r e~p·
tain Hoft aTJ Colonel Holab1rd
ar
ng'aged principally in i~18,005 21j
veF!tij!ating claims 01 iginatiog m
Missouri.

54 1
10 I

439

Amonntrec·
om mended
for allow·
ance
by
agents.

59 , 419 24

63,903 54

Tl1 ng nts employ t1 unclH clirec·
tion of Captain Rockwell are·
ngng d in inve tigating. clah~s
ri~iuating in Mnrylanu, Vugima, W st Virginia. P nnsrlvania, and D1 ti·ict of Columbia.

f laim app nd. d to tbi report, it will be een
·I aim fil <1, und r act of July 4 1 64, on hand at
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the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, which had previously
been suspended or bad received no decisive action, was 12,8.36, amounting to the sum of $8,515,782.30, and the number of said claim~ filed
during the past fiscal year was 836, amounting to $679,202.04, making a
total of 13,692 claims, amounting to $9,194,984.34.
·
During the past :fiscal year, 460 of these claims were approved, to the
amount of $ 155,27 2.52~ and referred to the Third Auditor of the Treasury for settlement, as required by the law. (Sec. 300, "A" Appendix,
Revised Statutes U. S.) A deduction of $295,796.44 was made from the
claims approved.
Six hundred and forty-two of these claims, amounting to $1,352,159.88,
were rejected during the fiscal year.
Of these claims prepared during the fiscal year by the claims branch
for the :final action of the Quartermaster-General, 860 remained on hand .
on June 30, 1877, the Quartermaster-General not having had time to
consider them. These, or nearly all of them, wil1, however, no doubt
receive final action before the time for the meeting of the regular session
of the Forty-fifth Congress in December, 1877.
In addition to the claims considered and acted on under the act of
July 4, 1864, 351 miscellaneous claims, amounting to $182,548.70, were,
during the year, considered and returned or referred, with report of the
Third Auditor of the Treasury, for the action of the accounting-officers.
These claims were principally based upon vouchers for quartermasters'
stores and animals issued by officers during the war. Among them,
bowever, were a number of claims filed in the office of the Third Auditor for consideration, under act of l\farch 3, 1849, and which had been
referred to this office for investigation and report.
The labor and correspondence of the claims branch, during the fiscal
year, have been fully as great as for the preceding fiscal year.
The number of claims found on June 30, 1877, to be in the hands of
officers awaiting investigation by agents, were as follows :
.
In the office of Lieut. Uol. James A. Ekin, deputy quartermastergeneral (United States Army), Jeffersonville, Ind., 2,955 claims, of
which 2,.201 originated in Tennessee, 738 originated in Kentucky, and
16 originated in the States adjoining Tennessee aud Kentucky.
In the office of Lieut. Col. S. B. Holabird, chief quartermaster Military Division of Missouri, Chicago, Ill., 341 claims, of which 322 originated in Missouri, 14 in Kansas~ .2 in Colorado, 1 each in Ohio, Arkansa~, and the Indian Territory.
In the office of the depot quartermaster, Washington, D 0., 172
claims, of which 116 originated iu the State of Marsland, 53 in the
State of West Virginia, and 3 in the State of Pennsylvania.
Owing to the want of appropriations to bear the expense of the investigation of thf'se claims for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1877, all
of the agents heretofore employed were ordere<l to be discharged at the
close of the fiscal ,rear ending June 30, 1877, and instructions were given
to the officers to whom claims have been referred for investigation, relative to the di po ition and safe-keeping of . the claims-pa.pers in their
band.
MISCELLANEOUS CLADIS AND ACCOUNTS.

At the beginning of the fi . cal year, 12,984 claims and accounts were
on file, amounting to $7,:121, 175.9;) ; dnring· the year, 1,064 were received,
amounting to $l82,734.12; total, 14,0± claims and accounts, for
$7,503,910.07.
.
One hundred ancl nincty-uin e claim.':! ''erJ approved, for $30,569.21,
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being a detluction in the amount as presented of $2,736.56; 351 claims
were referred to the Third Auditor of the Treasury for . action of t!Je
accounting officers, amounting to $182,548.70; 140 claims, amounting to
$55,267.80, were referred to other departments to which they pertained;
141 claims, amounting to $243,441.21, were rejected; 397 accounts,
amounting to $20,882.96, were approved, being a deduction in the accounts as presented of $150,12; 59 accounts were referred to other departments, amounting to $7,483.10; 27 accounts, amounting to $3,057.79,
were rejected; total disposed of, 1,314 claims and accounts, amounting as presented to $546,137.45; 12,443 miscellaneous claims and ~91
accounts remain on file, amounting to $6,957,772.62.
.
The statement of miscellaneous claims appended to this report shows
that there were on hand at close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876,
12,868 claims, amounting to $7,2!)1,694.03.
The labor involved upon the miscellaneous branch proper 1 in the examination and disposition of claims, and the correspondeuce necessary
to the proper disposal of the multiplicity of fluestions of a miscellaneous character pertaining to it, have been fully as great the past fiscal
year as during the preceding fiscal year.
In consequence of the failure of Congress to provide by proper ap·
propriatiou for the support and maintenance of the Army for the fiscal
year 1t577-'71;, a system of certificates was adopted in J\fay, 1877, and
published in General Orders, for issue by officers of the Quartermaster's
Department to persons in the military service for services rendered by
them for the United States for the period subsequent to July 1, 1877,
· payment thereof depenueut upon a future appropriation by Congress
for the purpose.
When such appropriation is made and shall have heco .ne available,
these certif1cates will be taken up by the itisuing-ofticer, and aecounts duly
certified covering the service substituteu in lieu thereof.
Many of these accounts will come before this branch of the office for
proper examination and disposal.
The following statements exhibit the number of transportation-claims
and accouuts, ami claims under the act of July 4, 1864, and miscellan·eous claims and accounts on band.July 1, 1~76, received and acted upon
during tlte year and remaining on hand June 30, 1~77:
Statement of accounts and claims in the t1·ansportatio11 dirision, Qllm·termaster-General's
Office, for the fiscal year ending J nne 30, 1~77 .
.Amount. _
Tumber of accounts and claims suspended and awaiting action .July 1. ll:li6 ...... . ....................... .
.A(l('..oun r ived durin~?: th fiscal year .... ·..........
Claims r cei ved dul'ing the fiscal year . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .

301

~:l6

120

Total numb ron hand and rec ived . ............. . .. .. .
ccounts r ferr d for settlement in fiscal year........
P67
'laim ref rredforsettl m ntin fi caly ar . .. ······
' ;6
'!aims aUil accounts tran f rr d to other branch •s ... •
:i
'!alms and accounts r ,jccted in fit~ca.l year............ .
55
Claim and account su pended at close of fit~cal y ar . .
60

(i77, 874 19
8:33, 872 :i6
154, 712 09

l, 257

915,213
33,549
149
227, 47
136, 183

Total nnmb rand amount .... ...................

I, 7l6, 45 64

36
72
00
45
4:j

Total ac ount and claims ref~rred, rej cted, and
C'
SD p n.d~ .. ................ : ..................... .. .................
c onn aw:uung action -Tuly 1, I , 7............. .. . . .
1 2
3 1, 423 10
Claimsawaitin action.Julyl,177 . ...................
11
17,0!125
A

~~-A_m_o_u_nt_._

1,061 , 1,314,£-t-2 96

---1
-. . - - - - -196
- - -401- 515
-......
. .. ....... ... ,
6

1
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Statement of clai.ms under the act of July 4, 1864, chaptm· 240, section 300, Append·i x A, Revised Statutes, in the Quw·termaste1·-General's Office,fo1' the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.

_______________________________________ ,___No.___

Amount.

On hand .July 1, 1876, which had previousl,y been suspended, or had received no decisive action........... 12, 856
Received during the year..............................
836

$8, 515,782 30
679,202 04

I

No.

I

Total number on hand. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. 13, 692
Decisive action taken during the yearApproved.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
460
155,272 52
Reduction on claims approved .......... . ................ ..
295, 796 44
Rejected. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. ..
642
] ' 352, 159 88
Total on which final action has been taken....... .. . .. .. . . .. .. .. . . . .. . . ..

Amount.

$9, 194, 984 34.

1, 102

1, 803, 228 84

Remaining on hand .July 1, 1877 .. . .. • . . . . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. . .. • . . 12, 590

7, 391, 755 50

Statement of miscellaneous claims and accounts in the Qua1·termaster-General's Office for the
yea1· ending June 30, ld77.
No.

Amount.

On hand .July 1, 1876, which bad previously been suspended, or had received no decisive actionClaims . ............................................ 12,868
Accounts .. :.......................................
116

$7,291, 694 03
· 29, 481 92

12,984
406
658

7, 321, 175 95
124, 756 36
57, 977 76

Number of claims r eceived during tbe fiscal year......
Number of accounts received durmg the fiscal year....

No.

'l'otal number on band and received.............. .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. 14, 048
Olaims approved . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
199 '
30, 569 21
Reduction on claims a-pproved............. . ...........
2, 736 56
Claims referred to Third Auditor for action of the accounting-officers .. . . . . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ..
351
182, 548 70
Claims referred to other departments..................
140
55,267 80
Claims rej ected .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. .
141
243, 441 21
Accounts approved....................................
397
20, 882 96
Reduction on accounts approved....................... .. ... . ..
150 12
Accounts referred to other departments................
59
7, 483 10
Accounts rejected .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . ..
27
3, 057 79
Total upon wblch final action has been taken.... . ... .... ...... ..........
Remaining on band July 1, 1877Claims ............................................ 12,443
6, 901,886 91
Accounts..........................................
291
55,8r5 71

I

Amount.

$7, 503, 910 07

1, 314

546, 137 45

Totalnumberandamount ...................... : ........................ 12,734

6,957,'(72 62

The following-described papers accompany this report:
A.-Statement of troops and stores transported under direction of the Quartermaster's Department during the fiscal year.
B.-Abstract of cont-r acts made by officers of the Quartermaster's Department for
wagon-transportation during fiscal year.
C.-Table showing principal movements of troops during fiscal year, and average
length of march or movement in each case.
.
D.-Abstract of contracts made by officers of the Quartermaster's Department for
water-transportation during the fiscal year.
E.-Statement of vessels chartered and employed by officers of the Quartermast~r's
Department during the fiscal year.
F.-Statement of vessels owned or purchased by the Quartermaster's Depa~;tment
during the fiscal year.
G.-Statement of the indebteduess of railway companies for railway material, &c.,
purchased of the United States, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
H.-Correspondence relating to the refusal of the Florida Central (a land-grant)
Railroad to furnish military transportation.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY C. HODGES,
Deputy Qum·termastet-General, United States Army.
Br1g. Gen. M. U. MEIGS,
Quartermaster- General, United States Army.

!\ .-Statement of all troops anillJI"OlJCrfy transported under the il'irection of the Qtwrtennaster's Department dm•ing the fiscal yea1· ending Jnne 30, 18i7.
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Kind of lriUisportation.

\\Ta~o n .. ..... ......... ...............
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Pounds.

- - - - - - - - - - -- -------------------------- ---65,566

11,730
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Respectfully submitted.
QUABTEIUIASTER-GENERAL's 0Fl'ICE,

~

0
0

trj

October 6, 1877.

HENRY C. HODGES,
Depuf:IJ Quartermaster-Gene1·al, U. S. Army.
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13.-..dbstract of contracts for wagon trans.poriatio1t elttei'etl into by ihe Quartermasiel''s Depa1·tment t•eceived at the office of t],e Qua1·terrnaster-Gene1·al dtwing
the fis cal year ending June 30, 1877.
Names of officers.

Names of contractors.

Dat e of contract.

Route of supply.

H. B. Adams .......... .July 19, 1876 Route No.2. From San Antonio,
Tex., or any point on the Galveston, Hairrsburg and San Antonio Railroad; also, from the
Houston and Texas Can tral Railway, at Austin, or from any post
or point in Texas north of para}l el 280, and south of parallel 32o,
to any point in the State of
Texas north of yarallel 28°, and
south of paralle 32o.
.
Do . ........ : ....·............. George W. Howard ... .Ju]y 31, 1876 Route No.1. From Dallas, or any
other point on Texas and P :ici:fic
Railroad, to Fort Richardson,
Fort Griffin, Fort McKavett,
Fort Concho .
From D enison to Fort Richardson,
Fort Griffin.
Maj. B. C. Card, cl1i ef quartermas- E. G. Maclay & Co .... Apr. 15,1876 From Fort Benton, M T., or any
other point in the Tenitor.v of
ter, Department of Dakota, ::Saint
Montana on the Missouri River,
Paul, Minn.
or at Corinne, or other stations
on Union Pacific Railroad or
elsewhere in the Territory of
Montana, to any post or point in
the Territory of Montana.
Do . .................. . ....... Ernest W. Brenner ... . Feb. 26, 1877 Route No. 4. From Saint Pau],
Minn., or F ort Stevenson, or
other posts on the Missouri
River, Dakota Tenitory, eastward or northward, or at any
·point on the Saint Paul and Pacific Railroad and its .branches,
or at any points in the State of
Minnesota, and that part of Dakota Territory lyin g north and
east of the Missouri River to
any of the posts that are now, or
that may be established, in the
State of Minnesota, or in that
tortion of Dakota TE:>rritory
ounded by and lying north and
east of the Missouri River.

Capt. E. D. Baker, assistant quartermastcr, San Antonio, Tex.

Rates.

-

Date of
expiration of
contract.

83 cents per 100 pounds per 100 miles ........••.. .June 30, 1877

,!j

c::::
I>
~

95 cents per 100 pounds per 100 miles ............ .June 30, 1877
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r:n
$1.38 per 100 pounds per 100 miles ... ............. Mar. 31,1877

1-3
t"l
~
I

Q
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~

$1.22it per 100 pounds per 100 miles, within J're-

scribed limits ; $ 1.47~ per 100 pounds per 100
miles, outside of limits.
•

Mar. 31, 1878
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0
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B.-..Jbgfracf of coni1·acts for 1vagon transportation c11 iered into by the Qua1'fermaster's Depm·tmcnt, 9·o.-Continued.

~

0

Names of contractOrs. I Date of contract.

N'amrs of officers.

Route of supply.

)lnj. B. C. Carll, clti~f quartormas-1 De Witt C. Pratt .•.•. -I Feb. 26, 1877

tt•r, Dt>pa tlm ont of Dakotil, Saint
l'aul, Minn.

Ronte in Montana. From Fort
Benton, or any point in the Territorv of Montana on the Missouri River, or Corinne or other
stations on the Union Pacific
Railroad, to any point in the
Territory of Montana.
William J. Crawford .. I Aug. 1, 1876 For hauling in and around Philadelphia, Pa.

.Mni. J. J. nann, qunrt..-rmnster,
Unitoll Stntos .Ar111y, l'hiladolVhin, l'a.
il'nt. Uol. James A. Ekio, cbiof G. M . Martin ......... . July 21, 1876 1 For hauling in and around CharlesquartornHIStt•r, Department of
toli,S.C.
the South, Louisville, Ky.
~IAj. M. 1. Lmllugtoo, olnef qnnrJoshua C. Hrtll ...... .. 1July I, 1876 From the southern terminus of the
l('rmash•r, Dopartment of the
Utah Southern Ra,ilroad (York
l'latte, Omaha, Nebr.
Station) to Fort Cameron, Ulah,
137 miles.
GeorJ!e A. Draper and I July 1,1876 From Medicine Bow, 'Vyo., to Fort
Luke Murrin.
Fetterman, Wyo., 90 miles.

I

Do ... ....

C. Ferris .............. 1 July !!4, 18761 From Sidney, Nebr., to Camp Robill son, 119 miles.

From Sidney, Nebr., to Camp Sheridan, 162} miles.

Do .. . ..... .

.. .... , ...... do ... ............ I July 24, 1876 I From Cheyenne Depot, Wyo. , to
Fort Laramie, 90 miles.

From Cheyenne Depot, W yo., to
Fort Fetterman, 170 miles.

Do ........................... ! Joseph Warren . ...... ! .July 1,1876 1 From Corinne, Utah, and the
northern terminus of the Utah
Northern Railroad (Franklin ,
Iuaho) ,to FortHaii,Iilaho. From
Corinne to l!,ort Hall, 150 miles.

Rates.
99 cents per 100 pounds per 100 miles, within
limits ; $1.12 outside of limits.

Date of
expiration of
contract.

I Mar.

~

31, 1878

~

Various ......................................... 1 June 30,187'7

t'j
~

0

~

38 cents por 1,000 pounrls, miscellaneous sto:res;
80 cents per cord of wood.

I .June

30,1877

0

i%j

$1.50 per 100 pounds for all supplies transported I .June 30, 1877
the entire distance, and pro rata for any other '
di~:~tance.

Per 100 poundR for the entire distance: $1. 09, July I June
ani! Aug.; $1.17, Sept.; $1.27, Oct.; $1.50, Nov.,
1876; $l.10, April, May. and June, .1&77.
Per 100 pounds entire distance: Sidney to Camp I June
Robinson: July, .Aug., Sept., and Oct., 1876,
$1.48; Nov. andDec.,1876, .Jan., Feb., and Mar.,
1877, $2.25: Apr., 1877,$2; Jhay and June,l877,
$1.48.
Per 100 pounds entire distance : Sidney to Camp
Sheridan; Jul.y, .Aug., Sept., and Oct., 1876,
$1.75 ; Nov. and Dec., 187fi, Jan., Feb., and Mar.,
1877, $2.50; Apr., 1877, $2.25; May and June,
1877, $1.75.
Per100poundsentiredistance: CheyennetoFort 1 .June
Laramie: July, Aug., Sept., and Oct., U!76,.
$1.20; Nov. and Dec, 1876, Jan. and Feb., 1877,
$1.50; Mar. and Apr., 1877, $1.75; May and
June, 1877, $1.20.
Per 100 pounds entire distance: Cheyenne to
Fort Fetterman: July, .Aug., Sept., and Oct.,
1876, $1.85; Nov. and Dec., 1876, Jan. and l!'eb.,
1877, $2.75; Mar. and .Apr., 1877, $3.00; May
and June,1877, $1.85.
Per 100 pounds entire distance: Corinne to Fort I .June
Hall: July and Aug., 1876, $1.55; Sept., 1876,
$1.65; Oct., 1876, $1.90; Nov., 1876, $4.50; Dec.,
1876, Jan., Feb., and Mar., 1877, $8.00 ; Apl.,
1877, $4.50; May, 1877, $1.75; June, 1877, $1.55.

1-:3

30, 1877

1-:3
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30, 1877

0
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30,1877

~

~

;:o

30, 1877

From Franklin to Fort Hall, 106
miles.

Do ........ .

...,.

Maj. Wm. Myers, chief quartermaster Department of Cah.f'ornia,
San Fran01sco, Cal.
Do.

Do.

Maj. J. A. Potter, chie~ quarter.
master Department of the Gulf,
New Orleans. La.
Lieut. Col. R. Saxton, chief quartermaster Department of the
Missouri, Fort Leavenworth, Ks.

Do ......•. .....

Per 100 pounds entire di stance: Franklin to
Fort Hall: July and Aug, 1876, $1.50; Sept.,
1876, $1.60 ; Oct., 1876, $1.85; Nov., 1876, $4;
D ec . .1876,Jan., Feb. , and Mar., 1877, $8.00; Apl.,
1877, $4.50; May, 1877, $1.90; June, 1877, $1.50.
Worden P. Noble ..... I July 1,1876 1 From Bryan, or Green River Sta- Per 100 pounds entire distance: Bryan to Camp I
Stambaugh: July, A.ug., Sept., and Ont., 1876,
tion, Wyo., to Camp :::ltaml>augh,
$1. 04: Nov., 1876,$1.50; Dec. , 1876, Jan., Feb.,
100 miles.
Mar., and Apl., 18i7, $3.50; May and June,
1877, $L04.
From Bryan, or Green River Sta-. Per 100 pounds entire distance: Bryan to Camp
Brown: July, Aug., Sept., and Oct., 1876, $1 60;
tion, W yo., to Camp Brown, 143
Nov., 1876, $2.25; Dec., 1876, Jan., Feb., Mar.,
miles.
and Apr., 1877, $5.25; May and J une. 1877, $L60 .
Irwin Ayers .......... ! May 31,18761 Route No.1. From Reno, Nev., Per 100 pounds per 100 miles: Reno to Camp
Bidwell: July, A.ug., Sept., a nd Oct., 1876,
to Camp Bidwell, Cal., 253 miles.
$6 75; Nov.aud Dec., 1876, Jan. ,Feb. ,anuMar.,
1877, $8; Apl., May, and June, 1877,$6.75, gold.
Al6xander Brizard .... I May 16, 1876 I Route No.2. From San Francisco Per 100 pounds per 100 miles: San Francisco to
Camp Gaston: July, Aug., Sept., and Oct.,
to Camp Gaston, Cal., 334 miles.
1876,$2.00; Nov. aud Dec., 1876, Jan., F eb ., and
Mar., 1877, $3 ; Apl., May, and June, 1877, $2. 00.
J. S. Rothschild ....... I June 2, 18761 Route No.3. From San Francisco Per 100 pounds p er 100 miles : S::tn Francisco to
to Camp Independence, Cal., 524
Camp Inde pendence: .July, An~ .• ami Sept.,
miles.
1876, $3.93; Oct., Nov., and Dec., 1876, Jan.,
Feb., and Mar., 1877, $3.98 ; A.pl., May, and
June, 1877, $3.93,' gold.
W . P. Moulder and C. I June 5,1876 Route No.4. From Winnemncca, Per 100 pounds per 100 miles: Winnemucca to
Camp McDermit: July, A.uQ'., Sept., anll Oct.,
Nev.,to Camp McDerrnit, Nev.,
Ryan.
1876, $1.10; Nov. and Dec., 1876, Jan ., Feb., and
80 miles.
· Mar., 1877, $ ~.45; Apl., May , and June, 1877,
$1.10, gold.
Jeff. Powers a.n d John I June 2€, 1876 Drayage within corporate limits Each aud every wagon and ambulance, 75 cents;
p er thousaud feet of lumber, 70 cents; per
of Sa-n Francisco, Cal.
Doohan.
ton-2,000 pounds, or 40 cubic feet-of any and
all other stores and supplies, 65 cents.
Lawrence Hart .
July 31,18761 Wagon transportation in the city Various ....•••....••....•....•.•................
of New Orleans aud vicinity.

June -30, 1877

June 30, 18i7
!:)

q

June 30, 1877
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June 30, 1877
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I

0

tr.:l

J nne 30, 1877
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June 30, 1877

r

!

Edward F enlon . ..•... June23, 1876 Route No.1. From Caddo, Ind. T., $1.50 per 100 poundl:! the entire distance . ....... -I June 30, 1877
to Fort Sill, Ind. T., 157 miles.
Also, from any intermediate
points on the route abo'l'e mentioned to any point on or at the
end of the route.
. •.... do .......... ..... 1 Jun.e 23,18761 Route No.2. From Wichita, Kas , $1.64 per 100 pounds, entire distance ........ . .... ! June .JO,l877
to Fort Reno, Incl. T. Also, from
any intermediate points on the
route above mentioned to any
point on or at the end of the
route, 164 miles.

c.>.:>
0
c.>.:>

B.-Abstract of contracts jo1· wagon trausportation entered info by the Qum·tennaster's Depa1'lment, 9·c.-Continued.
Nam es of officers.

I Names of contractors. IDate of con -I

--------------

tract.

I.it' nt. Col. R Sn:d on, ehiof qnar- , Eel ward Fenlon ......
tt• rnln<~ll• r Dopnrtmrnt of tho
Mi:-tl'lc\Ul'i, Fort Lon,·enworth ,

I June 23,1876

Knm:l.

l>ll ... ........................ l. ..... uo . ...... .. ...... ! June.23, 1876

Do ....

.......... , Trinidad Romero ..... 1 .Tune 23, 1876

Do

...... do

.Tune 23,1876

Do .

.Tune 23, 1876

Do .

.Tune 23, 1876
.Tune 23, 1876
.r nne 23, 1876
.Tune 23, 1876
...... do

.rune 23, 1876

Do ... ............... .... ... -- ~ Jacob Gross .......... , .rune 23, 1876
'apt. G. H. Weeks, actin~ chief
qnnrtermRst.er Department of
'olurobil\, Portland, Oreg.

.T.Monaghan .......... May 15,1876

Route of supply.

Rates.

b:>

0

Date of
expiration of
contract.

~

,- - - - - - - -:- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Route No. 4. From Dodge City,
or Fort Dodge, Kans., to Fort
Elliott, Tex. Also, intermediate
points, &c. From Dodge City
to Fort Elliott, 184 miles. •
From Fort Dodge, Kans., to Fort
Elliott, Tex., 179 miles.
Route No.3. From Dodge City,
or Fort Dodge, Kans., to Camp
Snpply, Ind. Tor. .Also, intermediate points, &c. From Dodge
City, Kans., to Camp Supply, '91
miles.
From Fort DoQ.ge to Camp Supply, 86 miles.
Route No.6. From Fort Union,
N. Mex., to Santa Fe, N. Mex.,
100 miles.
Route No.7. From Fort Union,
N. Mex., to Fort ·wingate, N.
Mex., 270 miles.
Route No.8. From Fort Union,
N. Mex., to Fort Stanton, N.
Mex., 207 miles.
Route No.9. From Fort Union,
N.Mex., to Fort Craig, N.Mex.,
260 miles.
Route No. 10. From Fort Union,
N. Mex., to Fort McRae, N.
Mex., 292 miles.
.
Route No. 11. From Fort Union,
N. M ex., to Fort Selden, N.
:Mex., 345 miles.
Route No. 12. From Fort Union,
N. Mex., to Fort Bayard, N.
Mex., 348 miles.
Route No. 13. From Fort Union,
N.Mex., to Camp Apache, Ariz.
Route No. 15. From El Moro,
Colo., to Fort Union, N.Mex.
Route No. 1. From Wallula,
Wash., to Fort Colville, Wash.,
270 miles.

$1.79 from Dodge City to Fort Elliott, Tex. ...... 1 .June.-30, 1877

$1.;34 from Fort Dodge, Kans , to Fort Elliott,
Tex.
86 cents from Dodge City to Camp Supply ....... j .June 30,1877

~
tr:_j
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0
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~

91 cents from Fort Dodge, Kans., to Camp Supply

1-3

87 cents per 100 pounds for the whole distance .. -I .Tune 30, 1877

I:Il
tr:_j

00
t%j

$2.16 per 100 pounds for the whole distance ...... 1 .Tune 30, 1877

c

$1.65y 0 per 100 pounds for the whole distance .... j .Tune 30, 1877

tr:l
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~
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~

$2.08 per 100 pounds for the whole distance ...... ! .Tune 30,1877

~

1<1

$2.33?0 per 100 pounds for the whole distance .. -- I .Tune 30, 1877

0

$2.76 per 100 pounds for the whole distance ...... ! .Tune 30,1877

~

$3.50~

per 100 pounds for the whole distance .... ! .Tune 30, 1877

$3.7lfcr per 100 pounds for the whole distance .•.. , .rune 30, 1877
$1 per 100 pounds for the whole distance ...... ... .Tune 30,1877
$7.50 per 100 pounds, entire distance.

Apr. 30, 1877

~

~

;:o

t'V
0

~

Do ... .......•................ ! Park Wina.n ......... . 1 May 15, 1876 J Route No.1. From Walla Walla,
Wash., to Fort Colville, Wash.,
270 miles.
Do ........................... I J. Monaghan .......... J May 15,1876 1 Route No.1. From Palouse Landing, Waih., to Fort Colville.

Do ................. __ ........ I George Gundlash . ... -I May 15, 1876 I Route No. 2. From Dallas, Orep:.,
to Camp Harney, Oreg., 260
miles.
Do ... . __ ..................... 1.A.. Fisher and S. Caro .I May 15, 1876

Route No. 5. From Roseburg,
Orep:., to Fort Klamath, Oreg.,
200 miles.

$4.23 per 100 pounds, entire distance .•••••••••••. 1 ;fune 30, 1S77

I June 30, 1877
including May, June, July, Aug., Sept., and
Oct., and $6 50 per 100 poundsdurinp: the winter
months, including Nov., Dec., Jan., Feb., Mar.,
and Apr.
$4.79 per 100 pounds during the summer months, I June 30,1877
including May, June, July, Aug., Sept., Oct.,
and the first half of Nov., and $12.50 during
the winter months, comprising the last half of
Nov., Dec., Jan ., Feb., Mar., and Apr.
$4.00 per 100 pounds durinp: the summer months, I June 30, 1877
comprising May, Jnne, July, Aug., Sept., and
Oct., and $13 during the winter months Nov.,
Dec., Jan.,Feb., Mar. and Apr.
$3.30 per 100 pounds during the summer months,

Respectfully submitted,
HENRY C. HODGES,
Deputy Quartermaster General, U.S. .Army.
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.-Table sholl'ing pl'incipal morements of t1·oops dU1·ing fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, and at·emge length of march or movement in each case.

~

e;.:,
~

Organization.

"'
~

li'ifth Infantry

B
E
F
G
I

-1

Stations before movement.

To-

From-

~

0

I'

SJK'ttions after movement.

I
'

~

~

;:::
:

H

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas .••. Cantonment on Tongue River .
...... do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
..••.. do ............................. do ......................
. ..... do . ..................••........ do ........ _..............
...... do ...... .. ..................... do . ..... . ........ . .......
...... do .......... . .......... .. ...... do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
...... do .......•..................... do ... .. ........ .. ........
...... do ......... .. ........... . ...... do . ........... . .... .. ....

2, 049
2,049
2, 049
2, 0 ,9
2, 049

Fourth Cnvnlry .......... .

I
I> 2, 263
I

j

c

E
G
L
D
F
::M
B

E

~

l/1

tt:l
0

(:Jj

M
t-:3
1>(:Jj

to<

I

J

I, 472
1, 841
1, 956
1, 956
I , 677 )
1, 677
1, 950 ~ 1, 757
1, 723 J
1, 251 )
1, 740
1, 750
1, 020
1, 020
1, 020

t-:3
0
"':l

p::

I
I

... ... do ....... ..... . . ......... I I , 364

(:Jj

M

471 J
1, 980 )

H
I
G
D

~

'"0
0

t-:3

L
A

c

Third .A. rtillery .......... . .

>0

1, 826
1, 863 ? 1, 037
2,108
1, 903
2, 003 )
2, 44 8
494
!)74
485

]!'

Socoud Artillery . .......•. .

tiJ8
~ «<

~$SS

F
H
G
I
K
E
F

E

m

~..C::..d ~
<1l
p

Fort Mackinac, Mich. . . . . . . .. . ..... do . . • . . . . • . . . . • . .. .. . .. .. 1, 908 l

n

First A.rtillory ...•. • . .... .

~~ ~'§

Miles. Miles.
2, 049 )
2, 049
2, 049

.Fort
~~~~ foi~~:·. ~~~~- ~ ~~ : ::::::::: ::::: :~~ ::::::::::::::::::::::: ~: ~~~
Reno, Ind. T ...•.............. do ...............• . ...... 2, 425
TWl'llly-soooud Infantry ...

Fifth Cavalry ...•.• .... .•. .

0

~ 1, 526
J
1
890

0

t'rj

~

>
~

-~~~~ir~~;:~~:~~~~~~~:::I :::J~

Fourth Artillery ....••...•.

: : : : : . . . . . ..

Ca.Il't\)Supply,Ind. T ................ do...... .. ........ .. ..... b\:)8 )
Presidio, Cal . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . ..... do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 503 1
6

!1~~h~~I~~~ d,%~\::::::: :::: ::::::~~ ::::::::::::::::::::::: l: g~~ ~

Eleventh Infantry ........ .

:: :::~~ : ::: :::::: ~ ::: ~: ~:~: : : ::~~ :: ::::: : :::::~ ~:::::t!~~ I
Fort Griffin, Tex . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stan din~ Rook Agency, Dak .. _ 1, 679
...... do....................... Cheyenne Agency, Dak ....... 1, 484

-:F~;i~~~;ch~.-T~~- :::::::::::: s"t~~dl~gR~~k A:g~~~-v:n~k::: ~: ~~t

Fort Bro·wn, Tex............. Cheyenne .Agency, Dale ..... _ 2, 483
...... do .......... .... .. ............. do ................ ~ ...... 2,483
...... do . .................... _ ...... do .. . "... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, ti03
:Newport Barracks, Ky........ Mount Vernon Barracks, Ala.
836
Nashville, Tenn .............. Livingston, Ala............... 410
Lebanon, Ky................. Mobile, Ala ........ _..........
630
Nashville, Tenn .............. Mount Vernon Barracks, Ala
575
Chattanooga, Tenn . . . ............ do . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • • . . . . . . 528
Newport Barracks, Ky .....•.. Huntsville, Ala...............
418
...... do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . Mount Vernon Barracks, Ala . 836
Mount Vernon Barracks, Ala . Chattanooga, Tenn . . . . . . . . . . . 528

Sixteenth Infantry . ....... .

Second Infantry

1

·ii~-hi~~-t~~;.·xl~::::::::::~::: -~~ :11a: ~~: :::::::::::::::::: ~!~

First Cavalry ............. .
Fifth Cavalry ............. .

1

)> 1, 784

1
1

)

l

I
I
)>

L

c

c

E
F

...... do .................... .
Department of th e South .. .
Department of the Missouri
.••••• do
..•... do ...... .
...••. do

t>

1i05

/·

~

1-3
t_%j
~

is:

t>

00

. _.... do _........•. _.. _. . . . . . . . 361 )
Fort Walla Walla, Wash .. .. .. 1, (195
1, 095
Fort D. A. Russell, Wyo .·.....
459 1

~

559
712
487
I, i62 )
651
1, 741 (

A

q

367

I
r
I

Third Artillery ..• , ....... .

.0

)
)

459 1
459 I
459
929
696 I
929
f50 1

Fifth Artillery ......•......
First Artillery.

1, 546

Point San Jose, Cal. ......... _ ...... do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 561 J
Fort Richardson, Tex .. . ... . . Cheyenne Agency, Dak...... 1, 409 1

I, 649
1, 649
1, 649

~

680

>

~

651

5
>

1, 6-!9

J

I

~
t_%j

zt_%j

1, 741

...... do .......... . ............ 11,741
Washington Arsenal. D. C... . 609
.••••• do _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l, 649 )
I

~-

609

CJ.:l

0

~

C.-Table showing p1incipal movements of troops du1·ing fiscal year ending June 30, 1877,

~c.-Continued.
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From-

s

Stations before movement.

To-

St'\'OIIll . \rlillN'j" ... ...... .
Tbinl.Artillt•r:r .... .. ..... .
·w~ut.r-thinl

Iufautr.r .... .

c
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Srcoml Iuf:mtry . ....... ·.. .
Twonty-thinl Infautry . ... .
First .l.rtill('ry . ............ .

I

Miles. Miles.
.Fort Riley, Kana.............. Washington Arsenal, D . C ..• . 1, 324 }

...... do

North Platte, N ebr .. . . . . . . . . .
Omaha Barracks, N ebr ... ....
Fort D. A. Russell, ·wyo ......
Omaha Barracks, Nebr .......

677 1
175 1
612
175 ~

Fort Dodge, Kans . . . . . . . . . • . .
Fort L eavenw orth, Kans......
Fort Riley. Kans..............
FortLeavenworth,Kans......
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... ... do ..... ....... ... ..... ... .... do .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . Cantonment Reno, Wyo...... Fort Leavenworth, Kana . .. ..
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Pr ~sidio ,

M

St•couu Infantry .... .... .. . .

Department of the 1.:Ussouri Military Division of the At-
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649
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York.
Department of the Platte . .. Department of t.he IDssouri Powtier River expedition ..... Fort Leavenworth, Kans ..... .
746 }
74fl
. ..... do .. ...... ... ................ do . .......................... do ............................. do ...................... .
.... .. do .................. .. ....... do ..... ...................... do . ............................ do ...................... . 746
Department of tho South ... Plattsburg Barracks, N ew Charleston, S.C .............. Plattsburg Barracks, N.Y . . . . 1, 123 l
York.
576
1, 086 ~
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...... do . .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . Fort Independen ce, Massa- ...... do......... . .. . . .. . . . . .. . Fort Independence, Mass .....
chusetts.
...... tlo . .. . ................ . FortTl'Umbuli,Connecticut . Charleston, S.C .............. Fort Trumbull, Conn . ....... .
. ... .. do ... .... .
. ..... do .......... ....... ... .
. ..... do .................... .
...... do .............. . ..... .
:Military Division of the At- D epartment of the South ... J efferson vile, Ind ............ Atlanta, Ga .................. .
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the Platte. . . D epartment of California... Powder River expedition.....
CaL ......•..........
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of t he South ... Plattsburg Barracks, N ew Columbia., S. C ................ Plattsburg Barracks, N.Y....
B
H
I
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St•cotlll .-\.rlill ors ..... ....... .

I

D t'partrueut of the Platte. . . D epartm en,t of the Missouri
........................... do . .....................
]!'
.... . du .. . . ....................... do . ... . ....... . ........
ll'dq'rs .. .... do .. . ..... ...... .. ........... do .................. . ..
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977
977
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943

J

507 1
507 ~
300
4.15 J
475

475
746
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964

439'
475
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Fourth C:wnlry

H 'dq'rf
D
M
B
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Six.teouth Infnutr·y . ..•.....

'l'wonty-seconll Infa.utry ...
F

G

~ 1 ·:::::~~ :::::::::::::::: :::::l::::::i~ ::::::::::: ~::: ::::::
Respectfully submitted,

1, 020
1, o2o
1, 0~0
791
791
485
698
1,116
1,116
1,116
933
1, 090
1, 090
1, 445
1, 445
l, 270
1,159
1, 401
1, 908
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Fort Wayne, Mich ............ 1, 826 I
Fort Porter, N.Y ............. 2, lOl:l ~ 1; 960
Fort Brady, Mich ............. 2, oo3
..... do ........................ 2, oo3 I
Fort Gratiot, :Mich._ ...•...... 1, 913 )
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HENRY C. HODGES,
D epttty Qua1 termaste1· Gene1·al, U. S. Anny.
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bstract of contracts for wate1·-transp01·tation entered into by tl!e Qum·termastmJs Department received at the Qua1·le1'mastm·-Generaiis Office du1·ing fiscal
year ending June 30, 1877.
Names of officers.

Names of contractors.

oon-1

Doto of
tract.

Route of supply.

Mnj. D. C. Card, quurtormastor .... Alfred F. Terry .......... Feb. 23, Hl77 From Yankton, Dak., to Jo'ort Benton, Mont.,
and intermediate points, and return, on Missouri River.
Do ........................... Norman W. Kittson ...... Mar. 1,1877 From Moorhead, Minn., or Fargo, Dak., to ]fort
Pembina, Dak.
Do ........................... P. N. Blackstone ... ...... . Feb. 20, 1877 Ferriage between Fort Abraham Lincoln nnd
Bismarck, Dak., and between Fort Abraham
Lincoln and Point Pleasant.
Capt. E. D. Daker,nssistant quarter- Charles A. Whitney & Co . July 24, 1876 From New Orleans, La., to Galveston, KingsDliUiter.
bury, Indianola, and Brazos Santiago, and return.
Capt. A. F. Rockwell, n~sistantquar- Frank Hollingshead ...... July 1,1876 From Washington, D. C., to Forts Foote and
termnst.er.
Washington, and return.
MRj. \Villiam Myers, quartermaster. John Birmingham, agent July 1, 1876 From San Francisoo, Cal., to Yuma Depot, Ehrex:Colorado Steam Navigaberg, and Camp Mojave, and return.
·
tion Company.
Mnj. George II. Weeks, quartermas- L . .A.. Loomis .....•........ July 1,1876 From Astoria, Oreg., to Fort Stevens, Oreg., and
ter.
Fort Canby, Wash., and return.

Rates.

~

.........

0

ID•to
ofofoxpiration
con·
tract.

I

Schedule rates .............. , . Oct. 31, 1877
...... do ....................... Oct. 31, 1877
.. .... do ....................... Mar. 31, 1878

~
t_:rj

"d

0

~

t-3

...... do ............... ....... . June 30, 1877

0

$7 per day .................... June 30, 1877

>-3

Schedule rates . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. June 30, 1877

trj

~

~

00

$280 per month ; $6 per hour

for any detention at Fort
Canby, and $30 per trip for
extra trips.

June :10, 1877

t_:rj
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Respectfully submitted.
HENRY C. HODGES.
Deputy Quartermaste1·· General, U. S. A.
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F-.-Statement of vessels cha1·tered, imp1·essed,

01' en~ployed

by the. Qua1·tennaster's Depm·tment during the fiscal yem· ending June 30, 1877.

Period of service.
Name.

Class.

Tonnage.

Thomas Kiley ... Steamer . •.

67.12

Neversink ...... . .... do .....

471.87

Emily .......... . Steam-tug
Valley City ..... . Steamer ...
Favorite .......
Canton .........
Cyrus ... ........ .
Unknown . .......
Key West .......

Sloop ...•..
. .. do . ...
. ... do_ ... .
.. . do .. .• .
Steamer . ..

Western ... .....
Nellie Peck ...•.
Do ........ ...
Benton .........

.. do
. . . do
... do
.. . do

. ... .
..•• .
.... .
.... .

Yellowstone .••. .
E. H. Durfee . --.
Do . ......... .
Carroll ..........
Far West .......
Do ...... ~ --- ·
Jno. M. ChamberR
Josephine .......
Do ...........
Do .........' ..
Do .. .........
Silver Lake ..•...

.• . do
.. .do
... do
• .. do
.... do
. .•. clo
. ... do
.... do
.. ·.do
.... do
.... do
.... do

.....
.....
.... ..
.... .
.....
.....
. ... .
.... .
.....
.....
.•••.
.....

Unknown
318. 94
Unknown'.
.. . . do .....
.• . do .... .
.. .. do .....
. ... do .....
. ... do
.... do
.... do
. ... do

..•• .
.....
...•.
..•..

.... do .....
.... do .....
. ... do .....
. ... do .....
397. &1
397. 81
Unknown.
300.51
300.51
300.51
300.51
Unknown.

When char- j
tared.

1

From-

To-

/ Where chartermoney is payable.

By whom put in service or
employed.

Rate of pay.

May 17,1877 May 17,1877 June 10, 1877 New York City. Col. L. C. Easton, A. Q. M. General. U.S. A.
May 18,1877 May 18,1877 May 23,1871 . ... do .... . ............ do ..................... ..
Mar. 1, 1877 Mar. 31, 1877 {Boston Mass
5 Post-quartermaster, Boston, ~
Apr. 1, 1877 Apr. 30,1877
Mar. 1,1877
Mass.
5
May 1,1877 May 2,1877
Nov. 1,1876 Nov. 1,1876 Nov. 3,1876 Atlanta, Ga..... Lieut. A. W. Vogde~, 5th Art.,
A.A.Q.M.
•
July 1,1876 July 1, 1876 June 30,1877 Fort Adams, R. I Post-quartermaster ......... ..
Apr. 30, IH77 Apr. 30, 11:!77 Apr. 30, 1877 Boston, Mads ......... do ..................... ..
May 2,1877 May · 2,1877 May 2,1877 . ... do.- ~ -- ............ do ..................... ..
May 16,1877 May 16,1877 May 16,1877 ..•. do ................. do ...................... .
Oct. 1,1876 Oct. 1, 1tl76 Oct. 1,1876 Saint Paul, Minn Maj. B. C. Card, C. Q. M;, Department Da.kota.
Oct. 4,1876 Oct. 4, 1876 Oct. 6,1876 . ... do ................. do ..................... ..
Aug. 23, 1876 Aug. 23,1876 Aug. 23, 1876 . . . . do . . . . . . . . • . . Lieut. Chas. G. Penney, 6th Inf
Sept. 25, 1876 Sept. 25, 1876 Sept. 26, 1876 .... do ........... .. .... do .....-................ .
Aug. 27, 1876 Aug. 27, 1876 Aug. 30, 1876 . ... do ........... Maj. B. C. Card, C. Q. M., Department Dakota.
Aug. 21, 1876 Aug. 21,1876 Sept. 6, 1876 .••. do ................. do
.
July 28, 1876 July 28,1876 Aug. 8,1876
Oct. 18,1876 Oct. 18,1876 Oct. .18, 1876
July 24, 1876 July 24, 1876 Sept. 20, 1876 .•. :do ....... _. . . . . ... _do _• . . . . . • • • . • • • • . . . • . • . .
July 1,1876 July 1,1876 Sept. 20, 1816 .••. do _. • . . . . . . • . . •.... do . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .
Apr. 13, 1871 Apr. 13, 1877. June 5, 1877 .... do . •• . • .. • . . . .... do . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .
Sept. 11, 1876 Sept. 11, 1876 St>pt.17, 1876 .•. . do . . .. .. • . . • . Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, U. S.A.
B. C. Card, .C. Q. M., ~
July 1,1876 July 1,1876 Aug. 8,1876 · · • · do · · • • · · • · • · · {5 Maj.
Department Dakota.
5
July 1; 1876 Aug. 11, 1876 Aug. 11, 1876 ... .do ..... _. . . . . . ..... do . . . • . . .. . . • . . • • • . . . . . . .
July 1,1876 Aug. 21, 1876 Sept. 20, 1876 ..•. do·······-··· ...... do .......................
July 1, 1876 Oct. 24, 1876 Oct. 25, 1876 ..•. do ................. do ..•..••....•.•..•••.••.
Aug. 25, 1876 Aug. 25, 1876 Sept. 7, 1876 ..•. do ...•....••..•.... do .......................
1

1

5

'

·· {

Amount
paid.

Total
earnings.

$25 per day .. ,

$625 00

$625 OG

$100 per day _.

600 00

600 00

$14 per trip ...

182 00

182 00

Job ...........

100 00

100 00

$5 per load ... .
$W per trip ....
$32 per t.rip ... .
$lOper trip ..•
$300 per day ...

278 81
40 00
32 00
10 00
37 50

278
40
32
10
37

,£)

~

81
00
00
00
50

tJ>

$:300 per day. . .
375 00
$300 per day ........... , ...
$300 per day. . . .. ..........
$360 per day. ..
1, 015 00 ·

375 00
18 75
331 25
1, 015 "00

>
00.

~ $300 per day.- ~ 5 851 25

5 851 25

Q

4,~~~ ~g

zt:;rj

~ - $360

peqlay ..

::::~~ ::::::::::: ::::::~~ ::::::::::::::::::::::: =~~g~:~~:~:::

°°

5 '

4,~~~ ~g

a~~g~:~~:~::

$300R,erday...
$360perday...

00
33
00
75
00

J 9,750 28:

~

t_.j
~

~

~

tr.J

~
I

'

I $$ 3 perdday-- ~ 15, 661 94 , 15, 912 91
~ 360 per ay .. 5
$360 per day. . . 29, 295
$300 per day...
9, 883
$300 per day .. ,
1, 800
5 $300 per day.. ~ 12 9S3
{ $360 per day.. ~ '
$300 per day. . .
25

~

29, 295
15, 318
1, 800
13 133
'
25

00
74
00
75

tr.J

~

tJ>

r

00

10,457 70
122 65'
137 50
3,870 00
3,870 00

-1--------

; 96~ 638 51_ 103, 597 16

I

Respectfully submitted.

HENRY C. HODGES,

Deputy Quartermaster-General, U. S . .A,
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of veasels owneil or pm·ohaseil by the government and employed in the Qua1·terrnaster's Depm·tment d·1tring the flsoal year ending June 30, 1877.
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Nnruo.

I

Class.

I

eli
tO
as

lll'IITY Smith ..•..... Stonmor . ... .
Onlnnuco .........•.. Propeller . .. .

r:l,!l

§s

l=i
l=i

..q

~

f:::

0

na 70
75

~1>1

:s.
as"'

Q)

Q)~

By whom emllloyed.

~~
s~

~0

Where employed.

"dQ)
'@

p..:::

_..,c<!

gt
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$26, 000 00

Juno 30, 1876

18, 000 00

.... do ....... 28.1
Nov. 7,1874
Sloop yacht
7
Jan.-, 1872
Scllooxtor .... 120
June 5, 1863
Steamboat .. 236.72 Apr. 30, 1877

~·

~

.Juno30, 1876

il'IH'rnl McPhl' rson .. ... do .. ... .. 104.23 Sept. 1, 1867
(il•rwrnl Jl•~up ...... . Stoam-lnuuclt HJ. :n Juno30, 1874
Thn.yor ............. . . ... do . ..... . 32.36 Oct. 8,1874
Mouroo ... ........... .... do ... .... G~. 35 No'\". 20,1875
Mar. 3,1874
(h•rwrnl Gro\'ne• .... . • ••• (10 ••••••• 25. 2
llnmilton ........... . ... uo ....... 37.68 Feb. 1,1875
Rnrrnncns ....... ... .
l'hnutom ............
l\lnt chll•:;s . ..........
J. Dounlll Camox'Ont ..

~

~

40,000
5, 000
7, 200
15,200
5, 250
7, 800

00
00
00
00
00
00

5, 750
1, 750
13, 500
p9, 394

00
00
00
02

GoMrnl Sherman ... . .... do . ...... 236.72 Apr. 30, 1877 · : 19, 394 02

Col. L . C. Easton, assistant quartermaster- New York Harbor ..•..•.. $4, 425
general.
Ordnance board, Lie ut. Col. S. Crispin, ...... do .. • • • • . .. . .. .. .. . ..
800
president.
M.aj. "\Vm. MyQrs, quartermast er, U.S. A.. San Francisco, Cal ........ 15, 929
Post-quartermaster, Fort Adams, R. r...... Fort Adams, R.I . .........
495
Post-quartermaster, Boston, Mass . ........ Boston Harbor, Mass . . . . . 2, 087
Post-quartermaster, Fort Monroe, Va ...... Fort Monroe, Va.. ........
236
P ost-quartermaster, Fort McHe11ry, Mel . .. Fort McHenry, Md. ...• • .
360
Post-quartermaster, Fort Hamilton, and Fort Hamilton and N ew 3, 021
depot-quartermaster, New York.
York.
Post-quartermaster, Fort Barrancas, Fla .. Fort Barrancas, Fla . . . . . .
825
...... do .............................. ..... ... .... do .......... ~--......
66
Post-quartermaster, K ey West, Fla . . . . . . . K ey W est, Fla............
309
Chief quartermaster, Departm ent of Da- Missouri River . ..•.•.•.. §7, 372
kota.
.. .... do.............. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. Missouri and Y ellowstone 1, 048
Rivers.

~~rri
l=i• .... Q)
""~'=~"'
01=1~
s:::Q)

.:!j~A

1, 385 10

65 18, 636 04
00 1, 718 87
52 5, 030 28
78 3, 058 32
00 1, 014 80
12 1, 860 00

~

§

~
3
0

~

2,185 87
34, 565
2, 213
7,117
3, 295
1, 374
4, 881

69
87
80
10
1:0
12
00
50
10
65

00
50
60
39

1, 343 00
3, 175 50
1, 570 26

2,168
66
3, 485
8, 942

31

5, 584 03

6, 632 35

36, 978 02 154, 230 49 1 91, 208 51
• Ordered to Washington, D. C., for service June 9, 1877.
t Sunk May 18, 1877, forty miles below Sioux City, Iowa..
! The figures ~iven in column of "Estimated cost or value" show the total cost of these boats, including outfit, additions, &c.
§Tho figures m colum11 of "Amount paid for repairs," of steamer J.D. Cameron, include cost, &c, of atte mpt to save her.
Respectfully submitted.
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HENRY C. HODGES,
D eputy QuaTtermaste1·-Geneml, U. S. -A..
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G.-Statement of tlle indebtedness of ce1·tain 1·ailway companies fm· milway material and t•olling-stock purchased undm· p1·ovisions of Exectttive orde1·s of August
8 and Octobe1· 14, 1865, and orders of the Qttarterntastm·-General, U. S . A., fo1' the year ending June 30, 1877.

~

<+-<"'

Name of company.
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Ed~efield and Kentucky. __ ... __ ._
McMinnville aud Manche -ter __ .
Mobile and Ohio ...... ·-----·----·
Memphif:l, Cla.rksville and Louisville . .•.........................
Memphis and Little Rock . ...... .
Nash\' ille and Northwestern.--. __

·z - ~""='
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$114,772 86
46, 50i 54
505, 143 70

$97, 721 04
38, 037 67
104, 189 84

$4, 745 00
5, 775 20
4, 738 95

$217,238 90
90. 321 41
614; 072 49

$114, 772 86
46, 508 54
60, 848 6~

$87, 475 07
34, 638 82
8, 836 67

$4, 069 08
5, 150 72
4, 738 95

$201i, 317 01
86,298 08
74, 4·!4 31

$8,978 42
3, 995 10
4, 441 93

$215,295 43
90,293 18
78,866 24

336, 932 36
153, 67;3 89
525, 400 26

286, 026 19
67, 336 40
449, 901 :37

4, 845 00
16, 66! OL
2, 257 91

627,803 55
237. 674 30
977, 559 54

336, 932 35
82, 656 82
521, 192 58

195, 424 77
24, 733 9:.!
347, 892 34

76 51

532,433 64
107, 390 75
869, 084 92

25, 196 04

557,629 68
107,390 75
907, 155 73

1, 682, 431 61

1

1, 043, 212 51

1

39, 026 01

1

2, 764, 67o 19

1

1, 162, 911 85

1

699, oo1 60

1

14, 035 26

1

1, l:l75, 948

n

38, 070 81
1

80, 682 30

1

1, 955, 631 01
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Name of company.
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8
c

5

Edgefield and Kentucky .. _.
McMinnvilleandManchester
Mobile and Ohio . _....... __ .
Memphis, Clarksville and
Louisville ------. _.. ·---·Memphis and Little Rock._.

6

Nashville and Northwestern

2

3
4
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~~ ~~
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$96 77

25,139 47

70,173 87
130,283 55

56 57

-'"
~~

p.~

P.r-:

-~~~

::3

,...Q)s:l

70, 403 81

so, 337 28 1 808, 039 18

$95,853 49
38,033 92
13,278 60

$4,572 31
5, 7!'>0 72
4, 738 95

$114,772 86
46, 508 54
60,848 69

70, 230 44 1220, 020 81
130, 283 55
24, 733 93

619 94

336, 932 36
82,656 8:.!

70, 595 49

345 02 I 808, 384 20

~

0·,....

Q,)

I

0

t?=l

zt?=l

P-1--t

E-l

~

P>

$2, 040 24
28 23
535, 2<: 6 25

191 68

tr3
Remarks.

~s
~~t:
+' ;:l ~~(X)

!=l::l""

~ p._.-."

$'.215, 198 661 Due April 30, 1871.
90,293 18 Due Jul.V 1, 1869. Suit pending.
78, 866 24 Due July 31, 1871.
557, fi73 11
107,390 75

____ ,____ ,___ ,_____ ,____ ____ ____ ___ _
37,879 13

~--~

~

~ .r.h c/JJ-:)

~~~

~

I

777, 692 22

I

906, 964 05

521, 192 58

385, 771 47 I·

,

Total---- ••

·a

""

Ma~

~<l:>.-<

~a:s~

~g.,.;

~
~r-:
p..~""

~~-:

-;-g ~ ,. ;-

-~~

c

;:lP<Xl

~8g

$1,943 47
28 23
535,206 25

~-e;;
<1l

H

$8,881 65
3, 995 10
4, 441 93

·i3~
QP

Qs:lc-

_-o ...

~

J~
o(j~

-~-o

~£..--::

P...-;,

~~
s:l'":>

00

,

15, 681 u2

1

,

1, lti2, 911 85

1

~

Due October 31, 1869.
Settled Febniary 12, 1876, under act of
February27, 1875; $16,897.98 still due.
Due Nov~:~mber 30, 11::!70. Judgment
obtained for $866,150.

1, 956, 285 99

~
~

~

o.-1'11e indebtedness of the following-named 1·ailroad companies has been disclrm·ged, o1· compromised and settled under acts of Mat:ch 3, 1871, and Febt'Ua?'Y
27, 1875.
A

.....
p,.,;,

0

I

ot>.
G)~

~

0<1)

---

"''
23
2~

25

26
27
28
29

30

31

3'2
33
34
35

Norfolk an<l Petersburg . ............ .. . ..... ..
"'IV estern North Carolina ......................
Atlantic and North Carolina ..................
Macon and Brunswick ...... ....... ..... ..... .
Selma and Meridian ..........................
San Antonio and Mexican Gulf ...............
'Vashin~ton, Alexandria and Georgetown ... . .
M emphis and Ohio ...... . .....................
N ew Orleans and Ohio ........................

l

Pool ftc Rail<ond of Mi.,oud . ...• •.••••...•.•• -~
Alabam& and Florida, for r epairs ...•. . .......
Indianola ........ ..........•. .. .•••...•... . ...
Mississippi and Tennessee ....................
Alabama and Chattanooga ....................

seo

~oi"-

rr-

~.s~

Cj

38,559
70,000
2'>,01?6
472,944
118,895
4, 623
81, 500
51, 912
113, 773
2,112
14,269
51, 45.'3
26, 8'20
146,327
. 48,775
324
106,929
32, 150

<lla<j~

...

t>

102,

r:l<ll

Q2

o§
1;:;":>.

.... en

$7, 4~9
11,935
46, 159
83, 638
23,458
5, 244
65, 000
547, ~94
14,637
200,865
78,460

:fS.
:-r-

1l!

0

Name of oompnny.

..: I

sg

.....

~ttio
~~M

efco
~.;:1'1

~

.c:::s

~0~

27 --······------ ... ................ .
05 ------------- - .................... ..
89 ......................... . . ...................
15 . .................... . .....................
$1,646 76 ...................
50
424 57 .............. ......
20
3, 633 60 ...................
00
30,889 64 ..................... .
09
1, 192 55 ..................... .
73
15,656 91 .....................
58
6, 368 56 .....................
00
14, 371 05 ......................
oo
3, :-l'l4 93 ......................
66
10,364 66 ...................
00
:l, 778 57 ........... ..........
Oil
70, 194 71 .....................
66
12,497 44 ......................
74
864 87 .................... .
51
9, 9~6 31 .................. ...
00
6, 355 18 ..................... .
00
11 , 947 35 ................... .
45
00 ........... .... ......... . .......... .... ...... .
2, 084 OS
$48 00
82
11 , 040 15 ....................
93
61 80
4, 861 44
00
568 00
23,936 79
92
425
17,048 49
19
06 ............... ...... . . .....................
22,998 78 . ....................
13
4, 647 20
13, 719 95
00

-. '0

... r:l

p.~ ~ ~~

_-o.-<

'!: alenen.

<e.£1'1;.-<
-P 1'1 ~.co·
~·"" P.OM

30,510 41 ............
13, 665 76
543 03

·g

·c~~~

~.Sr-:
P. ~&;

P.~r:l

I

Remarks .

~:~~~

~8g

~-S ~ ~~

~
t;r:j

~

~

'"0
$7, 449 27
11, 935 05
46", 159 89
8.!, 638 15
25,105 26
5, 668 77
68,633 60
578,383 73
15, 830 28
216,522 49
84,828 56
117,25105
41, 884 59
80,364 66
23,864 62
543, 139 37
131, 393 18
5, 41'8 38
91, 446 31
58, 267 18
125,720 80
2, 112 00
16, 401 90
62, 494 08
31, 743 24
170, 832 71
65,827 93
324 06
129, 927 91
50,517 15

~7

$7, 449
11, 935
46, 159
83, 638
25,105
5, 668
68, 633
578,383
15, 830
216, 522
8 1, 828
117,251
41, 884
80, 364
23, 864
543,139
131, 393
5, 488
91 , 446
58,267
125, 7 ·~0
2, 112
16, 401
62, 494
31, 743
170,832
65,827
324
129, 927
24, 728

05
89
15
26
77
60
73
28
49
56
05
59
66
62
37
18
38
31
18
80
00
90
08
24
7l
93
06
91
28

.. •. .. . . . . . . . .
............. ,
.. •. ... •.. . . . .
.. .... ....... .
..............
. . •. . . . . •. . . . .
.. ............
............ :
.... .. . . .. .. ..
..............
.... ..........
..............
. . . . . . . . ... . . .
.. . . . . •. . . . . . .
. . •.. . . . .. . . .
.•.. . .....•••.
. . . . . . • . . .. . . .
.. . . . . . . • . . . . .
.... .... ... .. .
..............
..............
. , .. .. .. .. .. ..
..•... . .•. : . • .
. ............ .
...... ~ ..... ..
. .............
..............
. ••. . . . . •• . •. .
. .............
$25,788 87
·

34, 138
20, 000
158, 260
44, 457

44
00
9J
31

..............
.. . • . •. ••. . . . .
..............
.•. •. • . . •. . ••.

Debt discharged .January 1, 1866.
Debt discharged .January 12, 1866.
Debt discharged May 4, 1866.
Debt discharged November 24, 1866.
Debt discharged .January 21, 1867.
Debt discharged May 15, 1867.
Debt discharged August 26, 1867.
Debt discharged October 16, 1t!67.
Debt discharged October 31, 1867.
Debt discharged Febrnary 29, 1868..
Debt discharged Aprilll, 1868.
Debt discharged April16, 1868.
D ebt discharged .July 16, 1868.
D ebt discharged .July 21, 1868.
Debt discharged August 10, 1868.
Debt discharged August 27, 1868.
Debt discharged October 3, 186il.
Debt discharged October 8, 1868.
D ebt discharged November 4, Hl6i3.
Debt discharged May 31, 18!)9.
Debt di!;charged August 21, 1869.
Debt discharged .January 11. 1:i70.
Debt discharged .June 6, 1870.
Debt discharged .Tuly 31, 1870.
Debt discharge d .January 25, 187 1.
D ebt discharged June 13, 1871.
Debt discharged .June 14,1871.
Debt discharged August 16, 1871.
Debt discharged October 27, 1871.
Company bankrupt; account therefore
dropped from list of indebted companies.

"I 125,433 651 ..............I

133 44
27, 109 04 .. .. . .. .. . .. ..
7, 029 40
1~.~~~---··········
1 ····
.. 1 "'·20,34, 433
000 00
20,000 00 ..........................
127,750 52
30, 248 52

p.a:::s
Q2~

r:l:::s

s"='

~

~

~~=.,..;

en~

~

~:~§

·sr:l.P- "'-.S
"='

~

158, 260 93
. 44, 457 31

Dobt di•cba<g•d July

12,

1S1ll.

Debt discharged .January 8, 1873.
Debt discharged May 24, 1873.
Debt discharged· May 31, 1874.
Debt discharged November 1, 1873.

0

~
~

0

l'%j

.....,
~

t;r:j

00
t;r:j

c

~

:".:l

t-3

1>~

1<1
0

l'%j

~
1>~

36 I Nashville and Chattanooga .....•............. -I 1, 566, 551 73

615, 631 70

2, 234 12 1 2, 184, 417 55

37 1 East Tennessee and Georgia ........•. . .......

3C6, 1&3 02
265,655 65

160,986 77
116, 906 07

4, 401 73
2, 322 73

5::11 , 511 52
384, 884 45

165, 542 08
153,438 76

405, 193 92

144, 407 99

302 35

549, 904 26

248, 473 39

40 , Mississippi, Gains ville and Tuscaloosa .....••.

33,476 39

20, 057 35

67 75

53, 601 49

9, 856 09

Knoxville and Kentucky ..................... .

12,335- 63

5, 781 00

154 27

18, 270 90

7, 901 15

57, 115 24
291,325 91
84,409 15

. 57, 115 24
188,754 19
84,409 15

3il

3!1

41

East Tennessee and Virginia ................ .

I Nashyille and Dee!\tur .....•......

H I Southwest branch Pacific Railroad of Missouri.
4:3 Selma, Rome and Dalton......................
44 Alexandria, Loudoun and Hampshire.........

I

57, 115 24 . • • . • . . • • . . • • . . • • • • • . • • • • .
183, 276 49
107,995 47
53 95
62,592 96
21,640 46
1'15 73

34

Total................................... 5, 873, 602

1, 534, 73o 32

22, 614 31

7,4Jo, 946

396, 677 22 1 1, 787, 740 33 I Compromised under act of March 3,
1871, for $1,000,000, payable one-half
in 10 and one-half in 20 years from
June 1, 1871.
·

11

Companies consolidated; debts compromised under~act of March 3, 1871,

!

3r;6, 029 44
231,445 69 5 I

l

~~~-~~rl·~~o ;Io$;>~~.o£ ~~~~;ailai:n~~

years from Jan11ary 1, 1872.
Compromised under act of March 3,
1871, for $70,000; $6,000 cash; balance
in 10 years f•·om July 1, 1872. · ·
43,745 40 I Company bankrupt; account therefuro
dropped from list of indebt.,d companies.
10, 369 75 I Compromised in July, 1874, under act
of March 3, 1871, for $8,000 Tennessee
State bonds.
..•..••..•... Debt discharged May 8, 1876.
102,571 72 Settled under act of February 27, 1875.
.•••••.•...•• . Debt discharged Aprilll, 1876.
301, 430 87

·1

07"\

97 4;561, 824 90 2,s69, 122

.D
~

~
~

P-:3

t'j
~

~

>
rn

I certify the above statement to be correct.

HENRY C. HODGES,
DeputiJ Qua1·termaste1·-General, V. S. A., in charge of Railroad Indebtedness.
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H.-Cm·respondence relating to the refusal .o.f the Flol'ida Cent1·al (a land grant) Railroad to furnish transportation for United States troops and supplies.
.
CEDAR KEYS, FLA., May 30, 11377.
Sm: I have the honor to return herewith the transportation order for . the Florida
Central Railroad; they would not allow me to go on the cars at all, so I w.ent to the
superintendent and made inquiries, and he told me that he had notified. the authorities
at Saint Augustine that they would take no more transportation ·orders on the road;
so I had to pay my fare as far as Baldwin.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEREMIAH WEAVER,
Ordnance Sergeant, U. S . .d..
First Lieut.. J. A. FESSENDEN,
Fifth .Artillery, A . .A. Q. M., Saint Aug1tstine, Fla.

OFFICE ACTING ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTEr.,
Saint A ·ugustine, Fla., June 2, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to state, for the information of the proper department of the
government, that on the 28th day of May, 1877, I furnished Ordnance Sergeant Weaver
with a transportation request, made out in due form, on the Florida Central Railroad,
from Jacksonville, Fla., to Baldwin, Fla.; : that said railroad refused absolutely to take
such request, and would not allow Ordnance Sergeant Weaver to enter the t.rain and
travel on the request. (See letter of Sergeant Weaver, inclosed and marked "A.")
Since it is frequently necessary to furnish transportation over this road, I desire to
know what steps I am to take in future, when the occasion to send men from this post
shall arise.
Is there any way by whicb Sergeant Weaver can be reimburs~d for the amount he
paid for his fare ?
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. A. FESSENDEN,
First Lietdenant Fifth .A.1·tille1·y, A. A. Q. M.
The CHIEF QuARTERMASTER,
Department of the South, .Atlanta, Ga.

[First indorsement.)

SAINT AUGUSTINE, FLA., June 3, 1877.
The road referred to is a land-grant road, and Thompson, the superintendent, positively refuses to take troops over the road without paying for them in cash or currency; will not take requests. Respectfully forwarded and instructions requested.
F. T. DENT,
Lieutenant-Colonel Fifth A1·tillm·y, Commanding Post.

[Second indorsement.)

OFFICE CHIEF QUARTERMASTRR, DEPARTMENT SOUTH,
.Atlanta, Ga., June 9, 1877.
Respectfully for~arded to the a sistant adjutant-general headquarters Department
of the. outh. Attention is invited to the inclosed telegrams of the 8th June, from
which it appears that under the action of the superintendent of the Florida Central
Railroad the ordinary communication with tlle post of aint Augustine is cnt off.
J. G. CIIANDLER,
Major and Quartm·master, U. S. A., Chief Qua?'tel'master Depm·tment South.

[Third indorsem nt.)
ARTER DEPARTMF.NT 01~ THE
TII,
.
Atlanta, Ga., June 9, 1 n.
Re p ctfnlly forwarded to the Adjutant-G neral of the Army, through division beadquarter , for the information of the War Department.
TH . H. RUGER,
Colonel Eighteenth Infantry, Bvt. B1·ig. Gen., U. . A., Commanding.

l!EADQ
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.
[Fourth indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC,
New Ym·k, June 11, 1877.
Respectfully referred to the chief quartermaster of the division.
By command of Major-General Hancock.
W. G. MITCHELL.

Captain Fifth InfaJitry, A. A. A. G.

[Fifth indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION

OF THE ATLAJS"TIC,
Office Chief Qum·termaster, New York, June 12, 1877.
Respectfully forwarded to the Quartermaster-General.
L. C. EASTON,
Colonel and Assistant Q. M. G., Chief Quartermaster.

rrnclosures accompanying isecond indorsement.]

[From the Western Union Telegraph Company, dated Saint Augustine, Fla., June 8,
1877.]
To the CHIEF QuARTERMASTER, Atlanta, Ga.:
Ordered to send soldier to Pensacola. Jacksonville road won't accept. . Request
instruction's.
·
FESSENDEN, Quartermaster.

[Order No. 59.]
SAINT AUGUSTINE, FLA., June 8, 1877.
I. In furtherance of Special Order, No. 111, current series, from headquarters Department of the South, Private John Daley, Battery M, Fifth Artillery, will leave this
post for Fort Barrancas, Fla., to join his battery.
·
.
II. The acting assistant quartermaster will furnish the necessary transportation,
and the acting commissary of supsistence will commute his rations for five days from
. June-, 1877 ..
By order of Lieut. Col. F. T. Dent.
E. T. BROWN,

Second Lieutenant F·i fth A1·tille1·y, Post-AdJutant.
A true copy.
E. T. BROWN,
Second Lieutenant Fifth Al'iillery, Post-Adjutant.

[From the Western Union Telegraph Company, dated Jacksonville, Fla., June 8, 1877.]
To Maj. J. G. CHANDLER, Qua1·tennaster, U.S. A., Atlanta, Ga.:
The reason that we refuse to accept transportation requests is they are not paid, and
the courts have decided that wo are entitl~d to pay for such service.
CHARLES HOLMES, '

·

General Superintendent.

WAR DEPARTMENT, QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., June 15, 1877.
Sm: It has been repor:ted to this office that agents of' the l!'lorida Central Railroad
refuse to accept transportation requests is ued b! the Quartermaster's Department, because they are not pa1d, and the courts have deCided that the roads ar~ entitled to pay
for such service.
AU the land-grant railroads in the country, with the exception, perhaps, of the Flor-
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ida Central, are accepting and furnishing transportation on these requests, anu it is
thought there is some misunderstanding in this case.
An examination into the matter will show that the Qu1.rtermaster's Department can
make no payment for military tr.msportation over the Florida Central H.ailroad without flagrant violation of law.
Yon are referred, "first, to section 3 of act of Congress approved May 17, 1856, (11 Stat.r
p. 15), granting United States lands to aid in the construction of the road; second, to
the act approved March 3, 1875 (18 Stat., p. 4fi3), in which payment for military transportation over land-grant railroads is prohibited.
These laws stand on the statute-books unrepealed .
. Two land-grant railroads, the Lake Superior and Mississippi, and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe, brought snit to recover compensation for certain transportation
of troops and stores, specified in the bills of particulars accompanying their respective
petitions to the Court of Claims, and the Supreme Cout, on appeal, awarded coD;~pen
sation in these particular cases. (October term, 1876. No. 673.)
These awards will be payable as,otber awards of the court are paid by the Treasury,
out of an appropriation made for that purpose, and not from funds of the Quartermaster's Department.
It is known to this office that even the@e awards have not been paid for reason that
Congress failed to make an appropriation therefor.
The Second Comptroller of the Treasury has decided that, inasmuch as no appropriation is made by Congress for payment of transportation to land-grant roads, but on the
contrary, any payment to them is expressly prohibited by law, it is clear that no such
payment can now be made, nor any amount be allowed to said roads by the executive
departments, notwithstanding the deCision of the Supreme Court, until the lawmaking power shall have removed the prohibition and made an appropriation.
''No money shall be drawn from the Treasury !Jut in consequence of appropriations
made by law." (Constitution, art. 1, sec. 9.)
.
The doctrine enunciated by the Supreme Court in the cases referred to, that certain
compensation should be made for the tramportation of troops and stores over landgrant railroads is in accordance with the rloctrine always held by the War Department,
and governed the department up to the time when such payments were prohibited by
Congress. I have recommended to the Secretary of War, and be bas recommended to
Congress, such legislation as will remove this prohibition.
But there is another aspect of the case. The necessities of the service require that
transportation reqnests of the kind which I understand your road bas refused, shall be
used in furnishing transportation for United States troops.
If a soldier yields to the demand of a recusant land-grant railroad for cash fare, the
department has no more power to reimburse him (though traveling on public duty)
than it has to pay the railroad itself. A remedy is provided for the railq>ad through
the courts; for the soldier there is no legal remedy. In the exercise of the powers of
the United Statea Government, it is necessary that there be no hinderance to the passage of its troops and pr6perty over any railroad in its territory.
In view of these explanations I trust that you will withdraw your opposition to the
receipt of transportation requests for the passage of United States troops over your
road, and adopt a course which will not place the road in antagonism to the execution of law.
Very respe~tfully, your obedient servant,
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaste-r-General, Brevet Major-General., U. S. A.
Mr. Jo EPH H. DunKEJ~,
Master in chm·ge Florida Cent1·al Rail1·oad, Jaclcsont'ille, Fla.

SAINT AUGUSTINE, FLA., June 17, 1877.
The land-grant railroad, Florida Central, from Jack orrville to Live ak, has
refu ed to tran port troops over their road on transportation requests, and as the
quart rma t r is prohibited, by order , from paying to such roacls the usual fare, I directed the quartermaeter at this post tor port the fact to chief quarterma ter of the
department, and a k for instructions. As no reply has be n received, I a k, in order to
comply with p cial rd r No.3, current erie , from headquarters D epartment of the
outb, an Po t Orders o. 59, current erie , from this po t, in execution of the tir tnam cl ord r, tba the quarterma ter of tbi po t b authorized to purchase tickets over
aid road for Private J hn al . 1 in ord r that he ruay proc~:~ed to his destination.
I am, ir, very r p ctfnlly, your obedient rvant,
F. T. DE T,
Lieutenant-Colonel Fifth Artillery, Com.manding Post.
IR:

I TA.'T A J .TA .'T-

D 'J)artm rtt of th

E •• ERAT.,

'outh, Atlanta, Ga.
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QUARTERMASTER-a ENERAL.
[First indor.sement.]

OFFICE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH,
Atlanta, Ga., Jnne 20, 1877.
Respectfully returned to the assistant adjutant-general, headquarters:Department
of the South.
The action taken by the superintendent of the Florida Central Railroad was referred
to the department commander on the 9th of June, and this office is awaitin,g instructions
before not.ifying the acting assistant quartermaster at Saint Augustine of the proper
action to be taken.
Payment for services over this road is prohibited by law, and hence the purchase of
tickets, as herein req nested, cannot be recommended.
J. G. CHANDLER,
Major and Qtw1·termaster, U.S. A.., ChiPf Quarte1·maste1' Depa1·tment South.

[Second indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMF;NT OF THE SOUTH,
Atlanta, Ga., June 20, 1877.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army, through headquarters
Division of the Atlantic. Attention asked to the fact that the Florida Central Railroad (a land-grant road) refuses to transport troops or material without payment in
advance of charges for transportation.
THOS. H. RUGER,
Colonel Eighteenth Infantry, Bvt. Brig. General,

u:

S. A., Commanding.

[Third indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DIVISION ATLANTIC,
New York, June 23, 1877.
Respectfully referred to the chief quartermaster of the division, in connection with
the previous papers on this subject referred to him on the 11th instant.
By. command of Major-General Hancock.
JOHNS. WHARTON,
Captain Nineteenth Injant1·y, .d. A. A . .General.

(Fourlh indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF ATLANTIC,
Office ChiPj Quat·tennaster, New York, June 25, 1877.
Respectfully forwarded to the Qua.rtermaster-General in connection with the papers
on thit> subject, forwarded by this office on the 12th instant.
·
1
L. C. EASTON,
Colonel and ABsistant Qztarterfnaster-Geneml, Chief·Quartermaster.

JACKSO~VILLE 1 ]'LA., June 22, 1877.
SIR: Your communication (-PI$¥r) dated June 15,1877, in relation to transportation of
United States troops and stores over land-grant railroads was duly received. The position taken by the }<'lorida Central Railroad in this matter was based upon certain reported decisions of the United States Supreme Court, and may have been hastily assumed. I have referred your letter and General Order No. 62, War Department Adjutant~General's Offic~, series 1875, a~companying the sa~e, to Edwa~d M. L'Engl~, esq.,
president of the Flonda. Central Railroad Company, whiCh company IS now in possession
of its property, and have requested him to answer the same. The company took possession of its property under an order of the court on the 9th of the present month.
Respectfully yours,
JOSEPH H. DURKEE

Maj. Gen. M. C. MEIGS,
Quartel'mastor-General, U.

Late lJ.laEJter in cha1·ge Flo1·ida Cent1·al Radroad.
• A.., Washington, D. C.
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JUNE 28, 1877.
EDWARD M. L'ENGLE 1 President Florida Cen.tml Rail1·oad, Jacksonville, Fla.:
Has your road withdrawn its objection to the receipt of transportation requests for
the passage of United States troops?
M. C. MEIGS,
Qum·termaste1· Gene1·al.
[From the Western Union Telegraph Company, dated Jackson>ille, Fla., Jnne 30, 1877.]
To the QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL, Washington, D. C.:
The Florida Central Railroad Company declines to accept quartermaster's requests
for transportation. This refusal is because such requests are not paid .
E. M. L'ENGLE,
.·
·
P1·esidtmt li'. C. R. R. Co.

wAR DEPARTMENT, QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICR,
Washington, D. C., July 2, 1877.
Sm: I have the honor to submit for your information, and such action when Congress assembles as you may find proper, the case of the refusal of the Florida Central
(a land-grant) Railroad to accept and furnish transportation for United States troops
upon requests of the Quartermaster's Department.
.
The fact that this railroad had taken this stand was first reported to this office
June 12, 1877, by the chief quartermaster, Military Division of the Atlantic; the P.articular case in point being that of Ordnance Sergeant Jeremiah Weaver, who, bemg
assigned to duty which required a journey over the road from Jacksonville to Baldwin, Fla., was, in accordance with orders and regula~ions governing Army transportation, furnished with a transportation-request for the journey, made out in due form
(sample inclosed); issued by the acting assistant quartermaster of the military post of
Saint Augustine, Fla., and addressed to the railroad company, under date of May 28,
1877.
Sergeant Weaver reports that he was not permitted to go upon the cars 'o f the road,
s o he went to the superintendent, made inquiries, and was told that the railroad company had notified the authorities at Saint Augustine that they would take no mo~e
transportation-orders on the road, and the sergeant had to pay his fare to Baldwm
out of his own pocket.
.
Subseq uently, on June 8, 1877, the superintendent of the road t elegraphed the chtef
quartArm aster Department, of the South , a s follows:
" The reason that we refused to accept transportation-requests is that they are not
paid, and the conrts have decided that we are entitled to p ay for s uch service.".
.
On June 15, l f-377, the Quartermaster-General addressed the following commumca~wn
to Mr. Joseph H. Durkee, master in charge of the Florida Central Railroad, Jacksonville,
Fla., who, by the official Railroad Guide for the period, seems to ha ve been the highest
officer connected with the road:
"It has been reported to this office that agents of the Florida Central Railroad refuse
to accept tran portation-requests issued by the Quartermaster's D epartment beca-qse
they are not paid, and the courts have deuided that the roads are entitled to pay for
such service.
"All the land-grant railroads in the country, w ith the exception, perhaps, of the Flori~a.
Central, are accepting and furnishing transportation on these requests, and it 1s
thought there i orne misunder tapding in this case.
''An examination into the matter will show that the Quartermaste r's D epartm ent cau
make no payment for military-transportation over the :t'lorida Central Railroad without flagrant violation of Ja.w.
"You are re~ rre<l, firRt, to Aection ~of the a t of Congre s, approved May 17,1 n6 (11
Stat., p. 15), gn uting nited tat s land to aiel in the con truction of the road i
s cond t tbe ct approv d March 3, 1 75 (l
tat., p. 45:1), in which payment for
military tran. portation ov r land-grant railroads i prohibited.
''The Jaws taocl on tiJ tatute-books nnr p al d.
"l'wo ]and-grant railroad. ( be Lake , operior and Mi - is ippi, and th
tchi on,
Top ka. and anta. Ec) brought nit to r cov r comp osation for c•rtain tran po~
t. ion of roop • ud t r , p cili d in tue bills of particulars accompauyiug th 1r
r p ctiv pe i tion to tb
onrt of lu.im ·,and th npr me Court, on appeal, a. warded
c mp o ation in th . particular ca e . ( ctob r t rm, 1 76, ro. 673.)
' Th · award. will b payabl , a oth raw rd of the court ar paid, by tb Tr a ur
of n appropriation made for that purpo , ancl not from fnn<ls of the uart rma lJ pattm nt.
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It is known to this office that even these awards have not been paid, for the reason
that Congress failed to make an appropriation therefor.
''The Second Comptroller of the Treasury has decided that inasmuch as no appropriation is made by Congress for payment of transportation to land- grant railroads, but, on
the contrary, any payment to them is expressly prohibited by law, it is clear that no
such paywent can now be made, nor any amount be allowed to said roads by the executive departments, notwithstanding the decision of the Supreme Court, until the lawmaking power shall have removed the prohibition and made an appropriativn.
"No mone.v shall be drawn from the Treasury but in consequence of appropriations
macle by law.' (Constitution, Art. I, sec. 9.)
.
H The doctrine enunciated by the Supreme Court in the cases referred to, that certain
compensation shonld be made for the transportation of troops and ston•s over land
grant railroads, is in accordance with the doctrine always held by the War Department,
and governed the department up to the time when such payments wera prohibited by
Congress. I have recommended to the Secretary of War, and he has recommended to
Congress, such legislation as will remove this prohibitiOn.
"But there is another aspect of the case. The necessities of the service require that
transportation-requests of the kind which I understand your road has refnsed, shall
he used in furnishing transportation for United States troops.
.
"If a soldier yields to the demand of a recusant land-grant railroad for caRh fare, the
department has no more ·power to reimburse him, though traveling on public duty,
than it has to pay the railroad itself.
"In the exercise of the powers of the United States Government it is necessary that
there be no hinderance to the pas3age of its troops and property over any railroad in its
territory.
"In view of these ex planations, I trust that you will withdraw your opposition to the
receipt of transp 1rtation-reqnest::~ for the passage of United States troops over your
road, and adopt a course which will n0t place the road in antagonism to the .execnt.iou
of law."
On June 26, 187i, the fo1lowing reply was received from Mr. Durkee:
'·The position taken by the Florida Central Railroad in this matter was based upon
certain reported rlecisions of the United States Supreme Court, and may have been
hastily assum ed. I have referred your letter and General Order No. 62, War Depart,m ent., Adjut ant-General's Office, series 1875, accompanying the same, to Edward M L.
Engle, esq., president of the Florida Central Railroad Company, which company is now
in possession of it-s pr()perty, and have requested him to answer the same. The company took possession of its property under an order of court on the 9th of the presont
mo'n th."
In the same mail wHh Mr. Durkee's reply came another communication from the
chief quartermaster of the Military Division of the Atlantic, forwarding a copy of an
mder for Private John Daley, Battery M, Fifth Artillers, to proceed from Saint Angustine to Fort Barrancas, Fla., and a request of tile commanding officer, Saint Angustiue,
for authority to purchase tickets for Private Daley, in order that he may proceed to llis
del:ltination.
On June ~8, 1877, the Quartermaster-General telegraphed the president of the roa1
as follows :
·
"Has your road withdrawn its objection. to the receipt of transportation-reque t 1
for the passage of United St~-&tes troops?" ·
And on June 30, 1877, received the following telegram in reply:
"The Florida Ceutral Railroad declines to accept qnartermasterl:l' requests for transportation. The refusal is because sucb. requests are not paid."
It is remarked that the failure of Congress to make any appropriation whatevE>rfor
Army transportation for th e current fiscal year is now a further and of itself an iusnperable obstacle to the payment of any money to this or auy other road, whether
land-grant or non-land-grant. for military transportation, unless and until Congress
shall hereafter appropriate money for the purpose.
With nference to the powers of the government in a case of this kind, I respectfully
report that, under SPCtion 220 United States Revised Statutes, the" transportation of
troops, munitions of war, eqnipm ents, military property, and stores throughout the
United States shall be und er the immediate control of the Secretary of War and such
agents as he may appoint."
On November 9, 1874, the Attorney-General expressed the fol1owing opinion in .the
case of the refusal of Morgan's Louisiana and Texas (a land-granL) Railroad to perform
military' transportation:
"I do not know of any proceedings at law by which the government can compel
these railroads t o transport freigllt and troops as required, but if they refuse when
such freight and troops are properly tendered for transportation, and the United States
su tain damages in consequence of such refusal, these roads may be liable to pay the
' United States the uamages so AUI:Itained."
The enactment of a law that will protect the rights of the governm.en ~ in such cases

21
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was recommended to Congress by the Secretary of War January 9, 1875, on report of
the Quartermaster-General of December 3, 1874 (Ex. Doc. No. ~4, H. R., Fort.y-third
Congress, second session), but Congress has not acted upon the recommendation.
This department has no means of enforcing service, and the company refusing what
the condition of its land-grant requires, is, I suppose, liable to be sold out by the Unitecl
States or taken possession of. Bnt it appears now that for enforcement of its reserved
rights Congress has maoe no legislative provision.
The Florida Central Railroad runs from Jacksonville to Lake City, 59 miles; its nse
can, I believe, in most, if not all, cases be avoided by use of steamers, which stop at
Saint Augustine in plying between points on the Atlantic seaboard ; for example,
troops and stores may be sent to Brunswick, Ga., by steamer, and thence inland via
Macon and Brunswick and Atlantic and Gulf Railroads.
These routes will bA cirr.uitous and the time consumed in transit greater and the
cost heavier than via the Florida Central Railroad, but I see no alternative so long as
l aws as authoritatively construed make no provision for the prompt enforcement of
the rights of the government; for the supply and movements of the troops caunot be
deferred while the railroad company is being brought to a sense of its obligations
through the slow process of law in a suit for damages.
I shall therefore instruct officers of the Quartermaster's Department serving in the
Military Division of the Atlantic to discontinue the issue of requisitions upon the
Florida Central Railroad Company for the transportation of troops and supplies until
further orders.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. C. MEIGS,
Qum·termaster-Geneml, Brevet Major-General, United States ..c1.1·rny.
To the Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR.

Rrspectfully relferred to t.he Judge Advocate-General for opinion as to what proceedings should be taken against this road.
By order of the Secretary of War.
H. T. CROSBY,
Chief Clerk.
J ULY

9, 1877.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Btweau of Militm·y Justice, July 11, 1877.

Respectfully return ed to the Secretary of War. In view of the opinion of the Hon.
Attorney-General of November 9, 1874, referred to in the within communication of the
Qnartermaster-General of the 2d instant, it can only be advised that additional legisl ation by Congress js requisite to compel thit1 railroad company to transport troops or
freight free of charge to the United States.
As to the amount paid out l.Jy Sergeant Weaver, it is recommended that the same be
reimbursed him out of the appropriation for Army contingencies.
W. M. DUNN,
Juclge Advocate-General.

Respectfn]]y returned to tbe Qnartermaster-General to again brjngup the subject at
th next m eting of Con~r ss, a there appears to be no legal remedy at present.
By order of the Secretary of War.
H. T. CROSBY,
Jl:LY

171 1877.

Chief Clerk.

QuARTERMASTER-GENERAL's OFFICE,
October 2:3, 1 77.
True copiee.
HF.NRY C. H DGE ,
Deputy Qum·termaster-General, U11ited tatu .drmy.
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Report of Capt. A. F. Rockwell, in. charge of national cemeteries.
OFFICE OF NATION A.L CEMETERIES,
Washington, D. 0., July 31, 1R77.
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of cemeterial affairs for the fiscal year ending J nne 30, 1877.
There are now 79 national cemeteries; 27 :first class, 17 second class,
14 third class, and 21 fourth class. The Antietam National Cemetery
has been added since my last report.
On July 17, 1876, there were seventy-one superintendents in service.
One bas since been appointed. One died, tw-o were diRcharged, and
three resigned, leaving sixty-seven in service June 30, 1877. I J'egard
these superintendents' positions as excellent ones. The pay is liberal;
comfortable quarters are furnished in buildings constructed foc the purpose; the duties are of a light, healthful character; and the tenure of
office depending on the good behavior of the incumbent, a superintendent has a strong incentive to endeavor to retain his position by industry aud good conduct.
As an additional safeguard against appointing men unfit for the positions, a few of the apparently most worthy applicants, not exceeding
four at any one tinie, are first examined by a board of officers, aud, if
found eligible under the law, they are employed on probation for six
months at one of the larger cemeteries as assistants to the .superintendents, who instruct thern as to their duties, in wbich they are given
practical experience. By this plan, the department is enabled to judge
somewhat of the character and habits of the applicant, and, if during
this probationary term the candidate gives satisfaction, he is appointed
when a vacancy occurs, and thus euters upon his duties with some
knowledge of the work he will have to perform. This system, which
has but recently been put into operation, will, I believe, work to great
ad vantage and increase the efficienc.v of the cemeterial service. .
The appropriation for the past fiscal yertr was $125,000. The expenditures during the year amounted to $126,650.12, as detailed in the
accompanying statement, marked ''A," and summarized ~s follows:
For construction and repair of walls .. _.•..................•......... _..
For construction and repair of lodges .... __ .......•.. ---·-·.............
For rent of quarters for superintendents. __ ... _.. _.................... _..
l!'or construction and repair of outhouses, sheds, stables, &c .. _..... ___ ...
For repair of green-houses . .. ..,...........................................
Purchase of trees, plants, &c...........................................
Hire of employes ........ ___ ........ _................... _. _. . . • • • . . . . . . •
l<'or construction and repair of drainage._ ........••.............• . ••. ___
Purchase of barrack and office furniture ..........••....•. __ ............ _
Purchase of tools and stores, and miscellaneous expenditures .. _..... __ .. _
For improvement of grounds .........•.. _••.................•.. _.. . . . . .
For erection and repair of flag-staffs .......•..........•.•... _... . . . . . . . •
For water-supply ...... ..••••...... __ ••...•••••...•....•..... _•........ _
Purchase of land, examination of titles, &c.............................
For advertising, postage, &c............................................
For interments .•..••...•..•...••.•........• _.. . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .

$44, 601
14,800
9!l4
1,.31:37
97
1, 374
35, 8;)6
2, 711
144
7, 925
12, 539
1, 608
1, 523

78
20
67
77
96
34
~6

29
80

50
16
60

21
36
341 22
258 00
5~0

The above also embraces expenditures from balances of appropriations for previous years.
On the 25th of July, 1876, by direction of the Secretay of War, the
whole subject of national cemeteries was placed under the Quartermaster-General, to whom the records, &c., pertaining to that subject, previously kept at the War Department, were ordered to be turned over.
It was further ordered that the annual inspection of national cemeteries,
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required by law, should be made by officers of the Inspocter-General's
Department in the course of their tours of inspection.
Subsequently, upon the recommendation of the Quartermaster-General, military commanders were directed to exercise supervision over
national cemeteries within the geographical limits of their commands.
During the past year lodges have been erected at Salisbury, N. 0.;
Grafton, W. Va.; Finn's Point, N. J.; and Cave Hill, Ky.; inclosing
walls at Beaufort and Florence, S.C.; Finn's Point, N.J., and Yorktown,
Va. The work performed bas been mo[St satisfactory, .and the cost
thereof extremely reasonable. It has been supervised by civil engineers
employed especially for duty of this character.
Contracts have also been entered into for the construction of lodges
at Alexandria and Port .Hudson (La.) National Cemeteries, and for an
inclosing wall at the Alexandria cemetery. When these are completed
there will yet remain to be prodded with permanent walls and lodges
the following cemeteries; namely : Lodges at Baton Rouge, La.; San
Antonio, Texas; Andersonville, Ga.; Fort McPh(~rson, Nebr.; Fort
Gibson, Ind. T.; and Beverly, N. J. Walls at Baton Rouge, La.; AndersonYille, Ga.; Fort McPherson, Neb.; Fort Gibson, Ind. T.; and Grafton,
W.Va.
The condition of several of the larger cemeteries bas been materially
improved during the ;year, notably those at Arlington, Anderl:lonville,
:Marietta, Stone's River, Nashville, and Chattanooga. It is the intention to have the grounds in all the national cemeteries in such condition
that the grass can be readily cnt with the lawn mower, and thereb.v
render the use of the scsthe unnecessary. By this means the sward will
present a much finer appearance, wllile the expense of maintenauce will
not be increased. A great deal of filling and grading is found necessary
to first get the grounds in proper order, and hence the cost of maintenance has been increased slightly during the past year .at those cemeteries where this work bas been done; but hereafter they can, with proper
industry on the part of the superintendents, be kept in better order than
heretofore, and with less labor. This course will be pursued at all of
the cemeteries as fast as means are available, and the lawn-mower, horse
and band, will be generally introduced.
.
The so1diers' lot in the Elmira Cemetery, which, by act of Congress
approved June 23,1874, was declared a national cemeteQ·, has received
attention. The remains of the Union soldiers have been remoYed to
within the ground to be purchased by the United State~, and bead-stones
have been ordered for their graves. The sections containing theremain of the Conf derate pri ' Oners of war have been leveled and graded,
and an accurate chart of the same is in course of preparation, so tuat at
any time, if so de ired, the graves can be readily identified and properly
mark d. The city of Elmira bas old the land to the United States for
81,5 0, which urn will be paid after the Attorney-General bas approved
the title-pap r recently ubmitted to him. When the grouuds are
placed in go d order, arrangement will be made with the cemetery company to k p them so in the fnture.
The An i tam ational Cemetery wa formally tran ferred to the
Unit d tat by r olution of the board of trustee on the 7th day of
June, 1 77.
o work ba
n done by the Quartermaster' Department
f r l ck of the nee ary means.
It i gratifyi g to be able to report that the bead-stone contracts have
n c mplet d. H ad- tone have Jet to be furni bed for c meterie
ma<l nati nal in the contract w re entered into, but the 1· b and
1 ck · r uir d by the origi al agreement have all been erected. The
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following statement will show the number of stones erected, and the cost
thereof. A statement in detail of the number of stones erected at each
cemetery is hereto appended, marked "B." ·
2,463 granite slabs, at $:3.95 each .•••.•••••••••. -~ ••••••••••••••••••••
49, 37!:! marble slabs, at $3.56 each .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
49, 1tl0 marble slabs, at $3.40 each •••••...••••.••••......•.•..••••••••.
48,563 marble slabs, at $:3.39 each .•••••.•.••••••.•••••••.•••• .'••••.••.
104,837 marble blocks, at $2.42 each .................................... .
4, 145 granite blocks, at $3.50' each .•.•...•••••••.•••.•••••.•••...•••••
332 extra inscriptions, at 60 cents each .•...••••..•••••••..•••••.•••
11 extra inscriptions, at 50 cents each ..••••.•••••.•••• ~ ..••••••••••
Extra work at Gettysburg .•••••••••.••••.•••••••••••••••.••••••.••••••
Total ••••.••••..•.•• ~ • • • • • . . • • • • . • . . • • • • . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .
Unexpended balance of appropriation ••• o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Total ••• ~ •••••••••••••.••••••••••.••••••••• o • • • ~ • • • • •

0

••

o • :. • • •

$9,728
175,785
1q7,212
164,628
253,705
14,507
199
5
587

85
5t!
00
57
54
50
20
50
40

786, 360 14
213, 639 86

---1, 000, 009 00

After paying for the extra work already authorized,.a surplus of about
$190,000 will remain.
The work bas been well done, and the stones add greatly to the fine
appearance of the cemeteries. In connection with this subject, I have
the honor to renew the recommendation made in my last annual report
that head-stones be erected at soldiers' graves in village and private
cemeteries.
·
In the absence of any appropriation for the current fiscal year, no expenditures have been authorized at any of the national cemeteries; but
a few employes have been allowed to work at the larger cemeteries,
under the conditionR set forth in General Orders No. 50, A. G. 0. C. S.
However, the cemeteries cannot, of course, be kept in good order for any
length of time without money. They are now in excellent condition.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

,
A. F. ROCKWELL,
Oa.pt. and A. Q. M., U. S. A., in chargB of National Cemeteries.
To the QuARTERMASTER-GENERAL.
Inclosm·es.
A.-Statement of disbursements on account of national cemeteries, fiscal year 1876-'77.
B.-St,atem ent of the number of head-stones erected in each national cemetery.
C.-General Orders, No. 37, headquarters of Army, A. G. 0., Aprill8, 1877.
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l{aleigh, N. C . ____ ...... _. . .••....•.. ________ . _. ----- .•.• _____ ... . ••. __ . __ ...
105 43 .. __ ••. _• .. ___ •••.• _••. _____ . __ .
83 05 . __ ••••••.. ________ . . _•.•••••.
}{ichmond, Va ---·-· ...... _..•... ------ ----·-. _------ ·----- ·----· ·----- -·---· .••. ______ . __. ··---- .. : ••• .•••....••.. ___ .
99 91 .••••• ___ . ·----- ___ . ·----· .•. .
Rock I sland, Ill . ..... ·-----------·-----·----- __ ·----- ______ ------ ·----- -----· . ... ·--- .... ___ ·---· ·-----. ___ .. ··---- . . .. ·----- -----· ·----- -- .. · ----- .. -. ·-----. -- .
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City of Mexico .....• ---- __ ------ ·--- ___ . __ .. __ . ___ . _____ . _.. ___ .. __________ . .. ---- ___ . . ... __ . __ ...• ________ ----- ...... __ ........... ------ ...... ____ ... -- ... -- .... -.-----.
Lexington, "Ky . __ ..••• __ .. ____ •. __ . ___ .·--- ______ ____ .•• ___ ----_ ..••• __ ---- _. . _____ •.•. . ----- ___ . ---- •• ______ . ___ ••.• _.. __ ••• ---- __ .• __ ·----- ·--- •• __ •.. ----- •...
Printing, advertising, and postage .. ________ .... --- _. ---- ...••.... ----- .. __ ... ----- ........ . ----. ---· -- ------ ------ . -- .. ----- ·--- ... --- ·---- .. --- -· --- · ---- - ---- ·•·--- -----·
Totaldisbursedduringtheyear ..... ... ........... .. ....... J 42,924 96 1 1,30110

375 72 I 12, 270 34

24 00

2, 505 86

954 67 I 1, 387 77

97 96 I 1,374 34
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A.-Statement of disbm·sements of appl'opriations for national cemeteries during the fiscal yea1· ending June 30, 1877, g-c.-Continued ..
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368
405
809
5, 938
86
170
51fl
1, 027
46
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330
21ti
1:!8
1, 387
71'9
389
53
495
352
128
191
205
499
158
149
110
15t
70
35~

365
7:!\J
352
159

50
16
00
98
60
25
00
20
85
50
25
66
4ti
25
25
48
00
50
00
25
62
00
75
25
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50
25
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00
00
00
46
00
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$17 eo
75 00

................... .
$360 00 ..•.•••...
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~~-~~- :::::::::: .... ~~-~~- :::::::::: ::::::::::
5,123 32 ......... ;
55 00 .................. ..

..... ::::: .... i4.oo· .... i5'65. :::::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::
5 35 ..... - . -..
1 !>0 ..........
.......... ..........
.......... ..........
.......... ---······.......... .........
..........
3 00
...••• -· ...... -·-.-.
.......... ..........
...... ....
17 00
.......... ..........
...••. ••.. .••.... •..
.......... ..........

42
226
J5
68
25
115
10
1
261
3114
35
ti7
17\J

.......... ..........

142 12

....................

500

.......... ..........
................. -..
.......... ..........
15 00 ....... - . .
30 40
6 12
.....
3 80

106
14
97
26
118
48

40 ........... . ... - ... - ....... - . -.. .. .. . .. .. . .. ....... .
55
913 73
$12 50
5 00 ................. ..
~0
24 15 ....................................... .
65
6 25 ..........
5 00 .................. ..
34 .................................................. .
18 59 .................... .
30 00
07
8 00
45
20 00 ......... ..
25
00
.........
..
210 55
00
9:.1
6
25
.......................................
.
20
175 00
35 00 .................. ..
35
.....
30
00
..................
..
eo
7 50 ................ : ........... ..
38

.......... "l'"""'"l""""""l""""""i'""""""

84
78
55

25
09
80
. ......... ..........
2 00
.......... ..........
6J 05
12 00 .................. ..

68 1
.........
3H1

52 00
4 50
69 00 ~ ........

106 !l4
111 15
139 71
47 75

.....................
1··········1······-···1""""""1""""":

......
25-oo .................... . :::::~:::: ··$244-oo
·-··········
43
• 85
63
8:!
35

00
25
00
85
61

180 00

70 00 , . -- . -- -- .. , .. - .... -- .
85 00 ---· ............... .
100 88 ·-······· · ----- •••.

.......... 1................. ---~- ....... ..

12 00 ··-··- ·--· ····-·--· · .••• ·---1 40
16 00 .. • • • • .. ..
14 00

...................................

31 00

·--------

160 06 ................... .
958
2000

Total.
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$729
889
736
873
14,059
86
219
624
16, 484
379
127
832
600
2:37
1, 900
1, 64\J
1, 320
7:!4
163
713
11
523
382
40\J
335
1, 109
10,228
4, 290
2,123
159
~08

432
365
4, 014
58o
3, 717
238

17
76
49
73
211
25
65
85
86
85
88
00
64
70
55
40
00
85
EO
51
10
34
00
09
28
70
01
22
83
87
85
28
00
50
48
34
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590 00
4~4 16
630 50
185 50
8 00
!73 00
3 00
97 50
438 50
175 5ll
65 00
841 42
903 25
165 00
569 95
840 50
743 00
177 25
2~0 Otl
253 75
3!J9 00
431 22
573 41
266 50
576 25
2.') 00
678 40
67 50
44 00
54 00
207 00
616 1!5
786 49
3, 063 21
35i 58
362 50
155 35

······25·oo·

........... ..............
................. ..................
135 00 ... .. .. ......
.............. ... .... .........
30 00 .................
................. .............

301 85 ................
................
4 00
................. ······- -- ..................
3 50
.............. . ..................
................ .............. .
······"t··· ..................
50 00 .................
8 70 . ...... ....... . .
..............
2 50
................ ............ .. .
................. .............. .....
.............. .......... . ......
............. . ... ..............
................ . .......... . ....
.................. ... ............. .

................. .......... ... .
.............
6 60
...... ........... .................

:

.............. ........... .... ..
286 66

.................

7 00

... ............

................
50 00 ................
............... . ..................

..... .......... .

30 00 ........ ........ .
19 42
4 00
122 70
2 50

..... .. .......... . ................. .
226 31 ................. .
.............. .................·.
......... ...... ..................

77 15
363 50 ............ ............ .............. ...........
140 00 .............. . ............... ..................
8 36
80 00
5ltl 90 .. ............ .
220 42
2 35 . ........... .............
10 00 . ............ .
................. . ..............
30 81
35 50
.................... .
20 40
::1 00
25 15
4 00 . ................... ................... . .................
278 08 .................. ................ . ................ . .................
15 33
17 50 . ........... ...... ..........
2 25 ...................... ................
149 35 ............... .
10 00
9 58 . .............. . . ...................
348 83 . ................ ................
3 50 ............... .
150 00
225 00 ... ... ........ ... ................. . ................
101 17
652 57 . .............. ................... ............. ...... ..................
116 65
190 00 ................ . ............... . . .............. ...
161 25 ... ...............
4 00 ....................
60 00 ................. ..... ............
259 37
16 75
9 25 ... ............ .................. ....... .... .... .
7 50 ....... .. .... ..... ........... ...... .
127 45 ..... ..... .... .... . ...............
28 50
230 31
................. . ................ ........... .......
160 10 ........... .... . ............. . . ............ ..... . .................
5 00
16 50
22 50 .. . ....... .... .. ... .... .......... ....... ........ ... ...................
43 90
49 80 ... .............
.. .......... ... . . ... ..............
· 17:l 90 . .................. ................
3 00
100 07
90 36 . .............. .
50 00 . ................. ................ .
112 90 . ................... ................
............... ................ .
18 45
10 00
116 65
34 00
.................... . .............
165 85 ..... ............... .............. .
24 75
47 20
. .............. ..
8:l 60
392 12
275 00 ............... ................
94 30
36 10 .. ................ ................ ................. .. .......... ......... .... . .
32 50 .................. .
44 80
45 00 . . . ......... .
27 75 .............. ..................
104 24
4 00 . ................ . . ............... . ................. ..................
99 03
2 50
15 25 . ................... ..... . .........
12 00 ................. ............. .
199 95 ................... .
25 00
157 55
................
.............
. ................ .................
08
120 8!>
200 00
...............
.....
......
..
...
................. .............. .
41 17
1 90
41 60 .. ................ .
150 00
....................
...............
.
.
................
................. ..................
8 90

.

.................. . ..................... .
................. . .............. ..............
30 00 ................
.................... ................ . ..... ....... . ... ........... ....... . .............. .
60 00
.................. . ................ ... ............. ................ .....................
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Total disbursed during the year ....... .
I certify that the above statement is correct.

2, 711 29

144 8o I 7, 925 50

I

12, 539 16

I 1, 60S

6o

I 1, 528

21

520 36

1, 055 65
652 5:l
1, 596 U5
250 01
11!0 90
3::10 25
598 :16
270 60
756 4:1
692 :i3
742 41
1, 635 54
1, 279 50
451 00
1, 272 78
985 45
1, 016 93
48:3 U6
283 50
587 30
730 75
10, 858 65
715 51
640 68
&4~ 01
96 95
4, 829 36
32B iO
255 00
3, 761 45
322 24
1, 3B:i 80
1, 0~3 56
4, 031 34
687 43
. 706 88
5, 748 92
8 90
25 00
30 00
1, 600 00
. 60 00
341 22
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258 oo I 126, 650 12

.A.. F. ROCKWELL,
Captain and Asiistm.t Quartermaster, U.S. A.,
In charge of National Oemeteri(IS,
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B.
List of head-stones erected at national cemeteries.
Slabs.

Blocks.

509
Alexandria, La .•.••.••••••...•...•••••.••••...••••..••••.•••••...
Alexandria, Va ...••..•.•.•...••..........••••••••.••••..•••..••.. 3,324
Andersonville, Ga ................................................. . 12,681
Annapolis, Md .•.•••.••••.........•••...••....••••...••..••••..... 2,25n
Arlington, Va ..••••.••••.••.••..•.••...•••......•••••••.•.•..••.. 7,060
1
Balls Bluff, Va ...••.....•.........•••...................••••.....
620
Barrancas, Fla ••••...•.•..........•...••••..••••......••.........
Baton Rouge, La ......•••..........••...••••..••... ·..••••...•.•... 2,4:30
40
Battle-Ground, D.C .•••••.......•••••.•••••.•••••...•••....••....
Beaufort, S. C •••....•....••............•...•.••...••......•...••. 4,349
139
Beverly, N. J ..................................... ~ .............. .
BroVI•nsville, Tex . . • . • . . . • • . . . . . . • ..•••••••...........•.......... 1,343
53:3
Camp Butler, Ill .....••••...••..•.•...••••.••••........•..........
Camp Nelson, Ky .•.••....•...........••..•••.•...•....•..•...••. 2,342
Cave Hill, I{y ................................................... . :3 234
Chalmette, La .....•.•••..............••••...•••..•..•.•• : " •...... 6:262
Chattanooga, 'fenn ........•..........•••......•..•............... 7,903
City Point, Va ................................................... . 3,635
675
Cold Harbor, Va ...•..•••.............••••.•.••........•.••...•.•.
Corinth, Miss ..•.••• ~-- ...•.....•...•.•....•...••..•..•......•••. . 1,777
659
Crown Hill, Ind .••....•••...••.....•...............•••. ... ....••.
44f.
Culpeper, Va .................................................... .
Cypress Hills, L. I., N.Y ......................................... . 3)088
335
Danville, Ky .................................................... .
Dan ville, V a ....•. .•.••..••........•..•...........•..........•... 1, Hi7
430
183
155
160
Fort Gibson, Ind. 'f ............................................. ..
2:35
Fort Harrison, Va .................... ................... ....... ..
373
Fort Leavenworth, Kans ................. : ...................... ..
:us
Fort Scott, I{ans .......••..•••.....•••.•.•••..•.•..•.••.•.....••..
565
Fort Smith, Ark ................................................. .
2,463
·. ::::
::::::::::::::::::
:::
Glendale, Va .........••...•••...•.•...•.....•................•...
Grafton, W.Va .................................................. .
Hampton, Va ................................................... ..
J effersou Barracks, Mo .....••••.•..•...•.........••••..•.•..' .••••.

772
121
. 921
205
1,928

L ebanon, Ky .................................................... .

277
108
2,337
364
203
2,960
8, 09

Name of cemetery.
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:hfempbi , Tenn ..•••..........•........•••.....•..................
1Iobile, Aln. ... _....••..........•••....•...•....•••........•••.•••.
Mound it y, Ill .••••...•.....•..•..•.•..•.••...•••••....•......•..
Nasbvill , Tenn ................................................ ..
Na cb z, .l\fi s .................................................. ..

l\t!;~~~~~~g,~:~t::~)\ ___ \!:~:::~~::_;:-~)j:~:j~!\:~---):-:

~4

650
482 .
3,811
7

1,378
165
1,189
581
5,400
4,860
3ti2
192
3,912
32
905
57
8
121
776
2,792
50d
2,080
291
753
101
9i5
4, 145
979
390
617
467
2, 74
330
21
1,044
6

112

2,730
3,995
2,7 1
676
1,061

2
2,357
3,3 7
3,209

R 1 igh, . •.......... . ......................................... .
i h n1 nd, Va .. ................................................. .
o ·k I lancl , 111 ..•.•...••••.•..••.•..••....••...••.••..........•.

52
4, 0-19
12

nli bu r •, ................................................... .
even P ine , V ...•.•...•••..........•.•..•••••.•.•.••••••....•..

64:l

333

331
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List of head-stones erected 'at na,tional cemetaries-Continued.
Name of cemetery.

Slabs.

Blocks.

Soldiers' Home, D. C ..••.•.•••.•.•.•.•... - ....................... Springfield, Mo ........••.•.....•••••••..•..••••.••..•.....•••••..

4,925
812
229
3,786
3,820

289
705
409
2,314
12,703

59

1

702
2,008
723

1,357
2,200
843

Total ..................................................... 14!-J,584

108,982

~i,~~~'~ ~i;:~,-T~~~::: ~::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
0

Vicksburg, Miss ................................................ -White Hall, Pa ................................................. -vVilmington, N.C ............................. .................... .
Winchester; Va .................................................. .
Yorktown, Va ...•.•.•••..••...•.•.•......••...•.•.•.•••••••..•·.•.

c.
[General Orders No. 37.]
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARM,Y,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, April 18, 1877.
Superintendents of national cemeteries being civilians, and now paid by the Quartermaster's Department as other civil employes thereof, the following regulations from
the Secretary of War are promulgated for the information aud guidance of all coucerned:
I. In view of the responsibility attached to the position of superintendent, and his
not being generally under the direct supervision of a superior officer, it is of great
importance that none but men of excellent character aud fair ability should be
appointed.
Applicants must therefore fulfill the following conditions, viz:
1st. They must have served in the Army of the United States, either regular or volunteer, and must have been disabled for active :f:ield-service in the line of duty, but the
degree of their present disability must not be such as to impair thei1· efficieney in charge of
cemeteries.
2d. They must be of steady, sober, and correct habits.
3d. They must have a fair degree of intelligence and education, and must be able
to write legibly.
II. All applications for the appointment of superintendent should be addressed to
the Quartermaster-General of the Army, and be accompanied by testimonials of responsible persons in support of the above requirements. They must be in the handwriting of the applicant, and must give his full name, length of service, the company
and regiment he last served in, date and cause of his discharge, and his present place
of residence.
No applications from enlisted men in the Army will be entertained, such men being
ineligible. under the law.
III. All applicants, before being appointed, will be examined by a board of officers
to be convened, by orders from the Adjut-~.nt-General's Office, in the department where
they may be residing or serving. An applicant having passed a satisfactory examination, will, if selected for appointment, be required to serve a probationary term of six
mon.ths as an assistant at such cemetery as the Quartermaster-General may designate
before beiug definitely appointed.
Applicants thus selected will be hired by the QuartermaRter'A Department, at the
rate of $40 per mont.b, and furnished with transp rtation from and to their homes.
If, at the expiration of this probationary term, the applicant has shown his fitness
for the position, be will then be eligible for appointment when a vacancy occurs.
Should there be no var.ancy at the end of the term, his employment will cease. He
will then, in his turn, be ducy appointed as vacancies occur.
The number of candidates on probation will at no time exceed four.
IV. The pay of superintendents is $60, $65, $70, $i5, per month, according to the
grade of the cemetery to which they are as. igned, with quarters and fuel.
V. "The superintendents of the national cemeteries shall be selected from meritorious and trustworthy soldiers, either commissioned officers or enlisted men of the
v9lunteer or regular Army, who have been honorably mustered out or disbarged from
the service of the United States, and who may have been disabled for active fieldservice in the line of duty."-( ection 4 74 Revised St.atutes of the United States.)
VI. Changes in the cla sification of cemet.eries will continue to be made in orders
through the Adjutant-Geneml's Office.
·
By command of General Sherman :
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adj1'tant- General.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSARY .. GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE.

REPORT
OF THE

COM~ilSSARY-GENERAL

OF SUBSISTENCE.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
Washington, D. C., October 10, 1t377.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations
of tbe Subsistence Department for the fi~cal year ended June 30, 1877,
anrl since my last annual report, dated October 10, 1876, and to make
such suggestions with reference to this Department, and the subsistence
of the Army, as I deem for the l>est interests of the service.
APPROPRIATIONS.
The appropriations for the subsistence of the Army for the fiscal year
were as follows, viz :
·
·
May9, 1876, advance appropriation ..•• ~-------·---· .....•.••..•••••.•
July 21'3, 1876, appropriation for 18i7 ..... _.............. .... .......•.•
September 30, 1876, appropriation on account of increased cavalry force.
March 14, 1877, appropriation on account of deficiflncies, to replace snbsistence stores lost by burning of steamer "Montana," in the Gulf
of California, December 14, 1tl76 ....•........•................•...•

$300,000 00
2,200,000 00
200,400 00

Total .............•.•.•.•.•••.••• ~---· ••.•.... --~-............

2, 737,240 71

36,840 71

FUNDS RECEIVED FROM SALES, ETC.
In addition to the amount appropriated for the subsistence ·of the
Army, the following re-imbursementS"for supplies which had bef'n pur. chased and sold to other departments, or to troops, or lost in transit, &c.,
were received, viz:
From the Department of the Interior, on account of supplies furnished to
the Indian Bureau...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . .
Collections by Pay Department, on account of tobacco sold to enlisted
men, and charged upon their pay-rolls ...............................
For stores lost in transportation, or through neglect of officers, &c ....·..•

148,354 84
:3, 669 21

Total ...•.•.••••....•.••....•.•.••........•••••..••••.......• ~..

192, 090 87

$40, 066 82

The amounts appropriated were not sufficient to-allow the purchase of
supplies, which should have been procured within t.he fiscal year, for shipment to remote posts, and along lines of communication over which supplies call be much more economically sbipped prior to June 30, than at a
later period of the year. In fact, along the Upper Missouri, Yellowstone,
and Big Horn, supplies cannot be shipped with a surety of reaching the
posts by water if purchased after J nne 30, and it may, ~nd generally will,
become necessary to transport them a part of the distance by land, thus
much enhancing the co t of transportation, as well as increasing the loss
in transit by transporting them in hot weather.
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. Only such supplies were purchased during the last fiscal year as were
deemed absolutely necessary to be sent to posts for consumption until
those purcLased after June 30 could reach them.
The ontstanding indebtednes~ for stores at the close of the fisca~ year
was $54,544.27. This indebtedness has been liquidated, howeyer, from
funds received from sales of Subsistence supplies, including tobacco sold
to enlisted men, although most of the creditors were obliged to wait three,
and some four, months for payment.
·
I deem it my duty to urgently invite your attention and, through you
that of Uongrt>ss, to the necessity, in the interests of economy, for making
sufficient appropriation for the subsistence of the Army to enable the
Department, to purchase the supplies required at the proper time and for
cash, and for making the appropriation available from the date of the
passage of the act ruaking it.
Since July 1, 1874, the amount appropriated for the subsistence of the
Army has been at least three hundred thousand dollars less per annum
than was necessary to purchase . the supplies required to be procured
within the fiscal year. In the year ending June 30, 1875, a deficiency bill
of $150,000 was passed, and $300,000 of the money appropriated for the
subsistence of the Army for the next fiscal year (that ending June 30,
1876) was authorized to be applied by the Commissary-General of St~b
sistence, prior to the 1st day of July, 1875, to the purchase of supplies
required for advance shipments to posts on the Upper Missouri, Fort
Pembina, and distant posts in Texas and Arizona. In the next fiscal
year, (that ending June 30, 1877,) it became necessary to request an anvance appropriatiQn, and on May 1,1876, an appropriation of $300,000,
or so much thereof as might be necessary, was made and authorized to
"be applied by the Commissary-General of Subsistence~ prior to the first
day of July, eighteen hundred and seventy-six, to the purchase of Subsistence supplies intended for the posts supplied through the Upper Missouri,
and for other distant postR," with the proviso that the amount should be
deducted from the estimates for subsistence of the A.rmy for the fiscal year
1877, and the appropriation should be~vailablefrom the passage of the act.
With the amount thus appropriated in advance, it was impracticable
to purchase all the stores whicn should have been purchased for suipment prior to the beginning of the fiscal year, and the total appropriation for the year ending Jane 30 1877, proved to be inadequate to the
purchase of supplies which should have been procured within the year.
From the foregoing, the necessity of my recommendation for a larger
appropriation than has been made for several years, and the necessity
of it being available from date of passage of the act making it, will, I
think, be apparent.
In addition to the reasons stated for an increased appropriation for
the current fi cal year, it mu t be considered that tbe expenses of snbsi ting the army will, of cour e, be increased to a limited extent by P.urcha ing on credit, and to a con i<lerable extent by purchasing supplies
for tro p operating in he field, where it was impracticable to send the
upplie on account of tbe uncertainty of them vement of the troop. ,
aud th impo ibility of for ' eing where the upplie would be required.
Thi ha b en e pecially the ca e in Montana, with reference to the
troop perating again t the Indian chief Jo eph and hi band.
VALUE OF

TORES ISSUED TO INDIANS, ETO.

h valu of Su i tenc tore i ued, in accordance with paragrapb
an 12 ~, r i ed r gulation , edition of 1 u3, to Indian i iting
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posts, has been $2,234.17. That of stores issued to Indian prisoners ·at
posts, exclusive of those issued by order of the commanding officer of
the Y ellow~tone expedition, $1,560.69. ·
·
Under orders issued by the commanding officer of the Yellowstone
command, Subsistence stores have been issued at the cantonment on
Tongue Rh~er, to Cheyenne and Sioux Indians, to the value of $7,936.25.
The number of Indians to whom these issues were made has not been
reported.
The value of the stores issued to the Cheyenne, Arapahoe, Kiowa,
and Comanche Indian prisoners at Fort Marion, Florida, including cost of
transportation, was $4,746.73, no portion of which has been returned
to the appropriation for subsistence of the Army.
In addition to the above, Subsistence stores have from time to time been
issued to Indians, or transferred to Indian agents for issue at the requAst
of the Indian Bureau, approved by the Secretary of War. The date
and place of such issue, and value of the stores, were as set forth in the
following table:
When issued.

Where issued.

.Tuly,1876 ......... AtFortSill,IndianTerritory . ............ .
July, 1876 ....... _. . At Fort Reno, Indian Ttjnitory . . _... , .. . _..
.Tul.v, 1876 ....... ; . At Camp Brown, Wyoming Territory ..... ..
August, 1876 ............. do ....................... ............ ..
august, 1876....... At Camp Robinson, Nebraska .. .. .. . ..•.... .
August, 1876 . . . . . . . At Fort Randall, Dakota ·Territory ........ .
August, 1876 .. _.... At Lower Brule Agency, Dakota '£erritory ..
August, 1876 .. ___ .. At Cheyenne Agency, Dal,ota Territory . _.
August, 1876 .... __ . At Camp Sheridan, Nebraska . ...••. ..•.. _. .
August, 1876' ....... . ___ .. do ....... _..... . ... ...... ..•..... - .••..
October, 1876 . ...... At Camp Robinson, Nebraska . ............ ..
November, 1876 .... At Camp Sheridan, Nebraska .......... ... ..
Februar.v, 1877. ... At Fort Bays, Kam-Jas .................... ..
April, 1877 ........ At Camp Br·ovrn, Wyoming Territory ..... ..
April, 1877 ...... _.. At Camp Stambaugh, Wyoming Territory ..

Stores.
$431
802
1, 697
2, 439
5, 972
2, 042
106
369
913
10, 533
92
373
292
325
320

47
50

Transportation.
$370 69
178 45

..................
85 ...................
71

50
76
56
64
93
60
61
88
7!:1
00
98

26, 715 78

171
183
10
29
435

44

22
84
00

29
135
47
259

43
43
89
00

as

...................

.....................
1, 851 27

Total.
$802 16
980 !)5
1, 697 71

2, 439 85
6, 143 94
2, 226 64
116 78
399 48
1, 348 93
10, 533 60
122 O.J
509 31
340 68
584 00
.320 98
28, 567 05

The Subsistence Department bas been re-imbursed for all of the above
except the beef issued in July and August, 1876, at Camp Brown, and
the flour issued in April, 1877, at Camp Stambaugh.
A number of Cheyenne lndiaus were, at the request of the Indian
Department, subsisted while en route from Camp Robinson, Nebraska,
to the Indian Territory, under charge of Lieut. H. vV. Lawton, 4th Cavalry. The value of the stores issued was $12,939.82. The accounts
have recently been submitted to the Indian Bureau, and it is presumed
will be paid at an early date.
·
This Department has been required to issue Subsistence stores to Indians at the jmminent risk of exllausting, by such issues~ the supplies
for troops before new supplies coulu be furnished. At the present time
large amounts of supplies are being sent to Tongue River to replace
supplies which have been issued to Indians, anu additional supplies must
be sent to Fort Benton for the same purpose.
The frequeTicy with which this Department has been called upon to
furnish supplies for Indians, bas induced the belief that were all the
issuPs made by tbe Subsistence Department, a greater certainty of supply would be insured, and I know of no reason why it should not be ·
done as economically as under the present system; certainly this Department should be able to purcha e supplies as cheaply as any Department of the Government, while the force organized for the purchase
and issue ·of Subsistence stores to the troops could with little additional
expen e make all the purchases and issues to the Indians.
22 w
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Officers of the Army now inspect most of the supplies purchased for
the Indians, from which it would appear that they are cousidered reliable as well as competent judges·of the stores purchased.
STORES ISSUED TO DESTITUTE CITIZENS, MILITIA, ETC.

Rations.

The issues to destitute citizens and citizen prisoners were . , ............... .. 10,690
~55
To ~iexican prisoners...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...............
122
To colored refugees ..........................................•............•
17
To Idaho volunteers ...................••...............••••........•......
To Indian soldiers ........................................................ . 81,359
VALUE OF SUBSISTENCE SUPPLIES LOST BY DECAY, WRECKS, ETC.

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 18i7, Subsistence supplies were inspected and condemned to the value of first cost of . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29, 783 94
From such of the above as were recommended to be sold thera was realized the sum of...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9, 700 33
Total V}tlue of supplies condemned, less amount realized from such as were
sold................................................................

20,083 61

An exceedingly small amount when it is considered that over $3,000,000
was expended in the purchase of supplies, large portious of which are
sent to remote posts, where they must be kept for months on hand.
The value of the stores lost and destroyed during the operations of
the troops against the Indians was $10,361.34.
By burning anu wreck of steamers, stores valued as follows were lost:
By the burning of the steamer Montana, December 14, 1876, while en 1·oute from San
l!'rancisco with supplies for posts in Arizona:
Stores to the value of. ........................... -- ~ · .................. $36,593 14
Commissary property to the va,lue of.............................. .. .. .
246 f'7
36,839 71
Deduct amount collected as salva.ge from the Colorado Navigation Company .............................................................. .

728 05

36,111 66
By the wreck on the Yellowstone River, June 21, 187i, of the steamer Osceola, en 1·oute
to Post No. ~on the Big Horn:
tores to the value of..................................................
$891 87
Commissary property to the value of...... . . . . .. .. . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . .. ..
14 85
906 72
By the burning of the steamer Lizzie, June 17, 1 77, while en route from
New Orleans, La., stores hlVoiced by Maj. T. C. Sullivan, C. S., to the
A. A. C. S. at Fort Barranca , l! la. . .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. . . . .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. . .
By the inking, May 18, 1 77, of tile U. '. teamer J.D. Cameron in the
Mi ouri River, near the Winnebago reservation, stores to the yalue of. .

1, 498 79
1, 633 6'2

In audition to the tor lo. t b.Y the sinking of tbe steamer J. D.
Cameron,. tore. to the value of 189.69 were damaged. The e were olu
at ioux ity, Iowa, in Augu ·t, 1877; amount realized was 77 .90.
ISS ES OF OIL.

Tb i. n
il for ext rior illumination at tbe variou.· po ts under
the proYi. i n of rn ral rders .r.,..o. 17, 11 adquarter of the Army,
ljutant- 'eneral 'Office, Febrnary , 1 70, amount to 5,754k gall n .
PURCII.tSE OF S PPLIE •

.· (both tho e for i. ·ne as well a~:; for ales to offiand nli t d m u) haY , a· h retofore, b n pnrcha ed at uch point
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as the proper articles could be procured and delivered at posts most
economically, the cost of stores, cost of transportation, and wastage in
transit all being considered.
When stores are required at a post~ it is the duty of the post-comm.issary to prepare a requisition for those required, which must be approved
by the commanding officer of the post, and transmitted to the chief commissary at the headquarters of the department in which the post is
situated, with a letter "stating whether any of the stores can be obtained of good quality at or near the post, i.n what quantity, and at what
price. This letter should also communicate any information or suggestions that may be useful to the purchasing commissary or forwarding
quartermaster." As the above is contained in a note upon the printed
blank form for requisitions, there should be no excuse for a failure to
comply with its requirements.
vVith a view to the selection of the best markets in which to make ·
purchases of the stores required by these requisitions, it is prescribed
l>.v Geveral Orders No. 48, War Department, Adjutant-General's Office,
series of 187 4, thatWhenever Subsistence stores are required in any considerable quantities for any
section of country, the chief commissary of the departmeui or district whose duty it
may be to procure the same, will submit through the chief commissary of subsistence
of the division in which he may be serving, a tabular statement showing quantities
required, the quality and the prices at which stores were last obtained in the vicinity
of the sta.tion where the stores were needed. This statement will be accompanied by
snch useful information as can be obtained, in order to enable the Commissary-General
of Subsistence to determine the place and mode of procuring supplies.

Jn addition to the information thus submitted as t.o prices of stores
which can be procured at or near posts, each purchasing commissary
reports to this office the prices of the articles purchased at the depot
during the month, and is furnished l>y tile Oomrnissary-General with a
statement of the cost of the articles at each depot or purchasing-station.
From the tabular statements of cost of stores (components of the ration)
at different purchasing-depots, and the information in his possession as to
cost of transportation, the Commissary-General is enabled to ascertain
from what points stores can be most economically procured, and to give
his instructions accordingly, and the stores are purc!Jased at the purchasing-depots or at or near the posts, as may be found most economical.
When but li111ited amounts of supplies are required, they are procured
by chief commissaries of divisions or departments, or under their direction, observing the same rules r.egarding the points at which purchases
are maue that are obsen·ed by the Uommissary-General.
When time will permit and the stores are not required for immediate
delivery, the stores are purchased under due advertisement, either in
newspapers, or by circulars and posters, which are required by instructions from this office to be freely distributed.
Within the last fiscal year, 136 newspaper advertisements inviting
proposals for supplies were reported to, and 154 contracts for fresh
meats, 138 contracts for miscellaneous articles, 44 contracts for complete
rations for recruiting-parties and recruits, and 838 contracts, consistiug
of writteu proposals and acceptances, were received at til is office.
I bave entered somewhat into detail as to the manner of making requisitions and procuring supplies, as a misapprehen ion upon the subject appears to have exi ted in ome quarter , as was indicated by the
introductiou last year of a section in the bill making appropriation for
sub i tence of the Army, pre cribing the method which should be pursued in the purcha e of Subsist nee supplies, making it obligatory that
advertisements should, hereafter, be po ted at the military posts requir-
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ing such supplies, and at the towns nearest to said posts, for a period of
three months before the opening of proposalR.
From what has preceded, it is apparent that the proposed mode is
simply an extension of the existing mode so ae to require that all articles of Subsistence supplies required for use at a post shall be advertised for thereat, regardless of whether there is any market or not at
or near the post in which the articles can· be procured.
As a majority of the. posts are located on the frontiers, remote from
market-centres, it would generally be impracticable to purchase supplies
at or near posts (excep ting productions of the adjacent country which
are now purchased under the existing system) that would not have to be
brought from the large markets where there are officers of the Subsistence Department stationed, who can make purchases, at first-band, at
the lowest wholesale prices.
·
I regret to state that it bas been impracticable during the last. fiscal
year to procure in Texas nnd New Mexico all the flour required for the
posts located therein.
The chief commissary of the Department of Texas reports as follows:
The flour supplied these posts (Forts Concho and McKavett) has not been as satisfactory as desired, on account of imperfect miJ+ing, complaint being made that the
bread is dark in color. It is therefore recommended that one-half of the flour required
for these posts be furnished from other sections through this depot, and one-third the
amount required might also with advantage be supplied Forts Davis and Stockton.
Flour for Forts Clark and Duncan, as well as for San Antonio, has been furnished of
excellent qnality from Dallas, Texas, where they have :fine mills and superior wheat;
the railroad competition, however, enables the millers at Leavenworth, Kansas, and
the section about Saiut Louis, Mo., to furnish the article as low if not lower than from
Dallas. On this account large quantities of Saint Louis flour are daily sold in this
market (San Antonio) to the ex clusion of the products of the State of Texas.

The chief commissary of the district of New Mexico reports thatThe desire of the Commissary-General of Subsistence that at posts where New Mexican flour is issued one-fourth of the allowance of flour shall be issued of States' flour
has given universal satisfaction, and that no complaint as to the quality of bread has
been made since this regulation went into effect. The improved quality of the,bread is
also due to the fact that the flour manufacturers in this Territory have introduced
better machinery into their mills, and now furnish a higher grade of flour than that
formerly contracted for by the Subsistence Department.

In Montana, wheat of good quality is grown, but it has not been at
all times practicable to obtain economically in that Territory all the flour
required, on account of the limited amount of wheat produced there;
but the chief commissary of the Department of Dakota has recently
reported that it is probable that it will be practicable to purcba e during the current year all that will be required, excepting for the posts on
Tongue River and the Big Horn, which have consequently been upplied
from Saint Paul and Sioux City.
An officer of the Sub.·i tence Department bas been ordered to Helena,.
Montana Territory, witt). a view of purclla ing for troop in Montana
uch upplie a can be ec nomically procured in that Territory or vicinity .
Mo.·t f he flour furni. h d to the troop in Arizona i made in Arizona a nd ~ w ~1exico, and lhe chi f cornmi sary r port that it appear
t giY g od ' < i f< ction.
Th aY raO' pri . of th compon nt f th rati n for the fi. cal year
1 iiJ- '" G, u 187G-77 ar giv en in the followiuo· taterneut:
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1875-'76.

1876-'77.

..Co

-d'o

P.]

p.§
~ .~

Articles.

g.:d~

'"'ce

Pork ..............................................••..............................
Bacon ............................................................................. .
Fresh beef ........... .' ...........................•................................
'Salt beef ................... ....... .................. . . -- ...•........ - ..... -- ..... ·
Flour . ..... . ..................................................... . ............... . ·
Hard bread ................ ......... ...•... ..... . . ............................... .
Corn-meal. .................................... ..... .............................. .
Beans ............... ......... ........ : ........................................... .
Pease ................. ............ ..... - ..... - .. - ... · · · · -· ·- ·- ·- ·--- -· ·- · · · · ·-- · · ·
Rice ............................................................................ •.
Hominy ............ .. .. ..... .......... . ......... . .......... . ......... : . .......... .

g.(j~

~b.()

~b.()

Cents.

Cents.

8~~:: ~~~:~d.:::::::::::::::::::: :: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::: :::::: ::::::

Sugar .................. _. _.. ..... _.... _................... ___ . _.......... . .... __ ... .

~!~~!:~:::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

!~~~~-: ~~-:-~:-: ~ ~-: -: -:-~ ~-~ :-: -: ~ ~ :·~ ~ -:~ -: ~ ~ ~ -: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~:: -: ~ ~ ~ ~: ~: ~:: ~::::: ~::: ~:::::::.::

10. 89
13.31
8. 798
11.44 .
3. 37
5. 04
1. 86
2. 92
3. 92
7. 6ti
2. 86
22.80
28.86
9. 93
22.65
17.14
6. 04
. 914
28.89

9. 24
10.93
R497
8. 98
3.56
5. 08
1.71
3. 26
3. 68
6. 85
2. 78
21. 48
26.68
10.60
23.45
16.12
6. 06
. 903
27.01

The average prices of fresh beef, as per contracts in force in the last
two fiscal years, were as follows in the several States and Territories:
IPrice per pound.

Price per pound.

State or Territory.

State or T erritory.
1 1876.

1876.

1877.

1877.

-----11-----------------------1-----Maine .................. . ....... .
Ma ~ achusetts ..... . ...... ..... ..
Rhode Island ........ ...... ...... .
Connecticut .................... ..
NewYork ...................... ..

~!~,~r;'da~:~.::::: ·.:::::::::: ::::

D~st~ic_t of Columbia ........... ..
V1rgtn1a .................. . ...... .
North Carolina ................. ..

~:~\~~~~-~~~-~~-_:_~_:_~_~::::::: ~::::::

~}!~~!~i~:: ~:::::::: :::::: ::::::

.Arkansas ...................... ..
Texas ........................... .
Tennessee ...................... ..
Kentucky ..................... ..

Cents.

Cents.

12.50
13.62
10.50
10.00
11.50
12.37
1l. 47
13.00
10. 59
10.45
9. 87
7. 50
9. 00
8. 75
9. 00
9. 75
7. 41
5. 67
F.. 00
8. 80

12.50
12.25
9. 00
9. 40
9. 73
10. ag
Fl. 97
8. 00
7:73
11.12
9. 68
7. 99
10. 00
7. 91
9. 48
8. 00
7. 31
5. 71
8. 37
7. 43

Oents.
Ohio·----------- ............... .
Dlinols ...•. .................... .

~~~~~~~f:::::: ::::::::::::::::::

Minnesota ..................... .
Nebraska ...................... .
Kansas .... ..... ........ ........ .
Indian Territory ............... .
Wyoming T~rritory ... . ....... .
Dakot11 Terntory ............... .
New Mexico Territory .......... .
Colorado ...... .. ...... ......... ·.
Utah Territory ...........•..... .
Montana Territory-·---~----····
California . ..................... .
Arizona T erritory ............ ..
Washington Territory ......... .
Idaho Territory ................ .
Nevn,da ....................... .
Oregon ........................ .

8. 30
9. 50
11.87
6. 82
7. 61
ti. 53
8. 90
5. 82
7. 01
8. 34
7. 13
6. 44
5. 01
5. 91
6. 28
9. 73
5. 76
8.16
9. 81
7. 24

Oents.
8. 90
7. 75
10.00
5. 20
7. 29
6. 88
7, 84
6. 87
7. 78
8. 58
6. 51
7.14
6. 37
6. 08
8.30
11.79
5. 86
7. 25
8. 76
6.18

TOBACCO.

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, tobacco to the value of
136,471.41 was sold to enlisted men under the autlwrity and requirements of section 6 of the act approved March 6, 1865, (sections 114t} and
1301 Revised Statutes,) and 47,483! pounds of chewing and 19,801!
pounds of smoking tobacco were sold to officers and enlisted men under
the provisions of section 1144 Revised Statutes. During the same period
there has been returned to the appropriation for the supsistence of the
rmy, through the Pay Department, on account of tobacco furnished
and charged upon pay-rolls,. 136,471.41.
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ACCOUNTS AND RETURNS.

During the fiscal year there were received from 519 officers performingduty in the Subsistence DepartmentReturns of provisions . ____ .. ____ .. _..•. _..•.................. . - -- .. -- . - - --.
Returns of commissary property . ___ •. . ___ .. ___ .............•...... -- .. ---.
Accounts-current._ ..... __ ... __ . _. _. _....•... _.••........ ___ ....•.... -.--...

2, 560·
1, 022
2, 876

Total received ..••.•.••• _....•••••...•.. _............•••......... - .•• -

6, 458

During the same period there were examined in this office and forwarded to the Third Auditor, the returns for file and the accounts-current
for final settlementReturns of provisions .....•. _.... . . . . . . . . . • 2, 424, accompanied by 30, 451 vouchers.
Returns of commissary property .. ___ ... ___ . 1, 0:~1, accompanied by 2, 323 vonchers.
Accounts, current ...... ____ ---- .... ____ .... ~. 727, accompanied by 36,233 vouchers.
Total ....•• ---· .... ·-·--- ____ ..•.•. _ 6,11:39, accompanied by 69,007 vouchers.

From which it will be seen that it has been impracticable to examine
all the returns and acconnts received at this office, although all the
available clerical force not required for the transaction of the other most
important current business has been transferred to this branch of the·
bureau.
SUBSISTENCE OF RECRUITS AND RECRUITING-PARTIES.

The amount paid for subsisting recruiting-parties and recruits during.
the fiscal year has been $24,659.90 .
.AMOUNT RECEIVED FROM SALES TO OFFICERS .AND ENLISTED ]fEN.

The amount received from sales of Subsistence stores to officers and
enlisted men, made under authority of section 114:1 Revised Statutes,
has been $814,869.26.
The following table will indicate the amount sold in each departmeut:
Divisions, <lepartments, &c.

Enlisted
men.

Officers.

Con·
demned
supplies.

Military Division of tbe .At-

Jan tic * ...... -....•......

Mili~ry ~apartment

of the
Missoun ...... .. ........ .
Military Department of Dakota .................... .
Military Department of
Texas .................•.
Military Department of the
Gulf ......................
M~litary Department of Californ1a ........... .... . ....
Military Department of the
Platte ........... .... .....
Military D partm en t of the
olnmbia ................
MihtaryDepartm ntof.Ari·
zona ......................
:Military D partmentof tho
· utb. ................... .
Ar nals . ..................
Recruitin~-depots ..........
Miacellaneou ..............

Tobacco.

Chewing.

Smoking.

293 00

Pounds.
:-J, 020~

1, 997 47

11, 767!

6, 4i?O 32

2, 9BOB

2,.247 34

3, 966 84

7, 586

3, 943 92

2, 525

2,167 87

1, 693 90

5, 996

3,114 50

1, 275

1,129 Ill

10, 899 57

542 73

1, 433

742 20

14,295 52

570 61

1, 391~

712 86

1, 234

870 64

65,436 91

65,128 69

235 24

5, 01:!3 12

4,174

3, 005 49

18,897 40

14,203 76

2.'38 76

1, 373~

719 04

36,729 51

3!1, 260 59

7

15

3,57~

1, 839 07

19,791
7, 7 5
G, 329
730

13, 193 5·1
3, 127 35
1, 5·18 00

574 77
9 86
5 45

1, 1!121
2:!--li
570

6 6 25
115 53
314 71

-9, 700 33 47,4 3i

25, 044 52

Pounds.

13,293 27

'22, 043 07

521 41

2, 2331

69,055 38

54,731 81

560 61

75,926 77

80,444 30

69,609 64

39,433 58

15,707 13
16,312 55

45
43
84
4

~

10,141

~1,

679~

886i
1, 610
1, 094f
164 ~

1521

514 34

622 65
2, 295 46
749 29
156 53
142 50

.................. . ............... ........... . ....................... ........ ...... ................

Grand to I. ........ -. 415, 586 12 1 358, 30!) 78
~ Department

of West Point included.

f10.0ii' 15, 92"14
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CLAIMS.

Under the third section of the act of Jnly 4, 1864, and the acts supplementary thereto, 155 claims for Subsistence supplies alleged to have
been furnished to the Army by loyal citizens in States not in rebellion,
and receipted for by the proper officer receiving the eame, or to have
been taken by such officers without giving such receipts, were :filed in
this office for examination. Of this class of claims, 10, amounting to
$1,335.76, were examined and recommended to the Third Auditor of the
Treasury for payment; 55, amounting to $70,319.92, were rejected; 17
rejected claims were re-examined upon new evidence, 2 of which were
allowed and 15 agaiu rejected.
During the :fiscal year, 150 certificates for commutation of rations to
Union soldiers while prisoners of war were received at this office and
referred to the proper disbursing-officer of this Department for payment.
These certificates amounted in the aggregate to $3,387.25.
The Secretary of the Treasury, on the 20th of April last, decided that
the permanent appropriation made by the joint resolution of July 25,
1866, for the payment of commutation of rations of Union soldiers while
held as prisoners of war in the rebel States, does not come within the
exceptions enumerated in section 5 of the act of June 20, 1874, and that,
therefore, he is not authorized to draw any money from the Treasury in
payment of such claims. Under .this decision, the settlement of approved claims arising under the joint resolution of July 25, 1866, and
section 3 of the act of March 2, 1867, will be unavoidably delayed until
the necessary balances for their pa.yment have been re-appropriated at the
next sesr;; ion of Congress. This delay is a hardship to an especially
meritorious and generally needy class of claimants, and to obviate it
it is recommended that section 5 of the act of June 20, 187 4, be amended
so as to include the above-mentioned appropriation in the exceptions
mentioned in the proviso of the said section.
In addition to claims under the allOve-mentioned special acts of Congress, 361 ordinary claims,· amounting (estimated) to $50,189.34, have
been received, of which 201, amounting to $27,379.56, have been recom·mended for payment; 29, amounting to $4,526.62, have been rejected;
29, amounting to $1,009.33, haYe been partially examined; 12, amounting to $695, have been referred elsewhere; 87, amounting to $16,499.58,
have been reported on; and 3, amounting to $79.25, have received no
action. Of this class of claims, 9 old cases have been completed, and
allowed in the sum of $6,396.81, and 4, amounting to $49!.50, have been
again rejected; 17, amounting to $9,370.61, have been re-examined upon
new evidence and recommended for payment; 24 have been reported
on, 1 re-examined and again rejected, 1 partially re·examined, and 1
referred elsewhere. In connection with these and other claims, 550
letters haYe been written and about 200 iuquiries answered .
.A.s stated in my last annual report, since the passage of the act of
August 15, 1876, it lJas become necessary to transfer to other branches of
the bureau all except one of the clerks who lJad previously been employed in the examination of claims. From the above statement of
claim received and examined, it will appear that nearly one hundred
more have been received, than examined, thus adding to the numb0n·
before this bureau unexamined, and wlJich justice to the claimants a~dl
the Government demands slJould be promptly decided. This, how~v.er,,
cannot l>e done with the clerical force at present employed. Sho\hl!d. the.
necessary clerical force be authorized,it will still be impracticable to properly investigate the claims presented under the act of July 4, 1864, unles
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an appropriation be maue for the employment and transportation of
officers and agents to investigate the claims. I tlJerefore recommend
that an appropriation be made for this purpose, and that the Commissary-Gelleral may be authorized, under the direction of the Secretary of
War, to detail such officers of the Subsistence Department and employ
such agents as in his opinion may be necessary for the proper investigation of claims presented to him under that act, and that the mileage
of officers and expenses and compensation of agents b~ paid from the
appropriation; and that the expenses and compensation of said agents
shall not exceed what is allowed to similar agents now authorized by law
to be appointed by the Commissioners of Claims, viz, "their actual and
necessary tniveling expenses, tlJe expenses paid out in investigating
claims, procuring witnesses,.and taking testimony, and $6 a day while
employed in the discharg~ of their duties)'
I renew the recommendation made in my last annual report, that
after tlJe completion of the examination of the war-claims now on :file
in this office upon which action bas been taken, the examination of all
others be transferred to some other tribunal to he established for tlJe
purpose, and for the reason given in that report I would eRpccially invite your attention thereto so far as it relates to this subject.
COMMISSARY· SERGE AN'l'S.

The experience of the past year has confirmed me in tlJe opinion expressed in my last ann~al report,~' that officers hau not been sufficiently
critical and careful in makiug their recommendations 77 for appointment
of commissary-sergeants. Several have been guilty of selling stores
without authority, and have absconded. with the proceeds of the unauthorized sales, aud some with the proceeds of authorized sales. Most,
if not all, of t-he e peculations conl<l have been prevented bad officers
who were responsible for stores exercised dne care in the performance
of their duties, and not devolved upon commissary-sergeants duties
belonging to themselves, intrusting them unnece.s sarily with care of
fund as well as stores, and I recommend that in all cases where stores
or funds have b~en lost or stolen through the neglect of officers,
whether commanding officers or acting assistant commissaries of subsistence, to properly perform their duties, the officers shall be charged
with the full value of the stores and the funds lost or improperly disposed of.
I renew the recomm nuation maue by the (then) Commissary-General
(General A. E. Shira ) in lJi annual report for 1874, ''that the act oi
March 3, 1 73, authorizing the employment of commissary-sergeants be
Roam nde<.l a to allow the ecretary of \.Var to select such sergeants
from the nli ted men of the Army." The present mode of selection unju tly di criminate again t a cla s of clerk and a::s i tants who for
years ba e been detailed on duty in the Sub i tence Department.
CO:MPANY·COOIC '.

xt acts from a com·
, 1876, with the view
invited to uch of the recom. I am of the opinion that th ffici ocy of the Army would be increa eel and d ertJou 1 . ned wer .a cook enli t d £ r ach company, with xtra pay, say ,'4 in xce.
f th~ }" Y f a pnv:~t and cho l for tb in. truction o.f co ks e tabli hed at th
crmtJUg·d ·po a I< or Colum bu , . Y., and 'olumbu Barracks, Ohio.
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POST-BAKERS.

I also think that ·bakers should be specially enlisted·, paid extra pay,
say $4 per month, and assigned to posts as are commissary-sergeants.
I recommend that, should schools for cooks be established at recruiting-depots, bakers should also be instructed at the same schools.
ACTING .ASSIST.AN'l' COn-IMISS.ARIES OF SUBSISTENCE.

As assistant commissaries of subsistence are not now authorized by
law, I would suggest that that portion of section 1261 Revised Statutes
which :fixes the pay of an acting assistant commissary of subsistence, in
addition to pay of his rank, should be so ~odified as to substitute for
the words "acting assistant commissary," the words" acting c~mmissary
of subsistence."
I

PURCHASES ON 'CREDIT.

As no appropriation for subsistence of the Army has been made for
the current fiscal year, supplies (with the exception of the limited
amounts which could be purchased from proceeds of sales of Subsistence.
supplies) lJave been procured on credit, under authority of the Secretary
of War, as promulgated in General Orders No. 49, Headquarters of the
Army, Adjutant-General's Office, current series, and the necessary employes have been continued in service under authority of the Secretary
of War, as promulgated in General Orders No. 50, Headquarters of the
Army, Adjutant-General's Office, current series.
The following instructions, with reference to the purchase of stores
and the erpployment of necessary assistants, based upon the two orders
above referred to, were issued from this office:
The following instructions have been approved by the Secretary of ·war, and are
published for the information and guidance of all concerned:
.
"The provisions of General Orders No. 49, Headquarters of the Army, Adjutant-General's Office, current series, with reference to advertisements for 'contracts,' will also
apply to advertisements and circulars inviting proposals for 'purchases,' i. e., they
must aU state that 'payment depends upon a future appropriation for the purpose,'
and biuders must state in their proposals that they bid with that understanding.
When the public exigencies render it necessary to purchase Subsistence supplies without advertisements or circulars, the parties from whom purchases are made must be
distinctly informed of the above-named contingency upon which payment depends.
All contracts made under authority of the order above mentioned must contain the
following as an article thereof:
" 'That it is expressly agreed and understood that this contract is made under General
Order No. 49, Headquarters of the Army, dated May 15, 1877, and under authority of
the following law: Section 3732 Revised Statutes, "No contract or purchase on behalf
of the United States shall be made, unless the same is authorized by law or is under an
appropriation adequate to its fulfillment, except in the War and Navy Departments,
for clothing, subsistence, forage, fuel, quarters, or transportation, which, however,
shall not exceed the necessities of the current year," and that payment depends upon a
future appropriation for the purpose, with the following exception, viz, when funds
received from sales of Subsistence supplies are available for the purpose, payment
therefrom may be made f o r - - accepted under this contract.'
"Certified vouchers givon for supplies purchased under authority of the above-mentioned order must state that they wore so purchased, and that payment therefor depends upou a future appropriation for the purpose.
''Each officer giving certified vouchers for Subsistence supplies purchased on crecl.it
will keep a list thereof, the vouchers to be entered in the order in which they are
given, and payment m~de thereon iu the Rame order, when funds for the purpose are
received.
"Abstracts of purchases will be transmitted as required by existing regulations and
orders, and when certified accounts have been given, as authorized by General Orders
No. 49, the bet will be stated in the column of remarks. Attention is particularly invited to the fact that the order authorizes such purchases only to be made as may be
r

346

REPORT OP THE SECRETARY OP W .AR.

necessary 'to meet actual necessities until Congress shall have had time to act upon
an appropriation bill .' No supplies for issue or for sales to officers and enlisted meri
will be purchased until the quantities on hand are so far exhausted as to render the
purchase of new stores' an indispensable requirement of the servicE·.'
"The proceeds of sales of Subsistence supplies which may be on hand at the close of
the current :fiscal year, and not required to pay for fresh supplies which have been
purchased prior to that time, and all which may be .received from the same source
after June 30, 1877, and prior to the passage of an act making appropriation for subsistence of the Army for the next :fiscal year, may be expended in the purchase of stores
for sales to officers and enlisted men, fresh beef, company and hospital savings, and
articles of the ration from other sources, in the order named."

The employes continued in service were required to sign an agreement of the following form :
We, the undersigned employes of the Subsistence Department, UnitEd States Army
hereby voluntarily stipulate that if our services are absolutely necessary and ordered
to be continued by the proper authority, we will continue upon duty without contract
or agreement to be paid therefor, and will claim no compensation for the services rendered unless_Congress makes an appropriation for the purpose.

And the officer requiring the services the following:
I certify that the services of the above-named employes are absolutely necessary to
enable me properly to perform ruy duty as - - - a t - - - .

-·-- ---,

No difficulty bas been experienced in purchasing the necessary supplies, and at most points the prices paid have not been more in excess
of the cash prices than the usual rates of interest upon the cash value
of the stores for the time which would probably elapse between the
date of purchase of the stores and the date of payment; but, in some
places where there was but little competition, excessive prices appear
to have been demanded, as in portions of Montana, (where supplies
were required for General Howard's command.) These stores have not
been paid for. The question of prices will be thoroughly invest.i gated,
and the amounts which may appear just to the seller and the Government allowed.
DESIGNATION OF ARTICLES 'rOBE SOLD TO OFFICERS AND ENLISTED
MEN.

I respectfully recommend tbat section 1144 Hevised Statutes be so
amend d as to authorize the Oommi sary-General, with the approval
of the ecretary of War, to designate the articles which shall be kept
on band by the Sub i tence Department for sale to officers and enli ted
men, and that section 12f)!) and 1300 be amended accordingly.
The return of the ·tore purcha ed and sold being examined in thi
office, the Commi ary- eneral can readily determine which of the article purcba, ed are not in demand, or cannot be upplied without much
lo to the Governm nt, and the want of the officers and enli ted m n
can pr ba ly be m re r adily o tained by the Oommi ary- en raJ, who
i inc n tant corr p nden · with the officer performing Sub i t nee
duty at all o t , than by the in 'pector -g 11 ral who vi it tl.le po t at
int rvaL·.
BURE.A.U CLERKS.

pr priati n for the clerical force for the offi e f
orumi, r ·ral, for the fi cal ;)ear nding June 30, 1 7 ,
tim t d f r 1 chi f clerk, 2 cl rk of cla. 4, 4 of cla 3, 5 o ·
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class 2, 13 of class I, I messenger, 3laborers, and 2 watchmen. The clerical force is the same that has been estimated for since I~73, with the ad·
dition of 1 clerk of class I, experience having shown that the business
of the office cannot be properly conducted with the number heretofore
estimated for, while this office is charged with the examination of warclaims. ·
This number of clerks is the same as now employed in this office, but
five of those employed are (enlisted men) on duty in this bureau by
special assignment of the Secretary of War, and the sixth is a messenger in the War Department, detailed for duty as a clerk in this
bureau.
I am of the opinion that no enlisted men should be employed in this
office by detail from the War Department or bureaus thereof or elsewhere, unless in case of emergency, but that the number necessary
should be appropriated for. Certainly if this should ~e done the duties
of the office would be better performed and the exact cost of the force
employerl be known and charged against the proper appropriation.
ADVERTISING.

In connection with the subject of advertising, I would respectfully
invite your attention to the following extract from a communication
addressed to your predecessor on the 8th of November, I876:
Section 3709, Revised Statutes, requires that "all purchases and contracts for supplies
or services in any of the Departments of the Government, except for personal services~
shall be made by advertising a sufficient time previously for proposals respecting the
same, when the public exigencies do not require the immediate delivery of the article
or performance of the service. When immediate delivery or performance is required
by the public exigency, the articles or service required may be procured by open purchase or contract, at the places and in the manner in which such articles are usually
bought and sold or such services engaged between individuals/'
Section 3828, Revised Statutes, provides that "no advertisement, notice, or proposal
for any Executive Department of the Government, or for auy bureau thereof, or for
~ny office therewith connected, shall be published in any newspaper whatever, except
in pursuance of a written authority for such publication from the bead of such De·
partment; and no bill for any such advertising or publication shall be paid unless
there be presented with such bill a copy of such written authority.''

Section 3, Revised Regulations of the War Department relative t(}
newspaper advertising, requires that'
Officers, in advertising
* * for proposals for contracts or for proposals for sup·)f

plies, will allow at least thi1·ty days to intervene between the date of the first publication
of the advertisement aud the date designated in suoh advertisement * * * or for the
opening of bids.

Compliance with section 3828 and section 3 of the regulations above referred to renders it impracticable to advertise for stores at most depots
and posts, unless they are not required for more than 40 days after the
receipt of requisitions, and at remote posts, as in .Arizona, Ualifornia,.
and Oregon, to apply for authority to advertise, receive it, and advertise for 30 days, will consume from 45 to 90 days. It is recommended
that some modification in the law, or printing regulations, or both, be
made to enable the Department to purchase supplies under advertisement which are required for shipment soon after receipt of requisition.
Were officers allowed to advertise (under regulations to be established by the Secretary of War) without previously sending a copy of
the advertisement to the War Department and procuring permission for
its insertion, stores could, as a general rule, be procured under ad vertisements even when required for early delivery. Much labor, troubfe,
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and expense in the preparation of circulars would be saved, and the
expenses of advertising would ,not be more, if as much, as under the
present system.
CHANGES OF STATIONS OF OFFICERS.

Since the date of my last annual report, the following changes in stations and assignments of officers of the Department have been made:
Maj. B. Du Barry bas relieved Maj. M. R. Morgan ~s purchasing and
depot commissary of subsistence at New York City, N. Y.; Maj. J\I. R.
Morgan has relieved Oapt. Charles McClure as chief commissary of subsistence, Department of Dakota; Maj. George Bell bas relieved Capt.
S. T. Cushing as chief commissary of subsistence of t,be Department of
the South; Captain Cushing has relieved Capt. 0. P. Eagan as purchasing and depot commissary of subsistence at San Francisco; Captain
Eagan bas been assigned to duty as chief commissary of subsistence of
the Department of Arizona, relieving Capt. Thomas Wilson, who was
assigned to duty as purcllasing and depot commissary of subsistence at
Boston.
· Capt. W. A. Elderkin relieved Capt. J. F. Weston as purchasing and
t.lepot commisbary of subsistence at Sioux City; and Captain Weston was,
at my request, ordered to report to the commanding general of the Department of Dakota, for assignment to duty at posts on the Missouri,
Yellowstone, or the Big Horn River, or with troops in the .field, and on
being relieved from such duty by the department commander, to proceed
to Helena, M. T., and assume the duties of purchasing and depot commissary of subsistence at that place.
.
In compliance with instructions given by the department commander,
Captain Weston was assigned to duty as chief commissary of the Yellowtone command, in which position be remained until relieved from that
duty, under instructions of the department commander, dated August
3, which were issued in accordance with suggestions from this office,
his services being much needed in Montana, where he is now on duty.
It is to be regretted that be could not have reached his new station
sooner than be did, as his services were req aired to assist in supplying
General Howard's command; but as the troops he was ordered to accompany from Tongue River were absent in pursuit of Indians when the
orders for them to go to Fort Ellis were received, and it was impracticable for him to go direct without an escort. It was .finally found nece ary to order him, via Bismarck, Saint Paul, Omaha, and Corinne,
to enable him to reach Montana in time to be of service in the purchase
of the winter supplieR for the troops.
:Major Morgan, ince hi. assignment to duty as chief commissary of
ub i t nee of the Department of Dakota, bas visited the posts along
the Mi ouri River above and including Fort A. Lincoln and those in
.1lontana. He report that at l\1i soula, the new po t now building,
which i ju t at the entrance of the fertile Bitter Root Valley, flour,
bacon, bean , and vegetable can b purcha ed, and that exc~llent flour
can b purcba ed in many other place in J\fontana, and that the price
c t whi h b
f ha been contr cted for (in l\Iontana) speak for the abunda
of cattle in that country.
L BOR

TRUCE

L~

:3llLI'l'.ARY DlVISI N OF 'fHE ATLANTI '.

or trou 1 . ''ol. f. lJ. L. imp on, chi f comf the lilitary Divi ion of the Atlantic, wa
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ordered by the major-general commanding the military division to Philadelphia, to supervise the supply of subsistence to the troops in the·
f.m-~~
division, which were so rapidly moving from point to point.
Maj. George Bell, chief commissary of subsistence of the Department
of the South, was ordered to Louisville, Ky., for a similar purpose, and
Capt. Thomas Wilson to Philadelphia, proceeding thence, under the
orders of the major-general commanding the division, to points in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and the District of Columbia, to inspect the condition of the Subsistence Department, and arrange for the proper supply
of the troops.
·
Satisfactory arrangements for the subsistence of all the troops are·
understood to have been made.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. MACFEELY,
Comrn i ssary- General of Subsistence.
Hon. GEo. W. McCRARY,
Secretary of War.
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REPORT
OF

THE SURGEON-GENERAL.
W .AR DEP ARTMEN'l', SURGEON-GRNERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, October l, 1877.
SrR: I hase the honor to submit the following statement of finances
and general transactions of the Me<lieal Department of the Army for
tue fiscal year ending June 30, 1877:
. I<'INANCIAL STATEMENT.

Medical and hospital department. Tmnsjer acconnt under act of MaTch 3, 1873. Stat. 17,
.
p. 536.
July 1,1876, balance on hand .... ...................................... $165,398 72
June 30,1877, disbursed during the fiscal year................. ... ........
208 20
Jnne 30,1877 .................................... ·.... ~ ........... -~----

165,190 52

Medical and hospital department 1871, and prior yem·s.
July 1,1876, balance on hand .............................. --~---......
Mar. 14, 1877, reappropriated by act of March 3, 1877 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4'3 37
2, 260 46

Total ........•.....................•.•..•.•.................... - .
•Jnne30, 1877, disbursed during the year ...................... $2,195 04
June 30, 1877, to be carried to surplus fund .................. .·
45 54.

2,308 83
2,240 58

Balance remaining..................................................... .

68 25

Medical and hospital department, 1873.
July 1,1876, balance on hand .. ....................................... ..
Mar. 14, 1877, reappropriated by act of March 3, 1877 ...••...............
Total • . . . . . . . . . . . . .••............ _....••.. : . ................ _..
June30,1877,disbursedduringtheyear .......................
$1110
June 30, 1877, to be carried to surplus fund .................... 16, 000 00

16,000 00
11 10

---16,011 10

16,011 10

Medical and hospital depaTtment, 1874.
July 1,1876, balance on hand ......................................... .
J nne 30, 1977, disbursed during the year . .. . . . . . . . . . . • .• .. . . . .
$276 80
J u ue 30, 1877, to be carried to surplus fund...... . . .. . . . .. . . . . • 2, 839 40

3,116 20
3,116 20

Medica.l and hospital depm·trnent, 1875.
July 1,1 76, balance on band ......................................... .
June :30, 18i7, refunded during the year ................................ .

1,928 10
53 62

Total ................................. _. _........ _.... __ ....... .
Jone 30, l877, disbursed during the year.......................
$144 47
June 30,1877, to be canied to surplus fund.................... 1, 837 25

1,981 72

23 w

1,981 72
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]{edical and hospital depart·rnent, 1876.
July 1, 1876, balance on band ................................•.........
June30, 1877, refunded during the year ..................• 7 • • • • • • • • • • • • •

$53,222 83
19,770 ~1

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .... _... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
June 30, 1877, disbursed during the year ... ~.. .. .. . . .. . .. . . . .. . .. .. . .. . ..

72, 993 64
72, 716 77

Balance remaining ........................•...................... .. ....

~76

87

Medical and hospital drpa1·tment, 1877.
Aug. 18, 1876, appropriated by act of July 24, 1876 .................... ..
Mar. 14, 1877, approptiated by a"t of March 3, 1877 ..................... .
June 30, 1877, refunded during the year __ ............. . ·................ .

175,000 00
~5,000 00
158 95

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

200, 158 95

Disbursed during the year forMedical and hospital supplies ............................ .. $113,491 98
7,593 07
Expenses of purveying depots ............................. .
34,406 01
Pay of employes ........................................ ..
8,049 07
Medical attendance, nursing, &c .................... .. .... .
1,574 67
Medical attendance, nursing, for signal-service ............ .
4,785 63
Miscellaneous expenses .............•....•.................
June 30,1877, balance remaining:.~...................................

16H,900 43
*30,258 52

.Approp1·iation for providing fo1' the comfort of sick and dischm·ged soldiers, wnder act of
.July 5, 1862. Stat. 12, p. 508.
July 1, 1876, balance ou band ............................... . ........ .
June26, 1877,transfl:!rred to United States Treasurer ................. ..

$7,644 10
7,644 10

M1tseum and library, 1876.
July 1, 1876, balance on band ....................................... ..
June 30, 1877, disbursed during the year .............................. ..

374 76
374 76

Museum and librm·y, 1877.
Appt·opriated by act of July 24, 1 76 ........ ..................... .... ..
Disbursetl during the year ............................................ .

10,000 00
8,885 07

June 30, 1 77, balance remaining............... .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . . . .. .

"1, 114 93

Medical and Surgical History.

First edition.

July 1, 1 76, balanne on band ............................. .
Transferred from second edition ......................... ..

$1,859 39
10,000 00

Di bursed during the year ........................................... ..

11, 59 39
2,967 75

June 30, 1 77, balance remah1ing ............................ ____ .... ..

' 91 ti4

Medical ancl " urgical History.

Second edition .

.July 1,1 76, balance on band ........................................ ..
T~an ferr d to_ fir t edition .. . ... .. .... .. .... .. .... .... ....
10,000 00
• bur· d unrmg tb y ar....... ..................... .... .
10, 21 0
Trau f, rred to Unit d tat s Tr a ur r. . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .
3, 992 21

24, 14 01

24, 14 01

balan e i r<qoire·l to me t obligations contract d prior to July 1 1 ,;,
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Artificial limbs, 1877.

Appropriated by act of March 23, 1876:
Army pensions.... . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . $50, O(lO 00
Navy pensions .. : ........................ ·.···..........
2,000 00
Appropriated by act of March 3, 1877.... . .. . . • . . .. .. . . .. .. . 212, 947 00
.
- - - $264, 947 00
Disbursed during the year ......... ..... ........... :. . . • . . . 201, 805 32
Transferred to U. S. Treasurer .................. ·. . . . . .. .. .. .
24 85
- - - 201, ~30 17
.
J nne 30, 1877, balance remaining.... . .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . . .. . . .. .. .. . . ..
Surgical appliances for the relief of persons disabled in the militm·y

01·

63, 116 83

naval sert'ice.

Appropriated July 24, 1876 ............................ .. ............. ..
Disbursed during tile year ................ ............................ ..
June30, 1877, balance remaining .................... ................. ..
Amount expended under the act of May 28, 1872, to provide for furnishing trusses to ruptured soldiers ................ - ................. ..

$5,000 00
1~1 50

--4,878 50
2,930 60

ARTIFICIAL LIMBS AND .APPLIANCES

The number of injuries for which· artificial limbs or commutation was
allowetl wasIn kind. B.r commutation

·.·.-.·.-.-...·.·.-.-.·. -.-.-.-.._._._._ ·.·. ·.·.._._._._._._ ._._._._._._ ._._._._·. ~ ~::: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

2~~

Feet ... _......... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hands ................................... .. ...... ···•········
Apparatus for arms..........................................
Apparatus for legs...........................................

1

9

1
1

18
340
196

307

3,855

r~~SS-.-.·.·.

1,268
2,024

It will thus be seen that the ratio of those who receiYed limbs in kind
to those wlw elected to receiYe commutation was 1 to 12.557, the ratio
during the previous year having l>een 1 to 6.147.
Tlle following cases were presented for relief of persons disal>led in
more than one limb : Seven cases of amputation of both legs, fiye of
. both arms, two of one leg and one arm, one of one leg and one foot, one
of une arm and one hand, one of one leg amputated and one arm disabled, three of one arm amputated and the other disabled, twenty-two of
both legs disabled, eight of one leg and one arm dis~bled, and two of
disability of both legs and both arms.
llEALTH OF THE ARMY DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE

30,

1877.

Tlle monthly reports of 8ick and wounded received at this office, up
to August 4, represent an a\erage mean trength of 23,284 white and
2,075 colored troops.
Among the white troops, the total number of cases of all kinds reported a taken on the sick-list was 40,171, being at the rate of 1, 725
per 1,000 of mean strength. (This is about seven entries on sick-report
during the year to every four men.) Of this number, 34,521, or 1,482
per 1,000 of strength, were takeu on sick-report for disease, and 5,650, or
243 per 1,000 of strength, for wounds, accidents, and injurieR of all
kind .
The average number constantly on sick-report during the year was
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1,026, or 44 per 1,000 of mean strength. Of these, 793, or 34 per 1,000
of strength, were constantly under treatment for disease, and. 233, or 10
per 1,000 of strength, for wounds, accidents, and injuries.
The total number of deaths reported from all causes was 260, or 11 per
1,000 of mean strength. Of these, 180, or 8 per 1,000 of strength, died
of disease, and 80, or 3 per 1,000 of strength, of wounds, accidents, and
injuries.
. .
·
.
.
The proportion of deaths from all causes to cases treated was 1 to 155.
The total number of white soldiers reported to have ben1 discharged
the sen>ice on "surgeon's certificate of disability'' was 747, or 3J per
1,000 of mean strength.
Among the colored troops, the total n amber of cases of all kinds reported was 4,348, being at the rate of 2,095 per 1,000 of mean strength.
Of these, 3,779, or 1,821 per ·J,OOO of mean strength, were cases of disease, and 569, or ~74 per 1,000 of strength, were wounds, accidents, and
iniuries.
·The a\·erage number con~tantly on 1'ick-report was 99, or 48 per 1,000
of mean strength, of whom 77, or 31 per 1,000, were under treatment
for disease, and 22, or 11 per 1,000, for wounds, accidents, and injuries.
The total number of deaths reported from all causes was 32, or 15 per
1.000 of mean strength. Of these) 15, or 7 per 1,000 of mean strength,
dieu of disease, and 17, or 8 per 1,000, of wonnds, accidents, and injuries.
The proportion of deaths from all causes to cases treated was 1 to 136.
The total 11urn ber of colored soldiers reported to have been discharged
on " .surgeon's certifieate of disability" was 58, or 28 per 1,000 of mean
strengtlJ.
YELLOW FEVER.

Yellow fe,·er mr~de its appearance in the city of Savannah, Ga.,
during August, J876, and prevailed for several months, causing 876
deaths among the citizens. Company D, Fifth Artiliery-43 officers and
men-then stationed at Oglethorpe Barracks, was withdrawn August
2D, and went into camp at station Four-and-a-half on the Georgia Central Hailroad (in Screven County), forty-six miles northwest from the
city. This movement was successful in preserving it from the ravages
of the epidemic. But two cases, both of which terminated in recovery,
are reported to haYe occurred iu camp. On the other hand, a non-com-·
missioned officer left on duty at the barracks, as well as a non-commissioned officer and a private soldier of the sig nal-service on duty in Savannah, were attackeu by the fever and all died. Also, a non-commis·
sioned officer of the signal-service, stationed on Tybee Island, at the
month of the Savannah River, contracted the di ease, probably, it i
reported, by vi iting the infected city, but fortunately recovered. The
epidemic having Rub ideu, tbe command returned to Oglethorpe Barracks November 23.
WORK PERFOR?IIED IN 'J'IIE RECORD AND PENSION DIVISION.
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miscellaneous sources. Search was made and replies furui~Led to the
proper authoritie.:; in 14,650 cases, viz: 10,976 to the Commissioner of
Pensions, 3,335 to the Adjutant-General of the Army, and 339 to miscellaneous sources. In other words, it was not possible ·with the clerical
force of the division to make search and giYe replies in one-half the
cases as to w!Jjch information was desired, and, as a consequence, 18,697
cases remained unsearched on the 1st of July, 1877, a number of cases
representing ratller more tllaH a year anq a quarter's work for tile clerical force then employed.
This condition of affairs is in every way deplorable. Its unavoidable
consequence bas been that the just claims of the families of soldiers
dead or disabled during the war and referred to this office for information indispensable at once to protect the government and the claimant,.
must wait for rather more than a year · and a quarter uefore the\r turn
is reached.
Nor can it be hoped that a solution of the difficulty is to be found in
any very speedy diminution in the number of demands annually made on
this office. The number recei\'ed during the past year is, it is true, several thousand less than the number received during the previous y~ar,
but it is nevertheless rather greater than tbe average number recei\ed
annually during the past seven yea.rs, as will be seen by the following
table:
Number of official dernancls jm· information.

Fiscal year ending June ::lO, 1tl70 ........................................... 22,565
:Fiscal year ending June 30, 1871...... .••••.. ...... .. ...• .•.• . • ...... ..... . 19,844
l?iscal year ending June 30, 1872 .....•..•..••••.•••••.• ·..•................• ·19,237
Fiscal year ending June 30, 1873.... .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. ... . ... . .. . .. . .. . . 16,601
Fiscal year eudi ng June 30, 1:374 ............•..•.•...• _•.....•..•• _.. . • • • . . 17, 9fi7
Fiscal year en ding Jnue 30, 1875.. .... .. . . .... ..• .. . . . . .•. . . . . .. . . . . .. . .... 20,332
Fiscal year ending June 30, 1876 ...................................... ~-... 25,406
Numuer received during seven years .................................. 141,962
Annual average ......................·............ _..... : . ... ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . .

20, 2tl0

It is my duty to call attention to tlle fact that the efficienc,y of the
pension division of tllis office has been seriously impaired by the reduction of clerical force made in July, 1874, and October, 1876. '.rhe number
of clerks and stewards employed in the division during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1874, was 94. They searched and sent out replies in 18,535
cases, leaving only 975 ou hand unanswered at tbe close of the fiscal
,:rear. Jn otber word~, the di,ision was then only about three weeks behind its work, which was satisfactorily discharged without unnecessary
delay. Tbe reduction of force, wbich took efl'ect July 1, 1874, diminished the nnrnber of clerks to G6; and as the number of demands for information did not dimini. h, the work began to fall steadily behindhand.
July 1, 187G, 1he numbfr of cases remaining unanswered was 12,919;
nevertheless, October 10, 1876, another reduction of clerical force went
into effect) still further di1ninishing tue number of clerks to 46. Tbe
inevitable re ult, in spite of tbe most trenuous efforts, Las been tbe
very large uumber of ca es now reported as awaiting action.
Congress at its last .e sion authorized the S . eretary of War to detail
20 enlisted men for clerical worl' in tbi~-' office. 1'bi act w<•ut into effect
July 1, 1877. 'Ihe a sistauce tllll afforded will certainly be very considerable, as will undoubtedly appear in the report for th(• uext fiscal
y ar; hut it is rny duty to point out that this additional force is not
ufficient to meet the exigencirs of the cas'· All tllat can l>e hoped is,
that if the IIUID U~r Of clemand: Oil the offiee eOIItinne.._ ::1 hnnt t,he Same
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.as the average number received annually for the last seven years, tl.le
number of replies will approximate the number of demands made, so
that the division will not fall much further behindhand in its work; but
it cannot recover the lost ground with the clerical force now allowed;
and every consideration of justice and economy makes it so desirable
that it should do so, that I earnestly recommend the employment of 50
.additional clerks of class 1 for so long a time as may be necessary to
enable the division to dispose promptly of the work now in arrears.
Besides the- foregoing, the following current work was necessarily
performed by the record and pension uivision during the fiscal year.
2, 711 monthly reports of sick and wounded were received from the medical officers in charge of the various posts and stations. These have
been exan~ined,. consolidated on statistical sheets for reference, and the
-deaths and discharges entered in the alphabetical registers.
One thousand two hundred and eighty-eight monthly meteorological
reports were received from medical officers, abstracts of wl.lich have
been entered in the appropriate record -books for reference, and the
originals transmitted to the Chief Signal-Officer of the Army.
Seven hundred aml ninety-eight reports of the examination of recruits
were received and filed, it not ·being possible with the present clerical
force to undertake their discussion.
DIVISION OF SURGICAL RECORDS.

Tue continuation of the hostilities of many of the Indian tribes, scattered over a vast extent of territory, has greatly augmented the number
of the surgical reports of medical officers accompanying the troops on
scouts and expeditions, and has largely increased the clerical work of
this divisio'n. Too much praise cannot be bestowed on the medical
officers for the minuteness of detail of these reports, and the promptness
with which they have been forwarded to this office, eYeu under the most
adverse circumstances.
Five thousand six hundred and fifty names were .reported in Class V of
tbe monthly reports of sick and wount.led, as cases of wounds, aceidents,
and injuries. Ninety-seven deaths from violence, mainly from wounds received in action, occurred; a proportion of 3.8 per 1,000 of mean strength
of the Army mcorded on monthly reports of sick and wounded.
Three thousand one hundred and sixty-five surgical reports were received from the posts and detachments of the Army. Of these, 1,450
were regular \jUarterly reports, 164 special surgical reports, and 1,551
miscellaneous reports. All were examined, classified, and indexed.
As in the preceding year quite a number of Indian engagements occurred, and uetailed reports of ~mcll engagements were received from1. As t. Surg. J.P. Kimuall, who reportecl1 man of the Twenty-second
Infantry wounded at Powder RiYer, Montana, July 29, 1876. 2. Acting
As t. Surg. J. Reagles reports an engagement at Rerl Rock Canon,
Arizona, August 15, 1876; 1 man wounded. • 3. Surg. B. A. Clement ,
medi ·al director of Big Horn and Yellowstone expedition, reports au
engag ment at Slim Butte,, Dakota, September 9, 1876; 15 men
' unded. 4. Surg. G. Perin, medical director Department of the Mi uri, report an en gag ment at Florida Mountain, New Mexico, September 15 1 "'6; 1 man of Company F, .1: inth Cavalry, wounded. 5. A t.
urg. L. . T . on r ort an engag meut at C dar Creek, Montana
·t
r ... 1, 1 76; 2 m n of the Fifth Infantry wounded. 6. Acting
·-· t. 'nrrr. harle T. Gih on r port an engagement at Spring Ure k
• 1 n an
·t b r lf 1 76;
m n of the Se\·enteenth and Tw nt -
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second Infantry were wounded. 7. Asst Surg. J. R. Gibson reports an
engagement at Bates's Creek, or North Fork of Powder River, November 25, 1876; 27 men wounded. 8. Acting Asst. Surg. S. A. Freeman
reports an engagement at Lardendorf Mountains, New Mexico, Januar.v
9, 1877; 1 man of Company 0, Indian Scouts, wounded. 9. Surg. H. R.
Tilton reports a fight at Wolf Mountain, Dakota, January 3, 1877; 1
man killed, and January 8, 1877, 1 man killed and 3 mep. wounded. 10.
Asst. Sur~:. P.R. Brown reports a fight at Little Muddy Creek, Montana,
May 7, 1877; 4 men killed and 10 wounded. 11. Capt. P. L. Lee, Tenth
Cavalry, reports a skirmish with Comanche Indians at Lake Quemado,
1\iay 4, 1877; 1 mRu killed. 12 .. Snrg. H. R. Tilton reports an engagement at Tongue Ri-v-er, Montana, June 17, 1877; 1 rrian of the Fifth Infantry wonn~ed. 13. The severest engagement during the past fiscal
year occcurred on \Vhite Bird Canon, Idalw Territory, June 17, 1877.
Two companies of the First Cavalry, numbering 93 men, were engaged,
and sustained a loss of 33 killed and 2 wounded. In addition, a lieutenant of the Twenty.first Infantry, who had been temporarily detached
from his company at :Fort Lapwai to accompau,y the expedition, was
killetl in this engagement. Reported by Asst. Surg. J. A . .Fitzgerald;
At the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, 4,093 surgical
cases had been collected for a report of surgical cases treated in the
Army since the date of the publication of Circular No. 3, War Department, Surgeon-General's Office, Washington, August 17~ 1871. To these
have been added, during the last fiscal year, 1,559 cases, making a total
of 5,652 cases now tabulated. Of this large number of surgical cases,
2,062 are injuries of the head and neck, 455 injuries of the trunk, 1,554:
injuries of the extremities, including 311 amputations and 24 excisions,
and 1,58l .were miscellaneous injuries.
Surgical statistics of the war.-Bistories of 227,098 surgical cases
and of 40,502 operations, a total of 267,600 cases, had been tabulated at
the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876. During the year ending June 30, 1877, 210 cases of wounds and injuries and 75 cases of
operations have been added , aggregating 267,885 cases now reported.
From various sources, snell as correspondence with surgeons who served
during the war, from articles published in surgical journals, from reports
of pension examiners, &c., additional information was added ·to 1,077
cases. In response to inquiries, indexes were searched in 252 cases, and
4,477 names added to the indexes. Three thousand three hundred and
twenty-five cases were searched in the record and pension division and
2,843 in the Pension Office.
Letters were writ ten to medical officers requesting the transmission
of specimens in cases where an examination of the reports of operations
or autopsies indicated that pathological material of value might have
been preserved but not forwarded. In answer to 26letterR, 5 specimens
were received at the Museum. Additional information of 427 specimen
histories was found and recorded, and in 44: instances specimens were
identified and complete histories filed with t~em.
ARMY MEDICAL MUSEUM.

Surgical section.

Sp:·cimens in the Museum July 1, 18i6 .. .••. ···--· .................. .......••• 6,620
Specimeus in the Museum July 1, 1877 ....... - .•........ _.....•..•.••....• _. . . 6, 776
Increase during the year ......................... ····-·.......... . .....

156
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Medical section.
Specimens in the Museum July 1, 1876 ........................................ 1,3G5
Specimens in the Museum July J, 1877...... . • . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . • . . .. . .. 1, 376
Increase during the year ........................................... ·. ...

21

Microscopical section.
Rpecimens in the Museum July 1, 1876 ........................................ 7, 392
Specimens in th~ Museum July1, Hl77 ...................................... -- 7, 525
Increase during the year ................................... ".. .. . • .. . . .

1~3

Anatomical section.
Specimens in the ~Inseum July 1, 1876 ............................... ( ........ 1, 576
Specimens in the Museum July 1,1877 ......... ....... ........................ 1,816
Increase during the year ...................................... -.... .. ..

240

Sect~m Pj comparative anatomy.
Sp~cimens in the Museum July 1, 1876 ................................... -- ... 1, 588

Specimens in the Museum July 1,1877 ........................................ 1,824
Increase during the year...............................................

236

M·iscellaneous sect-ion.
Specimens in the museum July 1, 1876 .......................................... :319
Specimens in the museum July 1,1877 .......................................... 41;0
Increase during the year .. __ ............. _............................... 161

Ten surgeons, 22 assistant surgeons, D acting assistant surgeons, 3
hospital-stewards, 4 line-officers, and 41 civil practitioners contributed
specimens to the Army Medical Museum. Sixty-one thousand four hundred and forty visitors were registered at the museum.
Four hundred and eighty-two negatives and 1,060 photographic prints
of surgical subjects were made. Five hundred and eighty-eight photographic prints were distributed, and 2 Indian crania were sent to Prof.
R. Virchow, of Berlin, and one Indian cranium was sent to the Peabody
Museum, Cambrit1ge, Mass.
LIBRARY.

About' 1,000 volumes and 2,000 pamphlets have been auded to the
library during the pa~t year. The work of cataloguing the original
papers in medical journals and tran actions has been completed to date,
for all of this cla s of literature which the library has been able to obtain,
and the cla if.ying the e title under the proper subject beadings, and
combining them with titles of books, in order to form a complete index to
the collection, has been efl'ected to a great extent.
Ire pectfully renew the recommendation made in my previous report,
that Congre
hould authorize the printing of this catalogue b.v the
Government Printer. Its pr paration lia required much labor, and of
it utility to the m dical prof ion, if made acces ible to them, there
can be no doubt. Tb X[ re . ion of opinion by phy ician of thi and
otll r countri i unanimou upon this point.
MEDI

L A.·D SURGIOAL lliSTORY OF TilE WAR AND OTITER PUBLICATIONS.

m dical volume of Part II of he 1\f dimm need in January, 1 77, urg. J. J.
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Woodward, the officer in charge of that work, having previously been
occupied by his duties in connection with the Centennial Exqibition.
Between that time and July 30, 335 pages were stereotyped, and it is
confidently expected that the volume will be ready for issue before the
close of the present fiscal year.
A second edition of 5,000 copies of Part II, VoL II, of the Medical
and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion was completed under
the supervision of Asst. Surg. G. A. Otis. One hundred and tllirty-:fi.ve
drawings on wood and 136 engravings were made for the third surgical
volume of the Medical and Surgical History of the War, and 50 pages
of that volume were put in type, of which 21 pages were stereotyped. ·
A Report on the Transport of Sick and Wounded by Pack Animals,
32 pages, quarto, was prepared and printed under the same editorial
supervision.
MISCELLANEOUS.

The requirements of the Army as to meu~al officers during the past
year has been as follows:
Numberofpermanent post,s ..• .. _...................................•.....•...... 161
Number of temporary posts and substations............................ .• . . . . . .
8
Total .............. ______ .....................•....•.••.•.• _...••....••• 169 -·
Number of military expeditions in tbe :field during tbe year .......•........... :~. 15

These expeditions required the services of 55 medical officers. 1'here
were also 65 medical officers reported to this office as being on duty with
scouting- parties.
The Army medical board convened in New York City continued its
session until December 28, 1876: and from the time of my last annual
report until that date 13 candidates for appointment in the Medical
Corps of the Army were examined; of whom 2 were found qualified and
approved, and were appointed and commissioned assistant surgeons
January 9, 1877.
The following is a recapitulation of the total work performed by the
Army medical boarus conYened in San Francisco and New York City
August 4, 1874, by orders from the War Department:
Number of assistant surgeons examined for promotion .......••••..........•. ---- 60
Number of candidates for appointment in tbe Medical Corps invited to appear for
examination .....•...•.. ____ ....•........•...........••••.........•.....•.•. 237
Number of candidates found qnali.fied .•..•..•....•........... ---- .....••.•• 52*
Number of candidates rPjeoted .. ---· ---- ____ ---· .... ------ ...••. ...... ..... 76
Number of candidates physically disqualified .... _...•.. -----· .......•..•..• 11
Number of candidates wbo withdrew after partial examination.............. 49
Total number examined ...•. _.. ___ .........•................. _...••••••... 188
Number of candidates wbo failed to appear for examination .. __ .... __ ... .• . ••• 20
N urn ber of candidates who declined to appear for examination .............. _._ 29
Total number invited but not examined .......... -·-- ...... ____ ...•.....•

49

frhe board in San Francisco was dissolved January 28, 1875, and th.a t
in New York City December 28, 1876.)
.
At the date of my last report there were 4 vacancies iu the grade of
assi tant. ·urgeon. During the past year 1 surgeon with the rank of colonel ha been retired; 1 surgeon with the rank of colonel, 1 assistant
medical purveyor (lieutenant-colonel), 1 surgeon with the rank of major,
and 3 a i tant surgeons have died; 1 surgeon with the rank of major*One of whom was not appointed.
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and 1 assistant surgeon have resigned, and 1 assistant surgeon has been
dismissed; 1 assista.nt medical purveyor (lieutenant-colonel) has been
promoted to surgeon with the rank of colonel, 1 surgeon with the rank
of lieutenant-colonel has been promoted to colonel, 2 surgeons with the
rank of maJor have been promoted to assistant medical purveyors (lieutenant-colonels), 1 surgeon with the rank of major has been promoted to
lieutenant-colonel, and 5 assistant surgeons have been promoted to surgeon with the rank of major; leaving at present 12 vacancies in the
grade of assistant surgeons.
J. K. BARNES,
Surgeon-General, U. S. A.
To the Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR •

•

REPORT OF THE PAYMASTER-GENERAL.

REPORT
OF

THE

PAY~lASTER..GENERAL.

U. S. .A.,
Washington, October 10, 1877.
Si:R: I .have the honor to submit my annual report of the transactions
of the Pay Department of the Army for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1877.
I append tabular statements in detail showing the fiscal operations of
the department for that year, concisely stated as follows:
0.FFICE OF PAYMASTER-GENERAL,

RECEIPTS .AND DISBURSEMENTS DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE

30, 1877.

Balance in hands of paymasters July 1, 1876 . • . ••• . . . . . . .. . . . . .. • • . • $1,691 ,640
Amount received from Treasury......................... .. . ... .. .. . . 13,601,600
Amount of soldiers' deposits received................................
328,585
Amount of paymasters' collections .............·..................... ·
559,5:39
Total to be accounted for.....................................

71
00
05
98

16, 181,365 74

.Accounted for as follows:
D:sbursements:
'ro regul a.r Army _. _. __ . __ .. _. ____ ....... ~ .................. _. . . $12, 904, 741 73
To Military Academy...........................................
218,482 29
To volunteers on Treasury certificates.... . .. .. . . . . . .. .. . . .. . .. ..
5Hi, 869 01
Total disbursemP-nts ............• ......... ....•. ·----- ---· 13, 6:W, 093 03
190,415 46
Surplus funds deposited in Treasury ................ .......... -~-· ... .
559,539 98
Paymasters' collections depositeu in Treasury .•..•....... ...... ..... .
~alance iu handH of paymasters June 30, 1877, to be accounted for in
1, 792,317 27
next report ...•..•...............................................
Totalaccountedfor ..........................................

16,181,365 74

I desire again to call attention to the cla'use of the act of July 24,
1876, providing for mileage at eight cents per mile being paid to officers
traveling under orders, which forbids payment of mileage 'for travel
''on any railroad on which the troops of the United States are entitled
to be transported free of charge." There are fifty of these roads according to the list furnished by the Second Comptroller of the Treasury, and
publi bed in General Orders No. 97, of September 8, 1876, and they
reach a total length of about 8,000 miles. Officers must obtain trans·
portation orders in advance before traveling over them, but these
embrace only railroad fare, which forms only a portion of the expenses
of tra ,-el. The mileag(' should be re tored to the former long-established
and juRt rate of ten cent a mile, for eight cent is quite inadequate,
e p c1ally taking into con ideration tbe travel on those so-called "free
roads." Those roads lie mainly west of the Mis i ippi, and the greater
portion of the travel, under order , of officers of the Army is in the
same regio11.
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The decision of the Supreme Court of the United .States, in October,
. 1876, in the cases of the Lake Superior and Mississippi Railroad Company and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company vs.

United States, appealed from the Court of Claims, was favorable to
those roads. The law had proviqed that "they shall be and remain
public highways for the use of the Government of the United States,
free from toll or other charge upon the transportation of any property
or troops of the United States."
The decision said (see page 6 of the pri.n ted decision furnished by
the clerk of the court),. " \V'e are of opinion that the reservation in
question se~mres to the government only a free use of the railroads
concerned, and that it does not entitle the government to have troops
or property transported by the companies over their respecth·e roads
free of charge for transporting the same."
The principle involved in this decision would thus properly extend
not only to the Lake Superior and Mississippi Railroad Company and
to the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company, but to all
roads with reference to which similar language bad been used in the
acts of Congress.
Accordingly, on tb~ 25th January, 1877, I inclosed a copy of the
above decision to the Secretary of War, recommending that the question
be referred to the Second Comptroller, to ascertain if tlle list of free
roaus over which mileage could not be paid should not now be reduced.
I claimed that all roads whose charters included the words above quoted
could, in equity, no longer be considered as "free roads," as they
became entitled to freight, although the amount of the same has not
yet been ascertained, which question may require further legislation.
They certainly were no longer free roads, or, in the language of the act
of July 24, 11:$76, roads over which the" troops of the Uniteu States are
entitled to be transported free of charge."
I maintained that the real effect of this decision of the Supreme Court
would be to reduce the list of free roads to the thirteen named on page
1~ of General Orders No. 98 of 1872. Concerning these roads the language of the acts creating them is clear and undisputed, in compelling
the free transportation of the property or troops of the United States.
But the Second Comptroller, in his letter of February 7, 1877, to the
Secretary of War (copy of which is appended, marked" B "), takes a different view, and deciues that the list of free roads given in General Order~ No. 97, of 1876, hould remain unchanged until further legi lation.
Therefore I have redoubled reason to urge the entire repeal of the
provision forbidding the payment of mileage fur travel over free roads
l\1ileaO'e is a sub titute for" actual traveling e penses ;" a plan always
interpreted as giving more than tbe bare railroad or stage fa,re. The
accident that a road i a free road in no way weakens the claim of the
fficer for orne allowance beyond the mere railroad ticket. I have bad
abundant evidence of the hardship of thi rule in letters from points on
the frontier to the vVar Depar-tment, sent to this bureau, ettiug forth
<~learly that eight cents a mile i. in u:fficieut, e pecially wllere there are
fr e road on the route.
In m la ·t thr ' annual report , commencing with that of October,
1 74, baY ad ocated 1 i lation t
tabli 'h an annuity cheme for
the
neti f th h ir f offic r of the rmy. The la t two annual
m _, ~ g
f tb Pr id nt, nd tb la t two annual r p rts of the
cr ta
f '\ ' ar p k in c mm ndatory t rrn of it. I mn t now re- nr
m f rm
mm nd· ti n . A for pr rdent., if tb y are
II ' 1 l f haY
l to kt W of tW , ' c 11 arm wicl W ·' funcl' f the
T
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German GoYernment, and a navy fund in the Brazilian navy (established in 1795), formed by the deduction of one day's pay in every rnon.tb.
But they are fundamentally different from Colonel Fry's scheme, w~ICh
I have advocated, in that they were_ comr;mlsory,_ whereas the latt_er Is to
be carried out by the voluntary actwn of the officers; and tb us IS more
in harmony with American ideas.
At the r·isk of some repetition I will place in an appendix (A) to this
r{'port a resume pf the ·language used by me on this topic in my last
three annual reports, viz, those for 1874, 1875, and 1876. The last two
were partly written to answer questions which had arisen. I also append a copy of the last t:orm in which a bill for it bas been presented,
viz, S.1227, offered by Senator Burnside in the Senate, February 6, 1877.
Concerning this I will note that its operation is limited to officers "less
than sixty years of age and of healthy lives." It might be said that
these restrictions could have been inserted in the regulations to execute
the plan which the Secretary of War would be authorized to adopt.
But experience shows that the War Department should, by positive law,
be relieved of the sure aucl incessant ·pressure to extend the boundaries
of such limitations; and the restrictions named in the bill are those
usual in such cases.
As to the rate of interest, the bill says "it shall be the dnty
of the Secretary of vVar to adopt a set of survivorship annuity
tables, based upon suitable life tables, and six per centum interest,'"
&c. The funds raised by deductions ·from the pay of the officers
are worth a certain interest to the go\ernment. Bearing in mind all
the manifold objects in view the law may well authorize the calculations
to be made on this basis. No gain is intended to accrue to the government in the encl, though for many years the scheme will put money in
the Treasury; but the bill provides that ''no ultimate expense to the
United States shall be involved in its execution." There will be needed
two or three additional clerks in this office, of the higher grades, if it
becomes a law.
If it is objected that officers, on the very eve of war, would go intn it,
the answer is, it is so intended, the more the better; it is deRigned to
stimulate officers to go into the scheme at any time they choose, the
rportality tables showing that, in the long run, the government can
afford to do it. But these tables may change with events. If after a
score of years or less the result should show the tables were unfavorable to the government, they could then be changed under the light of
new mortality tables, or of the thorough statistics which must by this
scheme be accumulated. The reports of the registrar-general of England, and the'' English Life Tables" by William Farr, giv~ evidence bow
much governments can do to assist in procuring valuable and rcliaule
elements for such calculations.
The amount received as deposits (under act of May 15, 1872, or sections 1305, 1306, Revised Statutes) from the enlisted men during the
last fiscal year was $328,585.05. The number of deposits was 5,651,
aJJd thus the average of each was $58.15. The totai of deposits during
the :five years since the passage of the act, up to 30th June last, is
$1,646,213.47; average of each, $51.13. I regret to say that the number
of desertions iu the .Army seems to have reached a minimum (1,832}
last year; as the number during the :fiscal year ending June 30, 1877,
was 2,521. It is to be hoped tllat these retrograde figures will not continue.
I v. ill again recommen !l an i11crease of the pay of paymasters' clerks,
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now a hundred dollars per month, and inadequate, taking iuto consideration the labors ·and hazards of the military service.
Although it has often been a topic of my communications through
your office to the Committee on Appropriations, I will here repeat that
it is very desirable that the appropriations for pay, &c., of the Army
shall be consolidated, as they have been habitually for the Navy. (See,
for example, act of March 3, 1877, vo1. 19, page 385, of Statutes at
Large.) If appropriations ar~ made under fifteen different heads, they
must, under section 3678, Revised Statutes, each be accounted for separately, with separate abstracts and vouchers, especially if the proviso
should be omitted contained at the bottom of the last Pay Department
appropriation, act of July 24, 1876. (Vol. 19, page 97, Statutes.)
The herculean labors which would thus be imposed can well be
imagined. 'l'he excess of funds occurring under one item could not be
utilized to supply the deficiency under anotber item, as we are not
always able to estimate with precision the actual wants contingent on
events. The estimates indicate minutely the way of arriving at tlle
sum total required, but are furnished not as a basis for framing the
phraseology of UJe appropriation, but to enable all to understand the
mode of arriving at that total. The chief labor and vigilance of paymasters should be addressed to the task of making no payments contrary to law and regulations, and should not be frittered away on a
useless mass of unnecessary writings. The great object is to have
promptitude and thorough accountability, economy and efficiency, with
thf' least amount of papers.
Hespectfully submitted.
BENJ'N ALVORD,
J>aymaRter·General D. S. A.
The lion. SECRETARY OF vVAR.
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A.-Extracts from. annual 1·eports of Paynwster-General .Alvord,fo1· 1874, 187:5,
and 1t:l76, on subject of the q;nnuity scheme.
[Extract from report of October 10, 1874.]

I recommend to favorable consideration an annuity scheme for officers of the Army,
first prese.nted to you by General J. B. Fry, of the Adjutant-General's Department, which
I understand was sent from your office to Congress. Under it officers could, by making
certain monthly deductions from their pay, secure to their widows, heirs, or nomiuees,
a monthly annuity which will commence on the death of the officer. It is contemplated that the operation shall in the end be a safe one for the government, and shall
involve no loss to the Treasury. It cont(\illplates that the War Department shall ha.ve
power to prescribe, from time to time, the rules and tables to be employed in tile
execution of the plan. These tables should be based on the most thorough scientific
principles. And if after a long series of years it should be found that they will not
perfectly fulfill the above-named programme, a change should of course be made ia
said tables. But it would require many yeats to give them a full trial.
.
I have caused a careful calculation to be made of the annual death-rate of officers
of the Army for the last fifty years. The casualties were not entered in the Army
Register until 1824, or I should have gone further back. I find that the average
annual mortality of officers of the United States Army (including deaths in war)
has been 24.1 per thousand. The principal parallel statistics which I have found is
that the average annual death-rate among males over twenty-one years of age, iu
England and Wales, from 1841 to 1851, was 21 per thousand. The exact fraction of
the populat,ion reached was .02104. (Calculated from statistics in English Life-Tables,
pp. 18 and 19.)
In some of the governments on the continent of Europe, officers of their armies
are not permitted to marry, unless evidence is exhibited of ability to support and
maintain a family. Such arbitrary rules do not at all suit the genius of our people or
of our institutions; but the substitute proposed by this scheme would tend to secure,
to a certain extent, similar ends by the voluntary action of the officers.
Two things are proverbial in our A1·my; that married officers are as distinguished
as other officers for gallantry and heroism; but it is also too true that sometimes those
renowned for the most brilliant deeds are habitually improvident. It is not expected
that legislatmes can in this respect change the nature of soldiers and sailors, but a
machinery would be prepared gradually to counteract such habits. It is proposed
that the deductions from pay shall be montllly and therefore imperceptible (in comparison with yearly payments), and thus an easy way of avoiding improvidence wouhl
be at hand, and the Army would have within itself the means of adding to its prestige
a;nd diguity and of diminishing the calls upon Congress for extra and private legislatiOn.
It is believed that it would be enlightened legislation to adopt a scheme whereby an
officer would be encouraged to take such a step, and thus to secure for his heirs some
annuity, whatever may the risk of his profession. Such action always increases the
pride and ~elf-respect of the officer, and would nerve his arm in t.ime of war. Thns
the governm~nt is incited to such legislation not alone by humanitarian considerations,
but by the policy of increasing the efficiency of tile service.

[Extract from report of Ot tober 11, 1.375.)

I will again call attention to tho scheme, favorably alluded to by you in your last
annual report, for the enactment of a system of annuities for the families of deceased
officers by voluntary deductions from the montllly pay of omcers. Certainly if private companies can make money by an annuity system, it is in the power of the government at least to render itself secure in extending similar beneficent aiel. It is proposed that it shall be done without eventua.J expense to the government. The money
to be deducted is worth to the government a certain per centum of interest. This interest and the expectancy of life of officer and nominee (arrived at by careful statistics) are the elements from which annuity-tables would be prepared by the most CHreful and critical calculations. The science of probabilities has reached great precision
1n ita computation~:~. But after certain tables bad been used twenty years, more or lesA,
then, if found defective, corrections could be made which would more perfectly accomplish the object sought.
Some officers have expressed a preference for a voluntary established assessment
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(made upnn the death of the officer) upon each member of an association; a sche:~ne
so entirely difl'erent from the annuity plan that it probably would not at all con1hct
wit.h it.
Th(3re is one prec~ut.ion that I wonlcl emphasize~ that neither myself nor any other
officer be madfl (as in the case of the late Freedmen's Bnreau) the custodian of any
fund, but that it be deposited in t.he Treasury, to !Je withdrawn according to law.

[Extract from report of October 10, 1876. I

The "annuity scheme" was favorably referred to in the last annual message of the
President, and I will hope that it may yet receive the favorable action of Congress.
Tht:l number of widows and orphans made by the deaths of those gallant officers (for
whose demise the whole country mourns) killed in battle in the recent Indian campaigns bas brought vividly home to us the utilit.v a.nd beneficence of such provisiOns
as would thus have been made by the voluntary action of the officers. It is not proposed as a substitute for the pension system, but as a machinery to encourage officers
in sucb provident precautions.
In 1874 r made a carefully-prepared table of the mortality in each year, for fifty
years, among the officers of the Army, including those killed in battle. It amounted
to an average, annually, of 24.1 per 1,000 men. It will show that the average mortality, in the long periods of time, is not comparatively large. But based on those very
statistics, the tables of annuity survivorship could he calculated, rendering it perfectly
safe for the goverument to adopt the system . The table being calculated on the survivorship principle, it is true that if the heir or nominee dies before the officer, the
money paid remains in the Treasury. Bnt on thi::> very account the payments will be
less than in ordimny insurance. That eminent scientist, Prof. W. H. C. Bartlett, late
professor at West Point, and who has recently made the subject his study, with all the
appliances of recent invest•gatiou in the science of probabilities, is ready to prepare
for the War Department the necessary tables. He and those well informed say that
the insurance com panics 'l ook favorauly on the plan, as not in real conflict or competition with them, !Jut only calculated to t.urn, more and more, large masses of the people
to think of their obligation to provide for their families.
Stated briefly, the scberue is thif!: An officer, by voluntary monthly deductions from
his pay, could there·by secure a certain ann unity to his heir or nominee after his death.
Boing monthly, the payments wonld be comparatively imperceptible. The law would
not limit the number of heirs or nominees t!Jus secured.
If insurance companies can make money in paying annuities, the government can
at least protect itself from loss, which is all it would wish. B11t it might, for the next
thirty years, be eutitled a scheme to put money in the Treasury. The average age of
officers of the Army way be assumed to be about thirty-eight years, anu the expectancy
of life for that age is about twenty-niue years.
Thus, for that period, if 250 officers went into the scheme, paying into the Treasury
an average of $20 per month, or $240 per annum, this would amount to $60,000 per
annum, or, in thirty years, to $l,t!OO,OOO. The great mass of annuities would not commence until toward the termination of that period; though of course they would begin
to be paid, froru time to time, every year after the system went into operation. The
burclen of repayments or of annuities would, therefore, be met by the next generation.
\Vhen the wise, benevolent, and benrficent purpose of this annuity scheme is remembered (calcuhLted to elevate the Army and increase its efficiency), it is hoped that
Cougref! can con. cut to tLi mode of now replenif!hing our coffers, when the ultimate
outlay it will impose will fall upon a future more pr0pitions period of our national
fiuan •t:

[44th Uongre s, '2cl .·ession. f.:. 1227.] In the Senate of the United State , February
G, 1 77, ~1r. Burn, ide a k l allll, by unanimou~:~ consent, obtained leave to briog in
the following bill:
A IHLL for the prot ction of widows, orphan11, and heh·s at law of officers of the Army of the Unit d
.·tates .

. lJP it nwcteil. by the • 'nwfe (lll(llfouJJe of BcprestnlatireR of fhP United , tateR of .America
,, 011f/rt;JJ8 a.JJonbltd, '1 b· t wb u auy nnml.>cr of o01cer of thP
nitNl tate Army, not
ll!~~ than wn hnndr '<.l and .fifty, h~ll Higuify to the 'pcn,tary of\ ar tb ir d ire to
Ut;Jt for mutual ~U l vtvor lllp aunm y protection, and shall be tleemed eligible th •r to
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by the Secretary of W ur, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of War to make, through
the Pay Department of the Army, equitable deductions, determined as provided in section two of this act, from the monthly pay of said officers, and to deposit the same to
the crerlit of the Treasurer of the United States, to be passed into the general balances
of the United States Treasury, and be known as the Army mutual survivorship annuity
fund.
SRc. 2. That it shall he the dnty of the SPcretary of War to adopt, as soon after the
passage of this act as practicable, a set of survivorship annuity-tables, based upon
suitable life-tables, and 6 per centum interest, to regulate the declnct;ions to be made
from the monthly pay of such officers of the Army who are less than sixty years of
age and of healtby lives a:s ma.v be accepted by the Secretary of War under this act,
to secure to each one of said officers the survivorship annuity wllich he may elect to
pmcbase for a nominee, to be rlesignatell hy him.
SEC. 3. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of\Var to have such examinations
made of officers applying for purchase of annuities under this act as he may deem necessary; to issue such certificates of purchase, and to prescribe such rules and forms,
not inconsistent with this act, as ruay be needful to govern the applications of officers '
for said annuities, and to secura prompt and proper responses to said applications.
SEc. 4. That the purchase of a survivorship annuity under. this act shall take effect
from the date that the application therefor shall receive the approval of the Secretary
of War, and the annuity shall be due to t.he nominee from the date of the death of tile
purchaser and ceas.e at 'the date of the death of the nominee.
.
SEc. 5. That nothing in this act shall be constrned as limiting the number of au unities which may be purchased by the same person; and in case the purchaser of any
annuity under this 'act shall elect to terminate the monthly deductions from his pay
required by this .act on account of said purchase, or cease to be au officer of the Arm,v,
~11 shall be entitled to receive, in lieu of a certificate for a full annuity, a paid-up certificate for an annuity in equitable proportion to the amount of deductions which shall
have been made from his pay on account of said purchase, tile payment of which auunity to his nominee shall commence at the death of said purchaser.
. SEc. 6. Tllat estimates for so much of the Army mutual survivorship annu ity f und
~s 111ay, from time to time, be required to pay annuities falling due undt3r the provi:swns of this act shall be made to Congress in the same mauner as estimates for the pay
of the Army.
. SI<.:c. 7. That it shall be the duty of tlJe Secretary of War to have the annuities fallmg due under this act paid by the Pay Departmeut of the Army, in the same manner
that officers of the Army are paid; and all laws and regnlatious fixing the acco nntabilit.y for public funds shall apply to the moneys of the Army mutua.l survivorship annuity fund.
·
SEc. 8. That it shaH be the duty of the Secretary of 'YVar to submit to CongrAss ano nally a full statement of the Arrny mutual survivorship annuity fnud; and be is hereby
autLorized to adopt such rules and forms as may from time to time be found necessary
to carry out the purposes of this act: P 1·ovided, That no compensation, pay, or fee sha ll
be allowed to any officer for services rendered under tbis act: And provided, 'l'h'a t it
shall be the duty of the Secretary of War to prescribe sncb regulation!:! that uo ultimate expense to the United States shall be involved in the exeClltion of t!his act.

APPENDIX B.-The Second Cornptroller to the Secretary of War.
TRI~ASURY DEPARTi\IEN'l',
SECOND COMPTHOLLF:R'S 01<'J~ICE,
Febma,1·y 7, 1877.
Sm: I ha.ve recei vetl and consideretl the letter of the Paymaster-General of the 2iith
ultimo, th~ decision ·of the Supreme Court, and other papers inclosed therewith, wili0h
yon referred to me on the ~6tll idem.
Tho Paymaster-General submits that the effect of this decision (of the Supreme
Court) is to reduce tbe nnmbr~r of ''free roads" tor travel over which no mileage can
be paid under tlle act of July 24, 176; and recommends that the qtlest,ion be submitted to the Second Comptroller, as to what roa1ls shall now, under this <.lecisiou, be
regarded as free roads under said act of 1 76.
The decision of the Snpreme Court referred to was reudered at October term, 1876, in
the cases of the'' Lake uperior and fi, issippi Railroad Company vs. Tbe United States,
and tbeAtchison,Topeka and SantaF6Rltilroa;dCompi1uyvs.Tbe ~nit c d Stat~s," appealed
from thb Co11rt of Claims. Tile cases tnrued upon the constructiOn tha,t should be given
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to the clause in the act of 1864 which declares that" the said railroad shall be and remain
a public high way for the use of the Government of the United States, free from all toll or
other charge for" (upon) "the transportation of an.v property or troops of the United
States;" and the court hold" that the reservation in question secures to the government
only a free use of the railroads concerned; and that it does not entitle the government to
l1ave troops or property transported by the companies over their respective roads free
of charge for tran~porting the same." The court further hold. as I understand it, that
though these roads are entitled t,o compensation for transporting governml-'nt propert.y
and troops, a reasonable abatement should be made for the free use of th~ road to which
the government i8 entitled; that is, that those roads must receive compensation for all
transportation performed by them for the government (except of the mails), subject to
a fair deduction for the use of their roads.
The purport of this decision is plain enough, and seems to be diametrically opposed
to the construction heretofore maintained by Congress, as well as by the ·war Department and the accounting-officers.
The act of 16th June, 1874 (18 Stat., '74), making appropriation for the support of
the Army, &c .. provides, ~:that no part of the money appropriated by this act shall be
paid to any railroad company for the transportation of any property or troops of the
United States over any :railroad which in whole or part was constructed by the aid
of a grant of public laud on the condition that such railroad should be' a public highway for the use of the Government of the United States, free from toll or other charge/
or upon any. other conditions, for the use of such road fot· such transportation ; nor
shall any allowance be made out of any money appropriated by this act for the tram~
portation of officers of the Aqny over any such road when on duty and under orders
as a military officer of the Uni\ed States. But nothing herein contained shall be construed as preventing any such railroad from bringing a suit in the Conrt of Claims for
the charges for such transportation, and recovering for the same, if found entitled
thereto by virtue of the laws in force prior to the paAsage of this act." The act of 22d
June, 1874 (18 Stat., 133), to supply deficiencies, &c., makes a similar provision as to
money appropriated thereby.
The prohibition in these acts applies only to the m0neys appropriated in said acts;
but in the act of :-3d March, 1875 (ltl Stat., 452), the prohibition is expressed in genernl
terms and made to apply to all appropriations. It provides, "that, no money shall
hereafter be paid to any railroad company for the transportation of any property or
troops of the United States over an.v railroad which, iu whole or in part, was constructed by the aid of a grant of puhlic land on the condition that such raitroad should
be a public highway for the use of the Government of the United States, free from toll
or ot.her charge, or npon any other conditions for the nRe of such road for such tranHportation; nor shall any allowance be made for the trausportat,ion of officers," &c.,
with proviMions similar to thosf\ in the act of 1874, for suit in the Court of Claims if not
barred, rigbt of appeal to the Supreme Court, &c.
The act of 24tb July, 1 76 (Sesl:l. Laws, 100), uses somewhat different language. It
makes a negative provision,'' that when any officer travels under orders, and i not
furnished transportation * * "" * , or on any railroad on which the troops and
supplies of the Uniteu States are entitled to be transported free of charge, he hall be
allow ell ei~ht cents a mile," &c. The intention of the Congress waM precis ly the same,
and the railroads referred to are the same, in my opinion, as in the acts of 1 74 and
1875, above cited.
· But whether th t>y were or were not, the general provision of the act of 3d March,
1875, "that no money shall hereafter be paid to any railroad company," &c., would
apply to the act of 1876, and to all other subsequent acts.
Inasmnch, tb refore, a no appropriation iR made for payment of tran port.ation to
the o-called "free roads," but, on the contrary, any payment to them is expressly prohibit d by law, it is clear that no such payment can now be made, nor any amount
be allow~d to said roads, notwithstanding the deci ion of the Supreme Court, until the
law-maktng power ball have removNl t.he prohibition and made an appropriation.
" o money shall be drawn from the Trea ury but in consequence of appropriation
Dl~d by law." (Con t., Art. I, sec. 9.)
Ev n if th prohibition were removed, I do not ef\ how the acconnting-officers coulfl
s ttl the account of he e companies. Th npreme Court decides that the e compan~t> lihall hav f' cornp ,nsation for all tran>~portatwn performed by them, ''subject to
a fa.tr d dnction forth ns of th ir re peotive ratlroads." The accountinu-officer bav
no rul or m a ur by which th y can a c rtain what this fair deduction would b in
ach ca ·
that th r se ms to be, under existiug laws, no way in which the claim
of tbf' c rupanies can u ttled, except by suit, a provided for in the acts of 1 4
d] , ... ,
. ln r ply to tb qu tion of the Payma ter-Gen ral, therefore, I have to ay that ther
J no . no~v any r a ob to change or modi.f.v the li t of "fr e roads," or tb
tabli bed
ra ·ttc m r ·gard to them. I re pectfully sugge t, however, that at p should be
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}H'Omptly taken at the War Department to call the attention of Congress to this
decision of the Supreme Court, in order that the prohibition now imposed by law npon
any payment to these railroad companies may be removed by the law-making power,
if it is deemed proper; and if that is done, that some mode may be provided for ascertaining the" fair deduction" to which the government is entitled.
All the papers referred are herewith returned.
Very respectfully,
C. C. CARPENTER,
Cornpt1·oller.
'l'he honorable THE SECRETARY OF WAR,
Depm·tmtnt of War.
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Statement showing the arnonnt in the ha11d8 of each of tlte disbw·sing-o:{fice1·s of the Pay
the Treasm·y, or turned over by other agents, d1wing the fiscal year ending :30tfl .June, 18i7;
placement in the Treasm·y, and the bctlnnce ?'ernctinin,q in the hands of paymaBters to be
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ASSil:lTANT P.\YMASTERS ·GENEHAL.

(Colonels.)
N. W.Brown . ..................... $H4, 022 . 41 $:'), 408, 000 00
DanitJl M..,Llure ................... ..................
425, 000 00

$43, 4!l!'i 4't
8:3,874 79

.

I

$3, 292 00
205 00

$16, 786 33
1,54658 1

202 00

1, 283 39 I
134 95

DEPUTY I' AYMASTE RS-G ENE RA L.

(Lietttenant-Oolonels.)
F. E. Rnut ........................
llenry Priuce .....................

87, 4:'!2 91
137, 627 48

1, 212, !100 00
641, 600 00

104. 376 77
148, 041 82

.................

I

P A DfASTERB.

I

(Mctjors. J
Samuel Woods....................

24 432 59

55,000 00

*~c:g:P~~tf.~~~~~~-:::::::.:::::::: :::::: ·::::::: ·i: 477: ooo ·oo

Simeon Smith.....................
80 519 83
Rodu ey Smith .......................... '.. .. . ..
Jos. H. Eaton ....... .... .. ........
76,362 12
.T. B. M. Potter.................... ........ .. .. .
W. A. Rucker............. . . .. .. ..
4, 640 4 7
\V.ll. J?huston.. ... .. .. .. .. .. . . ..
13, 437 S:l
W. R. G1bson .... . .. .... .. . . .. .. ..
54,326 28
Char IPs J. Sprague.. .............. .. . . .. • . .. .
T . R. Rats y* ..... -- ........... ...
510 21
W. B. Rochester .. . .. .. ...........
59, 753 46
II. B. R PRe . . . . . . . . . . . ••• . . . . . . . . .
32 962 30
Nicholas Vedder..................
1' 136 56
William mith... .... .. ...........
los' 478 29
9· M. ·~errell................ ..... .. ' 9; 141 56
:r. II. tan ton .. .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . ..
George E. Glenn..... .............
17,112 55
R. D. Ularl<e .. .. .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. . ..
156, 623 14
J.ll. Nelson .. .. ...... .... .. ......
1 314 61
Chari s W. Wingard ...... .. .. . . ..
6: 035 05
James P. Canby...................
2, 246 27
J>. P. G. II all .. .. . .... . . .. .. .. .. . . .
18, o;,g 84
George W. Candee..... ...........
34, !105 24
E. IL Brooke......................
40, 805 72
Israel 0. Dewey .. .. .. .. .. . . ... . ..
32, 1131 94
A. H. Car~>:v . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. . ..
W. P. Gou\d .... .... .......... ....
51,217 24
D. Taylor ... .. ....... .... .. ...... .... .. .. .. . ..
Frank Bringman... ..............
7 173 17
F. M. Coxe .... .. ....... .... . .. . .. .. .... '.......
A. E. BateR.. ......................
50 343 HJ
John P. Willard...................
34; 420 64
C. Ir,·in~ Wil&on..... .. . . . .... ....
31 :104 31
John E. Blaine....................
5 ' 8:38 4!'i
W. II. l':ck It~ .... . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . ..
48; 58 14
Jam R R. Roche...................
7!l, 027 44
A. •• '.Towar .......................
41,!130 49
H. II. Tow) r..... ......... ........
3 3:32 10
T. T. Thornburgh.................
39; 283 2:3
W. ~1. ~Ia.vna11ier ........ ... ...... ... ... ... .. .
J. A.. Brodhrad.... ...... .... ......
1, 1til !ll
Willia111 Arthur.................
103,:341 63
J.R. Wa em...................................
Ale arult'r. 'harp........... .. .. . . .... . . . . . .. ..

~: ~v.~~f~!; ::::::::::::::::::::: .1: :~:

336, 500 00
34r>, 000 00
473,000 00

............ .
.. .. . .. . • .. ..
10, 000 00
663,000 00
1, 723, 000 00
.. . .. .. .. .. .
380,000 00
.... .. .. .... .
.............
.... .. .. .. .. .
.. .. . . . .. .. . .
625,000 no
497, 000 00
..... .. .. .. ..
.. .. .. . • .. .. ..
.............
.. • • .. .. .. • ..
...... .......
.. .. .. . • • .. ..
.. .. . .. . .. .. ..
1, 120, 000 00
....... .... ..
90, 000 00
27;3, 000 00
400, 000 00

..............
.... ... • .. .. ..
.............
........... ••
.. .. .. .. .. .. .
160,000 00

.............
...... .......

.... •• • .... ..
...... .......
.............
...... .......

.............

195, 000 00

::::::::: .::::::::::::

486, 461 24

~~~: ~~~ ~~

269, 366
92, 615
29,075
243.895
9:3, !141
319, 757
304,085
184, 748
18!1, 700
400, 640
172, 972
231,743
3H8. 665
3::12, 105
535, 574
114, 080
279, 161
95,538
86, 691
93,587
834, 902
358,77
280, 622
235, 510
476, 101
27R, 500
254, 541
'22, 75
316, 957
203, 00:3
220, 763
241, 701
2-'.i:i, 000
195, 3:'i:J
1 o, 31
21!!, 370
108, 3:l4
4f6, 59B
14!1, 039
!l , 662
270, 2!!9

74
56
09
66
54
34

!lo
99
00
64

4:J
41
4!'i
94
27
46
84
88
87
43
25
07
23
00
23
00
31
10
54
2:3
54
2!1
00

so

fl!l

8'2
69

17

30
!16
47
2>~,0:t-2 29
105, 000 00

1o~: g!~ ~t

2:l4 00

1

~~g 3~

'
4, 734
7, 040
7, 181
6, 809
4, 460
3, 327
31.0
4, 84
545
3, 840
1, 995
43 1
22,2-25
800
14,245
13,374
1, 474
3, 601
6, 956
10,214
1, o:J5
19, 1!16
11, 434
7, 778
65
2, 01;3
15, 787
175
6, 623
14,25:3
8, 168
13, !1:36
5,120

t:l::l

24
00
00
12
10
00
~1

00
57
00
48

oo

50
08
42
14
00
00
00

no

17
04
19
65
00

3.:1

oo

61
59
00
4:l
00
4, 322 73
17, 8!17 00
9,HJG 77
6,160 00
18, !JiH 94
9, 693 00
4, 974 50
22,001 !10
210 75
45 :iO
6

~: ; ~ ~~

Total-- ..................... 1, 691, G-10 71 13,601, 600 00 1:2,1 E, 643.7{) 32 , 5t<5 O:i

,. Retired February 9, 1877.
P .lt. Y I STER·G£ . llAL'B

Fi'ICE,

eptember 29, 1 71.

2, 737 79

~: ~~~ ~i

14, 896 451
6, 371 73
4, 815 78
0, JOB 01
5, 359 82
8, 400 40
2, 984 23
11, 723 30
8, 4 10 61
7, 203 2 1
8, 351 83
3, 812 95 1
40,462 49
11, 690 46
43, 335 18
14, 361 9 1
4, 990 62
4, l:l 9 26 1
6, 21 61 1
3, 774
7, 387 57 1
20,91 68
8, 891 74
17, 02 32
1, 234 61
13, 016 26
1l:l, 102 40 I
1, 473 42
14,432 6t- l
20,691 0.5
11 , !151 02
) , 03!l ·.,
16,170 03
12, :no 4
16, :l47 3!l
10,021 !19
7, 53 09
44 327 "0
6; 257 1
4, 127 41
21.046 04
1,2!1:14
2, 076 _3

4,
559,

~~~ ;-I

:i3!J~

375

PAYMASTER-GENERAL.

Department, and ~tnaccounledfor on the 1st of July, 1876; the a·rnount 1·emitted to eachj1·om
the arnottnt accounted jo1· by accounts and vouchers of expenditu1·es, or by transfers or ?'eaccounted for in the next fiscal year.

$2, 615, 596 15
510,626 J7

1, 405, 795 07
927, 40-.1 :,!5

$741 55

95,000 00

568, 865 62
591,321 66

1, 774, 4t>6 :::;9
706,017 t;5
451,027 53
590, 433 99
2.59, 9u2 67
· JOB, 001 95
35'1, 922 69
1, ] 14, 756 41
1, 924, 320 59
19fl, 165 82
8.31, 4:38 49
216,281 65
237, 124 40
536, 8J1 23
353, 738 46
!"i9:J, 154 5:-J
7tl3 , g:1s 41
939, 24-!J 74
10;), 343 75
105, 90L 5:3
109, 822 58
861, 3t<4 fi6
433,358 16
341,753 73
293, 7:,!2 45
1, 597, 40 L 49
344. 748 50
378, 431 04
306, 69(; 69
82tl, 015 83
28~. 291 06
284, 303 20
306, 171 91
335,128 48
260, 745 21
453, 790 2
2A2. 140 07
125, aM ss
56fl, 101 14
164. 990 11
108,926 ::18
416,691 64
29,526 52
302, 122 33
11, 472 6L
l10,1!JO 25
28, 370, 009 44

5, 0 :0 00
29,594 21

50,000 00

5 80

6 40

2 37
10, 065 1at

190,415 4(i

$16, 78ft 3:J
1, 546 58

1, 283 :l9
134 95

2, 737 70
7, 254 97
6, 712 '!)J
14, 896 4:3
(j 371 73
?15 78
9, 108 01
5, 359 82
8, 400 40
2, 984 23
11 723 39
4l0 6L
7 20J 82
s: :151 83
3 t;12 95
40:462 49
11, 690 46
4:~. 3J5 18
14, 3fil !J8
4, 9!)0 62
4, 889 2G
6, 218 Gl
3, 774 t;8
7, 3~7 57
20, !ll'i Gil
8, 891 74
17, 802 32
1, 2:34 61
13, (ll(j 2b
18, 102 40
1, 47:3 42
14, 43:,! 68
20, ()!J1 05
11, 951 02
18, !)3() Hts
16,170 o:i
12, 210 84
16,547 ;j!J
10, 921 99
7, 53tl 09
44, ::!27 RO
6, 2:l7 81
4,127 41
21, 0·16 04
1, 29:3 48
2, 076 s:l
l!l7 So
4, 36:3 74

4:

i':

559, 539 9

$2, 579, 7f,9 77
510, ti26 37

$15, 826 38

1, ;300, 736 67
735, 418 15

1, 34!J, 758 10
S5:J, '176 :.!J

56, 036 97
67, 928 02

218, 6!!6
38 776
1, 340: 041
323, 149
2'17, 7!!9
290, 459
23,023
7, 424
118,923
715, 477
1, 247, 73:.!
17,540
475,512
41i, 821
5fi, 1<17
31, 974
105
29,:300
324, l LO
445, 3:.l9
G, 643
10.447
3 915
7: 600

38 00

563,052 28
5!)1, 321 66
1, 586, 673 27
67!), 122 12
42:l, 09l:S 70
•52il, 492 37
250, 508 76
108, !101 r()5
3:!5, 264 42
1, 005, 997 4·l
1, 714, !!49 39
1!J!J, 165 82
811, 98:.! 64
216,281 65
224,247 08
536, 831 23
341,967 21
57!), 502 52
731, 600 89
920, 528 81
99,875 23
105, 901 53
108, 043 98
8!'i2. 177 75
401, 195 32
:310,488 01
277, !)96 90
1,356,478 7L
:124,651 70
378,4:31 04
28fi, 995 2.)
802,959 76
267,068 63
2!'il, 475 62
261 392 76
2!J7: 062 77
24 , 59B 55
428,532 89
264, 16L 41
124,321 3:!
542, 036 64
159,839 87
83,179 82
347, 367 35
24,890 7!J
208, 550 50
9, 236 06
lOG, 660 34

13, 6:3!), O!J3 03 12, 188, 643 70

26, 577, 692 17

$661, 053 45 $1, 901, 11'18 44
35, ::341 98
473, 737 81

47, 7:18 04
2c<, v2:.l 13

34l,fi17
545,290
2:N, 919
34L, 075
lli:.J 9:.!7
20::!: 622
218, 375
95,218
207,940
~ 87, 535
-455,302
1n, 214
279, 26G
161, 108
163, 616
464, 394
330, 165
506, 866
3!J:3, 123
470, 208
88, 342
89, 235
100, :~53
?:n, 1()0
3(i!), 263
281, :l34
224, ti20
71H, 956
271, 714
240, 570
267, 72fi
298, 81"9
229, HJO
228,153
203, 043
255, 890
188, 722
29:i, :\80
l!Jd, 475
11~, 6!J7
J!78, 668
141,541
74, li82
2;i:l,l;i6
23,5 14
1!)5, :l40

!'i9
2-.1

1!1
73
~4

99
02
02
22
33
01
41
9:l
77
26
36
Ol
66
07
74
26
70
41
18
H
62
31
06
13
8[)
2H
05
88
78
!J!)
:-!7
05
!)0
88
i'S
HI
fl7
!)7
87
46
3·1

90
45
57
94
73
39
73
11

20, 26L
35, 574
593,281
39,921
119, 757
17,795
489,638
17, 186

80
84
99
80
89
05
87
38
94
68
84
45
71
22
69
00
22
65
27
64
31
75
55
O:l
70

37, 408
25,000
47, 655
106, 339
54, 763
3, 08:\
19,040
12,040

89
00
GG
47
54
36
65
0!)

n; ou

n, :no s2

4, 3fi!J 44

73, 164 44
82 8.)
11, 133 33

9, oa8 1ts

102,

2.~8

60

5, 813 34
187, 793
26,895
27 92,<
61: 94i
9, 393

62

n

t;3
62

D1

19,658 27
108, 758 99
20\J, 471 20
3!J, 454 85

.-- -. i2; 877-32
11,771
13 652
52:337
18, 720
5, 4G8

25
01
52
93
52

1, 778
9, 206
32,162
31,265
15, i25
240,922
20, 096

60
!Jl
84
72
55
7d
80

19, 701
25, 056
21,222
32,827
. 44, "179
38,065
12,146
25,257
17, 978
1. 043
27, 154
5,150
25,646
69, 324
4, 635
93, 571
2, 236
3, 529

44
07
43
58
15
71
66
93
66
53
50
24
56
29
73
83
55
91

1, 792, 317 27

BEN,J'N AL VOTID,
Paymaster' General United States Army.

~

Statcmr11t of fh<' nccounl of the ray Departmen t 1rilh the several app1·opriations subject to its control during the fiscal yem· ending Jnu e 30, 1877.
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In account with the Treasury.
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1-3

H

0

~

Pay, &c., of the Army, 18i7 . ....................... ..... - ...... ·--- ............... ..
1

i:::~:, <~{c~~gf ~:~i~~~:~~CJil8~~ ~!.' -~~~~~ ~:::: ~ ~::: :: ::::::::::::::::::: ~:

....$2o9:oii;. 32·

$13,011,175 50
226, 600 ou

l'ny oft he 'Military .acntlt>my, 1876.......... .. .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. ..
19, 000 00
l'n.y, &c .. oftheArmy,1875.... .................................. ....
75,88218
l'ay of tho hlilitnry Acadt>my, 1875 .... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
8J, 828 07
Pay, ,\.o., of the army, lb74 . ...................................................... .
Pa) of the Arwy, ll:!7J . ............................................................ .

7, 753 96

10 35

~:~;~~F1~~~!~;:1;~: }ttr :: ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~ ~:::::::: ~:: ~::::::::::: ~::: ~:: ~ ~:::: :::::: :::::::::.
1

~~~~: ~r ~~~ ~~;~n~;~! y~~~sf~!~~~l~~~!~~ ::~:: ~:::: :::::: ::~: ::::::::: ·. :::: :~ : ::: :~:::

l~ouuty to >olmHPtns' willows and legal heirs .... ....... ..
~ullaist\'uoe of otlicers . ................................ ........ ............ ........ .
P•1Y in heu vf clothing to officers' ser>nnts. ... .... .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . .. . .. .... _.. .... .
Bounty uu<ler not of July 28, 1866 ............... .................. .... ... ......... .
I>a.ywent of expouses under reconstruction acts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
126, 143 213
~·r·nn:•hng e::s:pt:mse~ . C ilifornia and-Nevalb volunteers ...... ....... . . ...... _...... .
Traveling expenses First .llichigan Ca>alry ................... ...... .......... .... ..

$18 1, 909 •80

6 40

$266, 813 79
1 53
il, 772 80
65 56
3, 371 08

$78 08

364
252
627
240
630
3, 555
873

242 72
290 75

406 93
137 92

54
07
70
tl2

38
59
39

733
1, 278
23, 746
84 325

1, 438 10
08

I

$ 13, 646 63

113, 826 65

5 80

94
77
87

tl2
22 50
I 25

61, 626 72
111 36

$13, 278, 067
226, 601
463, 105
19, 065
87, 145
33, 8:28
617
5<12
627
240
1, 364
4, 840
24,620
84,325
1, 460

37
53
85
56
14
07
61
82
70
82
82
76
26
82
60
I 33
189, 100 00
126,260 44

J>nyoftho.A.rwy,187l...............................................

15,557 03

~~~~~r~l~~~~.;:~~~. ~~~~- ::::~: :::::::::::: ~::: ~ : : ::: :::::: ~ ::::: ~ :::: ......-~~·_os~- 0~
J>nyofth~:~..lnny,

th•u!'ral

u:na......... .. .....................................

1

~·~~;l:l\.c~·., :;~b"o·'A~-~;):: is1~i:: ::::::::::::::::: :::~ :: ~:~: ~:: :::::::::

1, 604 88
1, 123 75
34 30 •· ··-···· ... ·- .• ··--· .••....

72 1.............. ·\............. .
72 ......................... ..

6
44,776 OQ . ......... . ........ . .................................................
2
126 60 . ...... - .... - . ............ .
7 68 ......................... ..

expt>USt'S, 1873 ................................ ............................ .

:::::::::::::::.

t;rj

00
t;rj

0

~
t;:;j

1-3

>
~
~

0

~

~

>

979,142 75

~~~~0:{,t~1 ~~~~~~;e~~-~-- ~i-l~~~~~-~~-1:.~~~ ~~i~~-~:::: :::~~: :::~ :::::::: .... _~~~~-~~- ~~

~

?0

REAPl' ROl' RIATED.

J>oy of two and three years' volunteers .... ..... ..... .. ...... ...... .. ,

1-3

328 25
42 80

980,747
404, 361
34
15, 885
35, 086
6
44, 818

63
98
30
28
09
72
80
2 72
126 60
7 68

........................J...............,................ ,. ..... _ .... ,..............,..............
-i~~~~~f~J~:;~~~~~.::;i; ~~~~ j·2_:~EE:--:L- ::L-HE
l:~~~~~F~-~ -~~~~-~~~~

J>n.>, &e., of tll(l Army,
l'n_,,,v.t' .. oftb<'Aru._,,J87-t ..............••....•.................... ···············• ················•············- .............. .
l'a_y of the .b.lllitary At'ntlumy, 1874 ............................ · ···· · •······ . ........ .

General expenses, 1872 . _...............•......... ! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... ......... .

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::

Ri;e~r.:~:s¥:~~~!s~~:~~~~·~~~~~:~
~::
Pay of the Military Academy,
and prior ............. .......... . ...........•....
187l

Pa.r in lieu of clothing to officers' servants at .Military Academy,
1871 and prior ........................ . ............ _.... . ..... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

fi92
2, 321
125,324
375
229
372
18, 367
457
6, 261
3 396
1:400
42

3:{ !H

18
65
6iJ
49
74
15

33
fi92
2,:321
125, 3~4
375
229
372

5;i

18,367

46
75
53

457
6, 261

23

10 37

00

246 54 . . . . . . • . . . . . . .

3, 396
1, 410
42

!H
18
li5
68
49
74
15
53
46
75
53
60
00

246 54

li~~~iili~);ff1r~~jf'!:18''~andjP''•'::));~\•\:\::;):: \::;:. l\\::)\:j.:\\\:•• ~: :.:~\\!\\\ •:::•!::\\\:\\ ----~~~-~-~~ ~~~::::~· ~: ~ ~
Total.. .•••.•••.•...........••...•........•.•........•.........

~41,669

95 13,"3::;1, 7!lO 11 IS9, 680 51 35o, ol373 -236, 132 40

~--206, 7l5

12

----w;-275, 991 88
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Stult'mcnf of the ac€ount of the Fay Dcpm·tment tfith the sereral app1·op1·iaiions subject to its cont1·ol, g·c.-Continued.
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In account with the Treasury.
·r"~

CJ.,!)

00

0<!)

,.0

<1!
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P=1

P=1
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M
'"d
0

~
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'al

!?:l
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!?:l
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E-1

0

1-:!:j

r:l\, &c., ofth() .Anuy, 1877 ....... ........................... .
Pu\ oft be :>\lilitm·y .At'<Hll'my, 1877 .. : .. - ..................... .
l'a~ . .\:('.,or tlll' i.\rm~·. l-<7li. .... -- .. - - .............. ----- .. l'n~ of tho ~lilitnry .llc<Hh•my, 1876 ........................ ..
Pn,\. &c., oftlwAnn:y, lt<15 ................................ .
Pny of tlw .i\lilitnl'y ~\e:ulcmy, 1875 .................... - .. - .. .
Pn.', &c., of tho .t\.rm~, 1b74 ................................ ..

$131,043 45

1''''''''''''1::::::::::::

~~~bt;,{.~~~~~~~~. ~:~~~::~~~: ::::: :~~::: :::::::::::: :~:~~: :::: ::::::::::::::::1:::::: ::::: :J:::::: :::::
{:;~~: ~::H~~ ~l~~~:iJ~?t~~~(~j;~:~:i:;lt~~~~~ ::: ~ :::: :::~::: :::::::: ·::::::::::::::: ·:::::::::::::1::::::::::: ·

~(lln~ty to vol~mt~· t·1·s' '' itluwt~ nud legal hE'il'S .. - ·-- · • · · ·- · · • · ·-- • ·-- · ·- ·- · · · ., .. -- .. ---- -- ~ .. -- .... -- ..
:-.uuststence of otli(·rrs ..... ................................... . .................................... .
in lieu of dothing to omeero;' S<'ITants ....................... _....... _......................... ..
Bounty Ull(lor net of July 2il, 1t66 ... .... .. .. ---.. ••.• •. .•. . . .
189, 000 00
100 00 . . . . . . . . . . .
l'nyllll' nt of expt•nscs nntkr n•c<mstrnrtiou nets .. _. .... __ ... . ......................... __ 126, 174 76
Trnv<'liUI! e:xveu:sl'S, California and :::\' evnda Yolnnteers....... . .. _........... . i .......................
.
1
Tra> cliug. e-xpenses, }'ir::;t !lichi ~!!an C.'a,·alry ................. . ... ... ·.......... ............ . . . . . . . . . . . .
1
llliAl'l,lWPlUA'l'ED.
I
Pay of hi"h and tln-cc years' volunteers ............• . •.•..... _
137, 000 00 1 11 , 407 73 ....... _•. _.
:Bnuut~- to' ultmh•ers' "illows and legal heirs.................
362,000 00
• 300 00 1 42, 061 98
l'n~ ofvolmlh•ors .... ... ... .. . .............................. . ......... . ......
34 :~0 . . . . . . . . . . .
Pa~-

~:~~L::U1~~~?;:~f~. ~flf2 ~~~~ ~ ~: ::::::::::::::: :~:: :::::::::::::: ~:::::: ~·:~~~:~~:
~!~l::~€~:~1~1~:~:;~~:~ :l:ii i: :~:::: :~:: ~~:: :: ::~: :::::::::::::: :~:~:~:: :::::: ~:
J>nyofthuArlll)\ 1873 ..................... . .................

................

6

~i ~i 1::::::::::::
12~ ~g ::: ~ ~: :::~ :~
42 80 1.... : ...... .

$1, 377
423
fi17
542
621
240
1, 364
4, 840
24, 6;20
84, ::l25
1, 460

34
30
61
82
70
82
82
76
26
82
60
1 33

85 68

$12, 743,
211,
96,
8,
15,
33,

643
000
7R3
000
948
828
617
542
627
240
1 364
4: 840
24 f;20
84,325
1:460
1
189, 100
126,260

148, 407
404,361
34
5, 617
76
6
42

45
00
36
00
32
07
61
82
70
82
82
76
26
82
60
33
00
44

73
98
30
74
33
72
80

2 72

126 60
7 68

$534, 423
15,601
366,322
11, 065
n, 196

92 $1, 250, 767 81
26, 871 82
53
49
180,074 63
56 ··-······- -- ·
82
50, 445 11

$1, 785, 191
42, 473
546, 397
11, 065
121, 641

73
35
12
56
93

. .......... ............. . .. - . . ...... -. . . .... .......... ... ...
.. ...... ...... ........
34, 385 90
34, 385 90
........................
9, 304 58
9, 304 58
~

.......................... . ................. ........ ............... ...............
.......................... ... .. .............................................
..........................

21, 204 67

21, 204 67
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18, 500 94

18,500 94

1, 076 25
992 55

1, 076 ::25
992 55

832,339 90

16, 763 89
174, 035 74

849,103 79
174,035 74

10, 267 54
:35, 009 7G

7, 893 38

18,160 92
35,009 i'G

44, 776 00

44,776 00
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'l'RANSFER ACCOUNT.

Pay, &c., of the Army, 1876.......... .. . . • . . . • • . . • . . . . . . . •. . . .
Pay, &c., of tho Army, 1874. ...... .... .. ....... ......... ......
l'ay of the Military Academy, 1874....................... .. . . .
Pas of the Army, 1873 • • • . . • . . . . . • • • • • . • • • • . • • • . . . • . . .. . .. • • • .

. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. .. . ...... ......
592 18
. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.. .. .. . .. . . • .. • .
17 00

. .. • . . . . . . . .
33· 94
....................... .
.... .. ... . ..
2, 321 65
.. • • • • . • • • .. 125, 307 68

R~~e~}Hl:~~~~:~;st~~~l~~~.~
i~i~~~~~:: ::~ ::::::: ~:: ::::::::: :::::::: ::;::::: :::::::::::: ::::~: ::::::
Pay of the Arm)',

1872 . .. . . .. . • • .. .. • . . . . • . . . • . .. . . . . .. . • . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • .
73 . • • . . . • . . . . .
G eueral e:>..-penses, 1872 . . . . • . . . . • • • . .. • . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . • • . . . ........•• :. . . . . • • . . • • . . . .. . . • . . .. . . • . .
8

~~e~f~h~ ~iiii-ta~-;; A: ~~~1e-~~;,-1872 · ~ ~ ~ ~ ~::::: ~ ~:: ~ ~:: ~ ~::: ~::: .::::::::::::::: ::::::: ·:::: ::::::::::::

Ac:ulem_y,

Pay of the Arm _y, 1871 and prior . . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. .
1, 410 60
P<t.Y of tho Milital'.Y
187L and prior.................. .. . . . . . . .. . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . ..
Pay iu lieu of rlothiug to ofticers' sen·ant:s at Milita:ry Academy,
1871 autl}Jrior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Forap:P of ottit•er>~' horses at Military Academy, 1871 aud prior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.Pay of two and thrro year<>' Yoluntoers .. .. .. . . . .. ... . . .. . .. .. 1 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
230 46
Tionnty to YOlunteers' Widow,; <l.lHlJep:al heirs ................ . ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
100 00
llonut.\ to Yolnuteers and rt'p:ulars .. .. .. . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . ..
3, 850 00

~~~ H

18, 36G 80
457 46

~; ~g~ ~g

...................... ..
.. .. .. .. . . . .
42 00

...... ......
. . . . . . . . . . . .

. . .. .. . . . . . .
...... ......
. . . . . . . . . . ..

241\
16
661
20, 000
26, 932
1:~ ,

54
00
15
00
00

~~~~~~?~~~~~:~~~;-~~~-::8~~~~~;~~-~~~: ~~~~~~~~::: ::::::::::::::::.::::::::::::::: ..... 4
;f ~f :::::::::::: i: ~~i ~~
2

l'ay in lit>u of clothing to officers' sen·auts .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . .. .

Total ......... ... .

28 90 . . • • • • .. .. . .

I

..... - ............. . ..... , 13, 60 I, tiOG 00 I 184, 816 35

-------------------------------P .I.DlASTER-GF.NERAL'S 0FFTC~},
September 29, 1877.

4, 595 14

I 201, 641 51 I 366, 930 50 I

33 94
592
2 321
125: 324
375
229
372
18, :367

18
65
68
49
74
15
53

4!'i7 46

6, 261
3, 396
1, 410
42

75
53
60
00

246
16
13, 891
211, 100
30, 7tl2

54
00
61
00
00

toe

~

~

~

2 ~: ;~i ~~

11>-

l/:!
~

4, 624 04

14, 354, 98d 36

I
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3, 713,320 79
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BENJ'N ALVORD,
Pay1nctster-GeneTal,. U.S. A.
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St 11 t 1 ·u~t •ut, by approprlation!l, sllowiuglhc amount in the hands of o.tficers of the Pay Department and unaccmmtedfor on July l, 1876, the amount ?'Cceirer.1 by
tltt'lll from fltr J'rra.~ury and j1·om all other source-~ during the fis.crtl year ending Jtwe 30, 11;77; also the amount accounted jo1· by vo 1u:ho·s of expendilure11,

by tlt1)(1sits, aud I'Qllaccmotf

i11

the Treasury, and the balance 1'emaiuing unaccountedjo1· on June 30 1 1877.
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Puy uf two and three years' \Oluntecrs (reappropriated) ....... ..
Uuuuty net of July 2'l, 1"66 ........... _........ . .............. _.. .

'l'ra\t'ling oxponscs, California nnd Nevada volunteers .. ....... _.
Tranlinl! OXJlCHSNI, First Michigan <.:axalry .... _............... .
.Army paymasters' collections .................................. ..
Total. ____ .. ____ . ______________ ..

.. - .... -- .... -- ..

-1.691,a407ll-,, "'· oOOOOI
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:::::::~:~~oil= i::: :: :~I

~

0
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6 40
51 73

atoll) ................. - ........ _..... __ ... ____ .. _____ .. ____ ... .
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.5
0

22 36

l'ay of the Army prior to July 1, 1871 ............. _ .............................. _
.P ay of tho At my ptior to July 1, H:!it' (reappropriated) .......... .
l!nunty to volunteers, their widows and legal heirs (reappropri-

~

P'+'<

Pay, milen~o. nnlll!l'ner!ll cxpen;;cs of tbe Army, 1il77 ........•... . ....
Pa\' of tbt• ~lilitnrv .AcntlNuy, lbi7 ....... - ............ - ... ----- .. . - ... ---- ....... ..
l'u~·. tt·an•liu~, !lml J!CUN'al t--x.pt•nses of tho Army, 1876 .. ••..••. _.
$1, 429, 364 81
Pay oftht• ~hlitnry .t.\ catlcmy, ltii6 .............. _.. .... .. ........
24, 9"99 53
l'n.r, tran•linl!, nml gent•ml t>xpcnsos oftbe Army, 1875. ......... .
81,712 65
1'11y, travolin)!, nnd J!Oneral expenses of the At ruy, 1e74... ...... . .
39,730 29
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$12, 941, 1f'5
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1, 4!)6, 200
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1
24,202
6
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Pay, mileaae, and general expenses of the Army, 1877 • . . . . • . • . . .
$2 37
$3,883 29
Pay of the Military Academy. 1877 ................. . ............................. .
l>ay, traveliug, and geueral expenses of the Army, 1876...........
181, 907 38
73 48
Pay of the ~ilitary Academy, 1876 ...... -----· · ---··:.--·········
7~1 55
Pay, tra>ohng, and gonentl expeuses of the A rm.v, 187;:> . . • . • • . . .
7, 7;:>1 96
50 Oli
Pay, traveling, and general ex:veuses of the Army, 1874 . . . . . . . . . .
5 80 , _...... _....... ..
70 28
Pay of the Army, 187:i ............ ------ .................................. ____ ..... .
Gouera I expenses, 1873 ............................................. _............... ..
Pay of the Army, 1872 .•• •••.... . ....•...•••....•..•••••......•.........••..........
9 16
Pay of tho Army prior to July 1, 1~71 ............ :. . . . • . . . . • • • . .
6 40
Pay of the Army prior to .July 1,1871 (reappropriated) .......... ... ................................ __ . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

$11, 686, 531
186,297
1, 134, 218
32, 184
35, 465
5, 268
3, 2H3
1
2, 988

~

58
79
97
50
52
31
06
74
75

36,973 80

$11,690,417
186,297
1, 316, 126
32, 999
43,267
5, 344
3, 293
1
2, 997

24
79
35
53
54
39
06
74
91
ij 40
36, 973 80

Bounty to volunteers, their widows and legal heirs (realJpropriated) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
195, 808 521
195, 808 52
Pay of two and tbree years' volunteers (reappropriated) ............................................. _ .............. ____
130, 89~ 82
130, 892 82
Bouuty not of .July 2il, 18o6 ........................... - ----· ........ ____ .... ________ .. __ .. ____ ... _.... .. .. .• .. .. .. __ ..
187,264 52
187, ~64 52
Tra>eliug expenses, California and Nevada volunteers ............................... ____ .. ____ .. __ ................ __ __
1, 903 15
1, U03 15
Traveling expenses, First Michigan Cavalry .... ......................................... .. -- .................. -- .............. ---- ............. -- ....... ..
Army paymasters' collections ........................................... __ .... _. ..
$559, 539 98
559, 539 98
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$1, 250, 767 81
26, 1'71 82
180, 074 63
50,445 11
34, 385 90
9, J04 5!:l

190,415 46

Septembe?" 29, 1877.

559,539 98

4, 086 27

13, 639, 093 03

14, 393, 134 74

~
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00

21, 204 67
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7, 893 38

l;:d

174, 035
16, 763
11<, 500
1, 076
992

74
89
94
2;)
55

- - - - - -·- - - - - -·- -·- --·- - - - - - -1- - - - - - 1 - - - - - -

Total. .................... .
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1, 792, 317 27

BEN.J'N ALVORD,
Payrnaste?·-General U. S. A.
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Btafrment V!J ap]>1'0Jn·iations of approt•eil and~suspe-nded disbursement~'! in paymasters' accounts 1·enilercd dm·ing the fiscal ycm· ending .Tune 30, 1877, showing
also the balance of suspensions remaining Jtwe 30, 1876, anwu11t t·enwverl dm·ing the year, and balance 1·emaining June 30, 1877.

Appropriations.
.Approved.

-

Suspended .

Amount of suspensions r emai uiug on the
books.June30,
1876.

Total suspensions.

Amount of sus- ~Amount of suspensions ~ e- pensions r emoved durmg mainingon t be
tbefiscalyear books.June30,
ending June 1877.
30,1877.

-

- - - - - - 1 - - - - - !- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - $8, 118· 87
:j;1 7, 367 97
$17,367 97 - ...... -...... . ........ $9,249 10
Pay, mileaj!e. and gonernl e-xpenses of the Army, 1877 . ..... . $11, 681), 531 58 $11, 669, 163 61
~

J>ny oftbo Military A.cad~:>my, l tl77 . ........................ ..
J>ny, t~·avt'lin~ •. nod l.tt'n6ral expe~ses of the Army, 1876 ..... .
Pn.y ot the 1lllht:wy .Academy, 1bl6 ........................ .
l 1 ny, tr:wt>lin~, and ~enernl expenses of the Army, 1R75 . .... .
Pay, trnveling. and gent:ral expenses of the Army, ltl74 ... ..
Pay of the Army, 1873 ................. ·----- .............. .

~~~~~~~· ~~~!~~~s~is7a· :::: :~:::: ::::::::::::::::::::: ~ :::::
1
8
ii1fo~~!~I s1tr.~~.'. .~~~: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :

General e::.:penses, 1872 . .............. : . .. _.............. . .. .
Pay of tbe .A.rnty plior to .July 1, 1871 .. __ ...... __ ..... __ .. .
Pay oftbe Army prior to .Jnl.v 1, 1871 (reappropriated) .... .
Pay of two and three year -volunteers treappropl'iated) ... . .
Bounty to volunteers, their widows and legal heirs (reap-

BJ~~f,~i~~~~f -j~i)· '28.' 1866:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :~::: :

T111-veling expflnses, Califomia and Ne-vada volunteers ..... .
Traveling expenses, First Michigan Cavalry ............... .
Total. ............... ..
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50
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31
06

195, BOB 52
187,264 32
1, 903 15

186,296
1, 131, 78:3
32, 184
35, 431
5, 268
3, 284

I

~

1 53
1 53 .. ........................... .
26
$9, 9!'i9 11
12, 394 132
2, 435 7l
26
30 84
30 84
50 . .. .... ............... .. .
34 18
3, 522 96
3, 557 14
~4
1, 002 43
1, 002 43
31 ·--------·-----8 14
1, 922 62
92
1, 914 48
........... , ............ . .
270 50
270 50
------ -------··-----------217 41
1 74 .... .... ............... . .. .
217 41
1 74
9 7tl
896 74
886 96
2, 988 75
2, 978 97
437 17
437 17
-----·--------· ·-- ---·---·-- --· ·---------· -·····
110 95
110 95
................. . ........ ..... .. .............. .. ..... .............. .. ...... . ...
802 73
802 73
............ . ...... . --- -·---- ·-----· ..........................
102 38
157 e4
36, 973 00
36,815 96
260 22
130, t!92 82
130,892 tl2 ...................... . ... ............................ ... ......................
186,297
1, 134, 218
32, 184
35, 465
5, ~6d
3, 293

53 . ---·----. ··-·-45
2, 347 37
8-1 .................. ·----89
2, 2:.!4 25
96
775 47
80
1, 244 82
90
::J 60
39
8 02
79
597 95
17 .......................
9() 95
00
81
63: 92
3ti
130 86
·--------------- . ........................
1
10,047
30
1, 322
226
677
2n6
209
298
437
14
164
U9

195,808 52
187,264 52
1, 903 15
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UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.

BOARD OF VISITORS TO THE UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY AT
WEST POINT, 1877.

APPOINTED

BY THE

PRESIDENT.

Prof. CHARLES 0. THOMPSON, of the Free Institute, Worcester, Mass.
The Right Rev. CHARLES T. QUINTARD, S. T. D., LL.D., Bishop of Tennessee·
Sewanee, Tenn.

General DAVID B. HILLIS, Keokuk, Iowa.
General THOMAS W. HYDE, Bath, Me.
Colonel JOHN S. McCALMONT, J.ilranlclin, Pa.
Rev. CHARLES S. RICHARDSON, Malone, N. Y.
Ron. ADLAI E. STEVENSON, Bloomington, Ill.
APPOINTED

BY

THE

SENATE.

Ron. JAMES G. BLAINE, Maine.
Ron. SAMUEL B. MAXEY, Texas.
APPOINTED

BY THE

HOUSE

Ron. HENRY B. BANNING, Ohio.
Ron. THOMAS C. PLATT, New York.
Hon. GILBERT C. WALKER, Virginia.

OF

REPRESENTATIVES.

REPORT
OF

THE BOARD OF VISITORS·
18 7 7.
SrR: The Board of Visitors to the Military Academy at West Point for
the year 1877 ha\e the honor to submit the following report:
The hoard was organized at West Point on Monday, the 4th day of
June, 1877, by the election of a president and secretary, and the appointment by the president, in accordance with the vote of the board, of thA
following committees·:
·
.
1. On fiscal affairs.-Hon. A. E. SteYenson, General Hyde, and Representative Platt.
·
2. On bu,ildings and grounds.-Senator Blaine, Colonel McCalmont,
Senator lVIaxey, Representative Banning, aud B,epresentative Walker.
3. On disc~pline and drill.-General Hillis, General Hyde, and Senator
Maxey.
4. On commissary and mess.-Senator Maxey and Hon. A. E. Stevenson.
5. On the corps of cadets.-Bishop Quintard and General Hyde.
6. .On the course of stu.ay.-Professor Thompson, Bishop Quintard, and
Hev. C. S. Richardson.
7. On the religious condition of the post.-Rev. C. S. Richardson, Bishop
Qu~ntard, and Uolonell\fcCalmont.
All the members of tbe board were present excepting Represeutative
Walker. The committees of the board proceeded at once to an investigation, as careful and minute as possible, into the subjects respectively
assigned them, and reported to the board in writing. These reports, after
full discussion in daily meetings, were unanimously adopted, and the
president and secretary were instructed to embody the results of these
investigations in the report of the Board of Visitors.
Every available means has been used for getting full and trustworthy
information on every topic committed to the care of the board. The
first evening after the organization was spent in a conference of the
whole board with the Superintendent. The committees held repeated
and prolonged conversations with the commandant of cadets, with all
the members of the academic board, with the quartermaster, the surgeon,
the Army officers stationed at the Academy as instructors, and with
personal friends in the corps of cadets. The researches of different
mer2bers gave the board the advantages of European experience in
military schools, and of all published histories of the Academy, with
many of the reports of previous boards. Tbe adjutant fur~nished carefully-prepared statistics. All tlJe books and records of the post were
freely submitted for inspection.
Tile board enjoyed a signal advantage in finding in its membership
two graduates of the Academy, Colonel McCalmont (1842) and Senator
25w
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Maxey (t846), whose clear and distinct recollection of the condition of
the Academy in former times was of great assistance in forming a
judgment of its progress.
Members of the board dined with the cadets on brief notice, inspected
their quarters at unexpected times, sat in the office of tlle commandant
()f cadets during the administration of discipline, inspected their quarters, the quality of their food and the method of preparing it., and the
hospital.
They attended the examination of the first class, and those of the
lower classes at such hours as could be spared from committee-work,
and scarcely an hour passed in which some member was not present.
During the examination of the first class, which began on the 1st day
of Juue and closed on the 9th, some sections of the lower classes were
engaged in ordinary recitations. This opportunity was not neglected.
In sllort, the board took advantage of the absolute "freedom of the
city" teudered by the Superintendent to satisf:V themselves on every
point that was raised concerning the management of the corps of cadets.
Notlliug could exceed the considerate courtesy wbi~h was shown to
t he mern bers of the board by every officer of the Academy in the prose-cution of their inquiries. From these sources of information the board
derived a general impression that the Academy is educating the officers
<>f the Army in a thorough and effective manner. All the recommendations of this report are in the direction of a possibly higher degree of
·efficiency in certain points and greater economy of expenditure. Every
.suggestion and recommendation is based on the personal observation
and knowledge of members of the board.
The Military Academy bas rendered a service to the countr,y in giving
tone and elevation to education, and in furnishing stimulating examples
<>f fidelity and self-denial in the discharge of duty, which are of scarcely
le s importance than the kill in the art of war which has shone on so
many field . The history of education abounds in illustrations of the
indebtedne s of the science of pedagogy to the professors at \Vest
Point, e pecially to the Hlustrious inventor of the blackboard. Of the
mor direct re ults of the work of the school it is easy to judge. Indeed,
r1ot the lea t iuteresting and valuable feature of WestPoint is the younger
Army officers who are as igned to duty in the different department ..
There in tructor , selected by the head of departments ou account of
t heir con picnou merit, after two year ' experience in the Army, ordinarily remain at We t Point at least four years. Under this arrange·
m nt, the efi'ectivene of th ir in truction is not impaired by too clo e
proximit to contemporary students, and th y enjoy all the auvantage.
<>f a r iuence at the Acau my as po t-graduates. These advantage
th y highly njoy and improve, o that multitudes of officers under this
y t m advance their tudi into the higher realms of knowledge. Free
'nt r · ur e with the e g ntlemen convince the board that th anticipati n rai d by tll. acad mic career of cadet are largely fulfilled in their
Ar y lif.
·f r pa . ing t ad taile<l account of th ir inve tigation , the board
d ir t r · rd tlJ ir n of tbe great -v( lu to tile .Academy of tb
pr . n • f a major-g n ral of the Army at it hea<l. A. the offic i.
11 w fill
' rtainly harm u faction i · cur u in th acad mic board
an h m ra~e f the corp f ca<let k pt at a high pitch.
FI C.AL .A.FF.A.IRS.

ta lar tat m nt f the appropriation made y ongre
urr nt fi ·cal y ar i append to thi r port, Table A.

for the
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The appropriations are disbursed througll the office of Capt. R. F.
O'Beirne, the disbursing officer. The books are kept on a simple and
_ingenious plan evoked by the recoguized need of the office, and give to
any inspector a clear and satisfactory account of the manner in which
.eacll specific appropriation is expended.
The specific ~ccounts with the memberR of the corps of cadets are
~ept in the office of Lient. S. M. Mills.
The board notice with great
.p leasure the discreet method of purchase and distribution of supplies,
wbicll promotes the comfort of the c~.dets in many ways. These dnties
Lieutenant Mills performs in addition to his work in charge of the cadets'
mess.
A cadet receives no mone.r at any time prior to graduation. He is
-credited with his pay, and all articles be is permitted to have are
·charged to him. The accounts are so kept tllat be can see at any moment how he stands. With one or two exceptions, the cadets are out
·Of debt, and they appear to be learning the great lesson of living within
their means, which is inculcated by j adiciouR rules. The present re·duced pay has been found sufficient, since purchases of all articles of food
.and clothing are made on the most advantageous terms in open market.
It will be seen by reference to Table B, appended to this report, that
the amount of business thrown upon the officer in charge of the cadets'
mess is quite large, and that the clerical work required in this office is
()f such a nature that an enlisted man could rarely be found to perform
it in .a satisfactory manner.
The board therefore recommend that Lieutenant Mills be allowed a
clerk, whose compensatiou shall not exceed one thousand dollars per
annum.
GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS. ,

The board find, after thorough personal inspection and conferences
with tbe quartermaster, that the chapel, the academic hall, the messball, the library, the superintendent's office, the riding-school, and stables
.are in good condition, and need no change, addition, .o r repair. The
·b arracks for cadets require enlargement. The rooms are constructed
for the accommodation of two cadets each, and cannot be occupied by
more with due regard to health, convenience, and proper facilities for
-study. Yet, in several citses, three cadets are compelled to occupy one
room.
An addition could be made to the present barracks at very reasonable
·cost, aud in perfect harmony with its architectural design.
The windows in the barracks are filled with very small panes of glassseventy-eight to each window. The glass is of inferior quality, and the
.supply of light utterly inadequate. Larger panes of better glass are
inrlispensable to an adequate supply of light in the study-rooms.
The new hospital, the construction of which was begun in 1874 and
arrested a year ago by lack of appropriations, is greatly needed for the
proper care of the health of the cadets. Though its construction is well
.advanced, it is now an un igbti~T' unfini bed building, utterly valueless
as it stands, and constantly deteriorat.ing. \Vbatever urn m:-~y be needed
to complete it will be most wisely expended, and::~ n appropriation for the
purpose is re, pectfully urged upon Congre s. The old hospital building i in ever.r respect inadequate and unfit for the purpose; but it
conld be turned to good account for officers' quarter~, ot which there is
a decided lack at the post.
.J.. othing is more needed than a plentiful supply of good. water and an
-effective system of sewerage; but the water-supply at 'Vest Point has
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been _precarious for many years, and, at seasons when most needed,
altogether insufficient. An inexhaustible supply of pure water is obtainable by bringing it from a mountain lake less than four miles distant
from the post. A committee of the board having carefully examined
the present and proposed sources of supply, the board have no hesitation in saying that the ·plan of bringing water from the lake should be
adopted.
The system of sewerage, now well advanced in portions of the post,
should be extended over the whole and made entirely thorough. As
matters now stand, there is great danger that diseases traceable to sewage-contamination may break out in the undrai~ed portions of the post.
The board would not make any recommendation tending to increase the
mere luxury of living, but pure water in abundance and. effective drainage are essential to health, especially in a place so densely peopled as
West Point, and no reasonable expense needed to secure them should
be withheld.
Additional facilities are needed for the manufacture of gas. A few
years since Congress appropriated $25,000 for this purpose, but, before
it could be used, the law covering unexpended balances into the Treas.
ury went into effect, and the improvement was not made.
It is now recommended that the appropriation be renewed. The evidence submitterl to the board as to its necessity was entirely conclusive.
THE COURSE OF STUDY.

For purposes of instruction, each class is divided into small sections,
usually of not more than ten each. Each section is taught by one of the
assistant professors, who are all directly supervised by the professors in
the respective departments. These instructors in every case have been
absent from the Academy on service in the Army at least two years,
and the evil of adventitious authority over contemporaries in school is
largely averted. This method of imparting instruction is the secret of
the extraordinary results of the ""\\7 est Point course. It probably requires
the support of military discipline to be thoroughly satisfactory, but with
that support it certainly works well.
It is obvious that a large part of the labor of these instructors must
be concentrated upon the more backward scholars. Whether this is a
wi e expenditure or not, the board do not feel clear enough to expre s
an opinion. The increased accomplishments of the more brilliant officers, who would appear a a consequence of concentrating the force of
instruction upon tbe upper section , i perhaps completely balanced by
the u ful career of officers taught on the existing plan whose graduating rank wa low.
A large p rc ntage of graduates from a thorough school i a test of
~he economy of expenditnre of it educational force, the tandard remainmg unchang u. Table U of the appendix how what the number of
cadet would ha~e been from the beginning had the quota of each State
been k~pt full; Table , th number appointed and rejected from each
tat mce 1
; Table E, the percentage of graduate and pecification
of rea n for r dection ; it aL o ives tati tic of the cla of 1 77.
The. eta le will r p y att ntive tud.''· It app ars that, of th whole
num r of a t
tw n 1 '"' and 1 77, inclu iv , 52.1 p r cent. have
ra uat d an
f the t tal memb r hip f the cla of 1 77, 6 . per
t. g_ra ~nat cl. 'tati tic
iv n in tb r port f the Unit d tat
1. 1 . ! f ~ lu ati n
h w t at h p r ntage of graduate to
r h1p 10 th p l t hnic ·h ol of thi · conn ry fall , b low thir y.
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The Academy therefore sustains a comparison with similar schools with
great advantage to the effectiveness of its method.
The details of the course of study are printed in the Regulations. The
board find that the instruction in the several departments is given in
-exact accordance with the printed programme, and with great fidelity
and success. The examination of the graduating class was diligently
watched by nearly all the members as the main ground for forming ·a
judgment, though other classes were frequently visited. A careful comparison of the results of these examinations with the questions and
papers returned on them by candidates at the entrance-examination
sh.ows that the time devoted to instruction bas been skillfully and diligently used by officers and stndent_s. All the examinationR, including
the one for admission, seem to the board just and impartial.
The collrse is ~ e verely gymnastic. Mathematics and physics occupy
a share of the time, which might seem disproportionately large were
"it not true tba~ the obj ect of the school is "special," namely, to fit men
·for effective service in the field of military engineering, and this work
·must be done in four years with young men who come from the common
schools of the country.
The Academy does not undertake to give a broad general education.
·The fallow-ground of literature, psychology, ethics, and ::esthetics it
·cannot turn, except to teach the essentials of English composition. Its
functions are quite distinct from those of an institution which undertakes to fit men for subsequent professional studies.
It is an interesting fact that a preparation for college, and especially
·a thorough knowledge of the Latin language, is a valuable auxiliary in
its O\Yil work. Of the first seven men in the grauuating class of 1877,
six bad enjoyed this advantage, and the :first man had completed two
years of a college course. But some surprise was occasioned by the
'<liscover.v that no time is allowed on the hour-plan forinstruction in.the
department of history. geography, and ethics, a department expressly
·created by statute.* Indeed, no direct training in the use of the English language is given during the entire conr~e. Consirlering the importance to an Army officer of a lucid and graceful style of English com·
position, the board feels bound to draw special attention to this omission.
·
The question of tLe true position of drawing in this course is beGet
whh many difficulties and engaged the ~erious attention of the board.
])rawiug involves two distinct - branches of knowledge~ viz, construction-dra\dng, including projections, topography, &c., or the ability to
represent all objects on a flat surface in such a ~ay that their size and
relations will be intelligible to a competent observer, and free-hand or
.art drawing. In struction in the first, in the judgment of the board, might
properly be put npou the instructor in practical military engineering, ex-cept that part of it which now falls to the professor of mathematics.
The practice of drawing as one of the fine arts is a beautiful accompli hment, and must add to the attractiveness of a topographical map;
but it is not inclispen able to a successful engineer, though it enlarges
_his re ' ources of pleasure, especially in isolated localities on the frontier.
Whether tbe time now devoted to it at West Point can be afforded or
should be :filled with other labor, r., larger experien ce will decide. The
,profes or of drawing bas served but one year, and the results of the year
are quite pleasing.
The position of the professor of law b anomalou-. He is the only
member of th e academic board a Rigned to duty, aud b.v this means
" General tat ut , ch a p. 4, ec. 1309.
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liable at any time to transfer, like any Arms officer. Common justicewould demand a recommendation for his recommission by the President,
with the consent of the Senate, so as to sec,ue him a permanent tenure,
were there not strong reasons for .a reorganization of the other departments so as to assimilate them to this.
The attention of the board was--called to tlJe possibility of a considerable economy without loss of efficiency by a reorganization of the plan
for giving instruction in the modern languages.
It will be remembered that the length of the course has not been uniform. By act of Congress September 18, 1854, the course was changed
from four years to five. Changed back October 11, 1858, again made
five years April15, 1859, and finally fixed at four, July, 186J, in which
year two classes graduated. The confusion arising from these tentative
experiments has resulted in a possible survival of the strongest rather·
than the fittest in the elements of the curriculum. But specific changes
in a course of stndy which has in it the experience of seventy-five years,
and which bas borne fruit, on the whole, so good, must be made with
great care and circumspection. Each part of the course must be wisely
and justly set in its true relations to other parts.
For such minute and careful labor the time at the disposal of the board
was altogether inadequate. They content themselves, therefore, with
stating the results of their inquiries, as ground for the conclusion which
they reached-that the time has come for a judicious and thorough readjustment of the course of study.
They therefore recommend that a commission, small enough to be
efficient and large enough to be serviceable, be coustituted by act of'
Congress, at as early a date as possible, with ample time and powers, to
con ist of gentlemen representing tlle academic board, the graduates of
the Ar.ademy, aml civilians familiar with general education, who shall
report to Congress such changes in the organization of the Academy
and it course of tudy a shall promote its usefulness.
In making this recommendation the board reaffirm, from their own
ob ervation , the judgment of tlJeir immeuiate predecesRors.*
TilE CORPS OF CADETS.

Oommis ary and mess.

. ·

R port of Board of

---

i itor for 1 i6, '

.o ral Devens, pre id ut.
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Drill.

For purposes of instruction in tactics, the corps is divided into Jour
companies, each in charge of an assistant instructor, who is a commissioned officer of the Army.
The board witnessed exhibitions of the proficiency of the cadets in each
of the three arms of the service, and are clear that the high reputation
of the Academy for perfection in precision of military maneuvers is well
sustained. Much surprise was manifested at the remarkable attainments:
of the cadets in cavalry practice, considering the small amouut of time
which is devoted to this branch.
In the infantry drill, in addition to perfect step in column line and
wheel, the board remarked with approbation the new movement in the
skirmish drill, by which the advanced line is re-enforced by the second ancl
third.
In the manipulation of artillery the cadets sustained the high reputation of the corp~ for brilliancy in the maneuvering of field-batteries aml
accuracy in the firing of siege-guns.
The important subject of the flight of projectiles is treated. in theoretical and practical use of the most valuable contributions of exact science.
The Band.

The board find that the reduction of the band under recent legislation
of Congress from forty to twenty-four members has greatly increased the
difficulty of keeping up a high degree of excellence in tactical movements.
This band, the only one paid for by the government in the entire militaryestablishmentof the United States, bas long contributed in a mark eel
degree to the precision, effectiveness, and spirit of the drill and training
of the cadets. Its effectiveness has been diminished by the reduction
in numbers in a greater rati.o than the figures indicate. The board are
clearly of opinion that the band ought to be restored to its pristine numbers and efficiency. All connected with the Academy thoroughly sympathize with this view.
Religious and social advantages.

Since the organization of the Academy the only time at wbich formal religious instruction is given is on the Lord's day. On that day
the whole body of cadets attend sP.rYice in the chapel in the forenoon,
except such as are excused to attend some other service, or are excused
altogether on the ground of conscientious scruples. This service is conducted by the chaplain. Ju the afternoon a volunteer Bible-class is held
in the chapel, and, at the same time, several cadets attend other Sunday,-.
schools. On Sunday and Wednesday evenings a volunteer prayer-meeting is conducted in Dialectic Hall, which is largely attended by the
cadets. No study is required on the Lord's da,y. The chaplain of the
po t states that the cauet have uniformly manifested a high degree of
respect and attention toward religious services.
.
The nature of the case forbids any specific church organization at the
pot.
'.rhe board hope that some means will be adopted whereby there shall
be more frequent contact between tile cadets and the chaplain, and they
further re pectfully recommend to the Secretary of War anu the academic boaru to consider whether the public parade on the Sabbath day

392

REPORT OF THE SFCRETARY OF WAR.

might not be omitted without impairing the discipline and efficiency of
the corps of cadets.
The Dialectic Society, a voluntary organization established in 1824,
is kept up with a good degree of efficiency, and affords excellent opportunities to its members for practice in extempore discussion and in composition. The cadets are allowed to visit the hall of the society on Saturday evenings and on other days during release from quarters. The rule
governing the visits of cadets to families on the post restricts them to
recreation-hours on Saturday afternoons, except by written permission
of the commandant. They may visit in barracks on Saturday evening
from inspection until tattoo. They may consult books in the library at
any time when exempt from duty elsewhere, and it is gratifying to learn
that large use is made of this privilege.
Discipline.

Every cadet is enlisted in the Army of the United States for eight
years. During the four years of his residence at WestPoint he is to
become familiar by actual experience with thfl duties of a soldier. For
this end the system of discipline is calculated. It must, of necessity,
differ widely from the regimen of a civilian school.
The conduct-roll is the mainspring of the system of discipline. The
rules, which every cadet is bound to obey, are contained in two printed
documents: Regulations for tbf\ United States Military Academy, and
General Orders for the United States Corps of Cadets, issued under the
sanction of the Secretary of War.*
The punishment for every offense is also carefully prescribed. The
enforcement of discipline is carried out by means of punishments
awarded by the commandant of cadets, with the approval in every instance of the superintendent, and by advantages gained by regularity
and obedience. The enforcement of such minute rules in a mechanical
way would become injurious, but when it is mixed with common sense
and manly discretion, as at West Point, it produces most beneficial results. The cadets acquire habits of neatness, order, regularity, implicit
obedience to lawfully-constituted authority, and the faithful performance of the most minute duties, which are essential to the character of
a good sol<li~r. The most scrupulous care is exercised by the commandant, who is charged with the immediate administration of discipline, to
secure exact justice in all transactions with the cadets, so that each
studeut ball feel that his own immunity from outrage must be met on
his own part by a nice regard for the rights of others. Indeed, the example and precept of the commandant are well supported by the influence of the whole academic board. The cadet in recitation is add res 'ed
by the title of'' Mi ter ;" the tender of respectful courtesy from the inf rior in rank is invariably met by a return in kind from the superior;
perfect decorum prevail in the mess-ball at meal ; and hazing, lying,
profanity, and all use of alcohol are prohibited by stringent rule which
are rigidly enforced. It i noteworthy that no purchases can be made
by the cadet except tbrough the commis ary. There are no bop on
the po t. All that officers can do is done to secure equal right to all
cad t ; and, above all, every effort i made to instill and to cultivate a
high sen e of honor a the principle of honorable conduct, so tbat mild
puni hm nt are ever ly felt, and imple reward, deeply appreciated·
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The object of the discipline of thP Academy is to fit men for soldiers in
such a manner as not to unfit them for (~iviliaus. But the life of a soldier is rigorous and exacting. It is well, then, that the cadets should be
subjected to a regimen which will prepare them for their profession.
Perfect regularity in sleep, dress, diet, care of the body, exercise, study,
and recreation, under the wise direction of expert instructors, results in
the finest physical developq1ent and great professional ability. The
board remarked with great pleasure the modest and manly bearing of
the cadets, and their freedom from all visible signs of any vicious indulgence; and the country may congratulate itself that the officers of its
Army are so admirably nurtured as soldiers and men. Every good citizen is deeply interested in all that concerns the welfare of the Academy,
and cannot lose sight of the fact that it is the vital point of our national
defenses.
For convenience, the recommendations of the board are briefly recapitulated:
1. That the commissary of' subsistence be allowed a clerk.
2. That the barracks be enlarged and better lighted.
3. That the hospital be :finished.
4. That the water-supply be enlarged.
5. That the sewerage of the post be completed.
6. That more ample gas-works be provided.
7. That the band be restored to forty members.
8. That inquiry be made as to the possibility of abolishing military
parades on the Lord's day.
9. That a commission be constituted to revise the course of study.
In conclusion, the board cordially re-affirm the judgment of all their
predecessors in commending the Military Academy at \Vest Point to
the confidence and support of the people of the United States.
Signed, in accordance with the vote of the board,
CHARLES 0. THOMPSON, President. ·
. .CHARL"bJS TODD QUINTARD, . Secretary.
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TABLE B.
Lieut. S. M. Mtlls, treasurer United States Military Academy, in account with the United
States Umps of Cadets, for the year ending Ap1·il 30, lt!77.

CR.

DR.

To equipment funds retained .......•. $13,432 00
To cadets' mess, board .......••....•.. 59, !'i99 80
101 61
To cadets' mess, damages ............ .
Tocadet.s' commissary, stort> and clothing department ... ................ . 50,675 04
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6, 2:'19 25
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By traveling pay ...•...•......... .
By pay ............................. .
By cash credits: ................... .

$17, 061
8, 861
10, 888
1, 821
1, 475
161, 196
543

89
51
00
26
94
67
60

1

05
20
50
22
85
2!'i
40
70
05
25
75
64
45
67

201,848 87

MEMORANDA OF THE QUOTA OF CADETS.
The right of appointment has always been with the President.
In 180~ the .Academy was established by law as part of the Engineer
Corps (2 Stats., 137), and the number of cadets was 10.
Previously the organization of the Engineer Corps (1 Stats., 366) had
provided for 2 cadets.
In 1812 tbe number was increased to 250 (2 Stats., 720), but nothing
was enacted as to their residence. The custom gradually grew up, however, in these as in other appointments of consulting the Representatives
in Congress as to fit persons for the appointment, and thi1:1 custom continues and is now invariable, although it has never been enacted a law.
In 1843 the number was jixeu at one from each congressional district,
Territory, and District 9f Columbia, and ten appointments at large in
addition, and has so remained to the present time.
It is presumed that the 2o0 cadets authorized in 1812 were distributed
approximately according to the population of States, arid the accompanying table is drawn up on thap basis.
It would involve a clerical labor of several weeks (and then without a
strictly accurate result, owing to tile meagerness of the early records) to
take account of the failures and "turn-backs" from different States and
the "five-years" clas es.
The accompanying table i compiled by distributing the 250 appointments among the States by the proportion, as the total population is to
the population of the State, o i 250 to the quadrennial quota of the
tate.
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Dividing the allotment of each State by four, we obtain its annual
quota. After 1843 the number of congressional and territorial districts
(according to each change thereof) has been used and the number of
.each State divided by four as before. The result is only an approximation, but a very close one, to "the number of cadets to which each State
would have been entitled had the quota been kept full. from the beginning."
'
~espectfully submitted.
:H'. V. GREENE.
Pirst Lieutenant Eng·ineers.
NoTE.-This table is, of course, purely hypothetical. It shows the
number of cadets each State would have had provided no vacancies
had ever been left unfilled, and provided each cadet had remained four
years and then graduated. The fact that so many have failed after admission and thereby given two or more cadets to one district in four.
years and less than one graduate in the same period, makes these figures
less than the actual number of admissions and greater than the actual
number of graduates, these being given by Colonel Hall at 5, 721 admissions aud 2,640 graduates.
·
:H'. V. G.

r

TABLE . C.

Annual quota of cadets at West Point, as authorized by law, (on the supposition that (;ach cadet 1·entains exactly fou1· years and no vacancies are left unfilled.)
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D.

Table showing States ft·out .which were appointed candidates rejected by the academic board
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Table showing States from which tt•m·e appointed candidates 1·ejected, g.c.-Continued.
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ROBT. H. HALL,
Oaptain Tenth Infan6·y, Adjutant.
ADJUTANT'S OF.FICJ<:, U~HTED STATRS M1LlTA1~Y A CATIEMY,

WeBt Point, N. Y., June 8, 1877.
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il4, or 45.3 pt~r cent.
40, or 49.3 per cent.
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38, or 46.9 per cent.
42, or 47.7 per cent.
40, or 44.4 per cent.
31, or 43.5 per cent.
44, or 48.8 per cent.
36, or 39.7 per cent.

{ 20, 4 Y'""• " 42.5
per cent.
22, 5 years, or 39.2
per cent.
37, 5 .vears, or 46.2 per
cent.
44, 5 years, or 61.1 per
cent.
32, or 39 per cent.
24, or 32 per cent.
20, or 33.3 per cent.
27, or 37.5 per cent.
63, or 58.8 per cont.
38, or 46.9 per cent.
58, or 58.5 per cent.
46, or 63 per cent.
36, or 48.6 per cent.
45, or 64.2 per cent.
33, or 60 per cent.
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57, or 60 per cent.
41, or 34 7 per cent.
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43, or 35.5 per cent.
48, or 48.09 per cent.

ROBERT H. HALL,
Captain Tenth InjantnJ, .Adjutant Military .Academy.

. Y., June 14, 1 77.

Statistics of class of 1877.
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LoRt:
Di cbar_g d .................. ..•.. . ...... . .............................•............ ····-~ 25
Reij!lld .... ... : ........................................................................
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rr ~~om

11

47
77

n , an or:l!!inal memb r, is absent on sick-leave. Therefore, the actual number of graduates

MILITARY ACADEMY .

TABLE

403

F.

Printed sources of information concerning the JJ1ilitary Academy at West
Point.

Reports of Boards of Visitors, appended to annual reports of the
Secretary of War.
Bibgraphical Register of the Officers and Graduates of the United
States Military Academy. By General Geotge W. Cullum. Van Nostrand, New York.
·Military Systems of ;Education. Henry Barnard. Hartford, Conn.
Published by the author.
Accounts of the Systems of Military Education in France, Prussia,
Austria, Bavaria, and the United States. The Qhapter on West Point,
by Col. P. L. MacDougall. London: Eyre and Spottiswoode,
History of West Point. Maj. E. C. Boynton. Van Nostrand, New
York .
. Report of a Commission appointed in 1860 to revise the .Course of
Study. The War Department, Washington.
The Army Register. Adjutant-General's Office, Washington.
List of cadets admitted into the United States Military Academy at
·West Point~ Compiled by Oapt. Robert H. Hall, War Department,
Washington.
A valuable pamphlet privately printed by the Association of Alumni.
Regulations for the United States l\filitary Academy. Sent on application to the superintendent of the Academy.
General Orders for the United States Oorps of Cadets. Sent on
application to the Superintendent of the Academy.
For additional valuable information, suggested by General Thomas M.
Vincent, Assistant Adjutant-General, U.S. A., see American State Papers,
Military Affairs, vols. I to VII, particularly vol. VII (pages 1 to 108),
for report No. 731, H. R., 24th Congress, 2d session, giving, from a select
committee, a history of the origin of the Military Academy; its changes
by legislation and practice; objections to its constitution and operations;
modifications to adapt it to the wants of the nation; history of the names
and matters relating to all cadets, from 1800 to 1834; military history
of all graduates received into the Army; amount appropriated for the
Militar.v Academy and annual expenses, from 1815 to 1834; the same
from 1802to 1815; recent appointments, graduates, and how disposed of;
resignations from the Army, of graduates, and remarks on the regulations of tbe Academy, &c.

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE
SOLDIERS' ·HOME.

OF THE

BOARD OF COM~IISSIONERS OF THE SOLDIERS' HOME.
OFFICE OF 'l'HE BOARD OF COMMISSIONER.S
OF THE SOLDIERS' HOME,
ROOM 13 \VINDER:S BUILDING,

Washington, D. 0., October 25, 1877.
SrR: In accordance with the requirements of article 1 of the ''regulations for tbe general and internal direction of the Soldiers' Home,'' which
directs that the board of commissioners, "at their meeting in October,
will make an annual report of their proceedings to the Secretary of
War for the information of Congress," I have the honor to report for the
year ending September 30, 1877, that the monthly visits of inspection
'by the board have been regularly made as required by law, and at each
visit the accountR of the treasurer llave been audited for tlle previous
month. In addition to the stated official visits of the board frequent
personal visits have been made, and all matters pertaining to the welfare of the inmates and tlle care, preservation, and improvement of the
property of the home have received constant, careful attention.
During the past year, as well as in previous years, the board have
kept in view as objects of the greatest moment connected with their
important trust, the happiness and well-being of the inmates and the
permanent improvement of their property. The comparative ease with
which good discipline is maintained, the respectable appearance and
deportment of the inmates, and, considering the class of men gathered
together, the low ratio of sickness and death among them, attest the success with which the efforts of the board, in the accomplishment of the former object, has been met. In this connection it is proper to recognize the .
constant care and attention given by the governor and his officers to all
the wants of the inmates, while their devotion to all other matters pertaining to the immediate administration of the affairs of tile home has
been faithful, and in aU respects satisfactory to the board.
The addition, by purcbas~, of an estate embracing about forty acres
of excellent farm-land adjoining tlle home-grounds on the east, which
was made in the fall of 1876, has been a most valuable acquisition, and .
all farming operations connected with tbe home are now established
there, and the cultivation of the ground on the west side, which could
never be appropriate to the general plan for the grand park it is designed to be, bas been discontinued.
Among the improvements carried on during the past year, the most
important is the erection of a substantial stone wall and. iron fence
extending from tbe northwest corner of the grounds along tile thoroughfare known as the" Rock Creek church road," and continuing around the
northern to a point on the northeastern boundary. A work which will
recommend itself to any intelligent observer, and which wi11, without a
doubt, pro'\e by it dul'ability ti.Jat the money expended upon it was an
economical investment.
Tlle steady increa e in the number of inmates, and the crowded state
of the quarter., bas made it nece ary to take some steps toward
increasing the accommodation , and for this purpose an extension to

"
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the north wing of the main buHding was determined upon. The cellar
has been dug 'and the foundation walls carried up to the surface ready
for the commencement of the walls, where the work bas been suspended
for this season.
A new building Las been erected on an appropriate site riorth of the
main building, au~ is now . being completed for a library and readingroom. The removal of the library from the main building to the new
structure will afford sleeping accommodations for quite a number of inmates, and very much relieve the present crowded state of the quarters.
At the principal entrance (known as the ''Whitney-avenue" entrance), and at the northwest entrance from the "Rock Creek church
road,'' new, substantial iron gates of elegant design and ornamentation
have been placed.
As far as practicable, the inmates who possess mechanical knowledge
and 'are physically able have been employed in the work on buildings
and grounds, according to their several trades, while others have . been
employed as laborers upon the roads, the farm, and in the gardens, and
all receive pay for the work performed, additional to the regular benefits of the horne.
The following changes have occurred among tlle officers of the home
during the past year:
Lieut. Col. 0. H. L aub, assistant meuical purveyor, secretary, and
treasurer, died December 2, 1876, and the vacancy thus created was
filled by the detail of Maj. J. H. Whittl'esey, United States _1\.rmy (retired).
Maj. J. C. Clark, j r., United States Army (retired), deputy governor,
was relieved at hi s own request, May 15, 1877, and Maj. Milton Cogswell, United States Army (ret.ir~cl), was assigned to duty in his place.
Col. T. G. Pitcher, First Infantry, who had filled the position of governer of the horne for nearly six years, was relieved July 1, 1877, and
Col. J. H. Potter, Twenty-fourth Infantry, was detailed to succeed him.
The receipts and disbursements of funds on account of the home for
the year have been as follows:
Remaining on hand September 30, 1876. ------ . ... .... · ·---· $67, 114 31
Received on account of Army contributions (12t cents per
month from each enlisted man in the Army), fines and forfeitures imposed by sentence of court-martial, unclaimed
effects of d ceased soldiers, pension s of men receiving the
benefits of the home, interest and sales, effects of deceased
inmates .• - •••. ___ •... ___ •......... _..........•...... _.. _ 204, 334 64
- -$271,448 95
Paicl for sub&istence and clothing of inmates, commutation allowance of
per month to meml;ers of the homer siding with their families, t ransportation of discharged soldiers to the home, monthly gratuities and pay
to inmates mployed, beds and bedding, new furniture, foe], gas, and
forage, building-materials and pay of mechanics, stone wall and iron
rai!in_g- incl~ ing the grounds, lodge-gates and houses, erection of new
bu 1ldmgs (library, farm-bou e, and stables), new works for incr asing tbe
supply of water, alterations and repairs to the h me build in rrs, office'. ·' q11art rs and hospital, improvement of grounds, making ~'tnd repair of roads, purcha
aud op ning and cnltivation of gardens, contructing ewer aud laying drain-pip , and incidental expenses..... .. 262,30 4,
Remaining on hand September 30, 1 i7 . .. .... _. __ . _.......... . .. .

9, 140 49

Tbe numlJ r of new admis ions to the home c1nriug the year was ... . _____ _ .....• 154
The uun1h r of men receiviiJg tbe benefit:; of the howe, 'eptemher 30,1 77, wa __ 512

r •r
J

pectfu1ly, your ob <lient servant,

J. K . BARNI~S,
urgeon-General U. S. A ., President Boa-,.·cl of Gomm,issioner .

nor ble th
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REPORT ON THE STATE, WAR, AND NAVY DEPARTMENT
BUILDING.

REPORTS
ON THE

SfATB, WAR, AND
NAVY DEPARTMENT BUILDING.
/
REPORT OF COL. 0. E. BABCOCK.
\

r

.

have the honor to submit the following report of operations
on the construction of the east wing of building for State, War, and
Navy Departments during the period from the end of the fiscal year
1876, to the 1st day of March, 1877.
·
Since the date of my last report, June 30, 1876, the following work
has been done :
SIR:

CONCRETE,

There has been expended for labor in breaking stone for concreting over floo rs, $279.25.
BRICK-WORK.

The walls, backing, and arches of the third story have been completed at a cost of
.
The brick walls in the third story have cost per cubic foot 43~- cents, and fur each
thousand of bricks laid $24.56.
.
In the four th story the walls, backing, aud arches hav~;~ been completeu, at a cost of
$14,037.67i .
.
.
The brick walls iu the fourth story contain 25,780 cubic feet, or 438t thousand bricks.
The cost of the same per cubic foot is 30M} cents; the cost per thousand is $18.02.f.,.-.
The backing in the fourth story contains 8,678 cubic feet, or 147t thousand bricks,
and the cost per cubic foot is 30! cents; per thousand bricks it is $17.86.
The arches in the fourth story contain140,000 bricks and 17,600 skew-backs; and
the cost per thousand is $2~.26 .
·
In the fifth story a small portion of the walls and arches only have been constructed,
at a cost of $2,634.61! .
In the walls 2,324 cubic feet, or 39t thousand bricks were laiU, at a cost per cubic
foot, of 29H cents; and per thousand bricks, $17.6:3f.
The arches in the fifth story contain 70t thousand bricks and 15,000 skew-b:10ks;
and the cost per thousand is $22.66H.
·
Average cost of the whole of the foregoing brick-work p er thousand, $l9.23t .
In the various items classified in my last report as miscellaneous brick-work, there
has been expended the sum of $4.,376.34i.
$4,033 .~Gt.

GRA.J.~ITE-SETTING.

The granite-work of the third story has been completed, and a considerable portion
of the fourth story bas been set, at a cost of $4,fi91.2Rf.
The number of cubic feet set in the third and fourth stories is 15,912, and the cost
per cubic foot, including cement, sand, and iron clamps, is 281.-} cents.
On miscellaneous granite-work, such as checking jambs, bushing fronts, and in cutting
here two court-yard stones, which bad been omitted by the contractor at }.,ox Islandt
Maine, there bas been expended $1,509.12! .
GRANITE-CUTTING AT RICH::\IOND.

There bas been expent1od for all labor, tools, and materials for cutting,
dressing, and uoxiug granite, including the contractor~:/ 1G per cent.,
the sum of-----··----,·--·-----··----·------····----·-·--··-·------- $163,889 78
For superintendence, &c. ····-··----·---·---------------- .•. -·---··---·
6, 1G7 00
Total . -- .. -.-- .. -.. - .. -. -.--- .. --- -~ . --.-. -.-.-- . --.----- ..• ---.

170, 046 78
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GRANITE STOCK.

There has been expended for granite stock, as follows :
For the balance of third story. . . • • • . . . . • . . .. .. . • .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. $5, 841 83
On account of fourth story.... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • • .. .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. 6, 6:~2 46
Onaccountof:fifthstory ............ : ................................... 2,87911
ON ACCOUNT OF COURT-YARD.

Pavilion .•••••..•••.........•• _•.•..•..••..•••...•........................
IRON-WORK.

For iron-work there has been expended as follows:
Setting door-frames in basem ent ................................ .. .... . .. .
$40 37t
Set-ting columns and pilasters in third story ................ ...... ....... .
378 604
For rolled iron beams aud setting same in fourth story ............ _...... . 5,762 47~
3,290
22
For cast-iron columns, pilasters, and setting same in fourth story .•.......
For rolled-iron beams and setting same in fifth story .......••.....•....... 3,712 6H~
Mat6rial for flue bars .••••....•.••................•......................
92 57!
DOWN-PIPES.

For down-pipes there bas been expended forB-inch and 6-inch patent anti-freezing
pipes, and for labor in partly setting the same, $2,073.95-t.
For cleaning up, in and around the building, removing snow, repairing roadways,
and other miscellaneous work, there bas be_e n expended $1,145.:3H·MACHINERY.

On tbe various items classified under this head in my last report, there has been ex...__ pended $8,610.89-f.
CONTINGENCIES.

Tbore bas been expended for salaries of assistant engineer in charge, assistant superintendent, inspector of materials, draugbtsinen, clerks, messengers, watchmen, officerent, stationery, drawing ruaterials, postage, coal, ice, &c., the sum of $17,651.87.
DISBURSING.

For disbursing the foregoing amounts, the disbursing agent has received, $1,051.37.
On
On
On
On

SU:MMARY OF EXPENDIT'CRE.
work .......... ..................... . .......................... .. $233,391 57t
machinery ............... : .......................... ............ .
8,610 9t
contingencies .. .......••....•.. ....•.... ......•.....•.• ..........
17,65l 87
disbursing ...................................................... .
1,051 37

Total . • . . . . • . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .

2GO, 705 71

FINANCIAL STATEl\lENT.

Amount appropriated March 1, 1 75 ................................. .
Amonut appropriated July 31,1 76 ................................. .
Am unt tran. ~ rred in 1 75 to sonth wing ................ $1::7,765 6:3
Exp ncl cl to March 1, 1 77, as per voucl.J.er . . • . . . .. . . . . . . •
21, 613 67
Balanc on band March 1, J 77 ...... _ .... .. .. .... .... ....
90.620 70

$700,000 00
350.000 00
1,050,000 00

- - - 1,0:-0,000 00

uring the year adverti ements were is~ued inviting propo al for
, m re or 1 , of b t red brick . The lowest l>i<l recei v <.l wa
that f h 'V a bington Brick-Machine Oompany, to whom the contract
w, ,· <war
; the price p, i. being 86.37 perM.
1 ns re r par d, al o peci.fications and schedules of quantitie of
ugbt and ca t ir n worl required for tile roof of the nor~h and
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south curtains. Advertisements were issued inviting proposals for
furnishing and erecting the same, and the following bids were received:
Samuel J. Creswell, jr., of Philadelphia.................................
Bartlett, Robins & Co., Baltimore •••.• .... ...... ...... ...... .... ......
Wm. B. Saife & Sons, Pittsburgh......................................
H. A. Ramsay, Baltimore................................................
Robinson Brothers, Georgetown, D. C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . .
Bushall Cornell, New York ..••• ,......................................
Joseph Hall & Co., Richmond, Va...... .... .... .... .... .•.••. .•.. ..•...
Henvelman, Haven & Co., New York..................................
Union Foundery, Chicago . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . . • . . . . • • . . . . •
Jesse W. Harr & Sons, Camden, N.J..................................

$10, 152 08
10,460 00
ll, 7:35 02
11,740 00
12, 811 43
13,285 79
13,825 69
14,00p 36
18, 83•1 24
32,638 10

The following were received too late to be considered in the letting:
Philadelphia Architectural Iron Company, Philadelphia. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • .
Leighton Bridge Company, Rochester, N.Y.............................

10, 630 52
9, 950 00

The contract was awarded to Samuel J. Creswell, jr., of Philadelphia
who immediately commenced the work, and at this date (March 1) has
all the wrought and cast iron manufactured and ready to ship to the
site of the building.
Plans for the wrought and casti ron work for the roof of the center
pavilion have been commenced, and at this date (March 1) are nearly
completed.
·
In submitting this report, I wish to say that I have received most cordial, earnest, and faithful assistance from the disbursing agent, Mr.
George D. Benjamin; Theodore B. Sarno, the assistant engineer; and
all others employed on the work, for which they are entitled to the kind
consideration of your department.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. E. BABCOCK,
Colonel of Engineers, U. S. A.
The honorable the SECRE'I.'A.RY OF W .A.R,
TV ushington, .D. C.

REPORT OF THOMAS L. CASEY.
0I'l'FICE OF BUILDING FOR
vvAR, AND N A.vY DEPARTMENTs~
Washington, D. C., Attgust 11, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith my annual rel?ort on the
building for the State, War, an<! Navy Departments, for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1877.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOS. LINCOLN CASEY,
Lieutenant-Colonel Corps of Engineers.
The Ron. GEORGE W. McCRARY,
Secretary of W a.r.
S'I.'A'L'E,

OFFICE OF BUILDING FOR
~-AR, AND NAVY DEPARTMENTS,
Washington, D. G., August 10, 1877.
SrR: I llave the honor to submit the following report of the opera·
tions upon the ea t wing of the buildin rr for the State, War, and avy
Departments forth year ending June 30, 1877.
From the beginning of the fiscal~ ear until March 3, 1877, the work
STATE,
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was under the charge of Maj. 0. E. Babcock, Corps of Engineers, who
at this date was relieved by me under the orders of the Secretary of War.
Operations during the year have been confined exclusively to the east
wing, and have consisted mainly of stone and brick work, with which
was· incorporated such portion of the iron-work as is necessarily built
into the masonry, namely, the wrought-iron floor-beams and cast-iron
columns in the grand-stairway well, and the ornamental pil~sters of the
corridprs.
The cut granite required for the court-yard wall was furnished under
contract by the Bod '"ell Granite Company of Rockland, Me., and that
of the front, also under contract, by Albert Ordway of Richmond, Va.,
and from quarries on the James River. The bricks were furnished from
yards in and about Washington. The rolled beains of the . fire-proof
flooring were from the Phmnix Works of Pennsylvania; and the castiron columns and pilasters were furnished by Joseph Hall & Co., of
Richmond, Va.
Round-Top cement, manufactured on the banks of the Potomac River,
near Hancock, Md., and bearing a good reputation among the American
natural cements, was exclusively employed in the mortar.
Operations have progressed steadily throughout the year, save a suspension of about four months during the freezing weather, from November 30 to A pril2, the force employed during active operations averaging
about one hundred and thirty men daily.
The records of the office show that at the beginning of the year the
court-yard wall bad reached the level of the fourth-story floor; the front
wall throughout was above this :floor, and generally more than one-half
the Leight of the third story, and the brick backing of both walls was
up with tlle stone work. The fire-proof floor-arching, and about twothirds of the interior brick walls of the third. story, were also completed.
The masonry was practically built to the general level of the middle of
this story throughout. All that had been accomplished exterior to this
wing was the construction of th.e front area walls ~o the height of the
bottom of the coping course, which, however, is two courses of ashlar
higher than subsequent plans have determined upon. The principal
materials on band consisted of all the cut granite required to complete
the court-yard wall; a upply of cut granite, regularly replenished from
the cutting'") ard at Richmond, for the front walls; 143,565 bricks; and
42,400 'kew-back brick for door-arehes.
.
In the middle of October .the third-story rna onry was completed, and
at the clo e of operation for the season (the last of November) the masonry of the fourth ·tory bad reached the level of the fifth story or
attic floor, exceptiug the front wall, which then stood at the general
le\el of the windov - ill course. The front walls of the long curtains
were completed, th court-yard and corridor brick-arch floors had been
laid, and the court-yard wall completed.
A active operation. were notre umed until April 2 1 77, tbe above
wa ·, ther for , the con<litiou of the work when turned over to me by
Major Ba co ·k. Tuer wer on hand at thi date 455,982 urick ; 24,325
k w-l>ack brick ; 23 cubic yard of and; au<l153 barrel of cemerit.
Tb r w r al ' O four larO'e boom-derrick di po ed at eqnctl interval·
up o th
p f tb building-, aud two h i ting-engiuP on the corridorflo r f th thir l t r ·.all favorablv itnat d for u e.
rom th ommen m. nt of operation in tbe pre ent ea on to Jane
th w rk La~ · rnpri <1 t n <tJHl rick rna olJl'\1' a.ud the onstructi u f th iron r f
f tb
wo long curtain . A'n' tb
Tanit -work
f th
xter-i r wall ·, x · pt that f three dor·nH·r wiudow· ou tha pa-
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vilion-front, was completed, while but a trifling part of the interior
brick walls remained unfinished. All the brick floor-arches of the fifth
story had lYeen laid, leaving, however, small openings to admit the framework supporting the derricks.
The iron-work required for the roofs of the long curtains was fur~
nished and erected by Samuel J. Creswell, jr., of Philadelphia, under a
contract signed by Major Babcock, dated January 3, 1877, and the contract was completed May 30, 1877.- All but the front slope of this roof,
which is just above the mansard, was subsequently covered by a system
of light fire-proof corrugated-iron and concrete arches, of an average
thickness of four inches, which is yet to receive a plaster coating of 1
to 12- inches of cement-mortar, and a sheathing of light sheet-copper.
The mansard of the south curtain was slated, the slates for the north
curtain prepared, and the whole of the exposed iron-work, including the
soffits of the corrugated-iron arching, painted.
After due advertisement for proposals, contracts were entered into
during the year, as follows: .
·
September 12, 1876, with J. G. and J. M. Waters, of Georg >town, for 3,000 barrels
Round-Top cement, at $1.23 per barrel, with a deduction often cents for each barrel returned.
September 16, iR76, with Washington Brick-Machine Company for 1,500,000 best red
bricks, delivered for $6.37 per thousand.
January 3, 1877, with Samuel J. Creswell, jr., of Philadelphia, for furnishing and
erecting all the iron-work of the roofs of the two curtains at $10,152.08.
May 29, 1877, with the last-named party for furnishing and erecting all the ironwork of the remainder of the roof of the east wing, consisting of the center and small
pavilions, for $19,328.91.

Thus, at the close of the fiscal year, this wing of the building bad received nearly the whole of its curtain-roofs, exclusive of copper sheathing, and was essentially ready for the entire roof of the center and ·
small pavilions. Arrangements bad already been perfected for the construction of this remaining roof in the letting of a contract therefor, as
aboYe mentioued, with the time of completion limited to September 1,
1877.
Drawings had already been prepared and bids opened on June 20 for
furnishing all the cut granite required for the two winding stairways, of
six stories in hejgbt, in tlie center pavilion. Twenty bids were received,
varying in amount from $15,970 to $41,068. The contract was awarded
to the lowest bidder, Joseph \Vescott & Son, of Portland, Me., for
$15,970. .
On the 24th of February, 1877, a proposition was submitted by Albert Ordway, of Richmond, Va., to modify his contract of November
16, 1871, for supplying cut granite for this building. His proposition
looked mainly to the abolition of the "15· per cent." clause of his
contract, and the substitution of a definite price per cubic foot for the
granite be was to furnish. This proposition and several legal questions arising from the Rame were submitted to the Attorney-General on
the 3d April, 1877, and his opinion, asserting the power to modify this
contract for the cut stone used in this building, aud other contracts of
a similar character, was given on the 27th day of the same month. By
virtue of this opinion, the coutract of Albert Ordway was, on the 1st of
June, 1877, modified in several particulars, the principal of which c~m
fined the co t of the () uantity of granite to be furni hed within the limits of the appropriation, aboli bed the '' 15 per cent." method of paying for the cuttiug, dres ·ing, and boxing, and sub tituted for the same
a cale of prices per cubic foot arranged according to the character and
difficulty of the work to be done, wh reby a large saving to the United

416

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

States is effected, as compared with the cost of the work done heretofore.
On the 6th day of March, 1877, a proposition was made by the Bod·
well Company of Rockland, Me., looking to a modification in their contract of August 4, 1871, and the same objectionable clauses existing in
this contract as in the contract for the Richmond stone, the modifications were undertaken, and were pending upon the close of the year.
By the old system of stone-cutting, .a number of tools, with some machinery, buildings, &c., had accumulated at the stone-yard of the contractor near Richmond, Va. These it was determined to sell, and they
were accordingly advertised, on the 28th of June, to be sold at public
auction on the 25th July, 1877.
No fixed plan of assignment of space to the difl'erent departments and
their respective bureaus was made until the 28th of May of the present
year. Tbe south wing was constructed for the State Department, and is
occupied by that department.
The necessity for an early and final decision in this matter was the
object of a meeting of the Secretaries of the War and Navy Departments on the above date, at which time it was arranged that the Navy
Department should occupy the east wing, now under construction, as
soon as completed, and that that department should designate the interior
arran gements required for its accommodation. It was also determined
that the remainder of the building yet to be constructed, namely, the
north, west, and court-yard wings, should be occupied by the War De- partment, but a portion of the eastern end of the north wing was left for
futm;e consideration. It was further agreed that, pending the construction of the north wing, which would require the previous demolition of
the old War Department building, both the War and Navy Departments
should temporarily occupy the east wing. Should sufficient appropriation be granted for the completion of this wing, it is believed it can be
made ready for occupancy by the winter of 1878-'79.
The following is a summarized statement of expenditures during the
past :fiscal year:
EAST WIN G.

'

Brick-work·----· ........................ ·............ : ......•.••....
Granite-work ............. _............. _................ _.•• _.. ___ •.
Masonry on roof ........................... _.••.. _..•.•• _•...•••••.•.
Iron- work in roofs, fl oors, columns, and pilast ers .................... ..
lating and copper-flashing of roof. .................................. .
Ca~p e_n tr~ upon window-sashes ..................................... .
Pa1nt1ng 1ron-work ................................................. .
Machinery, hoistin g, repairing tools, moving materi al, and contingencies.

$37,024
244,212
1,028
28,2 8
679
307
263
42, 074

17!
23
tlO
79
98
33!

5t

71

353, 874 88
NOTR WIX G.

Granite-cutti ng .................................... .'................ .

1,49 33

Total ,...... . . • • • • . . . . . . . • • • . • . • • • . . • . . • . . • • • • . . • • • • . • • • • • . • • • .

355, 373 21

PROBABLE

PERA'l'IO~S FOR TilE FISCAL YEAR ENDING .JUNE

30, 1 78.

r b
ar a wall of the front and all the brick-work of the interior, ex. pting me mall quantitie connected with tlle :fini hing around the
·
f tll r of of tbe center pavilion, and the lleating-apparatu and
plum ino-w rk will
fini lled by th early winter.
ntra ·
re alr ad. in f rce for furni bing and erecting the frame,
rn am n al nnfl t l.J r iron- work, of the roof of tbe center and mall
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pavilions, and for furnishing all the cut granite needed for the winding
stairways, during the CJming fall. Parts of the iron-work have already
arrived.
It is intended to finish the roof entirely, as far as the exterior weatherproof covering of slate, copper, and glass are concerned, before the coming winter. This will enable the interior work of finishing to be pushed
as rapidly as the limited funds available will permit. It is then determined to construe tall the partitions required, to introduce the heating,
apparatus, plum bing and gas-fitting, and afterward erect•the iron door
and window frames and fiuishing to the extent of the funds on band.
The granite stairways of ·the center pavilion will also be constructed
this fall.
As exhibited in the following estimate, the funds will be exhausted
before the building can be prepared for plastering.
The appropriation of $150,000 for preparing stone for the north wing
will be expended as follO\TS: Upon a contract already in force with
Albert Ordway, of Richmoud, $100,000 will be expended before the
coming winter in the purchase of tue cut granite for rather more than
one-half of the front walls of the first story exclusi\'e of the center
pavilion. The balance, $50,000, will be expended upon the preparation
of st.one for the subbasement and area walls. .
.
l\fean time the necessary drawings will be prepared for the completion
of the east and commencement of the north wings.
Estimatccl cost of completing the east wing, based upon existing prices of labor and mc~terial.
Granite-work ..•••....••..•...............•.•.....•..........••.....••
Brick-work ....•....•.. ··--·· ..........•......••••............. - .. ····
Iron-work for roof s of pavilions ..................... - ..... -- ........ - ..
Iron-work for doors, windows, skirtings, stairs, and finish ...•........•••
Iron furring, lathing, and partitions ................................... .

~~~!i~f~~~~s _-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-::::::::::::: _'::::::::: _-::: _'::::::::::: _': ::::::

$19,970 00
8,840 00
22, 328 91
220,919 67
19,800 00
20,700 00
29,000 00
6:3, 875 00
11,526 00
30,000 00
7,010 00
76,400 00
1,700 00
17,8~ 0 00
lfi, 000 00
35,000 00
i:l,750 00
11,000 00
8,000 00
61,563 95
1,200 00

Total .............•.......................... _.. . . . . . • . . • . • • . . . . .

690, 403 53

!i~1~~i~~~~1p~~E~fti-~~-~:_::: ~ ~:: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~· :~ ~ ~:·: ~ ~~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: :~ ~ ~::: :~ ~ ~

::
Glazing and sky-ligllts ...... _........•..................••.... -- •.....

~~~~~ient~ -~~-fi~~~~ ·.::::: ~ ::: :::: ~ : ~ ::: ::: : ::·: :::: : :::: ~ ::: : :: :: :: .': ::: :

Carpenter and joiner work ........................................... .
Flagging subbasement ..................................... --.-- .. - ·--

~~~i~~t~~~ ~:::::·: :::::::::::::::::::: _·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

~:~~~~f:gg~r~\0e! ::: ·_ ~:::: ·.:·.:: ·. ·_: :·.-.:::: ·_·_:: -_-_:: -_-_-_-_ ·_-_-_: -_-_ :·_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_
Bronze balusters, &c., for winding stairways : •••......•.... ---- ....... .
Electrical apparatus and speaking-tubes ................. -- ••.. -- •.•..•

. E stimated cost of approaches to the east wing, based on 1n·esent prices.
E xcavatin g and grading .............................................. .
Concrete f oundations for f ence .... .- ..................... -- ..• - .. -... -Brick-work under ma,in st eps, &c .......................... -----· ..... .
Grani te-work in fe nce~:~ , st ps, and sidewalk ........................... .

irl::~i~~esi-~~~~-1~ =~~ ::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::

Lamp-posts, lantern s, and setting ......... - .... -- ....... ---- .. --.- ... -.
Contingencies (10 per cent. on the above) .............................. .
Total...........................................................
Total

27

estimat~u

w

cost of completion of east wing.... . . . . . . . . . . . . • .

$2,250
2,2:20
1,050
33,000

00

00

00
00
4,0 ~0 00
1,240 00
1,100 00
4,-l\:)4 00

49,434 00
~==

730, 837 53
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Estimated cost of no1·th wing based on present prices of labot· and material.
$6,000 00
Demolition and removal of old War Department building ........•.....
13,500 00
Excavation of foundation ............................................. .
15, ooo oo·
Concrete foundation ...••........·.................................... ..
3,850 00
Drains ........•••....••.......•••••............. _........... _....... .
Stone-work ...••..........................•...................•...... 1,167,399 05
82,600 00
Brick-work ........................................................ ..
48,640 00
Iron beams, columns, pilasters, &c ................................... .
35,000 00
Iron-work for roof .•...............·...........................•.......
180,024 00
Iron~ work for doors, windows, skirtings, stairs, and :finish ............. .
20,140 00
Slating and coppering .............................................. ..
33,000 00
Plumbing, gas-fitting, and dowu-pipes ............................... ..
66,500 00
Plastering and stucco .................................•...........•..
8,000 00
Glazing and skylights ............................................... .
10,300 00
Iron fencing, lathing, and partitions ................................. ..
~0,000 00
Painting ... ~ ................................................ ~ ....... .
13,370 00
Concrete on roof and floors ........................................... .
6~,040 00
Carpenter and joiner work .......................................... ..
19,427 15
Tiling and flagging .................................................. .
35,000 00
Heating-apparatus .................................................. .
6,000 00
Mantels, grates, &c ......................••..............••..........
9,000 00
Bronze balusters for granite stairways ............................... .
8,000 00
Electrical apparatus, speaking-tubes, &c ............................ ..
10,500 00
Elevator ...•......................................•..................
188,429 02
Contingencies (ten per cent. on the above) .......................... ..
Total .......................••................................. 2,072,719 22

Estimated cost of approaches, n01·th wi~g.
Excavation and grading ............................................. .
Concrete foundations ................................................ .
Rubble masonry ................................................... ..
Cut-granite work ................................................... .
Flagging ........................................................... .
Iron fence .... ..........•................••...•... ... .........•••.....
Lamp-posts, lanterns, and setting ................................. ~ .. .
Contingencies (ten per cent. on the l;\bove) .......................... ..
Total..........................................................

$6,450
960
3,600
222,000
1,700
1,000
5,000
24,071

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

264,781 00

Total estimated cost of north wing.. .. .. .. .. .. .. . • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2, 337, 500 22
STATEMENT OF FUNDS.

Amount expended during the year ending June 30, 1877.. .... .... .. .. .. $355,373 21
.Amount available June 30, 1877 .... .... .. .... ...... .... .. .. .. .. .. .... .
24'9, 352 60
Amount desired for :fiscal year ending June 30, 18i9:
500,000 00
For completion of ea t wing and approaches ...................... : . .. .
850,000 00
For continuation of north wing .......................... ............ .
Total •.••....••..•..•....•.....•.......•..•.• _. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 1, 350, 000 00

Very respectfully, your obedient sen·ant,
THOS. LINCOLN CASEY,
Lieut. Ool., Corps of Engineers.
E n. GEORGE W. McCRARY,
ccrctary of War.

REPORTS
UPON THE

IMPROVEMENT OF .THE SOUTH PASS
OF THE

MISSISSIPPI RIVER .
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SIXTH: REPORT
UPON THE

IMPROVEMENT OF THE SOUTH PASS OF THE MISSISSIPPI
RIVER.

OFFICE OF UNI1'ED STATES LAKE SURVEY,

Detroit, Mich., April 5, 1877.
SIR: I llaYe the honor to report the condition of the works carried
on by J. B. Eads, for the improvement of the South Pass of the Mississippi River, on March 16, 1877. My last report gave their condition on
November 18, 1876.
' MOUTH OF SOUTH PASS.

.

Between November 18, 1876, and J\farch l, 1877, the work was mainly
confined to the repair or erection of wing-dams, in order to get some
additional.scour, and to dredging.
In any statements of distances which follow, it will be remembered
that on the east jetty, distances are counted from East-Point Station,
which is 159 feet above the upper end of the jetty, the sea-end of this
jetty being at 11,800 feet from East Point, while on the west jetty distances are counted from pile No.1 at its upper enu, the present length
of this jetty being 7,540 feet.
Wing-dam A was lengthened about 70 feet in December; wing-dams
I and J, projecting from the east jetty at distances of 3,500 and 3,900
feet below East Point, were erected, and mattresses were inclined against
wing-dams Nos. 3 and 5. A foundation-mattress was sunk against the
upper side of the piles of wing-dam N o.14 near the end of the west jetty,
then another row of piles was driven 10 feet above and parallel to the
original row. Against this upper row of piles two tiers more of mattresses were sunk, thus making this wing-dam a structure resembling
the jetties.
Wing-dam No. 17, projecting from the east jetty at 11,760 feet from
East Point, was erected in a similar way, but only two tiers of mattresses
were placed against its piles. The ordinary wing-dams, formed by driving a lin~ of piles about 10 or 12 feet apart and inclining mattresses
against the upper side, have proved very temporary structures, especially toward the sea-end of t!Je jetties. Various modifications have
been tried in their construction. In some cases, the mattresses have
been boarded on top or bottom so as to allow less water to pass through
them; in others, piles have been driven through the lower edge of the
inclined mattresses to hold them in position against the piles; and in
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·one case a board wall bas been built near the lower edge of the inclined
mattress to keep stones placed on it from rolling off.
A little sea or a strong current damages these feeble structures so
much, that they require almost contant repair to keep them serviceable.
The use of mattresses in horizontal superposed layers, as in wing-dams
Nos. 14 and 17, gives greater strength. But a southeast storm on December 30, 1876, nearly destroyed these, and stripped the inclined mattresses from wing-dams Nos. 9, 15, 16, and 10, while those on wing-dams
J, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 were more or less damaged.
The same storm broke up the top or tenth layer of mattresses in the
·east jetty, between 11,000 and 11,800 feet from East Point; the ninth
.layer, between 11,200Jand 11,800feet; and injured the seventh and· eighth
layers near the end of this jetty. It also destroyed the top mattresses
at the sea-end of the west jetty. The present condition of the ends of
these jetties is shown in the longitudinal sections on sheet No. 3, herewith. Those sections show all the mattresses that have been sunk there
as if none bad been destroyed by the sea. Just bow many of them
have been destroyed, or just how deep the lowest remaining mattress
bas sunk into the bottom, I am unable to say.
In the same storm 15 or 20 piles, near the ends of the jetties, were
broken off, and all of the tops that were examined were found to be
badly eaten ·by the teredo.
lthasbeenquestioned whether the teredo will attack the small willowbrush of which the mattresses are made. I have seen such a piece of
willow, an inch and a half in diameter, which had been thoroughly
honey-combed by the teredo.
During November and December, some dredgin g was done between
the jetties at points about 4,500, 0,300, and 11,500 feet from East Point.
The amount of material removed is roughly estimated at 16,000 cubic
yards.
During February, the tops of nearly all piles below 5,167 feet from
East Point, in east jetty, and for the whole length of west jetty, were cut
off' at the water-surface.
A bout March 1 work was begun on the west jetty, to bring it above
average flood-tide and to cover it with stone. Up to March 16, 61 piles,
with 10-foot intervals, had been driven on the ri'ver-side of the top mattress, below 5,960 feet from upper end of jetty (pile No. 1) and 106 on
sea-side below the same point.
·
Between 4,200 and 6,825 feet from pile No. 1, a uistance of 2,625 feet,
a continuous mattress has been built on top of the jetty, with a thickness of from 2 to 3 feet. It bas been covered with a layer of rubblestone, 20 feet wide and about eight-tenths of a foot thick, whose top is
from half a foot to 2 feet above average flood-tide.
Ten piles have been driven at 16-foot intervals along the sea-side of
the east jetty, about 500 feet from its sea-end.
The following table gives the depth of water, in feet, that could be carried throu gh each 2,000 feet below East Point at different dates:
Distances, in feet, from E ast Point.
Dat..
0-2,000.

2,000-4,000. , 4,000-6,000. 6,000-8,000. 8,000-10,000.

-------------1 ------~1-----June, 1 75. ·--·-·· .. . . - ..
22. 5
18.7
y, 1 6 . ...... .... ... .
23. 3
20. 3
Au~.,1 76 . ···- ••... ••. •.
2.1. 5
11l. 6
•ov., 1 6 .. · · · ·· ·-····· ·
22. 0
20. 3
ar. 16, 1 77 .•••••. - · · .•
24. 1
21.1

16. 7
22. 0
2l. 0
21.1
23. 2

10. 2
21.0
23. 5
21.2
22. 0

9. 7
17. l
0
21.1
2 1.2
~3.

10,000-12,000.
9. 2
15. 0
1!.1. 8
20.3
20. 5
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The channel of 20 feet through the mouth of the South Pass, which,
in my letter of January 9, 1877, I reported as having had, on December 27, 1876, a least width of 200 feet, has narrowed at a poiut a little
below the upper end of the west jetty to 180 feet, and at a point near
the sea-ends of the jetties to 70 feet.
A comparison of the soundings off the ends of the jetties with those
of June 21, 1876, shows that in that period the 50, 70, and 100 foot
curves haYe, on the whole, remained in the same position.
HEAD OF PASSES.

The mattress-apron across the head of Southwest Pass remains, so far
as is known, in the same condition as at my last report, save that the
line of piles used in its construction has been pulled up, excepting a
small portion in shoal water near the west shore of the pass.
The west T-bead of dam No. 3 (see sheet No. 1) has been prolonged
up stream about 500 feet to meet the mattress-apron across Southwest
Pass.
The construction of this T-head was as follows: Foundation mattresses 37 feet wiJe were sunk on each side of the guiding row of piles,
thus giving a width of 75 feet; the piles were then pulled up and re<lriven through the middle of the easterly line of matresses and three
other tiers of mattresses were sunk against the west side of the piles,
these mattresses varying in width from 40 feet at bottom to 25 feet at
the surface of the water. The rest of this T-head and of dam No. 3
remain essentially the same as at my last report. During the riverrise, which began on January 24, some piles were scoured out of this
T-head just above its junction with dam No.3, and a hole 34 feet deep
formed. A mattress was sunk in it, and other piles were driven in this
T-head so as to reduce their intervals from 20. to 10 feet.
The piling of the east T-head had, on November 18, been continued
down stream to the head of the island. A foundation-layer of mattresses, 35 feet wide and 3 feet thick, has been put down on the
west side of this piling, from the island to the east T-head, a distance
of about 1,200 feet. Along the edge of the mattresses next the piling
a board wall is built whose height equals that of the mattress, the o bject being to make the dam tig-hter.
Dam No. 2 remains generally in its former condition. A deep hole
was cut out in it during the river-rise at about the middle of its length,
but was stopped by sunken mattresses.
Dam No. 1 is in about the same condition as in Nov-ember, while much
of dam No. 5, which was built of inclined boards, has been carried
away.
As dams Nos. 1, 2, and 5 did not sufficiently stop the flow of water
into tbe old eastern entrance to South Pass, a mattress-dam, called No.
6, has been constructed just below No. 5, where this entrance is 570
feet wide. .A line of piles 20 feet apart was first driven across, then 4
tiers of mattresses were placed against the lower side of the piles. Many
of the mattresses were 3 feet thick, and varied in width so as to make
the dam 45 feet wide at bottom aud 25 feet at the surface of the water.
The top of the dam bas settled somewhat, so as to be now from 0.5 foot
to 2.5 feet below average flood-tide. To make the dam tighter, each
mattress has along its up-stream edge a board wall whose edge equals
the thickness of the mattress.
Dredging, which was begun with one dredge about Reptemher 20 and
with two more about November 20, 1876, continued with intermissions
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till February 3, 1877, in the line of the channel between the east and
west T-beads. The total amount of material removed is roughly estimated at 40,000 or 50,000 cubic yr1rds.
Between January 24 and January 30 the river rose on the Carrollton
gauge (near New Orleans) from -0.30 foot to+ 5.90 feet, giving an aver~
age rise of over a foot a day. (Extreme low river on this gauge is -1.70
feet, and ext~eme high river + 15.70 feet.) The rapid rise produced a
marked scour in the channel between the two T-heads, and on February 5, when the reading at the Carrollton gang~ was 7.60 feet,. the
minimum width of the 20-foot channel into the South Pass was about
170 feet, while 22 feet of water could be carried through.
·
On March 7, which was the last day of sounding on sheet No.5, herewith, the 22-foot curve had a least width of about 200 feet, and the
soundings, which are not very close, indicate that 23.9 feet of water
could be carried into tlle South Pass from the Mississippi Riyer.
Comparison of sheet No. 5 with the Coast-Survey map of head of
passes of June, 1875, both being referred to average flood-tide~ shows
that in the head of Southwest Pass the 30-foot curve has moved up
stream slightly, while on the east side of this pass there has been some
shoaling in the slack-water behin.d the west T-head.
On a line joining the upper end of the old jetty with the upper end
of the east T-head, the average shoaling has been 7 feet in the same
period, while it has been about 2 feet on a parallel line of tlle same
length, and 1,100 feet above the first. On a line running from the
upper eud of the o"ld jetty across Pass a l'Outre the average deepening
has been about 4 feet, auu the 30foot curve of this pass has moved
2,300 feet up the river.
The increase in depth of Pass a l'Outre at tllis place is probauly dne
in large part to the effort of the pass to regain its normal cross-section,
which bad been diminished by the construction of the old jetty.
The cross-section of the South Pass has diminished at Falconer's base,
which is about a mile below the head of the pass.
. The width of the pass here is 810 feet. Its mean dept on July 3, 1876,
was 30.8 feet at average flood· tide; on January 24, 1877, was 28.5 feet
at average flood-tide; on March 7, 1877, was 26.9 feet at· average floodtide.
At Cors's base, auout two-thirds of a mile above EaRt Point, the
width of the pass being 610 feet, its mean depth on July 12, 1876, was
27.3 feet at average flood-tide; March 19, 1877, was 26.6 feet at average
flood-tide; showing a slight decrease of cross-section .at this place,
althougll Grand Bayou was efl'e.cti\ely closed in July, 1876.
REVERSE CURRENTS IN SOUTII PASS.

From time to time observations have been made to <letect the exi. tence
of re erse alt-water currents underlying the fresh water in the South
Pas , as such currents migllt have influence in maintaining a channel.
There. ult of these observation , o far as made, are given in Appendix
A. It i well known that the tide in the Gulf of Mexico almost entirely
di appear when the moon has zero d clination, and reach their greate t
values (a out 1.5 feet mean ri e and fall) when the moon ha her maxi~um declination, either north or outh. It would naturally be expected
m a ry low stage of the river that the high tides should send a consi er.' 1 amount of alt water into the ri er; at times when there was
D: tul l
alt wat r would ent r it, and at high stages of tlle river
httl or none. (Extreme low riv r read -1.60 .teet on the gauge at Oar-
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ro11ton, near New Orleans, and extreme high river reads + 15.70 feet.
The specific gravity of fresh water being 1.000, that of sea-water is
1.027.) Thus at South Pass light-house, on August 15, 1876, salt water
was found on the bottom for the first time. Rise and fall of tide that
day 1.72 feet, Carrollton gauge reading 7.60 feet . .
On September 17, with a tide of 1.2 feet, salt water of specific gravity
1.010 was again found on the bottom, the Carrollton gauge reading
3.00 feet.
But on October 2, 1876, with only 0.3 foot rise and fall of tide, and
Carrollton gauge reading 4.80 feet, brackishness at bottom was barely
perceptible, the specific gravity being only 1.001.
On October 11, with a tidal rise and fall of 1.2 feet, the Carrollton
gauge reading 5.35 feet, the ~pecific gravity of water at bottom rose to
1.014 at nine hours before high tide.
On January 3, 1877, with a tide of 1.26 feet, the Carrollton gauge
reading -0.60 foot, no reverse current was found three hours after low
tide, but specific gravity at 28 feet depth was 1.013.
January 7,1877, with tide of1 foot and Carrollton gauge reauing -0.80
foot at two hours b~fore high water, there was a reverse current with a
velocity of 0.7 foot per second at 15 feet below the surface, specifie gravity 1.000 at surfac{', and ~.012 at 27 feet depth. .
January 11, 1877, with a tidal rise and fall of 1.65 feet, the Carrollton
gauge reading -1.00 foot at an hour before high water, there was a reverse current of 1.06 feet at ~0 feet below the surface. Specific gravity
at 27 feet was 1.012.
January 13, 1877, with a tide of 1.62 feet, Carrollton gauge reading
-0.60 foot, there was, at four hours before high water, a reverse current
with a velocity of 0.55 foot at 20 feet below the surface, the specific
gravity being 1.006 at that depth.
January 15,1877, with a tide of 1.65Jeet rise and fall, the Carrollton
gauge reading -0.30 foot, there was a reverse current of 0.71 foot at 20
feet below the surface.
·
January 19, 1877, with a tidal rise and fall of 0.75 feet, the Carro11ton
gauge reading -0.50 feet, there was a slight reverse current below 17
feet depth. ObsPrvation ten hours before high water.
·
January 2(1, 1877, with a tidal rise and fall during the day of 1.9 feet,
the Carrollton gauge reading 1.40 feet and the river rapidly risin ,
there was, at two hours before high water, no salt water at any deptH.
On January 7, 11, 13, and 15,· the surface current was direct, and
varied between 0.18 foot and 1.~9 feet per second. It will be noticed
that on·January 11, 13, and 15, the velQcities near the neutral plane
changed very rapidly with changing depth. Possibly a part of this
may be due to errors of observation. A Woltmann's wheel would probably have given more exact results if one had been available.
The data thus far given are all for the immediate vicinity of the
South Pass light-house.
·
A few observations were made at the bead of South Pass, near the
lower end of Goat Isla·nct. Thus, on December 11, 1876, the water, at
the depth of 35 feet, had a specific gravity of 1.016; Carrollton gauge
read 0.75 foot.
January 24, 1877, at 35 feet deptb, specific gravity was 1.008; Carrollton gauge -0.30 foot.
From these observations it follows that at periods when the riverstage is ver.v low and the tides are the largest, there is, prior to high
tides, a con iderable upstream ilow of subsurface salt water past the
South Pass light-bon e, the ,·elocity of this flow sometimes exceeding a.
foot per second.
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This salt water is found at the head of South Pass, and it doubtless
extends far up the river in low stages. It would be of interest to ascend the river, when again low, to a point where the water is 100 feet
in depth, and ascertain the amount of salt water there.
RECAPITULATION.
At the month of the South Pass, between November 18, 1876, and
ltiarcb 16, 1877, a few new wing-dams have been built and some old
ones repared. About .16,000 cubic yards of material have been dreuged
out at points where the channel was worst. A storm of December 30,
1876, damaged the ends of the jetties and the wing-dams near them
quite severely; 2,600 feet of the west jetty has been raised by mattresses 2 or 3 feet thick built in place; a layer of stone 0.8 foot thick on
this portion gives it a height varying between 0.5 foot and 2.0 feet above
average flood-tide. The outer end of this part is 700 feet from the seaend of the jetty; 167 new piles have been driven in the jetty.
The channel of 20 feet in depth at the mouth of South Pass, which on
December 27, 1876, bad a width of 200 feet from the Pass to the Gulf,
has narrowed at a point near the sea-end of the jetties so as to be but
70 feet in width, and at a point a little below the head of the west jetty
so as to be 180 feet in width.
At the bead of the passes, the west T-head has been extended upstream to meet the line of mattresses across the head of Southwest
Pass, and its upper part bas been mad,e a solid dike. A line of mattresses has been carried from the east T-bead down to the head of
Goat Island. A solid mattress-dam (No.6) bas been built across the
old east entrance to South Pass. About 30,000 cubic yards of dredging bas been done (making the total amount of dredging here 40,000
or 50,000 cubic yards). The river began to rise on January 24, and
caused a sharp scour between the T -heads, so that 23.9 feet could be
taken from the 1\-Iis issippi River into the South Pass on 1\.farch 7, 1877.
There are forwarded herewith sheets of tracing, as follows :
No.1. Upper end of jetties.
No.2. Lower end of jetties .
. Plans and sections of jettie..
No.4. Sounding seaward from jetties.
tt"'T o. 5. Works at bead of pa ses.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
U. B. co:~ISTOOK,
:Major of Engineers and Bvt. Bn'g. Gen., U. /::J. A.
The Hou. tlJe SECRETARY Oli' vV AR,
TVashington, D. C.
APPE 'DIX

.A..

Accompanying Maj. C. 11. Comstock's 1·epo1·t on the con clition of the tcork carried on by J. B.
Eads at the 'outh Pass of the Mississippi Rice1·, of ilpril5, 1 77.
PORT EAD , February 1 1 77.
I ha~e the honor t nbmit the following summary of observation made in
ou~h J:'a
and h ad_ of outh_ Pa: , Mi si ippi H.iv r, r la.ting to alt water at the
begmmng of and dunng low nver; al o current observations to detect roverse current when such were taken.
Th new launch was not aYailable £ r work until about January 1, 1 77, and Major
H ~,. 11 l,aun ·h could only b ha 1 at certain time and for important survey ~ r ·bort
P_ r1 d · rh
rea ons and th pr
of important work on ba.nd prevented ob ·erva·
twn t det ct reverse cnrr nt in tbe earlier stag of 1 w river.
\ hen ver the monthly cnrr nt ob ervations to dAt rmiue di cllarge w remade, no
eve
curr nt exi ted in tho
nrly tage of low river. 1
MAJOR:
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Tide-gauge readings for South Pass were from United States Engineer's gauge at
South Pass light-house, and for Head of South Pass from United States Engineer's
gange at Head of Passes light-house. The following are the results of each day's observations :
South Pass, June 16, 1876.-Launch anchored just beyoud the crest of bar, midway
between the ends of j etties; total depth of water, 33 feet; tide reading 2.20 feet, and
falling; high water for the day, at 4 a, m., 3.00 feet; low water, at 3 p. m., 1.55 feet
on United States Engineer's gauge; reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a. m., 11.40 feet
Depth.

Velocity in Specificgrav!~eJ. per secity.

Taste.

Remarks.

Surface. . . .. . . . . . .. . . Not taken . . Not tested . . Fresh.. . .... Time, l l o'clock a. m.
Do.
D.o.
Remainder of depth .............................. Salty.......
Do.

6 feet ....... .. .... ....... do ...... ..... do . . . . . . . Brackish....
10 feet .... . .............. do ....•...... do . . . . . •. Salty . . ... . .

South Pass, July 13, 1876.-Launch anchored midway between jetties. 11,500 feet from
East Point; time, 8 o'clock a. m.; total depth of water, 18 feet; tide 3.50 feet, stationary ; high water for the day, at 8 a.m., 3.50; low water, at 5 p.m., 2.25; reading on
Carrollton gauge at 8 a. ru., 9.70.
Depth.

Velocity in Specificgrav~~~{.per secity.

Taste.

Remarks.

Surface.............. Not tested.. Not testecl.. Fresh ....... Extreme upper point of.
13.: ...................... do ........... do ...... . Brackish.... Brackis b water underlying the fresh
water at 11,200 feet from East Point,

i. e., the up-stream position, where
salt water was found even on th\1 '
bottom; farther up all fresh water.

South Pass, J·uly 22, 1876.-.At 11 a. m., brackish water underlying fresh extends up
to within 9,500 feet of East Point; tide 3.5 feet, stationary; high water for the day,
at 8 a. m., 3.65; low water, at 7.30 p. m., 1.57; reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a. m.,
9.70.
South Pass, August 15, 1876.-Launch anchored in mid-channel, opposite South Pass
light-house; time, 8 a . m.; total depth of water, 33 feet; tide 2.75 feet, and falling;
high water for the day, at 3 a.m., 3.39; low water, 3 p. m., 1.47; reading on Carrollton
gauge at 8 a.m., 7.60.
Depth.

Velocity in Specificgravity.
feet per secon d .

Taste.

Remarks.

Surface ............. . Not tested . . Not tested .. Fresh ..... ..

25 ..... .. .... ......... . ... rlo ........... do ....... Brackish ... .
27 ........................ do ........... do ....... Quite !fait ... First indications of salt water at this

R emainder of depth .... .... ..... ... . ..... .. ...•.. . .. . do ...... .

point during this year.

South Pass, August 24, 1876.-In cbannel .opposite South Pass light-bouse, at 6.10 p.
m., water all fresh; tide. 3.75 feet, stationary; high water for the day, at 6.10 p. m.
3.75; low water not known; reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a. m., 5.70.
South Pass, September 8, 1876.-Launcb ancbGred 250 feet east of corner of west jetty•;
time, 4 p. m. ; total depth of water, 25 feet; tide 2.5 feet; low water at 10.30 a. m.,
1.90; high water at 1~ p. m., 3.37; reading on Carrollton gange at 8 a. m., 4.10.
Depth.

Velocity in Specificgravfeet per secity.
on d.

Taste.

Surface .............. Not tested .. Not tested .. Fresh .. .... .
12 ................... . . ... do .......... do .. ..... Bracki h ... .
25 ........................ do ........... do ....... Quite salt .. .

Remarks.
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In the channel opposite East Point station, water all fresh.
South Pass, September 13, 1876.-'-ln channel opposite South Pass li~bt-house, the water
perceptibly brackish on the surface and to a depth of 25 feet, below which it is quite
salty; total depth of water, 33 feet; tide 3.45 feet, stationary; high water at 1.30 a.m.,
3.45; low water at 3 p.m., 1.35; r eading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a. m., 3.50.
South Pass, September 17, 1876.-Launch anchored in mid-channel opposite Cory's
base; total depth of water, 31 feet; time and tide not noted; high water for the day,
at 5 a.m., 3.10; low water, at 6 p.m., 1.90; reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 am., 3.00.

I

V elocity in Specific
~~~-p er sec- gravity .

Depth.

Taste.

Remarks.

~r.'·-~~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::I· ··;:oioo· ~,~_·:.·.·::.:::: :::
South Pass, Septernber 23, H:l76.-Specimen of water at a depth of 30 feet at sea canbuoy, specific gravity, 1.9251; boat fastened to spar-buoy 3; time, 9.30 a. m.; total
depth of wa~er, 19.5 feet; tide 1.40 feet, stationary; very strong current out; low
water for the day, at 12 tiL, 1.30; high water not .known; reading on Carrollton gauge
at 8 a.m., 3.90.
Velocity _in
feet ll er
second.

Depth.

Specific
gravity.

19.5 ............................... . Not tested ..
11. ................................ . ... do ..... ..

7 ..................................... do ...... .

Surface ........... ............. .... ... _do ..... ..

1. 0219
1. 0139
1. 0059
1. 0030

Taste.

Remarks.

V ery salty ........ Bottom very bard.
Quite salty . ...... .
Brackish ........ .
Slightly brackish.

Spar-buoy 3 is 350 feet beyou d eud of j etti es, and 640 feet west of prolongation of
east j etty ; sea can is 1,515 feet beyond end of east jetty, and 55 feet west of prolongation of same.
South Pass, October 2, 1876.-Specimens of w;.tter from three different locations, viz:
Midway between spar-buoys 2 and 3; mid-channel 4,000 feet south of East Point-midchannel opposite light-house; total depth of water, 20 feet, 25 feet, and 3:! feet, re·
spectively; time not noted; tide 2.3 feet, stationary; moon abont 0 declination; high
water at 9 a. m., 2.30; low water at H p.m., 2.00; reading on Carrollton gauge at 8
a.m., 4.80; midway between spar-buoys 2 and 3.
D epth.

Velocity

i~ I gravity.
Specific

!~~~nR.e I

I~::SofJa/
be

Taste.

Remarks.

I
------------------·:--------------1---------------------l·--------------. ..... .

1. 004d Brackisll ....... .
1. 003 .... do ........... .
1. 0008 Fresh ............ .

l:l
39

. ..... .
. ..... .
..... ..

1. 0010
1. 000
1. oood

BrackislJ .........
Slightly brack.itlh
]fresh ... ...... ... .

10
2

. .... ..
..... ..
. ..... .

1. 001
1. 001
1. 000

Slightly brackish .

11

.... do ............ .

20 ......................·. Not tested ..
10 ..••..•••.••••..........••. do . ..... .

Snrface . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . do
Mid-cbann 1, 4 000 feet
south o! East Point.
24 ...... .... ........... ...... do
12 ............................ . do
Surface .................. .. . do
Mid-cbann 1, opposite
light-house.
30 .................. . ... .. .. . do
15 ............. . ............ do
Surface ..................... do

Fre::,b ........... ..

12

5

4

1

Specimens of watt-r
p1 eserved for aualysis.

Specimens of water
}Jl'CSen•ed.

Specimens of water
preserved.

outh Pass, October 11, 1 76.-- 'pccimens of water taken in mid·chanu 1, oppo. ite
li ht-hou , at 6 a.m.; total depth of water, 32 -t t; tide 3.32 feet, falling; wind 15
miles per ~our, north ; high water for the day, at~ a. m., 3.45; low water, at 2 p. m.,
2.10 · readm~ on Carrollton gauge at 8 a. ru., 5.35.
V locicy in 'l----.--~-------------------------
Depth.

ft:t•

per

kc~ond .

30..... . . ... . . .... . . ... .. . .... .. . .. . ..-ot tested ..
20 ....................... .............. . do

.. ... ..

~-~·;i&~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: ::~~ :::::::

• pec~fic
I gravlty.

Taste.

Remarks.

-------1--------------1--------------1. 0104 • alty ........... ..
1. OO:H Brackish ........ .
1. 0014 1 ]'rt'lih ...... . ..... .
1. 0014 .... do ............ .

pecimons of water
pre!! rved for anal·
ysis.
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South Pass, October 15, 1876.-Launch anchored in mid-channel, opposite Cory's base,
time, 11 a. m.; total depth of water, 3~ feet; tide 2.i:l0 feet, rising; wind N.N. E., 21
wiles per hour; high water for the day, at 11 a. m., 2.80; low water, at 6 p. m., 2.50;
reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a.m., 3.o0.
Depth.

Specific
gravity.

Velocity in feet p er second.

Taste.

30 .•••••••••••••.•••••••••.••••••••. N·o t tested ..•......•........

1. 0060

15 . ....................................... do .................... .
Surface .. ......................... ... .....do .................... .

1. 0018 Fresh ........ .
1. 0008 .... do ........ .

·Number
of jar.

Brackish . ... ..

19
23
6

Depths and specimens of water taken every 5 feet, and preserved for analysis.
South Pass, October 24, 1876.-Launch anchored opposite light-house; time, 4 p. m. ;
total depth of water, 31 fe et; tide, 1.50, rising; low water for the day, at 12 m., 1.25;
high water not known; reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a.m., 1.60.

Depth.

Sp'ecific
gravit) .

Velocity in feet per second.

Surface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Not tested ................. .
Vi .... : ..................... . ............. do .................... .
30 .................................. . ..... do .................... .

1. 0018
1. 0028

1.

0~52

Taste.

Fresh.
Slightly brackish.
Salty.

Specimens of water taken every 5 feet, but not preserved. Specific gravity remained
the same from the surface to 15 feet; below 1[) feet, it increased gradually to the bottom.
South Pass, Octobe1· 29, 1876.-Launch anchored and specimens of water taken at three
different locations :
·
1st. At spar-buoy 3; time, 2 p.m.; depth, 21 feet; tide, 1.90 feet, Atationary; high
water for the day. at 4 a.m., ~.30; low water, at 2 p.m., 1.90; reading on Carrollton
gauge at 8 a.m., 0.90.

D epth.

Specific
gravity .

Velocity.

Rurface.... Not tested ..
10 . ............. do ..... ..
20 ......... .. .. do ...... .

Number
of jar.

Taste.

1. 0027 Slightly brackish
1. 0070 Salty .......... ..
1. 0192 .... do .......·.. ..

Remarks.

~~ ~ Specimens taken every 5 feet and
40

5

presel'ved for analysis.

2c1. At 150 feet east of corner of west jett.y ; time, 3 p.m. ; total depth of water, 35
feet; tide, U.lO, stationary.

I

Dopth.

Surface .....

Volooity.

-- j· ~ ............ ..

~~:::::::: :::::: ::::::::::::::::

Specific
gravity.

I

I Number
of jar.

Taste.

Sli~htly

1. 0028 1
brackiRh
1. 0152 R>~lt_v... ..........
1. 0234 Very salt.........

I

30
14
15

Remarks.

.Analyzer1 .Tanuar;v 2R.
Anal_yzt~d .rmwa.ry 27.
..c:\..nal:yzocl January 30. ·

Sp nimens t aken f'VPry 5 fret. ann prnQPrve<l.
3d. Opro ite light-house; time, 4 p. m ; depth, 31 feet; tide, 1.90, stationary.

Depth.

I Velocity.

~pec!fic , - - Tn to.

grav1ty.

IN11~1hrr
of .1a1-.

Remarks.

J------------------Snrface .............. ..
15 .................... ..
30 .................... ..

1. 0016
1.00!16
1. 0236

FrPPh ........ . ... ,
S11lty...... ......
V r.v salt .. . .. . ..

41}
::!2

2

SpenimrnA takE-n ovPry 5 feet and pres rvecl for analysis.
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During the time of the above observations, the moon passed 0 declination (ascending node).
Head of South Pass, Not•ember 11, 1876.-Specimens of water in mid-channel between
tide-gauge and south end of island; time aud tide not noted; total depth of water, 41
feet; low water on United States Engineer's gauge, at Head of Passes light-house at
4.20 a.m., 1.08; high water at 8.15 p.m., 1.15; reading on Carrollton gauge at!; a.m.,
0.90.
Head of Passes, December 11, 1876.-Launch anchored between lower end of island
and west shore; time not noted; depth, 36 feet; tide, 1.71 feet; no record of high and
low water for the day; reading on Carrollt.on gauge at 8 a.m., 0.75.

Depth.

Velocityin

;:~~n~~r

35 .................... ..
20 ..................... .

Surface ...... ·........ ..

Specific
gravity.

Number
of jar.

Taste.

i:1.000
~~g5 ~~l;;h· :::: :::::: :~
. ..•. do ............ .

Remarks.

Specimens taken every 10 feet and
36
4~ ~
preserved for allalysis.
34

South Pass, December 11, 1876.-Boat anchored 200 feet from west shore, opposite
Cory's base locate; time, 9 a.m.; depth, :30 feet; tide, 1.15 feet; b<l>ttom very soft;
mushroom-sinker sank 2 feet into the bottom ; low water at 4 a. m., 0.80; high water
at 5.30 p. m., 2.10; reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a.m., -0.75.
Velocityin

!:~~n~~r

Specific
gravity.

Surface :-.. . .......... ..

1. 000

Depth.

15 .................... ..
28 ..................... .

Nnmber
of jar.

Taste.

Fre~h

1. ooo
1. 010

........... .

.... do ........... ..

Salty ............ .

Remarks.

~~ ( Specimens taken every 5 feet and
56

5

preserved for analysi.;.

South Pass, Jamtary 3, 1877.-Launch anchored at fo~u different places, as follows:
1st. In mid-channel, opposite Cory's base; time, 1.28 p.m. to~. m.; depth, 28t feet;
t.ide, 0.05, rising; bottom very soft; low water for the day at 11 a.m., 0.15 below zero;
high water at 1~ p.m., 1.10; reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a.m., -0.60.

Depth.

28 ........ . ................. ..
25 ........................... .
20 .......................... ..

15 ........................... .
10 ............. . ............. .

5 ................. . ......... .

Surfa~e ............. . ...... ..

l

i:;~~~~rr
second.

Specific
gravity.

Taste.

Number
of jar.

Remarks.

-------1---------------1
0. 327
0. 325
0. J02
1. 057
1. 953
2. 727
3. 000

22 . .. . .......... . ............ .

17 ........................... .
12 ........................... .
6 .......................... ..

1. 0134

Salty .. .. .. .. .. . ..

57

:::::::::::: ....... 62.

1. 000
- ~;;~;h:
1. 0122 Salty....... . .... .
1. 0036 Slightly brackish .
1. 000
Fresh . • • . . . • • . . • • .
1. 000 .... do .... ~........

58
59
60
61

2d. Launch anchored ju~t below corner of west jetty in channel; timA, from 2.41 to
3 p.m. ; depth, 1 t feet; t1de, 0.2 feet.

D ptb.

17 ........................ . . ..
15 ......................... ..
10 .................... . ..... .

:;~;r:{C:.::: ·.:::::: ~ ~:: : ::: : :: .

Vt~locity

p cific
in£ etper gravity.
econd.
0. 3 4
0. 7:!4
1. 671
2. 153

2.

()3

1. 003d

1. ooa

Taste.

Slight'y bracki b .

. .•. do . .... . .......
1. 0024 . . . do .•..•.••.....
1. 0004 Fr 11b . ............
1. 000 . .. do .. ...........

Numb r
of jar.

63
64
65

66
67

Remarks.
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3d. Launch anchored beyond crest of bar; time, from 3.38 p.m. to 3.50 p.m.; total
depth, 30 feet; tide, 0.3 feet; current stationary at and below 10 feet.
_Velocity

~!~~~~~r
---------------------!-------1

Depth.

t:::::::::::::::::::::::::: ·.

4...... .... ................. .
3 ... ,........................
2............................

Surface ......................
30............................
25.............. ..............
20............................
15.......... .... .......... ....
10............ ................

g: ~!~

Specific
gravity.

I

Number
of jar.

Taste.

Remarks.

·--i: oos2- ·s"a:1ty::::::::::::: ·······73

1.547 ....................................... .
2.224 ...................................... ..
2. 727 .......... .. ................ ..

4.017
.. .. .. .. ..
..........
... .......
..........
... .......

1.000
Fresh .. : ..........
I. 0243 Very salt .. .. .. . .. .
1. 0244 .... do.............
1.0232 .... do.............
1. 0218 ... . do:............
1. 0176 Salty.............

74
68
69

70
71
72

4tb. In mid-channel, 11 1700 feet from East Point; time., from 4.09 to 4.30 p. rn.; depth,
17.6 feet; tide, 0.40 feet.
·
Depth.

Surface......................

2t...........................
5............................
7...................... ......

Velocity

Specific

i~!~~~a~r gravity.

Remarks.

3. 541
1. 0002 Fresh......... . .. .
79
2. 727
1.622 ....................................... .
0.846
.. .

8 .........................................1.
9...................... ......
0. 331
0. 561

11................ ...... ......
13.............. ..............
15............................
17............................
12 .......................... ..

Number
of ,iar.

Taste.

0 531
0.394
0. 346

4 ............................ . ....... ..

oo7o-

·siiiiiti:Y'8~it"::::::

....... 77·

:::: ....... 75·

·--i:oi74.

·s~ii;·:::::::::
1. OllO .... do.............

76

1. 0014

78

Fresh... . ........ ..

Neutral plane.
Reverse current.
Reverse current.
Reverse current.
Reverse current.
Reverse current.
Reverse current.
Direct current.

South Pass, Janum·y 7, H:l77.-Launch anchored and current velocities observed at six:
different divisions opposite Cory's base. The results obtained at the deepest division,
about 225 feet from west shore, are as follows :
Depth.

Surface ................. .. .. ..
5 ... ...... ............. .... ..
8 .......................... ..

10 ........................... .
15 .......................... ..
20 ........................... .

24 . .. . .... ................. .. .
28 ........................... .

Velocity

~~~~~~~~·

Specific
gravity.

Number
of jar.*

Taste.*

0. 968
0. 909

Remarks.

Direct current.
Direct cunent.
Neutral plane.
Reverse current.
Reverse current.
Reverse current.
Reverse current.
Reverse current.

0. 638

0. 704
0. 570

o. 422

0. 375

*No specimens of water taken.

Low water for the day at 3.30 a.. m., 0. 80; high water at 4.30 p. m. 1 1.80; reading on
Carrollton gauge at 8 a.m., -0.80; total depth of water, 29.9 feet; bottom very soft;
tide, 1.77 feet; time, from 2.54 to 3.09 p.m.
South Pass, Janua1·y 11, 1877.-Launch anchored opposite Cory's base; time, 3.20 to
4.53 p.m.; depth, 30 feet; soft bottom; tide, 1.65, rising; low water at 5.30 a.m., 0.2;
high water at 6 p.m., 1.85; reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a.m., -1.00.
De~th.

Velocity
in
feet per S pec.1'fllC
second.

gravity.

I

Taste.

----------------------11-----orface .... . ..... .. .... .. .. ..

5. ...... ....... ...... ........

Nnmber
of jar.

I

Remarks.

0.178
1. 000
Fresh...... .......
82 Direct current.
0. 270 .... ...... ...... ...... .... .. .. ...... ....
Do.

~L:::: ::::::::: ~::~::~:::::: ----~--~~~ .... i..ooi4. ·F·r·~~h:~: :::::::::: ....... si' Ne~;~l p'ane.

15 . ..... ...... .... ...... ......

Reverse current.
Do.
Do.
28..... ...... .......... .......
0. 783 .......... ................ .... ..........
Do.
27. ....... ................... . . .........
1.0117 Salty.............
86
Do.
20 . ...........................
25 . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

0. 759

1. 0033

Slightly brackish .

83

1 067 ...... . ... .................... ..........
1. 030 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Specimens of bottom taken from sinker used as anchor preserved in jar 108.
Janua1·y 13, 1877.-Lannch anchored on three different places, as follows:
1. In mid-channel opposite Cory's base; time, from 1.45 p.m. to 3.10 p.m. ; depth, 2!)
feet; tide, 1 foot; tide at 3.25 p. m., 1.:3 feet; low water at 8 a.m., 0.20; high water at
7.30 p.m., 1.82; reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a. m., -0.60.
South Pass,

V elocity

Specific
g1-avity .

i~!·~~~~~r

Depth.

Numb~r
of jar.*

Taste.

Remarks.

:

-------1--------------.
Smface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1. 29J
16 .................. ------ ............. .
14 .................. ·..........
0.789
14 ............ . .. - ... - . . .. .. ..
0. tl45
17t.......................... .
0.357
20................ ............
0. 555
26 ................... -- . ... -..
0. 449

1. 000
1. 0026

Fresh . ..... . .... ... .. . ..... . Direct current .
Slif!htly brackish .. ........ . Keutral plane.
.... do ............. .... .... .. Reverse cnrrcnt.
100-f<Jet l og-line.
Reverse current.
Do.
1 0060 Slightly salt .............. ..
Do.
1. 0120 Salty ...................... ..
1. 000

* ~ot preserved.
2. Midway between spar-buoys 4 and 5; time, 3.54 to 4.12 p.m.; depth, 19.1 feet.
Velocity

Depth.

Sprcific
gravity.

i~~~~!~~r

Surface ...... ...... : . . ...... .
5 .................. ....... ..

1. 612

4 .......... .. ............. ..
8 ................. .... ...... .
11 ... , ....................... .

0. 689
0. 612

17--- .. ..... .. -- ............ .

0. 714

Number
of jar.*

Taste.

R emarks.

I

1. 0014 Fre~h .... .... .... .
1. 0038 .... do ............ .
1. 002fi
l.OO!J4 -S~it;;:::::::::::: :
1. Ol9fi Quite snit ........ .

0. fl33

1. 0232

Direct current.
Neutral plane.
Direct current.
Reverse 'o urreut.
Do.
Do.

Very Ralty ....... .

*Not preserved.

3. Two hunclred feet east of west j etty, 4,500 feet from East Point; time, 4.50 p.m. to
5.10 p . m.; depth of water, 18 feet; tide·, 1.3 feet.
Depth.

I

Velocity
.
in
ft-et per S pec.Jfic
second. gravlty.

Surface .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . ..

1. 315

4 . ..... ...... ............ . ..
1. 063
7 ......... ... .. .. .... ...... ........... .
1. 016

11. .. -- ...... ---- . . .. . . . .. .. ..

17........ .. .............. ... .

0. 6f>2

Nnmber
of jar.*

'l'aste.

1. 000
1. 000

Fre!\h.. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. ..
.. . du ...... ... ............. .

1. 0203

Very salt........

Remarks.

t ~~Js ·q,~i-t'e' s~1i::::::::: ::::::::: ~

~=~~::::! ~~~~;1t.
Do.

*Not preserved.
Boufh Pas11, Janua?'y 1G, 1877.-Launch anchored opposite Cory's base; time, 2 p.m.
to 3.20 p.m.; depth of '~at r, 29.6 feet; very soft bottom ; tide, 1.5 feet, ri. iu g; lo w
wat r .15 a.m ., =0.f.5; b1gh wattr at 8.30 p.m ., =2.3 feet; reading ou Carrolltou gauge
at a. w., -0.30.
Vc•locity

in ft•et pel

second.

.1r!:t_c_~: ::::::::::::::::::::

1

~: !l~~

~~: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::: '.... ~: :~~

~0........

...... ..... . .... .. .

1. 000

I

Taste.

II
IN1~~hrr
(It

~2!

'::::::::::::::::::::: :

i·!::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: :·

Remarks.

J~u·.

1

..1

Frc. h ............. ........
Dirc·rt
... . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . .. ... . ..
Do.

cutTt nt.

.·rut rAI plnnr.

0. 70!l

;; ::. :......
::::::............................
::::::::::::.:::::. ~: 't:~;..
~.::::::
~::: ~:::.
1

Sprcific
g ravity.

Rt>\'l'l':-1' 'liii'CUt.

I>n.

Qnite !-1:\lt......... .. .. .. .. ..
.. do......................
Frc· h .......................

· :J~ ::::::: :::::: :::::::::.1
.:::~10 :::: ~::::::: ~ :: :: :: :

::·I

no.
Dn.

Dir~c t

f~:;:
n~:

rorren .
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South Pass, Jarmary 19, 1877.-Moon at 0 declination; anchored opposite Cory's base;
depth of water, 29.2 feet; time, 1 p.m.; tide, 1.02 feet, rising; 7.30 a.m., tide, -0.80
(low water); 11.30 p.m., tide, =1.55 (high water); reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a.
m., -0.50.
Velocity

i~:~~!~~r

Depth.

Surface......................

2.142
2. 054
2. 054
12... .........................
0. 555
16 ............................
0.123
17...... . . . . .. .. .. .. • .. • . .. • .. .. .. .. . .. .

4 ........ -- -- -- -- -- .. -- ... - • .
8 ........... - ........ . - •.. --.

Specific
gravity.

Taste.

Number
of jar.

R emarks.

.•.••••••..••••••••.•••••••••..•••••...•
.. - - ... - .. . -- .... --. • • • . .. .. .. .. .. -- ... .
. --....... .. -- ... - .... -- ••• - .......... ..
....................................... .
....................................... .
.. . • .. . .. . . . . . .. .. .. . • .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. Neutral plane.

From 18 feet to the bottom a very slight reverse current existed) but too alight to be
measured.
Head of South Pass, Janum·y 24, 1877.-Anchored opposite Falconer's base; time, 3.20
p.m.; depth of water, with six-pound mushroom-lead, 35.5, and with iron disk 1 foot
diameter, 33.2 feet; tide, 1.1, rising ; very strong north wind prevailed, and no satisfactory current-observations could be made; 3.30 a.m., tide, =0.21 (low water); 4.05
p.m., tide, =1.16 (high water); reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a.m., -0.30.

D epth.

Velocity

i~!~~~~~r

Surface .............................. ..
15 .................................... ..
30 .................................... ..

Specific
gmvity.

Taste.

1. 000 Fresh ............ .
1. 000 .... do ............ .
i. 000 .... do ........... ..

Number
of jar.

Remarks.

84
100
126

Specimen taken every 5 feet and preserved. Specific gravity the same, 1.000, throughout.
Continued. Anchored in channel between T-heads, and about 1,5(0 feet above the
head of island; time, 4.15 p.m.; depth, 21 feet; hard bottom; tide, 1.15, rising; very
strong north winds.

Depth.

Velocity

~!~~~~~r

Surface ........ ...................... ..
10 ............................ ·•·•·• ·--·

20 .................................... ..

Specific
gravity.

Taste.

l. 000 Fresh ........... ..
1.000 .... do ........... ..
1. 000 .... do ........... ..

Number
of jar.

111
109

112

Remarks.

Specimens of water
taken every 5 feet.
Specific gravity the
same throughout .

. Continued, January 24. Anchored about 300 feet west of lower end of Goat Island;
time, 5.09-5.30 p.m.; depth of water, with lead, 36.4, with disk, 35.7; tide, 1.20.

Depth.

Velocity

i~!~~~~~r

Surface......................
1. 2765
15. ............... ...... ......
0. 937
30..... ... ..... ......... ......
0. 2 3
35 ........... -- •. --· ................. --.

Specific
gravity.

Taste.

1. 000 Fresh ........... ..
1. 000 .... do ............ .
1. 000 ..•. do ............ .
1. 081 Quite salt ........ .

Number
of jar.

95
107

A.
C.

Remarks.

Specimens of water
taken every 5feetin
depth. Noperceptible current below
33 feet.

South Pass, Janua1·y 26, 1877.-Launch at New Orleans for repairs.
Small boats anchored in mid-chauuel opposite headquarters; time, 3 p.m.; depth of
water, with lead, 29.5 feet; with disk 1 foot in diameter, 29 feet; tide, 1.95 feet; 5.00
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a.m., tide, .=0.32, low water; 5.30 p . m., tide, =2.22, high water; reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a. m., 1.40 .

Depth.

.Velocity

l~!~~~l~~r

Specific
gravity.

----------- ~ ---- - --

Surface ..... . . ... .. .... ... . .. ....... .. .
14~ ... .. ... ......... ... .
~t

. ........ .... ..

..... .. ....... ............ ......... .

Taste.

N11mber
of jar.

Remarks.

-1--------1

1. 000 Fresh ... .... ..... .
l. 000 .••. do . .. . . . ... ... .
1. 000 . ... do ... ... . .. . . ..

92
11fi
87

South Pass, January 29, 1877.-Small boat anchored in mid-channel opposite headquarters. Time, 2 p. m. ; depth, 29 feet; 7.55 a. m., tide= 0.6, low water; 10 p.m.
tide = 2.55, high water. Reading on Carrollton gauge at 8 a. m, 5.00. Specimene o
water takeu at depths 7, 15, and 22 feet with the same specific gravity.
The stage of the river is shown by the Carrollton-gauge reading near New Orleans.
It varies from - 1.60 at extreme low river to 15.70 at extreme high river.
The plane of average flood-tide at South Pass light-bouse is determined by a reading
of 2.76 feet on the United States engineer's gauge at that place. The plane of" average flood-tide" at the bead of passes reads about 1.8 feet on the United States engi·
neer's gauge at bead of paESP.S, and is the average high water of low river, nearly.
The specific gravities given in the foregoing tables were determined by the use of an
hydrometer wit.h a neck whose graduated portion is about 4 inches long, reading over
this space from 1.000 at the top to 1.040 at the bottom, by successive units.
With great care it is practicable to read accurately within one-fourth of a unit of
this graduation.
The hydrometer professes to indicate specific gravities, and in distilled water reads
1.000 at 60° F., and 1.027, nearly, in unmixed sea-water. The specific gravities given
are for a temperature of 60° 1!'.
.
The difference in degrees F ., between the temperature of the water when taken
from the river and a temperature of 60° F ., was multiplied by .0002 and this result by
the hydrometer reading; the product was added to or subtracted from the hydrometerreading, according as the actual temperature was greater or less than 60° :E'., and the
sum or remainder is the specific gravity of tbe.tables.
The graduation of the hydrometer I have in use is such that on trial tlJe river-water
of temperature varying from 45° to 120° F . the variation in the reacli'ng due to a
cba:J?ge of one degree in temperature corresponds to a contra.ction or expansion of•
•OOO:l of_the whole volume nead;i' (ranging from .000189 to .000210) for each degree of
change 1n temperature Fahrenh eit.
.
Dm·ing low river, whenever the sub-surface velocities were direct and small, or were
in a reverse direction, the method employed to al:lcertain them was to anchor the
launch fore and aft, and having secured it in a steady and permanent posi l-ion, a base
of 30 feet on her deck, and sometimes 45 feet, the extreme length, was used.
A tin fan, made" of two pieces, each about 14 inches long by 7 inches wide, joined at
right angles along their rui.dclle line, was weighted with a pound or more of lead. ~
slender but strong lme of seine-twine was attached to a ring in the upper end of th1s
fan,· and the line being marked off carefully in feet wben stretched by the weight depending, the center of the fan was lowered to a determined depth, and, after giving
the fan an opportunity to take up t.he velocity of the current, the band holding the
upper end of the cord was moved along vertically above and in unison with the submerged fan.
'J'be word 11 time" being given as the band comes above the upper limit of the base,
and again as it pas es the lower limit, the interval of time for a passage of 30 feet is
determined from a watch by the time-keeper.
Sometimesthree or more observers were used iu succPssion for the same depth, and
sometimes the same observer tried three or more times for each depth.
Au average of all the trials at each depth is used.
Care and attention are needed in this operation, but the fact that diffr,rent observers,
or tbe same ob rver a.t differ nt succes ive times, arrived at nearly the same re nlt ,
and within a rea nable limit, indicates that the result may be relied on as the best
attainable by any method I have tried.
Tbe limit of error i pro ably not greater than 10 per cent., and with care, and the
ad ptn
attain d by practice, I am confident it may be reduced to half this, or less.
n January 19, 1 7,
i tant Engineer 0. D. Parmely and two of the men of my
party who had never b fore been tested in ueing this method, obtained the following
rc nlt in 14 feet depth of water:
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Thirty-feet base, em-rent direct.

Observer.

t:~: ~;w~~~::::::::::: ~::::: ~:::::::::::::::::::: :·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Yr. Burke ............................................ ----·· ·--···- --· · ........ •··

63
61
58

• 476
• 491

.517

A variation of from 3 to 7 tenths from Assistant Parmely's obtains here.
On the same date Captain Brown observing four times successively, the following
results were obtained :

Observer.

I

1 Captain Brown ... ......................................................... ..
2 ..... . do ................................................................... --.
3 ...... do .......................................... .... . --· ...... - ............ .
4 ...... do .................................................................... ..

17
19
20
19

1. 764
1. 578
1. 500
1. 578

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. R. BROWN,
Captain Engineers, U. S. A.

Maj.

C.

B. COMSTOCK,
Corps of Engineers, U. S• .A., Detroit, Mich.
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SEVENTHREPORTDPONTHEIMPROVEMENTOFTHESOUTH
PASS OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.

UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE,
Port Eads, La., August 1, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to report as follows, on t.he condition of the
works under construetion by James B. Eads and associates, designed
for Lhe amelioration of the channel leading from the main stem of tile
Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico, through South Pass.
AT TilE HEAD OF THE PASSES.
The last report of Major Comstock gave in detail the condition of all
co11 'tructions here on March 16, 1877. 'rhe presei;tt report will give an
account of the progress made up to July H>, 1877.
Ev~rsthing of importance was accomplished between Apri11 and
May 31.
NO.5, OR ISLAND DAM.-(See sheet No, 5 to identify the various
structures.)
On March 16 this dam had three continuous tiers of mattresses, with
a fourth tier, in three sections, occupying about one-llalf the length of
the dam. 'l'wo tiers ba.ve since been added. The fifth from the bottom
(in place the fourth tier) is 570 feet long, and 23 feet wide, and is from
1 to :3 fe t thick, in ord r to recti(y irregularities. The sixth tier, the
fifth in place , ba the same length and breadth as the .fifth, lmt is uniforml,y about 3 feet thick. A thin layer of stone, somewhat scattering,
c v r the upper la.ver, whose top surface is from 2! to 3 feet above
av r, ge ftoou-tirle. Some loose willo\rs, of no great amount, have been
add •d to part of this dam: principally near the west shore.
I nm
o . 1 and 2, and the lower arm of the east T-head, from dam
to the jsland, are substantially in the same condition described
111 h la, r port, and a far as is known no change has occurreu in the
c udition of outhwe t Pass mattress dam.

DA."i'.I

-:-""

•

J.J

EAST

DI~.

0

About 0 feet of the upper end of this work, including Station Clasu"PU undermined, and the piles are gone. The mattress portion i 20 f et wide in one tier and is on the cast side only, and it may
·till be in the bottom.
Tbe water i. 30 feet deep, and the velocity of the current and violent
eddies make a careful examination very difficult at this stage of the
riv r.
t:PPER ARM OF EAST T-HE.AD.
t r, Lave

The pile~, from the upp~r end to within 50 feet of dam No. 2, have
n pulled up. The tilt d mattresse leaning again t them ba e con. qu cnt ly dropped to the bottom, and lie horizontally. ~ater to th
de 'tl1 of 7 or ~ feet flows over tllem at cn·erflg flood-tide, and th _
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cnrrent is very strong, setting into South Pass from the <lirection of
Northeast Pass nearly. The latter pass must have captured a cousiderable portion of this flow previous to the demolition of the upper
end of the east T-head, as this structure was nearly impervious to a
:flow of water, so compactly was it built. Tile shortening of this 1\head,
together with an extension of the upper arm of the west T-head, constructed to prevent certain currents from abstracting water for Southwest Pass at the expense of South Pass, are supplementary to each
other, in a degree at least, and a considerable improvement in the channel has resulted from their execution.
MATTRESS .APRON ACROSS NORTHEAST PASS.

This is a flooring 70 feet wide and 3,000 feet long, extending from tlw
end of the old east dike to a point on the opposite shore of Northeast PasH.
It is built of one tier of mattresses, about 2 feet in thickness; the sections varying from 20 to 40 feet in width. For the first half of the woi·I.::·
guide-piles were first driven, and when the mattresses were satisfactorily settled and ballasted, these piles were withdrawn. Afterward:-;
the mattresses were allowed to float into place, under guidance b.v
means of lines depending from mooring stations above; and when ill'
place, piles were driven through the mattresse8, whic4 were massed in
groups, averaging about one pile for each mattresR. When the clusters
of mattresses were ballasted sufficiently, they settled to the botto.111
without creating any difficulty. Tl.lis apron was begun about April.l
and finished about May 10.
Taking as a directrix the lower edge of the mattresses, the lengt1l1-1
anll directions of the various portions of the work are as follows: Beginning at a point 25 feet from old Station Cluster, in a direction 8°
west of sontll from that station, it extends north so east, 357 ft-et, tht>H
north 14~ east, 140 feet, then north ·310 east, 468 feet, then north 432°
east, 2,035 feet; in all 3,000 feet from end to end.
D.AM NO.

3.

March 16, a line of piles extended from the west slwre, near the lightbouse, to a point on the .west T-l.Jead, indicated on the proper chart of
the last survey. On the up-stream side of these piles a layer of fouu<la.tion-.-nattresl:!es, 35 feet wide and 1.8 feet thick, exteuded. from the Thead toward the shore, 300 feet. Between the shore-end of these and
the shore itself, about 90 feet, a layer of willows from 1 to 2 feet thick,
weighted with stone to ballast them, was nearly equivalent to a short
thin mattress. One tilted mattres8, 100 feet by 12 feet lly 22 feet,
extended toward the shore from the T-head. Since then sorne mattresses have been constructed at the Jump, and others on top of underlying layers, and placed in position on this dam as follows: Calling the
old foundation the first tier·, the seeond tier, 25 feet wide and 2 feet
thick, extends from the T·head to the shore, 390 feet. 1'he third tier,
reaching from the T-head toward the shore 200 feet, is of the same dimensions. The fourth tier, constructed in place, is about 20 feet wide and.
R feet thick, and reaches from the T-head 400 feet shoreward, overlapping·
the shore-line 10 feet. From half.way toward the shore, westerly, it is
the third tier, excepting the last single tier of 10 feet. From the T-head,
100 feet toward the shore, extends a fifth tier, 3 feet thick at its easterlv ·
end and only 1 foot at the other extremity, making the top surfaee
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11early level throughout the dam, and about 2~ feet above average floodtide.
1
Tlle old tilted mattress has sagged down until the upper edge is only
visible at low tide in time of .high river, and for its length the conesponding portiou of the new work is placed up stream far enough to prevent its lower edges from resting on the up-stream edge of the tilted
mattresses, leaving thus a space about 8 feet wide between the piles and
the visible dam at most stages of the tide.
Each layer of mattresses on this dam is ballasted by a thin layer of stone,
sufficient in weight to hold the work firmly in place, apparently. There
are then, in this portion of the work, from the west T-bead toward tbe
shore, for 100 feet. five tiers of mattresses; from 100 to 200 feet inward,
four tiers; from 200 to 390 feet, three tiers; and from 390 to 400 feet, one
tier. A second wall of mattresses, along the upper side of the first,
reaches frow the west T-head 100 feet toward the shore. It contains
two tiers, each 25 feet wide and 2 feet thick. The top surface is about
1 foot above average flood-tide. Thirty-five feet of the east end of this
wall are built on an old foundation-mattress of the west T-head, making
three tie,rs here. 1'HE WEST T·HEAD.

The condition of this, on March 16, is represented ou sheet No.5 of
General Comstock's sixth report. Since then a. row of piles, about 10
feet apart, has been driven through the third, se~onu, and first tier ,
along the west edge of the fourth tier, from 200 to 700 feet above a line
common to the west T-head and dam No.5. The middle point on this
line will be taken as initial for all measurements along this T-head.
These piles form a line in prolongation of tlle piliug of the first 200 feet
above dam No.3, and nearly replace the piles which were pulled up, and
driven again about 22 feet farther east, after the two rows of foundation
mattresses were placed. (See Major Comstock's sixth report.) There
are now two parallel rows of piles, about 28 feet apart, in this section of
the west T-head. A mattress-apron, to prevent scour, one tier in tllickness, has been sunken along the channel side of the east row of pile ,
about 15 feet distaut from them, from 200 to 720 feet above tlle initial
poiut. A row of guide-piles, at intervals of about 30 feet, was driven
against the east edge of the east foundation tier, and the apron-mattres es were sunken along the east side of these guide-piles and the latter were afterwards pulled out. From dam No.3, up stream 200•feet,
four tiers of ruatt.resses were in one period since April1 sunken, each
on tlle next lower tier. Before this, there was a foundation-layer here,
the ea terly one, 35 feet wide and 1.8 feet thick. The second tier i 35
feet wide and 2 feet thick. The third and fourth tier are eacll from 2to 35 feet iu width and two feet in thicknes:. The third tier is probably
0 and the fourth 25 feet wide. The fifth tier is 25 feet wide and 4 feet
t hi ·k on the river edge, and 1 foot thick ou the edge next the pile .
Thi \"aliation i in c u equence of an undermining of the river edge,
an l a con Pquent lope down ward , to tbe ea t, of the upper 'urface f
t~ . f urth i r. Sub quently the ixth and seventh layer , varying iu
<htl r nt 1lac from 2 t 3 feet in tbickne , were built in place ju t
. '". ~ tb ihTe tier ret rred to auove, and al o from 200 to 700 feet aboYe
~ll_ltlal voiut, maki gin all ,·even tier iu depth for the wall from the iu1 J; l (IOJnt, 2
fe t up tream, and, including the mattres e built before
huch Hi, ·ix tier fr m 200 to 7 f et from initial point. A second mat11' b '·an, F_ f
in l uoth, and iu all three ti r deep, ha been nilt
11
l e
· t ule f the
t T-h ad, egiuning 50 feet above the initial
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point. One of these tiers was in place March 16; the second and third
layers, each 25 feet wide and 2 fe_e t thick, have been built since that
date. The tilted mattresses, placed here in September, 1876, are partly
broken, and have slipped down into a horizontal position, so that the second and third tiers above referred to have their east edges resting on the
fFagments. In addition to tlJe work done, as now described, in completing, for the present, this west 'r-head, an extension of 34:7 feet, already
referred to, has been ma<le at its upper end.
Thirty-four piles wer\3 driven at nearly equal intervals, beginning 700
feet above initial point, and reaehing to 1,047 feet from that point. At
the Atart the line deflects 50 easterly from the line below and joining it
for 126 feet; it then turns 30 yet more to the east, continuing 161 feet
farther, or to 987 feet from the initial point, where it again adds 120 to
its easterly deflection for 60 feet farther, where it ends, 1,047feet from
initial point.
Se\en tiers of mattresses have been conRtructed into a wall along the
west side of the piles in close continuation of the work lower down
stream. The first tier is 33 feet wide and 2 feet thick, and extends to a
point 1,050 feet above the initial point. The second 'layer is 33 feet wide
and 2 feet thick, and extends to 1,035 feet above the initial point. The
third is 30 feet wide and 2 feet thick, and extends to 1,000 feet above
the initial point. The fourth is 27 feet wide and 2 feet thick, and reaches
to the 1,000-foot point.
The others are all 2 feet thick, the fifth being 25 feet wide and the
sixth and seventh 23 feet wide. At t&e lower end the top of this portion
of the work is about 1~ fee·t above average flood-tide, and at the upper
end it is about 4 feet below average flood-tide~ ranging regularly between
these extremes at its several parts. A layer of mattresses, serving as·au
apron, abuts against the foundation-tier of tlJe extension throughout its
length on the east or channel side. Each of the tiers of mattresses in
the west T-head has a scattering layer of stone on it just sufficient to
safely ballast the work, probably. All the piles in the lower arm of the
west T-head, save two or three, have been undermined and have disappeared. One mattress on the bottom, built and sunk in September,
1876, extends from the initial point down stream 100 feet.
SUMMARY OF PROGRESS-HEAD OF PASSES.

No important changes have been made in the works, except in dams
Nos. 5 and 3, the west T-llead, and the upper arm of the eaHt T-hea<l.
Dam No. 3-two tiers have been added_, so that it now contaius five
continuous tiers and nearly anotller. Its upper snrface is nearly 3 feet
above average flood-tide. For the first 100 feet from the init~al point
there are five tiers, for the next 100 feet four tiers, and for the most of
the remaining distance three tiers.
A second wall of two tiers is built in juxtaposition to and above the
first named for 100 feet, and for this same space there is one tilted mattress. This latter and the foundation-tier of the first wall were built
before March 16, but the remainder since.
WEST T·HE.A.D.

For 100 feet below initial point there is one mattress on the bottom,
an old one. Above this we may consider three sections; the first from
the initial point to 200 feet above, the second the 500 feet next in order
above section 1, and the third 350 feet of the upper end The first and

440

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

second sections have two foundation layers, side by side and to the
eastward, which is prolonged the whole length of the 350 feet extension, also a third for the second section. This tier thus far bas served
by itself merely as a mattress apron. The first section bas six tiers
built· on its east foundation and two on its western. The second section
bas five built on its western and the third section six tiers on its western
foundation. :Most of this work is recent.
EAST T-HEAD.

Its upper arm, except 50 feet, bas been removed, so far as confining
the water is in view. This is in connection with an extension of 350
feet given to the west T-head.
It is necessary to give briefly tl\e results attained by these works at
the Head of Passes by confining the high-river :flow of water through
the head of South Pass to a channel about 800 feet in widtb. Its former width from headland to headland, at the upper end of the normal
South Pass, was about 2,900 feet.
So far as the ability of the channel to admit and pass vessels is concerned, there bas been little change since March 16.
Major Comstock, in his 6th report, states that 23.9 feet at average
:flood-tide could be carried through on March 7, but that a portion of
the route soundings were not very close. On tile 14th day of May, 22
feet at average :flood-tide was the minimum depth in the channel.
On the 15th of June, a 23-foot channel was found. The shoalest por.tion of the channel is just above a line joining the old end of the east
dike and the end of the west dike. And iu it, from 24 feet depth southerly to 24 feet northerly, the distance is about 400 feet. Between the
dikes themselve~ a remarkable scour bas taken place, beginning at the
first stage of the late rise in the river and progressing with the riso
steadily and rapidly until a Yery late date at least. It was, doubtless,
augmented by the changes above described in the coutrolliug structures.
Between a line joining the old end of east dike and the end of west
dike, and a cross-section through a point common to west dike and dam
Nd. 3, a distance of about 950 feet, an average scour of 1.02 feet ha
occurred from March 16 to June 16. From the above-named cross-section to West-shore Station, about 800 feet, the average scour has been
about 1.6 feet. From the latter station down to Tide-Gauge Statiou,
about 1,600 feet, a scour of 3.53 feet occurred between the same epoch~.
Within these three areas about 250,000 cubic yards of the bottom have
been scoured out between lVIarch 16 and June 16.
On June 15, two liues were run across Southwest Pass, which are not
on sheet No. 5, forwarded herewith. They are omitted in order to save
space in the chart, already quite large. A comparison of these sounuiugs with those taken in the same localities, approximately, over three
months since, indicates an average scour in Southwest Pass of about 1
foot in a cro s-section near where the South we t Pass mattress-apron i .
The few line of souudinga in Northea t Pass on the June chart, which
are comparable with tho e of the March suryey, indicate little change
here in the interim.
com pari on of two lines just above the mattre snpr n, nearly identical in po ition on the two chart , bows an average
'boaling of about 6 iuche,, while two line in position for comparison
b low tlte apron, how a cour of about 6 inches .

.·
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SOUTH PASS JETTIES.

The amount of work done here has been large, and the expense incurred in the last four mouths and more, since March 16, 1877, has beeu
considerably greater, perhaps, so far as the cost of improvements is concerned, than in any previous four months since the work began. A
detailed a.ncl consecutive verbal statement of this progress, arranged in
any order of sequence easily intelligible, would, perhaps, he so statistical , monotonous, and complicated that it would be difficult for the mind
to glean from the prolix statement an intelligent and comprehensive
idea either of the reoent additions to, or the present condition of, the
work.
I have thought it better, therefore, to tabulate this information so far
as practicable, and to add to each table such explanatory remarks as _
may be necessary.
These representations, togethel' with the mattress.p1ans on sheet No.
3, forwarded herewith, and the longitudinal profiles through the end of
the east jetty, to be found on sheet No.3, will give as clear information
as·is practicable, perhaps, of the tecent additious to, as well as of the
p.res€nt state ofs the jetties.
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EAST JETTY.

A tabulated statement of its condition on July Z4, and of the progress made in building it
from Marolt 16 to J~tly ~4.
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Thin, scattering layer.
Do.
Do.
Do.
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Scattering.
Do.
None.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
) No Atone from 6, 200 to

from 6,400 to
J 96,400;
235 stone has a
d'f'p th varying from
1 foot to 1t feet.
1 foot.
Do.
Do.
1! feet.
Do.
Do.
Do.
1t+large stones.
Do.
Do.
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*Including one of loose willows.
t A layer of willows 30 feet lon~r, making an angle of 70o with up-stream prolongation of jetty. Stone
on it 1 fllot above average fiood-tide.
t Willows.
~Nothing done since last report.
~ In addition, willows to a~erage floocl-tide.
**No change since Au~ost, lts76.
0In addition to loose willows and stone.
tt No change since March 16.

The initial point for all di tances on the east jetty, given in this tabl<"
and el ewhere, i East .Point Station, which will be readily identified ou
th proper chart .
Th w rk noted in the table as having been done from 60 to 160 feet
from Ea t oint Station is under the wharf located at thi place, and
the nau w mattre ses are between the river row of wharf-piles an<l the
next wharf row.
ln • un , 1 75, a layer of loose willows, 2 to 3 feet in thicknes , wa
P.la · ·~ h ,r with t ue on them, but a consid rable water e cape<l, the
l·r ot mattre ·e ha been recently added, and the spur of loo e wil-
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lows, 30 feet lqng, accounted for second in the table, is intended as an
auxiliary to Jessen the leak. No great amount of water passes out here
now at average flood-tide.
Stone, to an amount sufficient to speedily sink the mattresses, bas
been added over all sunken in the last year, and, in fact, on nearly all
in each work here and at the head of the passes, the exceptions being
some mattresses sunken in the lower tiers in the early stages of the work
during high river, which were allowed to sink by the weight of the sediment gathered after being moored in their designated places. 1'he
stone on the upper tiers, in cases where its upper surface is from 1 foot
to 3 feet above average flood-tide, and when no other mattresses are to
be added, pre~mmably, is of another character, an<l is distributed generally in a different manner. The stone for ballasting mattresses was
partly ship-ballast and partly a soft, limy sandstone, mostly quite brittle, and of weak coherence, from the Yazoo River; and it was scattered
on the mattresses to be sunken somewhat.regularly, but thinly and generall,y in small pieces.
Whenever, in the table~ the stone is described as being in a thin scattering layer, on an upper tier, it is distributed in a similar manner, but
more thickly, although not in close contiguity and not sufficiently compactly to be equal to a complete layer, of the average height of the
stones. These latter stones are of all sizes, from one pound to on.e hundrecl pounds and more, averaging, perhaps, thi"'ty poun<ls.
This stone is mostly a hard and compact sandy limestone, often hav·
ing some quartzose material. It comes from the Ohio River. In cases
where the thickness of the top layer of stone is gh~en in the table, this
depth is tba~ at the middle line, and a slope towards either edge diminishes the depth each way. At the lower eud of the east jett.v, wh<.~re
the stones are placed quite thickly in the finishing layer, the upper mattress-frames are mostly arranged to allow of con;Ipression from tlle weight
of stone. These frames have accordingly compressed somewhat, but the
willows themselves more, and the stone, from one to two or even three
feet thick, has often an elevation scarcely greater than the mattressframes themselves at their edges. The same compression of frames, or
willows, or both, exists to a lesser extent throughout the jetties.
On this lower portion of the east jetty, from 11,000 about to 11,770
feet from East Poiut, about 300 cubic yards of very large stones, varying in weight from 500 to 2,500 pounds or more are adde'd to the upper
tier, besi<les those heretofore referred to. Many of these Ia.rge stones
have been moved from spot to spot, after intervals of a few days, in
order to produce compression of the mattresses, and to obtain speedily
the ultimate stability of the underlying submarine foundation of mud.
The cousequent compression in some parts has been considerable.
When a liue of levels is run over the jetties, it is foun(l that irregularities of one foot or more occur within distances of a few feet, and in
giving the elevation above average flood-tide of either the mattressframes or the middle line of stone, which is the line on which elevation
of stone is measured, only an average can be given, and even then the
result is to some extent necessarily an approximation.
lt will be noted that, in some cases, mattresses in the finishing layer
are thicker ou the river-edge than on the sea-e<lge. This is to rectify a
previous slope in the mattress-wall, due mostly to a slope channelwards of the bottom of the pas , beneath the foundation mattresses.
The .fini hing tier from 60 to 1,180 feet could not be floated into position,
e~en at hig.h ti<le, so as to lie ?outiguons to the line of piles, and a space
of 6 to 10 feet bas been left, m most cases, which has bee.n filled with
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loose .wi11ows covered with stone. A tier of loose willows, also covered
with stone, as above, in a thin scattering layer, tHis some few short,
longitudinal gaps between the mattresses. These are, as far a~:~ is
known, noted in the table, except where, in
w instances, a leveling
of the surface bas been accomplished in this manner, for a vel'y fe\v feet
in length.
In addition to the work tabulated above, one mattress from 11,160
fe~t to 11,260 feet, and one from 11,420 to 11,520 feet from East Point
Station, have been placed iu an inclined position, with their upper edgf:ls
near to and just above the riv~r-edge of the east jetty, while the lower
edges rest on the river- bottom. They are intendf'd to serve as security
against scour. Partly in recapitulation, the following facts are stated:
The elevations given tor the east jetty are those of the mattresses abo\e
average flood-tide. From 60 to 2,100 feet from East Point the east jetty
has an elevation ranging from zero to nearly 3 feet. From 2,100 to
4,695 feet no change has been made lately. The mattresses vary in
elevation from 1 foot or more above to 1 foot or more, and iu some cases
2 feet below average flood-tide, averaging not far from even with that
plane.
From 4,695 to 4,870 feet one tier has been added since J'\farcb 16, its
upper surface averaging about in the plane of average flood-tide. From
4,870 to 5,015 feet from East Point nothing has been done since al>out a
year ago. The water at average flood-tide is about 2 feet deep over tlJe
top mattress.
From 5,015 feet to 5,175 feet from East Point one tier has been added
since March 16, the top of which is from one-half foot to one and a half
feet above average flood-tide. From 5,175 to G,200 feet from East Point
there have been no additions for over a year. 'I' be upper surface is about
in the plane of aYerage flood-tide. The remainder of the east jetty, or
from 6,200 to 11,770 feet from East Point, ·has been raised since March
16 with mattresses to an elevation varying from 1 to 3 feet above average flood-tide, and with the exception, of 200 feet from 6,200 to 6,400
feet from East Point, bas been coYered with stone to a depth of 1, 2,
and even 3 feet in places near the outer end.
·
This portion of the jetty may now be considered measurably perm a·
nent, and strong enough, probably, to withstand quite severe storms
without very serious damage.
KIPP DAM.

This structure joins the bead of the west jetty with the west shore.
Progress since last report and the present condition of the dam may
be easily under tood by aid of the following table and the mattress·
plans given on beet .No. 3.
About one-half the stone on this dam is in very large pieces, weighing from 300 pound to 1,500 pounds and more, in all about 100 cubie
yard . The remainder i in piece varying from less than a pound to
100 pound , av raging, perhaps, from 30 to 40 pounds each. The layer of
stone i · narrow and thin at the bore en<..l, and increases gradually
until at pile 1 it i 18 feet wide aml 2 feet thiek.
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RIPP DAM.

A tabulated statement of its condit,ion on July 24, and of the progress m£Zde in building it
from Mwrch 16 to July 24.
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t The last division, 40 feet, extends over the land and is covered wit a a thin, narrow layer of stone.

WES1' JETTY•
.A tabztlated statement of its condition on J1tly 24, anrl of the progress made in building it f1·om
Mm·ch 16 to July ~4 •

.
1n

*Wi~lth aocl thi~lmef!s of tiers are given i~ conseouti\'e order, beginning with the lowest tier built,
tbe 1nt n·nl from March 16 to ,July 24.
t I!'rom 500 to 1,000 feet from pile 1, willows antl stone over mattresses make an olevaticn of 2 to 2~

fc t nuove al·eragr. floo!l-tide.
t 'orh ing r1 me siuce M:uch 16,1377, except 2 feet of stone added from 1,650-2,050, 2~-3 feet above av
cr<t~ol 1loorl-ticlo.
~, • othing dono except covering two low pla!les with stone oven with 11veugc flood-tide.
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From 6,900 to 7,200 feet, and from 6,300 to 6,400 feet from pile 1, mattresses 35 feet wide and 2 feet thick have been sunken in arl inclined
position along the river edge of the jetty, so that the upper edges of the
inclined mattresses abut against and over the edge of the jetty. This is
intended to prevent scour under the jetty. Excepting the points here
desiguated, the west jetty has an elevation from zero to 3 feet above
average flood-tide. The points below this standard plane arc as follows:
Distance from pile 1.

Depth of water
over mattresses.

1,500 feet...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 3 feet.
2, 950 feet... . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 1 foot.
3,100 feet ____ ..•........•••..••••••.•...••.......•...•..•••••.•• 0.5 foot.

~:~~g ~==t ~ ~:::::: ~:::::::::::::::: ~:::::::::::::

.-:::::::::::::: g_-~ :~~t

The extent of these low places and the elevation of the surface of the
mattresses in either jetty c~n be ascertained by an examination of the
figures on tlle mattress·plans on sheets Nos: 1 and 2, forwarded herewith.
The two upper tiers of Kipp dam, the fifth and sixth, lap over on the
west jetty, forming the tentll and eleventh of that structure. The overlapping portions have been counted with the west jetty. The first 500
feet of the west jetty has on it a considerable num her of very large
stones, weighing from 500 to 2,500 pounds each, about 150 cubic yards.
These are not counted in giving elevations, as they do not form anywhere a complete layer, but they increase the elevation sometimes to 6
or 7 feet above average flood-tide.
From 500 to 1,000 feet from pile 1 willows are placed in a layer from
3 to 7 feet deep, rounding up in the middle line. These are covered
with stone, and are thus greatly compressed.
About June 26, 1877, there was a break i.n the west jett.v from 1,000
to 1,175 teet from pile 1, caused probably by the undermining of the
jetty on the channel side. The depth of the water close to the jetty was
35 to 40 feet. The mattresses either settled by undermining or slipped
oft' into the deep water in a deep bole below, until there was a depth of
15 or 16 feet over the jetty in ·its deepest place. The old upright board
apron being in fair repair in this place, the flow of water was greatly
impeded, and the old horizontal apron·mattress on the sea side prevented much scour there, and the damage was greatly belittled. The
break was repaired by driving piles along the river edge of the jetty to
keep the barges in the broken area, wheu it was filled up with willows
and stone, thrown in in alternate layers.
It i judged that many bundretls of cords of willows and 300 or 400
cubic yard of stone were nseu in these repairs, and the section is now,
July 24, brought up to about average flood-tide. Some apron-mattre e ha e been sunken along the channel side to prevent further
scour.
] rom 1,650 to 2,050 feet from pile 1 a row of large stones bas been
p1ac d, weighing from 5 0 to 2,5 0 pounds and more, and about 150 cubic
yar<l of large tone are here.
Th levntion of portion of the we t jetty given are tho e of the upper
urfc c of th tone. Ov r 900 feet of the willow , thicke tin the mid
dl w .r pl:-t' db n ath the upp r layer of tones to prevent the latter
fr m 1 kmg thr ugh and depre ing the willows of the mattr e , and
thr ugbout the'j t y the average elevation of the mattresses may b~
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ascertained approxiQJately by subtracting the average thickness of stone
from its average elevation.
Over a greater portion of the east jetty the stone has so compressed
the mattresses, especially in t"be middle, that this could not be done, giving a desirable degree of approximation.
THE WING-DAMS OR SPURS OF THE JETTIES.

The jetties have 29 spurs abutting from either jetty, general1y at an
angle approximating 900. These are generally in pairs, having various
details of construction, but as regards general characteristics they may
be all classed under one of three heads or orders.
Those of the first order an.. constructed of piling and willow-mattresses,
ballasted with stone; sunken in horizontal positions, one tier above
another in terraces, and in most locations these may be considered as
permanent as the main portion of the jetties, and they resemble the
latter in all essential respects.
Those of the second order are partly built of mattresse.s laid horizontally, and partly of inclined mattresses, and they have a line or lines of
})iles, as all of these structures have, and more or less stone, as all
have.
Those of the third order are built entirely of piles and inclined mattresses.
These spurs have not been built in any regular sequence, but as a
scour seemed to be required in a particular locality, a spur or spurs were
thrown out from one or both jetties to narrow the water-way, and again
others were built in different places, as their necessity or desirability
was plainly developed. They were at first, and on all charts previous
to these now forwarded, numbered somewhat in the order in which they
were built. But this rule was not closely followed, deviatioqs becoming
necessary to admit of the use of blank numbers when wing-dams, supposed to be contemplated, should be constructed.
These spurs will now be lettered in the consecutive order of the
alphabet, from the end of the jetties up stream, twin-spurs having the
same letters. But each spur from the ma.in east jetty will be designated
by a capital letter, and the corresponding one springing from tlJe main
west jetty will be known by the same letter small. The numbers formerly distinguishing each will also be given in a parenthesis.
Such information regarding these spurs as may be so conveyed readily, will be found in the following table:
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WING-DAMS, OR SPURS
A tabulated statement of thei1· condition on J u.ly 24, and of the
$
:

Tiers of horizontal !
mattresses.
Distance from East
Point, or pile 1, of
point on maio jetty
whence spur projects, in feet.

A

17

11,"170EastPoint ...

'a

14

7,440 pile 1. .•.•••..

•a 14

7,440 pile 1. ....... .

B 15 11,500 East Point .. .
b

c

c
D
d

16
9
10

7
8

E

11

e

12

F

3

G

5

h
I
'i

2

f

4

~ 2~
J

K

L

19
18

F

E
J

H
M I
l

7,220 pile 1 .....•••.
11,200 East Point ...
6,900 pile 1. ......•.
10,600 East Point .•.
6,300 pile 1. ....•...
10,000 East Point ...
5, 780 pile 1 ...•..••.
9,410 East Point .•.
5,400 pile 1. . -...... .
8,920 East Pomt •..
4,770 pile 1. ....... .
8,000 East Point .. .
4,065 pile 1. ....... .
7,110 East Point .. .
3,105 pile 1. -----···
5,180East ·Point .. .
4,520 East Point .. .
3,BOO East Point .. .
200 above pile 1 ..
3,500 East Point .•.

Length from pil<\S of
main jet.ty to onter Number of piles
end of spar at botin spur.
tom tier, in feet.

+ 30 feet apron..
199 + 30 feet apron}
199 + 30 feet apron
195

3
3
1
1

3
3
1

3
3
3
3

2
2

2
2
2

3
3
3
3
3

.Abont 150 ••••••.•..
About 150 .•...•..•.
203 +53 feet aproD. ..
205 ................. .
175 ..•••• ··········-140 ................. .
210 + 54 feet apron
and piles.
197 .•••••••••••.••••.
185 ........... . ••••··
135 ................. .
244. ··- ·--··· .... -- ..

221. ................ .

231. ................ .
243 ................. .
202 ................. .
193 ............ ··-··170 ................. .
185 ................. .
235. - ••. - .. -- . - - . -.. .
From shore 790
220 ............ . .... .

Length of tiers in
order from below
upward, in feet.

About 30 piles, 5 and "I 160, 160, 78, 161,150,
68,150.
3rows.
7~... . 14l:l, 165, 67, 116, 166,
About 25 piles,
168, 158.
4.•••. 170, 170, 160, (160
2 rows.
approximate).

{

(6)

................... .

(G)

.................. ..

23 .... ......... 3 ..••..
26 ... - -· .... .. 2.-- •• .
(9 )
.A.bout20 .•.•..
About 20......
(lO)
28. ...... .... •. 3.... ..

162,171,73 ........ .
166,166 ...... -··-· ·
. .................. .

. _____ ............. .

lEO, 160, 91. .••.....

20......... ....
(12)
................... .
20 ............. ·•····•· ................... .
16 ............. ·······- ................... .
2.')....... ......
. .. . ............... .
26. --. - .. -.... - 1.- .. - . 30 - -- - . - --- - - - -•.
3L ............ 3 ....•. 234,198,100 .....•..
24 ........•.•.. 1. ..... 123 .............. ..
25in2rows . .. 4 .••••. 177,82,164,170 . ... .
19............. 5 .•.••. 160,160,160,150,100
14 .................... .. ................. ..
Hi. ....................................... .
~0 ....... ----·· ...... -· -----------· · -·-·--·

30 ................... -- ·····- ·-···· -- ..... .
20 . ............ ---···-- ... ................ .

m

G

500 above pile 1 ..

3

From shore 710 ..... A.bout 20 ..... . .••••.. . ••••..•••.•.•.•....

N

D
A.

3,000 East Point
980 above pile 1 ..
2,600 East Point . . .
1,500 above pile 1 •.
2,160 above pile 1 ..

3
3
3
3
1

187- ..... -.. - - . .. -.-.
From shore 500
180 ...... ------ ..... .
From shore 440
From shore 3:26 .....

n

0
0

p

c

B
K

A.bont20
........................... .
A. bout 50 ................................ .
16 ...•......•.. -----··· ·····--------------40.- ... - -··.-. .
----- .- --- .. --. ---·
2L ..•.• ---- -· 4 .•..•. 326,300,256, 244...

1 165 destroyed.
'1 st wall.
a 158 det~lroyed.
4 2d wall.
6 Approximate.
6 D stroyecl pre,--i.ons to last report, excepting the greater number of piles; no repairs.
7 Excluding apron from consideration.
8 Ex:clucling apron :mel projecting pilaR from consiclerafion.
9 N othiug doue since March 16; 50 feet only of outward end efft!cti ve.
,

I
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OF THE JETTIES.
rn-ogress made in building them from March 16 to July 24.
-~-==

~Q;>

o·s .::.9
....lll<t.l .-.«<

Tiers of horizontal mattresses.

a;>Q

..c:l,.o

<:)

~"'
<t.l

Width in same
order, in feet.

Thickness in
same order,
in feet.

Length of inclin ed mattresses, in feet.

.....~ ...,
~

...,0

1;~<0 Q;>.Q
Spur, new or old, lP.!';:I"""C
i. e. built since .9~'§ ~
March 16 or not. ;;::s~

~-::a

Q;>~.p

..O...,c:;>

Clear space between two opposite spurs.
ISS

<:)

~

~ w.-<
~<0 ...~~
~

$~~

s~~
s §.9 .,s::a

.s~
~- ....

~
p.
Q;>

"C

..;

.p<P

;a~
~~

'§'""

:;J
~

.

~~

..0~

s~

.s~

"""~
]S
~

~
z z
~
- -- - - - 1 - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1 ' - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - O"'<ll

78, 63, 43, 23, !JO, 2, 2, 2, 2t, 2, 3, 2
20, 16.
80, 63, 43, 42, 23, 2, 2, 2!, 2, 2t, 2&,
~0 ~0
2!.
35, 30, 25, (20 ap- 2!, 2!, 2! (3 ap-

proximate).

proximate).

Old ............... 1616

610

610

Old...............

8492

610

610

New ..............

6 660

Old ............... ·............................. .
Old .................................... ..
24~
Renewed . .. . .. .. . 406 ............ · 7613 8613
22,23 .......... ~t.2! ....... , .................. .. Renewed.-........ 332 ...... ...... 7613 8613
Old ..................................... ..
Old ..................................... ..
Renewed .. .. .. • .. 495 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 11534

25,' 22:::::::: .2i: 2i:2:::::::: ::::::::::::::::::

119 ........... .. . Old, good condition .. . .. • (Ia) .. .. .. .. .. • • 14634
60 effective .... . . Old ............................................ .
16730
None ......... .. Old ........................... ·......
81
590
590
590
81 effective .... .. Extension new .. . .. .. ..
16
30
61
590
590
590
194 eff0ctive .. .. 61ft. new, rest old
580
!'i80
580
20, 20, 20 ..... - .. 1!, 2, 2 ........ .. 100 by 135 . .... .. New.............. 532 11335
123
580
580
580
25 . ............. 1! .. .... .. .... . 123 ... ..... ..... . New . . .. . .. .. .. . . 123
142
592
592
592
20, 20, 20, 20. . . . . 2!, 2t, 2t. 2! . . . 142 ............. . New.............. 593
160
592
592
592
20, 20, 20, 20, 15 2~, 2t, 2!, 2~, 2! 160 ............. . New .. .. .. . .. . .. . 730
16830 16830 168:-JO
90 ............. . Old .. .. .. . .. .. .. . . . .. . ..
New . .. .. .. . .. . .. 150 .. .. .. 168~0 16820 16820
590
590
40 effective .. ... Old.. . .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. 590
590
None of much use Old .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. .. . 590 • 590
570
570
100 outer end ef- Old .. . .. .. • .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. 570

25 .. ::::::::::::

'ii:::::::::::::

fective.

80 outer end ef-

Old ...............

fective.

....... . ..........

150 . ........... .. Old ............... .......
500 .. .......... .. New .. .................. ..........
60 . . ........... .. Old ............... . .........

None of use .. .. Old ...............
New ....... .......... I, 126

Nothing done since March 16; only piles • rematn.
Minus 54 feet apron and piles, i.
these not considered•.
The outer 56 feet has only piles.
13 ~one ; 7 piles added.
14 56 feet piles counted in.
16 About.
16 And 7 piles.
17 100 destroyed.

10
11
12

e.,

29 w

500

...........

...........

570

570

570

610
610
640
640
800

610
610
640
640
800

610
610
640
640
800
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Spur A i~ well ballasted with stone, in about the same proportion as
is theend of the east jetty, excepting the ver.v large stones on the latter. The same remark applies to a relative to the west jetty. Iu giving
the clear space from the end of one spur to another, as well as in giving
the length of the spur, measured from the guide-line of piles of tlle main
jetty, aprons of spurs used as a flooring in continuation of the foundation tier, to prevent scour, are excluded from the calculation, as they do
not greatly affect the width of the water- way.
A mattress apron extends 30 f(•et beJ'Ond the foundation of both spurs
A and small a. As in spur A it often occurs tllat irregular depths have
required partial tiers 1n the deeper places. In the case of·A, five and
seven are therefore given as the number of tiers. In other· cases a partial tier is called a tier, as its length is given. The stone on the top
surface of spur a is less in quantity than on A, but even here it is about
2 feet in depth.
Spur a bas two walls; the up-stream one is new. Piles were driven
along the upper edge of the old wall, and a new one w·a s laid along the
upper side of these piles.
These two outer wing-darns A and a being at the present end of the
jetties, often receive severe· battering from the waves beating in from
the southeast, and partially broken on the shoal places just seaward of
the jetties' ends. Since the completion of these two wing-dams, in the
latter part of May, the top tier of each bas been nearly destroyed by
wa,·es. New mattresses were launched and built on the broken remains,
and in consequence the upper edge lies about 2 feet higher than the
lower on spur A. Mattresses have also been constructed on spur a to
replace the broken ones. The table shows the condition of the spurs ou
July 24.
Spurs 0 and c, now of the first order, were originally of the third order,
but being destroyed (see Major Comstock's sixth report), they were re·
built stronger, of tbe first onler.
Spur E was rebuilt of the first order under similar circumstances.
The piling of spur e bas been extended .1)6 feet. No mattresses ba,~e
yet been placed against the piles. The tilted mattresses of the old portion are in good condition. The upper edge is from 2 to 3 feet al>Ove
average. flood-tide.
On spur F about 60 feet of the tilted mattresses next to the jetty are
in good condition. The remainder, toW'ard the outer end, have become
broken, and have slipped down the piles out of sight, and they are of
little effect probably.
pnr G, tllird order, bas been extended 81 feet since March 16, and g,
of the second order, 61 feet toward the middle of the channel. ThP old
portion are in good condition.
pur Hand hare not exactly oppo ite, h being about 100 feet farther
down tream.
is a new spur, of the econd order. A part of thit;
wa undermin d and broke d wu the week it was built, about June 1,
but it wa r paired the following week. Now it has tilted mattr~ e
above the pile and horizon tal ones up stream from those that are inlin d.
h ha b en renewed and extended 123 feet toward the middle of the
chann 1.
i
pur i of the econd order; the exten ion is of the
c_ n~ rder. The old portion, from 30 to 12 ~ et from the piliug f the
m~m J tt. , is n t in the be t condition. The tilted mattres. e hav
hpp
d wn and 2 r 3 feet of water flow over them. Tbi pur
d ·t1l· ·t up tr am ab ut 70 at a point 149 feet from the initial line.
ll tile to r pur are built in right liues.
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J, of the third order, bas no oppo~ite spur. The first 90 f~et from the
main jetty are in good condition. Beyond this, to the end of tlw ~pur,
all the tilted mattresses are broken, and they have sunken to the bottom.
K, of the third order, has no opposite spur. The tilted mattresses
are in good condition. Of spur L, of the third order, 40 feet of tilted
mattresse~, near the outer end, are in fair condition, and are still visible,
but the remainder are broken, and have gone to t~e bottom.
l, third order, starts from a point 370 feet from the shore. It extends
about 130 feet beyond, or to the east of a prolongation line of the east
jt~tty pilings.
Most of the old tilted mattresses are broken and have
slipped down out of sight.
In spur M, third order, about half the tilted mattresses are5n good
condition, and stand 5 or 6 feet above average flood-tide~ Between this
portion and the jetty the tilted mattresses have all slipped down out
of sight. Of spur m about 80 feet of the outer end is in good condition;
the remainder bas disappeared from view.
N, of the third order, is in good condition throughout, as is n, in consequence of recent repairs, although the tilted mattresses formerly in
place having become wrecked, their ·places have been supplied by new
ones.
0, of the third order, is about 100 feet farther down stream than o of
the t.hird order. Fifty or sixty feet of the middle portion of 0 are in
fair condition. 'l'he remainder of the mattresses are sunken to the bottom. Con~iderable drift-wood is iodged against the upper side of spurs
0 and o. The tilted mattresses of o have all slipped nearly or quite to
the bott.otu.
p is new, of the first order, 326 feet long. It projects from the west
shore 2,160 feet above pile 1.
For the :first 120 feet from the shore the upper mattress surfnce slopes
from about 2 feet auove to zero feet above average flood-tide. From this
point to the channel-end, 206 feet, the depth of"water on its upper mattress graduall.Y iucreases from zero to 14 feet at average flood-tidP. This
has no opposite spur. Of these spurs six are of the first order. One
of these has been bnilt since March 16; the remainder have had changes
and additions since that date. Five are ·of the second order. Four of
these are new, and the other has refleived additions and chang-e~.
Eighteen are of the third order. One of these is new. Two have received more or less repairs, and :fifteen have bad no changes or additions
siuce .March 16. These explanations, with the table and sheets Nos. 1
aud 2, will give a clear understanding of the wing-dam system.
An e.xamiuation of the table shows that most of the pairs of spurs
contract the water-way between them. to less than 700 feet, the least
width from structure to structure being·570 feet, ignoring any mere flooring, which ma.v readil.v become flush with the l;>ottom.
The act of Congress contracting with James B. Eads and associates,
approved March 3, 1875, contains ti.Je following provision :
SECT. -.That, in order to facilitate the proper location of said jetties, which shall
not be less than 700 feet apart, &c., &c.

And also the following:
It being- expressly understood that while said Eads srall be untrammeled in the
exerci e of his jndgment and skill in the location, desigu, and construction of said
jetties and auxiliary works, the intent oi this act is not simply to secnre the wide and
deep channel tir~t. al>ove named, but likewise to provide for the construction of thoronghly sulJ!:Ita.utial and permanent works by which said channel may be maintained for
all time after their completion.
.
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It bas been assnmeil by my predect>ssor, I tl1ink, and it certainly bas
been assumed by me, that. any narrowing of the water-way to a less
width th2.n 700 feet was a temporar~7 expedient to gaiu au increase of
· velocit.v that should aid in scouring away speedily a material, mostly
of hard clay, which hns be(m compacted by year~ of inertness, under
both mechanical and chemical laws, and should secnre the first-desired
depths sooner than they could b~ obtained without the diminution of
water-way. And I lJave assumed that it is the intention of Captain
Eads to remove any obstructions to a water.way 700 feet wide, ultimately. In this as3umption I am orally confirmed by Captain ·Eads
himself.
The clause which provides that tie shall be untrammeled, &c., seems
to be limited only by other provisions, that the work shall be stable and
permallent both in its own character and in its results.
As regards permanency of results, it seems to me that in any case
regarding a point as to which the eng·ineering world may, in good faith,
be divi1led into two o:r mere camps, it is the duty of the offiqer who is
charged with the inspection of this work on behalf of the United States
to bold himself aloof from partisauship with either side, and, if possible, to avoid the expres~ion of opiriions not specifically and officially re,quired, unless a neet"ssar,v statement of a fact or facts carries with it l\
:statetuent of opinion also. Holuiug tbis view. I consider my duty in
this partieul.tr accompli~hed when I ha,·e, as uow, directed attention to
the su\~ject of the pres(-'nt width of W:-lter-way.
The same act of Uongress above referred to provides that Captain
Eads shall receive certain payrilents on the preserttrnent of certain evidence that designated depthti and widths of channel have been attained.
lJndPr the prodsions of the law it plaiuly becomes my duty, as I understmlll it, to certify that Captain Eads bas obtained 22 feet, 200 feet
in width, &c., as soou as a plotted survey, in detail, carefnlly and accurately m:-~de HtHl chartered, sball have satisfied me that the prescribP-d
width and depttl h ..n·e been attained.
Depths and widths that have before existed in the channel, or that
may tlwreaf~er exi~t, are not pertinent considerations, then.
The law SN'ms to allow no alternati,·e but to give the certificate when
the depth and width have beell found. No instructiom~ that I ha,·e received in any degree modify these duties.. I have taken special care to
F-tate these dews. on :-~cconnt of certain animadversions on the conduct
of my predecessor and of myself for action taken in a similar case,
agreeing with the view now given.
By reference to Major Comstock's sixth report, it will be seen that
five purs were built between November 28, 1876, and March 16, 1877,
and that everal others were lengthened, trengthened, and made more
imperviou , re pectively; thus eleven of the twenty-nine h;tve been
con. tructed ince November 28, and all on sheet No.1 since Augu ·t,
1 76. And mo t of the otber have been rendered more effective.
Wh n m derat ly high water came, tbi y ar, the scour· otberwi ·e to be
exp ct d wa gr atly increa ed by the ·e constr~1ction an1l a cons quent
cone ntrati n of the water-flow, and about the middle of April, a well
a can
a ertained, a depth of 4 feet wa obtained iu one plac . In
thi vi init th cour peedjly became remarkable, and the clay having
b u p n trated, and anu reached, if we may judge from the greater
~umh r of, p. imen. tak n out at g-reat depth in the vicinity of tation
.,o or at a p m.t 50 f>et b 1 w Ea ' t P int tatiou, the cour rapidly
r! r
d unt1l, on J n 2 , 7 fe t wa the maximum <1 ptll in thi
ll•J •uborl.wou .. Thi · ·cour cau d a temporary depo it below, and on
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the 7th May the steamer Teutonia, drawing 20 'reet 6 inches, grounded
about station ';"3, where, I am told, the pilots had found a fair m ugi a
of water a few days bef()re, and where I fourul a suffiden t dep~h to
pa~s he-r . two illly:o; after she struck. This great scour caused snch a
disturbance and turmoil in the waters, and vcloeities so great and
suddenly 80 variable, in passing downward, that the sudden check of
the lower subsurfaee currents, experienced about 6,000 feet from East
Point, cmused strong- reverse currents 11ear the jetties, especially ou the
west side, and markedly at low tide. The greatest scour O(:curred from
4,500 to 5,500 teet from East Point Station. Bnt from the ligbt-house to
the bar a considerable scour was experienced. The followiug ·table
gives, approximately, the mean increase iu depth from March 1ti to
July 24 for each division of 500 or 1,000 feet from the light-house to the
Gulf, within the space covered by UJY soundings, and ·aiso the amount
of material scoured away, in cubic yards.
The couf:Hct of curreuts near the jetties, behind the wing-dams, makes
it impracticable to run the launch, in sounding. ver.v close to the jetties.
Frequent groundings on the jetties, or shoals, aud hours of delay are
often caused by attempts to sound along the inner line of the jetties.
· The date of March 15 is the earliest that can be assigned for the
beginning of any active scour, and it did not attain striking proportions
until about March 23; this is the date assumed for the beginning, aud
July 7 is the date taken for the second survey.
Comparisons for scour between jetties and above them,, from March 23 to
Ju.ly 7, 1877.

Distance from 0 East Point, in feet.

2,000 to 1,000 above ---- ·---·· ···--· ··---· ---- ·----·
1,000 0 East Point·-·-··--···-·-···---·--··------·0 East Point 1,000 below_·---·------··--·-·--·---··
1,000 to 2,000 below . __ . _______ .•.. -- .. --- --- .. - ....
2,000 to 3,000 below . _.••.. __ •.. - _.--- . --.----- .. -..
3,000 to 4,000 below----·---···--------- .•.••• ·---··
4,000 to 4~500 below-------··----~--··----------·-··
4,500 to 5,500 below -------- ··-- ...••. ·----· ---- ---·
5,fJOO to ti,500 below--··-----···---·---··----·-·---6,500 to 7,500 below----···-··----·-···-·-·--------·
7,500 to 8,500 below-·-····----··----··----·---· ••..
8,500 to 9,500 below . _... __ . . • . . • . ______ - _- ... ----.
9,500 to 10.500 below .••••. ·--· _--·- ·--· ,_ .. ·--- ---10,500 to 11,500 below-----·-·- . ·----···--·------···

1. 08

0.!::166
0. i78
1. 32
1. 54
2.3877
3.38
26.534
4.01;j
3.025
3.0058
3. !324
3. 1~2
1. 346

Total ____ ·-·····----··----· __ .. ·--·-·-----·-· ··---· ---·

2fl,800
27,900
26,509
42,55:3
45,630

61,866
43,814

7 9, 8:~7
118, 903

78,426
77,928
92,333
87,000
27,418

670
7tl0
920
8i0
tlOO
700
700

soo

800
700
700
7r>0

750
550

1, 546,917 ---· ··-·

A scour so great in 107 days mu t have added considera'-'ly to tile
ratio of e<linrent to water flowing through the pass during these · three
month and more. It becomes important to ascertain how great this
addition wa , and whether or not the increased ratio exceeds the ratio
heretofore found iu the river, at the same stage of high river. Fortunately
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the sediment observations ma~e in the sam~ period enable us to soh·e
one branch of the question, not with extreme accLiracy, certainly, but
within a fair approximation, doubtless. The nature of such determinations precludes a claim of rigid exactness for the results, howe\ er great
may be the labor, time, and care expended on field-work or in its reduction. The first question naturally arising is suggested by the fact that,
within nearly the same period, about 250,000 cubic yards of material
have been scoured out from the bottom, at the head of the passes. On
sheet No.6 are given a number of cross-sections throughout South Pass,
showing the profiles of the sections according to the Coast Survey,
May. 1~75, and my own survey of July, 1877. These, together with
cross-sections at Falconer's base, near the bead of the passe~, and
Corj·'s· bast.~, nea~ South Pass light-house, representing the profiles at
the two epochs named, and also at other dates, including March 7,
1877, fur Falconer's basP, and March 19, 1877, for Cory's hase, enabled
UH by computing the amount of scopr in three months at Cory's base,
and the a1uonnt of fill at Falconer's base in the same time, to calcueulate approximately the excess of fill above Grand Bayou Station over
tlte scour below that point it;l the period in question.
The leugtbs of these two divisious of the pass are nearly equal, five
miles each. These several sections confirm the results of previous des·
ultory soundings, and show that since the jetties were constructed there
lla~, in general, been a fill above Grand Bayou and a scour below.
An~ust 1, 1877. I g-auged Grand Bayou by an approximate method.
~nd ascertained that about one-fourth of the water formerly flowing
through it escapes over and through the dam across it, or about 7 per
cent. of the whole discharge of South ~ass. This result is to me ..unexpecte<l. Tbe water on Carrollton gauge read about 8.7 feet on Aug·ust
l. I do not know bow rnuc~ the leakage bas increas~d lately, but abont
four months ago, when I last tested it, the curreut was much weaker
than it is now.
•
I regret that a desire to hasten forward the results of the survey,
already too greatly retarded by- sickness in my party. anrl other causes,
leads me to forego. at this time a careful Btudy of all these cross-st-ctions
ancl a calculation oftherespectivescouraud fill smce May, 1875; but as
Falconer's section is so situated as to be a fair example of the till above
Urand Bayou, so Cory's section is fairly placed to exhibit the amonnt
of scour below. At lea~t they ·eem well placed relatively for com parion. A , uming these sections as fair illustrations, and applying the
relative fill auu scour at eaeb respectively, to five miles, I find that
the 250,000 cubic yard scoured out from near the head of the pa se
are aceou11ted tor by about the ame exce.ss of till abo\·e Grand BHyou
over the cour below. Approximate ouly as the result is, we roa.r therefore di" card the cour in the pa s above the So nth Pa light-bouse, anrl
at tlte b ad of the pa . e~, in considering the ratio of the alllount of
ediment t arnount of water b l<l in u pension below the light-bon"e.
lt i' u
, dtr. to xplaill h re that the pre ent, or rather the lat hi~h
liv r ·tage of the pa , ha pr v . nted an accurate ·urvey of th ten
mil · of th pa , with in . rum uts, from the ·hore, xc pt hy a v ry
gr at xp uditur f time aud labor. Diffhmlt at all tim , in hi(l'll
h urv y f
·uth H by tb be t method , i irnvat ~ a hor
l,r· · 1 ·ahl . Ian.· of h ~ a:-~t- urve.v landmark· ban) th ir top
<!< \" r ·d wi h wat r. an tb
, n mu t
cut for , m a:cre.· in ord r
th. a tr,w it- · rv L' may hav a fair iabt fr m aclt poiut iu tb
f h c:· ne an l ' a.t r-lin , where au i11 ·trum ut would b m d r., 1 • 'Ih r ~ r rang
w re e tabli h d, and unding were
7
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carefully taken from a row-boat, manned by an excellent crew, and
soundings, taken at equal intervals of "time," were recorded by an
assistant. The velocity of the water was uot great. An iuspection of
.the results as shown in the cross-sections, and a comparison with those
of the Coast Survey vouches for the sufficient accurac.v of the work for
all purposes for which it is needed. Howe,·er, at Cory's and Falconer's
bases, wbieh are permanently marked, and are therefore cleared, the
work was effected by the aid of two transit-observers.
·
'
The table of the mean resnlts of an analysis for sedimPnt of portions of
water taken from South Pass is given here. Specimens were taken from
the thread of the channel nearly opposite South Pass light-house, sometimes at mid-depth, nearly, eaeh day, and sometimes, amidst a press of
work, less frequently, but at surface mid-depth and 'Yithin 3 feet of the
bottom. A nearer approach to the bottom was avoided in order to prevent any stirring from the presence of a small t,emporar.v dam, such as
the ~rap· bueket would become were it to approach too near to the mud.
The trap-bucket was made, for the purpose, of block tin, heavily
weighted with a ring of lead at the bottom. It bas two large tight
valves, opening npward, aqd is let down "with a ruu" to the required
depth, when a sudden jerk, with afterward a steady pulJ, brings its contents to the surface. Several trials in water, salt at a certain depth but
fresh above, show that its specimens could be relied on as coming from
the desired depth, provided due care was used. Observations at the
surface, and at 15 and about 30 feet depth, on the 27th, 28th, 29th, and
30th of April, the 15th and 29th of May, and the 6th and 16th of June,
give a relation betweeu the mean of the results at the three depths designated and at 15 feet; by which it seems that the mean of the results of
the three depths is 105+ per cent. of the mean result at 15 feet. We
find then that a mean of the ratio at 15 feet, in the table, multi pled by
1.055+ gives us for a mean ratio, by weight, of sediment to water, for the
, period, 0.00097937. The followiug are the available results for the discharge of South Pass during the period of three mtmtbs in question:
Cubic feet per second.

Cory's. base, Aprilll ----·· .•.•••.•••••••.•.•..•• ·----· .•..••...• ---Falconer's base, May 21. ..•.. ·----- ----·- ----·- ·----- . •... -----· ..••
Palconer's base, May 21. ••••..•.•••.•• _.•. __ ••. ___ ..•...... __ •. . • • • • •
Falcouer's base, May 22 ..•.••.•••••.•.••• ·----· ...• ·----· .••••• .•.•••

5b:352. 0
64897.4
6230:3. 5
66267.0

Mean .•••. _... _.• _.. _.. _. __ ••. __ •••.•.•••• _.. __ . _. ____ . _• ___ .•. _. • . . •

= 62205. 0

At
At
At
At

·Each of the three results at Falcon('r's has been diminished by the
subtraction of 7 per eent. for leakage over and through Graud Bayou
dam. Applying the above given ratio to this number, and thence ascertaiuing the amount of ediment by weight contained in the water discharg~d iu 107 days, adding 11 per cent. of this for sediment transported
within from 1 to 5 feet of the bottom, m excess of the mean amount for
a cro s-section, although this is probably a meagre all.o wauce for the interval of depth, as the report of Generals Humphreys and Abbott gives
that perceutage for the matter actually rolled along the bottom, and
adding 4 per cent. more for the error in the ratio that results from conidering pecimen of water taken from depths of 28 aud 30 feet, as
though they were taken from the bottom, 3 to 5 feet down, doubtless a
mall enough allowance, and we finally arrive at a result of 12693205.
cubic yard , a the amount of ediment passing South Pass light-house
iu t~e 107 day. from March 26 to July 10, 1877. The amount, 1546917.
cubw sanl ·, added by the scour below the light-house, is about 12.2 per
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cent. of this, and it makes the gross amount of sediment discharged from
the end of the jetties 14239122. cubic yards. In the report of Humphreys and Abbott on the Mississippi River, may be found the ratio of
sediment to water ascertained by Lieutenant 1\Iarr in 1849, <luring the
nearly corresponding months of April, May, J uue, and part of July. It
is given as 5 ! 6 or ·.0016778. During these three months of 1849, including Lieutenant Marr's observations, the mean reading on the Carrollton gauge was 13.7 feet. From March 26, 1877, to July 10, 1877,
the average taken from the table here given, using all the results I have
in my possession, was 9.65 feet. Doubtless, during the most rapid scouring, the ratio of sediment torn from the bottom to the normal amount
transported by the water was much greater than the mean amount I
have deduced.
.
No accuracy above that of a fair approximation is claimed for these results. The tahle is as reliable as such a table can be, with the best attainable care. The results deduced are opened to the inspection and veri.fication of all and the resulting judgment. The specimens of water taken
were allowed to stand in a quart jar for some weeks. Most of the water
was carefully siphoned ofl', and measured; usually about 1,000 grammes
being taken in each jar at the beginning, aud a small residuum, well
shaken, was poured into from two to four thicknesses of the best white
filter paper, of li,rench manufacture. The papers bad all been previously
weighed to within one or two milligrammes, on delicate scales, and four
more than were used at once, generally about 24 in all, were stored away
clean, in one package with the drie<l papers of the proper set having
sediment on them, until all four came to nearly the weight found at ·
first. Tbe mean difference, one centigramme at most, usually very
much less, was applied to the newly-ascertained weight of each of the
filters having sediment within it, and all the water having been measured in a 500-grammes graduated jar of glass, and its .quantity reduced
to standard temperature and hydrometrical standard (1,000) the ratio
by weight was ascertained". In order to ascertain the specific gravity
of the transported material, two tests were carefully made, and all
available authorities consulted, and 1.89 was finally accepted as the
specific gravity of the average kind of sediment. The lat·ge proportion
of sand stated to be found in many of thP. samples of sediment will perhaps surprise some. I should remark here that selections from the
sediment were submitted to microscopic examination, under a power of
200 (two hundred) diameter , after being placed on a glass gr;-lting,
graduated to hundred, and tbousand of an inch, and the proportion of
sand was judged of, partly by the result of the inspection directly, and
partly by an e timate, afterward u ing my judgment as I examined tbe
ediment. It is readily admitted that other estimates, differing from
mine on either side, might be quite correct. As regards what is true
siliceous aud, aud what i sometuing else, the micro copic examination
i conclu ive, however. Of conr e tlle thermometer and hydrometer were
u ed and the con qu nt r duction were made; but to save pace,
non-e ential to the purp e in hand are omitted from the table. Tbe
edg and the corn r of the and are rounded somewhat from water,
but not ' O mu b a and taken from the bottom of the river near Point
la B f• ·he,
mile up th ri¥ r, which I examined a few month ince.
houl<~
r mem r d that an almo t unpr c d nt dly udd(ln ri e
~ ·urr d ~n tb l\!i ouri i r during thi p dod, and tbat the Mi ouri
a r ma~n d qmt high for a c n id rable tim .
1
!lllH
_Mt . ouri i one of tbe gr at t contributor of and to the .Mi ·
l: lV ·r.
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SOUTH PASS OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.
DEPTHS OF W .ATER IN THE CHANNEL .AND ON THE BAR.

In General Comstock's report, he gives the depths which could b'e
carried through various sucGessive sections of the jettied channel and
over the bar at various epochs. Adopting his table, I have added to
it the results of instrumental surveys made since March 16; most of
them being only of the bar and its immediate vicinity.
The following table gives the depth of water, in feet, that could be
carried through each 2,000 f~et below East Point at different dates:
Distances in feet from East Point.
Date.
0-2,000.

2,000-4 000. 4,000-6,000. 6,000-8,000.

8,000-10,000.

10,000-12,000.

9.2
18.7
16.7
10.2
9. 7
June, 1875 ............ ..
22.5
May, 1876 _____ ........ .
17.1
. 15.0
21.0
23.3
20.3
22.0
23.5
19.8
23.0
August,l876 .......... ..
19.6
21.0
23.5
20.3
N overu ber, 1876 ...•....
21.1
21.2
21.1
22.0
20.3
20.5
March 16, 1877 ........ ..
21.1
22.0
21.2
24.1
23.2
21.3
April2, 1877 ...•...•••....•.•••..... -··········- ..••.•...•. ···--······- -············April2~. 1877 _........ .
!20. 5
19.5
May.lO, 1877 ....... . ................ . ..................... .
22.1
21.4
May 24, 1877 _.......... ..
17.8
18.0
June 28, 1877 ............................... . ...................................... ..
July 3, 1877 _......... ..
24. 9
24. 0 • • • • • • • • • • . . •••••.• -. - 23. 5 .•••••••.•••••
July 7, 1877 _......... .. . ....... ·----· .......... ........
23.8 ....................... . ....................... .
July 8, 1877 _......... ..
26.0
July 28, 1877 .....•.••..
20.3

EXPERIMENTS IN DREDGING CHANNEL.

Some efforts have been made to deepen and straighten the channel by
means of a series of plows, firmly connected into a system by a strong
frame-work, and dragged through the jetty-channel between two steamers and under a barge. This device has been used but little, and I cannot learn that much has been accomp1ished by it, and some ()f the
plows were lost. More persistent endeavors have been mad~ with the
pumping machinery on the jetty company's or contractor's steamer
Piasa, by which atmospheric pressure is utilized to force the material
of the bottom up through tubing, and to cause it to di8charge itself
through a pipe to a scow or other receptacle. It is understood that
these trials are looked on as tentative merely, with a view to perfectin·g
a so-called'' dredge-boHt," now just building at Pittsburgh, in which the
same principle is applied. The partial vacuum is to be created, I understand, by the direct app1ication of mechanical pumping power. The
boat is said to contain very powerful machinery. Some attempts have·
been ma!le, also, to disintegrate the mud lump about 1,000 feet beyond
the end of the west jetty by explosions of powder, placed in piles
driven down, but hitherto the fuse apparatus, which is exploded by
frictional electricity, or the powder, or both, are said to be, and to have
been, imperfect, and no formidable explosions effecting much have been
made. But the improvement in the channel through the bar, which
has been marked within teu days, will douutless progress yet farther.
The river i falling teadil.v and quite fast. ln the sediment table given
it will be noticed that and had already nearly disappeared from the
water on the lOth of July. The water i much less cbarged with sand
now, on the 27th of Jnly, than it was on the former date, and to-day I
found water, alt and fresh mixed, 50 per cent. each, on the bottom,
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tide having

Dis harg in cubic feet per second.

Date.
i

South Pass.

ontbwest Northeast
l~a8s.
Pass.

1 17. .
69, 782. 1
275, 695
292, 387
Ml\y 2t . ......................................................... .
66, 993. 8
276. 66 .......... ..
May2t .......................................................... .
71,254.
277, 450
290,722
M~ty2:.. ........................................................ ..
29:!, 7'27
May22 ....................... . ................................. . . • • • • •• • • • . . ••• • • . • • • . .

Mean ................•................•......•......... .

®, 343. 5

---;;76, 670 --292,278

These results exhibit the fact that the South Pass then discharged
about 25.06 per cent. of tlle water Soutltwest Pass discharged; about
23.67 per cent. of what Northeast Pass discharged, and about 10.85 p_er
cent. of the whole discharge bf the river separating into three bod1es
~elow Cubitt's Gap. Tllis takes into account the amount of water leak·
u~g through Grand Bayou dam, which was about 7 per cent. of the gross
du;charge (data given by the Coast Survey in 1875) of South Pass on
August 1, 1877.
When authorized additional assistance is procured it is hoped that I
shall be able to gauge South Pass, and perhaps all, with a desirable frequency. As the space just beyond tlle ends of the jetties bas been

.
.
11r.· • • • R'
f.rom March 6 to July 10, 1877.
Table exhibiting ·~he reBultB of analyBiB fm· Bediment of BampleB of water taken frorn South PaBB, ..LILtB8t88tppt wer,
.

.s....r.;s·..,;
'"'Q)

~

'"'"'"'
'r5§

~-

...

~~

m§
Qcil
.........
~~

1e
'r5~

~-

"".

~·.-1
p. -

Q)

~~

..... s:l

Location.

Date.

0

's:l

;..;-

~~

...

Tide.

-

~~

P.s;:l

~

s·a3
~~
~ ~

~~

:5~..,;

~
b.O
§

~i
~1e
1U ~

Maximum and minimum reading of gauge ; time
and difference of same, 2.76 feet being the reading for average flood-tide.

~

ri

0

Remarks .

Time.
Differ- 1----------~--------1
e11ce.
High water. Low water.

'~"'
3
~.§Ji
~
~==~~-1------1-----------~------------~----------0
Eo;
A
~
-------------l----------------------------l---1---------1------1-------1-------------1----------------k
All clay.

~~

0

(Surface

1877.

~ About 3,000 feet above East Point (opposite ( BOO~ Soft
Corey's base), 300 feet from west shore. .
5
{

March 6, 5.30 P· m {

March 26, 1.45 p.m._ 2,000 feet above East Point, opposite South Pass
light-house, 250 feet from west shore.
.

Ap,n

331
bottom~

30

650 ----.--- -----

'f .i!i ji.i;i i!!!iii!!!!!::::lii; i!~ ~)j:;~)):;:::~: : ; : j!i: •: ~i• !~•::!;: ~:! !
1:

!:Ill~:: : -:

JF:i::-: ·:·:-----~-: :_:_:: : -_: : :--:: · ::· ·:-: -.::-··:

10, 1.00 p.m .... .... do ............ ------ .... - .... -- .. -- .--- .. - ... ---.. -- .. ---.- .. ..

g:
13,
14,
15,
17,
18,
19,
20,
21,
22,
24,
25,
26,

g:!~ ~: ::: ::::::~~:::::: :::::~ ::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: ~

1~

24

.·---- ::::::::::::::

0.45 p. m. _ ...... do .. .. ..................................... : .. -,.. . ... .. -..... ..
0.50 p.m ........ do ................. _..... _........ _. . ~ ... _.. . - ~-- . . --.--- . . -- .. .
1.40 p. m. _ ...... do ....................... ·. .... . .. . - . . . . . . . .
. .... - - .. - .. -.
1.05 p.m ........ do ................ -· .... -- ............... -.. . ..... --.- .... ----l.OOp.m ....... do .................................... ...... . ...... . ..... ....... .
0.30p.m ........ do ........................ . ... . . . ... ..... ~-- ... ·................ .
11.40a.m ....... ,do ....................................... .. ....... . ............. ·
1.00 p.m ........ do . ................................... .. ... . .. .. .............. -1.25p.m ........ do ............................ ··········-·-- .......... ..•..... ..
1.40 p.m ........ do............... . .. ........................
.... . ........
0.40p.m ........ do ...................... ... ......... . ........
. .....•..... -0.45p.m ........ do .............................. :.. .........
..............

15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15

15
15
15
15
15

1::::::~~:::: ::::~~ :·: :.::::::::::: :::·::::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::::::::::: Surfa1~
1.3~ 1::::::~~:::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::: ~::: :::::: :::::: :::::::::::::: Surfa1~·

27, 0 .45 p. m
28,

p. m

29, 0.45 p. m
May

~ ... ... do .....•..... ... ....... : ... -. .... ..... ............. ... ........... Surfa~~·

5 :::: ::~~: :~: ::~::: :::::::: ~::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::: ::::::::::::::
~~::::::

15 , l.OO p. m
17, 0.45 p. m

~
~

::::::
::: :::

~~:::::::::::::::::: ~::::::::::: ~:::::::::::

:::::: ::::::::::::::

Surfa1~

~~:::: :::: ::::::: ::: : :: :: : :::::: :: :::: :::::: :::::: :::: : ::: :::: :: Surfa~~.

0.35p.m~ ::::::~~:::~::::::::::::::::::::::~::~:::::::::·:::

20,
::::::::::::::::::::
30, 0.40p.m .. .. .... do ..................... . ·. ............... . ... ... ... .. .......·.....
3
June
2, l.UOp.m ........ do.............. .. ... .................... .. ... .. ..............
:-l, 3.00p.m . . .. . ... do.... . ... .. .................................... . . .. ... ... . ...

Surfa1~·

i', k~g ~: ::: . :::: :~~::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::-::::::::: ::::::·::::::::::::::

15

::::::i~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: ::::::::::::::

15

6,
7,
8,
9,

26,
27,
30,
1,

~~15

0.50p.m{
Surfa1Y
1.15p.ro ........ do.......... .. .. .... ... . ............ ..... .. .. .............. . ....
15
1.15p.m ........ do.............................. . .......... .. ...................
15
l.OOp.m ........ do . ........................................ ... ..................
15

::::::~~::::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::

16, 1.00 p. m{
::: ::: :::::: :::::·:::
19, 1.55p.m ........ do................. . ............ .. ...................... ........ .

July

Surfa;g

30, 1.00 p. m { ::::::
: :: ::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::: . ::::: . :::: ::: : :::::
15
1, 1.30p.m ........ do ................................................ . .... . ........ · surfa:2
14, 1.30p.m ....... . do ......................................·... .... ............ ... .. Surface .

~

:~~-.:::::::

~:-

Surfa1~

15

~:: Surfn~~-

2.45 p. m :::::
-.::: ._ -.:::::::::::::::::::::::::
:::::: :::: :: :::::
1.00 p. ro ........ do ... ................... .. ~ ..... ... .-....... ...... ............. .
15
2.00 p.m ........ do .. ................. ....... ......... ...... ..... ........... ...
15
4.00 p.m.. 500 feet from east jetty, and 5,000 feet from East 1,000
85
BO
Point.
10 2 00
1
~ Surface.
15
; : ~:: $ Opposite South :Pass light-house . ............... . ............... -.- {
00
10 22.00p.m
10,
........ do..............................................................
30

•

• 0001387
. 0003103
. 0002114
. 0001300
. 0002427
. 0006209

Rising ..... .

6. 40

1. 35 .... do -----. OOOB043
. 0008052
1. 50 Falling .... .
. 00092B4
1. 70 .... do ...... .
. OOOB769
1. 85 .•.. d(l- .•. • . ·.
. 00096:3!)
2. 15 .... do ...... .
. 0009842
2. 53 . ... do ..... ..
. 000869:1
2. 45 .... do ...... .
. 00077B7
2. 60 ... do ...... .
. 0007463
2. 70 .... do-··--··
. 0008105
2. 55 Stationary ..
. 0006285
2. 53 Rising .... ..
. 0006311
2. 87 .... do ..... ..
. OOOB299
2. 70 . ... do------. 0009587
2. 30 .. .. do .......
. 0007103
2. 15 S~a!-ionary ..
. 0007505
2. 00 R1smg ..... .
. 000737B
2. 85 Falling . ... .
. 0011270
2. 30 . ... do ...... ..
. 0011208
2. 30 . .. . do ...... .
. 00 l09ll
1. 99 .... do ...... .
. 0009281
2. 88 .... do .... . .
. 0010822
3. 30 . ... do ...... .
. 0010688
3. 22 ... . do ...... .
. 0011266
3. 02 Rising ..... .
0012502
2. 85 . ... do ..... . .
. 0012191
2. 49 .... do ..... ..
. 0009241
2. 31 . ... do ...... .
. 0010263
2. 30 Falling .... .
. 0010310
2. 42 .... do ...... .
. 0007B57 . . -.
. ooo9415
2.' 65- -:F~1ii~~£:::::
.0015B51 -- --··· · ............. .
.. 0009452
0009703 - .... 2.· 67 .. F~lii~g- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

6. 70
7.00
7. 20
7. 40

1. 63

7. 60
7. 80
7. 90
B. 00
8. 00
10.00
8. 40
B. 60
9. 00
9. 30
9. 50
9. 40
9. 40
9, 60
9. ~5
9. 80
9. 70
9. 70
9. 80
10.10
10. 20
10.40

10. 40
10. 60

.. 0011766
OOOG096 ....... . ............ ,

:~~~~{~~ ···a:ii7- :~~~~~~~~r~::
' 0009524
. 00 11257

F~ili~g-:::::

2. 85

J~~~~~~
-·} tf :~~lj~~~:::::.
. ooo
. 001 8697

Do .
All clay, saving a slig trace of sand.
Clay
.
............................... . ......................................... . .......
Do. .
·
.............. . ..... ...... ............. . ........ .. ........... ....... .... ..... .... . One-third
sand; t.he rt~clay .
0. B2
6.28 p.m.. 5.1B a.m ..
1.19
2. 01
•... ·
Do.
·
0. 54 10.10 p.m .. 10.00 a. ro .. A little sand; the restiJUiy,
1. 24
1. 78
0.00 a.m .. 328p.m .. About one-third sand the rest clay.
0. 20
1. 45
1. 65
7.30 a.m . . 6.50 p.m ..
0. 57
1. 45
2. 02
Do.
8.20 a.m .. 7.20p. m .. About
0. 86
J. 40
2. 26
one;fourth sane· the rest clay.
H.4B a. m .. 8. 00 p. m .. A little sand; the rest rellowish clay.
1. 2B
1. 21
2. 49
1. 52 11.00 a.m . . 11.00 p.m . . About one-fourth sand~~?e rest clay.
1. 36
2. 88
1. 42 11.15 a. m .. 11.50 p.m .. About one-third sand; ~r~~_e re'lt clay .
1. 32
2. 74
0.05 p.m .. 12.00 p.m ..
1.10
1. 69
2. 79
About one-sixth fines ~d; the rest clay .
0.20p. m .. 1.00 a.m ..
1.15
1. 68
2. B3
2.00 p.m . . 1.45 a.m .. About one-sixth sand the rest clay .
l. 10
1. 45
2. 55
3.00 a.m . . 3.10p. m .. V er·y·little sand; the I~ clay .
0. 93
1. 67
:1.60
5.05 p.m .. 4.30 a.m .. Some fine sand; mostl clay.
1. 29
1. 67
2. 96
2.55
p.m .. 3.00 a. nr..
0. 62
2.19
2. Bl
6.35 p.m .. 3.20 a.m .. Over one-third sand ; ~rest clay.
0. 57
1. 94
2. 41
0.1B 9.05 a.m .. 2.28 a.m . . About one-fourth san<l • the rest clay.
2. 01
2.19
u. 60 12.00 p.m .. 2.2:3 H.m .. About one-fifth sand; ~o rest clay.
1. 95
2. 55
one-third sand; the rest clay.
o. eB 10.45 a.m .. 3.53 p. Ill .. About
2. 37
3. 25
1.35.a..m .. 6.10 p.m .. Over one-half fine san ; the rest clay.
0. 91
2. 00
2. 91
9.15 a.m .. 8.35 p.m ..
0. 90
1. 79
2. 69
0. 97
7.00 a.m .. 7.35 p.m .. About two-thirds sane ftne and coarse; the rest clay.
1. 46
2. 43
1. 32 10.05 a.m .. 9.10 p.m .. About one-third fines ~d; the rest clay.
1. 80
::!.12
9.45::t. m .. 10.15 p.m .. Nearly half saud; the ~st clay of a very light color. ·
1. 67
l. 88
3. 55
1. 40 11.30a.m .. 12.00 p. m . . About half saml, fine nd coarse; the rest clay.
J. 93
3. 33
·Do.
·
1.10 p.m .. 0.45 a.m ..
1. 32
3. 24
l. 92
1.17
2.45 p.m .. 1.50 a.m .. About half sand, fine a d coarser; the rest clay.
1. 79
2. 96
0. 72
5.20 p. ro .. 3.40 a.m .. Nearly half fin e sand; maximum 0.003 inch in diameter.
1.!-12
2. 64
0. 3B 10.20 p.m .. 2.40.a. m .. Over ha-lf sand, fine an coarse; the rest clay.
2.18
2. 56
0. 45
6.33 a.m .. 3.50 a.m .. Over half sand, fine an coarser ; the rest clay.
2. 66
2. 21
0. 91
5.50 a. ro . . 5.45 a.m .. A~ou t half sand, fine a d coarser; the rest clay.
3. o:1
2.12
7.17 a.m .. 5.15 p.m .. Aoout one-fourth sand fin e and coarse· the rest clay .
1. 20
2. 08
3. 24
About one-third fines ~d; the rest cl~y:.
·
Ov~r two-thirds sane!, ostly tine; the rest clay.
About one-half sand) me and coarse; the r est clay.
... -3:57 · ..... 2.- i6 · ..... i: 4i · . 1:20- ~: n1 .. · .... · ·- · · · · .. · A_bout one-third sand; wo-thirds clay.
.
-. -. . . . . . .. - . . . . -. . . . .. - . . . . -. 7.15p.m
- . -........- L1ghi)~~lored clay, wit a few sand grains, 0.003 to O.OOB inch in diameter.

···io7- ···2.'i4- ···o.-93- · ·9:io~:~:: ··a:i5p:n;:: About one-half sand, fi e and coarse; the r est clay.
-....... -.- - -- -. . ... -.. - .............·...... - - .. 10. 40 · · · 3:27 · .. -i."7i · ·· ·i: 56· .. 9."2o ~-Clay with
ng 0.005
to 0.007
in diameter
9.4{) P· m .. ~early
halfs.and,
sand,avera~]
from 0.002
to 0.015
inchinch
in diameter·
the; yellowish.
rest clay.
1

1o.5o

n;:: ·· ···--·

'"iii."aii· -··iiiii. ···i." 7ii - · --i_- 36 ·iii . 25~. u;:: ii:o5·p_- u;::

o~:~f~:;{h~;~~{rrr~~· -~~i~~-g1~~~~~~~:~1~r:~~~~~~h~e;~s~ ~r~Y·.

2- 11
J.5l
B.45a.m .. 8.30p.nL. Aboutone-s1xthsand; therestclay.
3· 62
10-BO
6228
.0007276
3 28' .F.il:··---··· · ···---3.57
2.00
1.57
9.35a.m .. 9.30p.m .. About5percent.sand; therestclay .
·
a mg --- - - 10· 60 ···--·· · .. ...... · ······- ······ ··- .- -- ·····- ······ Nearlybalfsahd; the estclay .
. 001
0608
a." 3o- -:F;lii~g-:: ~:: --iii: 6ii · ·.. 3.' 4ii · ··- 2." 0i · .. · 39 · ·ii ·52 ·· · · · · ·- ·-- -- ·--- About !talf sand, from 0.001 to 0.01 inch in diamet.er; the rest clay.
. 0005921
. OOOB989
_
... _.... __ ___ .. _ .... _... __ .: __ ~~~:: 11.25 P· m. · Clay w1th a very few Fains of sand .
. 0005742 - · · · · · · · · ·- · · • · ·- · · · · · · · .. · ·
· ·---- · · · · · · Fully half satfU.; the r st clay
............. ..............
. 0007078 -. -3_" 25- ji~tii~g-:::: .
About one-tenth sand· the re~t clay
2.1B
9·05 a.m ... 9.45p.m.: About12percent.san' ; therestciS:y.
3. 50
10.90
.0010147
1. 32
.0005742 ... 3..·2. ii' _-F_--_~_ldi;-~g·_-_:__~_~_: _·
LOO "iii"i' ······ ............ Aboutone-halfsand, a eraging0.008inchindiameter.
2. 3:~
3. 33
10. 90
.0008119
· Oa. m .. 9.48p.m . . Aboutone-ftfthsand; lierestclay.
2. 30
3. 30
32. 0900 .... do ... _. __ 10.90
. 0007323
~: g~ ~-~~ a. m · · l0.30 P· m.- About 5 per cent. sand· about 0.006 inch in diameter.
2. a:3
3.19
. 0007260
2. 98 Stationary.. 11.00
· a.m.- 10.50 P· m .. About one-tenth saud, avera-ging 0.006 inch in diameter.
2. 48
0· 50
2. 98
. OOOB193
2. 70 Falling . :. . . 11.00
J.OO P· m-- 10.25 P- m · · 10 per cent. sand; max mum 0.01 inch in diameter; the rest clay.
. 0007064
2. 46
39 12.00 m ---- 9.30 P· m.- Abont.one-tifth sand; maximum_O.Ol inch in diameter; the rest clay.
2. B5
11.00
. 0008964
2. 3B .F~llfl~g-::::: .. j i." oii- . --2:73. -.. 2.' 270 46 -. 4-3-; . ---- ...... - . . .. -- Very httle sand ; max roum O.Olmch in diameter; the rest clay.
. 0010349
·
· 0 a.m.· 4}5 P- m. - About one-fifth sand; maximum 0.01 inch in diameter; the rest clay .
·
..OOOB6n
OOOB852 .. :2:25·
·F~lii~g-:::::
·
·ii~oo·
...
2."92·--2:2
-- ------. . ......
--·-··.. .A:bont_on
~boutone-tenthsand;
2 28
d
3.45p.m
e-thirdsand, therestclay.
ptoD.Olinchindiameter; therestclay.
0 0· 72 ··5·30a.m
·
1· 07
. OOOB58
.... 0 · . . . . . . 1110
•
5.15 a.m.. 5.25 p.m .. Very httle sand; maximum 0.01 inch in diameter; the rest clay.
2· 04
3· 11
3.21
1.95
1.26
5.40a.m .. 6.15p.m..
Do.
.00061317
3.32 ... . do ....... 10.90
~~~~g~~ "3."32. -F~lii~g.·::::: 10.70 -·- i 37· ... 2." 46- ··- o." !Ji- ··o:i5 p.· ~: ~ --o:3o ~-- ~:: One-f~~;th sand; max· urn 0.01 inch in diameter;
the rest clay .
0
. 0010601
2. 49 .
. . 4."25 ;l;:: -- 4.'ci5
II
clay.
. 0012022
2.10 ... do.......
8.48a.m ..
9.30p.m .. Non.d,yallclay.

i:

···.. -·· ···· -··· -·· .. ··

0

1

°·

:

:~i~~Jg

,0011595
. qo20B75

.

F~iii~i£ ~::::

_

·

~--

:F~iling·::: ::

-!·.' ·r, · ·.;.,; .' .'

.p: ~;:: . ~~~-~~1x;J~e~:;.~.(~b :~~~~ c:~r~~x~;~~~~~oi j:~~n;:t~ilr!~~e~~s~;~a!e'st
A 1~:;.~'i o;:o_~m~·,p~ A:,r:J t~!P ;o o.ot:;.cll in diametor; the re8t clay. ·---------~~-----

!U!. P· m ..

10.25 n. m .. 12.00 p.m .. Very little sand; mo~tly clay.
.
1.07 p. m.. B.4:l 'P· m.. Over one-half sand up to 0.0~ inch in diameter; the rest clay.

22. 57
50

_... do . ... . ..
2. 40 ... do ... __ ..

8.00 a.m . . 7.15p.m . . Verylittlesancl; thor stclay.
Do .
.... do ...... . . . . . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . . . -- ..... . . .. . . . . ... - ~ ~ . . . . . ...... .
. ~002917 ... ...3.50
Do.
......
.....................
.
. 011066
.......................... -------· .............................. ...... ........ ..
. 010B25 .............. ............................ ............ .

-
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twice covered in this survey by. soundings taken ab?ut J~ne 21 an.d
J trly 28, respectively, an opportunity is offered to gam an Idea of the
chaugt>s ofteu found of late after an interval of some days near tile ends
of the jetties.
THE BAR .AND GULF BEYOND THE END OF 'l'HE JETTIES.
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found to be as fairly and uniformly distributed as is practicable in nearly
every case, I think.
·
.
It was of course desirable that the same subdivisions should be used
for both years. A table embodsing the results of this comparison is
given, and the chart on sheet No.4 shows the limits of the subdivisions,
and the depths found throughout each. A comparison of the successive
charts of surveys made in this space during two years had prepared me
to find that little change bad occurred in the last year, and in fact the
last two years, and the result confirms this opinion for the year past.
The space under consideration -bas a depth in the direction of the jettylines of one mile, and its larger base nearly at right angles to the jettylines is 9,903 feet in length. Its smaller base,- nearly parallel to to its
larger, is 3,556 feet in length. This area contains about 1,245 square
miles, and in 1876 the average depth of water was 60.79 feet nearly; in
1877 60.38 feet.
Taking the 21 divisions into consideration, there is an <'xcess of fill
over scour of 522,597 cubic yards, equal to a deposit over the whole area
of 0.40643 foot, equal to 4.87 + inches. Taking into account all the
divisions except 1, 7, 13, and 21, we find that the scour in the year was
1,145,976 cubic yards, equrvalent to a scour of 1.31U9 feet, or~ foot 3.7+
inches over this latter area. Considering only the 11 subdivisions in
the fan-~baped area immediately in front of the jetty, that is, ignoring
divi~ions Nos. 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 20, and 21, the scour in the year
was 383,140 cubic yards. equivalent to a scour of 0.6218 foot, or 7.4+
inches over the restricted area.
· ·
The fan-shaped areas are of course those of the most pressing interest
when investigating the influences of changes on the immediate future
of commerce. Within the space subdivided soundings are reliabl.e when
a proper day is chosen. But beyond a depth of 130 or 140 teet the influence of cros:s-currents on the results obtained is most frequently considerable as well as indeterminate.
At about the same depths the bottom becomes abruptly variable in
character, suddenly, from sounding to sounding, and iu places so soft
that a twenty-pound lead often sinks many feet into the bottom. It is
not practicable, therefore, to extend a detailed comparison much further
than I have extended the present examination. Too late to change tlle
chart, it was discovered that divisions 15 aud 16 and IS and 19 are not
properly didded on it. The sum of the two divisions, 15 and 16 and 18
and 19, re pectively, are correct, but no one of the four is quite correct
in itself. In the computation the triangular division 15 has for the two
sides forming a right angle lengths of 394 feet and 1,000 fe~t.
.
The corresponding sides of division 19 are 392 feet and 1,000 feet.
The nearly trapezoidal figure 16 has for its easterly and southerly boundary 1,000 feet and 295 feet, respectively, wllile the corresponding sides
of divi~ion 18 are 1,000 feet and 292 feet, respectively. I remark here,
relative to the end of the east jetty-which, uutillately, had been gradually but stPadily sinking into the soft bottom beneath it, having: bad
heavy weights of ~tone, partly movable, vlaced ou it ~ince the last report-Its upper surface became very soon perceptibly depressed by evi·
dent compression of the mattresses. At that time a line of levels,
graphically shown on slleet No. 3, was taken over the outer end of the
east jetty. Since then I have had no convenient opportunity to rt.~peat
this leveling; but the eye aloue, unless grPatly deceived, shows that
the former rapid rate of sinking has intermitted at least, and its cessation may be permanent under tlle present condition of the bottom and
surroundings of the ends.

SOUTH PASS OF TH-E MISSISSIPPI RIVER.
M~n·ch 16 to July 24, 1877, about 810,000 cubic feet of m~t
llave been constructerl and placed in position, and about 1,600
cords of loose willows have bHen used at South Pass. At the bead of
the passes, in the· same interval, about 845,000 cubic feet of mattresses
nave been placed. In the same period.about 18,000 cubic yards of stone
have been used at South Pass, and about 4.000 cubic yards at the bead
of the passes. These numbers are approximations. At present about
100 employes., all told, are eng-aged in the work. For a large portion
of the last four months from 250 to 300 llave been engaged on the work,
and for short periods a considerably greater nnmber.
·
For their intel1ig·eut arid effieient co-operation in gathering the data
for this report, and for industrious application extending often to night•
work, after a long day's work in the field under the severe midsummer's
snn of this climate, I am under obligations to my two assistants, Messrs.
C. Donovan and 0. D. Parmel\.
· I subjoin here copi~s of stat~ments forwarded to the following papers
of New Orleans, June 29 and .July 28. in pursuance of instructions from
the honorable Secretary of War, that information of an exact character as to important facts regarding the depth of channel, and so forth,
sl1all he published promptly after it~ ascertainment. Statement of
June 29 was forwarded to New Orleans Times, Picayune, Republican,
and Democrat. Statement of Jnly 28 was forwarded to the same papers,
and also to the. New Orleans Price-Current.

From

tres~es

UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE,
PORT EADS, SOUTH PASS, LA.,

June 29, 1877.
On the 28th day of June, 1877, there was a practicable but narrow cl.tanuel -60 feet
in width and of l8 feet depth at average flood-tide through the bar at South Pass.
At higu water of the day 18t feet was found. At Jow water of the day 17.2 feet.
At the date of my last survey at the head of passes, June 15, 23 feet at average
flood-tide was found to be the least depth through the channel at the head of South
Pass.
·
At tl.te present stage of the river this depth is increased at the high water of a moderate tide to 24t feet.
On the 30th day of June another survey of the bar at South Pass revealed the same
depth in the channel as was found on the 28th.
On South Pass bar, for a vessel drawing 20 feet, the interruption to navigation is
about 200 feet in length.
Above the South Pass bar, between the jetties, nearly tl;lroughout their whole length,
a. very great scour has been progressing for two months or more. More than 80 feet
of water has been found at a late date in one place.
I certify that the above is a. correct statement of the result of my latest partial
surveys.
M. R. BROWN,.
Captain Engineers, U. S . .A..
Official. Furnished by order of the honorable Secretary of War.
UNITED STATES ENGI~EER OFFICE,
PORT EADt:!, SOUTH PASS, · LA.,

.

July 28, 1877. ·
On the 28th day of July there was a ~0-foot channel at average flood-tide through
the bar at South Pass, and entirely through the pass, and between the jetties. Its
least width was 145 feet. A very nanow channel of 20.6 feet could be traced through.
T~e interruptio~ to navigation for a vessel drawing 22 feet was 145 feet in length.
W1th the exceptiOn of one sma11lun)p, the 22-foot channel was 200 feet wid~ until a.
point was reached l,2i0 feet from the present end of tbe east jetty. Until a position
is reached 170 feet northerly from the end of the east jetty, the least width of the :~'~
foot cbannel was 120 feet.
I certify that the above was a correct statement taken from the results of my latest
survey.
M. R. BROWN,
.
Captain Engineers, U. S. A.
Official. Furnished by order of the honorable Secretary of War.
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· The following table ghTes a comparison of the quantities of water in
21 subdivisions of an area containing about 1! square miles, immediately
seaward of the ends of South Pas8 jetties, based on the charts of surveys made, respectively, about June 20, 1876, and June 22, 1817, by
Capt. M. U. Brown, Corps of Engineers, U.· S. A. :
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3 ........
4 ........
5 ........
6 ........
7 ........
8 ........
9 ........
10 .......
11 ........
12 ........
13 ........
14 ....... .
15 ....... .
16 .. .. ....
17 ........
18· -- -·····
19 ........
20 ....... .
21 •• •••••·

3, 359, 484
1, 951, 904
3, \!03, 900
1, 771, 511
3, 195, 900
1, 951,904
:J, 146, 568
1, 177, 965
1, 911, 590
1, 804, 280
1,1110, !100
1, 177, 965
2, 664, 385
354, 9::!1
196, 900
:!95, 320
1, 658, 310
:i90, 660
195. 900
354; !!31
1, 942, 785

1876.

1877.

1876.

--98.0
73.0
72.524
67.455
75.342
76.724
63.63
58.40
53.7826
47. 9:!36
52.4822
50.5625
36.803
31. 464
35. i!O
33.377
29.2805
31. 444
37.0833
35.654
35.012

86.3
76.43
73. 458
67.1'J77
73.319
81.0
62.45
59.50
5:~. 892
48. 845
54.075
52. 144
38. 438

12, 193, 680
5, 277,:160
8, 60fl, 200
4, 425,860
8, 917,980
5, 546, 570
7, 415, 403
2, 547,905
3, 807, 800
3, 203, 170
3, 714,389
2, 205,950
3, 631, 752
:n.o2
413, 612
36. 325
,256, 699
36. 471 '
488,689
il:J. 256
1, 7!!8, ::!76
32. !105
454, !!5!1
35.1
269,090
468, 6fl0
36.85
2, 51!1, 288
31.723

I

1877.

1871!.

1877.

1876.

--- -10, 737; 893
5, 525,320
8, 716, 39~
4, 453,514
8, 6i8, 488
5, 855, 700
7, 277,886
2, 595, 88Z
3, 813,012
3, 264, 07fl
3, 827, 022
2, 274, 950
3, 79:l, 096
486,650
26-l, 803
533, !108
2, 04'2, 546
476, OO:J
254, 588
484,415
2, 282,681

1, 455,787

77,640,825

~.

. ..............

. .............
. - .. . -.. - .
~

239,492

. ...... .. .

··247:9fio·
110, 192
27,654

··ao9; 130

137,517
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. ....... .........

................
.............
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. ...........

......... .

..............
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. ............
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47, 977
7, 212
6ll, 906
112, 6:n
tl!l, 000
161,344
1:.1, o:Ja
8, 104
45,219
.244, 170
2:)., 044

14,502

. ......

15,725
236,607 ......... . .. .

1877.

--

6
15
42
3:i
313
39
19
15
46
59
56
~0

66
14
J15
5J
271
36
12
26
85

8
20

:n

45
37
7
26
31
65
61
56
9
69
15
12
24
77
19
9
10
39

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ------ - - - - ---- ---- - -

Total . . 34, 717, 993* 1095. 1537

1107. 378

78,163, 422

o8:J, 905 l, 561,308

......... . . .........

*Square miles, 1.2453.
78.11lil.422 :vHds
a 4, 717 ,!1 9:.l f~c:et
60.78 feet mean depth for 1876.
77,640,825 yards_ 60.38 feet mean depth for 1877.
34,717,993 feet" ----:4o feet mean fill over whole area .

.Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. R. BROWN,
Captain Engiueers, U. S. A.
Hon. GEORGE W. l\i£c0RARY,
Secretary of War, Washington, D. G.

PASS CHJUSTIAN, NEAR NEW ORLEANS, LA.,

St:pternber 20, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the
5th instant, inclosing a copy ot the regulations established for the navigation of the
South Pas of the Miss1s ippi River.
·
Iu compliance with the instructions conveyed therein, I have had printed circulars
containing these regulations, have arranged for the postino- of them in those places in
New Orleans most acces ible, in the course of regular bu~iness, to those to whom the
knowledge of the details is important.
As_ the law appears to provide for punishment to offenders only when the offen e
enta1ls deplorable consequences, I have thought it best not to pul>lish a copy of the
law of Juue 1, l _74, but ~o rely on tbe general respect for a law of Congres~, and _on
the kno" 1 dge _of the law neretofore in the po session of pilots, &c., and on that wh1cb
may be tran. !Dltted verbally, especially as I intend employing a boarding-officer of the
cu tonu-1 or ot the telegraph company to post a copy of the regulatious in each ve~:~sel
boa~tlecl, and to answer proper. question relating to the rules.
ltuclo two cop1cs of the c1rcular 1 have issued.

Oversize Chart
35 x 70 em. following page 462

Serial Set ID:

1794 H.exdoc.l_War

Title: Chart of a Part of South Pass, Mississippi River, Sheet No.1
Johnson Bibliography Citation: 1877-54
Year: 1877
Description: Depths expressed in feet and tenths of a foot
Statement of Responsibility: Surveyed and Plotted under the Superintendence of Capt. M.R. Brown,
Corps of Engrs. U.S.A. Port Eagle, La, August 1,1877. Forwarded to the Secretary of War with report of
this date [signed]. C. B. Comstock, Major of Engineers Bvt. Brig. Genl. [signed]

File location: House-45-2-Executive-1-War-Secy-Ann-Rpt-Serial-1794

Oversize Chart

59 x 73 em. following page 462

Serial Set ID:

1794 H.exdoc.l_War

Title: Plan of Jetties at South Pass, Mississippi River Showing progress of mattress work July 24, 1877,

and Cross Sections Exhibiting the distance of upper tiers of mattresses below and above the water
surface. Sheet 3
Johnson Bibliography Citation: 1877-54
Year: 1877
Description: Sections F, G, H, I and diagonal drawing of piles and sections. Profiles of East Jetty
Statement of Responsibility: Made under direction of Capt. M.R. Brown, Corps of Eng'rs. U.S.A. Port
~ads La. August 1st 1877. Forwarded to the Secretary of War with report of this date. [signed] M.R.

Brown, Capt. of Engineers, U.S.A. [signed]
File location: House-45-2-Executive-1-War-Secy-Ann-Rpt-Seri~l-1794

Oversize Map
43 x 59 em. following page 462

Serial Set ID:

1794 H.exdoc.1_War

Title: Chart of a part of Gulf of Mexico seaward from the ends of South Pass Jetties No.4.
Johnson Bibliography Citation: 1877-54
Year:1877
Description: Measurements of depths
Statement of Responsibility: Surveyed and Plotted Under the Superintendence of Capt. M.R.
Brown, Corps of Engineers. U.S.A. February 1877, Detroit, Michigan, April 5th 1877. Forwarded
to the Secretary of War with report of this date [signed] C. B. Comstock, Maj. Engrs. Bvt. Brig.
Genl. [signed]
File location: House-45-2-Executive-1-War-Secy-Ann-Rpt-Serial-1794

Oversize Map
58 x 79 em. following page 462

Serial Set ID:

1794 H.exdoc.1_War

Title: Chart of Head of Passes Mississippi River. No.5.
Johnson Bibliography Citation: 1877-54
Year:1877
Description: Measurements of depths
Statement of Responsibility: Surveyed and Plotted Under the Superintendence of Capt. M.R.

Brown, Corps of Engineers. U.S.A. Detroit, Michigan, April 5th 1877. Forwarded to the
Secretary of War with report of this date [signed] C. B. Comstock, Maj. Engrs. Bvt. Brig. Genl.
[signed]
File location: House-45-2-Executive-1-War-Secy-Ann-Rpt-Serial-1794
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The fact that the law making a contract between the United States and .Tames B.
Eads provides that Mr. Eads shall throw no impediments in the way of the free navigation of the South Pass, may make difficult. the enforcement of the regulations through
the courts (I rely on memory as to the contract, having liO copy of the law referred to
with me).
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. R. BROWN,
Captain Engineers, U.S. A • .
The Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR,
Washington, D. C.

Rules regulating the na·vigat·ion of the South Pass of the Mississippi Rivet·.
(CIRCULAR.)
NEW ORLEANS, LA., September 17; 1877 .
.In obedience to the instructions of the honorable Secretary of War, the following
regulations for the navigation of the South Pass of the Mississippi River are hereby
announced as in force from this date. Owners, agents, and masters of vessels, pilots,
and all others concerned wiJl. govern themselves accordingly. Inasmuch as grave interests of all these 'Parties, aud of the community in general, will be conservelj. by ~be
strict observauce of these rules, the active co-operation for their enforcement of all
having the proper authority is expected, and is earnestly requested.
M . .R. BROWN,
Captain Engineers, U. S. A.,
United States Inspecting Engineer for South Pass.
WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington City, September 1, 1877.
Under the authority conferred upon the Secretary of War by the act of Congress approved June 1, 1874, the following regulations relating to the navigation of the South
Pass of the Mississippi River are hereby established:
.
1. Steam-vessels navigating the South Pass are required to reduce their speed to not
exceeding six miles per hour, between a point five hundred yards above the South Pass
light-house and the headquarters buildi [1g; and a similar reduction shall be made iu
other parts of the pass when passing the boats, barges, floating ruattresses, &c., that
are being used in the construction of t.he jetties or the improvement of the channel.
The ~outh Pass is considered as embracing the entire extent of channel between the
upper ends of the works ai the head of the pass and the outer or sea end of the jetties
at the entrance from the Gulf of Mexico.
'
The point referred to ~t five hundred yards above the light-house, between which
and the headquarters building vessels are required_ to reduce their speed, is marked by
a post, painted white, on the western bank of the_pass.
2. All vessels anchoring in the pass (tow-boats without tows excepted), .shall take
position not less than five hundred yards above the light-house and below the island at
the head of the pass; and vessels so anchoring shall put out such extra moorings as
may be necessary t.o prevent their being blown athwart the channel and thus endangering the n:wrgation of the pass, whenever required to do so by the United States
inspecting officer of the works for the improvement of the pass.
3. Th~ attention' of shipmasters and pilots is called to the possible danger to vessels
attempting to pass each other at or near the sea-entrance between the jettteH until the
channel shall have become wider aud ruore permament than at present·. Observance
of this caution will avoid the risk of grounding, to which one or both vessels might
otherwise be liable.
GEORGE W. McCRARY,
Se&retary of Wat·.
P .A'SS CHRISTIAN, MISS., NEAR NEW ORLEANS,
September 24, 1877.
SIR:
•
*
*
*
*
I inclose a chart of a partial survey made on September 21, just after the violent
equinoctial gale bad abated and little remained of the storm but an overcast. sky.
The wind blew at the rate of about 57 miles per hour at one time. The damage to
the j etties was about $1,500 worth.
*
*
*
•
*
*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. R. BROWN,
Captain ?f Engineers, U. S. A.
The Hon. SECRET.ARY OF WAR,
Washington, D. C.
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UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE,
Port Eads, South Pass, La., October 1, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of statement taken from theresults of my latest S'lrvey of the crest of the bar at South Pass and its immediate vicinity; also, of the head of South Pass. The same is also furnished the daily papers
mentioned th.3rein, and also to .James B. Eads, according to your order.
Inclosed, also, is a chart of the survey at the end of jetties.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. R. BROWN,
Captain of Engineers, U. S. A.
Tbe Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR,
Washington, D. C.
UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICii:,
Pm·t Eads, South Pass, La., Septembm· 29, 1877.
Tirnes, Republican, Democrat, Picayune, Democrat, New Orleans, La.:
On t.he 28th day of September there was a 20-foot channel at average :flood-tide
through the bar at South Pass and throughout the pass and between the j etties. Its
least width was 230 feet. A practicable channel of 20.7 feet was found. The interruption to navigation for a vessel drawing 22 feet was 85 feet in length. Wherever
fonnd, that is with the exception of the interruption above noted, the 22-foot channel
waf-! at l east 110 feet wide.
The space lacking a 22-foot channel of the full width of 200 feet was about 1,300
feet in length.
At low tide of September 28 these depths were lessened 1.5 feet, and at high-tide,
0.7 foot.
On September 25 a wide channel of 22.3 feet deep in its shallowest place was found
·at the bead of the pass.
I certify that the above is a correct statement taken from the results of my latest
survey.
M. R. BROWN,
Captain of Engineers, U.S. A.
Official. Furnished by order of the honorable Secretary of War.
UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE,
Port Eads, South Pa.s .~, La., November 9, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of statement taken from theresnJt.s of my latest survey of the crest of the bar at South Pas'!, and its immediate vicinity; also, of the bead of Scmth Pass. The same is also furnished to the daily papers
mentioned therein, and also to James B. Eads, according to your orders.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. R. BROWN,
Captain of Engineers.
Ron. GEORGE W. McCRARY,
Secretary of War.
UNITED .STATES EN"GINEEH OFFICE,
PoRT EADS, SOUTH PAss, LA., November 1, 1877.
New Orleans Times, Republican, Picayune, Democrat, and Price-Cun·ent:
On the 31st day of October there was a 20-foot channel at average flood-tide through
the bar at South Pass and throughout the pass and between the jetties. Its least width
was 210 f~et. A practicable channel of 21 feet was found. The interruption to navigation for a ve!:!sel drawing 22 feet was 4:30 feet in length.
Wherever found, that is, with the exception of the interruption above noted, the
22-foot channel was at least 160 feet wide.
The space lacking a 22-foot channel of the full width of 200 feet is about 850 feet in
length.
At low tide of October 31 these depths were lessened 0.8 foot, and at high tide 0.5
foot.
n Octob r 24 a wide channel of 22.5 feet was found at the beau of South Pass.
I certify tha.t the above is a correct statement taken from the results of my latest
survey.
M. R. BROWN,
Captain of Engineers.
fficial. Furnished by order of the Hon. Secretary of War.
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LEAVENWORTH MILITARY PRISON. .

-

REPORTS
CONCERNING

THE LEAVENWORTH MILITARY PRISON.
UNITED STATES MILITARY PRISON,

Fort Leavenworth, Kans., July 20, 1877.
SrR: I have the honor to inclose herewith reports of the quartermaster,
medical officer, and chaplain connected with . this prison, for the year
ending June 30, 1877.
I also inclose tabular statement of prisoners received, transferred,
&c., and labor performed during the same period.
· Referring to the medical officer's report, great credit is due that officer for the close attention and marked skill with which he has performed
his duties; especially is this so when it is known how embarrassed he
has been for want of suitable hospital-room. It is expected that the
new hospital will be ready for occupancy on August 1, 1877.
In regard to the report of the chaplain, that officer has evinced much
zeal in his vocation, but, like the medical officer, he has been very much
embarrassed for the want of suitable room wherein to impart religious and
secular instruction. It is hoped, however, that during the ensuing year
this embarrassment may be overcome.
On March 1, 1877, I assumed the duties of governor of this prison, per
Special Orders No. 43, Adjutant-General's Office, February .26, 1877, my
predecessor, MajorJ. M. Robertsdn, Third Artillery, being relieved by the
same order. From that time to June 30,I have seldom bad to resort to
severe punishment as a means of discipline, such as confinement in dark
cell. Two escapes occurred during that period, but one was.recaptured,
making a loss of one. (See inclosed tabular statement.)
I beg leave to state that in all my administration of affairs as governor l have bad the substantial aid and encouragement of the department commander in affording every facility within his means.
In compliance with instructions dated War Department, February
17, 1877, the wooden cells were taken out of prison-building No. 1, and
two dormitories substituted.
These rooms· extend the entil'a length of the building, and have that
free circulation of air so necessary to health and so impossible to get
in cells.
The first and second class prisoners are confined in these rooms.
On account of the excessive heat, want of circulation of"air, and vermin, it has been found necessary as a sanitary measure to take two tiers
of cells out of prison-building No.2 and substitute a dormitory for them,
There is still iu this building one tier of cells where seventy-six m~n can
be confined.
In the early part of last April work was commenced on the permanent
prison wall.
It is built of~tone; 5 feet thick at base, tapering to 2~. feet at the top,
and 14 feet high.
With the facility of a narrow ran way (operated by a stationary engine)
from the quarry to the ground this work bas progressed beYond expectation, as two hundred feet of it are now completed.
30 w
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In September last, a kiln of sufficient capacity to burn all the lime
necessary for building and other purposes was constructed.
The additional machinery purchased during the past year for the
blacksmith, carpenter, tailor, and shoe shops, experience has proved to
have been a wise outlay, as it is in constant use, effecting a great saving. . There are many skilled workmen among the prisoners, and those
not skilled shoF an eagerness to learn the use of this machinery.
I can see no difference in their care of machinery, general industry,
and expertness in workmanship, to so many skilled and unskilled citizens. No case of malicious injury to machinery, tools, or material has
come to my notice; nor do I anticipate any.
I take special pride in the success of making ~1\.rmy shoes, began here
as an experiment in May last. By an increase of machinery this work
can be extended to ·any limit without the expe:pse of hiring any more
skilled foremen than those now employed. The capacity of the present.
machinery is one hundred and fifty (150) pairs per day, and with a
slight outlay for more machinery, boots and shoes for the entire Army
can be manufactured here. Without prejudice in their favor, I consider
the shoes made here at least equal to any I have seen for issue to
soldiers.
We have this year under cultivation as a prison-farm about fifty-five
(55) acres of land, thirty (30) being planted with potatoes, five (5) with
corn, and the remainder with onions, cabbages, carrots, tomatoes, &c.
The unusual wet season and qverflow have injured the crops somewhat, but not to any serious extent. ,We hope at least to raise from
2,500 to 3,000 bushels of potatoes.
.
I would respectfully call attention to a matter which my predecessor
brought to the notice of the War Department before, viz,' the disparity
in sentences awarded by courts-martial for similar offenses. This is a
continue! source of complaint and importunity for reduction in sentences.
In conclusion, I take pleasure in calling to the favorable notice of the
War Department the exemplary conduct of the following-named officers,
whose zeal and hearty co-operation have very materially aided me in the
administration of affairs, viz:
First Lieut. G. Lewis, Fifth Infantry, acting assistant quartermaster
and acting commissary of imbsistence.
First Lieut. "'YV. H. H. Crowell, Sixth Infantry, provost marshal.
First Lieut. John J. Clague, Twelfth Infantry, adjutant.
Very respectfully, yo1Jr obedient servant,
A. P. BLUNT,
Brevet Colonel, U. S. A., Governor.
To the ADJUTAN'l'·GENERA.L,
United States Army.
OFI!'ICE ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER MILITARY PRISON,

lt'ort Leavenwo1·th, Kans., July 17, 1877.
In compliance with your communication of May 23, 1877, I have the honor
to submit the follo"'ing report of the operations of the quartermaster's department at
this military prison for the fiscal year ending June 30, 18{7.
GE~ERAL:

PEHSONAL NARRATIVE REPORT.

I b.av been on dnty as quartermaster at this prison (to which I as assigned by
:l~ tal rd rs No .. 9, Headquarter . Department of t~e Missouri, June 4, 1875) from
,u . 1, ~ 76., to Apnl 30, 1 77, on whlCh date I was relieved from duty by First Lieut .
. ii L wts, F1f~b Infantry, u~der S~ecial <?roers No. 81, Headquarters Department of the
.oun Aynl 25, 1 77. Stnce bemg reheveu, I have, as governor of the prison under
11 tmtn •ltate command of Brig. Gen. J. Pope, deparLment commander, supervised all
t

LEAVENWORTH MILITARY PRISON:

1

work carried on, giving special atte.ntion to the manufacturing- departmPnt. From•
July 1, 1876, to February 28, 1S77, I was under the command.of Maj. J; M. Robertson ·
Third Artillery, cqmmanding officer of prison, of which duty I relievetl him on Marc.h1, 1877, under Special Orders No. 43, Headquarters of the Army, Adjutant-General's '
Office, February 26, 1877. I also performed the duties of acting commissary of subsistence from July 1, 1876, to April 30, 1877, on which date I was relieved by. .Lie.ukG.Lewis, Fifth Infantry. I was appointed by Maj. J. M. R?bertson, Third · Artill.e11y~ ·
verbally, t,heorder being confirmed byPrhwn OrderNo. 3,Jannary4, 1877. Lieutenant
Lewis relieved me under Special Orders No. 81, Headquarters Departme.u t .of the lfrissouri, April 25, 1H77.
.
During the year I was absent on duty connected with this prison from January 30,
1877, to February 25, 1877, nuder instructions of the Adjutant-General United States
Army, dated January 26,1877. During this absence I visited the cities of Washington.,
Boston, and Philadelphia, and met and consulted with the prison board.
Was absent on leave of absence granted by Special Orders No. i34, Headquarters Department of the Missouri, June 30, 1876, from July 5 to August 5, 1876.
. · .
. I have no suggestion~:~ to advance in connection with the personnel or administratiOn of the Quartermaster's Department.
CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS.

Under authority of the department commander I have made contracts for work as
follows:
For part erection of a brick hospital at prison, in accordance with plans of circular
No.3, 8urgeon General's Office, Washington, D. C., November 23, 1870. The contract
calls for .completion of outside of the building, two front rooms of building, and the
kitchen, studdin;:: and plastering of first-story balls, laying of flooring, setting of sash
and glass of windows, with two coats of paint on all wood-work. The amount to be
paid for the above work is $8,000. For :work done up to . the end of last June $6,000
was paid. For completion of the hospital the sum of $2,000 will be required, or near·
that amount. Contracts have also been made, under same authority, for remodeling
and rt~eonstrnctiug officers' qnarters at Fort Leavenworth, Kans., at a total cost of
$12,686, wliieh amount is-on hand for the purpose. No payment has yet been made,
the work baviug commenced dnring the middle part of J nne, 1877.
Altemtions orrepairH made at the prison have been small. Building No. 1 has been
remodeled at a cost of $1,000. The change provid~s dormitories for prisoners of the
. first cl_ass. Arrangement for 1be opening of cells in No.2 building, simult.aneonsly for
· each tter of cells, was also provided out of the above-named sum, viz., $1,000, which
wa:s furnished from ''Army contingencie~." All buildings have been kept in good repatr, and new oak steps placed where necessary. A small addition to work-shops has
been made to provide room for the shoe-factory, which has commenced .the work of
Army shoe-making. All the necessary machinery is provided for this' branch of indus- ,
try, which can, I believe, be successfully carried on with interest to the government.
The prison grounds have been graded, and drainage and other sanitary measures
taken to insure the health of troops and prisoners.
I have commenced the erection of a stoue wall, io be carrie raround the prison, and
two hundred feet (lineal) are finished.
·
·
· -.
Carpenters' and tailors' shops have been furnished with new machinery, and are now
well supplied.
Besides prison-work, all that required by the department he-adquarters bas been perfo rmed.
· ·
·
Lumber is purchased for exten~;ion of fenci'ng around prison, and fo~ alter~tion a~d
repair of building No. 2, and general use.
.
From tl.Je appropriation for support of the prison for the past fiscal year, viz, ·
·
$61,68:3.15, disbursements have been made from this office, as follo~s:

~~~~~s!:~c~/ffu~{~~~~~~~-- ~ ~ ~ ~ ·_ ~::: ~: ~::::::: ~ ~~~ ~::: :~: ~: ::·. ~:: :~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~:

Purchase of hay for bedding. _____ ·----- ____ ·--····-··-· ..•. ·-·--···---·
Purchase of lard-oil and wicking . ___ ·----· ·----· ---· ·---·· ·----· ··-· ·--·
Purchase of tools, &c., for carpenters' shop _____ . _.. _... _.. __ ... ___ •. __ ~.
Purchase of material for carpenters' shop __ . ___ .. _... ___ .. _. __ .. ~. __ .. _.•
Purchase of material for shoe-shop--···---··---··-- --··-··---··-·· · ----·
Purchase of tools, &c., for tailors' shop __ ._ . __ • _....• _. ___ . ________ . ___ •. _
Purchase of straw hats for prisoners·-· ··--··- .- ··---····-·---··-·--··--·
Purchase of clothing for discharged prisoners. ___ •...... ____ •. ____ ..• __ ..
Purchase of bats for discharged prisoners .. ~ ·····-·-··---·-·-·· .•.• ---· ..
Donation at 'discharge of prisoners ...•.••• ·--··--·---· ----· ···.--· ·---··
Hire of mechanics .. _. ___ ... ___ . ___ •. _. __ .. _ . __ • _... _. _•. __ • _... _••. ____
Miscellaneous expenditures for machinery, lumber, and other stores ...• _•.•
Total •••.••••••••••••. _••••••• _••••••...•.•••••••.• . _...••. .. __ ..

$17,88:3
5,748
115
. 991
2,026
1,000
68
0

211

92
568
165
1,160
5,002
3,857

79
44
92

87 .

44

00
05
15
62
61
40
00
55
14

38,691 98
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Other disbu1·sements.
Incidental expense:s ...•_•....••...•.•.••.••••.........••..•••.......•.•••
BaFracks and q narttrs ..•••....••...•••...•••..•...••••.•. _••.....••••••
Army transportation ................................................... .
~.rmy contingencies ................................................... .
· Hospitals .. .-............................... ---- ........................ .
Clothing, camp and· gavrison equipage ................. ·................. .

• Grauel total ......................................................

$2,033
367
1,739
1,000
6,000
2,481

33
62
00
00
00
60

52,513 5:3

Reeei1Jis.

By sale of bides, deposited to credit of military prison appropriation ..•••.
By sale of store::~ at auctioo, deposited to credit of Urrited States Treasury.
Balance at close of fi-scal year, deposij;ed to credit of United States Treasury.

610 63
2 5tl

518 25

Respectfully submitted,
A. P. BLUNT,
Captain, A. Q. M., U. S. Army.

Tv tlle QuARTEHMASTER-GENERAL U. S. A.,
Washington, D. C.

UNITED STATES MILITARY PRISON,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas July 15·, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to report tllat during the year ending June 30, 1877, sixteen
hundred and twen.ty-one (1,621) cases of sickness and three deaths are reported on the
monthly reports of sick as having occurred among the prisoners of this prison. 'fwo of
these deaths are from disease and one from gunshot wound received while attempting
to escape. The diseases of greatest prevalence have been acute diarrhrea, intermittent
fever, acute bronchitis, and acute rheumatism, in tlle order named. The character of
disease is generally of adynamic type, clue to cau,ses inseparable from prison life.
Hitherto a suitable place for the care of the Rick of the prison has been a desideratum.
On the first of May last, however, the construction of a hospital was commenced, on
the regulation plan, f.or twenty-four beds, and the work bas been so expeditiously
pu~>becl that there is a promise of its early completion. This will place the medical
department of the prison on a mncb more satisfactory basis than it has hitherto enjoyed. Every facility bas been afforded that the resources of tile prison admit for the
care of invalids by the governor, who at all times evinces a proper consideration for
the sick. ·
The general hygienic condition of the prison is reasonably satisfactory, and bas been
much improved, so f-ar as regards ventilation, by the establishment of dormitories for
the better class of prisoners as a substitute for the close, ill-ventilated cells hitherto in
U&

.

'

be iliet of the prisoners i8 wholesome and carefully inspected.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. P. WRIGHT,
Su1·geon, United States Army.
To the GOVEI:::"OR U. S. MILITARY PRISON,
F01·t Leatemv01·th, Kans.

UNITED STATES MILITARY PRISON,
Fort Lea'Ventcorth, Kans., June 30, 187i.
SIR: I baYe the honor to report that I entered upon my duties as chaplain to this
in titution in the month of September last, and have continued to discharge them to
tb be t of my ability to the present time.
The want of proper facilities for carrying on my work, viz, a suitable chapel, schoolroom, nn<1: s~bool-uook , bas rendered it impracticable to accomplish, either in the matter of re11g1ou or secular in truction, what, under more favorable conditions, rnigbt
r a oon.bly ba~ been auticipated. Yet I feel that my labor bas not been in vain, even
tbougb th frmts be not a apparent as could be desired. A work like this is pre-emin ntJy • w rk of faith, and its r ults are not to be measured by any material standard; The
~l of truth may li long buried before any vi ible fruits are apparent.
r?m th t1me tbat I ~ntered Uf,>On my duties regular services have been held upon
tho ahb tb, both moromg and afternoon. As long as we were permitted to occupy a

LEAVEN\:VORTH MILITARY ·PR'ISON.
room at all suitable, these services were well a-ttended, fully one-fourth of the prisoners
being voluntarily present. Owing to the occupation of our former place of worship
for other purposes, our accommodations are now more limited and unsuitable, ·a nd in
consequence thereof the attendance has dirniqished.
So far as practicable, I aim to make myself acquainted with the prisoners, and by
personal intercourse with them seek to gain their confidence. W·ith very rare ·e xceptions l have found them to be as easily approached and as r·e ady to y·ield to 't h'e .powe'r
of kindness and sympathy as any other class of men. By thus acquain,tirig myself wfth
them individually, I often obtain an opportunity of speaking a word in season, which
may be even more effective for good than my more public ministrations-.
•
The percentage of those who can n~ither read nor write is small, yet of those who
can, a large proportion can do RO only imperfectly. At least one-third of the prisoners
need the advantages of secular instruction; and as Roon as suitable accommoaations
can be provided, it will afford me·pleasure to engage in this branch of my work.
The library is entirely inadequate to the wants of an institution of this kind, numbering, as it does, only 231 volumes. Of this number over one hundred volumes ha:Ve
been added within the last few months, for which we are indebted 'to the pastors of the
Market Square church, Harrisburg, Pa., and the Lafayette Avenue church, Brooklyn,
N.Y. We are also indebted to Mrs. General Sherman for a box of reading matter, consisting 'of magazines and tracts, and to Sidney Smith, esq., of Leavenworth City, for
similar favors. Had we suitable accommodations for a library, I have no hesitation
in saying .that one conimensurate with the wants of the prison coulrl soon be procured
without expense to the p:overnment.
In conclusion, I take pleasure in acknowledging the uniform courtesy I have received
at your hands, and in assuring yon of my readiness t.o carry out your wishes in all that
pertains to the intellectual and moral elevation of the inmates of this institution.
Very respectfully, your obedient-servant,
A. D. MITCHELL, .
Chaplain.

To tbe

GOVERNOR UNITED 8TATES.MILITAHY PRISON.
ADJUTANT · GENEHAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, August 6, 1877.

Official:

E. D. 'TOWNSEND,
Adjtttant-Genel'al.
Annual 1·eport of alterations in p1·isontrs and prison labo1· peiformed at United States
militaTy prison dttTing the yem· ending June ~0, 1877.
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RECAPITULATION.
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~ Total. •••• : ..••••.•• -~- ............ • ••••.•..••..••••.•••••.. .... .......•........ ... ..

Pr~~~~~i~f-~~~1:::::::::: ~: ;:. :::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::: ~. ::::

Died ...................................................................................... .
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3
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6, 741
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6, 634
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7, 386

19, 042
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Average number employed daily throughout the year-307 working days-Mechanics, 55; laborers, 256.
Station: United f'tates Military Prison, Fort' Lea>enworth, Kans.
Date: July 3, 18i7.

A. P .

BLU~T,

Bre11et Colonel U11ited States Army, Govemo·r.
ADJUTA:ST·GEN'ER.A.L'B OFFICE,

Washington, August 6, 1877.
Official

E. D. TOWNSEND,

A. dj•.ttant- General.

..

REPORT OF THE FREEDMEN'S BRANCH OF THE
AD.JUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE.

REPOR'r
OF THE

FREEDMEN'S. BRANCH OF THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE.

W .A.R DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, D. 0., October 1, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the Freedmen's Branch of the Adjutant-General's Office for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.
.
June 30, the di~bursing office at Memphis, Tenn., was closed, the
clerk and janitor discharged, and the books, records, papers, &c., were
transferred to the chief disbursing-office in this city.
The offices now existing, in addition to the chief disbursing-office, are
loca·t ed, respectively, at New Orleans, La., and Louisville, Ky. The
force at present employed consists of three (3) co~missioned officers,
sixteen (16) clerks, and six (6) messengers and janitors.
The reduction in the number of disbursing-offices has necessarily
enlarged the work of payments by postal orders, under the arrangement
between the Secretary of W a_,r and Postmaster-General, referred to in
previous reports. During the past year payments aggregating $34,000.30
were made by this method, an increase of nearly 75 per cent. over the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1876.
The postmasters are furnished, in each case, with such data from the
official records as will enable them to establish the claimant's identity,
and with Rpecial instructions e·n joining the exercise of extreme ·c are in
guarding against fraud or imposition. In some two or three cases only
have erroneous payments been made, and in them the money was
promptl,y recovered and secured to the rightful claimants. This fact
sufficiently attests the efficiency of this method of payments in localities where the payments are few in number, and insufficient to jnstify
the €Xpense of maintaining a disbursing-office.
In my reports for the years 1875 and 1876, reference in detail was made
to certain matters pertaining to the affairs of the late Bureau of Refugees,
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands. My letter to you of :May 15, 1877,copy herewith marked A,-presents the various subjects 11nder distinct
headings and indicates the action deemed necessary to secure final results. A copy of that letter was, under date of July 16, 1877, transmitted by the Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Treasury, with
a letter urging the necessity of prompt and energetic action upon tpe
subjects presented. In reply thereto, the Acting Secretary of the
Treasury informed the Secretary of War, under date of July 17, 1877,
that his letter of July 16, with inclosures, had been referred to the Second Comptroller of the Trea.sury for report, and that upon its receipt
the War Department would be further advised.
The work of arranging and completing the records of the late Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands has been continued.
It is of considerable magnitude, and can be more vigorously prosecuted
as the current work of the office is diminished.
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The injustice to claimants involved in the subject of "complaint
cases" (Ex. JJoc. 179, H. R., Forty-fourth Congr_e ss, first session) entitles that subject to prompt consideration, and I submit that its importance cannot be too urgently pressed upon the attention of Congress, it
having been decided by the Treasury Department that it has no power
to issue new settlements in those cases without further legislation. The
proposed joint resolution (see Ex. Doc. 179) as tram;mitted to the House
of Hepresentatives by the Secretary of War,-copy herewith marked
B,-should be pressed to speedy enactment as a law; thus to end the
hardship to claimants of an unjust deprivation of their dues.
.
The deposit to the credit of the United States of the funds in unpaid
claims wherein seven years have elapsed since settlement, and in which
all practicable effortto discover t he cl aimants has failed, has disposed
of a large number of unpaid claims transferred by the late Bureau of
Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands. The amount of such deposits to this date is $ 178,459.30, and further deposits are ;yet to be
made. ·
·
During the year th ere were received for payment, from the Second
A uditor , on e thousand and two (1,002) claims, and two tlwusand nine
hundred a nd thirty-nine (2,939) claims were finally disposed of.
In the prosecution of the work the desire to bring it to a final close
bas been held steadiiy in view, and all pra.eticable means conducive to
that end have been uniformly employed. I n furtherance of that object,
and in con sideration of the fj!act that the work had reached such a stage
in this office as to reuder its progress dependent, chiefly, upon the
rapidit.v with which the claims were settled by the accounting-officers of the Treasury, a letter, based on the recommendation of this
- office, was, under date of Septeml>er 2, 1876, addressed to the Secretary
of the Treasury by tile Secretary of vVar, urging such measures as
might be necessary to effect an expeditious settlement of all claims
pending adjustment in the office of the Second Auditor.
The following recapitulation covers the amounts received and disbursed on account of pay, bounty, prize-money, &c., during the respective years, from ,July 1, 1872 (when duties of the late bureau were assigned to the Adjutant-General's Office), to June 30, 1877:
Fiscal year ending .June 30-

Received.

Total available
for disbursement.

1872 ....... -- - -- ............ ------ ......... . *$726,842 11
1873 .............. _............... _. . _..... .
426, 634 o9 ..
1874 ...................... ·----- ............
523,294 34
1, 252,542 26
1875 ... ... ... .. . . .... .. . . ... ................
4119, 522 43
1, 057,550 86
1876 . .... -- - .... . ...... . .......... -- ..... -. .
222, 226 18
753, 402 98
\877............ . ........ . .......... . ...... .
164,774 97
627, 500 37

Disbursed.

i i; i53; 476 ·2o · ..$424; 228 ·28·
6(!4, 51.3
526, 374
290, 677
362, 568

83
06
58
26

Remaining on
hand July 1.
$726, 842
729,247
588,028
531, 176
462, 725
264, 932

11
92
43
eo
40
11

TotaL ............................... 2,533,29412 . .............. 2, 268, 362 01 . ... . ....... ..
1
"Received fr om chief disbursing-cfficer :Bureau of Refugees, F r eedmen, and A bandoned Lands, June

30,1872.

.

The foregoing table at a glance shows the prog ress made in closing
the fin ancial work. The amou nt, $264,933.11, on hand July 1, 1877, is
made up a· follow :
ettled clairo8 (involving no labor further than to discover and identify
cla.imantH) in bands ofloca.l officers .. __ . _______________ . _________ _. .
Clair:n pr par cl 11.nd under preparation to be sent from chief dislmrsingofbc toloca.lofiic ·s ------ - ·-----------·-- - --- -- --------- · --------To al .. ......................... ....... . ........ .... ... . . . .. . . ............ . . . . .... ..... . ..

$129, 906 40
135,025 il
264,932 11

======
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Claims for preparation and payment by chief disbursing-office July 1,
1872 ---- --- - ---- . ----- . - - --- -----. ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---Claims for preparation a.nd payment by chief disbursing-office July 1,
1877 ------ ------ ---- ------ . - .. --. --.- . ----- ---- • -•••• -- • ----. ---.-.

$726, 842 11 ,
135, 025 71

Reduction....................................................
591,816 40
Otb,er claims received during the years ending June 30, 11:!7:3, '74, '75, 76,
.
and '77...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . • . • . . . • . . 1, 806, 452 01
Total of prepared claims ... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2, 398, 268 41
129,906 40

Tottll of claims di:;bursetl. .....................................

2,268, 362 01
591,816 40
1, 676. 545 ol

Consequently, O\er and abo,·e reducing the aggregate amount of the
claims reeeived from tbe late bureau to the extent of $591,816.40, this
office has paid other claims aggregating $1,676,545.61.
The financial operations during the :fiscal year ending June 30, 1877,
are presented in detail in the subjoined report of the chief disbursingofficer, to which a.tt('ntion is invited.
1\f~j. Jazues l\fcl\1il1an, Second Artillery, who, as captain, had served
as cl.lief disbursing-officer from the date the duties of the late bureau
were transferred to this office, was promoted to be major, July 2, 1877,
and, July 25, closed the important duties-covering a responsibility for
$~,5:33,294.12-be had so efficic11tly and faithfully performed for the
period of five yeano~.
l am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient sen~ant,
THOl\fAS ~f. VINCENT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL of the Army.
Appron'd au1l respectfully submitted to the Secretary of war.

E. D. TO\VNSEND,
Adjutant- General.

A.

.

.

vYAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL's OI•'FICE,

Washington, May 15, H377.
Sm: Referring to the efforts of this office to close the bu&iness of the late Bureau of
Refugees, Freedmen a.ud Abandoned Laud~, at the earliest practicable da,te, I beg to
refer to the summary ot certain matters as ernbmced in the annual reports for 1875 and
1876, copies herewith.
·
The duty of closing the business referred to cannot be concluded until final results as
to the specified m~ttters shall bave been reached; and, as the placing before Congress of
the "Complaint Cases" (Ex. Doc. 179, H. R. Forty-fourth Congress, first session) and
the" Rost Home Colony" case (developed by the commissioners of the Freedmen's
Savings and Trust Company) w ill, in all probability, lead to investigations, the War
and Treasury Departments should be in position to show full efforts looking to the
protection of the public interest.
The War Department, in its- administrative capacity, has developed and pointed to
the frau(ls and aunses; for the present it cannot do more. It remains for the Treasury
Department to bring the respective subjects or matters to final results, and to communicat~ them to the War Department.
·
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The final action that should be had will more clearly appear from the following condensation:
Heading.

Subject or matter.

' 1

Complaint Cases, $64,000 and
upward.

2

Defalcations, $9,176.53 ... _. _.

3

Embezzlement of $36,519.50 ...

4

Interest upward of $32,000 ..•.

5

Balance deficits ranging from
$9,000 to $t500,000.

6

Irregular fund, $131,431.39 ....

7

"Rost
Home
$80,000.

8

Supplies loaned to planters,
$340,000.

9

Public funds drawn from the
Treasury to cover an em·
bezzlement, $6,533.35.

Colony,"

Action necessary to secure final results.

In the cases finally determined, and in those
where the records show the money now in
the hands of late chief disbursing-officer, the
accounting-officers should b,e instructed to
immediately raise charges and institute legal
proceedings to recover the amounts involved.
The subjects should be closely pressed, to the
end that the funds may lle placed with this
office, so that claimants may lle paid.
Immediate action should lle bad to recover the
amount, and place it to the. credit of the
proper appropriation.
The Solicitor of the Treasury, to whom subject
was referred November 13, 1874, should be
instructed to proceed ene:r;getically.
These deficits, or large sums of money (in l<,ebrnary, 1870, $800,000; in other months,
$706,78:3.82, $687,400 .97, $658,334.62, and many
other large amounts, respectively, in excess
of $500,000), which it is inferred were used
for some four years for private purposes, are
attested by the records of the Second Comptroller and Treasurer of the United States.
(See, in print, Exhibit X(\ pages 265 to 279,
Howard Court of Inquiry.) The subject
should, without further delay, be 1 horougllly
ventilated.
The suit commenced, approaching two years
ago, should be pressed to a terminatiorJ.
The a<'ljustment of accounts. which the Second
Comptroller was, in October, 1875, directed
to make, should be hastened.
Immediate action should be bad to recover the
$141,458.13 embezzled, and pl~ce it to the
credit of the proper appropriation. The remainder should, if practicable, lle recovered
to the Treasnry. To this end the War Department to 'turn over to the Treasury such
records as are now with the former.
The thorough exam ination which the Second
Comptroller was, in October, 1i-175, directed
to make should be hastened. This subject
now appears connected with that of retained
fe es, amounting to some $10,000, involving
the destruction of tho record, by late Disbursing-Officer Balloch's order.

I am, sir, very r e pectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS M. VINCENT,
Assistant Adjntant-General.
The ADJl.JT,\~'T-GE~ER.U- of the ..dnny
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B.
A RESOLUTION authorizing the settlement of the claJms· for pay, bounty, prize-)Doney, or other
moneys due to colored soldiers, s~ilors, q_r ruariJ;!.es, or th!li.r legal rep_resentatives, in certain cases.

Resolved by the Senate and House of R(,pl'esentatives of the United States of Ame-rica in
Congress assembled, That the proper accounting-officers of the. Treasury be, and they
are hereby, authorized and directed to settle the claims for pay, bounty, prize-money,
or other moneys due to colored soldiers, sailors, or marines, or · their legal representatives in cases in which, upon proper investigation by the War Department, it shall be
established that they have failed to receive payment upon settlements heretofore
made, and in which vouchers purporting to represent actual payment have been filed
with the accounting-officers of the Treasury by the disbnrs,ing-officers of the late
Bn,reau of Refugees, Freedmen and Al>andoned Lands.
·
SEc. 2. That the investigations for the purpose of determining the facts as to the
non-receipt by any claimant of the money purporting, l>y vouchers filed with the
accounting-officers of the Treasury, to have been paid to him or her, shall be made
under the direction of the Secretary of ·war, and in each and every case in which the
investigation shall pwve to his satisfaction that the claimant or claimants have not
in fact received payment of their claims, he shall so report to th e accounting-officers
of the Treasury, who will thereupon settle the claim or claims t,o which such report by
the Secretary of War shall pertain.
SEc. 3. That said settlements sllall be made in aecordance with existing l~ws governing the original settlement of such claims, and shall be cP.argeable against the s<J,me
appropriations as were the original settlements.
SEc. 4. That nothing herein contained shall be construed as relieving .the Commissioner of the late Buneau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, or the officers
or agents acting under him, of any responsibility or accountabUity which, under existing laws or regulations, attaches to him. or them ip connection with any claim or claims
to which this law has reference.
SEc. 5. Such expenses s may l>e necessitated by the investigations hereinbefore
provided for, shall be defrayed by the Secretary of War from the appropriation for the
"·collection and payment of bounties, &c," for fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.

.

.

vVAR DEPARTMENT, .ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
CHIEF DISBURSING· OFFICE, FREEDMEN'S BRANCH,

Washington, D. C., September 29, 1877.
MAJOR: I have the honor to submit herewith tabular exhibits of the
financial operations of the disbursing-office of the freedmen's, branch of
the Adjutant-General's Office, in the payment of pay, bounty, prize-money·,
and other moneys due to colored soldiers, sailors, &c., under joint resolution of ·Congress of March 29, 1867, for the :fiscal year ending with
June 30, 1877.
The amount appropriated by Colilgr~ss to defray the expenses attending the payment .of bounties, &c., for the :fiscal year ending June 30,
1877, was $56,235.04, of which there were expended during the year
$36,880.08, leaving an unexpended balance of $19,354.96,
· I am, sir, Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. G. HUNTT,.
Major First Cavalry, Chief Disbursing-Officer.
Maj. TiiOlYLAS l\f. VINCENT,
Assistctnt .~tdjutant- General.
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Absttact of 1·eceipts and disbu1·sements fo1' the fiscal yem· ending June 30, 1877.
Pay, bount.y, &c., due colored soldiers, or their heirs.
Amount disbursed.

E;

s

A-

~~
.::l p:,
.s~~
i~g
M'...-t

·g~

Date.

_!>;
~!::.
;:l<:e::l

;::l"::l

~8~

Total.

03

~w.;

oo.s g

cb --.a
~-~

t:z:l.$H

c.S~~

-.. . --. .--. $395' 62' ···$9;956.6o
·-$5; 9oi ·5i · ··$j; 2:io ·66 · - -- -$!28
81

Balance July 1, 1876 ...•..... $453, 471 58
July, 1876 .......•........... 17,89148
August.1876 .....• ..........
2, il91 04
September, 1876............. 18, 333 06
October, 1876................
6, 638 78
November, 1876 .. . . .. . . .. . . .
3, 045 83
December, 1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,220 79
January, 1877. ... . .• . . . . . . •. 18,271 53
February, 1877 . . . • . . . • . . . • • . 12, 495 59
March,l877.................. 12, 527 44
A nril, 1877 • . . . • • . • • • . • . • . • • . 20, 851 84
:nray, 1877 ... __ .. __ ... __ .. __ . 16, 754 96
June, 1877 ..... :. . .. . .. • • • • . 13, 614 90

~

40, 982
5 453
52:412
1, 685
8, 818
58, ~59
8, 923
9, 670
12, 429
6, 884
21, 718

Total . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . .
On hand July 1, 1877 ........ ............
Grand total ..•........ 613, 008 91

33 . -- ...... --06 -. -- ... -- -- .
49 ........... .
85
9, 480 74
o3
11 , 4se 82
34
4, 723 54
24 . 13, 411 96
48
3, 122 51
!l1
4, 357 36
94
14, 407 83
85
6, ti08 4fi

·----------.....................

.....................

J, 200
5, 341
857
4, 221
3, 797
3, 947
2, 315
4, 550

602
3, 286
116
1, 919
4, 108
2, 510
579
3, 718
5, 0~8

04

82
62
76
28
26
86
16

2, 620 29

25
93
06
24
97
01
63
58
17

43,602
5, 453
53,014
15,654
25,765
66,359
30, 665
19, 100
21, :n4
27,327
37,905

62
06
74
46
63
74
03
28'
16
21
64

2:~3.

740 93
1, 471 85

70, 831 88
117,928 05

26, 661 51
125,717 09

24, 885 75
11,771 85

356, 120 07
256,888 84

235,212 78

188, 759 93

152,378 60

36, 657 60

613, 008 91

Abst1·act of 1·eceipts and disbursements for the fisca yea1· encling June 30, 1R77-Continued.
Pay, bounty, prize-money, &c., due colored sailors and marines, or their h eirs.
Amount disbursed .
Date.
A.monnt received ..
T otal.

BalancAJuly 1, 1876 .................... .

82,802 32

~~~~~:!~~~-i7:~ ~ :: ~ ~::: ::::::::::::: ~:::

October , 1876 ........................... .
Tovember, 1876 ....................... ..
December, 1876 .......... _.............. .

~~b~~~~/%~:i~~: ~~~:::~::~~ :~:: ::::::::

March,

1

177 ............................ .
7

t~~i 7~ . ::::::::::::: _.:::: .-.-: _. _. .- _.: ~:::

June, 1 77 ....... ....................... .

Gran!l total . .• : .•.....•.• ..........

990
223
639
300

99
73
67
00

588
400
48
534
106
1, 025
3:.!4

50

$30 00
t!67 00
300 0~
560 00

3!)

2~JO 00
57"1 00
682 17
125 00

98
01
45
42

53 39
203 44
637 92
95 24 . .. . ....... . ·--·--- --- ~ 860 43
226 38 . .......... .

00

$670 99
213 73

830
8fl7
300
560
960

00

1~5

00

00'

00
00
99
577 00
895 90

256 3
637 92
95 24
1, Oi'6 81

-13,- -5,- -1,- -7,- -13,98446
-984 46
07 15
314 54
591 77

•
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Abstract of receipts anddisbn1·sements for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877-Continued.
Commutation of rations due colored soldiers.
Amount disburse •.

Date.
Amount re
ceived.
Total.

BalanctJ .July 1, 1876 ............ ... . . . . . . • . . . ... .. ... .
July, 1876...... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$451 50 .••......••..••..••.••..............
55 50 ................................... .

7

te~)~~~b~:. ~876:::::::::·::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::·. :::::::::::: ::::::::::::

October, 1876 .. ............................................................. . ............ . .......... .
November, 1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... .
December, 1876 .................•...................................................... .. .... ........
,January, 1877 ........................... ·--~-- ...••. ....... . ....................................... .
February, 1877. .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . .
$55 50 . • • • . . . • • • . .
$55 5(}··
March, 1877 ......................................................................................... .
A. pril, 1877 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ .
May, 1877. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................•......... . .... , .... . ........ .
June, 1877 ........... . ........ .. •...... . .........•............... . ........ .. ......... . . .. ... . ... . ... .
Total .......................................•..............
On hand July 1, 1877 ..•............ : ............................ .
Grand total ..•......••...................•....

55 50 .......... ..

507 00

55 50 ·

245 00

$206 50

. 451 50 ·

300 50

206 50

507 00

RECAPITULATION.
On what account.

Received.

Disbursed.

Pay, bounty, &c. , due colored soldiers ........................................ $61::!, 008 91
Pay, bounty, prize-money, &c, due colored sailors ... • . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ·13, 984 46
Commutation of rations due colored soldiers...................................
507 00

$356, 120 07'
6 392 69

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
On hand July 1, 1877 ... . .• . . .. . .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .... .. .... .. .. . . .. . . . . .... . . .. .. . .

362, 568 26
264, 932 11

Grand total . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 627, 500 37

' 55 50

627, 500 37

REMARKS. - Two thousand nine hundred and thirty-nine claims were finally disposed of during the
fiscal .reai' ending June 30, 1877.
The amounts In the hands of the local disbursing-officers, aggregating $129,906.40, represent settled
claims which have been adjusted at the chief disbursing office in this city for pa_yment to the claimants,
and sent to the local officerS fur that purpose. The payment. of these claims involves no labor further
than that of discovering t he claimants and identifying them when they present themselves.

I hereby certify t hat the above is correct.

DJ.~BURSI~G-0FFICE, FREEDME~'s

CHIEF
ADJUT.L'i'l'·GEXEF:AL'S OFFICE,

BRANCI;,
W ASUIXGTvN, D.

G. G. HUNTT.
Major First Oavalry, Ohiej Disbw·s'ing-Ojficer.

Q., September

~9,

1877.

•

3.-REPORT OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL TERRY.
[This report was not received' in time to be printed in its proper numerical order on pag~
68 of this volume.-PRINTER.]
HEADQlJ.A.RTERS DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA.,

Saint Paul, Minn., November 12, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the military
operations which !lave taken place in this department during the past
year.
My last annual report was made on the 21st day of November, 1876;
at that date the force in the department consisted of the following
troops:
Four companies of the Second Uavalry.
The Seventh Regiment of Cavalry.
The First Regiment of Infantry.
The Fifth Regiment of Infantry.
The Sixth Regiment of Infantry.
The Seventh Regiment of Infantry.
The Eleventh Regiment of Infantry.
· The Seventeenth Regiment of Infantry.
Tue Twentieth Regiment of Infantry.
Companies E, F, G, H, I, and K of the Twenty.second Infantry.
This force was distributed as follows: ·
At Fort Snelli~g, Minn., the regimental headquarters and Compan(Y··
C of the Twentieth Infantry.
At Fort Ripley, Minn., Companies B and G of the Twentieth llll
fan try.
At .Fort Abercrombie, Dak., Company F of the Seventh Cavalry
anrl Company A of the Seventeenth Infantry.
At Fort Sisseton (formerly Fort Wadsworth), Dak., Companies B an.d
C of the Seventeenth Infantry.
At Fort Totten, Dak., Company C of the Seventh Cavalry and Company K of the Twentieth Infantry.
At Fort Pembina, Dak., Companies D and F of the Twentieth. In~
fautry.
At Fort Seward, Dak., Company A of the Twentieth Infantry.
At Fort Buford, Dak., the regimental headquarters and Companies.
C, D, E, F, G, and I of the Sixth Infantry.
At Fort A braham Lincoln, Dak., the regimental headquarters and
Companies B, E, G, I, K, anrl L of the Seventh Cavalry; Company B
of the Sixth Infantry, and Companies D and G of the Seventeenth Infantry.
At Fort Rice, Dak., Companies A, D, H, and M of the Seventh Cavalry.
At Fort Stevenson, Dak., Companies Hand K of the Sixth Infantry.
At Standing Rock agency, Dak., Companies G and K of the First
Infantry; Company A of the Sixth Infantry; Companies A, B, and H
of the Eleventh Iufantry; the regimental headquarters and Companies
E and F of the Seventeenth Infantry, and Company H of the Twentieth Infantry.
At Camp Hancock, Dak. 7 Company H of the Seventeenth Infantry.
31 w
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At Fort Randall, Dak., the regimental headquarters and Companies
C, E, and I of the First Infantry.
At Fort Sully, Dak., Companies B, D, F, and H of the First Infantry
and Companies E and I of the Twentieth Infantry.
.At Cheyenne Agency, Dale, the regimental headquarters and Companies C, D, E, F, G, I, and K of the Eleventh Infantry, and Companies I and K of the Seventeenth I11fantry. ·
.At Fort Shaw, Mont., the regimental headquarters and Companies
.A, B, G, B, I, and K of the Seventh Infantry.
At Fort Ellis, Mont., Companies F, G, H, and L of the Second Cavalry and Company 0 of the Seventh Infantry.
At Fort Benton, Mont., Company F of the Seventh Infantry.
At Camp Baker, Mont., Companies D and E of the Seventh Infantry.
At the cantonment on Tongne River (now Fort Keog-h), Mont., and
the subordinate post at Glendive Creek, the Fifth Regiment of Infantry
and Companies E, F, G, H, I, and K of tue Twenty-Second Infantry.
This force bas been increased by the transfer from the Department of
Texas of the headquarters and band of the Eleventh Infantr.r, which
arrived in this department December 5, 1876; by the transfer from the
Department of the Platte of the regimental headquarters and eight
companies of the Second Cavalry. in St>ptember and October, 1877; by
the transfer from the Military Division of the Atlantic of tbe Third
!Regiment of Infantry in October, 1877; by the transfer from the Delp artment of the Platte of four companies of the Third Cavalry, which
are now en route, escorting the Spotted Tail and . Red Cloud bands of
Indians from their old agencies in Nebraska to their new agencies on
'the Missouri Hiver.
The following is the present assignment of the troops for winter stations:
At Fort Snelling, Minn., the regimental hearlquarters and Companies
B and G of the Twentieth Infantry.
At :Fort Sisseton, Dak., Companies A and E of the Twentieth Inlfantry.
•
At Fort Totten, Dak., Companies C and E of the Seventh Cavalry
:and Companies C, H, and K of the Twentieth Infantry.
At Fort Pembina, Dak., Companies D, F, and I of the Twentieth Infantry.
At Fort Buford, Dak., the regimental headquarters and Companies
C, D, E, F, G, and I of the Sixth Infantry; one company of this gnrrison (D) is detached at Fort Peck, a temporary subpost of :Fort Buford.
At Spotted Tail agency, Dak., Companies H and M of the Third
Cavalr.v .
.At Fort Randall, Dak., the regimental headquarters and Companies
A, C, E. anrl I of the First Infantry.
At Red Cloud agency, Dak., Companies E and L of the Third Cavalry.
At lfort Sully, Dak., Companies B, G, H, and K of the First Infantry.
At Cheyenne agency, Dak., the regimental headquarters, and Companie A, D, E, G, I, and K of the Eleventh Infantry.
At tanuing Hock agency, Dak., the regimental headquarters and
Companie A, B, C, E, F, I, and K of the Seventeenth Infantry, and
C mp ny B of the Seventh Cavalry.
t
rt lice, ak., Companies D, H, and. K of the Seventh Cavalry
and C mpan
of the ixth Infantry.
t
ort Abraham Lincoln, Dak, the regimental headquarters and
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Companies A, E, G, I, L, and l\I of the Seventh Cavalry, Company B
of the Sixth Infantry, and Companies D and G of the Seventeenth Infantry.
At Fort Stevenson, Dak., Companies Hand K of the Sixth Infantry.
At Fort Keogh, Mont., the :Fifth Regiment of Infantry and Companies A, B, E, and I of the Second Cavalry.·
At Fort Ouster, Mont., the regimental headquarters and Companies
C, D, K, and l\1 of the Second Cavalry, and Companies B, C, F, and H
·
of the Eleventh Infantry.
At Fort Shaw, Mont., tl'ie regimental headquarters and Companies A,
B, C, H, I, and K of the Seventh Infantry.
At Fort Ellis, Mont., Companies F, G, H, and L of the Second Cavalr.v and Company G of the Seventh Infantry.
At Helena Barracks, :Mont., the regimental headquarters and Com·
panies A, C, E, F, and K of the Third Infan.try.
At Fort Missoula, Mont., Companies B, D, H, and I of the Third Infantry.
At Camp Baker, Mont., Company G of the Third Infantry and Companies D and E of the Seventh Infantry.
At Fort Benton, Mont., Company F of the Seventh Infantry.
The changes of station and new assignments from which this distribution bas resulted are shown by the following-described movements of
troops already made and those in contemplation, irrespective of the
movement::; of the troops engaged in campaigns against the hostile
Sioux and Nez Perces, and of the mo\-ements from the department of
the troops transferred therefrom.
In March, 1R77, Company G, Seventh Infantry, was transferred from
Fort Shaw to Fort Ellis, for temporary (luty; in July, 1877, from Fort
Ellis to Fort Missoula, for similar service, and is now under orders to
return to 11..,ort Ellis, and there to take post as part of the regular garrison.
In April, 1877, Company H, Seventeenth Infantry, was transferred
from Camp Hancock to Fort Rice, and is now under orders to proceed
and take post. at Standing Rock agency.
In April, 1877, Companies E and I, Twentieth (nfantry, were transferred
from Lower Brule agency to Cheyenne agency; in Jul,y, 1877, from
Cheyenne agency to Fort Sully; and in September, 1877, from Fort
Sully to Fort Sisseton and Pembina respectively.
- In April, 1877, Companies I an<l K, Seventeenth Infantry, were transferred from Cheyenne agency to Standing Hock agenc,y.
In April,1877, Company H, Sixth Infantry, was transferred from Fort
Stevenson to Fort Buford, and in the present month has been transferred
back to ~"'ort Stevenson.
In 1\'Iay, 1877, Company B, Twentieth Infantry, was transferred from
Fort Ripley to Fort Snelling.
·
In May, 1877, Company 0, Twentieth Infantry, was transferred from
Fort Snelling to Fort Rice, and in September from .Fort Hice to Fort
Totten.
In May, 1877, Company B, Seventeenth Infantry, was transferred from
Fort Sisseton to Fort.Abraham Lincoln, anc.l is now under orders to proceed and take station at Standing Rock agency.
In June, 1877, Oompanies A aud I, Seventh Infantry, were transferred
from :F ort Shaw to establish the post of Fort Missoula, Mont.; Company I was assigned to the post as regular garrison, and Company A for
temporary duty. These companies are now under orders to return and
take stations at Fort Shaw.
In July, 1877, Companies A, B, and H, Eleventh Infantry, from Stand·
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ing Rock agency, and companies C, F, and G, Eleventh Infantry, from
Cheyenne agency, arrived at the mouth of the Little Big Horn River,
in Montana, and proceeded to establir.h the new post at that point.
Companies B, C, F, and R were assigned to the post as regular garrison,
and (J ompanies A and G for temporary duty. Company G is now en
1·oute to resume station at Cheyenne agency, and Company A is under
orders to proce~d to the same point and there take station.
In July, 1877, Company G, '.rwentieth Infantry, was transferred from
Fort Ripley to Fort Snelling.
In August, 1877, Company D, Seventh Infantry, on detached service
in the field, was assigned to temporary duty at Fort Missoula, and is
now under orders to return and resume station at Camp Baker.
In September, 1877, Company A, Sixth Infantry, was transferred from
Standing Rock agency to Fort Hice; Company A, Twentieth Infantry,
.from Fort Seward to Fort Sisseton; and Company H, Twentieth Infantry, from Standing Rock agency to Fort Totten.
In September, 1877, the regimental headquarters and Companies D
and K, Second Cavalry, arrived arid took station at Fort Custer.
In October, 1877, Companies 0 and M, .Second Cavalry, arrived and
-took station at Fort Ouster; and Companies A, B, E, and I, same regiment, arrived and took station at Fort Keogh.
On the 7th of the present month, the regimental headquarters and
Companies A, E, C, I!', and K; of the Thir(l Regiment of lnfantry, arrived at Helena, Mont., and there took station. On the same date, Company G of the regiment arrived at Camp Baker, and there took post,
and the remaining Companies of the regiment (B, D, H, and I) are now
en route to take station at :Fort Missoula.
Fort Shaw~ Helena Barracks, Forts Ellis and Missoula, Camp Baker
and Fort Benton, constitute the district of Montana, with headquarters
at li'ort Shaw.
Forts Keogh and Ouster and the temporary subposts of Fort Peck
constitute tile district of the Yellowstone, with headquarters at Fort
Keogh.
Forts Abraham Lincoln, Rice. and Stevenson, and Standing Rock
agency constitute the middle district, with headquarters at F9rt A bra·
ham Lincoln (at present temporarily at Standing Rock agency).
Forts Randall and Sully, and Lower Brule, Cheyenne, Spotted Tail,
and Red Cloud agencies constitute the southern district, with headquarters at Cheyenne agency.
Forts Snelling, Sisseton, Totten, Pembina, and Buford are independent posts, reporting directly to Department headquarters.
The following tables show the strength of the several garrisons at the
date of tile last returns received at tilese headquarters:
DI S TRICT OF MONTANA.

l::i

s

Posts.

'tl

~

:i

~

-a~

0

Fort haw .. ..••.•.•••.•••••.••••• .• ••••.•••••.•••••...•••... . •••••••••••.•.•.• •• •••••••••.

···-·······---········· ······················· ···········----·················

21
16
3

En route (Third Infantry) from the Division of the Atlantic .•.•••..• . ••••••.••••.•••.•••.•••.

3
35

~~~ ~:~:;~i~· ·············································································

~~~~ B~~~r. :: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::~: ::::::::::::::::::::::::
'lotal .•••••.••.•••••••.•••••••.••••••••••.•••••.••••••••••••.••••.•••••.••.•••••••••.

(j

174
357
34
46
29
339

--979
84
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..

i::l

~

Q>

s

Posts.

-~

Q>

<:)

!S

0

0

~

'd

"'....

s::l

:a"'

--a

r;il
....s::l
--- --

Port Keogh ....................................................................... .
Fort Custer • . • .. .. • • .. . • .. .. . . . • • • . .. • . . . • .. . • • . . . • • . • . . .. ...................... .
Temporary sub post at Fort Peck, one company, accounted for at Fort Buford,

49
33

6:J9
446

9
16

Total. .............. ·........................................................ .

82

1, 085

25

MrDDI,E DISTRICT.

d

"'
-;::;

Q>

s
Posts.

:a"'

- --

--

41
19
4
33

630
385
37
324

ll

97

' 1, 376

24

~
0

Fort Abraham Lincoln ................... --~--- ................................... ..
Fort Rice ......................................................................... .
l!'ort Stevenson .................................................................. ·•·
Staading Rock agency .................................................·•••••.••• ·••..
Total ...................................................................... .

~

l--a

....
Q>

r;il

s::l

~

1-4

2
3
8

SOUTHERN DISTRICT.
,.;
-;::;

s:l
Q>

s

Posts.

"'....
~
Q>

0

Fort Randall ..................................................................... .

~=: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

16
14
3
20

Total ........................................................................ ..

53

~~~eJ1?u~:e~~~~~~:

:::::::::::::
Spotted Tail agency. (Detachment accounted for at Fort Randall) ................. ..
Red Cloud agency, (Detachment ac~ounted for at Cheyenne agency) .•••••..•••••.••.

~

'd

t;

:a

r;il

s::l

OS

;,:;

.:l

- - -125
147
38
203

3
25

--513
28

INDEPENDENT POSTS.

Posts.

sd

"'~
~

0

'd

Q>

~

:ar.:1

..;
~
0
;;l
~

:a"'
0
H

-- --

Fort Snelling ... .................................................................... .
Fort Sidseton ....................................................................... .
Port Tot.ten ............ ........................................................... ..
Fort Pembina ...................................................................... .
Fort Buford ....................................................................... .
Company F, Seventh Cavalry, in the field, not borne on po~t·~ returns ................. .

12
6
13
10
30
3

69
57
170
87
218
84

Total ......................................................................... .

74

705

3
6
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GRAND TOTAL.

ci
8
Q)

Districts, independent posts, &c.

"'....
~
Q)

0

District of Montana .•••.••.•••••••••••••..••.••••••.•••••.••.••••.••.•••.••••••.••.
Dist· ict of the Yellowstone ....................................................... .
Middle di~trict .................................................................. ..
Southt>rn di~trict ................................................................... .
Independent po~ts ...••.••••.••.•••• ·............................................... .
Grand total..................................................................

84
82
97

53
74

~
"a
r"l

~
::I

~
>'l

;a"'

.s

---979
1, 085
1, 3711
513

705

... ....
~.

25
24
28
9

- --390- -4, 658
86

In pur~uance of instructions from the honorable Secretary of War,
Forts Ripley, Abercrombie, and Seward have been abandoned. Fort
Hipley was discontinued on the 11th of July, Abercrombie on the 23d
of October, and Seward on the 30th of September, 18'17.
' THE SOUTHERN DISTRIC'I'.

The movements of troops in the southern district, other than those
already mentionetl, have been few in number and of comparatively little
importance. Early in April, in obedience to orders from the LieuteuantGeneral, one company of the First Infantr.v from Fort .Randall was d~
tailed to escort the Ponca Indians, then about to be removed from tbe1r
old reservation on the Missouri River to the Indian Territory. This
company proceeded as far as Columbus, in Nebraska, and thence returned
to its post.
In July, during the riots at Chicago, two companies of the same regiment, in pursuance of orders from the headquarters of the military
division of the Missouri, were sent to that place. They returned to tlleir
station in August.
.
.
·
In April two companies of the First Infantry from Fort Sully and two
companies of the same regimeut from Standing Rock were united as a
battalion and seut, under the command of Maj. H. l\1. Lazelle, First Infantry, to the district of the Yellowstone for duty in tlle field. These
companies are now under orders to return to the district.
Appended hereto are the reports of Col. vV. H. Wood, Eleventh Infantry, the commanding officer of the district, and the reports of the
commanders of the posts which it comprises.
THE MIDDLE DISTRICT.

From this district all the. mounted force-eleven companies of the
Seventh Uavalry-was detached early in April, and sent to the district
of the Yello'\\stone. In August the remaining company of the same
regiment was detached from the garri on of Fort Totten and brought
into the di trict. Since that time it has been kept constantly employed
in patrolling and guarding the stage-route from Bismarck to Deadwood
in the Black Bill', From Standing Rock numerous mall parties bave
f.!'<;>m time to time been ent out to patrol the country within 80 or 100
m1l _R of th po t for the purpo e of capturing concealed her<ls of Indian
P m and
taining information. Tbi duty ha been well and zeal1. 1_. P tform d.
Th unu nal quiet which ha prevailed in this di trict
urmg t
· ar, there ult of tbe operation iu tbe field during the pre·
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ceding summer, of the activity displayefl during last winter by Colonel
Miles-and his force in the district of the Yellowstone, and of the measures
taken last autumn at St.anding Rock and Cheyenne agency, leaves very
little to be said here in regard to its affairs.
I append the report of Lieutenant-Colonel Carlin, Seventeenth Infantry, who commands the district, and the reports of the post commanders
serving under him. I refer to them for more minute details.
DISTRICT OF THE YELLOWSTONE.

In this district the greatest activity has been displayed hy the troops
and by their commander, Col. N. A. Miles, of the Fiftll Infantry.
The great extent of country within the reach of operations from Fort
Keogh bas been patrolled in every direction and at all seasons of the
year, winter as well as summer, and no rest bas been given to the lwstile bands which infested it. Besides affairs of Jesser note, three important actions have been fought and results of the greatest value have
been obtained. For a proper un<lerstauding of Colonel Miles's operations and the difficulties witll which he contended, it is necessary to
revert to some matters mentioned in my last annual report.
Dnring the campaign of 1876 it became evident that to contend successfully with the hostile Sioux it was necessary to obtain a firm foothold on the Yellowstone River, to establish posts which would serve as
bases of supply for troops operati11g in the field and from which the
winter camps of the Indians could be reached. The construction of
these posts had long before been recommended by the Lieutenant-General, but it was not until their necessity had been demonstrated by
events that appropriations were made for them.
On tl.Je 28th of A ugu~t I received from the Lieutenant-General instructions to establish a cantonment at the mouth of 'l'ongue River, and to
station there tile Fiftll Infantry, under Colonel Miles, and six companies
of the Twenty-second Infantry under Lieut. Col. E. S. Otis. Prior to
this time but six companies of the Fifth had reported on the Yellowstone;
but at the same time, with these instructious. two additional companies
of the regiment, under Lieutenant-Oolonel Whistler, arrived b,y steamer
at Powder River. They were immediately sent to the mouth of the
Tongue under orders to commence building the cantonment. Six days
later, Colon~l Miles, with the companies which had participated in the
campaign, and the two remaining companies of tis regiment-which in
the mean time harl reported-was put en route for the same place. At
this timf' the water in the Yellowstone had fallen so low that Glendive
Creek bad become the head of navigation. It was therefore necessary
to unload the steamers bringing supplies and establish a temporary
depot at that point. Four of the six companies of the Twenty-second
Infantry were assigned to duty tl.Jere, and were directed to hut themselves. Tile two other companies were, on the 11th of September, put
in motion for Tongue Rh·er. Companies C and G of the Seventeenth
Infantry, under command of Capt. L. H. Sanger, were also ordered to
Glendh·e; they arrived there ou the 9th of SeptemiJer and remained
until the ~d of December, when they were relie\'ed and brought to their
proper stations in Dakota.
Soon after the establishment of this camp, the Yellowstone ceased to
be navigable for any considerable distance above its mouth, and it became necessary to resort to land-transportation for the supply of the
cantonment at Tongue River; but the stores which hau been gathered,
and wllich subsequently accumulated there, made it necessary to keep

488

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

up the depot during the winter, · and it was not fina11y abandoned
until the 25th of the following May, though previous to that time-on
the 6th of March-the garrison was reduced to two companies by the
removal of the two other companies to Tongue River. 'rhe troops thus
stationed on the Yellowstone had now before them a three-fold task-to
build the cantonments at Tongue River and Glendive Creek; to bring
up the supplies necessary to their existence; and to operate as far as
possible against the hostile Sioux, attacking and harassing them in
their winter camps. ·How well this task was performed events have
shown. The situation at Tongue River was favorable for the construction of the cantonment, for an abundant supply of timber was found
within easy reach of the site selected. At first the supply of tools was
scanty; but all deficiencies were supplied by the energy and zeal of the
officers and men, and comfortable barracks an<l quarters with sufficient.
storage-room for the security of supplies were speedily constructed.
At Glendive the huts, though originally intended for but a temporary
purpose, afforded tolerably goorl shelter throughout the winter.
After the navigation of the Yellowstone closed, all supplies intended
for Glendive and the cantonment were nem~ssarily sent to Buford, and
thence up the north bank of the Yellowstone.
.
It was late in the season when tllis work began, and it was prolongecl
far into the winter, imposing much severe labor upon the troops employed as escorts to the trains, and subjecting them to great hardship.
The stores brought up, however, were ample in quantity, except in the
single article of forage, and no suffering or serious inconvenience resulted from any deficiency of supplies.
The first encounters of the troops on the Yellowstone with hostile
Indians, occurred early in October on the road from Glendive Creek to
Tongue River. These affairs W('re mentioned in my last report, but I
had not then received the reports of all the officers concerned, aud I
was not able to give full details; for tlle purpose of doing this and for
the purpose of keeping up the connection of events, I embo<ly herein
the following reports of Capt. C. W. Miner, Lieutenant-Colonel Utis,
aud Colonel Miles:
HEADQUARTERS BATTALION, TWENTY-SECOND INFANTRY,

Glenrlit;e Creek, Montana, October 13, 187f).
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that a loaded train started frow this station for
Tongue River on the lOth instant., under the command of Capt. C. W. Miner, Twenty-second Infantry, and returned the next day, the reasons for which are fully set forth in the accompanying report of Captain Miner.
I have caused the train to be reorganized and will start with it myself to-morrow morning
with companies C and G, Seventeenth Infantry, and G, H, and K, Twenty-second Inft~.ntry,
which force will have one hundred and eighty rifles; I will a lso take a section of Gatling
guns, calibre 50. I have so few serviceable horses here that I cannot have more than three
or four mounted men. I am satisfied from all the information I can gather, that there is a
large force of Indians in the country, who seem to be bold and defiant; they have been
hovering ronnu this camp on both sides of the river for the past two days; and no doubt it
is their plan to attempt to break up the communication between this place and Tongue River;
but I think we can pass through the country with the force I am taking. I leave this camp
under the command of Captain Clarke, Twenty-second Infantry, with his company (I), and
with the men attached he will have eighty rifles and one Gatling gun, calibre 45 .
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. T. OTIS,
Lieutenant-Colonel Twenty-second Infantry, Commanding.
A I T • T-ADJ TANT GENF.RAL,
D epartm ent of .Dakota, Samt Paul, Minn.
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CAMP MOUTH OF GLENDIVE CREEK,

October 12, 1876.
SIR: In compliance with the verbal orders of the commanding officer, I have the honor
to report that on the morning of the lOth instant, I started for Tongue River with a train of
ninety-four wagons and one ambulance, escorted by four companies of infantry, strength as
follows:
Company C, Seventeenth United States Infantry.----. .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 39
· Company H, Twenty-second United States Infantry )
Company G, Twenty second United States Infantry ~Strength not stated.
.
Company K, Twenty-second United States Infantry )
That I moved from camp at the mouth of Glendive Creek at half-past ten in the morning.
So soon as the head of my train appeared on the hills, on the west side of the camp, I saw
a signal fire spring up on the opposite bank of the Yellowstone River, some ten miles above
and opposite the camp I intended to make that evening. I arriv<d in camp-what is called
Fourteen-mile Camp-about five in the evening. The camp is in the bed of the creek and
commanded by hills at short range on all sides but the south, where it is open toward the
Yellowstone, there is a good deal of brush and some timber along the banks of the creek.
The corrals were made as compactly as possible for the night and secured with ropes. The
companies were camped close to them, two on each side. Thirty-six men and four noncommissioned officers were detailed for guard. Two reserves were formed and placed on the
flanks not protected by the companies. At ~ o'clock a. m. of the 11th the Indians made an
attack on camp accompanied by yells and a hot fire, from a ravine about two hundred yards
away. The fire was entirely directed on the corral and they had the range exactly. This
fire excited the mules so that they broke the ropes of the corrals and stampeded, falling into
the bands. of the Indians; forty-one from the government train and six from theW. One
mule was shot through. The firing continued for about half an hour, when the Indians
moved off, not only the party who had done the firing but another party on the other side of
the camp, who had not fired, but who were heard to move off.
At six I prepared to move forward. The road here for about three miles runs up the bed
of the creek camped on, and there are a number of cross ravines. After the train started,
but before tbe 'rear guard had left camp, they were fired upon from t.he timber skirting the
creek, and a large body of Indians, estimated at from two to three hundred, came over the
foot-bills between the camp and the Yellowstone River, on the east side of camp. These
Indians engaged the rear guard, commanded by Captain McArthur, Seventeenth Infantry,
at long rauge and kept up a continual skirmish, firing out of all the depressions, in the
ground and from behind the crests of hills. This forced me to move at a snail's pace, so as
to keep the train closed up, and that the rear guard should not be left too far behind. As
soon as I reached the high prairie, I could see large numbers of Indians on my left coming
up apparently from the Yellowstone River, and passing to my front; these were entirely
distinct and in addition to those in my rear. My impression was that they intended to at~ack me at the next water, Clear Creek, eight miles from my camp of the night of I Oth
mstant. · Clear CrPek is a deep ravine, very bad to !ret down to, and hard to pull up out of;
it is so narrow that the hills on either side will command its entire width. At half-past 1 1
a.m., I had gotten within about half a mile of Clear Creek. My rear was still fired on, and
Indians could be seen on all sides. I seut my wagon-master ahead to examine Clear Creek,
if possible; he came back and reported that be saw twelve in the ravine through which he
would be obliged to descend, and that be bad heard fiirng on the creek itself and believPd
they were in force there. I at once decided that in the crippled condition of the train it.
would be best to return to the camp at the mouth of Glendive Creek. My reasons were
these. So far the Indians bad shown a force, as near as I could estimate, of from four to six
hundred ; their signal fires were springing up in all directions. I was satisfied that if I
took the train into the bed of Clear Creek, that it would be attacked, and be so much further
crippled as· to necessitate the abandonment ' of some of the wagons. That the same performance would take place at the next creek and in all probability in mneh larger force, if
I were not compelled to camp away from both wood and water. 'fhat with the force I had I
could not rover the herd in its necessary grazing, that in going forward I should lose the
major part of the train, and finally that if I turned at once I could take the train back to
the supply camp in safety. I at once turned back up Clear Creek to reach the upper trail,
and reached it in about two miles. This trail is on high open ground, and there are no
intersecting ravines, so that it g·ave me all the advantage in llloving. So soon as I reached
the new trail, the attack in my rear ceased, although the Indians followed me at some distance and could be seen in small parties till late in the afternoon. I had no further trouble
with them, and reached camp at 9 p. m., after a hard march of 29 miles. In closing I wish
to state that it is my belief that a much larger force than four companies of about forty men
each will be required to force the train through. That it should be supplied with a force of
at least twenty-four good mounted men, plenty of water kegs kept constantly filled, and not
used from except in case of real necessity, and at least one gun-two would be better.
In reply to the signal fires, I saw a dense smoke arise apparently in the little Missouri
conntry about the head of Beaver, and believe that one of the1r many camps with their fami-
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lies is in that section of country, and that there is a camp somewhere about O'Fallon Creek
for the purpose of annoying trains. The men and officers did, all of them, exceedingly well,
and it is due to them that the train came off as well as it did. The wagon-masters were the
only men that I had available as scouts, and were invaluable to me in that capacity in
looking over the country in my front.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLE·s W. MINER,
Captain Twenty-second Infantry.
POST ADJUTANT.

HEADQUARTERs BATTAUON TwgNTY-SECOND INFAJSTRY,

Station near Gle1ldive Creek, Montana, October 27, 1876.

SIR: I have the honor to report that, as communicated in my letter of the 1:-3th instant
to the headquarters of the department, I commenced tl1e trip to Tongue River with the S?P ·
ply-train upon the morning of the 14th instant. Forty-one of the citizen teamsters, havmg
become too greatly demoralized to continue service upon the road, were discharged and the
necessary places filled with eniisted men. The train consisted of eighty-six wagons and the
escort of Companies C and G, SeYenteentb Infantry, and G, H, and K, Twenty second Infantry. De ails were made from these companies and left behind with Captain Clarke, commanding Company I, Twenty·second Infantry, who was directed to remain at Glendive:
and his command, thus re-enforced, consisted of four officers and ninety-seven enlisted men.
The train escort consisted of eleven commissioned officers (myself included) and one hundred and eighty-five enlisted men. ·we proreeded the first day 12 miles and encamped upon
the broad bottom of the Yellowstone River, without di scovering a sign of the presence of the
Indians. During the nigbt a sma~l thieving party was fired upon by the picket, but the
party escaped, leaYing behind a single pony with its trappings, w hicb was killed. At da.wn
of day upon the 15th the train pulled out in two strings and proceeded quietly to Bprmg
Creek, distant from camp about three miles. Thnn I directed two mounted men (Scout
Robert Jackson and Sergeant Kelly, Company F, Twenty-second Infantry) to station themselves upon a hill beyond the creek and watch carefully the surrounding country until the
train should pass through the defile. The men advanl!ed at swift pace in the proper direction, &nd, when within f>O yards of the designated spot, they received a Yolley from a number
of concealed Indians, when suddenly men and Indians came leaping down the bluff. The
men escaped without injury to person, although their clothing was riddled with bullets. I
quickly advanced a thin skirmish-line to the bluffs, which drove out forty or fifty Indians,
and, making a similar movement on the opposite flank, the train passed through the gorge
and gained the high table-land, Here three or four scouts, sent out by Colonel Miles from
Tongue River, joined us. They had been driven into the timber on the previous evening,
then corraled; bad lost their horses and one of their number, and escaped to the bluffs under cover of the darkness. The dead scout was found and buried. ThA train proceeded
quietly along the level prairie, surrounded by the skirmish-line, and the Indians were coming thick and fast from the direction of Cabin Creek; but few shots were exchanged and
both parties were preparing for the struggle, which it was evident would take place at the
deep and broken ravine of Clear Creek, through which the train must pass. We cautiously
entered the ravine, and from one hundrAd and fifty to two hundred Indians had gained the
surrounding bluffs to our left. Signal fires were lighted for miles around, and extended far
.away on the opposite side of the Yellowstone. The prairies to our front were fired and sent
up vast clouds of smoke. We bad no artillery and nothing remained to do except to charge
the bluffs. Company G, Seventeenth, and Company H, Twenty··second Iniantry, were
tbrowl.l forward upon the run, and gallantly scaled the bluffs, answering the Indian yell
with one equally as barbarous and driving back the enemy to another ridge of bills. We
then watered all the stock at the creek, took on water for the men, and the train siowly ascended the bluffs. The country now surrounding us was much broken, the Indianu continued to increase in numbers, surrounded the train, and the entire escort became engaged.
~be train was drawn up in four strings and the entire escort enveloped it by a thin skirmish1m~. In that formation we advanred, the Indians pressing every point, especially the rear,
whJCb ':Vas on~y enabled to follow by charging the enemy and then retreating rapidly toward
the tram, talong advantage of the knolls and riilges in its course. The flanks were advanc~d about a thousand yards, and the road was opened in the front by repeated charges.
In this ~anner ~?advanced several miles and then halted for the night upon a depressiou
of the high prame , the escort holding the surrounding ridge. The Indians bad now attempte~ ever,r artifice. They had pres ed every point of the line; had run their fires through
the tram, whiCh w were compelled to cro s with great rapidity; had endeavored to approach
under be cov r of the smoke whe:-. tbev found themselves overmatched by the officers and
m n, who, takin~ advan.tage of the cover, moved forward and took them at close range.
Th Y hu.d ~ t With con Hlorable 1o s; a good number of their sadd les were em ptied and
several pomes wounded. Their firing was wild in the extreme, and I should con. ider them
the poorest of marksmen. For several hours they kept up a. brisk fire and wounded but

G I<~NERAL OF THE ARMY,

491

three or four men, two but slightly, and one, Private Donohue, of Company G, Twenty-second Infantry, whom I was compelled to leave at Tongue R1ver, but who will ultimately re ·
cover.
Upon the morning of the 16th the train pulled out in four strings and we took up the
advance, formed as upon the previous day. Many Indians occupied the surrounding hills,
and soon a runner approached and left a communication upon a distant hill. It was brought
in by the scout Jackson, and read as follows:
"YELLOWSTONE.

"I want to know what you are doing traveling on this road. You scare all the buffalo
away. I want to hunt. on the place. I want yqn to turn back from here. If you don't, I
will fight you again. I waut you to leave what you have got here, and turn back from
here.
''I am your frienJ,
''SITTING BULL."

(<I mean all the rations you have got, and some powder. Wish you would write as soon
as you can."
I directed the scout Jackson to inform the Indians that I had nothing- to say in reply, ex
cept that we intended to take the train throug·h to Tougue River, and that we should be
pleased to accommodate them at any time with a fight. · The train continued to proceed,
and about eight o'clock the Indians again began to gather for battle. We passed through
the long narrow gorge near Bad Route Creek, exchanging but few shot><, and soon reached
the creek, when we again watered the stock and took on wood and water, consuming in
this labor about an hour's time. When we had pulled up the gentle ascent, the Indians
had again surrounded us, but the lesson of the previous day taught them to keep at l .ng
range, and there was but little firing by either party. I counted one hundred and fifty Indians in our rear, and from their movements and positions, I judged their numbers to be
between three and five hundred .
.After proceeding a short distance a flag of truce appeared on the left flank borne by two
Indmns, whom I directed to be allowed to enter the lines. They proved to be Indian scouts
from Standing Rock agency, bearing dispatches from Lieutenant-Colonel Carlin, of the
Seventeenth Infantry, stating that they had been sent out to find Sitting Bull, and to endeavor
to influence him to proeeed to some militBry post and treat for peace. These scouts in·
f~rmed me that they had that morning reached the camp of Sitting Bull and Man-afraid-ofhJs"horses, near the mouth of Cabin Creek; that they had talked with Sitting Bull, who
wished to see me outside the lines. I declined the invitation, but professed a willingness to
see Sitting Bull within my own lines. The scouts left me and soon returned with three
principal soldiers of Sitting Bull, the last-named individual being unwilling to trust his
person within our reach. The chief.<> said that their people were very angry because our
trains were driving away the buffalo from their hunting grounds ; that they were hungry
and without ammunition, and that they especially wished to obtain the latter; that they
were tired of the war and desired to conclude a peace. I informed them that I could not give
them ammunition; that had they saved the amount already wasted upon the train .it would
have sufficed them for hunting purposes for a long time; that I had no authority to treat
with them upon any terms whatever; but that they were at liberty to visit Tongue River
and there make known conditions. They wished to know what assurance I could give
them of their safety should they visit that place, and I replied that I could give them nothing
but the word of an officer. They then wished rations for their people, promising to proceed to
J<"'ort Peck immediately, and from there to Tongue River. I declined to give them the
rations, but finally offered them, as a present, one hundred and fifty pounds of hard bread
and two sides of bacon, which they gladly accepted. The tmin moved on, and the Indians
fell to the rear. Upon the following day I saw a number of them from Cedar Creek, far away
to the right, and after that time they disappeared entirely. Upon the evening of the 18th,
I met Colonel Mills, encamped with his entire reg"iment on Custer Creek. Alarmed for the
safety of the train, be had set out from Tongue River upon the previous day. I told him of
the situation of affairs, and informed him that he would find the Indian camp either about
the mouth of Cabin Creek or far away on his left, traveling in the direction of Fort Peck.
He concluded to go on to Cherry Creek and there await my return from Tongue River, but
having reached that point he found the Indians engaged in hunting the large bands of
. buffalo which were roaming between that and Cedar Creek. His future operations I believe
he has fully reported, and forwarded his dispatches by couriers. I returned to this station
with the train yesterday, the 26th instant, having consumed thirteen days in making the
jourw'~y. The train was returned richer by two mules and two horses than when it started
out, and suffered no loss.
In concluding this report I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of both officers and
men. The officers obeyed instructions with alacrity, and executed their orders with great
efficiency. They fought the enemy twelve hours and fired during that time upwards of
seven thousand rounds of ammunition. They defeated a strong enemy, estimated by many
at from seven to eight hundred, which had defiantly placed himself across our trail with
th~ deliberate purpose of capturing- the train, and gave him a lesson which he will heed
and never forget. I was ably assisted by Lieut. 0. M. Smith, my only staff officer. All
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other officers were serving with the companies and furnished to their men examples of fearless exposure and great endurance,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E . S. OTIS,
Lieutenant-Colonel Twenty-second Infantry, Commanding.
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Headquarters Department of Dalwta, Saint Paul, ltlinn.
CAMP OPPOSITE CABIN CREEK,

On the Yellomstvne River, October 25, 18i6.
Sm: I have the honor to report that having received information of the movement of
hostile Indians from the south toward the Yellowstone; also of the design of Sitting Bull to
go north to the Big Dry for buffalo, I moved wit.h the Fifth Infantry to intercept or follow
his movements. On Custer Creek, I learned that he bad attacked and turned back one
train from Glendive and made a second unsuccessful attack upon an escort and train under
the command of Colonel Otis.
Moving northeast and approaching their trail and camp, they nppeared in considerable
numbers and presented a flag of truce and desired to communicate. I met Sitting Bull between tue lines. He expressed a desire to ''make a peace ." He desimd to hunt buffalo,
to trade (particularly .for ammunition), and agreed that the Indians would not fire upon
soldiers if they were not disturbed. He desired to know why the soldiers did not go into
winter quarters ; and, in other words, he desired an "old-fashioned peace" for the winter.
He was informed of the terms of the government, and on what grounds he could obtain
peace, and that he must bring his tribe in near our camp. The interview ended near
sundown with no definite result, they retiring to their camp, and my command moving
and camping on Cedar Creek, in position to move easily to intercept their movement north.
f:itting Bull was told to come in next day. As the com maud was moving north between
their camp and the Big Dry, they agaiu appeared and desired to talk. A council followed
between the lines, with Sitting Bnll, Pretty Bear (chief in council), Bull Eagle, John
Sans Arcs, Standing Bear, Gall (war chief), White Bull, and others of their headmen
present. Sitting Bull was anxious for peace, provided he could have his own terms; yet to
surrender to the government would be a loss of prestige to him as a great war chief. His
taste and great strength is as a warrior, and I should judge that influence would have great
weight with him as against wiser counsels. Several of his headmen and people, I believe,
desire peace. The demands of the government were fully explained to him, and the only
terms required of him were that he should camp his tribe on some point on the Yellowstone
near the troops, or go into some government agency and place his people under subjection
to the government. He said be would come in to trade for ammunition, but wanted no rations or annuities, and desired to live as an Inuian ; gave no assurance of good faith, and
as the council ended was told that a non-acceptance of the liberal terms of the government
would be considered an act of hostility. An engagement immediately followed. They took
position on a line of hills and broke ground, occupying every mound and ravine. They
were driven from every part of the field, through their camp-ground and down Bad Route
Creek, and finally across the Yellowstone at the ford they had crossed about a week ago.
In their camp and on their line of retreat, they abandoned tons of dried meat, lodge-poles,
travois, camp equipage, ponies, and broken-down cavalry horses, &c. They fought prin·
cipally dismounted, and were driven 42 miles to the south side ofthe Yell•Jwstone. During
the fight, as we pa::s€d rapidly over the field, five dead warriors were reported to me as left
on the field, besides those they were seen to carry away. I intend to continue the pursuit.
They are in great wan£ of food, their stock is nearly worn down, and they cannot have a
large amount of ammunition. What they have has been taken from citizens in the Hlack
Hills, from troops in the Custer massac.re, or from friendly Indians. Several of the Indians
who had just come out from the Standing Rock agency were seen to have a fresh supply of
.50-caliber ammunition. Long Dog, one of Sitting Bull's chiefs, and one of the worst men
in the tribe, is now at Peck getting ammunition.
I have the honor to recommend that all communication between the hostile and agency
Indians, except through military channels, be discontinued, when, I believe, this trouble
can be settled durin~r the winter. I believe that Fort Peck should be occupied, and all amm_unition in t~at -yicinity seized by the government. Since the engagement I believe they
Will be more mchned to make peace. Their force was estimated at upward of four hundred lodge and nearly one thousand warriors .
.If th ey do no~ accept the term.s of the government within one month, I am satisfied th~y
w1ll g~ ~o .the Btghorn country for grasg and game. If any supplies have been placed Ill
t~at vtctmty, I would be glad to be apprised of it, as the command may move in that direction.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,
Colonel Fiflh Infantry, Brevet .Major-General Commanding •
. (. •TA. T ADJ TA , T-GENgRAL

1Jeparlu1cllt of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

GENERAL

OF

THE

ARMY.

493

On the 5th of the following November, Colonel Miles, leaving two
companies of the Twenty-second Infantry to garrison the cantonment,
started, with the whole of his own regiment, for a thorough and
exhaustive reconnaissance of the country lying between the Missouri
on the north, the Yellowstone on the south, the Musselshe1l on the west,
and the Hed water on the east. The whole force proceeded to Fort
Peck on the Missouri, where. for further operations, it was divided into
three detachments, of one of which Colonel Miles himself retained the
command. A second detachment was placed under the command of
Capt. S. Snyder, of the Fifth Infantry. and the third under I..~ieut. F. D.
Baldwin, of the same regiment. Captain Snyder returned to the cantonment on the lOth of December, having marched 308 miles, and
Colonel Miles returned on the 14th of the same month, bavin·g marched
408 miles. Lieutenant Baldwin, on the 7th of December, attacked and
d'rove Sitting Bull's band of one hunrlred and ninety-nine lodges across
the Missouri, and a few days later surprised and captured hi~ camp on
the head of the Redwater, and, having marched 716 miles, reached the
cantoument December 23. These distances, coupled with the recollection of the inclement season of the year, and with the foliO\ving extracts
from reports of Colonel 1\files, will convey a just idea of the arduous
nature of the service performed.
HEADQUARTERS YELLOWSTONE COMMAND,

Cantonment at Tongue River, Montana, December 21, 1876.
SIR: I have the honor to report that while at Fort Peck several reports reached me,
which I considered reliable, that ~itting Bull's band of about sixty lodges was camped near
the Big- Dry .Fork, and that he designed moving to Carroll, Mont., via Squaw Creek, for
ammuni.tion. I divided my .force, moving up on the north side of the Missouri with six companies and sending four companies to scout up the Big Dry Fork. My object was to place
my force between the band and such munitions of war as they designed seizing, and on the
line of march that they would have to follow-namely, an old Indian trail or road leading
from the Black and Pine Buttes, at the head of Big Dry Dam, Squaw Creek, across and up
the ·n orth side of the Missouri. Crossing the command on the ice at Peck, I marched 115
miles to tbe Great Bend of the Missouri, opposite the mouth of Squaw Creek. On arriving
at that point, learned that Sitting Bull had moved east, and designed crossing the Missouri
below Fort Peck. As these reports were conflicting, 'and as I had already sent one of my
companies to Carroll to secure and investigate the trading in ammunition at that point, I
ordered back three of my companies, and their timely arrival at Fort Peck enabled the commanding dficer, Lieutenant Baldwin, to move against Sitting Bull's band, then near Porcu.
pine Creek. My last information received from that officer was that he bad driven him south
of the Missouri agaiu, and should follow him in the direct2on of the Yellowstone. The
remainder of my command thoroughly scouted the Dry Fork country, one column passing
up the Dry Fork west and then south, while the other crossed the Missouri at Carroll and
l!'ort Hawley, and thence marched down Crooked Creek, crossing the Musselshell, and up
Squaw Creek, passing thence along the headwaters of the three great 'branches of the Big
Dry. The district of the country lying adjacent to the Missouri Riv<er and the .Musselshell
was, I believe, as broken a country as ever a command passed over. It was almost im.
passable, and the greater part of the entire distance of nearly 500 miles, and to within 50
miles of the British line, through an unknown country, the horne of the hostile Sioux. It
would be difficult, if not impossible, for a command to follow our trail unless under like circumstances. For a part of the time it was on the treacherous ice of the Missouri, again up
precipitous heights, where all stores were carried ·on the backs of the soldiers or drawn up
with ropes. * * * *
1 remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.
NELSON A. MILES,
Colonel Fifth Infantry, Bvt. Moj.-Gen., U, S. A., Commanding.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dak()ta., Saint Paul, Minn.

HEADQUARTERS YELLOWSTONE COMMAND,

Cantonment on Tungue River, Montana, December ~4, 1876.
SIR: In addition to my communication of the 21st, I have to report the movements of
that portion of the command under Lieut. Frank D. Baldwin. It appears that Sitting Bull's
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strength had increased when in the vicinity of Fort Peck to one hundred and ninety-nine
lodges; that after retreating back across the Missouri and up Redwater, it diminished to
one hundred and twenty-two lodges. Lieutenant Baldwin's instructions were to ke(lp that
band south of the Missouri and dear the Redwater country. I think Baldwin deceived
the Indians by a pretended movement toward Buford; but taking the general course of tbe
Indians to near the head of Redwater, he came suddenly in sight of the Indian camp, about
two miles distant; the time necessary for his command of three companies of infantry to
pass over this ground was tqe only time ~iven them to take themselves and such property
as they could gather up out of camp. 'l'he attack was made at once, the Indians driven
out, and the camp captured, many of the lodges captured standing, others half-packed on
ponies. Many of the warriors were evidently out hunting or watching the other commands.
It was a quick and unexpected attack on th(l part of the troops and a stampede on the part
of the Indians. The troops lost nothing, while the Indians lost some sixty head of horses,
mules, and pouies, which were shot or driven to this place, and the greater part of this
winter-camp, including every description of property belonging to an Indian village, which
was bur~ed up.
*
*
*
*
•
Very respectfully your obedient servant,

NELSON A. MILES,
Colonel Fifth Infantry, Bvt. Maj. Gen. U.S. A., Cumnwnding.
A8SISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakott£, Saint Paul, Minn.

On the 29th of D<>cember, only six days after the return of the la8t of
his detachments from this reconnaissance to the north, Colonel Miles
was again in motion with tile major part of his force. This time his
march was to the south. He proceeded up the Tougue River, through
almost impassable snows, an(l in the most severe weather, until he
reached the camps of the Cheyennes and Ogalalla Sioux under Crazy
Horse. The first skirmish took place on the 1st of January, another
followed on the 3d, still another on the 7th, and on the 8th the action of
Wolf Mountain was fought. This action produced important results,
and was very highly creditable to the gallantry, endurance, and perseveran_ce of Colonel Miles and his troops. I therefore give the following
extracts from Uolouel Miles's official reports of this movement:
l Telegram.]
HEADQUARTERS COMMAND ON YELLOWSTONE,

Janua·ry 20, 1877.
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakotlt, Saint Paul :
I have the honor to report that this command fought the hostile tribes of Cheyennes and
~galalla Siou~, under Crazy Horse, in skirmishes on the 1st, 3d, aud 7th of January, and
m a five hours . engagement on the 8th instant. Their camp, some six hundred lodges, ex·
tended three ~lies along the valley of the Tongue River, below Hanging Woman's Creek:.
They were dnven through the callous of Wolf or Panther Mountains, in the direction of
Bighorn Mountains. Their fighting strength outnumbered mine two or three to one, but
by taking advantage of the ground we bad them at a disadvantage, and their loss is known
t~ have been vety severe. Our loss, three killed and eight wounded. They fought entirely
?Jsmounted and charged on ~oot to within fifty yards of Captain Calley's line, but ';,ere taken
Ill ~rout and flank b.y Captam .Butle.r's and Lieutenant McDonald's companies. . I hey w~re
wh1pped at every pomt and dnven frem the field and pursued as far as my lim1ted supphes
and worn down animtt.ls would carry my command.
""
*
"
*
. The lndi.a~s appear to have plenty of arms and ammunition, but otherwise are in a dee·
htute con~1t!on. Some of the pl_isoners now in our bands were captured w1th frozen limbs,
and were hvlDg on ~orse-meo.t. r~e .weather has been very severe, and the snow from one
to three feet deep. The command 1s m good condition.
NELSON A. MILES,
Communding.

Ht-:ADQUAR'l'ER8 YELLOW TONE COMMAND,

Cantonment on 'l'onaue Ri.,er, M011tana, January ~3, 1877•
..IR: In addition to my di11patch of January 18 (20), I have tbe honor to report that this
comwl\od of four hundred men moved out December ~9 ag11.inst the tribes of Cheyenne and
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Ogalallas under Crazy Horse. Owing to the exhausted condition of my transportation, I
sent forward with the advanee, under Major Dickey, grain-loaded ox-wagons, leaving them
behind some 60 miles up Tongue River. As I had gathered much reliable information regarding the strength and numbers of this large body of hostiles, I to9k up two pieces of
artillery, covered with wagon-bows and canvas, disguised as wagons. As the command
advanced up the river the Indians with'lrew from their camp above Otter Creek, abandoning
their camps where they were fixed for winter, and had built permanent lodges with dry logs,
bark, grass, brush, &c.
·
We bad a skirmish on the 1st and 3d of January, and crowding them up the valley above
Hanging-Woman's Fork January 7, when near dark, the scouts in advance captured one
young warrior and seven Cheyenne women and children, the relatives of one of the headmen of the tribe. When these were within our lines, the scouts advanced, endeavoring to
capture a larger number, when they were surrounded by some two hundTed and fifty warriors, and a sharp fight followed. 'fbe scouts threw themselves into some thick timber, and
covering themselves behind some old war-houses of the Indians, with their rifles they withstood the attack with excellent effect until the command advanced to their relief. It was
evident that the comwand had followed them so closely that they would be compelled to
fight the next day, and every preparation was made for it .
. January i:l, about six hundreJ warriors appeared in our front. The command was immeduttely deployed to the front, and sharp skiq:nishing followed, thB Cheyennes evidently
taking the right and the Ogalallas the left side of the valley. The position taken gave us
a decided advantage. They concentrated about three hundred warriors opposite the right
of the line under Major Dickey. Ri<ling down, they would leave their horses behind bluffs,
and advance on foot, rifle in band, fillir1g every ravine and lining every crest. Failing to
force this part of the line, they moved a part of their force from left to right, where the principal and closest fighting occurred. By acting on a much shorter line, their movements
were anticipated, and they were driven from a commanding bluff on the left by Captaiu
9asey's company. They made a desperate effort to regain this lost ground by concentratmg a larger force and charging on foot to within fifty yards of this line of infantry, but were
met by stubborn resistance, and taken in front and on their left flank by Lieutenant McDonald and Major Butler's companies. (Captain Butler's horse was shot under him while
leading a gallant and decisive charge on the extreme left.) They were Jriven back over
three rough, piny, rugged bluffs, where it was impossible to ride a horse, and the soldiers
frequently fell in scaling the ice and snow covered cliff.~. This decided the engagement.
With the loss of warriors and men and position, they abandoned thA struggle and were swept
from the field. The latter part of the fight was during a blinding snow-storm. They apparently lost some prominent man of the tribe, as be was borne away on a travois, followed by
a concourse of friends. Their loss is known to be severe. They left pools of blood on the
snow where they fought, on the ice where they crossed the river, and for five miles up the
valley on their retreat. These are considered the best fighting warriors of the plains, and
b~fore the command moved against them Crazy Horse had sent word to Sitting Bull that
his numbers and ammunition had been greatly increased, and that be could meet any command brought against him. (The prisoners now in our hands have but recently come out
!rom the Red Cloud ageucy). They were driven through the Wolf or Panther Mountains
m the direction of the Bighorn Mountains, where they may endeavor to winter, but it will
be an experiment. They will find very deep snows, be annoyed by their old enemies the
Crow Indians, and will find a scarcity of game.
This engagement was unlike any other Indian fight I had ever witnessed. It was fought
on ground where it would have been impossible to have maneuvered cavalry. They fought
entirely dismounted, not a single rifle being fired on horseback, their ponies being used only
to c-arry them from one line of ravines or lodges and bluffs to others. They used loud shrill
whistles to convey their orders. I have never seen troops more steady, and I could not
compliment them too highly for their fortitude. The disguise was thrown off the pieces of
artillery; they were admirably handled by Lieutenant Pope, assisted by Lieutenant Casey.
Captains Dickey, Ewers, Carter, and Lieutenant Cusick, with their commands, though not
so closely engaged as others, are deserying of mention. Captains Casey and Butler and
Lieutenant McDonald are entitled to great praise for leading their commands with commendable skill and courage up ~md over precipitous cliffs held by superior numbers of Indians, while Lieutenant Baldwin distinguished himself by his dashing courage in leading a
charge at a deciding and important point in the engagement. The command returned to
this cantonment in good condition and spirits, having marebed 300 miles in mid-winter
through snow from one to three feet deep. The commaud crossed the Tongue River 107 times,
wLich occasioned some difficulty and delay. The valley is very narrow, skirted by bad
lands, almost impassable; the valley may be said to be almost a canon from its mouth up
150 miles, as there is !!Carcely one mile of this river that is not commanded by bluffs from
100 to 1,000 feet in height. Owing to insufficient transportation, and not being supplied
with sufficient food for my animals, I fear that this engagement will close for a short time
a. very brief, but satisfactory, campaign, iu which this command ha<~ marched upward of
1,200 miles, fought th~ee engagem~n~s of importance besides eight s~irmishes, b~s broken
the strength and prest1ge of both Slttwg Bull and Crazy Horse. Bes1des those k1lled and
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wounded, it has compelled the surrender of several of the most noted ehiefs of the Sioux
Nation, and cleared a very wide area of country from hostile Indians. * " *
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES.
Colonel Fifth Infantry, Bvt. Maj. Gen., U. S. A., Commanding.
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

Oil the 18th (20th) of January, Colonel Miles, with his command, returned to TongueRiver, having marched over 300 miles. Shortly after the
action at Wolf Mountain Colonel Miles sent one of the prisoners taken at
that place, with an interpreter, to open communication with Crazy Horse's
band and explain to them the terms which they would receive should
they surrender. On the 19th of February these messengers returned,
bringing with them twenty-nine Cheyennes and Sioux, among whom
were seven chiefs. These Indians expressed a desire to discontinue
hostilities a'Lld submit to the authority of the government. After full
explanations from Colonel Miles of what would be required of them they
promised to surrender, and on the 23d started back to their camps for
the purpo~-ie of bringing in their families and bands. At this last. date
there seems to have been good reason to expect compliance on the part
of these Indians with the terms proposed for their surrender by Colonel
Miles, and this favorable aspect of affairs lasted until the Indian camp
had made two days' march toward the cantonment at Tongue River.
At this crisis it would appear that a new influence was brought to bear
upon them, tending to seriously modify their good intentions, by leading
them to expect terms more in accordance with their wishes. This untoward interference with Colonel Miles's plans is explained in the following extract from his report of March 24, 1877 :
HEADQUARTERS YELLOWSTONE COMMAND,

Cantonment at Tongue River, Montana, March 24, 1R77.
SIR: Referring to my letter of the 23<] ultimo, regarding the coming in of certain Indians
pursuant to communication with them that I had established, I have the honor to state that
the Indians who left on the 23d ultimo with my interpreter, found the hostile tribes on the
Little Horn on the 4th instant, and so far disposed to accept the terms that I had sen't out,
namely, placing themselves under entire subjection to the government, and either coming
here or going to the agencies at the south; that it was cried through the camps that the war
was over, and that no more hostile expeditions would be allowed against the white mau.
The camp moved toward this camp immediately, and my interpreter traveled with it two
days, crossing from the Little Horn to Tongue River, and down Tongue River to Otter
Creek; and during this time a runner from a party under Spotted Tail, coming out from
Spotted Tail agency, arrived, conveying new s of their approach and bringing ammunition.
My interpreter saw one bag of it. From Otter Creek oue hundred and sixty-chiefly
warriors-came here on the J7th instant, led by sixteen chiefs and head warriors (of whom
a part had been in before); all of whom desired to learn for themselves under what conditions they could come in, and whether the conditions were modified in accordance with the
very liberal terms alleged to have been offered through Spotted Tail or by him. Among
other things, they stated that be promised them opportunity of obtaining abundant ammunition at the agencies, which is doubtless an unauthorized promise.
The names of the chiefs and bead soldiers who came are as follows: Of the Cheyennes,
White Bull (or The Ice), Little Chief, Two Moons, Old Wolf, Magpie Eagle, Little Creek,
Spotted Wolf, Sitting Night, and Chief Bear; of the Sioux (Oga lallas) , Wahatoo, Little
Hawk ( uucle of Crazy Horse), Red Hawk, Rock (or Four Crows), Horse Road, Hard-to-Ki tl,
and The Hump. I told them plainly, as I had done before, the terms (as hereinbefore
given), that I would not permit them going backward and forward between the hostile
camps and this post, and that, while the govern ment had no desire to impoverish them, they
must cheerfully urrender such ponies and arms as I might require. As they were informed
from 'potted Tail's runner that the military authorities directed him to say that the troops
would be taken away from here, I informed them emphatically that the troops would be
retain d h re.
\.bite pull, or The Ice, ~ chief and bead warrior of the Cheyennes; The Hump, head
Boldt r • tb~ ~alallas, hts brotb~r Horse Ron~, a ioux chief, and Little Chief, Crazy
'Mule, la p1 Eagle, Old Wolf, L1Ltle Creek, chiefs of the Cheyennes, and Fast Whirl, also
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a Cheyenne remained at this place as proof of their good faith and as a guarantee that their
people will ~orne in here and remain or go to their agencies. The remainder of the Indians
left yesterday, intending to participate in the general council with Spotted Tail, to be held on
the Little Powder River, whither they stated their tribes would move from Otter Creek.
The result of the council will probably determine their final action. I have impressed upon
them that while I would receive their surrender in accordance with my original demand and
communications heretofore reported, yet if they would go into their agencies it would be
quite as satisfactory.

"

*

*

*

*

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON .A. MILES,
Colonel Fift!t Infantry, Brevet Mojor-Generat, U.S. A., Commanding .
.ASSISTANT .ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

On the 22d of April three hundred of the Indians who had been in
treaty with Colonel .1\-files surrendered to him at the cantonment at
Tongue River, as appears from the following extracts from the report of
that date:
HEADQUARTERS YELLOWSTONE COMMAND,

Cantonment Tongue River, Montana, Aprit 2~, ltl77.
SIR: Referring to my letter of the 24th ultimo, I have the honor to report that three hundred hostile Indians surrendered at this place to-day, and others are following.
From my interpreter, whom I sent out on the 23d ultimo, and from the Indians w.ho have
surrendered, I learn that the remainder of the hostiles in the vicinity of Little Powder River
stated that they intended to surrender at the agencies to the south, and moved in that direc·
tion. After the decision was arrived at, the Southern Cheyennes, to the number of some
sixty, rode through the camps and announced that they were going to join their tribe at
Fort Reno, Ind. T. I would respectfully recommend that measures be taken to secure them
on their arrival, as there are among them several Indians who were disarmed and turned
over to, the civil age~t two years ,ago.
"
The arms are not yet all in, but those surrendered are of the most improved pattern,
Sharp's rifles, Spencer and Springfield carbines.
I have allowed them to retain on an average two ponies to a lodge for procuring wood
and ordinary camp use. I have two hundred horses, mules, and ponies which I will use in
the government service during the summer.
*
*
"
'¥
Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,
Colonell!'ifth Infantry, Bvt. Maj. Gen., U. S. A., Commanding.
ASSIST ANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

On the 23d of February, 1877, orders were given to Oolonel Gibbon,
Seventh Infantry, commanding the District of Montana, to detach the
battalion of four companies of the Second Cavalry, then as now serving
at Fort Ellis, from that post and send it to the cantonment at Tongue
River, to report to Colonel Miles. The battalion commenced its march
on the 24th of March, but was delayed by the almost impassable condition of the roads, and did not reach the Tongue until the 23d of April.
With this battalion, two companies of the Fifth Infantry, and four companies of the Twenty-second Infantry, Colonel Miles, on the 1st day of
May, moved out to attack the hostile band of Lame Deer, then in the
vicinity of the Rosebud.
After a march of six days, ColonellVIiles discovered the hostile camp,
and by an extremely rapid and skillful movement surprised it before
light in the morning of the 7th. The Indians were completely defeated.
Lame Deer himself, Iron Star, his head warrior, and twelve others,
were left dead on the :field. A large amount of property, including a
herd of four hundred and fifty ponies, was captured. The followin g is
Colonel Miles's report of this operation :
HEADQUARTE RS Y ELLO WSTONE C OMMAND,

Cantonment at Tongue Ri11er, Montana, Ma11 16, 1877.
~IR; I have respectfully to report that with a portion of this com mand , con sisting of a bat·
tahon of the Second Cavalry (four companies ), under Captain Ball , Companies Band H, F 1fth

32w
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Infantry, and Companies E, F, G, and H, Twenty-second Infa:ntry, I moved on the 1st instant up Tongue River, against a body of Indians led by Lame Deer, who had refused to
come in and surrender or to return to their agency. I learned on the 5th that they had
crossed the Tongue and Rosebud, moving west. Leaving my train on the Tongue River
with three infantry companies, I moved at 2t p. m. of the 5th directly across the broken
country, crossing the Rosebud near the junction of the two commands in 1876; thence westward to a high divide that separates the waters of Rosebud and Tullock's Fork, called by the
Indians Big Hill. The command reached that point at 3 a. m., and resumed the march soon
after daylight on the 6th instant. By the aid oflndian scouts the hostile camp was discovered,
some twenty-five miles distant to the south and east. With the cavalry I pushed rapidly
forward, leaving the infantry to follow as speedily as possible. After passing over a difficult
and circuitous route, resting at 8 o'clock, the march was resumed at 2! o'clock, and the
camp surprised and captured at 4! o'clock a. m. on the 7th instant. The village was five
miles from the mouth of an eastern affiuent of the Rosebud. The advance consisted of a
detachment of mounted infantry under Lieutenant Casey, Twenty-second Infantry, immediately followed by Lieutenant Jerome with f'ompany H, Second Cavalry. This force
charged directly through the village and captured the herd of four hundred and fifty
horses, mules, and ponies. The Indians took refuge in the high, broken, pine-covered bluffs
on the west side of the village, and over this country the three remaining companies pursued them in a running fight for six miles to the Rosebud. Besides the loss of herd and entire camp, they left fourteen dead on the field, including the principal chief, Lame Deer, and
head warrior, Iron Star. The village consisted of fifty-one lodges, and was rich in every
kind of Indian property; at least thirty tons of carefully prepared dried meat, rifles, ammunition, two hundred saddles, &c. In the village were found many trophies of the Custer battle and several scalps of white men and women. Before reaching the village I
gave explicit instructions to prevent firing upon women and children, and directed my in·
terpreter and Indian scout to demand the surrender of the hostiles. Several Indians made
advances as if to surrender, and when this was responded to on the part of the officers and
troops the Indians, either intending treachery or fearing the same, renewed the fire. This, of
necessity, ended all measures of a pacific nature .

..

*

.

*

*

*

*

*

The advance to the attack during the night and early morning of the 7th was very rapid, and
some of the pack animals with ammunition were not kept up with the command. Four ot
these were abandoned by their escort before a small party of Indians, and eight boxes of
carbine ammunition fell into the hands of the Indians. The command remained in the val·
ley until the 8th, when some of the ponies not needed were killed, the entire camp and paraphernalia destroyed by fire, and the remainder of the herd brought away, including horses,
ponies, and equipments enough to mount four companies of troops. I am pleased to mention as deserving of much praise the battalion of the Second Cavalry (commanded by Captain Ball, and consisting of Captains Tyler's, Wheelan's, Norwood's, and Lieutenant Je·
rome's companies) for their courage and endurance; also the infantry companies (E, H, and
F, Twenty-second) commanded by Captains Dickey and Poole, and First Lieutenant Cusick,
for their cheerful endurance of the constant rapid marching, a part of the time during darkness and storms, and for frustrating the attempt of the Indians to recover their pony herd
on the night succeeding the engagement.
Lieutenants Jerome and Casey, and the troops under their command, I deem worthy of
special mention for the zeal and skill with which they performed the dangerous and important duty assigned to them.
I have left the cavalry battalion, three companies of infantry, and one gun on the Rosebud to occupy that section, and will organize a force of mounted infantry with captured
stock, and use the troops that 8.re expected to an·ive against any other hostile Indians that
remain to the south of the Yellowstone.
The Indians that were struck on the 7th were considered, even by Indians, as among the
worst of the hostiles, and their losses will not be repaired in years.
I made use of three surrendered Indians, and found them perfectly loyal and most valuable guides.
I am, sir, vory res.Pectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,
Colonel Fifth lnfantry, Bvt. Maj. Gen., U. S. A, Commanding.
A._ '[ 'rANT ADJU'fANT-GENERAL,
Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

The action of the 7th of May was the last of the series of important
ngagements between the forces under the command of Colonel Mile
and t?e ho tile Sioux. The effect of these engagements was to sub·
·t~n~1al1~ clear the country west of the Missouri River, south of the
nt1 b hne, and north of the Black Hills, of hostile bands. By them
Oraz~· or e and his band were compelled to surrender, in part at
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Tongue River and in part at Red Cloud agency, in the Department of
the Platte. Lame Deer~s band, with heavy loss and in great ·destitution, was driven to the south and east, whence it ultimately proceeded
to the same agency and surrendered, and Sitting Bull, with his followers,
was forced to fl.v across the frontier into the British possessions. This
condition of affairs, however, did not diminish, during the summer, the
activity of the troops serving in the district of the Yellowstone.
The force was increased by the arrival in June of six companies of
the Eleventh Infantry, under Lieut. Col. G. P. Buell, four companies of
the First Infantry, under Maj. H. M. Lazelle, and eleven companies of .
the Seventh Cavalry, under Col. S. D. Sturgis.
The battalion of the Eleventh Infantry was sent to the junction of the
Bighorn and Little Big Horn Hivers to commence the construction of the
barracks ordered to be built there. The remainder of the re-enforcements was held for service in the field. From early in the season frequent reports came to Colonel .Miles that Sitting Bull and his band
intended to return to this country and renew hostilities, and these reports were coupled with the statement that the band numbered thirteen
hundred warriors. This statement was, doubtless, an exaggeration. It
is not probable that Sitting Bull could at any time during the summer
and autumn bring into the field more than eight hundred fighting men.
Colonel Miles, in view of the possbility of such an incursion, at first proposed tomovewithhis whole disposable force across the Missouri and up to
boundary, but it was finally determined that he should hold strongly the
line of the Yellowstone, so as to prevent a junction between Sitting Bull's
band and any Indians who might break away from the agencies. At the
same time he placed in the field, from time to time, several small columns for the purpose of patrolling the country and keeping it clear of
small parties which might otherwise stray into it. A force of four hundred friendl,y Crow Indians was organized, under Lieutenant Doane, of
the Second Ca\Talry, in aid of this object. The most important of these
mmor movements were made by Maj. H. M. Lazelle, of the First Infantry,.
having under his command detachments of the .First and Twenty-second
Infantry, and of the Seventh Cavalry, and by .Maj. J. S. Brisbin, commanding a battalion of his regiment, the Second Cavalry. To the appended reports of these officers I refer for the details of their movements. On the 11th of July the force of the district was reduced by
sending six companies of the Twenty-second Infantry, then in the field,
to Fort Lincoln, and thence to the Division of the Atlantic, and on the
18th of the same month, by the detail of one company of the Second
Cavalry, under Capt. R. Norwood, to P.scort the General of the Army,
then on a tour of inspection, from mouth of the Bighorn to Fort Ellis.
To preserve the proper connection of events, it is now necessary to
turn for a time to operations in the district of Montana.
During the past winter the troops in the district of Montana consisted of the Seventh Infantry and four companies of the Second Cavalry, the whole under the command of Colonel John Gibbon, of the former regimP-nt. This force was distributed as follows: Six companies of
infantry at Fort Shaw; two companies of infantry at Camp Baker; one
company of infantry at Fort Benton; and the cavalry, with one company of infantry, at Fort Ellis. As has been stated before, the cavalry
was detached in March, and sent to Colonel Miles. At the same time
one company of infantry was detached from Shaw and sent to Ellis.
On May 17 orders were received by me from the Lieutenant-General
directing the construction of a post for one company of infantry in the
Bitter-Root Valley, near the town of Missoula. In obedience to these
instructions, two companies of infantry were detached from Shaw, on
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the 9th of June, and proceeded under Captain Rawn, Seventh Inf<:tntry t
to the site of the new post, 217 miles distant, arriving there on the 25th
of the same month. Both of these companies were to be employed in
building the post. One of them was to constitute the permanent garrison.
In obedience to instructions from these headquarters, one company of
infantry, under Captain Kirtland, left Shaw on the 18th of June, proceeded to Fort Benton, and thence by steamer to Dauphin Rapids, in
the Missouri, for the purpose of protecting a party of government engineers, which, under the direction of the chief engineer of the department, was at work at that point improving the navigation of the river.
When the Nez Perce outbreak took place in the Depariment of the
Columbia, it was not supposed that the theater of war would extend
into this department, and, therefore, no special provision was made to
meet that possible though not probable event. It would have been difficult to re-enforce the troops in Montana from other parts of the department, for at that time a renewal of hostilities with the Sioux was confidently expected; the importance of the results following from Colonel
Miles's previous operations was not fully appreciated, and all information tended to show that Sitting Bull, with a heavy force, was about to
return to the Missouri and perhaps to the Yellowstone. Troops had
been concentrated to meet this expected movement, and it seemed extremel.v undesirable to direct them to another sphere of action.
On the 1st of July I received from the Lieutenant-General a dispatch,
desiring me to keep a "sharp lookout" in Western Montana, for it was
possible that the Idaho troubles might extend into this department.
This dispatch was communicated to Colonel Gibbon, with instructions
to tal{e such measures as might be necessary; but the danger was still
too remote to justify a diminution of Colonel Miles's force to meet it.
On the 22d of July, however, while I was absent from my headquarters
and upon the Yellowstone, Colonel Gibbon received intelligence by telegram from the Lieutenant-General that the Nez Perces were coming eastward over the Lo-Lo trail, and on the same day proceeded to concentrate all the a.vailable troops in his district at Missoula. It was necessary to leave one company at each of the posts of Fort Shaw, Fort
Ellis, and Uamp Baker, and the company at Dauphin Rapids was out
of reach. He directed one company at Ellis to proceed at once to Missoula, brought the company at Benton and one of the two companies
at Camp Baker up to Shaw, and with them and one of the two companies previously at Shaw started for Missoula. on the 28th. Before
this, however, a rumor reached Captain Rawn, commanding at Missoula, that the hostile Indians were on the Lo-Lo trail, and on the
18th of July be sent out on the trail a small reconnoitering p11rty, under
command of Lieutenant Woodbridge. On the 21st another small party,
under Lieutenant Coolidge, was sent out. From information obtained
by these parties, Captain Rawn became convinced of the truth of the
rumors which had reached bim, and determined to endeavor to bold the
Lo-Lo Pass and prevent the passage of the Indians into the Bitter~
Root Valley. The following extract from his annual report gives his
operations in detail:
TIEADI.:WARTER

POST NEAR MISSOULA,

September 30, 1877.
SIR:

*

.,.

. Information having reached me that the hostile Nez Perces were coming in this direction,
~m Lo-Lo Pass, . econd Lieut. Francis Woodbridge, eventh Infantry, with four enh t d men, wa. d1rected .to mov~ that way, for the p~rpose of reconnoitering the movemen'
of lh nemy and reporhng theu approach. He (L1eutenant 'Voodbridge) and party I ft
her on he 1 th of July, and having waited until the 21st of July, without receiving any
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intelligence from him in regard to the Indians, I, on that date, ordered First Lieut. C. A.
Coolidge to proceed to the pass, and penetrate as far through it as he prudently could, furnishing me with any news of moment which might come to his knowledge. He was ac.companied by one soldier and a small party of citizen volunteers. On the 22d he came
up with Lieutenant Woodbridge and party, who was returning toward Missoula, having
scouted the Lo-Lo as far as Clearwater. On that day a half-breed, who had been a prisoner in the Nez Perce eamp, but who managed to escape therefrom, caught up with the
detachments in the pass, and gave information as to the whereabouts of the Indians and
the route they were to travel. Lieutenant Woodbridge dispatched a courier to me with the
news, which I received on the same day. The truth of this report was soon made manifest,
and spread such alarm in the Bitter-Root Valley that companies were organized to repel the
Indians.
The people of Missoula also formed volunteer associations for the purpose of protecting
themselves. The excitement increasing, I, on the 25th of July, with every available man
that could possibly be spared, proceeded to Lo-Lo, entrenched my command in what I considered the most defensible and least-easily flanked part of the canon between the Indians
and Bitter Root Valley. This was about eight miles from the mouth of the canon, and two
miles from camp of hostiles. My intentions were, with my force, five commissioned officers and thirty enlisted men, and assisted by the citizen volunteers, to compel the Indians to
-surrender their arms and ammunition, and to dispute their passage, by force of arms, into
Bitter Root Valley.
On the 27th of July, I had a talk with Chiefs Joseph, White Bird, and Looking-Glass,.
who proposed, if allowed to pass unmolested, to march peaceably through the Bitter Root
Valley; but I refused to allow them to pass unless they complied with my stipulations as to
the surrender of their arms. For the purpose of gaining time for General Howard's forces
to get up and for General Gibbon to arrive from Shaw, I appointed a meeting for the 28th
with Lookiug-Glass, accompanied by one Indian and myself by Delaware Jim (interpreter),
the meeting to take place in open prairie, and not within range of the rifles of their whole
-camp. The m(:'eting was had accordingly, but I submitted to him the same conditions as
before, to wit, that if he wished to enter the valley they must disarm and dismount, surrendering all stock. Looking-Glass said he would talk to his people, and would tell me what
they said at 9 a. m. the next day. Distrusting him, I would not agree to that hour, but proposed 12. m. We separated without agreement. Nothing satisfactory having resulted from
the conference, I returned to the breastworks, expecting to be attacked. In the mean time
that portion of the volunteers (some one hundred or more) who represented Bitter Root Valley, hearing that the Nez Perces promised to pass peaceably through it, determined that no
act of hostility on their part should provoke the Indians to a contrary measure, and without
leave left in squads of from one to a dozen. . On the 28th, the Indians moved from the canon
to the hills, ascending t.be side one-half mile in my front, passed my flank, and went into
the Bitter Root Valley. As soon as I found they were passing around me, and hearing that
they had attacked a rear-guard I had established to prevent desertions, I abandoned the
breastworks, formed skirmish line am·oss the canon with my regulars and such of the volunteers as I could control, and advanced in the direction the Indians had gone. They did not
.accept a fight, but retreated again into Bitter Root. At the mouth of Lo-Lo, and before
reaching it, all the volunteers had left me but a dozen or twenty Missoula men, and I was
o~liged to return to this post. Some of the people at Stevensville and at Corvallis treated
WJth these Indians for everything they desired, whisky included (in one case ammunition).

*

*

*

*

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

*

*

*

CHAS. C. RA WN,
Captain Seventh Infantry, Commanding Pust.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

The company from Fort Ellis reached Missoula on the 29th of July.
,Colonel Gibbon, with his three 3ompanies, having taken a direct trail
across the mountains by way of Cadotte's Pass, and having made a very
rapid march, reached the same place on the 3d of -~ugust. On the next
day, August 4, with the six companies thus concentrated and a small
party of citizen volunteers, he took up the pursuit of the Nez Perces.
The following is Colonel Gibbon's report of his operations, including his
most gallant action with the much superior force of Indians opposed to
him:
HEADQUARTERS! DISTRICT OF MONTANA,

Fort Shaw. Mont., September 2, 1877 .
. Sr~ : I have the honor to submit the following report of recent military operations in this
d1stnct:
Upon telegraphic information that the hostile Nez Perces had started eastward over
the Lo Lo trail, I ordered one of the companies at Camp Baker (D) and the company

502

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

at Fort Benton (F), with the exception of six men, to move at once to Fort Shaw. They
were concentrated there on the 27th of July. The next day, with company K and every
man to be spared from the post, the command, numbering eight officers and seventy·
six men, commenced the march for Missoula, via Cadotte's Pass, with pack-mules. The
distance (150 miles) was accomplished in seven days, the command reaching the new
post at Missoula late in the afteruoon of the 3d of August, in wagons sent out to meet it.
preceded the day before by myself and the mounted detachment under Lieut. .Tames H.
Bradley. The Nez Perces, with a large herd of horses, had, on the 28th ultimo, succeeded in avoiding Captain Rawn's little command, by marching around it, and had turned
up the valley of the Bitter Root. They were then leisurely moving up the valley, halting
for a day or two at a time to trade off to the inhabitants their stolen stock and plunder for
fresh horses, food, and supplies of all kinds, including ammunition. 'l'he pitiful spectacle
was presented of these red-banded plunderers, fresh from the slaughter of the peaceful settlers of a neighboring Territory, being furnished by the citizens of Montana with fresh supplies, which enabled them to continue their flight and their murderous work in other parts of
this Territory. One bright exception stands out in bold relief to what appears to have been
the rule in the lowfilr part of Bitter Root Valley. Mr. Young, of Corvallis, refused to barter
for their blood-money, closed his store, and dared them to do their worst.
·
On the 4th, with my command re-enforced with seven officers and all the men to be spared
from Captain Rawn's command (which had been in the mean time strengthened by G Company, Seventh Infantry, and every available man to be spared from Fort Ellis), I left thepost at one o'clock with fifteen officers and one hundred and forty-six men, in wagons, and
moved to Stevensville, which we reached about nine o'clock, a distance of some 25 miles. The.
next day we made 30 miles, and were joined by a number of citizens from the Upper Valley,
who volunteered as scouts, and to join us in the fight if we should overtake the Indians. I
bad been informed that beyond a certain point it. would be impracticable to take wagons, and,
therefore, brought along our pack-mules and pack-saddles, intending, when the time came,
to cut loose from our wagons and take to the packs; but on this day I was fortunate enough
io secure the services of Mr. Joe Blodgett, a man thoroughly acquainted with the country,
who assured me that be had brought lightly-loaded wagons over the trail all the way from
Bannock, and that it was a passable, although a difficult road. The road was excellent
until we commenced to climb the divide separating us from Ross Hole, at the extreme upper
end of the Bitter Root Valley. Here the ascent was so steep, rugged, and crooked that we
were compelled to halt at night-fall and make a dry camp before reaching the summit, having succeeded in making during the day only 24 miles. The next day (7th) we were four
hours in reaching the summit, and succeeded in making only 13t miles, with a still
the greater ascent before us for the next day. We had up to this time been passing regularly
Indian camping grounds, which showed that they were moving at the rate of about 12 or 14
miles a day ; so that if we could continue to double the distance, the question of overtaking
the enemy was simply one of time. No accurate estimate of their strength could be made,
as many of them occupied simple brush shelters. It was observed, also, that the teepeepoles, always left standing in their camps, were collected each night for temporary purposes,
and no signs of teepee-poles nor travois for wounded were seen on the trail. The best estimate of the1r strength I could obtain from the inhabitants of the valley gave them two hundred and sixty warriors, all of whom were well armed, and with a plentiful supply of ammunition.
On camping at the foot of the main divide of the Rocky Mountains on the evening of the
7th, Lieutenant Bradley, who had been sent in advance during the day with his mounted
men and a small party of citizens, offered to make a night march, if possible overtake
the camp, and make an attempt to stampede the herd, which every indication showed
was very large. Some twenty-five of the citizens volunteered to accompany him ; as did also
Lieut. J. W. Jacobs, regimental quartermaster, Seventh Infantry; his nephew, Mr. S. J. Her·
ron, of Kentucky; Sergeant Wilson, I Company, Seventh Infantry; and Bostwick, the postguide of Fort Shaw. In ·accordance with this suggestion, Lieutenant Bradley, with his command, amounting to some sixty men, was ordered to push forward during the night and try
to strike the camp before daylight.
The next morning the main body resumed the marcb at five o'clock and at once commenced to ascend the formidable barrier in its front, the difficulties of the road being increased
by the quantities of fallen timber which had to be removed or got around. Our wagons were
yery lightly loaded, and by doubling teams and using the men at drag-ropes we succeeded
m reaching the summit, a distance of about two miles, in six hours. From thence a gentle
incline led for over 20 miles down into the Big Hole Basin. But the road was much obtructed by fallen timber and a difficult stream, with abrupt banks, which we were obliged to
cross numerous times. Here the services of our excellent guide, Joe Blodgct, were most
valuable, and but for him we could not possibly have made even the time we did. Before
we h~d reached the summit I received a courier from Lieutenant Bradley, informing me that
~~e d1 lance he had to pa s over was greater than supposed, and that dt~ovlight had overtaken
liD ~e~o!e bu had BUCC eded in r~aching the cam_P of the Indians.
We pushed ahead withb~t w_aJhog.to rest or feed the am~als, and laterm t~e day I received another mes age from
Im, mformmg me that he had d1 covered the locatiOn of the Iudi11u camp, had concealed
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his command_in the bills, and was awaiting my arrival. Fearing the Indians would discover him, I left the train und er charge of one company (Logan's) to come on as fast as possible, and started forward with the rest of the command and the mountain. howitzer; but
with all the speed we could make, it was nearly sunset before we reached Lieutenant Bradley's position, and the Indian camp was still four or :five miles distant. The train was now
brought up, closely parked amid the brush of the little valley down which we were traveling, and the animals turned out to rest and feed. No fires were built, and after posting
pickets, all laid down to rest until eleven o'clock. At that hour the eommand, now co~
sisting of seventeen officers, one hundred and thirt,v-two men, and thirty-four citizens,
started down the trail on foot, each man being provided with ninety rounds of ammunition.
The howitzer could not accompany the column in consequence of the quantity of fallen timber obstructing the trail and the noise which would have to be made in removing it. Orders
were, therefore, given that at early daylight it should start after us with a pack-mule, loaded
with two thousand rounds of extra ammunition. The thirty-four citizens who volunteered
to accompany us being joined to Lieutenant Bradley's command, the advance was given to
him, and the column moved in silence down the trail, the night being clear and starlight.
After proceeding about three miles the country opened out into the Big Hole Basin, and still
following the trail, guided by one of the citizens who knew the locality, we turned to the
left, and following along the low foot-bills, soon came in sight of fires. After proceeding
about a mile from where we emerged from the mountains we passed through a point of
timber projecting into the valley, and just beyond encountered a large herd of ponies grazing
upon the bill-side. As we silently advanced they commenced neighing, but fortunately did
not become alarmed, and hy the time we had passed through the herd the outline of the
teepees could be made out in the bottom below. The command was now halted and all laid
down to wait for daylight. Here we waited for two hours in plain hearing of the barking
dogs, crying of babies, and other noises of the camp. Just before daylight Sanno's company and then Comba's were . sent down into the valley and deployed as skirmishers. As
day began to break and enable me to make out the ground beneath us, I found that the
teepees, in the form of an open V, with the apex toward us, extended along the opposite
side of a large creek 'SOme two or three hundred yards from us.
The intervening space between the camp and the foot of the slope upon which we stood
was almost entirely covered with a dense growth of willow brush in the grassy spaces between which herds of ponies were grazing. A deep slough, with water in places waist
?eep, wound through this bottom from right to left, and had to be crossed before the stream
Itself could be reached. As the light increased Comba and Sanno were ordered to move
forward, then Bradley and his citizens on the left, with Rawn and Williams in support. All
p_usbed in perfect silence, while now scarcely a sound issued from the camp. · Suddenly a
smgle shot in the extreme left rang out on the clear morning air, followed quickly by several
others, and the whole line pushed rapidly forward through the brush. Logan's company
being sent in on the run on the extreme right, a heavy fire was at once opened along the
whole line of the teepees, the startled Indians rushing from them in every direction, atld for
a few moments no shots were returned. Comba and Sanno first struck the camp at the apex
fo the V, crossed thema in stream, and delivered their fire at close range into the teepees
and the Indians as they passed from them. Many of the Indians broke at onee for the brush,
and sheltering themselves behind the creek bank, opened fire on the troops as they came into
the open ground. This was especially the case on the right or upper end of tb~ camp where
the creek made a bend toward our line. As Logan and the right of the line swept forward
our men found themselves directly at the backs of these Indians, and here the greatest
slaughter took place. In less than twenty minutes we had complete possession of the whole
camp, and orders were given to commence destroying it. But the Indians had not given
up the :fight, and while a portion of the command was engaged in setting fire to the teepees,
other portions were occupied in replying to the rifle-shots which now came upon us from
every direction-the brush, the creek-Lank, the open prairie, and the distant hills. ThP. fire
from these latter positions, although at long range, was by far the most deadly, and it soon
became evident that the enemy's sharp-shooters, hidden behind trees, rocks, &c., possessed
an immense advantage over us, in so much that we could net compete with them. At
almost every crack of a rifle from the distant hills some member of the command was sure
to fall. My acting adjutant, Lieut. C. A. ·woodruff, and myself, with our horses, were
wounded at this time. Under these circumstances the only remedy was to take up some
position where we would be more on an equality with the enemy. Orders were, therefore,
reluctantly given to withdraw, through the brush, to a position under the bill from which
we bad first started, and then push for the timber through which we had passed in the night.
This movement was successfully accomplished, such of our wounded as we could find being
carried with us, and the few Indians who occupied the timber being driven out. Here we
took up our position, and sheltering ourselves behind the trees, fallen logs, &c., replied to
the fire of the sharp-shooters, who soon gathered around us, occupying the brush below and
the timber above. For a time their fire was very close and deadly, and here Lieutenant
English received a mortal wound, Captain Williams was struck a second time, and a large
number of men killed and wounded. The Indians crawled up as closely as they dared to
come, and with yellf! of encouragement urged each other on; but our men met them with
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a bold front, and our fire, as we afterward lea~ned by the blood and dead Indians found,
punished them severely.
Just as we took up our position in the timber two shots from our howitzer on the trail
above us were heard, and we afterward learned that the gun and pack-mule with ammunition were on the road to us intercepted by the Indians.
The non-commissioned officers in charge, Sergeants Daly and Frederics and Corporal Sales,
made the best resistance they could, whilst the two privates cowardly fled at the first appear·
ance of danger, and never stopped until they had put a hundred miles hetween themselves
and the battle-field, spreading, of course, as such cowards always do, when they reached
the settlements, the most exaggerated reports of the dire calamity whhlh had overtaken the
entire command. The piece was fired twice, and as the Indians closed around it the men
used their rifles. Corporal Sales was killed, the two sergeants wounded, the animals shot
down, and private John 0. Bennett, the driver, entangled in their fall. Cutting himself
loose, he succeeded in reachJng the brush and escaped to the train, which the two sergeants,
Blodgett, the guide, and William, a colored servant of Lieutenant Jacobs, also reached. In
the mean time our fight in the timber continued, with more or less activity, all <;lay. But
every hour' was increasing the strength of our position, when a new danger threatened us.
A strong wind was blowing from the west, and, taking advantage of this, the Indians ~et
fire to the grass, intending, doubtless, to follow up the fire and make a dash upon us whilst
we were blinded by the dense smol{e. But, fortunately, the grass was too green to burn
rapidly, and before the fire reached any of the dead timber lying about us it went out. The
Indians remained around us, firing occasionally nearly all night. They bad, however,
broken camp immediately after we abandoned it, and sent off their women, children, and
herds in a southerly direction. During the night I sent a runner to the train, and two othe;s
to Deer Lodge, via French's Gulch, for medical assistance and supplies, fearing our tram
had been captured. This fear was increased early the next morning, on the arrival of a
courier from General Howard, who said he had seen nothing of it. He had passed it in
the darkness of the night without seeing it. Later in the day we communicated with the
train; but the Indians, in small parties, still appearing in the interval which separated us
from it, I sent Captain Browning, with twenty-five men, to bring it in, and it reached us
just before sundown, bringing us our much-ne€'ded blankets and provisions, not, however,
until we bad partially consumed the flesh of Lieutenant Woodruff's horse, brought wounded
to our positi:m aud conveniently killed by the Indians inside our lines. The Indians gave
us a parting shower of bullets about eleven o'clock that night, and we saw no more of them
afterward.
Parties were sent out on the 11th to bury the dead, all of whom were foand, recognized,
and decently interred; and to recover the howitzer, which was found concealed in the brush,
the carriage-wheels being carried off. At 10 a.m., General Howard reached my camp, hav
ing pushed forward with a. small escort under the belief that he was coming to a sorely be·
leaguered party; and the next morning his medical officers arrived and gave to our suffering
wounded the much-needed attendance. The following day (13th), having assigned to duty
with General Howard, to aid in the pursuit, fifty men of my command, under Captain Browning and Lieutenants Wright and Van Orsdale, all of whom volunteered for the service, I
left the battlefield, with the wounded and the balance of the command, for Deer Lodge,
over QO miles distant. I reached that place on the 15th, and the command the next day, .
thanks to the spontaneous assistance promptly forwarded to us by the citizens of Helena,
Deer Lodge, and Butte.
In closing this report, I desire to speak in the most commendatory terms of the conduct of
both officers and men (with the exception of the two cowards who deserted the howitzer).
With the exception of Captain Logan and Lieutenant Bradley, both of whom were killed
very early in the action, every officer came under my personal observation at some time or
other during the fight, and where all were so active, zealous, and courageous, not only in
the~selves fighting and in cheering on the men, but in prompt obedience to every order, I
find It out of the question to make any attempt at discrimination, and will simply mention
the names of those who were presen t in the battle. They were:
Captains C. C. Rawn, Richard Comba, George L. Browning, J. M. J. Sanno, Constant
Williams (wounded twice), and William Logan (killed); First Lieuts. C. A. Coolidge
(wounded three times), James H. Bradley, (killed), J. W. Jacobs, Regimental Quarter·
master, Allan H. Jackson, George H. Wright, and William L. English (mortally wounded,
a._nd since dead); and Second Lieuts. C. A. Woodruff. acting adjutant, (wounded three
bme ), J. T. Van Orsdale, E. E. Hardin, and Francis Woodbridge.
For the officers engaged in this sharp little affair I have nothing to ask, and am unable to
persuade ~~self to ask for that next thing to nothing, a. brevet. But I earnestly urge that
the authonttes may ask of Congress the enactment of a special law giving officers below the
grade o~ field-officers and soldiers wounded in battle the same increase of pay as they are
now enlltled to for every five years of service, the law to go into effect from the commencem nt of the present fiscal year.
A complete li~t of e:asualties is. appended to this. report, showing a. loss of the aggregate
n:ai d (1 I), mcludmg the how1tzer party, of 29 kllled and 40 wounded. Captain Comba,
0 a charge of our burial party, reporta 3 dead Indians found on the field, and six
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more dead warriors were found in a ravine some distance from the battle· field after the command left there.
First Lieut. Henry M. Benson reached Fort,Shaw from sick leave the day after the command left tbere; altogether not fit for duty, he started the same day and endeavored to overtake the command, but failed. He then started for Missoula by stage, and finally reported
to me at Deer Lodge, August 15. At his earnest solicitation I ordered him down on the
stage-road to take charge of such militia organizations as he found there and to report to
General Howard. This he did, was attached to Captain Norwood's company, Second Cavalry,
went into action with it on the 20th of August, and while gallantly fighting, was wounded,
thus adding one more to the casualties in the regiment.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
JOHN GIBBON,
Colonel Seventh Infantry, Commanding.
The AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Department of Dakota, Saint Pout, Minn.

I think that no one can rea.d this report from Colonel Gibbon without
feelings of great admiration for him, for his officers, for his men, a.nd
for the citizen volunteers who fought wHh them; but with the admiration which their ga.lla.ntry, resolution, a.nd devotion excites, other feelings will mingle. There can be no doubt that ha.d the troops under
Colonel Gibbon's .c ommand numbered three hundred men instead of one
hundred and forty-two, the Nez Perces wa.r would ha.ve ended then and
there. Had the Seventh Infantry been maintained a.t even the minimum strength of a.n efficient regiment, the six companies engaged would
have been sufficient to accomplish the complete overthrow of tile enemy.
It is painful to contemplate the famous Seventh Infantry, a. regiment
whose history is interwoven with tha.t of the country from the battle of
New Orleans to the present hour, so attenuated that with more than ha.lf
of its companies present it could take into action but one hundred a.nd
forty-two men. And it is equally painful to behold its colonel, recently
a. major-general and a. distinguished corps commander, reduced to the
necessity of fighting, rifle in hand, as a. private soldier, a.nd compelled by
a. sense of duty to lead a. mere squad of men as a forlorn-hope against a
savage enemy from whom defeat would have been destruction.
The history of the pursuit of the Nez Perces immediately a.fter the action at Big Hole Pass belongs properly to the report of Brigadier-Gen.
eral Howard, commanding the Department of the Columbia, but some
f'ew troops belonging to this department were with General Howard, and
others were moving to check the Indians in their flight, I therefore quote
the following sketch of these operations from Colonel Gibbon's aunual
report:
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF MONTANA,
FoTt Shaw, Montana, Octob1r 18, 1877.
SrR:
*
*
The hostile Nez Perces, after leaving the Big Hole battlefield, proceeded south past the town
of Bannock, murdering settlers and stealing stock as they went; crossed the main divide
of the Rocky Mountains east of Fort Lambie, then moved across the divide again at Henry's
Lake, down to the Madison River, up that stream to the Geyser Basin, through that to the
Yellowstone River. This stream they crossed below Yellowstone Lake and moved down
the right bank of the stream to the East Fork; then, after some delay, up that to the bead of
Clark's Fqrk and down that to the Yellowstone. On the receipt of information that Colonel
Sturgis, with a part of the Seventh Cavalry, was on his way from the Lower Yellowstone,
to the Judith Basin, and that the Nez Perces, in front of General Howard, had erossed the
Corinne road south of Pleasant Valley, I sent, August 17, two dispatches to Colonel Sturgis
to move with all speed to Fort Ellis, hoping to get him there in time to move up the Yellowstone River, and head off the Indians before they crossed to the eastward of that stream ;
but my dispatches did not reach him until he had arrived on the Musselshell. His advance,
which was one day ahead of him, under Lieutenant Doane, Second Cavalry, with Lieutenant
De_Rudi~'s company, Seventh Cavalry, and a party of Crow scouts, pushed at once for Fort
Elhs, whiCh was reached on the 26th of August, and on the 27th, Lieutenant Doane was ordered by telegraph to push up the Yellowstone to the bridge at the mouth of East Fork,
cross that, and feel for the Indians up the right bank of the Yellowstone. On the same day
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information having been received that Colonel Sturgis had reached the Crow agency orders
were dispatched to him to push up to the head of Clark's Fork, and he accordingly left the
fort C. F. Smith road, to go up that stream, on September 3. In the mean time Lieutenant
Doane, in obedience to his oders, proceeded with his command up the Yellowstone, when,
on approaching Gardiners River, on the 2d of September, he found himself in the presence
of some of the hostiles. Here he was overtaken by Lieutenant-Colonel Gilbert, Seventh Infantry, who had been sent out under special instructions from Fort Ellis, with Norwood's
company of cavalry, with directions to take command of Lieutenant Doane's party and communicate with General Howard ; then to govern himself according to the instructions of the
General of the Army and General Howard. This command was then turned back 12 miles.
deflected to the westward, and after passing through a very rough and difficult country
struck the trail of General.Howard's column in the Geyser Basin and followed it over to and
dow n Clark's Fork from whence it returned to Fort Ellis, having failed to overtake General
Howard.
The Indians, after crossing the Yellowstone River, came down the right bank as far as
Baronette's bridge, which they burned, and then moved slowly up the East Fork. Striking
the head of Clark's Fork on the 4th, General Howard repaired the bridge and crossed it on
the fifth ~ontinuing t~e pursuit. *
*
*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN GIBBON,
Colonel Seventh Infantry, Commanding.
AssiSTANT AoJUTANT-G ENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn. ·

On the 2d of August, Captain Norwood, with Company L of the Second Cavalry, which had been detailed to escort the General of the Army
from the mouth of the Bighorn to Fort Ellis, reached the last-name.d
place. On the 8th, in obedience to orders from Colonel Gibbon, he left
that post 'to join Colonel Gibbon's column. On reaching it, be was ordered to report to General Howard, of whose column his command
formed a part until it reached Camas Creek, where he and the cavalry
of General Howard's force proper were engaged with the Nez Perces.
Lieutenant Benson, of the Seventh Infantry, who had been attached to
Captain Norwood's company, was with him in this action, and while
rendering valuable service was severely wounded. Six enlisted men
were also wounded, two of them mortally.
Captain Norwood himself received from General Howard warm and
generous praise for his gallantry and excellent service. Captain Norwood returned to Fort Ellis on the 29th of August. His report is herewith appended. In that portion of Colonel Gibbon's annual report
which I have quoted above reference is made to the efforts of Lieutenant-Colonel Gilbert, of the Seventh Infantry, to join General Howard.
It should be added that Lieutenant-Colonel Gilbert left Fort Ellis on
the 31st of August with Company L of the Second Cavalry, now under
command of Lieutenant Schofield, and that it was with this company, in
addition to the force under Lieutenant Doane, that he fo11owed General
Howard's trail.
The course of events now leads us back to the district of the Yellowstone. On the 3d of August, before it was known that the Nez Perces
were moving toward this department, orders were sent to Colonel Miles
to send the three companies of the Second Cavalry, which still remained
with him, back to Fort Ellis. This order, however, could not be obeyed
immediately, for these troops had previously been sent on a distant reconnai sance and could not be reached. Subsequent events led to the
revocation of the order. On the 30th, after the news of the action of
the Big Hole Pa s had beeu received, General Miles was directed to
end the Se enth Cavalry, or a large part of it, to the west to intercept
the ez P rce if they should move toward the valleys of the Yellowt ne and :Mu el hell. Colonel Miles, however, had anticipated this
rd r by nding, on the 3d, one company of the Seventh Cavalry, under
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Lieutenant De Rudio, and a strong party of friendly Crow Indians, the
whole under the command of Lieutenant Doane, of the Second Cavalry,
to the Musselshell, and, on the 11th, by ordering Colonel Sturgis, of the
Seventh Cavalry, with six companies of his regiment-a force of about
three hundred and sixty men-to move in the same direction. Colonel
Sturgis marched on the 13th, proceeding up the Yellowstone. The fol·
lowing is Colonel Sturgis's report of his march and his subsequent opera·
tions both before ·and after joining General Howard:
To Lieut. G. W. BAIRD,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Yellowstone Command,
Post No. 1, Tongue River, Montana.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the troops of
my command, made in pursuance of instructions from headquarters Yellowstone command,
dated at Post No.1, Tongue River, Montana, August 11, 1877, and to say that this unseemly
delay is altogether due to severe illness, which has rendered me, up to this time, wholly
incapable of any kind of work.
It may be proper here to say that I left Fort Lincoln with eleven companies of my regiment.
on the 3d of May, for operations on the Yellowstone Ri\'er, marching by way of Fort Buford,
and arriving at Cedar Creek, in the vicinity of Tongue River, on the last day of May. Here
my command was halted for some days, and employed scouting the country north of the
Yellowstone, with the view of discovering the movements and intentions of Sitting Bull.
Here Captain McDougall's company (B, Seventh Cavalry) was permanently detachid for
duty with Major Lazelle, then operating south of the Yellowstone. The remaining companies were kept in almost constant motion up to the lOth of August, when I received orders
to move to a point opposite Tongue River post, where, on the next day, I received instructions to march with six of my companies for Judith Gap, a point some 250 miles farther
west, for the purpose of intercepting the Nez Perces should they attempt to form a junction
with Sitting Bull by way of the Judith Basin. It was expected that I would make the
distance in ten days. The evening before starting, the 11th, I dispatched Lieut. E. B.
Fulier, accompanied by three enlisted men, toward Fort Ellis, with instructions to reach
the post (a distance of 350 miles) within five days; and then placing himself in communication with the authorities of Montana, to forward to me by courier, while en 1'0ute, such
information as he might gather concerning the movements of the Nez Perces. 'J;'o avoid
the necessity of referring to this matter again, I will say here that the energetic and intelligent manner in which my instructions were carried out by this promising young officer eminently justifie;d his selection for that hazardous and important duty. On the morning of
the 12th August my command was put in motion and consisted of companies H, I, F, M, G,
and L, commanded respectively by Captains Benteen, Nowlan, Bell, and French, and
Lieutenants Wallace and Wilkinson, numbering (in round numbers) about three hundred
and sixty men, and divided into two battalions, commanded respectively by Maj. Lewis
Merrill and Capt. !<,, W. Benteen. Only sufficient rations and forage were taken to last to
the mouth of the Bighorn, as a steamer was dispatched to meet us at that point with supplies for our further advance. On reaching Porcupine Creek, a courier overtook me with
information from Col. N. A. Miles that the steamer was aground, and I would have to
depend for supplies on the new post being established on the Little Bighorn. My quartermaster, Lieutenant Varnum, was at once sent forward to arrrange for the rapid transfer of
the necessary supplies to the north bank of the river, so as to avoid all delay on our arrival
at that point. The distance from the Yellowstone, however, to the new post was 35 miles,
and in spite of the energy with which Lieutenant Varnum went to work, the supplies could
not be gotten to the river in time to meet us. Leaving the supplies to follow, we moved on, by
way of Pompey's Pillar, and reached the Musselshell River on the evening of the 19th. In
the mean time I bad sent forward an order to Lieutenant Doane, Second Cavalry, who was
operating on that river with one company of my regiment ( Compny E, Lieutenant De Rudio)
and a large body of Crow Indians, to move up the river and join me at the Gap. Before
reaching the Musselshell, I received a note from Lieutenant Doane informing me that he had
already moved up the river and was scouting toward the Gap. With this information, and
knowing that I was within supporting distance of him, I lay over one day to allow the supply train to overtake us, which it did on the evening of the 20th.
Soon after leaving camp on the morning of the 21st, a courier reached me from Lieutenant
Fuller, bringing information which satisfied me that the Nez Perces were still in the vicinity
of the Camas Plains, and I at once turned south and marche~ for the Yellowstone, aiming
to reach that river near the mouth of the Still water, with a. view to taking up a central position where we might guard the various passes by which the Indians might attempt to
debouch from the mountains, all the way from the lower canon of the Yellowstone clear
around to Clark's Fork and the Stinking River, a distance of some 250 miles. Lieutenant
Doane was informed of this movement, and I left it optional with him, either to join my
command or return to the special service which had been assigned him by General
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Miles. Lieutenant Doane, however, did neither, but moved at once in the direction of Fort
Ellis. On learning this, I sent him orders to take up a position at the lower canon of the
Yellowstone, keeping his Indian scouts well advanced toward the park, an~ in case the
hostiles should move eastward, to join me rapidly; but in case they should come down the
The mouth of the StillYellowstone, to send me word to that effect and I would join him.
water being on the line of travel as well as on the mail-route, I lay over one day in the hope
of gathering definite information as to the location and movements of the hostiles, and securing the services of some guides familiar with the country along Clark's Fork and Stinking
River, but without success. However, I found two men, J. J, Groff and J. S. Leonard, who
had an Indian boy with them, and who had been engaged in prospecting among the mountains for gold. These three I employed as scouts, and sent them to examine the headwaters
of Clark's Fork and Stinking River, with instructions to penetrate the park until they could
bring me definite information in regard to the hostile Indians. These being very bright and
intelligent mountain men, I had considerable confidence in their ability to bring back reliable
information by which our future movements might be governed; and in anticipation of their
early return, I crossed the Yellowstone next day and moved up to the Crow agency. Just
before starting a courier arrived from Fort Ellis, bringing a telegram from Colonel Gibbon,
at Helena, approved by the General of the Army, directing me to "march rapidly up the
Yello~stone." This movement would so manifestly have placed my command in the :ear
not only of the Nez Perces, but also in the rear of General Howard, that I was constramed
to believe the telegram was written under a misapprehension of my locality, and I replied
to it accordingly. All which I had the honor to communicate to you at the time.
By the 27th I had succeeded in securing the services of six Crow Indians, and a Frenchman named Rook (or Rogue) whom I placed in charge of them; all of whom were recommended as reliable and trusty scouts. These I sent forward to reconnoiter the headwaters
of Clark's Fork and the Stinking River with orders to ke.ep going until they should discover
the Nez Perces. Having now two separate and distinct sets of scouts in the field, I determined to remain in this central position until some of them should return, or until I should
receive from other sources some definite information upon which to act. On the 26th (or
27th) I received (by courier from Fort Ellis) a telegram from General Howard, dated the
25th, at Virginia City, Mont., informing me that ''the hostiles would cross the Stinking
River at a point 100 miles southeast of the Crow agency." This, I may say here, was the
only communication I ever received from General Howard until after our forces had been
united, although he sent many which were received long after and whilst we were encamped
together on Musselshell River. On the 29th a letter reached me from Lieutenant Doane,
written at Fort Ellis and dated the 27th, and informing me of his intention to march on the
29th for the Upper Yellowstone unless he should in the mean time receive orders to the con·
trary. By this letter it was plain that that officer was not occupying the position to
which he had been assigned at the lower canon of the Yellowstone, and I at once sent
a courier to overtake him, with orders to return to the canon and there carry out the
instructions he bad already received. He was informed at the same time that by pursuing
the course he proposed, he would find himself and his command hopelessly in rear of the Nez
Perces. Lieutenant Doane did not return, however, some of the authorities in Montana
having assumed to give him orders counter to mine. The sequel proved how very ill-advised
his movement was, as his command was thrown, as I predicted it would be, utterly and hopelessly to the rear, and so far as I have been advised, took no further part in the campaign.
Nor was this the only evil result of such cruel interference with my orders and plans ; by it
I was deprived of the information which I expected and which I ought to have received from
his large body of Indian scouts. Besides, if he bad remained where I had posted him and
joined me as he had been directed, when he found the hostiles moving eastward, I not only
would have bad the benefit of his personal knowledge of the country (which was superior
to that of any other individual in that country) but my force would have been so augmented
as to justify my dividing it so as to occupy both the Stinking River and Clark's Fork passes
~t the same time, and thus, in all human probability, the campaign would have been ended
ngbt there.
_I was loath to leave the agency until I should learn something of the hostiles, lest they
mtght yet pass down the Yellowstone by way of the lower canon or seek to cross it by way
of Boulder Pass, which lies betweP.n the lower canon and the Crow agency; but as the days
passed and none of my scouts returned, I began to fear the Indians might be moving east·
w~rd and in their march had fallen in with the scouts and destroyed them. (The sequel shows
tbts to have been the case with Groff, Leonard, and the Indian boy, whom I had sent for·
ward from the mouth of the Stillwater. 'rhey fell in with the Nez Perces on the East Fork
of the Yellowstoce, where the Indian boy was killed and Groff wounded ; Leonard escaped,
but was killed afterward in attempting to return to my command.) On the 31st August,
tb refore, we left the agency and marched for the canon of Clark's Fork. While at the
a"'ency I had tried to secure the services of a considerable number of Crows for scouting purpo. • but had been un uccessful, inasmuch as nearly all the men were absent bunting. The
a~ nt, however, (Mr. Fro t), who, by the way, did all he could with thelimited means at his
1 ~j · al to render u material~ istance, promised to sen? after us as many as he could per·
ua to accomp ny Ui1 a rap1dly as they should come m, and we were thus joined by a
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few from day to day, until the number on our reaching the canon amounted to about thirty ;
but they were without a leader and altogether worthless. It was during this march that I
had the honor to inform you, by courier, of my proposed plan of operations; that in case I
should learn tl)at the hostiles had moved up the East Fork of the Yellowstone, tben .I would
move up the canon of Clark's Fork, going on if necessary until we should encounter them
in the Soda Butte Pass; otherwise I would establish my camp near Heart Mountain, and
from that central point observe the outlets both on the Stinking River and Clark's Fork, all
depending on the information I might receive in the mean time. All this was based upon
the presumption that the information I bad been able to gather concerning the country in
the vicinity of the mountains was correct. I had no guides who had ever been in that portion of the country, nor had I been able to procure any, and the information I had received
proved to be so inaccurate as to be wholly unreliable. I bad, for example, been assured that
the trail down Clark's Fork led through the canon (in which case a large number of Indians
might be held at bay by a very small force), but there was no such trail at all. I had been
assured that the distance between the canon of Clark's Fork and the outlet of the Stinking
River trail was twenty miles over a good country for wagons and artillery; whereas the
di~tance proveJ to be forty-eight miles over a country so broken as to be almost impracticable even for horsemen, and so cut up by deep ravines and gullies that a force too small to
take care of itself might readily be destroyed if left eithP.r on the Stinking River or Clark's
Fork, and dependent upon re-enforcements from the vicinity of Heart Mountain.
Having reached the canon at Clark's Fork, and finding that no trail could possibly lead
through it, I determined to move up on the North Fork in the direction of what is known as
the ''Miners' Camp" toward Soda Butte Pass, by whatever route we could find. Accordingly the next day I arranged to leave my wagons and artillery and march .with pack-mules
alone. Just as we were in the act of starting a small party of Indians were espied in the
distance, some six or eight miles away, and on bringing them into camp they proved to be
the scouting party of Crows under the Frenchman, Rogue, whom I had sent out from the
agency some nine or ten days before. This party reported that they had seen no signs of
Indians, and the Frenchman, as well as all the Crows, assured me that there was no trail
leading in the direction of the Miners' Camp, and that it was altogether impossible for the
Nez Perces to penetrate the country between the Miners' Camp and where we then were.
This man having been highly recommended as a good and truthful scout, I accept~d
his statement as reliable, and went into camp, determined to watch the Stinking River
from that point, where there was plenty of grass, w bile there was very little on the Stinking
River.
·
The next day the six Crow scouts returned to the agency, taking with them the thirty
which had joined us on the march. Fearing that in case the Nez Perces ~:;hould pass by the
Miners' Camp (on the Stinking River trail) the miners might be destroyed, I wrote a letter
of caution to them and employed the man Rogue, together with a Mr. Seibert (whom we had
found prospecting in the mountains and who had been an officer in the First Missouri, and
served under me at the battle of Wilson's Creek), to take it to the miners by whatever method
or route they might choose. This was on the 5th September, and the next day, or next but
one, they fell in with General Howard's command. General Howard was thus informed of
our location, and telegraphed (very properly too,) to General McDowell that the Indians
were between his command and mine, and that he could not see how it was possible for
them to escape. Nor could they if I had known anything of the whereabouts of General
Howard; but the last I had heard of him he was at Virginia City, August 24. There could,
therefore, be no concert of action between our respective forces until communication could
be established between us; and without concert of action there could be no assurance of
success against the hostiles. The return of my scouts ought, therefore, to have been assured
beyond peradventure. My command being located at the eastern base of the mountains,
200 miles from all Rom·ces of information or communication except by courier, and with n~
knowledge of the presence of any troops but my own to guard the various passes from the
lower canon of the Yellowstone all the way around to the Stinking I{iver, a distance of
about 250 miles, it will be readily observed that I felt a great responsibility resting upon me,
and that I was liable to leave Clark's Fork at any moment, depending .altogether upon the
information that might reach me from day to day.
.
On the 6th September I sent my supply train to the agency, in charge of my quartermaster (Lieutenant Varnum) and a guard of twenty-five enlisted men, for rations which I had
requested the commanding officer at Fort Ellis to forward to that point, and at the same
time moved my command in the direc.tion of Heart Mountain. The march of this day
demonstrated how little confidence could be placed in my guides, as the country was totally
impracticable for wagons and artillery; and making a slight detour we encamped in the
mouth of the canon. From this point, two scouts were sent out to reconnoiter the country
between the Stinking River and Clark's Fork. On the morning of the 8th, Lieutenant Hare
was sent with twenty men to reconnoiter in the direction of Stinking River by way of Heart
Mountain, and at the same time Lieutenant Fuller with twenty men was sent to reconnoiter
the country along the North Fork, and, if possible, to discover a way by which the command
might reach the Miners' Camp.
About 3 o'clock p. m. Lieutenant Hare returned, reporting that when about 16 miles out
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he had come upon the two scouts previously sent out, one of them dead and the other in a
dying condition; that these scouts had been attacked by about thirty Indians (as indicated
by the pony tracks) who had come apparently from the direction of the Stinking River.
While Lieutenant HarP, was making his report Lieutenant Fuller also returned, reporting
that when about 18 miles out he had seen from the top of a high mountain what appeared to
be the hostiles, moving on the Stinking River trail, and that they had disappeared behind a
range of mountains, going in the direction of the Stinking River. Lieutenant Fuller represented the country as exceedingly rough and broken-one hill alone over which his route
lay requiring fiye hours in the ascent for his little party. The guide who accompanied him
(and who had also been engaged in prospecting among these mountains) assured me that
from the point where the Indians had disappeared behind the mountain range, it was altogether impossible for them t6 cross over to Clark's Fork, and that they must necessarily debouch on the Stinking River. To have reached the point, even had it been possible for my
command, at which the Indians had disappeared, would have required the whole of that
night and the next day; and this would have afforded the enemy ample time to gain the
open country beyond the Stinking River; and that, probably, would have been the last of
them, so far, at least, as we were concerned. ·
.
There remained, therefore, in my judgment, but one course to pursue, viz, to reach the
outlet ot the Stinking River trail in advance of the Indians, and then follow it up until we
should either encounter them or drive them back on General Howard's command, wherever
it might be. All the information I had received tended to confirm me in this view of the
situation. General Howard, in his telegram from Virginia City, said, "The Nez Perces will
cross the Stinking River 100 miles southeast of the Crow agency," and this was the precise
point toward which they were now moving. General Miles, in his letter of the 26th of
August, said, * * * "Please .move farther south than indicated in my dispatch this
morning, say to near the Stinking Water, with your pack-train, at least," &c.
All that I knew concerning the strength of the enemy bad been communicated to me by
General Miles at 'fongue River, who informed me that the General of the Army had written
him from Montana tb&.t "the Nez Perces had 400 warriors, well mounted and well armed,"
so that while my force was strong enough to meet them if kept intact, to have divided it in
order to watch both rivers would only have resulted in inevitable disaster. Had Lieutenant
Doane been allowed to carry out my instructions, he would now have been with me, and
both rivers might readily enough have been guarded at the same time .
. Having then determined that my true move was to block up the Stinking River trail, I
prepared to put it into execution at. once. Sending my wagons and artillery back to the
agency, we marched 16 miles that night, and reacbeu the point at which the trail debouches on
the Stinking River, the next evening, the distance being about 48 miles. Entering upon the
trail next morning we followed it over an exceedingly rough and mountainous country, and
on the second day (lOth) reached the point where the Indians bad turhed back and headed
for Clark's Fork, which, as it turned out, they had been able to reach, notwithstanding my
guide's assertions to the contrary.
·
Being now upon their trail, I determined to overtake them by forced marches, and so informed my officers. That day we made 34 miles, notwithstanding the rugged and precipitous mountains over which our route lay, going into camp some time after nightfall. We
were now surprised to find ourselves within a mile or two of General Howard's command,
having heard nothing from or of it since the general was at Virginia City, on the 24th of August. In a short time General Howard rode into our camp, where we entered into mutual
explanations, and had the poor satisfaction of exchanging regrets over the untoward course
which events bad taken. I now informed him of my intention to make forced marches of
50 or 60 miles a day for three or four days, in the hope of yet overtaking and bringing the
enemy to bay. General Howard was pleased with the idea, and proposed to fit out such
portion of his command as might be able to keep up with us, and have them ready to join us
in passing next morning. Accordingly, we were joiued by Lieutenant Otis, with two mountain howitzers on pack-mules, and by about 50 of Sanford's cavalry, this latter being under
the immediate command of Captain Bendire of the First Cavalry. While halting at General
Howard's camp we talked over the propriety of advising General Miles at Tl)ngue River of
the situation of affairs, in the hope that be might be able to intercE>.pt the Indians by a rapid
march still farther north, in the event of my command not overtaking and capturing them.
I informed him that General Miles was quick to act, and that, in my opinion, be would
take the field the moment he should be advised of the situation, with whatever troops he
migh~ have at hand. General. Howard said he would prepare a dispatch, in duplicate, .and
end 1t forward to me by conner, and requested me to add such suggestions as I m1ght
have .to make and forward the whole to General Miles by courier.
Th1s day ~ve made 50 miles, not reaching camp until late at night, owing to the great
number of times we had to cro s the river, and to the rain, which made the traveling heavy
f~r the ani'?als.. The nex t morning we reached the Yellowstone. Here I wrote a note to
r ~I ral Itle •.mforming_him of the si~uation of afft~.irs, and, selecting one of my most r~1
. m n ( Pnvate ulhvan), gave h1m my letter, together with General Howard's dis·
paTh ~ ( wh1~h had c~r;ne up in the mean time), with instructions to make all possible ha te
011
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the Little Bighorn, requesting him to aid the courier by every means in his power to reach
his destination at the earliest moment possible. At the same time I sent a note to a ranch- ·
man, some 20 miles below, requesting him to provide a Mackinaw boat, at whatever cost,
and send by river the duplicate dispatch which the courier would hand him. These dispatches were received by General Miles on the night of the 17th, as will appear by the followin~ letter:
"HEADQUARTERS DISTHICT YELLOWSTONE,
''September 17, 1877.
''DEAR GENERAL: Your rlispatch received to-night. I will endeavor to move in the direction I presume the Indians are moving, but I fear I ""ill be too late. It is not an easy
matter to catch or overtake a small band of Indians in this exten~ive country. Do not fail
to send me information of any movement they make at points where the couriers will be
likely to meet me.
"NELSON A. MILES."
' ' Very truly, yours,
How far these measures, taken in connection with the check received by the enemy in the
fight which ensued within the next hour or two on Canon Creek, together with the subsequent pursuit, and marching so as to keep the attention of the Indians constantly fixed upon
ourselves, and thus distracted from the direction in which General Miles was moving, may
have conduced to their ultimate capture, I will not venture to assert; but, inasmuch as they
succeeded in reaching a point within some 35 miles of the British line, in spite of all that
was done, I may be justified in saying that there is a strong probability that they would
have escaped altogether if the measures which I adopted had been in the smallest degree
less prompt or less energetic.
Crossing the Yellowstone we were soon met by one of my scouts, with the information
that the Nez Perces were in sight. The column was immediately put in motion at a trot,
Major Merrill's battalion leading, and with Lieutenant Wilkinson's company (L) as advance
guard.
.
After moving down the valley some six or seven miles, the advance encountered the enemy's skirmishers po!jted behind the crest of the first ridge, and at once dismounted and
attacked them, supported by Companies F and I, Captains Bell and Nowlan, driving them
back upon the main body, which was moving up Canon Creek toward the mouth of a deep
and rocky canon some three or four miles away, through which the creek flowed and which
appeared to be the only route by which the high plains could be reached. The valley lying
between the first ridge and the mouth of the canon was very broken, and inter~ected by
numerous and deep ravines. On reaching the crest of the first ridge with Captain Benteen's
battalion, which I bad held in reserve, I directed that officer to make a slight detour to the
left, so as to head the worst of the ravines, and thus gain what appeared to be a smooth
plain, running along the base of the farther hills, and, having gained it, to charge across
the front of Merrill's battalion, cross the creek, and cut off the herd before it should enter
the ca non. At the same time, Major Merrill was directed to mount his troops and gallop
forward so as to get beyond and in rear of Ben teen as soon as the troops of the latter should
have passed, so as to protect his left flank from the fire of the Indians who had by this time
occupied the mouth and sides of the canon in strong force. This movement of Captain Benteen was executed with great promptness and vigor, gallantly driving the enemy before him
all the way to and beyond the creek, whose steep banks in the mean time had been strongly
occupied by the enemy with the intention of disputing Ben teen's passage; these fled, however, at his approach, and took up a position among the rocks in the vicinity of the mouth
of the canon. To have crossed the creek with the purpose of getting between the herd and
the canon without protection to his exposed flank could only have resulted in failure to secure
the herd and possible destruction of his battalion, and he was compelled, per force, to halt,
as Major Menill had not been a.ble to bring his troops forward in time to afford the requisite
assistance. This failure of Merrill's troops to come up in time was due, beyond doubt, to
the fact that they had been skirmishing on foot for about three miles over broken and difficult ground, and were too much exhausted to move rapidly, while the horses, either by reason of the difficulty of leading them over such broken ground when tied together in fours, or
through some misunderstanding of their orders on the part of those having charge of them,
had become too far separated from the troops to be available in time. The enemy was thus
enabled to bring the greater portion of his herd wit.hin the canon, although in doing so he
was forced to drop some four or five hundred
The enemy now occupied the whole canon and the high ground on either side. Merrill's
battalion was now pushed forward up the canon, the enemy disputing every inch ot ground
as they were driven from gully to gully and from rock to rock. Benteen, strengthened by
Bendire's detachment of cavalry, and Otis's remaining howitzer (the other having been left
disabled in the Yellowstone), was sent to clear the heights on the west side of the canon.
In spi te of energetic efforts on the part of Lieutenant Otis, that officer was unable to render
his little gun available, as his animals were totally worn out. The Indians were now
driven steadily toward the head of the canon until it became too dark for further operati ons; and the troops, worn out and exhausted by the hard labor of the day, and the long
and weary marches, without ra tions, of the preceding four or five day F:, were withdrawn
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and went into camp near the mouth of the canon, where the field hospital had already been
established.
Accompanying this report I forward reports of my battalion commanders, to which I
would respectfully refer you for further details, as this has already reached beyond the
limits within which I bad hoped to confine it.
In the accompanying reports will be found the names of several officers and enlisted men
whose good conduct has been deemed worthy of special mention, and I take pleasure in
commending them to favorable consideration. To Lieutenants Garlington and Hare of my
staff, and Mr. S. Slocum (a young gentleman who accompanied the exhibition as an amateur and who volunteered his services) I am und·e r obligations for the gallant and indefatigable manner in which my orders were conveyed-often under a galling fire-to all parts.
of the field.
I take great pleasure in referring to the services of Assistant Surgeons V. Havard and J.
A. Fitzgerald, who repeatedly exposed themselves to the fire of the enemy in their humane
efforts to extricate and take care of the wounded.
The loss of the enemy in this engagement was 16 and in the pursuit next day 5, making
a total of 21. The number wounded is a matter of spe1.mlation, as it is very rarely that
Indians fail to carry their wounded from the field. The number of ponies lost by them in
the engagement and during the pursuit is estimated at between 900 and 1,000.
Our losses were 3 killed and 11 wounded.
The pursuit was resumed at dawn next morning. Early in the day we were joined by a
considerable number of Crow Indians gaudily arrayed in war costume, but more eager for
Nez Perces ponies than for Nez Perces blood. However, as their horses were fresh, I sent
them ahead in the hope that they might overtake the enemy and check him until we could
come up. It is but just to the Crows that I should say they rendered good service this day,
for while they failed to check the main body, they yet pushed them so rapidly as to force
the abandonment of over 400 more ponies, and kept up a lively skirmish with the rearguard killing five of them during the day. The approach of night found my command
scattered for ten miles, and fully one·third on foot: and I was thus forced to go into cam~
after a weary march of 37 miles. Captain Bend ire's detachment (of General Howard's
command) did not arrive in camp until late at night, with every officer and man on foot.
This detachment was so manifestly unable to continue further that I directed Captain Bendire to remain in camp next day to rest his animals and afford his men an opportunity for
securing some game (as they, as well as all the others, bad been several days without rations) and then return to General Howard's command. With my own force I renewed the
pursuit next morning.
On reaching the Musselshell River, I found that the distance between the Indians and
my command had not been sensibly diminished. For the last seven or eight days both man
and beast had been pushed to the utmost verge of physical endurance; what, with fatigueand a disease of the hoof which had suddenly broken out among my horses, most of them
were unable to carry their riders, who, in turn, were growing so weak through long and
weary marching without rations, as to be unable to walk and lead their horses. Under
these circumstances I felt compelled to suspend further pursuit, in order that both men and
animals might rest, and the troops provide themselves with game until our supplies should
overtake us.
Although it seemed hard that we should be thus forced to sound a halt wbile there remained
a hope (however faint or remote) of overtaking the enemy, I yet did so with the less reluctance since it was plain that the Indians needed rest and recuperation as well as ourselve~:~,
and that, after putting a few more miles between us, they also would halt and satisfy themselves with simply watching us ; and that thus more time would be allowed for General Miles
to get into position for intercepting them when we again should move forward. All this waR
talked over between General Howard and myself when he came up, and we agreed upon so
regulating our future movements as to keep the enemy on the lookout for us, so that his
attention should be entirely distracted from the direction in which we knew General Miles
to be moving. As my command henceforward was merged into and constituted a part of
General Howard's forces, acting under his immediate orders, our further movements will most
probably be embraced in his report, and I will, therefore, shorten thiB already extended narrative by leaving out the history of our march from the Musselshell to the Missouri River.
Reaching Carroll (on the Missouri) on the 1st October, General Howard took a boat and
proceeded up the river to Cow Island, leaving me in command of all the troops. On the
evening of the 2d I received the following note by courier from General Miles:
"To G!'neral HowARD, General STURGIS, or :Major BROTHERTON,
' Contmanding Troops,

4·c. :

"I have this day surprised the hostile Nez Perces in their camp, and have had a sharp
fig~t. I have several oflicers and men wounded (about :30). About :.!5 Indians are . till iu
thun camp, which is well protected.
" ptcmber :30, 5. 30 p. m.
'' N. A. MILE .
"r. .-\V r.aptur d most of their herd, but I may have trouble in moving on account of
my\ ounue.1 . Plea move forwnrd wilh calit:on and rapidity.-... r. A. MILE·."
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As this note was addressed to General Howard as well as to myself I presume that General Miles desired all the troops to move forward, being apprehensive that Sitting Bull might
come to the rescue of the Nez Perces. This interpretation of General Miles's note was
afterward confirmed by another no te from him, but which I have not now at hand. - ,
Accordiugly I began crossing the troops to the north bank of the river at once, on the
only steamer available. The night being very dark · and the landing very bad, but little
progress was made that night, and all the cavalry did not get over until the next evening.
Following the map and the advice of my guide; I directed that the foot troops go up the
river by boat to the mouth of Little Rocky Creek, and, marching from that point, join the cavalry at the Little Rocky Mountains. By this arrangement I hoped to save the foot troops one
day's marching, bnt the sequel showed that, while nothing was saved in the distance the
troops had to march, the greater part of a d'a y was lost in time.
Had I been influenced alone by personal consideration, I might have pushed on with my
cavalry immediately after crossing the river, leaving the foot troops to follow, and 'could
thus have reached the scene of action in ample time to have assisted in the siege; but feeling
certain that, if Sitt.iug Bull should undertake to rescue the Nez Perces, he would come with
an overwhelming force, I knew that the only hope of rendering substantial aid to General
Miles lay in keeping my force all together, and I therefore concentrated them at the Little
Rocky }fountains, and sent the following to General Mi!es :
[Extract.]
''HEADQUARTERS TROOPS IN THE FIELD,

"Little Rock Creek, Base of Little Rocky Mou.ntains,
·
''October 4, 1877.
''To General N. A. MILES,
" Commanding Troops :
" On receiving your dispatch my first impulse was to hasten forward with my cavalry,
leaving the infantry to follow, but, on consultation with my battalion com1nanders, it was
thought more advisable that we move together, trying to make all the time possible, lest
by marching in separate detachments we might be attacked in detail and delayed longer than
in marching solidly. Thb view was rendered the stronger by that portion of your first dispatch iri which you suggest the propriety of our marching rapidly and cautiously.
'' I hope to unite these forces to-morrow at a point some s1x or seven miles in ad vance of
this ramp, and will then push on as rapidly as possible; but if you (knowing the sittiation
of affairs in front) desire that the cavalry, or any portion of it, should hasten on iu advance
please inform me, and, if I feel physically equal to it, I will cut loose with the cavalry and
make a forced march to join you ; or, if I should not feel equal to it myself, I will detach
the greater portion under one of my battalion command!lrs. * * * *
'' Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
"S. D. STURGIS.
t• Brevet Major- General, Commanding."
From this point we moved on until within a couple hours' march of the battle-field, where
we 'were met by a courier, bearing a note for me from General Howard, inf(mning me of the
surrender of Joseph's band of the Nez Perces, and directing me to place my troops in camp
and await his arrival. It being expected that my regiment would now return to its post, I
was sent forward in advance to mstke provision for its homeward march, arriving at my
post October ~2, after an absence of nearly six months.
The greater portion of my regime.t;1t consisted of recruits and young and inexperienced
officers, all of whom had come into it in consequence of the fearful disaster which had befallen it during the preceding summer on t.he Little Big Horn, and I cannot refrain, in conclusion, from expressing my high admiration for the soidierly . and uncomplaining spirit
they evinced under all the trying circumstances of exposure, fatigue, . hunger, and peril to
which they were subjected throughout a campaign of six months' duration, and a march of
over 1,400 miles.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. D. STURGIS,
Colonel Seoenth Cavalry, Brevet Major-Gen'J1't.u , United States Army,

After the departure of Colonel Sturgis from Tongue River, on the
13th of Aug·u8t, Uolonel Miles continued to receive reports, apparently
well authenticated, that the ho~tile 8ioux, who had tound a refuge in
the British possessions, intended to return to this country, and indeed
that they had alread.Y crossed the frontier. In reply to his dispatches
coutainiug· this information he was informe<l tllat, while his remaiuing
force seemed to be ne(lded "at both ends of the liue," it was thought. to
l.Je of tlw most importance that the Nez Pen~es should be disposed of
33 w
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first; that under the constantly changing circumstances the departmf'nt
comlllander could not give him -definite instructions, but that be must
act upon his own judgment of the situation.
Under these instructions be remained at Tongue River, prepared to
mo,·e in either direction as events might require, and while waiting he
called in all his detachments and reconnoitering parties. In the evenjug of the 17th of September be received the followiug letter from
General Howard:
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CoLUMBIA,
· Bridger's Crossing, Clark's Forlc, Mont.
COLONEL: While Colonel Sturgis was scouting toward Stinking Water, the Indiaus and
my force iu close pursuit, passed his right, and they, after a short detour, turned to Clark's
Fork, and by formid marches avoided Sturgis completely.
I have sent Sturgis with Major Sanford, l<'irst Cavalry, and Lieutenant Otis, Fourth
Artillery, with howitzer battery in fastest pursuit, and am myself following as rapidly as
possible with the remainder of my own immediate command. The Indians are reported
going down Clark's Fork and straight tQward the Musselshell. They will in all probability
cross the Yellowstone near the mouth of Clark's Fork, and make all haste to join a baud of
hostile Sioux. They will use every exertion to reach the Musselstiell country and form this
junction, and as they make exceedingly long marches it will require unusnal activity to
iutercept or overtake them.
I earnestly request you to make every effort in your power to prevent the escape of this
hosti:e band, and at least to hold them in check until I can ovt>rtake them.
Please send me return couriers with information of your and the hostiles' whereabouts,
your intended movements, and any other information l ought to know. ·
'
Very respectfully,
0. 0. HOWARD,
Brigadier-General, Commanding expedition against hostile Nez Perces.
Col. N. A. MILES,
Fijtlt Infantry.

Spending the night in preparation, on the morning of the 18th he left
his post with the whole of his available force.
Four of his compat~ies of cavalry bad shortly before started for Fort
Benton for the purpose of escorting the commissiou appointed by the
!'resident to meet Sitting Bull from that vlace to the frontier. Fortunately they were upon the road which he determined to pursue, aud Lle
was able to add them to his force.
With the admirable judgment which has characterized all Lis operations on the Yellowstone and the Missouri, Miles, leaving to his left
the Upper Musselshell, moved, with all possible rapidity, to the mouth
of that river, and reached it 011 the 23d. Learning on the morning of tlre
25th that the enemy had crossed the Misso uri above, bad burnt the supply .devot at Cow Island, and had marched north ward, he at once crossed
tlle river, and cutting loose from his train, pushed rapiflly around the
Little H.ocky Range to the northern extremity of Bear's Paw Monntaiu.
At ix o'clock in the ruoruiug of the 30th the camp of the Nez Pen.:es
was dise.overed on Eagle Ureek, and was at once surrounded and attacked. On the morning of the 5th of October the enem.v surrendered
unconditionally. 'l,he three dispatches from Colonel Miles which follow,
the tir t anu 'e: ond of which were received by me at Fort Benton, con·
taiu a full report of his extremely important and most successful operations.
HEADQUARTER Dr TRICT OF THE YELLOWSTONE,
Cump near the Bear Paw Mount(/,ins, Oc Jobtr J, I i7.
ENERAL: This command moved rapidly to Sm\ke Creek, strik ing the fresh trail of tbe
1HJ ttlt' 'l·Z P •rces c mi.ng out of Bear Paw Mountains a~ seven o'clock, :~Otb ult1mo, aud
urp11 •d the camp at etght o'clock, capturing the larger part of their herd about 600 hor cs,
ll ~IIIP , aud pouies. The ngagement was quite sever~, and the mclosed is a list of our
k lllt•f! tuul '' nUJHJ(;'d. The lnd iaM lost 17 killed including Looking Glass and Jo 'epb'
hr tl1cr mul :s oLIH r ·hi f: and .40 wounded. Joseph gave me his solemn pledge ye ·teruay
t 1 t h '·ould urr nu ·r, but d1d not, and they are evidently waiting for aid from other In-
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dians. They say that the Sioux are coming to their assistance. They are closely surrounded in some deep ravines and kept under fire. To take them by assault would cvst
many lives. I may wear them out, and eventually compel them to give up. They fight
with more desperation than any Indians I have ever met. I believe there are many escaped
villains in the village who expect to be hung when eaught. I believe there is communication between this camp and Sitting Bull's, and I have used every effort to prevent a junction. I am expecting the companies with Sturgis up, and will then endeavor to send the
Second Cavalry companies to Benton. I presume you do not wish them withdrawn when
surrounding the Nez Perces camp. 1 intend to send my wounded to the Missouri and
captured stock to the Yellowstone.
I would respectfully suggest that information be sent to the British authorities to prevent
any portion of the Nez Perces tribe crossing the line, or to disarm them should they take
refuge on English soil.
Can supplies be sent up the Milk River road for the Seeond Cavalry? Please send me
any information or orders that should govern my movements.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,
Colonel Fifth Infantry, Brevet Major-General United States Army, Commanding.
General A. H. TERRY,
Commanding Department of Dakota.

1

HEADQUA RTERS DISTRIC'J' OF THE YELLOW.STONE,
Camp on Eagle Creek, Mont., October 5, 1877.
DF.AR GENERAL: We have had our usual success. We made a very direct and rapid
march across the country, and after a severe engagement, and being kept under fire for
three days, the hostile camp of Nez Perces, under Chief Joseph, surrendered at. two o'clock
to-day.
I intend to start the Second Cavalry toward Benton on the 7th instant. Cannot supplies
be sent out on the Benton road to meet them and return with the remainder of the command to the Yellowstone? I hear that there' is trouble between the Sioux and Canadian
authorities.
I remain, general, yours, very truly,
NELSON A. MILES,
Colonel, Brevet Major-General, United States Army, Commanding.
General A. H. TERRY,
Commttnding Department of Dakota.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE YELLOWSTONE,
In tlte Field, Camp near nortlt end of Bear Paw Mountains, Mont., October 6, 1377.
SIR: I have the honor to report having received on the evening of the 17th ultimo a.
communication dated the 12th, from General Howard, then on Clark's Fork, stating that
the Nez Perces had evaded the commands to the north of them and were pushing northward. I at once organir.ed all the available force of my command for a movement to intercept or pursue them. The command left the cantonment op the morning of the J8th; the
different orders regarding escort for the commission had already put en routll the bat.talioi).
Second Cavalry and one company (Hale's) Seventh Cavalry; these were taken up on the
march.
The command reached the Missonri at the mouth of Musselshell on the 23d day of September, but learning on the 2Gth that the Nez Perces had r.rossed at Cow Island on the 2!{d
destroying the depot there and moved northward, I immediately crossed the Missouri. The~
command moved on the 26t.h nort.hward from mouth of Musselshell, and on the 27th, leaving my train to follow, pushed on rapidly by the northern side of the Little Rockies; thence
across to the northern end of the Bt>ar Paw Mountains, which point I r~ached on the evening of the 29th. On the same evening the trail was discovered by my scouts, entering the
range to my left.
Starting at four o'clock on thE:\ 30th, and moving around the northern end of the mountains, the trail was struck at 6 a. m., near the head of Snake River; the village shortly
afterward was discovered on Eagle Creek, and immediately charged, the battalion Seventh
Cavalry (Cuptaiu Hale) and Fifth Infantry (Captain Snyder) attacking in front, the battalion Second Cavalry (Captain Tyler) by eircuit att~tcked in rear, and secured the stock to
the number of 700 horses, mules, and ponies. The fighting was very severe, and at elose
quarters. The Indians took refuge in some deep ravines, and their firing was accurate anil
well kept up. Having at the first onset surprised and shut up thE:\ greater part of the Indians in
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the village and cut off and secured the greater part of their stock, and perceiving that the
position could be carried by storm only with very great loss, I determined to maintain my
lines about them, keep them under fire, and at the same time give them an opportunity to
surrender if they desired.
The positions taken up on the :30th were, with slight modifications, maintained during
the four succeeding· days and nights. Meantime a few shells from a 12-pounder Napoleon
were thrown in from time to time, and a sharp-shooting fire kept up whenever it could be
effective. The Indians had from time to time displayed a white flag, but when communicated with had refused to surrender their arms, but on the morning of the 5th they surrendered-Chief Joseph leading, surrendering his arms and ammunition, followed by his
band, and their village is now in our possession.
'J'he fighting, as reported, was sharp, and the losses on both sides considerable. Inclosed
is a list of casualties on the part of the troops. The Indians admit a loss of Chief Looking
Glass, Too-bool-hul-sote, Ouient, a brother of Joseph, and two others of. their principal men,
and 25 killed and 46 wounded.
The endurance and courage of the command, as tested by the forced marches and hardly,
contested fight at short range, are worthy of highest commendation. A severe storm of
snow and wind, which set in on the 1st instant, addeJ greatly to their hardships, which have
been borne without murmuring. The opportune arrival of the train, under escort eommanded by Captain Brotherton, enabled me to protect the wounded from the worst effects
of the storm.
I propose to-morrow to march hence toward .the Missouri. 'fhe force of General Howard (including the command of General Sturgis), following the trail of the Nez Perces, is approaching from the Missouri. The general arrived on the evening of the 4th, having come
forward in advance with a small escort.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
NELSON A. MILES,
Colonel Fifth Infantry Brevet Major- General, United States Army, Comrna11ding.
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL,

.

Departn•ent of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

The highest praise is due to Colonel Miles and to his officers and men
for the skill and gallantry displayed hy them during this short but de·cisive campaign. When the column left Tongue RiYer and started on
its march, there was searcely any probability that theN ez Perd~s ""ould
he intercepted, and nothing but good judgment, amounting almost to
intuitive knowledge, coupled with the most persistent efforts, could ha\' e
ibrought the column to the Nez Perce camp before it crossed the
frontier.
On the 8th Colonel Miles detached Tyler's battalion for duty with the
Sitting Bull commission. It escorted the commission first to the frontier
and thence back to Fort Benton. From Benton it was sent to its proper
station, Fort Ellis.
·
As soon as possible after the surrender of the Indians, Colonel Miles
movPd back to the Missouri with his prboners, and thence proeeeded
to Tongue River.
1.'he Seventh Cavalry, including that portion of it which had under
·Colonel Sturgis joined General Howard, was placed in can1p on the
MiRsonl'i, oppo ite to the mouth of the Musselshell, to await the resnlt
-of the mission to Sitting Bull. On the 27th of October this regiweut
receiYed orders to march to Fort Buford and thence to its winter quarter.
Jtl•turning now to the district of Montana. Cow Island is the upper
limit of the navigation of the Missouri during tile latter part of the
ummer and in the autumn. It is by land 123 miles below Fort Benton. Tho 'e ~ npplies for the po ts in Montana whicll are sent up the
riv r late in the ea on are landed there and hauled thence to Fort
B uton. Th r i noR ttlement at t.he pla and no depot proper. "\VI! at
ha · be n call d th d pot i imply a landing-phwe near th P- raYine
hrong"b wbi h 0 w Cr . k flow . Tbi. ravine i one of the somewllat
y which tbe great plateau nol'th uf tbe Missouri eau
iufr qn lit pa ',
• r ach <1 l>s wagou , from th valleJ· of the ri ,.el'. Ou the 1 th of
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August a detachment of eight men, subsequently increased to tweh Pmen, under Sergt. William Molchert, Seventh Infantry, was sent
from the company of the Seventh at Dauphin Rapids to Cow Islanrl to
guard the stores then arriving. This detachment threw up a slight
iutrenchment. On the 23d the Nez Pe11ce.s appeared on the south bauk
of the Missouri, immediately crossed the river and attacked the guard.
They repeatedl,y charged the intrenchment, but were as often repuh;ed;
it i~"~ believed that they suffered some loss. The affair was very highly
creditable to the little garrison. which consisted of four citizens and Sergeant Molchert'sdetachment. Two oftllecitizens were wounded. Duri11g ,
the night of the 23d the Nez Perces burned all the freight, both government and private, which was lying at the landing, and the next morning
at ten o'clock moved off in the direction of the pass between the Bear'~
Paw and Little Rocky Mountains.
·
On the 21st of September, MHjor Ilges, Seventh Infantry, command·
ing officer at Fort Benton, received information tLat the Nt>z Perees
were approaching Fort Claggett at the nionth of the Judith. He irnruediatel.v sent the skeleton company, nuder Lieutenant Hardin, wbich
constituted his entire garrison, down to Claggett in Mackinaw boats.
and with a mounted party o t 36 citizen volunteers started him8elf for
the same place by land. Both parties reached Clag·gett the next day.
Scouts were sent out, who report<'d during t.he night of the !33d that the
enemy had gone to Cow Isla11d. On the 24th, therefore, the whole command proceeded to that place and cro:ssed to the north bauk of the
river. In the morning of the 25th Major Ilges with his mounted force
· started on the trail of the Indians. After a march of ten miles they
Wl're discovered. A skirmish ensued: which lasted two hours, during
which one of the volunteers wa.s killed. Fearing that his small party
would be surrounded, and destroyed, Major Ilg-es finally withdrew to
Cnw Island. Leaving LiPuteuant Hardin with his company at the
depot, be then, with his volunteers. returned to Fort Benton.
~ajor Ilges deserves much credit for the zeal and energy whieh be
displayed iu th :s affair.
7

INDEPENDENT POSTS.

From Fort Buford, a post which is not incln1led in any district, nuhave IJeen made for the escort of trains passing up
the Yellowstone and the Missouri. This !::iervice bas involved great
labor and iw iuconsiderable hardship. It bas been well and zealously
performed, but it has not led to any conflict with hostile Indians.
From Fort Totten. on the 13th of August, Company 0 of the Seveuth
Cavalry was seut into the middle district for patrol duty, as bas been
already mentioned.
From Fort Snelling, on the 26th day of September, Company B, Twentieth Infantry, was sent to tlw Iudian agency at \ !bite Earth, to protect the ageut and to suppress threatened disturbances. It returned to
its station on the 8th day of October.
From Fort Sisseton no movements have been made other than those
ineidental to changes in the stations of troops.
Three new posts have been built in the department during the year:
Fort Keogh, at the mouth of Tougue River; Fort Custer, at the junction
of the Little Bighorn with the Bighorn River; and Fort Missoula, in
the Bitter Root Valley.
Fort Keogh consists of quarters, barracks, store-llonseB, hoRpitaJ,
stables, &c., for five companies of infantry and six companies of cavrnerom~. detachments
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airy. These buildings are built principally of pine. The lumber for
til em was bought in the :;;umruer and autumn of last year, and carried as
f<ir as Fort Buford. The brkk used in them was burned upon the spot.
The barracks are two stories in height. The officers' quarters are of
one story, with mansard attics. Owing to low water in the Yellowstone
in the spring and early summer, and to the fact that many of the uoats
placed in the river by the contractor for transportation were very ill
adapted to that special navigation, it was not until July tllat the buildings were commenced. After a beginning was madl·, howt:n-er, tltey
were pushed forward rapidly, and they are now so uearly completed that
the troops there will be comfortably quartered during tile winter. Tile
po~t will be one of the finest in the \Vest. It is excellently well situateu,
and the buildings are both roomy and substantial.
The construction of Fort Custer, on the Big Horn, was intrusted to
Lieutenant-Colonel G. P. Buell, of the Eleventh Infantry. Colone~ Buell,
with four companies of bis regimeut and a large force of mechanics aud
laborers, left Biswarck . by steamers for tbe site of the post on the 16th
of May. Owing to the wretched character of bis boats, and to an accident which happened to one of them, he diu not reach his destiuation
until the 23d of J uue. Subst>quently two additional companies of his
regiment were sent to him. It bad been determined to build this post
from 111aterial to be found in the country; and as soon as Oolont:>l Buell
had put up temporary storehouses to protect his supplies, he commenced
cutting logs, baking hrick, and sawing lumber. The lumber in this imlll<'diate vicinity is cottonwood, and, with the exception of some finishing
hun ber-pine-sent up from Bismarck, the post was built of this material. The post is intended for the same number and description of
troops as Fort Keogh. The buildings are not framed, but they are built up
of phmks two inches thick by six inches wide, laid flat one upon another,
forming a ~oli<l wall six inches in thickness. The officers' quarters are of
one story and an attic. All other buildings are of one story.
The site of the post is on an exteusive elevated plateau in the fork of
two streams. Uolonel Buell was originally insLructed to place it on the
left bank of the Bighorn, as near to the mouth of the Little Bighorn
as the nature of the ground would permit. Immediately after his arrival he made a thorough examination of the whole neighborhood, and
became so well satisfi~d of the superior advantages of the platea 11 in
th e fork over any other possible situation, that he selected it as ~he site.
Hi action in this mspect was subsequently fully approved. 1\fauy unforeseen obstacles delayed the completion of the post; but its coustruction is so far advanced, that the garrison, its animals and supplies, will
be well ~h(>ltered dnring the winter. Lieutenant-Colonel Buell deserves
great credit for the activity, energy, aud resource which be bas displa~ed.

Fort Mi soula was originally intended for a single company, but whfn
the General of the Army visited the po t in Angnst, he directed that
it. hould be eularged o a to a1l mit a garrison of four companies. 'l'be
buildings originally contemplated have been substantially completed;
the ar
f quared piue logs, and it is reported that they are well
built. Th g:-uTi ·on ha beeu in er<:a~ ed to the nnmber directed by tl.Je
~' n ral, and ti.Jre of it compani . , with their offieer~, will be quartt'fed
1n t mporar, · hut ' . EHtimate will be. ubmitt1 ·d for the completion of
tb· P~ ·ton th en larged cale <.lirt-cted by Genttral Sherrnau.
Wlttg-toth ab, nceot'appropriation ,norepairsofanycon , equence
lmv . u '·u maue a au of the po ·t . iu tlle uepartweut during the year.
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.As a natural consequence, ver.v much increased expenditures for this
purpose will be needed during the coming year.
The oocupation ,and settlement of the Black Hills llas created a new
frontier-a frontier which, as well as the roads leading to it, needs military protection. .Again, when Indians break away from the lower
agencies and escape to the north ward, their course seems to be well to
the west, so far from the posts 011 the Missouri that it is impossible to
send out troops from them in time to intercept the fugitives. With a
force preparefl to pursue them from the weRt, the chances of intercepting them would be much more than doubled. A strong post on tile
edge of the hills would therefore serve a threefold purpose: it would
give protection to the settlements, miners, and ranches in the hills; it
would greatly promote the safety of the roads leading to them, and
would be of no small importance as affecting the control and government of the agency Iudians. From m.v present information, I think tllat
tile neighborhood of Bear Butte would be th•~ best situation for such a
post; but this, of course, is a matter that would require further consideration.
The Indians who occupy the great reservation north of the. Upper
Missouri have been in an unsatisfactory state for several years past.
Though nominally at peace with the United States, an unfriendly feeling toward tile government seems to have prevailed, and there is no
doubt that from some of the tribes many individuals have joined those
bands which have eo gaged in open hostilities. Tbese tribes are exposed
to many evil iufluences; they are in close contact with tile hostile Sioux,
who are encamped just across the frontier; they are in constant communication with the mischievous hordes of Red River half-breeds,
who vibrate to and fro across the boundary, and infest the northern
part of the .reservation. The pro.spect is that sooner or later we shall
have trouble with them, and I think that it is none too soon to make
preparation to meet it.
I, therefore, recommend that a strong post-a post that will admit a
garrison of at least twelve full companies-be built on the Milk River, or
at the foot of the northern slopes of Bear's Paw Mountain; the question of its precise location being determined by considerations affeetiug
the economy of its construction and maintenance. An additional reason exists for the establishment of post in this vicinity. It would be
of great importance in case the refugee Sioux should ~ttempt to return
to this country with hostile purpose.
I earnestly and urgently recommend the construction of a militarytelegraph line between the posts on the Missouri, from Fort Raudall to
Fort Buford, and thence to Forts Keogh, Custer, and Ellis. I am aware
that there is a line building tn Fort McKinney, which will probabl.Y be
extenuecl to the Bighorn, but this will by no r:Qeans meet the requirements of tbe situation. There is, it is true, a private line from Yankton
to Fort Sully, and it receives some assistance from the government, but
it is anu has been for a long time past in wretched condition, and
totally untrustworthy. It is simply a delusion. For the purposes of
administration alone the line I propose would be of immense benefit,
and, if once established, it would, in my opinion, effect an economy iu
the purchase and transportation of supplies which would more than
rep~y the cost of its maintenance. It is, however, in its . more strictly
military use that its greatest importance would consist. It would give
such power of com uination to the garrisons of the different posts that
their effective strength would in many case~ be cion bled. The distances
which separate many of these posts, and the difficulty of intercommu-

a
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nication are so gr-eat, that so Jong as information must be COJJVe~·ed
from one to another by the methods of half a century ago, the garrison
of one can givP. little or no assistance to that of another when the object
to be accomplished is the capture or interception of flying bands of
Indiaw~. It is only by calling into service modern improvements of
every deRcription, all applicable resources of mod('fll science, that our
diminutive aud great.J:y overburdened Army can hope to accomplish what
is required of it.
Tbe health of the troops during the paRt year bas been excellent.
Supplies uave been furnislled in ample quantity, and generall~· of excellent quality.
I apvend the reports of the administrative officers serving at these
lleadquarters, and I desire to express my obligationR to them for the
very able and faithful manner in ·which they have performed their respective duties.
I also append the annual reports of district and post commanders,
and the suuordinate reports mentioned in Colonel Sturgis's report of
his operations.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALFRED H. TERRY,
B1·igadier- General, U. S. A., Commanding.
ADJUTAN'r-G ENERA.L

Of the Military Division of the MissouTi, Chicago, Ill.
[Indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION MISSOURI,

ChiGago, February 13, 1878.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army.
In absence of the Lieutenant-General commauding.
R. C. DRUM,
Assistant Adjutant- Genera.l.

DISTRICT OF MONTANA.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF MONTANA,

Fort Shaw, Mont., October H:3, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with your co,mmunication of September 12, 1877, I have the honor
to ma]{e the following report of the operations of this command duriug the year ending September 30, 1R77:
On the 1st of October. Company E, Seventh Infantry, under command of Capt. W.
Clifford, numbering 3 0fficers and 28 enlisted men, was en route to its station at Camp Baker,
Mont... having been absent on the Yellowstone expedition since March 14, ll'l76. It reached
Camp Baker October 2, having mar~hed durivg the month 24 miles.
:E irst Lieut. William Quinton, Seventh Infantry, with 18 enlisted men of his c.ompany (C),
left Fort Ellis October 17, I 76, as escort for a wagon-train loaded with supplies for the
new post at tho mouth of Tongue River. The detachment returned to Fort Ellis, November 19, l'-i76, having traveled 644 miles.
Companies F, G, H, and L, Second Cavalry, were joined at Fort Ellis, November J ,
1876, by 169 recruit , which came, via Corinne, Mont., under command of Maj. J. S. Brisbin, ac·companied by Capt. R. Norwood and Second Lieut. E. P. Brower, Second Cavalry.
ond Lieut. A. M. Fuller, • econd Cavalry, and 20 enlisted men l ft Fort Elli., Decemb r 'J-7, J 76, for Flath ad agency, Mont., for the purpose of guarding the Indian agt>nt and
j!ov.,rnm ut property at that agency from a threateneil attack by Inuiaus. The detach mont
r a<·hNI th.er January 10, l 77; distance 277 mile ; remaint>d th ere until March 5, when it
_!art rt ?nl'k m~d r command of PCond Lic•ut. harles R. chofield, ~econd Cavalry to
lu~ hilt , rl'aclnng thcr< ~larch 20 I 77, 27i miles.
omvany 1!, 'econd ,Cavalry, 2 officers and ~0 enlisted mcm; Company G, Second Ca\'.
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airy, 2 officers and 71 enlisted men, left Fort Ellis, March 3,. 1877; Company H, Second _cavalry, 2 officers and 8~~ enlisted men; Company L, Second Cavalry, 2 officers and 8 I enhsted
men, lf'ft Fort Ellis March24, 1877, to join the command of Col. N. A. Miles, Fifth Infantry,
at mouth of Tongue River, Montana. Maj. James S. Brisbin, Seeond Cavalry, started from
Fort Ellis, March 26, J877, to join and take command of the four companies above men.
tiuned. The command reached Tongue River April 26; djstance 3~2 miles.
Second Lieut. Samuel R~ Dow-5las, Seventh Infantry, went w1th these compames as
qnartermaRter, and remained with them until September 3, 1877, when he started for Fort
Ellis, via Sioux City, Omaha, and Corinne, reaching Fort Ellis 25th September, 1877.
Assist Surg. Panl R. Brown, United States Army, belonging to the post of Fort Shaw,
proeeeded !to F .>rt Ellis and accomp ,tnied the battalion Second Cavalry leaving Fort Ellis
March 24, 1877. He remained with f!olonel Miles's command until Sptember 3, 1877, when
he started for Fort Shaw by steamboat to Cow !:-;land, and thence to Fort Shaw via Fort
BPnton, reached Fort Shaw, September, 28, 1877.
·
·
Three of these companies are still absent with Colonel Miles's command.
Company L, Second Cavalry. under comma.n d of Ca~t. R. Norwood, returned to Fort Ellis
July 27, 1tl77, as escort for General Sherman from Tongue River. Left Fort Ellis August
8 to join Colonel Gibbon's command in the field. While en route the company was ordered
to join General Howard's eommand, ·which it did August. The company was joined August
18 by First Lieut. H. M. Benson, Seventh Infantry. On the morning of August 20 the
Nez Perce,; Indians captured a large number of mules from General How,ard's command,
and this company pursued the Indians and attacked them at Camas Creek, Idaho. In this
fight Lieutenant Benson and 6 enlisted men were wounded, one of whom died August 22, at
Pleasant Valley, Mont. Forty-seven mules were recaptured. Distance marched since
leftving Fort Ellis (July 27) 580 miles.
Eight men oi Second Cavah'y were attached to Company G, Seventh Infantry, at battle
of Big Hole, Mont., one of whom (Sergeant Page) was killed, one (Private Goale) wounded.
Th~ detachment returned to Fort Ellis August 29, lb77.
·
,
.
F·irst Lieut. Ge9rge H. Wright and 6 enlisted men Seventh Infantry (mounted), left Fort
Ellis July 18, 1877, on a scout after Indians, supposed to be on Shields River or vicinity;
returned to post on 21st of July, having marched 150 miles.
Second Lieut. F. Woodbridge, Seventh Infantry, with 4 enlisted men of his company, A,
mounted, left Missoula July J8, 1877, on a scout up Lo-Lo Fork, and on to Clearwater River
to look for the hosti le Nez Perces ; returned to camp July 24, 1877; distance traveled 150
miles.
First Lieut. C. A. Cbolidge, Seven;,h Infantry, with one enlisted man and a party of citizens (monnter1), left Missoula July 21, JR77, on a scout to look for hostile Nez Perces Indians; r1~turned to post, July 2~; distance traveled, 76 miles.Company D, Seventh Infantry, under command of Capt. R. Comba, with 20 enlisted men
and 6 enlisted men of Company E, Seventh Infantry attached, left Camp Baker July 24,
ltl77, arriving at Fort Shaw. July 27. Left there July 28 with battalion Seventh Infantry,
under Col. John Gibbon, for Missoula, reaching there August 3. Left Missoula with battalion Seventh Infantry aud took part in battle of Big Hole, Mont., August 9. The company left there August J3, reaehing Deer Lodge on the 16th; left on the lt;th; reached
Missoula August 21, and is still there: distance marched during the campaign 550 miles.
Companies A and l, Seventh Infantry, numbering 5 officers and 32 enlisted men, under
comnumd of Capt. C. C. Rawn, Seventh Infant1y, on the 25th of July, left Missoula and
marched to Lo-Lo Pass, J4 miles, carrying 4 days' rations and I 00 rounds of ammunition
per man, accompanied by a party of from 100 to 150 citizen volunteers. A breast-work was
made in the narrow part of the pass to dispute the pa~sage into Bitter Root Valley of a band
of hostile Nez Perces Indians under Joseph, White Bird, and L;1oking-Giass.,
The companies remained there until the 28th, when the Indians passed around their flank
and into Bitter Root Valley. The cit.izens having an understanding with the Indians that
tl1ey would not be attacked, left for their homes, and the detachment (A and I) returned to
Misso1lla.
Com1-1any F, Seventh Infantry, numbering 21 enlisted men under comm'tnd of Second
Lieut. E. E. Hardin, left Fort Benton July ~5, 1877, reached Fort Shaw July 26; left on
the ~tltll with battalion Seventh Infantry and took part in battle of Big Hole, Mont.
Captain Williams having joined Augus r. 7, commanded the company from that date until
the 9th, w!Jen Lieutenant Hardin resumed the command. • Captain Williams was wounded
in the action in right side severely and a. slight wound in scalp. The company left August
13, and proceeded to Fort Shaw via Deer Lodge and Helena, reaching Fort Shaw August
24, where t:l enlisted men rejoined it, having been attached to Company G, Seventh Infantry.
with GenE>ral Howard's command since August 13. The company left Fort Shaw September 17, reached Furt Beuton, its station, on the 18th. The company, numbering 15 men
and Li eutenant Hardin, left Fort Benton September 21, in Mackinaws, for Cow Island,
Mont., 1<!0 mil es by laud below Fort Henton, to guard government frieght landed at this
pl)iut from teHmboats, wh1 re it is still stationed .
.F'or th e operation uf con:pa t'li es A, B, G, H, I, and K, Seventh Infantry, during the past
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year see report forwarded to your office October 5, from commanding officer Fort Shaw,
Mont.
The hostile Nez Perces, after leaving the Big Hole battle-field proceeded south, past the
town of Bannock, murderipg- settlers and stealing stock as they went, crvssed the main
divide of the Rocky Mountains east of Fort Lemhi, then moved across the diYide again
at Henry's Lake, down to the Madison River, up that stream to the Geyser Basin, through
that. to the Yellowstone River. This stream they crossed below Yellowstone Lake, and
moved down the right bank of the stream to the East Fork, then, after some delay, up that
to the head of Clark's Fork, and down that to the Yellowstone.
· On the receipt of information that Colonel Sturgis, with a part of the Seventh Cavalry,
was on his way from the Lower Yellowstone to the Judith Basin, and that thH Nez Perces
in front of General Howard had crosseil the Corinne road south of Pleas11.nt Valley, I sent,
Aug-ust 17, two dispatches to Uolonel Sturgis to move with all speed to Fort Ellis, hoping
to get him there in time to move up the Yellowstone River and bead off the Indians before
they crossed to the eastward of that stream ; but my dispatches did not reach him until he
bad arrived on the Musselshell. His advance, which was one day ahead of him, under
Lieutenant Doane, Second Cavalry, with Lieutenant De Rudio's company, Sevl.'lnth Cavalry,
and a party of Crow scouts, pushed at once for Fort Ellis, which was reached on the 26th
of August, and on the 27th Lieutenant Doane was ordered by telegraph to push up the Yellowstone to the bridge at the mouth of East Fork, cross that, and feel for the Indians up the
right bank of the Yellowstone. On the same day, information having been received that
Colonel Sturgis had reached the Crow agency, orders were disp -ttched to him to push up
to the head of Clark's Fork, and he accordingly left the Fort C. F. Smith road to go up that
stream on September 3.
In the mean time Lieutenant Doane, in obedience to his orders, proceeded with his command up the Yellowstone, where, on approaching Gardiner's River, on the 2d of September, be found himself in the presence of some of th e hostiles. Here be was overtaken by
Li~utenant-Colonel Gilbert, Seventh Infantry, who had been sent out under special instruction,; from Fort Ellis, with Norwood's company of cavalry, with directions to take command
of Lieutenant Doane's party and communi0ate with General Howard: then to govern himself according to the instructions of the General of the Army and General Howard. This
command was then turned back 12 miles, deflected to the westward, and after passing
through a very rough and difficult country, struck the trail of General Howard's column in
the Geyser Basin, and followed it over to and down Clark's Fork, from whence it returned
to Fort Ellis, having failed to overtake General Howard.
The Indians, after crossing the Yellowstone River, came down the right bank as far as
Baronette's bridge, which they burnt, and then moved slowly up the East Fork, striking the
head of Clark's Fork on tho 4th. General Howard repaired the bridge' and crossed it on
the 5th, continuing the pursuit, and now everything appeared favorable for an effective
blow against the camp, encu m bered,as it was, in the midst of the mountains, with its wounded
and large herd of horses. But it succeeded, with General Howard close behind it, in eiuding
Colonel Sturgi~'s command, and moved rapidly down the valley toward the Yellowst.one,
followed in hot pursuit by Colonel Sturgis, who appears to have cut loose from everything
and followed very rapidly. In the absence of official reports, I am not able to furnish the
details of the pursuit, during which the Indians were on several occasions overtaken and
engaged. They continued to move very rapidly northward, and crossed the Missouri River
at Cow Island on the 23d, where they destroyed a quantity of government and private
freight, and fought for some hours a small guard stationed there for its protection, and belonging to Company B, Seventh Infantry.
Major llges, Seventh Infantry, commanding at Fort Benton, on receiving information of
the approac.h of the hostiles, promptly started all of his available men, under Lieutenant
Hardin, Seventh Infantry, in a boat down the river, and himself with a party of 40 citizens
starred on horseback by land.
These parties reached Cow Island after the Indians had crossed, and Major Ilges with
great gallantry took up the pursuit with his small party, overtook the Indians eight miles up
Cow Creek, fought them for two hours losing one man and a horse, and finding the enemy
too strong for him withdrew to C(lw Island from whence be returned to Fort Benton.
The Indians continued their movement north after burning a freight train near the head
of Cow Creek and killiug two of the team ters, and on the 30th of September, when north
of the Bear-Paw Mountains, were, I am happy to say, struck by Colonel Miles's command,
~hich under its gallant leader had on the J th left the mouth of Tongue River and joined
m the pursuit. Colonel Miles probably reached them at a time when they had begun to
fe I afe from further pursuit, and on the 5th instant Joseph and the remnant of the hand
with him unendered.
1 w!ll be een from this r port that on the occurrence of an emergency the number of
t~oop HI the di trict was entirely too small to meet it. It is true the inroad of the hostile
wa an Pvent entirely unlooked for and not anticipated until ju t before it oc·
z
r
<:urr.,d :_
ll the Indian re ideot within th e di ·tri ·t are peaceful, and the arrival of hostile
~r() m \\!thou a!t·r on -half of the effective tr ngtb of tb e district had been withdrawn for
u uporta ut ~rv1ceon Lhe Lower Yellow tone left me with le s than 150 men for use in the field,
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and this after stripping ev~ry post in the district to the very lowest point compatible witt
the care of the publ1c property. It is not by any means improbable that such inroads may
occur again.
The judiciou~ change made by the General-in-Chief in the plan of the post near Missoula,
aud in the increased size of the garrison to be placed there will do much towards the proteetion of the we~tern frontier of MontanA.; but the experience of the past summer demonstrates the abs0lute necessity for the establishment of a military post of not less than four
companies at or n~ar Horse Prairie Creek in South western Montana, to protect the setLlers
in that region, guard the main line of travel from the Territory, and overawe the Indians in
that direction by the establishment of a military force on what bas been for a hundred years
and more, the main route of travel from one side of the R'o ·ky Mountains to the other.
In addition to this, there should be established in Northern Montana a large post, of not
less than six companies. This is rendered necessary by the presence of a large number of
l10stile Indians directly across the British line who have sought safety there from our troops
and are liable at any time to make inroads ·into our territory, and induce dissatisfaction and
hnstilities among our own Indians. In selecting a position for th1s post there are t.bree
points to chose from, all within the limits of the reservations for the Northern Indians, which
(in addition to the other reasons stated) should be protected from inroads by the whites.
These are: 1st. The Sweet-Grass Hills about 100 miles north by west from Fort Benton.
2J. The Bear-Paw Mountains, 50 miles northeast of Fort Benton; and :3d. The Little
Rocky Mountains, 120 miles east of the same point, at all of which I thin!>. suitable locations
can be had.
The first is directly on the British line, but the farthest from the line of supply, the Missouri River, and is moreover nearly directly north of Fort. Shaw and would render this post
?' comparatively little importance. 'Fbe seeond and third points have the advantage of bel~lg more to the eastward, and in a region now totally devoid of military posts, and near the
lme of main travel of Indians moving north and south. Other things being equal. the third
}Joint I conRider preferable, from the fact that it is farther to the eastward and closer to what
must be the ba~>e of its supplies, Cow Island on the Missouri River, the head of late steamboat navigation on that river, from which point it would be distant only about 40 miles.
The establishment of a post at one of the points named will render the further occupancy
by troops of the town of Fort Benton unnecessary. That location is not only unsuitable
for a post, but is entirely out of place in a mil!tary point of view.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN GIBBON,
Colonel 81venth Infantry, Commartding.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA,

Saint Paul, Minn.

DISTRIC'l' OF THE YELLOWSTONE.
HEADQFARTERS DISTRIC'l' OF THE YELLOWSTONE,
FoRT KEOGH, MONT.,

Decembe1· '27, 1877.
Sm: In accordance with orders from department headquarters, I have the honor to make
the following report of the operations of my command during the year ending October 17,
1877:
The force, ordered to winter on the Yellowstone in the autumn ofl~7'6, in aliidition to its other
duties was required to build a cantonment and escort and guard public stores necessary for
its subsistence. At that timE! there were upwards of 1,000 lodges of hostile Indians in the
field, under Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse, and it is to be regretted that the J ,500 troops
originally ordered to winter on the Yellowstone were not placed here, as their services would
have been invaluable. With the force reduced more than one-half. the work of butting was
commenced, aud the Fifth Infantry prepared at once to take the field.
I learned through spies and other means the design of ~itting Bnll to move . to the vicinity
of the mouth of Powder River and harass the troops and transportation along the Yellowstone, and recf"ived accurate information of his intended ·movement. The attack upon a
government train, made by a part of his warriors under Gall, confirmed the reports; and on
the 17th of October, 1876, I movecl across the country to the northwest, to clear the route of
travel, and, if possible, intercept the march of the hostiles. On the 21st, my eommand was
brought into contact with the hostile Minneconjoux, Sans Arcs, Uncpapas, and warriors
from other tribes, and after a parley with S1tting Bull, No Neck, Bull Eagle, Red Skirt,
Gall, Pretty Hear, and other prominent leade:s of the hostile Sioux camp, which bad no satisfactory results, an engagement followed, which re sulted in driving the hostiles out of their
camp at the head of Cedar Creek, east branch of Maynadier Creek. The Indians lost a few
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killed and a large amount of property, bnth in their camp and <'m the line of their retr~at,
incluili11g horses, mules, and ponies. In the engagement both officers and men ( numuering
398 rifles) behaved with the greatest fortitude, as they were outnumbered more than two to
one.
The Indians were pursued as far as the Yellowstone; a distance of 42 miles, where, to
avoid further punishment, the princrpal part made a conditional surrenJer, giving up as hostages five of t.heir princq:ial chiefs and leading men. The responsibility for the terms not
being fully complied wit.h rests, in my opinion, not with the command that brought about
the surrender. Sitting Bull left the main body during the retreat, with ·30 lodges, and was
soon joined by Gall and Pretty Bear with as many more.
On returning to the cantonment at mouth of Tongue River, I immediately organized a
force of 434 men of the Fifth Infantry and moved north in pursuit of Sitting Bull, and followed the t.rail down a tributary of the Big Dr.v, until it was obliterated by a snow-storm.
A camp of Iron Dog, 119lodges, crossed the Missouri in advance of the command and <lissolved itself into the Yanctonnais camp, so that when the command reached Fort Peck
agency, one week later (going in there for supplies), some of the same Indians who were
present at the council and engagement with Sitting Bull were found, with tickets in their
hands and riflPs on their backs, drawing rations. This band subsequently moved north,
crossing the British line
The report of Sitting Bnll's moving toward. Carroll for ammunition induced me to move
a part of my command, six companies and one gun, to opposite the mouth of Musselshell,
on the north side of the Missouri, and the remainder, four companies and one gun, up the
west branch of the Big Dry. On arrival opposite Squaw Creek, a report reached me that
Sitting Bull had moved east and designed crossing the Missouri; as this report conflicted
with the one previously received, I determined to act upon both, and again divided my force,
taking three companies and one gun across the headwaters of the Big Dry and sending
three companies and one howitzer-under Lieutemmt Baldwin-east aloug the Missouri.
This movem ent resulted in driving Sitting Bull's camp south of the Missouri, and, being
followed up by a movement to intercept him, after the detachment had returned to Peck for
supplies, resulted in surprising Sitting Bull's camp-at that time numbering 122 lodgesat bead of Redwater, and the capture of a good part of his camp equipage. The Indians
scattered, going south across the Yellowstone in a destitute condition.
About this time I received information of a message having passed between Crazy Horse
and Sitting Bull, that the former had learned of the discomfiture of the latter, and requesting
him to join his camp, that he had plenty of warriors and ammunition. Sitting Bull replied
that he wou ld join Crazy Horse during the cold moon (December), via mouth of Rosebud.
The commanJ being kept between the two camps, and on their route o£ travel, the junction
was never accomplished.
Disaffection existed to some extent in the hostile camps, and several bands had already
brol\en from the main camp and gone to their agency, and on the 16th of December, a party
of Indians came into the cantonment, mouth of the Tongue River, apparently with good intent, and it is believed, for the purpose of making terms of surrender, but unfortunately before they reached the command they were set upon by some Crow scouts, who had been
brought down from Western Montana, and were instantly kiiled. This act of treachery
was particularly unfortunate at that time, as it broke off all comml}nications of a peaceable
nature fur several months.
Though th e command was somewhat exhausted by the hardships of the previous long
marches in November and December, and had suffered greatly by the intensely cold, weather,
the transportation worn down by hard work and very little food, a force consisting of five
companies Fifth Infantry and two companies Twenty-second Infantry, was org tnized after
oue week's rest to move up Tongue River against the large camp under Crazy Horse, consisting of the Ogallalla and Cheyenne tribes anJ several hundred Indians from other tribes.
The .command I'Onsisted of 436 officers and men and two field-guns. As the command approached their camp, which extended along the Tongue for three miles b~tween Otter and
Hanging Woman's Cn:ek, the lndians broke camp and moved up Tongue River; they were
followed as rapidly as the command could move through the snow and over frozen streams,
and at a point eight miies above Hanging Woman's Creek, the scouts in advance captured
a small party of Iudiant! (one young warrior, four wome.o, and three children), which
afterwards prov d to he quite an important prize, as they were the relatives of some of the
most promiuent families in the hostile camp, and the effo rt of about 300 warriors to recapture
them r suited in a very sharp skirmish on the evening of Janu11.ry 7.
n the n10rning of the th the command encountered the main body of warriors led by
Crazy Horse, Little Big Mau, ThP Ice, Big Crow, and others, in an engagement lasting' until
O!l o' ·lock, wh n the chief medicine-man, Big Crow, with others was killed, and the Indian. tlt!<l from th , fie d.
Thi. ngag~>ment w~\ fought under most trying circumstances. The troops were largely
outnurnb ~r.d; _th I ud1~n.s o ·cupying a pur of the WolfMuuutain range, the snow being quite
d P• malong 1t v~ry ulfiJCult to move troop. on foot, aud Juring a part of the time a E\Vere
SOO\\ • t•um pr •va1l d. y t tb~ attack \-.:as made in excellent order.
The priucipal fio-btinl7
occur ·1 on the left of the liue, I think a rough a couutry a:; tro ps ever fought ove~, 11.uJ'
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for a time was very ciose and desperate. Captains Casey and Butler and Lieutenant McDonald are entitled to great praise for the cool and determined mannAr in which they led
and handled tlwir companies under fire, and Lieutenant Baldwin for his gallantry in leading
a charge.
·
The Indians abandoned the field, .leaving their dead chief behind. The troops advanced
far enough to ascertain that they had retreated in the direction of the Bighorn Mountains,
but as no supplies could have been obtained for the troops in that direction, a.nd the command had accomplished the object of the movement, no further pursuit was deemed necessary or advisable at that time.
·
The capture of the Indians on the evening of January 7, as above stated, proved to be an
important affair, as affording a means of communicating with the hostile camps. I seut
senut John Bruquier with two of the captives February 1, offering the terms upon which a
surrender wcmld be accepted, namely, unconditional, with subsequent compiiance with such
orders a.s should be received from the higher authorities, at the 's ame time informing them
that in case of a non· compliance the troops would move against tht>m again. Bruquier performed this valuable and most dangerous service, as well as subsequent service of similar
J?ature, with equal skill and courage. Making the long journey thro.ugh deep .snow, he
fouud that the hostiles had continued their retreat from the battle-field of January 8 to the
base of the Bighorn Mountains, and camped on the Little Horn, a tributary of the Little
Bighoru. He found, also, after getting into their camp that they were disposed to" aecept
the terms of the government, being convinced that they could not contend with the troops,
and having suffered severely on their retreat. · His mission was so successfully executed
that on February 19 be returned with 19 Indians, mainly chi.3fs and leading warriors, who
d~sired to l.earn the exact condition upon which they could surrender. The terms as above
g1ven were repeated, and in various councils and frank and free communications a feeling of
collfidence and good faith was engendered which, I will here add, has never been disturbed
so far as relates to the Indians who subsequently surrendered here.
On their return the criers announced through their camps that the war was over, and the
camps began to move toward this place .. While on the way they were overtah:en by runners
from Spotted Tail, who, as they understood, offered more liberal terms, including the right t.o
retain their arms and ponies, and to procure ammunition. The camps were accordingly
moved, for a general council, to near the fork of the Powder River, and a larger delegatwn
of leading chiefs and warriors .came in (March 18) to learn whether like terms could be
obtained here. ·
They were informed that there would be no c·hange from what had been before offt>red;
~itlso that it would be equally satisfactory should they choose to surrender at the southern
~gencies, but that they ·must do one of the two or prepare to meet the troops that would be
Immediately sent out after them. In answer, Little Hawk, uncle of Crazy. Horse, with
?thers, guaranteed to .either bring the camp here or take it to the lower agencies, and left
m our hands as pledge of good faith nine hostages, prominent men and head warriors of
both tribes Three hundred, led by Two Moons, Hump, White Bull or The Ice, and Horse
Pond, surrendered here April22; a large part of the others, numbering more than 2,000, led
by Crazy Horse, Little Hawk, Little Big Man, The Rock, and others moved south and surrendered at Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies. In the mean time Sitting Bull bad
gathered his camp south of the Yellowstone, and when Crazy Horae's following decided to
place themselves under subjection to the government, be, in order to avoid surrendering and
to. escape further pursuit, retreated to the northern boundary and sought refuge on Canadian
soli. His following was then in a very destitute condition, almost entirely out of ammun_ition, having lost nearly everything except their guns and ponies, and have since deeiared
their allegiance to and purpose to remain under the protection of the British Government.
From those that surrendered I learned that a band of renegades of different tribes-chiefly
Minueconjoux under Lame Deer-had determined not to surrender, and had broken off from
the party that came to this place, and moved westward as they were approaching from the
Upper Powd er River. A.t that time (April 22), and for more than a month previous, my
limited amouut of grain aud hay had become so far exhaustt:d that I was obliged to turn a
good part of my animals out on dead grass and cottonwood brush in order to keep them alive.
April 28th, Lieutenant Baldwin brought up a train with grain from Bismarck; and on May
1, with a force consisting of the battalion of four companies Second Cavairy, that had arrived from l!,ort Ellis, Mont., April23, two companies of the Fifth and four of the Twentysecond Infantry, I started up Tongue River, and on the 5th, at a point 63 miles from its
mouth, cut loose from my wagous, and with the cavalry, detachment of mounted infautry
Fifth and Twenty-Second, and three companies Twenty-second Infantry, struck across to
and marched up the Rosebud.
After a secret, most laborious, and circuitous march through the broken country along the
western affiuents of the Rosebud, and with scarcely a halt during two nights and one day,
the command surprised Lame Deer's Camp at 4 a. m. on the 7th. The camp was situated
on and near the mouth of Muddy Creek, a western affluent of the Rosebud. The surprise
was complete. The village was charged in gallant style by the detachment mounted infantry, commanded by Lieutenant Ca ·ey. and Company H, Second Cavalry, commanded
by Lieut. L. H. Jerome; that force cut off and secured the herd. Through White Bull, of
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the surrendered Cheyennes (whose service, with that of Brave Wolf and Hurnp in discovering the village and leading- the command to it, was invaluable), I ealled on the lnrlians to
:-urrender, and Lame Deer and his head warrior Iron Star appeared desiwus of doiug- so,
but either having already meditated treachery or fearing it. on our part, after shaking hands
with some officers of the command, they began to fire at them but a few steps distant.
This necessarily ended that mode of peace-making, and the Indians who, at the first attack, had taken refuge in the bills along the edge of the valley, were hotly pursued in a rnnning fight of some eight miles acroils the broken country to the Rosebud. Fourteen were
reported killed, including Lame Deer and Iron Star; 450 horses. mules, and ponies, and
their entire camp, 51 lodges, richly stored with food, robes, saddles, and every spedes of Indian property, fell into our bands. Lieut. A. M. Fuller, Second Cavalry, was slightly
wounded; 6 enli~ted men were wounded, and 4 enlisted men were killed. The Indians who
escaped subst:>qnentiy moved eastward t.o the Little ~issouri.
After the return of the co~nmand to the cantonment the severe and protracted rains of the
latter part of May rendered the roads impassable, and flooded the streams, so that any extended movement was impossible. Four companies, B, F, G, and I, Fifth Infantry, were
mounted on rhe captured Indian ponies, and served as mounted infantry until after the Nez
Perces cHmpaign.
During the remainder of May and the early part of June, my force was augmented by the
arrival in the Yellowstone Valley of ele.v en companies of the Seventh Cavalry, commanded
by General Sturgis; four companies of the First Infantry, commanded by Maj. H. M.
Lazelle; and two companiPs of the Eleventh Infantry, commanded by Maj. C. G. Bartlett.
Major Bartlett and the companies of the Eleventh Infantry were (July 17) ordered to the
post on the Bighorn, and were uot called int.o the field.
In the t:>arly part nf .J nne, I learned of the existe11ce of a band of hostiles in the vicinity
and east of Powder River A hot trail of a small horse-stealing band was followed to that
stream b.Y the mounted battalion under Captain Snyder, but the high stage of water rendered crossing too dangerous and slnw to warrant further pursuit. Unfortunately, at this
time a force equal to more than two battalions of veteran tro•>ps was ordered discharged by
the ill-timed reduction of the Army. As the bat.talion (six companies) of the Twenty-seeond Infantry was ordered to leave the department, I decided to organize a force of whieh
they should be a part, and thoroug-hly exam ine the Little Missouri country. The force, tonsisting-besid es the companif's of Twenty-second Infantry-of three companies of the First
Infantry and one cnmpany of the Seventh Cavalry, was placed under command of Maj. H.
M. Laze lie, First Infantry, who, with the main portion of his command, started from Tongue
River June 16: dropped down the river by boat below the mouth of Powder River, and
marched the 11 ce to beyond the Bqx Elder on t.he Upper Little Missouri, struck the trail of
Lame Deer's band (led by his son) marching northeast., and followed it nearly to Sentinel
Buttes: his scouts (including a portiou of the Indians surrendered at this place) overtook
and skirmi shed with a portion of the band.
Learning frl)m Major LHzt:>lle of h1s approach toward the Yellowstone in pursuit of this
band, I detached three companie~ of the ~econd Cavalry, under Captain Ball, Hnd one piece
of artillery, under Lieutenant Hamilton, SAcond Cavalry; started them by boat to Glendive
July 2, with orders to move them toward the Little Missouri, with a view to intercept the
Indians. This movement was, unfortunately, delayed by the grounding of a steamer containing a pu.rt of the cavalry aud pack-train, and the Indians escaped .eastward across the
Little Mi, souri near Sentinel Buttes. Major Lazelle having detached the battalion Twentysecond Infantry and sent it to Fort Lincoln-whence it :mbsequently left the departmentreturned to the Yellowstone Pppo:lite mouth of Cedar, or Maynadier, Creek, for suppliel'l,
and Captain Ball's force to Glendive, where it was joined by Maj. ,J. S. Brisbin July 18.
Two co-operating dPtachnH'nts. under MHjors Brisbin and Lazelle, were now organized.
Brisbin's battalion was angm ented by three companies-A, H, and !-mounted battalion
Fifth Infantry (Compauies A and H having been added to that battalion in early part of
July), and a force of Crow allies.
These commands moved to and across the Little Missouri, and following the trail of the
Indians up that strt:>am to Short Pine Hills, whence Major Lazelle's command, with the
wagon-train, returnt-d to Wolf Rapids, and subsequent!)> to Tougue River, arriving at the
end of Augu t. His report and map of the country passed over have been already forw~rded. .Fr~m the Li!tle Mi souri near hort Pine Hil ls, ·Brisbin's command, with pack·
ama1al R, conlmued tbe pm uit across to the Little Powder: thence to the main Powder
Hiver and over the Wyomiug boundary, gaining upon the Indians and causin.,. them to
abandon some of their property. From this extreme southern point the comm;nd, much
worn down by ir per i teut pursuit, the a111mals without grain, returned by the valleys of
the J>owder. and Tongue River to the cantonment, arriving August 30. That band of Ind tan . , ~ontmu~lly hams t:>d and pursued by dift r nt detachments of the command during
the P nod herem reported, move 1 to and surrendered at the agencies at tbe south July ;l:3,
Aug u. l 2 -, 1\nd pt mber 5 1\ud 10.
h ~· th; .bt1tta~~~m e~ond ?tl.~H.lry was approaching- from Fort Ellis in the early spring, I
~ 1 d1 t-tC< I d ltr t Lteut. . . oan , el·oncl Cavalry, and sent bim to secure the prvi es
0
lOW
arrior . lu thla h wa very succe~slul, allll their services as allies with the
l
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force snuth of the Yellowstone, also in scouting the country along and north of the Yellowstone, west of this point, and w fighting and harassing the Nez Perces, were of very great
value and obtained at a relatively small expenditure, in rations and ammunition, on the
pa1·t of the government. Lieutenant Doane's services, first in organizing the Crows, and
subsequently on the approach of the Nez Pen·es, with whom they had been in friendly relations, in retainiug their loyalty to the government, were highly important and valuable.
While the operations before described were in progress I bad kept myself informed of the
movements of Sitting Bull's band at the north, and July 4 started out with nine companies
of the Seventh Cavalry and six companies (mounted) of the Fifth Infantry, intending (1)
to examine thoroughly the country to the east of this point, between the Yellowstone ang
Missouri, then reported from Fort Buford to be invaded by bands from the north, and to int~rpose that force between Lame Deer's following and Sitting Bull's camp, which bad been
strengthened in men A.nd material, anJ was beginning to assume a threatening attitude on
the northern side of the boundary; (2) to be in supporting distance of the force south of
Yellowstone, and on the completion of its work to cross it to me, and with the main command move north of the Missouri in front of and opposite to Sitting Bull's camp. This
movemeut was at the time considered unnecessary, and disapproved by higher authorities,
and I was ordered to confine rny operations to the valley of the Yellowstone and "scour the
country on either side of that stream'' In pursuance of this the troops not engaged in the
movements before described were so placed as to protect the valley and ordered to scout
thoroughly the adjacent country.
From unofficial reports aud newspaper accounts, I judged the hostile Nez Perces Indians
would, should they evade the troops in Western Montan!l., endeavor to reach the Judith Basin,
and, if pnrsued, would move north of the Missouri River. I ordered, August 3, First Lieut.
G. C. Doane, Second Cavalry, with Company E, Seventh Cavalry, and the Crow allies, to
the Missouri, at and west of tht Musselshell, with instructions to "intercept, capture, or
d~stroy the Nez Perces. '' On the lOth of .August, to the same end, I sent General Sturgis
w1th six companies of Ids regiment to Jndith Gap, a point they subsequently passed, at the
sam~ time ordering Lieutenant Doane. th ... n en rnute under instructions above cited, to report
to h1m. Such general iustructions as the facts at hand rendered practicable were furnished
General Sturgis, and he was directed to act upon the information be might obtai11. His
movements were timely and well made. Unfortunately, be was deceived as to the movements of the Indians on Clark's Fork, but subsequently pursued them· vigorously to near
Judith Gap. His full report has been forwarded.
As this disposit.ion of troops anticipated the orders subsequently received from division and
department headquarters, and as there were at that time apparently trustworthy reports of a
southward movement of Sitting Bull and his foll'Jwing, no further dispositions to meet the
Nez Perces were made. General Sturgis was directed to keep me informed of the movements of the Indians, which he did by subsequent reports. After General 0. 0. Howard's
command joined that of Geueral Sturgis, General Howard assumed command of the latter .
. On the 17th September, at evelling, communications (copies before forwarded) of the 12th
!rom General Howard and General Sturgis were received by me at mouth, of Tongue River,
mforming me that tbe Nrz Perces bad evaded the troops under tbeir command.
What available force 1 had (a part of which had just returned after a laborious and successful pursuit of Indians to the south), with train and supplies, was at once ferried across
the Yellowstone, and with it I started, on the morning of the 18th, toward the mouth of the
Musselshell, at the same time sending scouts to Buford and Fort Peck to have supplies sent
:UP the Missouri, not unly for my command (including General Sturgis's), but also General
Howard's command, and overtakmg tn route the battalion (Second Cavalry and Company
~· Seventh Cavalry) that had been previously sent as escort for the Sitting Bull commisSlon.
As the command. approached, and after it reached, the Missouri River-which it reached
at the mouth of ~quaw Creek, six miles below the mouth of the Musselshell, on the 23dseouting parties were kept well out on our left flank to keep me informed as to the movemeuts of the Indians.
On the morning of September 25, information was received through a party of civilians
who had escaped from Uow Island and arrived at Carroll, where was a small detachment of
n1y command under Lieut. H. K. Bailey, Fifth Infantry, that the Nez Perces bad crossed
the Missouri at Cow Island, so111e 70 mill's to the west, on the 23d, and after destroying the
public and private stores there, moved north. The battalion Second Cavalry had bt-en
plaeed on the north bank of the Missouri; the remainder of the command, transportation, and
supplies were immediately crossed over.
The battalion Secoud CaYalry moved out at evening on the 25th, and the remainder of
the command on the !loth. The furce as organized on the left bank of the Missouri cont>isted of
battalion Second Cavalry, Tyler's, Jerome's, and McClernand's companies, Capt George L.
Tyler commauding; battalion 8eveuth Cavalry, Hale's, Godfrey's, and Moylan's companies
Capt. Owen Hale commanding; battalion Fifth Infantry, mounted on captured Sioux ponies'
Snyder's, Bennett's, CartAr':-~, and Romeyn's companies, Capt. Simon Snyder commanding:
one breech-loading Hotchkiss gun, ergPant Mdlugb, Fitth Infantry, comma ding anrl ~
detachment of \\b ite aiJd Iudiun scouts, Lieut. M.P. Maus, First Infantry, comm~nding.
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The train-escort, commanded by Capt. D. H. Brotherton, Fifth Infantry, consisted of Company K and detachment of Company D, Fifth Infantry, with 12-pounder Napoleon.
The direction taken by the Indians indicated that their intention probably was to join the
hostile Sioux at the north. In order to intercept or take up their trail and pursue them, I
decided to place my force as speedily as possible in the gap between the northern ends of
the Little Rocky and Bear Paw Mountains, between which ranges the Indians had started
northward, aud therefore on the 27th I started with the three mounted battalions, the Hotchkiss gun, and scouts with the pack-train, leaving the wagon-train to follow.
Forced marches on the 27th, 28th, and 29th brought the command to the Bear Paw
range, but without crossing the Indian trail. My scouts and Indians were kept 0n the west
side of the Little Rocky Mountain, and from them I received reports of the.movements of the
J ndians and the direction of their trail. On the 29th, the scouts following the trail reported
that it led into the Bear Paw Mountains several miles to our left. Starting at 4 o'clock a. m.
on the 30th, passing through a gap near the northern end of the range and skirting the
western base some three mileR, the comm~nd, after a march of 267 miles, was at 7 a. m., on
the trail where it emerged from the mountains, at the same time my Cheyenne and Sioux
scouts reported the village but a few miles away.
The advance to attack, beginning with the ordinary gait, was increased to the trot and
gallop, the leading battalion (Second Cavalry) was sent to make a slight detour, to attack
in the rear and cut off and secure the herd, which it did in most gallant style, Lieutenant
Jerome attacking the rear of the village, while Captain Tyler and Lieutenant McClernand, in a
running fight, captured upward of 800 bead of ponies; the battalions Seventh Cavalry and
:Fifth Infantry charged directly upon the village, preceded by the Cheyenne and Sioux
scouts, whose skill in discoyering the camp was fully equaled by their reckless courage m
fighting. In this charge and subsequent close and desperate fighting, Captain Hale and
Lieutenant Biddle and ~2 soldiers were killed. My acting assistant adjutant-general, George
W. Baird, while conveying orders and inspiring the command with his own bravery, was
severely wounded; as were Captains Moylan and Godfrey, Seventh Cavalry, and l!'irs t
Lieutenant Romeyn, Fifth Infantry, while leading their commands; also 38 enlisted men.
The position of the village within the curve of a crescent-shaped cut bank in the valley of
Snake Creek, and of the warriors in numerous ravines leading into the same valley, rendered it impossible to determine the size of the one or number of the other. The vigorous
attack was as vigorously met, and every advance made was stubbornly contested ; but with
a courageous persistency, worthy the highest commendation, the troops, dismounted now,
held the lines first taken, and were advanced to command every point of the Indians' position, except the beds of the ravines, whence it soop. became apparent they could only be
forced by a charge or by siege.
.
·
vYhile a part of the Second and Seventh Cavalry were closely engaging the enemy and
pressing forward from the north and east, Captain Carter, with Lieutenant Woodruff and a
small detachment of Fifth Infantry, charged down the slope, along the open valley of the
creek, a:cd reached the west end of the InJian village, but the deadly fire of the IndJans
with magazine-guns, disabled :35 per centum of his men, and rendered it impossible for tnem
to take the remainder of the village; they, however, inflicted severe loss upon the euemy,
and held their ground until withdrawn. The attack showed that any charge, even if successful, would be attended with severe loss on our part•
.Having inflicted a severe loss in dead and wounded upon the Indians, and placed the
troops in such position as commanded their camp, and having secured the principal part of
their herd, I determined to maintain the position secured, prevent the escape of the Indians,
and make preparation to meet the re-enforcements from the north that the Nez Perces evidently expected.
As the casualties in my command were 20 per cent. of the force engaged, the rare of the
wounded, owing to the absence of tents, the utter lack of fuel, and the prevalence from the
evening of the 30th of a coid wind and snow-storm, became an exceedingly difficult matter.
Regarding this and and the methods subsequently adopted for the moving of the wounded
troops and Indians, I would invite attention to the inclosed extract from a report of Surgeon
H. R. Tilton, United States Army, chief medical officer, before· forwarded.
Captain Brotherton, with the train, arrived on the evening of October 1.
On the morning of October 1, I opened communication with the Nez Perces and Chief
Jo eph and several of his warriors came out under flag of truce. They showed a willingnes to urrender, and brought up a part of their arms ( 11 rifles and carbines), but, as I
believe, becoming suspicion from some remarks that were made in English in their hearing
tllo e in camp he itated to come forward and lay down their arms.
While Jo eph remained in our camp, I directed Lieut. L H. Jerome, Second Cavalry, to
1\:certain what was being done in tue Indian villao-e.
He went into the villao-e and was
0
detain d (but not barm£'d) until Joseph rP.turned to bis camp, on the afternoon ;f the 2d.
_In ommunications from the ba.ttle-fi ld of October 3 and 6. the progress and resu It of the
nera.l :-)turgis, at arroll, and General Howard, at that
. •ge hav b n r ported. I notified
llUJ on th
1i souri River n ar ow Island, of the fact that I had overtaken and surrounded
Jo. ph' hand. Their force m~v d_ north\~ard, but wa. subsequently turned back, the surrend r of the z ercc rendenng 1ts serv1ces unnecessary. General Howard came through
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with a small escort, arrived on the evening of the 4th, and was present at the surrender
Accompanying him were interpreter A. A. Chapman and two friendly Nez Perces, who were
very useful in communicating with the hostiles.
\
As I received no reply to my request for orders or information that should govern my
movements, I acted on what I supposed was the original design of the government to place
these Indians on their own reservation, and so informed them, and also sent assurances to
the war parties that were out, and those who bad escaped, that they would be taken to
Tougue River and retained for a time, and sent across the mountains as soon as the weather
permitted in the spring. They cheerfully complied. By subsequent orders they have been
removed to J:<'orts Lincoln and Leavenworth .
. As these people Nl,ve been hitherto loyal to the government and friends of the white race
from the time their country was first explored, and in their skilful campaigns have spared
hundreds of lives and thousands of dollars' worth of property that they might have destroyedr
and as they have, in my opinion, been grossly wronged in years past, have lost most of their
warriors, their homes, property, and everything except a small amount of clothing, I have the
honor to recommend that ample provision be made for their civilization, and to enable them
to ?ecome self~sustaining, They are sufficiently intelligent to appreciate the consideration
·
whwh, in my opinion, is justly due them from the government.
The Nez Perces are the boldest men and best marksmen of any Indians I have ever encountered, and Chief Joseph is a man of more sagacity and intelligence than any Indian I
hav_e ever met; he counseled against the war, and against the usual cruelties practiced by
Indians, and is far more humane than such Indians as Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull .
.The campaign of the Nez Perces is a good illustration of what would be the result of bad
fa1th or ill treatment toward the large tribes of Mountain Indians that occupy the whole
Roc~y Mountain range .
. Wlth the driving in of Lame Deer's (subsequently Fast Bull's) band, the last tribe of
SI_oux, who have been the terror of this whole regien, were forced out of this country, and
With the capture of theN ez Perces the Department of Dakota was cleared a second time during
the past twelve months of hostile Indians. Whether the results thus secured are to be rendered permanent or not will depend entirely upon the action of the government toward
these people .
. The movements against Indians herein reported involved marches in winter and summer,
m the aggregate exceeding four thousand miles, not including escort duty and marches to
and from the district.
Besides the large amount of property destroyed or captured, no less than 1,600 horses,
mules, and ponies have fallen into the hands of the command, and, without further mention
of other affairs of importance, each of the principal engagements has been followed by important surrenders of Indians, and upward of 7,000 hostile Indians have been either killeu,
captured, forced to surrender, or driven out of the country.
These achievements have required what has been cheerfully rendered-namely, faithful and
ardu~us service, patient endurance ofhardshi p, anu fortit!Jde in the face of su!fering and death.
Considering the results attained, t.he list of mortality has, however, been exceedingly smali.
In an experience of many years of military life, I have never witnessed officers more gallant
and faithful, with less hope of reward, and soldiers more loyal and brave than these have
shown themselves in scenes of great trial and danger.
Of the Indians that have been encountered, the followers of Sitting Bull are the wildest
and most hostile, led by a man who is not a hereditary chief, but who holds his present
pro~inent position through superstition, and by his persistent, bitter hostility toward the
~h1te race and his determination to maintain the Indian supremacy in this section; and this
disposition renders his band the nucleus for all the disaffected Indians in this region \
of country. Everything that tends toward civilization is most repulsive to him and to them,
and the fact of their having taken refuge on foreign soil does not end the troubles. That
large camp has been drawing to itself strength, both in men and materials of war, for several months, and a marked illustration of the danger is found in the fact that a band of Indians that took part in the Minnesota massacre an<l fled to British possessions participated in
the Custer massacre, on the Little Bighorn, Montana, June 25, 1876, and have again
returned to that territory.
Anticipating this result, on March 24, 1877, I requested that, should they take refuge on
foreign soil, " most prompt and decided measures be taken to retain them, or to prevent their
refitting for hostilities against the people of the United States."
The powerful tribes who left their agencies and assumed hostilities for various causessome of which would have had grea.t weight with the government if the complainants had
been white men-can, in my opinion, be made perfectly loyal, provided they can be treated
with justice &.nd humanity, and the action and disposition of the Cheyennes, Sioux, and
Nez Perces now in our hands are, in my opinion, proof of this. Tbree years ago I recommended that efforts be made to make this class of Indians a pastoral people, in order that
they might in that way adopt a mode of life somewhat in accordance with their former
lives and at the same time become se lf- ustaining.
In add ition to the military posts already constructed, I would recommend the establishment of a large post either opposite the mouth of the Musselshell on the Missouri, or near
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People's Creek, on Milk River. The advantage of placing it on the Missouri would be
economy of troops and supplies, and it would be near enough to observe the boundary-line,
and create a barrier between the hostile Sioux and friendly Indians of Western Montana.
The line of settlements would advance, occupying the rich valleys of the Judith Basin and
Musselshell. An abundance of building material will be found in the vicinity and a sufficient number of mechanics can be obtained in the territory.
There should be a camp of supplies on the Little Missouri for troops moving through that
section and as a protection to the direct line of communication to Bismarck.
The occupation of the Yellowstone Valley has divided the Indian country in twain, and,
second to the subjugation of the Indian, the object of military occupation has been attained
in obtaining accurate and valuable information regarding the character of the country and
opening the way to settlements. Although the Indians, when hostile, naturally seek the most
broken country for their retreats, and one in following them would form an unfavorable impression of such districts of Montana, yet the percentage of "bad lands" is by no means
great in comparison to the vast area of rich grazing, agricultural, and mineral lands in this
'l'erritory. The natural grasses of Montana will give more strength to horses and mules
' than those found in any territory between this and the Rio Grande, and judging from the
eondition of the game which abounds and the excellence of the beef which has been furnished
the command during the past twelve months, I am satisfied this country will soon become
one of the best stock-growing regions on the continent. I think the reports of the medical
officers will show this climate as healthful as any that troops ever served in, and the natives
of this section I think are as vigorous and hardy a race as can be found on the globe.
The occupation of this district has given protection to 400 miles of steamboat· navigation
of the Yellowstone River, and thrown open to settlement, besides the Yellowstone, the rich
valleys of the Big-born, Rosebud, Tongue, Powder, and Little Missouri Rivers.
The telegraph is a military necessity, and I would earnestly recommend that these posts
be connected by military telegraph with as little delay as practicable. Rapid and direct
mail communication is needed with the terminus of the Northern Pacific Railroad at Bismarck,_ and the construction of that grE:at national enterprise should, in my opinion, be encouraged by every legitimate means. The military advantages to be derived from its ex. tension, though very great, would be incomparable with the political and commercial interests
developed by opening this avenue of free communication between the Eastern States and
the settlements of Montana and the Pacific slope.
The acting engineer officer at these headquarters, Lieut. 0. F. Long, Fifth Infantry, has
forwarded to department headquarters his field-notes of distances and topography of country
marched over. Orders were given that the officers performing that duty with detachments
from the main command should forward notes or tracings of their marches.
I have in preparation, and shall forward on receipt of reports of subordinate commanders,
a list of names of officers and enlisted men whom I desire to recommend for brevets and
medals of honor. I am aware that this service has been regarded by some as not coming
Within the purview of section 1209, Revised Statutes of the United States, but those who
endure the hardships and encounter the dangers of a service in which there is no middle
ground between success and death by torture, are unable to give it any name less mild
than" war."
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,
Colonel Fifth Infantry, Brevet Major-General, U. S. A., Commanding.
ASSISTANT AD JUT ANT-GENERAL,

Depart'TIWnt of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

MIDDLE DISTRICT.
· FOHT RICE, FORT A. LINCOLN, FORT STEVENSON, POS'f OF STANDING ROCK.
HEADQUARTER MIDDLE DISTRICT,
DEPAR'fMENT OF DAKOTA,

Standing Rock, Dak., October 3, 1877.
SIR : For information in regard to the operations of the troops in this district during the
P~ t year, I ha.v_e the honor to refer you to the reports of the commanding officers of Fort
R1ce, Fort A. Lmcoln, and Fort Stevenson, Dale, which are herewith inclosed; also the
report of the commanding officer of the post of Standing Rock, Dak., forwarded to you on
the 27th ultimo.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P . CARLIN,
Lieutena?lt- Colonel Seventeenth Infantry, Commanding District.
A I T N'l' ADJ 'l'A "T- E "ER L
D partmcnt of Dakota, 'saint Paul, .IUinn.
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HEADQUARTERS FoRT RICE, DAK.,

September 21, 1877.
SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 19th in·
stant calling for a report of the operations of this command for the past year. In reply, I
have the honor to state that in July, 1876, the garrison was composed of Companies D, Seventeenth Infantry (Clarke's), under command of First Lieut. James Humbert, Seventeenth
Infantry; strength, 2 commissioned officers and 50 enlisted men; and B, First Infantry
(Mallery's), under command of Lieutenant Reed, First Infantry; strength, 1 commissioned
officer and 36 enlisted men.
The regular garrison was then composed of Companies H (Bentsen's) and M (French's),
Seventh Cavalry, and were on Yellowstone expedition, under command of Brig. Gen. A. H.
Terry, United ~tates Army, operating against hostile Indians.
These companies returned from the Yellowstone expedition to Fort A. Lincoln, Dak., in
October, 1876, and formed part of expedition to Cheyenne agency, Dak., under command
of Col. S. G. Sturgis, Seventh Cavalry (disarming Indians), and returned to this post November 10, 1876. The garrison was re-enforced November 13,1876, by Companies A (Moylan's) and D (Godfrey's), Seventh Cavalry; strength, 3 commissioned officers and 11:!0 enlisted men.
.
Company B (Mallery's), First Infantry, left the post November 8, 1876, for Fort Sully,
Dak. Company B (Clarke's), Seventeenth Infantry, left the post November 17, 1876, for
Fort A. Lincoln, Dak.
·
The garrjson was re-enforced by Company H, Seventeenth Infantry (Howe's), April 13,
1877 ; strength, J commissioned ·officer and 44 enlisted men. This company was on garrison duty at Fort Lincoln during the summer of 1876, and on General Sturgis's expedition
to Cheyenne agency, Dak., during part of the months of October and November, same
year. Second Lieut. Alexander Ogle, Seventeenth Infantry, joined post May 1, 1877, and
is temporarily attached to Company H, Seventeenth Infantry, and post-adjutant.
Companies A, D, H, and M, Seventh Cavalry, left this post April 19, 1877, under command of Lieut. Col. Elmer Otis, Seventh Cavalry, en route to junl'.tion with forces at Fort
Lincoln, for campaign against hostile Indians in the Yellowstone country. The garrison
was re-enforced May 10, 1877, by Company C, Twentieth Infantry (Taylor's), under command of First Lieut. A. Wishart, Twentieth Infantry; strength, 1 commissioned officer and
35 enlisted men; subsequently, its captain, R. M. Taylor, Twentieth Infantry, rejoined from
leave of absence June 15, 1877, and· Second Lieut. E. W. Maxwell, Twentieth Infantry, '
,
,
.
joined July 25, 1877.
Companies A, D, H, and M, Seventh Cavalry, are still in the field in the Yellowstone
country, operating 'a gainst hostile Indians, and a full narrative of the transactions of these
companies cannot be bad at present while they were on duty in the field during the cam·
paign of 1876, as all data is a matter of company record, and is with said companies in the
field.
·
Lieut. Col. Elmer Otis, Seventh Cavalry, arrived at the post July 31, 1877, from field service on account of sickness, and resumed command of the post August 1, 1877.
·
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
ELMER OTIS,
Lieutenant-Colonel Seventlt Cavalry, Commanding Post.
To the AcTING AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Headquarters Middle District, Depa1·tment of Dakota, Standing Rock, Dak.

HEADQUARTERS FORT A. LINCOLN, DAK.,

September 21, 1S77.
SIR: In compliance with circular-letter from headquarters Department of Dakota, dated
September 12, 1877, I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of this
command for the past year (from September, 1876):
The post at this date was garrisoned by Companies A and H, Seventh Infantry, and Companies G and D, Twentieth Infantry. Company B, Sixth Infantry, arrived at the post September 20, 1876, from expedition, in obedience to orders from department headquarters, and
took station. The Seventh Regiment of Cavalry arrived at post September 26, 1876, from
expedition, in obedience to instructions from the department commander. Six companies,
A, C, D, E, I, and L, took station; the remaining companies encamped near the post. Five
hundred and thirty-six recruits joined from depot September 28, 1876, and were assigned to
the companies of the Seventh Cavalry, same date.
Companies B, E, F, H, I, K, L, and M, Seventh Cavalry; Companies A and H, Seventeenth
Infantry; C and D, Twentieth Infantry; and a detachment of 28 scouts crossed the Missouri River October 17, 1876, and remained in camp until October 20, 1876, when, under
command of Colonel Sturgis, Seventh Cavalry, they proceeded to Standing ·Rock, Dak., for
the purpose of disarming and dismounting agency Indians.
Companies A, C, D, and G, Seventh Cavalry, under command of Major Reno, proceeded,
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October 21,1876, on the west side of the Missouri River, to Standing Rock, Dak., for the
same purpose.
These movements were made in compliance with instructions from the department commander. Colonel Sturgis, with his command, excepting Companies I, H, and M, Seventh
Cavalry, returned to the post November 11, 1876. Company F, Seventh Cavalry, left the
command at Cheyenne agency, Dak., November 1, 1876, to conduct a herd of Indian ponies
to Fort Abercrombie, Dak., and then to take station at that post. Companies Hand M,
Seventh Cavalry, separated from the command November 10, 1876, and took station at Fort
Rice, Dak. Major Reno, with Companies A, D, C, and G, returned November 3,1876, in
charge of a herd of Indian ponies. These ponies were sent to Saint Paul, Minn., a few
days afterwards, under charge of Li13utenant Carland, Sixth Infantry. Companies A and D,
Seventh Cavalry, left post November 12, 1876, to take station at Fort Rice, Dak.
The following-named troops left post pursuant to telegraphic instructions from department headquarters:
Company .A, Seventeent.h Infantry, November 3, 1876, for Fort Abercrombie, Dak.
Company D, Twentieth Infantry, November 15, 1876, for Fort Pembina, Dak.
Company D, Twentieth Infantry, November 15, 1876, for Fort Ripley, Minn.
Company H, Seventeenth Infantry, November 18, 1876, for Camp Hancock, Dak.
Company C, Seventh Cavalry, November 18, 1876, for Fort Totten, Dak.
On the 17th of November Company D, Seventeenth Infantry, arrived at post from Fort Rice,
Dak., for station. Lieutenant Gurley, Sixth Infantry, with a detachment of the Sixth Infantry temporarily at post November 23, 1876, en route to Fort Stevenson, Dak., with instructions to repair the mounds on route to that post.
Company G, Seventeenth Infantry, arrived at post December 18, 1876, from the field
(Tongue River), and, in compliance with telegraphic instruetion from headquarters, Department of Dakota, took station.
Lieut. Col. Elmer Otis, Seventh Cavalry, with Companies A, D, H, and M, Seventh Cavalry, arrived at post from Fort Rice, Dak., April22, 1877, for field service, in compliance with
orders from department headquarters, and encamped near post;
Lieutenant-Colonel Buell and Major Bartlett, Eleventh Infantry, with Companies C, F,
and G, same regiment, arrived at post April 27, 1877, per steamer Key West, pursuant to
orders from department headquarters, and encamped near post.
The six companies, B, E, G, I, K, and L, Seventh Cavalry, stationed at this post, joined the
battalion, Seventh Cavalry, from Fort Rice, Dak., in camp south of the post, April 30, 1877.
Lieutenant-Colonel Otis, Major Merrill, and Companies A, B, D, E, G, H, I, K, L, and M,
Seventh Cavalry, left post May 1, 1877. Colonel Sturgis, regimental adjutant and noncommission staff, Seventh Cavalry, May 2, 1877, crossing the Missouri River and proceeding, May 3, 1877, to Fort Buford, Dak. Companies A, B, and H, Eleventh Infantry, a od
Companies B, G, H, and K, First Infantry, arrived at post and joined the Eleventh Infantry,
in camp near post, May 2, 1877.
The following troops left post, proceeding up river by boat:
The battalion First Infantry, May 3, 1877; Company H, Eleventh Infantry, May 20, 1877;
Companies A, B, C, and I, Eleventh Infantry, May 15, 1877; Company G, Eleventh Infantry,
May :l6, 1877.
Company B, Fleventeenth Infantry (Captain Pearson), arrived at post June 2, 1877, for temporary station, pursuant to orders from department headquarters. Lieutenant Kislingbury,
Eleventh Infantry, and a detachment of infantry, arrived at post June 20, 1877, in charge of
a herd of ponies. These ponies were sold at public auction at Bismarck, Dak. The detachment left post to rejoin station.
Lieutenants Campbell and Sharpe, and a detachment of 38 enlisted men of Twenty-second
Infantry, joined post June 27, 1R77, to await the arrival of battalion Twenty-second Infantry,
from the field. Companies E, F, G, I, H, and K, Twenty· second Infantry, arrived at post
July 1 , 1877, from the field, en route for l!,ort Wayne, Mich.
Capt. S. Baker and 14 enlisted men of Company B, Sixth Infantry, left post July 21, 1877,
as escort to a wagon-train w route to Fort Buford, Dak.; Companies E and F, Twentysecond Infantry, left post July 22, 1877, en route to Fort Mackinaw and Brady, Mich., respectively ; Companies G, H, 1, and K, Twenty-second Infantry, left post en route to Chi·
cago, Ill., July :l:3, I 77, in obedience to in tructions from headquarters Department of Dakota.
Captain Bal{er returned with detachment of Company B, Sixth Infantry, August 12, 1877.
Company C, eventh Cavalry, arrived at post August 25, l 77, in compliance with instructions from department headquarters. L eft post August 2 , l 877, en route for Deadwood,
ak.
'o narrative of the tran actions of the troops on detached service from this post can be
given, ~s no offi~ial report .have b en received from them si nce their departure.
I amved at th1s post Apnl22, 1 77, from Fort Rice, Dak., and assumed command May I,
1 77.
ery re pectfully, your obedi nt servant,
J. ·G. TILFORD,
A.· I '1'..\.·T ADJ T .• ·T- E.'F.R L,
LJ partrn nt of Dakota, aint Paul, Minn.

Major Se'Denll' Ca"Dalry, Commandinf!.
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.
September 27, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with circular-letter from department headquarters under date of the
12th instant, I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of this command for the past year:
There have been no marches, scouts, or change of troops, excepting the transfer of Company H, Sixth Infantry, to Fort Buford Dale, on April 23, of the present year.
During the past winter, small escorts of two or three men were occasionally furnished
officers traveling from here to Bismarck. Outside of this, the command has done nothing
but the ordinary routine duty of a post.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. L. CRAFT)
First Lieutenant Sixtlt Infantry, Commanding Post.
ACTING ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

I

HeadquaTters Middle DistTict, Standing Rock, Dak.

HEADQUARTERS PosT oF STANDING RocK, DAK.,

September 27, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with the instructions contained in your circular-letter of the 12th instant, i have the honor to snbmit the following report of the operations of my command
during the past year:
At the date of my last annual report (September 8, 1876), this post was garrisoned by
seven companiesofinfautry, viz: G and K. First, A, Sixth, H, Eleventh, E and F, Seventeenth,
and H, Twentieth Infantry. The headquarters and band of the Seventeenth Infantry and
four Indian scouts were also present. On the 24th of September, 1876, Companies A and
B. Eleventh Infantry, arrived at the post. The total force of enlisted men on September 25,
1876, was 429.
In view of the hostilities of a large portion of the Sioux Natio·n at that time, and the excitement following the defeat of the Seventh Cavalry, and the destruction of the five companies with Lieutenant-Colonel Custer on June 25, 1876, the garrison had been suddenly increased from two to nine companies of infantry, the wisdom of which act was clearly apparent to me on my arrival in August last year. The Indians I found to be insolent and defiant. It was almost imp•)Ssible to get an interview with their head chiefs. The agent at
that time bad apparently instilled into their minds a bitter feeling against the military. They
were in constant communication with the hostiles, and were sending supplies of all kinds to
them. ' Their camps were situated so far from the post, that it was impossible for the small
military force here then to watch their operations or to prevent them. One of the first steps
taken by the undersigned after assuming command was to compel the Blackfeet and Uncpapa bands, then encamped two miles from the post, to move within cannon range of it.
This was only accomplished after the Indians were informed that I should attack them in
their camps if they failed to move by a given day.
Having become convinced that the agent of that day, John Burke, was treacherous to the
interests of the government and of the Indians, I took possession of the Indian agency,
and detailed Capt. R. E .•Johnston, First Infantry, as acting Indian agent on the 30th of August.
The particulars of this affair were reported at the time. My ~ction was sustained by the
Hon. Secretary of the Interior, and I was placed in absolute control of the agency. From
that day the Indians became submissive and respectful to those in authority.
On the 15th of September, 1876, one hostile band belonging to this agency came into the
post and surrendered themselves (142 persons-), 100 ponies, and 29 guns. For several
months thereafter small parties of Indians came ,in and surrendered, till at the close of the
winter the number of Indians at the agency had risen from about 2,200 to about 2,500 persons.
On the 22d of October, the garrison of this post., in connection with the Seventh Cavalry,
all under the command of Brigadier-General Terry, commanding the Department of Dakota,
moved on the Indian camps in the vicinity of the post, and took all the horses and arms
that could be found. Many Indians snc<:eeded in concealing their arms and running away
their horses, but nearly all have since then been captured or voluntarily surrendered.
On the 31st of October I turned over to Maj. M. A. Reno, Seventh Cavalry, 1,01 5 ponies
seized from the Indians; on the 11th of November I sent in charge ofLieut. George N. Roach,
Seventeenth Infantry, 193 ponies seized between the 31st of October and the 11th of November. On the 21st of November, Lieut. P. F. Kislingbury, Eleventh Infantry, with a
mounted detachment proceeded to Oak Creek and Grand River and secured 19 ponies.
November 27, the same officer proceeded with a mounted detachment toward Cheyenne
agency, Dak., and Hermaphrodite Creek, and returned with 43 pon!es. On the 2d of December he proceeded to Stone Fort.ou Grand River, thence to Elkhorn Butte, thence by In·
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dian trail to Owl Creek, in search of Indian ponies. He return~d on the 7th of the same
month, having secured 87 horses and mules.
On the 13th of December he proceeded again to Cheyenne agency, and by scouting
between Standing Rock and that point, captured 67 ponies, returning on the 26th of Decem~~

.

On the 6th of February, 1877, Lieutenant Kislingbury, with his mounted detachment, was
sent in charge of 255 ponies to Saint Paul, via Fort Sisseton and Fort Abercrombie, arriving
at Saint Paul with trifling loss.
During the month of February, 34 ponies were picked up by seouting-parties in charge of
Lieut. George L. Rousseau, Twentieth Infantry.
On the 30th of April, 1877, Companies G and K, First, and A, B, and H, Eleventh Infantry, left this post for field-service in the Yellowstone command, and on the same day Companies I and K, Seventeenth Infantry, arrived from Cheyenne River agency.
May 5, 1877, Lieutenant Kislingbury, with a mounted detachment, left the post for the
vicinity of Grand River, returning two days later, having secured 19 ponies. May 16, the
same officer, with a mounted detachment, proceeded to Cannonball River, scouted up tb~t
stream to a point where the Bismarck and Black Hills road crosses it, thence south and
southeast, opposite Fire Steel Creek, returning to the post on the 24th of May, having captured 29 ponies. May 30, Lieutenant Kislingbury, with Lieutenant Kilpatrick, Seventeenth
Infantry, and a mounted detachment, proceeded to Moreau River and returned on the 11th
of J nne with 42 ponies and two guns taken from the Indians. June 18, Lieutenant Kislingbury, with a mounted detachment, proceeded to Bismarck, Dak., with a herd of 109 ponies,
which were sold at public sale for $1,946.05. On the 24th of July, Lieutenant Kislingbury,
with a detachment of two enlisted men and eight scouts, left the post, in obedience to instructions from headquarters Department of Dakota, to take charge of and conduct to this post a
herd of 200 cows for distribution to Indians, returning to the post September 19 with all the
cows except five, four of which were left at Fort Sisseton, foot-sore, and one was left 20 miles
from this post unable to travel.
Since October 22, 1876, 1,963 animals have been taken from the Indians and disposed of
as follows:
No. of head.

October 31, 1876, sent to Fort Lincoln by Major RenQ .. _.... _. . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . • • . 1, 015
109
November 11, 1876, sent to Fort Lincoln by Lieutenant Roach ...••.. ... . .... ....
February 6, 1877, sent to Saint Paul by Lieutenant Kislingbury .. .•.••. ...•.. ....
255
March 19, 1877; sold at post .................................. ___ . .. . . . .. . . • • . . .
1l
June 16, 1877, sold at post .................. ________ ------ ...... ------........
33
June 21, 22, and 25, 1877, sold at public auction at Bismarck . ...•.•..••••.... ---107
211
Transferred to Indian Department. __ ._ .. _.....••.. _.••... ___ . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . .
Transferred to Quartermaster's Department. ..•... _.••.. __ ... __ •.... _.. . . . . . . . • . .
36
To half-breeds and Indians as compensation, for hunting purposes.............. . . . .
20
J0
Used in mounted detachment ... _•... ___ ..... _..... _... __ ... _•• _.. _.... .. . . .. ..
Died at various dates .............................. ·----·............ ... . .....
59
On hand to be disposed of. .... _.... __ •.. ____ .... _~ _. __ •. ___ .. __ ... .. . . . . .. . . . .
13
Total amount received for ponies sold at Standing Roek and Bismarck, $2,953.05, which
was forwarded to Lieut. E. B. Gibbs, Saint Paul, Minn.
When the undersigned assumed command of this post, on the 16th of August, 1876, the
quarters and barracks and store-houses were barely sufficient to shelter and provide for two
companies of troops. An allotment of $9,000 haYing been made for butting the troops, work
was commenced about the lOth of September, and on the 4th of November all the nine companies, band, Seventeenth Infantry, and officers were all provided with comfortable barrack
and quarters, all having been built for about half of the sum allotted. The quarters and
barracks for five companies were built exclusively by the labor of the troops that occupied
them; the remainder of- the allotment b8.13 b.een expended in improving and finishing the
necessary buildings of the post. A special report, dated December 1, 1876, has been made
on this subject.
In the month of June it became necessary to use a mounted detachment under Lieutenant
Kislingbury in removin g the Indians from the east bank to the west bank of the Missouri
River at the request of the Indian agent, who stated that be was acting under the orders of
the Indian Department at Washington.
'I be troops constituting the summer garrison of the post have been kept constantly employed in building, road-making, and other labors incident to the new and unfinished con·
dition of the post .
. To-day the garrison bas been decreased two companies in the event of Companies A,
1xth_, and H, Twentieth Infantry changing station to Fort Rice and Fort Totten, repectJVely.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. CARLIN,
Lieutenant-Colonel eventeenth Infantry, Commanding Post.
To lajor EOR ED. R · LE ,
..d. tstant Adjutant-General, IIeadquarters Department of Dalccta, Saint Paul, Minn.
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT.
HEADQUARTERS SOUTHERN DISTRICT,
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA,

Cheyenne A~ency, Dak., Septernber 26, 1877.
SIR : Iu compliance with instructions contained in circular-letter of the 12th instant from
headquarters Department of Dakota, I have the honor to report, for the . information of the
department commander, that during the past year the troops of this command have performed tbe usual garrison duties, and have been employed in controlling the Sioux Indians
on their reservations, preserving the peace along the border, enforcing the Indian-intercourse
laws, and on scouts and expeditions within and without the district.
Owing to the continued Indian troubles in the department. the troops of this command
were re-enforced in the latter part of August and early part of September of last year by the
arrival at the post of Cheyenne agency from the Department of Texas, where they had been
serving, of seven companies of the Eleventh Infantry, 21 officers and 302 enlisted men; in
November, by the arrival at Fort Sully, from Fort Rice, of one company of the First Infantry,
3 officers and 48 enlisted men; and in the early part of December by the arrival at Cheyenne agency of the headquarters and band of the Eleventh Infantry, transferred 'from the
Department of Texas, bringing the strength of the command up to 65 officers and 970 enlisted men, present and absent, stationed as follows, viz:
Cheyenne agency, 28 officers and 480 enlisted men.
Lower Brule ag·ency, 9 officers and 115 enlisted men.
Fort Randall, 13 officers and 171 enlisted men.
Fort Sully, 15 officers and 204 enlisted men.
Since that time the strength of the command has been gradually diminished by .various
causes, principally by the discharge of enlisted men, under the requirements of the recent
War Department General Orders, fixing the standard of infantry companies at 37 men per
company, and by the transfer of two companies of the Seventeenth Infantry from Cheyenne
agency to Standing Rock agency, in the middle district, until the strength now stands 65
officers and 687 enlisted men, distributed at the four posts above mentioned, as follows, viz ~
Cheyenne agency, ~6 officers and 313 enlisted men.
Fort Sully, ~0 officers and 211 enlisted men.
Lower Brule agency, 3 officers and 39 enlisted men.
Fort Randall, 16 officers and 124 enlisted men.
Of the 6f> officers and 687 enlisted men belonging to the district, there were present, at
the end of last month, 43 officers and 452 enlisted men.
Five of the companies belonging to the distrjct, viz, three of the Eleventh Infantry
from the post of Cheyenne agency, and two of the First Infantry from Fort Sully, have
been on detached service in the field since the latter part of April last; the former, when
last heard from, being at the post on the Bighorn, Mont., and the latter at the cantonment
on Tongue River, Mont.
In the latter part of October last a detachment, consisting of 4 officers and 90 enlisted
men of the Eleventh Infantry, under Capt. Mason Jackson 'of the same regiment. were sent
from the post of Cheyenne agency in connection with three companies of the First Infantry under Capt. Leslie SmHh, from Fort Sully, to co-operate with a battalion of the Sev·
eath Cavarly, under Colonel Sturgis, from Fort Lincoln, in disarming and dismounting the
Sioux Indians then living on the Cheyenne River agency reservation, all under the personal
. supervision of the department commander. During that month and the month of November, all the Indians then present at that agency, were disarmed and dismounted; 337 who
arrived at the agency from the hostile camp on the last day of November were disarmed
and dismounted the following day.
About the middle of December a detachment, consisting of I officer and 31 enlisted men
(infantry) and 10 Indian scouts, were sent from the post of Cheyenne agency to Yankton,
Dak., with a herd of 605 surrendered Indian punies, which werfl turned over at the latter
place to the Quartermaster's Department for sale. This detachment returned about the
middle of January. Distance marched, 540 miles.
In April last one company of the First Infantry left Fort Randall for the purpose of es·
carting the Ponca Indians, en route to the Indian Territory, as far as Columbus, Nebr.
This company returned to Fort Randall early in June, having marched a distance of 275
miles.
On the 1st of May a detachment consisting of I officer and 15 enlisted men (infantry),
and 10 Indian scouts, left the post of Cheyenne agency, having in charge a herd of 369
surrendered Indian ponies, which they took to Yankton, Dak., and turned over to the Quartermaster's Department for sale. This detachment returned June 3, having marched a
distance of 540 miles.
May 5, two companies, one of the Eleventh and orie of the Twentieth Infantry, left the
post of Cheyenne agency for temporary duty at Fort Sully, during the absence of the two
companies ordered from the latter post to Ponca agency for temporary duty.
July 27, two companies of the First Infantry left Fort Randall, en rotGte to Chicago, Ill.,
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for temporary duty during the riots. Returned to Fort Randall, August 19, having traveled
a distance of 1,374 miles.
July 28, a detachment consisting, of 1 officer, 7 enlisted men (infantry), and 15 Indian
scouts, left the post of Cheyenne agency for Yankton, Dale, for the purpose of inspecting,
receiving, and conducting to Cheyenne agency the herd of 450 cows purchasP.d for In·
dians at that agency. This detachment is still absent.
Since the close 'of the campaign of l as~ year, the Sioux Indians at the agencies within
this Jistrict have been remarkably quiet, peaceable, and well behaved. It is not known
or believed that any have left the agencies to join the hostiles, while many have separated
themselves from the hostiles and come in and delivered themselves up at the post of Cheyenne agency, surrendering their horses and arms. A number have left t.hat agency, but not
for hostile purposes. A majority of the latter have been traced to other agencies, where
some have gone to visit relatives or friends, and others for the purpo ~e of remaining. Ac·
customed to an active, wandering life, they no doubt find it extremely irksome to be confined
io particular localities with nothing to oceupy their time or minds but receiving their an·
nuity goods, drawing their weekly rations, dancing, eating, and drinking. Could they be
employed in some useful way, whieh would benefit themselves, they would no doubt be
more contented with their present lot.
The arrival of the 450 cows referreJ to above, purchased, it is understood, from the proceeds of the sale of their horses, for the Indians at Cheyenne River agency, will give them
something to do, and will, in a measure, if they are properly disposed of, turn their attention from their former mode of life, and no doubt gradually lead them to be a pastoral" people. Not much can be expected from the present generation in the way of agrieulture; that
had better be left for their children, many of whom are now attending the mission schools
at the agencies. These schools have been established for several years, but at Chey~nt;e
agency, and perhaps at most of the others, very little progress has bl'en made until w1thm
the past year. At that agency the Indians express themselves as being desirous of having
more schools, and seem anxious to send their children to t.hern; while the latter are g_uite
punctual in their attendance, are respectful to their teachers, and are making fair progress.
The disarming and partial dismounting of the Cheyenne River Agency Indians was a
severe, but, in my opinion, a wise measure, and to it, no doubt, is owing in a great degree
their present peaceable disposition. At that agency they were permitted to retain, when the
dismounting took place, some 400 horses-about one for every able-bodied warrior. It is
supposed these were allowed them for the purpose of assisting them in tilling the soH, and in
carrying their rations from the agency to their villages, but it is believed oxen would answer just as well, and perhaps better. In fact, some are now used by them for that purpose.
If the Indians are to be kept at the agencies and fed and cared for by the government, they
do not need horses. A Sioux without his horse is, comparatively, a very harmless being.
Since the close of the campaign of last year, 589 Indians have come in from the hostile
camps and delivered themselves up to the military at the post of Cheyenne agency, surrendering 1,04() ponies a~d mules and 266 fire-arms of various kinds. Of the horses, 974 were
sent to Yankton, Dak., for sale by the Quartermaster's Department, as stated above, and 46
perished during the winter while being herded in the vicinity of that post; 10 horses,
branded U. S., and 16 mules, were turned over to the Quartermaster's Department, in compliance with orders from the department commander.
This list of horses does not include any of those taken from the Indians at Cheyenne
agency in October last, under the personal supervision of the department commander referred to above. There are no official records obtainable here showing the number taken
at that time, but it is understood that a.ll the horses then at that ao-ency belonging to
Indians were collected together, estimated from 1,200 to 1,500 head, an"'d of these between
900 and 1,000 were sent under charge of a company of the Seventh Cava~ry to Fort Abercrombie, Dak., and from thence were afterward sent to Saint Paul, Minn., where they were
sold by the Quartermaster's Department.
An accurate account of the Indians at the Cheyenne River agency was taken by the
military in December last, at which time I ,903 were found to be present. Since then 252
have come in from the hostiles and surrendered) bringing the number up to 2, 155. Out of
this number some 231 have wandered off to other agencies, leaving now at that agency
1,924 Indians.
At the other agencies within the district there are reported to be as follows, viz: Crow
Creek agency, about 1,200 Indians; Low Pr Brule agency, about 900; Yankton agency,
about 2,000; making a total of about 6,000 Indians within the district.
At the two new agencie now being e tablished, one at Yellow Medicine and the other at
th.e Old Ponca agency, it is reported there will soon be located some 10,000 Indians. Thi
w~ll give six agencies within the district, embracing some Hi,OOO Indians, one-third of whom
w11l b located at Yellow Medicine, 30 miles from the nearest military post (Lower Brule
ag~nc~). Bye ta.blishing a mil1tary po t at thi. agency (Yellow Medicine), and by con. ohda _mg the Indian · now at tb Cheyenne River, Crow Creek, Lower Brule, and Yankton
ag ·ncJ ··,and l'stabli hing tb m on the Yankton reserve, the military stations of Cheyenne
age~H'-J' and Lower Bmlc could be di continued. In this event, by larCTely increasing the
~>am on at I ort Randall, that. post would be snfficient to guard and pr~tect the border in
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that vicinity, and to control all the Indians on the Yankton and Ponca reserves, both being
east of that post. The cost of transporting supplies for the troops and Indians, and maintaining these two agencies and the two military posts, would be very much less than it is
for the six agencies and three posts as•now established, to say nothing of the better location
for both Indians and troops.
The Yankton reserve is said to contain some 400,000 acres of land, 200,000 acres ot
which are tillable. This would give to each of the 6,000 Indians now in the district, if consolidated there, about 33t acres of tillable land and about the same quantity of grazing-land.
This reserve should be divided among these Indians and they be compelled to work it,
for unless this is done it is hardly to be supposed, considering the rapidity with which that
section of country is now being settled up by the whites, that the Indians will be permitted
to retain so much valuable land without making great efforts to improve it.
It is pretty well known that of the three agencies herein recommended to be removed to
the Yankton reserve .none are fit for agricultural purposes, and that the Indians cannot be
made self-supporting on them.
'
It is reported that the Indians at the Yankton agency raised last year some 800 bushes of
wheat, 12,000 bushels of corn, and 1,200 bushels of vegetables, and cut some 2,700 tons of
hay, and that this year the crops at that agency will be threefold greater than those of last
year.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. WOOD,
Colonel Eleventh United States Infantry, Commanding Dilltrict.
1

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

CHEYENNE AGENCY.
HEADQUAR'fERS CHEYENNE AGENCY, DAK.~

Septembe1· 29, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowlP.dge the receipt of circular-l~tter from headquarters
Departm~nt of Dakota, dated the 12th instant, calling for ,a report of the operations of this
command for the past year, and in compliance with the instructions contained therein, to
submit the following:
I arrived at this post with the headquarters' band and laundresses of my regiment on the
5th of December last, and the next morning assumed command, relieving Lieutenant-Colonel
Buell, of my regiment, who had been in command since September 4.
At the time of my arrival the command consisted of one field officer, two medical officers,
one commissary sergeant, one hospital steward, nine companies of infantry (seven of · the
Eleventh and two of the Seventeenth), and 20 Indian scouts, a total of 27 officers and 466
enlisted men present and absent.
The command at present consists of 2 field officers, 2. medical officers, 1 ordnance sergeant,
1 hospital steward, l commissary sergeant, the non-commissioned staff and band Eleventh
I~fantry, 5 companies of that regiment, and 25 Indian scouts, making a total of 20 commisSIOned officers and 229 enlisted men present and absent. 'l'he total number present, 10 officers and 149 enlisted men.
'l'he reduction in the strength of the garrison was caused by the transfer of the two comp~nies (I and K) Seventeenth Infantry to Standing Rock, Dak., in April last; two compames of the Eleventh Infantry (C and F) to Bighorn Barracks, Mont., in the present month,
and by the discharge from the service of enlisted men under the recent War Department
.order reducing the standard of companies from 54 oo 37.
.
During the past year the troops have performed the usual garrison duties, have been employed in constructing t.he buildings at the post, in controlling the Indians at this agency,
in enforcing tbe Indian intercourse laws, and on sr.outs imd expeditions.
In September, Lieutenant Hoyt, Eleventh Infantry, was sent from this post by authority
of the Lieutenant-General to the Department of Texas for the purpose of obtaining the annual sup.ply of clothing and camp and garrison equipage, and the authorized baggage of
officers and r.ompanies pertaining to the Eleventh Infantry, and shipping the same to the
several posts in the Departm ent of Dakota where the companies of that regiment were then
serving. This officer, after seeing all t-he property shipped, except that from the post of
Fort Brown, whieh was quarantined on account of yellow fever, returned to this post early
in November. :E'earing navigation would soon be closed, in con~:~equence of the lateness of
the season, Lieutenant Hoyt wa. again ordered to Texas for the purpose of bringing up the
stores and baggage from Fort Brown. Finding them at Omaha en 1·oute he returned with
them to this post overland from Yankton, the rivr,r having closed in the meantime.
In tbe latter part of October a detachment of J 03 general-service recruits arrived at the
post from depot under Capt. Mason Jackson, Eleventh Infantry, and were assigned to the
companies of that and the Seventeenth Regiment of Infantry serving at the post. ,
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A detachment consisting of 4 officers and 90 enlisted men under Capt. Mason Jackson,
Eleventh Infantry, was sent from this post in the latter part of the same month to co-operate with a battalion of the First Infantry from Fort Sully, and a battalion of the Seventh
Cavall·y from Fort Abraham Lincoln in disarming the several bands of Sioux Indians then
present at this agency. This was effect{ld under the p ersonal supervision of the department
commander, occupying several days, and it was no doubt owing to the strong force of troops
displayed upon this occasion that tht3 Indians submitted to the disarming and dismountingwith such good grace. The post records do not show the number of horses taken from the
Indians at this time, but I have heard it stated by officers and others that between 1.200 and
1,500 were collected together. Out of this herd the Indians were allowed to take and retain
some 400 head. The remainder, it is understood, were sent under charge of a company of
the Seventh Cavalry to Fort Abercrombie, Dak., and subsequently to Saint Paul, Minn.,
where they were sold. by the Quartermaster's Department.
In the middle of December Lieutenant Mansfield, Eleventh Infantry, with a detachment
consisting of ~] enlisted men of his regiment and 10 Indian scouts, were sent to Yankton.
Dak., in charge of 605 Indian horses, which he turned over to the Quartermaster's Department, in compliance with orders, for sale. This detachment returned in the middle of January, having marched 540 miles.
In the latter part of April three companies of the Eleventh Infantry (C, F, and G), 10
Indian scouts, and 1 medical officer, under Lieutenant-Colonel Buell of that regiment, left
this post en route to Fort Abraham Lincoln for field service. While at the latter post this
detachment was ordered, with other troopg, to the mouth of the Little Bighorn River for
the purpose of assistipg in constructing the buildings at the post to be established near the
mouth of that river. One company of this detachment reached its destination in the latter
part of June, and the other two early in July, after much hard labor and ma ny vexatious
delays. On the 24th of the present month two of these companies (C and F) were transferred to the post of Bighorn barracks. The other company is now under orders to return
to this post upon being relieved from detached service at that post.
On the 24th of April the two companies of the Seventeenth Infantry (I and K) left
this post for Standing Rock agency, having been transferred to that post, and on the same
day two companies (E and I) of the Twentieth Infantry, arrived from Lower Brule agency,
and took station at this post. The last named companies remained here until July 3, when
they were transferred to the post of Fort Sully.
On the 1st of May, a detachment of 15 enlisted men of Infantry and 10 Indian scouts,
under, Lieutenant Hoffman, Eleventh Infantry, left this post, having in charge 369 surrendered Indian horses, which they ~onducted to Yankton, Dak., where they were sold by the
quartermaster's department. This detachment returned June 3, having marched a distance
of 540 miles.
Companies D of the Eleventh Infantry and E of the Twentieth Infantry were sent from
this post May 5 to Fort Sully, for temporary duty , during the absence of the two companies
sent from the latter post to Fort Randall for temporary duty. Company D returned to this
post July 3. The other company remained at Fort Sully, having been transferred to that
post as already mentioned.
July 5, Lieutenant Brown, Eleventh Infantry, with six Indian scouts, left the post and
proceeded to Yellow Medicine Creek, on the Indian reservation, for the purpose of warning off certain partiqs of w bite men engaged in cutting wood at that place without proper
authority. On the same day another detail of scouts, under a non-commissioned officer, w:as
sent to Moreau Creek for a similar purpose. These detachments found the parties of wh1te
men at those places engaged in cutting wood; warned them away, and notified them of the
penalty, if again found trespassing on the reservation. These detachments returned July
10, the former having marched a distance of about 180 miles, and the latter a distance of
about 130 miles.
•
The number of enlisted Indian scouts serving at this post was increased in the month. of
November to 20, only 6 having been atlowed up to that time. The number was ag·ain Illcreased in January to 30. In August, under a redistributi:m to stations of scouts in the
department, the number for this post was fixed at 25. Tha t number is now borne on the rolls.
These scouts are under the immedi ate command of Lieu tenant Hoyt, Eleventh Infantr~.
Although few in number, they have performed good and faithful service. They are obedient, trustworthy, and energetic, and the exa mpl e set by them by their good conduct, has
been o f great benefit in helping to control the other Indians at the agency. Many of t~e
cout have adopted civilian and soldiers' clothing, have cut off iheir hair, and are living IU
house built by themselves.
The Quartermaster's store-house, commis ary tore-house, root-bouse, and sta ble, mentioned in report of last year as being in process of construction, were all nearly finished befor my arrival here. T hey were buil t of the logs, &c., aved by tearing down the buildings
of the old po t, the ite of wh h:h was soon after washed away by the river. There ba al o
b n built ?Ut of the . ame and other materi al a bake-bouse, 13 sets of laun'd resses' quarter ,
ci.nd a ho ·p1 tal. 'om of the e bui ldings are of the rudest character possible, par ticularly the
~ble and laundres. · quarters, being con truct d of posts, slabs, and odds a nd ends ,
pick d up wher ver they could be found . The others, although somew hat better, are not
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suitable for the purposes for which they were erected. All have earth roofs and all leak
more or less whenever there is much rain.
The quarters for the enlisted men, a long, narrow, two-s~ory building, for ten companies,
were finished and occupied in the early part of November.
The officers' quarters, ten sets for captains, and two field officers' f?£>ts, were sufficiently
advanced to be occupied early in December. Both officers and men's quarters are built of
pine lumber with shingle roofs, lined with board-paper. They are rather frail buildings,
being what are known as "balloon frames," put up for temporary use, and are not suitable
to withstand with safety the strong winds which prevail at times in this locality.
The men's quarters have already hud to be propped up on the outside. along the whole
length of both sides of the building, and braced up inside by the addition of new partitions
between each set of company quarters. This was rendered necessary from the fac~ of the
whole building having been severely shaken and the upper part wrenched over about 10 inches by the wind, first on one side, and in the course of a few weeks after displaced about
the same distance in the opposite direction. So great was the motion of the buildtng on
both ot these occasions that many of the men were compelled to leave it for fear it would
be blown over.
Since January there has been built an adjutant's office, six company kitchens (diningroom and kitchen under the same roof), and an ice-house capable of holding about :350 tons
of ice. With the exception of the shingles and flooring used for the adjutant's office, the
material for those buildings was cut and hauled last winter and spring by enlisted men of
this command and sawed by them at the agency saw-mill.
If this post is to be continued as a six-~ompany post steps should be taken to erect additional officers' quarters and to make those now here safe and comfortable. There should be
quarters for two field officers, six captains, fourteen subalterns, and two medical officers;
while at present there are only quarters for two field officers and ten captains, giving four
captains' quarters for fourteen subalterns and two medical officers.
Attention is invited to the requisitions forwarded to department headquarters, February
24, for additional quarters, and for the completion of those already here, and action upo11
the same respectfully recommended.
The sanitary condition of the post for the past year has been good. The number of sick
treated in hospital during that time was ninety. The number of deaths at the post during
the same pexiod, three (one of these by suicide). The general character of the cases treated
was of a mild form yielding readily to treatment.
The number of desertions during the year, ten; four from the post and six while absent
on furlough or in confinement. ·
The number of cases tried by general court-martial, six; convicted and sentenced, five;
awaiting sentence one .
.Soon after my arrival here I assumed control of the Indians at this agency, in compliance
With the instructions of the Lieutenant-General of the Army contained in telegram from ·
headquarters Department of Dakota, dated September 4, 1876. To assist me in this duty I
at once detailed Lieutenant Hoyt, au officer of my regiment, and directed him to superintend all issues of food, clothing, or supplies of any kind, from the agency to Indians, to
~ake such issues only upon returns approved by the post commander, to take an accurate
myentory of the Indian supplies then on hand, to make an accurate count of the Indians at
tb1s agency, to report the arrival or departure of all Indians, and to disarm and dismount
all Indians who might come in from the hostile camps. These instructions have been faithfully carried out by Lieutenant Hoyt. On March 26, these instructions were modified in
compliance with orders from the headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, so as to
allow the civil agent to exercise entire control of the distribution of all goods and supplies
to the Indians present at the agency.
On the 13th of June Lieutenant Hoyt was, upon my nomination, detailed in special
orders from the headquarters Department of Dakota " to witness each delivery of beef and
other supplies for Indians by contractors for furnishing the same at Cheyenne River ugency,
Dakota." Tl::is officer was also detailed on the 9th day of July in special orders from the
same headquarters, "to inspect, attest, and report on the quantity, quality, and delivery o
the annuity goods purchased for Cheyenne River agency, Dakota."
Since the close of the campaig-n of 1876, the Indians at this agency have been very quiet
~nd orderly. · Five hundred and eighty-nine have come in from the hostile camps and delivered themselves up at the post, surrendering 1,046 horses and mules, and 266 fire· arms of
various kinds. Ten of the horses branded U.S., and the mules (16) were turned over to the
quartermaster's department in compliance with instructions from headquarters of the department. Forty-six horses perished during the winter while being herded in the vicinity
of the post. 'rhe rest of the horses (974) were sent to Yankton, Dak., as already stated, and
sold by the quartermaster's department.
In the latter part of December Lieutenant Hoyt, with the assistance of a detail of infantry, the Indian scouts, and the post interpreter, made an accurate count of the Indians
then at this agency, registering, by name, all males over fifteen years of age, the heads of
families, and the number of persons in each family, and found that there were 1,903 Indians
present. To these have been added the 252 who surrendered since that time, making a total
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of 2, 155. Since the count there have wandered off to other agencies 231, principally women
and children, leaving now at the agency 1,924 Indians.
In the latter part of July (28) Lieutenant Mansfield, Eleventh Infantry, with a detail consisting of 7 enlisted men (infantry) and 15 Indian scouts, 1eft here for Yankton, Dak., for
the purpose of inspecting, receiving, and conducting to this pos't th9 450 cows purchased for
Indians at this agency. These cows, purchased, it is understood. by the government from
the proceeds of the sale of the surrendered Indian horses, are expected to arrive here in the
course of a couple of days, and, as the department commander has left the disposition of
these cows to my judgment, I have concluded to distribute them to the Indians having families, as follows: ·
To the 122 families of the Two-Kettles band, 186 cows.
To the 42 families of the Blackfeet band, 57 cows.
To the 55 families of the Sans Arc band, 85 cows.
To the 87 families of the Minneconjoux band, J22 cows.
'I'his gives 4 cows to every 17 persons. Of the 4 bulls coming with these cows 1 will be
given to the chief of each band.
Before making the distribution the cows and bulls will be plainly branded R.. (Cheyenne
Agency), and the Indians to whom they are given will be required to sign an agreement, in
the presence of witnesses, which I have caused to be drawn up and printed, one for each
band, which reads as follows:
"We, the undersigned Indians of the Blackfeet band of Sioux, living at Cheyenne River
agency, do hereby acknowledge to have received this - - d ay of September, 1877, from the
post-commander of Cheyenne agency, Dale, the number of cows and bulls set opposite our
respective names, furnished us by the government from the proceeds of the sale of our
horses, and do agree to take them subject to the following conditions, viz: That we will
care for and protect the said cows and their increase for the benefit of ourselves and of ouF
families; that we will not kill, sell, trade, or dispose of any of t.bem or their increase in
.any manner whatever, except by permission of the proper authority over us. And we do
severally further agree that if we violate any of the' foregoing conditions that we will submit to a discontinuance of our rations for such time as may be designated by the said authority, and that we will report to the commanding- offic'.er at the post of Cheyenne agency
any violation of this agreement that comes to our knowledge."
For other matters relating to the Indians at this ageney, and for the recommendation for
the discontinuance of tuis post, I respectfully invite attention to my report of the 26th instant as district commander.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. WOOD,
Colonel Eleventh United States Infantry, Commanding Post.
The AssiS'I'AN'r ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

CANTONMENT AT TONGUE RIVER, MONTANA.
HEADQUARTF.:RS CANTONM\<;NT AT TONGUE RIVER, MONT.,

October ], 1877.

SIR: In obedience to the circular-letter from headquarters Department of Dakota, just
received, directing that a report should be prepared and forwarded exhibiting the operations
of the troops stationed at this cantonmel!t during the past year, I have the honor to submit
the following, which necessarily has to be simply a collation from the post-returns on file
in the adjutant's office.
It is to be regretted that the report in question coulJ not have been prepared by Col. N.
A. Miles, Fifth Infantry (at present absent in the field), as from his knowledge of all the
movements that were made from this post, he would unquestionably have been able to supply much that would have proved interesting.
CANTONMENT ESTABLISHED.

Auuust 2 , J 76.-An·ived this day by the steamer Josephine, Lieutenant-Colonel Whi tier
a.nd Compm~ie C and I, Fifth Infantry, who threw up a little intrenchment near the junebon of the Tongue and Yellowstone Rivers, ani! in the course of a short time commenced
tb construction of the cantonment out of logs on it pr~sent site.
:\IONTII OF SEPTEMBER.

'
• tptr.mber 10, 1 76.-Companie E, G, H, and K, 1' ifth Infantry,
joined from field service.
1
Ptemb ·r 12 1 76.-Company 1<', Fifth Infantry, joined from field ervice. On same
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day Captain Butler, with one officer and 33. men of the Fifth Infantry, dispatched to head of
, Custer Creek, on the north side of the Yellowstone, for the purpose of scouting and laying
out a new road.
September 17, 1876.-Captain 13utler and command returned to the cantonment.
September 19, 1876.-Company R, Fifth Infantry, joined from field service.
September 21, 1876.-Companies A and D, Fifth Infantry, joined from field service.
September 25, 1876.- Col. N. A. Miles, accompanied by two officers and 50 men of the J<'ifth
Infantry, together with 8 citizens, proceeded to Fort Buford, along the north side of the Yel. lowstone, for the purpose of scouting the country and laying out a new road.
MON'l'H OF OCTOBER.

October 2, 1876.-Companies E and F, Twenty-second Infantry (Captain Dickey commanding), joined from camp at Custer Creek.
October 3, 1tj76.-Lieut. Frank S. Hinkle, with one officer and 40 men (~til of the Fifth
Infantry), proceeded to Glendive for the purpose of laying out a new road and escorting a
train.
October 13, 1876.--Both Colonel Miles's and Lieutenant Hinkle's commands returned to
the cantonment to-day; the former having marched 179 miles, the latter 210 miles.
October 15, 1876.-Lieut. Frank Hinkel, with 6 men of the Fifth Infantry, proceeded to
scout the Powder River, Mizpah Creek, and Tongue River countries, in search of an Indian
village supposed to be on the Powder River.
October 17, 1876 -Col. N. A. Miles, together with 15 officerR and 434 men (Companies
A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, and K, Fifth Infantry), 10 citizens, and 2 Indian scouts, proceeded to the assistance of a train being escorted from Glendive by a little battalion of the
Twenty-second Infantry under Lieutenant-Colonel Otis. Marched 72 miles. Engaged the
enemy (estimated to be from 500 to 600 strong) under Sitting Bull on the 2Jst of October.
One serg-eant and one private wounded. The Indians were pursued up Cedar Creek, across
to Bay Route Creek, and down the same to the Yellowstone, 64 miles, where on the 24th
day of October Red Shirt, Bull Eagle, and other chiefs, .representing some 400 lodges ofMinneconjoux and Cheyennes, surrendered themselves as hostages, Sitting Bull retreating northward with 30 lodges. Five Indians killed.
'
October 21, 1876.-Lieutenant Hinkle, and six men, of the Fifth Infantry, returned to the
cantonment from his scout to the Powder River country, having marched W6 miles.
October 31, J !;76.-Colonel Miles and staff returned to the cantonment from his fight with
Sitting. Bull, having marched 226 miles.
MONTH OF NOVEMBER.

November 1, 1876.-Companies A, C, D, E, F,· H, and I, Fifth Infantry, returned to
cantonment from Colonel Miles's fight with Sitting Bull. Same day, Lieutenant Cusick,
with 30 men of the Twenty-second Infantry, proceeded to Fort Pease (nearly opposite the
mouth of the Bighorn River) as escort to a wagon-train.
November 3, 1876.-Companies B, G, and K, Fifth Infantry, returned to the cantonment
from Colonel Miles's fight with Sitting Bull. Same day, field, staff, and band, Fifth Infantry, joined from the Department of Missouri.
November fi, 1876.-Colonel Miles, together with 15 officers and 4~4 enlisted men (Companies A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, and K), 10 citizens, and 2 Indian scouts, proceeded to scout
the country embr::wed · between the Missouri, . Yellowstone, Musselshell, and Redwater
Rivers. Upon· reaching Fort Peck, the command wall divided up in the following manner:
T.o Captain Snyder he assigned Companies D, C, F, and K; to Lieutenant Baldwin, Compames G, H, and I; retaining under his own immediate supervision Companies A, B, and E.
November 18, 1876.-Lieutenant Cusick, together with his 30 men, of the Twenty-second
Infantry, returned to the cantonment from escorting train to Fort Pease.
MONTH OF DECEMBER.

December 10, 1876.-Companies D, C, F, and K, Fifth Infantry (Captain Snyder), returned
to cantonment after a march of 330 miles, having scouted as far as the Black Buttes.
December 12, 1876.-Captain Dickey, oue officer, and 60 men (all of the Twenty-second Infantry), escorted a train from cantonment with supplies to meet Colonel Miles, coming in.
December 14, 1876.-Companies A, B. and E, Fifth Infantry (under command of Colonel
Miles), returned to the cantonment after scouting Squaw Creek and Musselshell River
country, marching a distance of 508 miles. At Fourchette Creek Company B (Captain Bennett) made a detour to Carroll, rejoining Colonel Miles at Crooked Creek. Distance marched
by him altogether, 558 miles. Captain Dickey's command returned to the cantonment the
same day.
December 23, 1876.-Companies G, H, and I, Fifth Infantry (Lieutenant Baldwin commanding), returnad to the cantonment after a march of 716 miles, having scouted from
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Squaw Creek to Redwater River, and thehce to 'c antonment. Killed one Indian and captured and destroyed a quantity of property.
.
.
December 27, 1876.-Companies E and F, Twenty-second Infantry, and D, F1fth Infantry
~ Captain Dickey commanding), scouted up Tongue River.
December 28, 1876.-Company K, Fifth Infantry ·(Lieut.enant Carter commanding), fol .
lowed Captain Dickey's command up Tongue River.
December 29, 1876.-C6mpi:mies A, C, and E, Fifth I nfantry (Colonel Miles commandmg),
.proceeded on an expedition against the Sioux up Tongue River to-day, overtaking Dickey's
.and Carter's commands.
MONTH OF JANUARY.

January 7, 1877.-Colonel Miles's scouts had a severe fight with Crazy Horse's warriors in
Wolf Mountains.
January 8, 1877.-Companies E and F, Twenty-second Infantry, and Companies A, C, D,
E, and K, Fifth Infantry (making in alll4 officers and 300 men), together with 10 citizens
and . 5 Indian scouts, under Colonel Miles, fought Crazy Horse's warriors (estimated ~o be
from 1,200 to 1,500 strong), for seven hours, driving them from the field. Three enlisted
men were killed and four wounded. Four squaws, 4 children, and 12 ponies were eaptured.
January 18, 1877 .-Companies A, C, D, E, and K, Fifth Infantry, and E and F, Twenty.second Infantry (Colonel M~les commanding), returned to the cantonment, having marched
190 miles.
MONTH OF FEBRUARY.

F ebruary 2, 1877.-Sergea.nt Mitchell, of Company I, Fifth Infantry, with 4 non-commissioned officers and 20 .privates, dispatched as an escort with "diamond R" train to Stillwater, Mont.
February 6, 1877.-Sergea.nt James Diebert, Company K, Fifth Infantry, with 2 non-commissioned officers and 17 privates, dispatched as escort to the "mail" going· to Glendive.
February 14, 1877.-A detachment consisting of 5 officers and 150 men, of the Fifth Inf antry (Captain Snyder commanding), mounted on horses and mules, sent to scout the
·country east of Sunday Creek and west of Cedar Creek, marching a distance of 100 miles.
F ebruary 18, 1877.-Captain Snyder's command returned to the cantonment, as did likewise the mail escort from Glendive, under charge of Sergeant Diebert, Company K, Fifth
Infantry.
February 27, 1877 ,-Companies A and I, Fifth Infantry, together with 37 men fro·m the
Twenty-second Infantry, under the command of Captain Casey, Fifth Infantry, dispatched
as an escort to a supply-train going to Fort Buford.
MONTH OF MARCH.

March 12, 1877.-Companies Hand G, Twenty-second Infantry (Captain Poole commandi ng ), joined cantonment from camp on Glendive Creek, having marched 102 miles.
.
March 23, 1877.-Captain Casey, Fifth Infantry, returned to-day to the cantonment with
his command from escorting the train to and from Fort Buford, having marched 342 miles.
March 29, 1877.-A detachment of2 officers and 50 enlisted-men (Fifth and Twenty-second
I nfantry), Second Lieutenant E. W. Casey commanding, dispatched to Fort Buford as es·Cor t to Major Arthur, paymaster.
MONTH OF APRIL.

April 25, 1877.-Companies G and I , Fifth Infantry (Second Lieut. H. K. Bailey, commanding), proceeded to make the following scout, viz: 'up Sunday Creek 26 miles, thence
northeast to headwaters of Big Dog Creek, thence west via heads of Sunday and Little Porcupine Creeks to head of Big Porcupine, thence southeast to the Yellows tone near the mouth
of the Rosebud, thence east along the Stanley trail to cantonment.
April 30, 1 77.-Companies G and H, Twenty-second I nfantry (5 offi cers and 81 men),
Captain Poole commanding, ordered up Tongue River Valley with supply-train for Colonel
Miles's command, about to take the field .
MONTII OF MAY.

May l, 1 77.-Companies Band H, Fifth Infantry, and E a.nd F, Twenty-second I nfantry
(10 officers a.nd 155 mPn), scouted up Tongue River Valley 62i miles, encountering Lame
_e r' ~and of ioux and Cheyennes (after crossing to the valley of the Rosebud), killing
l;, wam~rs, capturing 450 ponies, and destroying 51 tepees, as well a.s some ponies . L oss,
4 men k~lled _and 1 officer ar;t~ 6 met;t wounded. Companies G and H , T wenty-second I nfantry (Captam Poole), participated m. the engagement, as did likewise Companies F, G, H,
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and L, Second Cavalry(Captain Ball commanding), who had previously reported from Fort
Ellis to the headquarters of the Yellowstone command.
'
.
May 6, 1877.-Companies G and I, Fifth Infantry (Lieutenant Bailey commandmg), re~
turned to cantonment from scout, having marched 136 miles.
May 14, 1877.-Companies B and H, Fifth Infantry, and E, Twenty·second Infa?try
(Colonel Miles commanding), returned from the Lame Deer fight, having marched 219 miles . .
May 17, 1877.-Companies B, F, G, and I, Fi_fth In~antry, were_ detached from t~e cantonment and mounted on theeaptured Indian pomes, bewg placed m camp on the nght bank
of Tongue River, under the command of Captain Snyder.
.
May 22, 1877.-Company D, Fifth Infantry (Lieutenant McDonald), duected to escort a
supply-train sent to the assistance of Captain Ball's command, not yet returned from the
Lame Deer fight.
May 23, Hl77.-Company K, Fifth Infantry (Lieutenant Carter), also dispatched as escort
to the supply-train destined for Captain Ball's command. By the steamer Josephine ar~i~ed
the writer of this communication. Later in the day arrived the steamer Fanchon, depos1tmg
at the landing Companies B, G, H, and K, First Infantry (Major Lazelle commanding).
May 24, 1877.-The writer this day assumed command of the cantonment.
May 27, 1877.-Maj. A. L. Hough and two companies of the Twenty-second Infantry, I
and K, arrived from Glendive per steamer Josephine and went into camp.
May 28, 1877.-Company G, First Infantry, dispatched per steamer Josephine to Cedar
Creek, to establish a supply-camp for the Seventh Cavalry.
MONTH OF JUNE.

June 2, 1877.-Company E, Twenty-second Infantry, dispatched per steamer Far West
to Cedar Creek to take post; also, same day, Major LazeHe, together with Companies B,
H, and K, First Infantry, and Major Hough, together with Companies I and K, Twentysecond Infantry, ordered to report to me for garrison duty.
June 3, 1877.-Company D (Lieut. R. McDonald) and Company K (Lieutenant Mason
Carter), Fifth Infantry, returned to the cantonment from ah unsucce:ssful attempt to convey
commissary stores to Captain Ball's command up Tongue River, the mud not admitting of
the passage of a bull-train. Company B, Fifth Infantry (mounted), Captain Bennett, also
rejoined its command, on the opposite side of Tongue River, going into camp with Captain
Snyder's battalion of monnted Fifth Infantry, Companies F, G, and I.
June 4, 1877.-Battalion of Second Cavalry, Captain Ball, commanding (Companies F,
G, H, and L), returned from scout up Tongue River (after Lame Deer's band), going
into camp about a mile from cantonment. Same day arrived from same scout Companies
F, G, and H, Twenty-second Infantry, who reported for duty at the cantonment.
June 7, 1877.-Major Lazelle, together with Companies B, H, and K, First Infantry,
I and K, Twenty-second Infantry, and H, Second Cavalry, ordered to try and establish a
road along the south side of the Yellowstoue to the Rosebud.
June 9, 1877.-Lieut. Col. Geo. P. Buell and 2 companies Eleventh Infantry (C and F),
together with a number of mechanics, arrived, per steamer Florence Meyei:, en route to
build Post No. 2 on the Bighorn River. Some ponies run off near Miles City (3-tir miles
below the cantonment) during the afternoon. Captain Snyder gave pursuit with a detachment of the mounted battalion of infantry.
June 11, 1877. -Captain Snyder and party returned, reporting that the trail led across
Powder River.
June 12, 11:!77. -Major Lazelle returned to-day, with the infantry portion of his command,
to the cantonment, the attempt to establish the road having proved unsuccessful; H Com• pany, Second Cavalry, reporting back to Captain Ball's command. Sergeaut Kraeger,
Company G, Fifth Infantry, returned by mackinac boat from up the Yellowstone, bringing with him from Fort Ellis five prisoners, charged with being deserters from the Fifth and
Twenty-second Infantry.
.
June 14, 1877: -Captain Ewers, Company E, Fifth Infantry, with 30 of his men and
some 70 captive Sioux and Cheyenne Indians, started on a Buffalo-hunt to the headwaters
Qf the Porcupine, on the north side of the Yellowstone.
·
. June 15, 1877.-Major Bartlett, together with Companies A and H, Eleventh Infantry,
arrived per steamer Ashland, and were at once placed on duty at the cantonment.
June l6, 1877.-Major Lazelle dispatched, by order from headquarters Yellowstone command, per steamer Ashland, with the following troops, to the mouth of Powder River, to
scout up the same and through the Little Missouri River country, viz : Companies B, H,
and K, First Infantry, and F, G, H, I, and K, Twenty-secend Infantry, being joined at
Cedar Creek by Company E, Twenty-second Infantry, and Company B, Seventh Cavalry.
Same boat carried Colonel Miles, Fifth Infantry, to l!...,ort Buford, to confer with General Terry
in regard to movements. Lieut. Casey, Twenty-second Infantry, dispatched the same day
over land with some beef-cattle, escorted by 25 men of the Second Cavalry.
June 17, 1877.-Just after retreat a party of possibly 30 or 35 mounted Indians made a
<lash on a little camp, consisting of Corporal Miller and 14 privates of the Fifth Infantry
and 2 privates of the Second Cavalry: who were engaged in guarding a small quantity of
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government transportation on the north side of the Yellowstone, which, owing to the ferry
being out of order, it bad been impossible to cross. The affair lasted probably some 20
minutes, the enemy being most handsomely repulsed, the only animals captured i>eing two
citizen's ponies, which the Bozeman mail party bad failed "to picket. Casual6es, infantry
soldier slightly wounded in the calf of the leg. Companies A and K, Fifth Infantry, crossed
over temporarily to the relief of Corporal MillN's party.
June 18, 1877.-At daylight Captain Snyder crossed over the Yellowstone 3 companies of
his mounted battalion (B, F, and G), to form a camp for the protection of the field-transportation about to be assembled there, thus permitting the return to the cantonment of Companies A and K, Fifth Infantry, and Corporal Miller and his little party. During the afternoon the 25 men of the Second Cavalry returned from delivering the cattle at Powder River.
Accidentally, they encountered a party of Indians who had just crossed from the north side
of the Yellowstone with some stock 5 miles above Powder River, who fled, leaving in the-ir
possession 11· ponie~, 2 of which proved to be the ones lost by the Bozeman mail party.
June 20, 1877.-About 7 o'clock Company I, Seventh Cavalry (Captain Nowlan),
reached the north bank of the Yellowstone, having been detached as the escort of Colonel
Sheridan, ,who was to proceed to the Little Bighorn for tbe purpose of securing the bodies
of the officers who fell in the Custer fight. Later in the day Colonel ~heridan passed up the
river on the steamer Fletcher, being accompanied by Captain Schwan, Company G, Eleventh Infantry.
June 21, 1877.-Captain Nowlan continued on his march to the Little Bighorn to meet
Colonel Sheridan at that point. Same day Lieutenant Rousseau, Fifth Infantry, left for Fort
Buford, with 20 men of Snyder's battalion •. on board of the Florence Meyer, to escort 100
mules to the cantonment overland.
June 22, 1877.-Col. S.D. Stmgis, together with Companies A, B, D, E, F, G, H, K, L, and
M, of the Seventh Cavalry, reported to be encamped on Sunday Creek (north of the Yellowstone), 8 miles distant from the cantonment.
June 23, 1!:)77.-Corporal Miller and 14 enlisted men (all of the Fifth Infantry) dispatched
by mackinac boat to the assistance of the steamer Osceola, wrecked below the mouth of
Powder River.
June 25, 1877.-Captain Heintzelman, A. Q. M., charged with the construction of the new
post at this place, reached here, with 200 mechanics, per steamer Rankin; the site for the same
(which is about 1-h- miles west from the cantonment) had been previously selected by Colonel
Miles and Post Quartermaster Randall, of the Fifth Infantry, and Post Surgeon Tilton, on
account of its being the highest point in the valley, drift-wood having been discovered m
the other portions, which would indicate that they had been subject to overflow.
June ~6, 1877.-Steamer Kate Kinney arrived, having on board Capt. Jos. Conrad and
Company B, Eleventh Infantry, who had to go into camp near cantonment for want of a boat
to carry them on up to tne Bighorn River.
June 27, 1877.-Captain Ewers, together with portion of Company E, Fifth Infantry, and
captive Indians, returned from the hunt, having killed 100 antelopes and 150 buffaloes.
Lieutenant Porbes, Fifth Infantry, was ordered to the north bank of the Yellowstone, to join
Captain Snyder's mounted battalion.
June 29, 1877.-Steamer Ashland reached the cantonment, having on board Colonel Miles,
Fifth Infantry, and Major Arthur, paymaster, from Fort Buford.
MON'l'H OF JULY.

July 2, 1877. -Companies .A and H, Fifth Infantry, were detached from the cantonment
and ordered by he!t'dquarters Yellowstone command to the north bank of the Yellowstone,
to join Snyder's mounted infantry battalion, being mounted on surplus cavalry horses turned

in by the Seventh Cavalry. Same day Captain Conrad, together with Company B, Eleventh
Infantry, and Assistant Surgeon Tesson, took their departure for the Bighorn on the steamer
Savannah .
. Jttly 4, L 77.-Companies P, G, and H, Second Cavalry (Captain Ball commanding) wer~
, d1spatched to Gle11dive, to make a scout up Glendive Creek and through the Little Missoun
River country, Major Bri bin, of the same regiment, joining them before they took their departure from the Yellowstone. Captain Norwood's company, L, Second Cavalry, remained
behind to Jo guard duty in the neighborhood of the cantonment. Same day Colonel Miles,
Fifth Infantry, crossed the river (together with 25 captive Indians as trailers), for the purpo e of scouting the country between the Yellow tone and Missouri Rivers as far as Glendive to the east, his command eon. i ting of Companies A, D, E, F, G, H, K, L, and ~1, eventh Cavalry, under olonel turgis, and , B, F, G, H, and!, Fifth Infantry, under Captain
•'uyder .
.July 6, 1><77.-Major Arthur paid the following troops at the cantonment to-day, viz~
'ompaoi
'. , E, and K, iftb Infantry .
.July 7, 1 77.- 'orporal 1ill rand guard of 1 men, of the Fifth Infantry, returned to-day,
P r t am •r
neral ~1eade, from the wreck of the
ceo Ia.
July • , l ti.-Th . . team r ~letcher arrived to-day from the Bighorn River, havi~g
u hoar•] olonel • bendau, of L1 utenant· 'eneral heridan's staff, in charge of tb bodJE•.
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of General Custer and 9 other officers killed in the fight on the Little Bighorn J ~ne 25,
1876.
July Jl, 1877.-The government steamer General Sherman arrived, having on board
the officers' families of the Fifth Infantry, rescued from the ill-fated Don Cameron. 'l'o-day,
by telegram from headquarters Department of Dakota, Captain Dickey's battalion of the
Twenty-second Infantry (Companies E, F, G, H, I, and K), "'as detached from Ma:ior
Lazelle's command, at Sentinel Buttes, near the Little Missouri River, and ordered to proceed, via Fort Lincoln, to their station ou the lakes. Same day, Major Arthru took his
departure on the steamer Far West up the river to pay the troops of the Eleventh Infantry in
the Bighorn region.
·
·
·
.July 13, 1877.-Company I, Seventh Cavalry (Captain Nowlan), returned from escorting
Colonel Sheridan in the Little Bighorn country, going into camp on the north bank of the
Yellowstone.
July 16, 1877.-Steamep Rosebud arrived about four o'clock in the afternoon, having on
board the General commanding the Armies of the United States, General Sherman, together
with Colonels Poe and Bacon, of his staff; 'also General Terry, department commander, together with Major Card. chief quartermaster, and Capt. E. W. Smith, A. D. C., the
party having been joined at Fort Buford by Lieutenant Penney, regi'llent'al quartermaster
Sixth Infantry, and at Glendive by Colonel Miles, Fifth Infantry. In the absence of any
artillery, the party was received at the landing by the officers of the cantonment, together
with the band of the Fifth Infantry, and escorted to the post. General Sherman alone of
the entire party concluded to remain on shore during their sojourn, having accepted the hospitality of Colonel Miles. Same evening, Captain Snyder, with Companies B, F, G, and I,
of his mounted battalion of the Fifth Infantry, reached the north bank of the Yellowstone,
opposite the cantonment, leaving Companies A and H, Fifth Infantr.v, with tile Seventh
Cavalry, at their camp on Sunday Creek. Captain Norwood, with Company L, Second
Cavalry, dispatched to he<tdwaters of the Yellowstone, to serve as escort to General Sherman on his journey westward.
July 17, ltl77.-General Sherman and party spent the dtty in examining the new post in
cours~ of erection by Captain Heintzelman, asr;istant quartermaster, as wei: as looking
around the cantonment generally. In the evening he recetved the officers and their wives at
Colonel Miles's quarters.
July 18, 1877.-At ten o'clock this morning, accompanied by the officers doing duty at
the ~.antonment, I called to pay my respects to General Terry, on board of the Rosebud.
Half past six in the evening saw the band and tl companies of the Fifth Infantry parade on
t~e plain near the cantonment. The first battalion, Companies C, D, E, and K, being
commanded by Major George Gibson, the second battalion, mounted on Indian ponies, Companies B, F, G, and I, commanded by Captain Snyder; Colonel Miles, Fifth Infantry, assuming command of the whole. The review which followed was preceded by quite an interesting ceremony, viz, the presentation, by General Sherman in p.erson, of some 30 medals
awarded to various enlisted men of the regiment who had distinguished themselves the previous winter in several hard-fought engagements with hostile Sioux; said men being
marched " to the front" with the colors in order to· have the " badges of honor " affixed to
their breasts. Teu o'clock at night saw Generals Sherman and Terry take ttteir departure,
with their respective staffs, for the Bighorn country, on board of the Rvsebud, accompanied by Major Bartlett and Companies A and H, Eleventh Infantry, ordered to join Lieutenant-Colonel Buell.
July 20, 1877.-Captain Snyder's mounted battalion, Fifth Infantry, Companies B, F, G,
•
and I, ordered to report at the cantonment, for garrison duty.
July ~I, 1877.-Companies A and H, mounted infantry, detached from Colonel Stugis's
command, and ordered to report to Major Lazelle, which they did on the 24th day of the
month .
. Jnly 22, 1877.-Major Arthur left to-day for Fort Buford on the steamer Savannah, having
Just paid Snyder's mounted battalion, Fifth Infantry. Same day Lieutenant Carter, with
a detachment of 20 men, of Snyder's battalion, escorted some beef-cattle to Powder River
for the use of Major Lazelle's command.
July 24, .1 877.-Just at "retreat," the steamer Silver City arrived from the Bighorn
River, having on board Lieutenant-General Sheridan, together with the two Majors Forsyth
of his staff, as well as Colonel Sackett, inspector-general, and General Crook and his staff.
The party were placed in carriages and driven rapidly to the new post, that they might be
able to see the same before nightfall. Upon the return of General Sheridan, he received
the officers of the cantonment at Colonel Miles's headquarters ( rathet private quarters) . after
which he and his friends continued on down the river at 10 o'clock at night, in the Silver
City, to Fort Buford.
July 26, 1877.-The Rosebud returned from the Bighorn River, having ot;t board General Terry, Major Card, Capt. E. W. Smith, with MaJOr Bartlett, Eleventh Infantry. After
paying informal visits to the officers at the cantonmE-nt, the general and officers transferred
to the steamer Far West, and continued on down the river the same day.
July 27, 1877. -Lieutenant Doane, Second Cavalry, and a large number of Crow Indians.
arrived to-day from the headwaters of the Porcupine •• Same day about 70 of the warriors
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proceeded by boat down the river to join Major Lazelle's command, being accompanied by
Captain Bennett and 20 picked men from Captain Snyder's mounted infq,ntry battalion.
July 28, J877.-$ome 60 more warriors proceeded down the river in the steamer .l<'anchon
to join Mlljor Brisbin's command, sing-ing their war song-s and clashing their arms as they
went. At the same time the steamer Key West was busily engaged in ferrying across the
Yellowstone Captain Ewer's company (E, Fifth Infantry), and a large number of Sioux and
Cteyenne Indians, en route to the headwaters of Sunday Creek, to hunt buffalo.
July 30, 1877.-Companies A and H, Fifth Infantry, mounted. and B, Seventh Cavalry,
were detached from Major Lazelle's command, and ordered to report to Major Brisbin for
duty with the Second Cavalry . .
MONTH OF AUGl:ST.

Au,gust 3, 1877.-First Lieut. G. C. Doane, Second Cavalry, in charge of Crow Indians,
escorted by First Lieut. C. C. De Rudio, Company E, Seventh Cavalry, dispatched by headquarters Yellowstone command to Judith Basin, to burn the grass, in order to drive the
game farther westward.
Aupust 1::!, 1877.-Col. S.D. Sturgis, together with Companies I<', G, H, I, L, and M,
Seventh Cavalry, dispatehed by lJCadquart.ers Yellowstone command to Clark's .F ork, on
the Upper Yellowstone, for the purpose of preventing Joseph's band of Nez Perces from
joining Sitting Bnll in the neighborhood of the British line.
August 13, 11:177.-:f>o:-t visited by First Lieut. S . W. Groesbeck, regimental ailjut ant
Sixth Infantry, and band from the same regiment from Fort Buford, Dale Captain Ewer's,
togeth er with l9 men of Company E, Fifth Infantry, and 10i Indians from the Captive Camp,
returned from their bunt on the east branch of the Dry Fork, having killed 500 buffaloes
and 150 antelopes ; bringing back with them 350 buffalo-skins for tepees, as well as I 0, 000
·
pounds of dried meat.
August 17, 1877.-Lieutenant Groe'>beck and band returned to Fort Buford, Dak.
August 21, 1877.-A supply train (dispatched by headquarters Yellowstone command to
meet Major Brisbin's command, consisting of Companies :F', G, and H, Second Cavalry, B,
Seventh Cavalry, and A and H, Fifth Infantry, mounted on cavalry horses, coming back
from a scont in the Little Missouri country, by th e way of tbA Forks of Powder River) proceed ed up Tongue River, escorted by Companies H, D, and K, Seventh Cavalry, B and F,
Fifth Infantry (mounted), and Company C, Fifth Infantry, on foot, commanded by Capt.
Simon Snyder, Fifth Infantry.
August 28, 1877.-Lieuteuant Bord en, together with 15 men of Company E, Fifth Infan·
try, dispatched by markinaw boat to Glendive, for the purpose of protecting stores landed
there by the steamer Western.
August 31, 1877.-The following- troops were mustered at the cantonment, viz: Band and
Compan ies D, E, G, I, and K, Fifth Infantry. Later in day the following companies re- ·
ported at the cantonment from escorting the supply train up Tongue River, viz : .B, C, and
F, Fifth Infantry.
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER.

September 1, 1877.-Companies F, G, and H , Second Cavalry, A, B, D, and K, Srventh

Cavalry, and A and H, Fifth Infantry (mounted on surplus cavalry horses), Major Brisbin
commanding, arrived within four miles of the cantonment along the right bank uf T011gue
River, and went intc camp; Companies F, G, and H, Serond Cavalry, and B, Seventh Cavalry, as well as A and B, Fifth Infa ntry, having marched 6UO miles. Same Jay Major Lazelle, tog-~ther with Companies B, H, and K, First Infan try, arrived from the Little Missouri country , along the south bank of the Yellowstone, and werit into camp a mile west of
the cantonment, having marched 1,013 miles.
September 2, J877.-Companies A and H, Fifth Infantry, were dismounted and ordereu
to report to the cantonment for garrison duty.
Sepft mber 8, 1 77.-Lieutenant Romeyn and 15 men of the Fifth Infantry directed toescort a bull-train of 15 wagons to Wolf Rapids, to procure building materials for the new
post.
'tptember 12, J 77.-Company D, Fifth Infantry (Captain Bristol), directed to escort a.
traiu of~~ wagons along tbt:: outh bank of the Yellow tone to Wolf H.apids, for the purpo e
of brinj?ing up tores left there by a steamer.
arne uay, Lieutenant Bord en and 15 men
returned from Glendive, to whieh point they Lad been di patched by mackinaw boat on the
28th of Augu. t to protect tores depo ited there by the steamer Western.
'eptember J :{, 1 77.-Company B, eventh Cavalry (Captain McDougall), ordered to
cross ovt r to the north . ido ot the Y llowstone.
tptrmher 14, 1877.- ompany H, Fifth Jr,fantry (Lieutenant Logan commanding), ord. r ·d t March to Bozeman, Mont., for the purpose of floating down by mackinaw buats to
tb c·antonm nt 160,000 pound of potatoe. , as well a a quantity of onions. To-day, Company I', •'1•v nth 'avalry (Captain Hale), ordered across the river to proceeu to Carroll or
uw I !and, a. an . c rt to 'eneral T rry's commt ion to the Briti. h line, for the purpo e
of holclm.~r 1\ ·nnferem·e with itting Bull. Lieutenant Romeyn returned with his 15 men
of the } tftb Inf11ntry from escorting bull-train to and from \Volf RapiJs.
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Septembe1· 16, 1877.-Colonel Miles received instructions to dispatch the three companies
(F, G, and H) of the Second Cavalry as escort to General Terry, instead of Hale's company of the Seventh Cavalry. They were immediately put in motion under Captain Tyler,
Captains Ball and Wheeler being absent.
September 17, 1877.-Four men of Company E, Fifth Infantry. together with 30 warriors
and 11 squaws and children of the captive Indians, were dispatched to the head waters of
Sunday Creek on a buffalo hunt. A dispatch from GeneraL Howard, received by Colonel
Miles at six o'clock in the evening, representing that the Nez Perces under Joseph had managed to elude Colonel Sturgis with the Seventh Cavalry on Clark's Fork, and it was believed were making for Sitting Bull's region. Immediately orders were issued for the fol,.
lowing troops to take the field under (•ommand of Colonel Miles hirnselt~ viz: Companies A
and D, Seventh Cavalry, B, F, G, and I, Fifth Infantry, mounLed, and D and K, Fifth Infantry, on foot, as escort to the wagon-train ; everything being ferried to the north bank of
the Yello·wstone before morning. The whole being- put in motion (thP next day) in a northwest~>rly direction in the hope of heading the Nez Perces off.
September 18, 1877.-Company H, First Infantry, and Company B, Seventh Cavalry (Captain McDoug-all), ordered to take post at the cantonment for duty.
September 20, 1877.-Company C, Sixth Infantry (Captain Powell), reported en 1·oute to
the Bighorn, escorting Captain Sanders and family and a number of laundresses belonging
to tbe Eleventh Infantry.
September 22, 1877.-A mackinaw boat arrived from the Upper Yellowstone with 7
wounded men from Sturgis's fight with the Nez Perces on the I 3th instant, all of whom were
placed in the hospital at this cantonment.
September 24, Jt;77.-Companies G and K, First Infantry (Major Lazelle commanding-),
ordered to proceed to the vicinity of O'Fallon's Creek and establish a ferry across the Yellowstone River. He was accompanied by Lieutenant Robinson and 25 mounted men of
Company B, Seventh Cavalry.
Stptember 27, 1877.-Lieutenant Wheeler, with 9 enlisted men of the Eleventh Infantrv,
in charge of a train of 12 double wa.gons, arrived to-day, being en 1·oute to Glendive for the
purpose of carrying back to the Bighorn post needed supplies.
In the preparation of the foregoing report (brought down by me to the last day of Sep~
te!n~er, 1877), I would beg leave to state that inasmuch as many of the movements noted
~ngmated at the headq narters of the Yellowstone command (h:tving been made in connection with troops drawn by Colonel Miles from those already in the field}, it would have been
exceedingly difficult for me to have supplied as much subject mat.ter as I have done had I
not fortunately kept a personal diary of eat.:h day's events for my own nse.
I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
GEO. GIBSON,
Major Fifllt Infantry, Commanding Canlonme·nt.

The AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

P. S.-I take the liberty of inclosing a photograph of the map of Major Lazelle's sc01i1
through the Little Missouri River countr.y, presuming, of course, that tbe report of liis operations has been duly forwarded through district headquarters to headquarters Department of
Dakota.

MISSOULA. POST.
HEAD~UARTERS

PosT NEAR MrssoULA, MoNT.,
September 30, 1877.
Sm: In compliance with circular ·letter from headquarters Department of Dakota, dated
September 12, 1877, I have the honor to make the following report:
In obedience to Orders No.2 from headquarters D1strict of Montana, of June 5, 1877, I,
on June 9, 1877, left Fort Shaw, Mont., in command of Companies A and I, Seventh Infantry, en route for Missoula, Mont., at which place a new post was to be established. My
company (f) was intended to compose the regular garrison, the other one to assist in tbe
erection of quarters, &c.; after a march of 217 mJies over a well-traversed wagon-road,
reach ed the station June 25, 1877.
Immed iately after my arrival here the work o[ building the post commenced, and considering the few men of the troops who could renacr any assistance as mechanics, and the
fact that the necessary lumber had to be procured several miles from the garrison, then only
in such quantities as a small saw-mi ll could cut it, together with other causes which will be
given hereafter in this communication, the work of erection bas progressed as rapidly as
could und er the circumstances be expected .
Information having- reached me that the hostile Nez Perce Indians were coming in this
directiOti, via Lo Lo Pass, Second Lieut. Francis Woodbridge, Seventh Infantry. with four
enlisted men, was directed to move that way for the purpose of reconnoitering the move-
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ments of the enemy and reporting their approach. He (Lieutenant Woodbridge) and party
left here on the li:lth of July, and having waited until the 21st of July without receiving
any intelligence from him in regard to the Indians, I, on that date, ordered J<'irst Lieut. C.
A. Coolidge. to proceed to the pass and penetrate as fat through it as he prudently could,
furnishing me with any news of moment which might come to his knowledge. He was accompanied by one soldier and a small party of citizen volunteers. On the 22d he came up
with Lieutenant Woodbridge and party, who was returning toward Missoula, having scouted
the Lo Lo as far as Clearwater. On that day a half-breed, who had been a prisoner in the
Nez Perce camp, but who managed to escape therefrom, caught up with the detachment in
the pass and gave information as to the whereabouts of the Indians and the route they w~re
to travel. Lieutenant Woodbridge dispatched a courier to me with the news, which I received
on the same day. The truth of this report was soon made manifest, and spread such
alarm in the Bitter Root Valley that companies were organized to repel the Indians. The
people of Missoula also formed . volunteer associations for the purpose of protecting themselves.
The excitement increasing, I, fln the 25th of July with every available man that could
possibly be spared, proceeded to Lo Lo, intrenched my command in what I consi:!ered the
most defensible and least easily flanked part of the canon between the Indians and Bitter
Root Valley. This was about eight miles from the mouth of the canon, and two miles from
camp of hostiles. My intentions were with my force ( 5 commissioned officers and 30 enlisted men), and assisted by the citizen volunteers, to compel the Indians to surrender their
arms and ammunition, and to dispute their passage by force of arms into Bitter Root Valley.
,
On the 27th of July, I had a talk with Chiefs Joseph, White Bird, and Looking Glass,
who proposed, if allowed to pass unmolesteu, to march peaceably through the Bitter Root
Valley, but I refused to allow them to pass unless they complied with my stipulations as to
the surrender of their arms. For the purpose of gaining time for General Howard's forces
to get up, and for General Gibbon to arrive from Shaw, I appointed a meeting for the 28th
with Looking Glass, accompanied by one Indian, and myself by Delaware Jim (interpreter),
the meetir1g to take place in open prairie, and not within range of the rifles of their whole
camp.
The meeting ~as bad accordingly, but I submitted to him the same conditions as before,
to wit, that if they wished to enter the valley they must disarm and dismount, surrendering
all stock. Looking Glass said be would talk to his people, and would tell me what they
said at 9 a. m. the next day. Distrusting him, I would not agree to that hour, but proposed
12m. We separated without agreement. Nothing satisfactory having resulted from the
eonference, I returned to the breastworks, expecting to be attacked. In the mean time that
portion of the volunteers (some lOO or more) who represented Bitter Root Valley, bearing
that the Nez Perces promised to pass peaceably through it., determined that no act of hostility on their part should provoke the Indians to a contrary measure, and without leave left
in squads of from one to a dozen.
On tLe 28th the Indians moved from the canon to the bills, ascending the sides one-half
mile in my front, passed my flank, and went, into the Bitter Root Valley. As soon as J
found they were passing around me, and hearing that they had attacked a rear guard I had
established to prevent desert:ons, I abandoned the breastworks, formed skirmish lines acrosg
the canon with my regulars and such of the volunteers as I could control, and advanced in
the direction the Indians had gone. They did not accept a fight, but retreated again into
Bitter Root. At the mouth of Lo Lo, and before reaching it, all the volunteers had left
me but a dozen or twenty Missoula men, and I was obliged to return to this post. Some of
the people at Stevensville and at Corvallis traded "'ith these Indians for everything they desireu, whisky mcluded (in one case ammunition).
The garrison was increased by the arrival on July 29, 1877, from Fort Ellis, of Company G, Sevmth Infantry.
On the 4th of August, C0mpanies A, G, and I (the troops at this post) marched, together with D, F, and K Companies, under command of Col. John Gibbon, Sevent.h Infantry, in pursuit of the Nez Perces, who were reported as having passed through Bitter
Root Valley in the direction of Big Hole, Mont. On the evening of the t:ltb, intelligence was
received that the Indians were camped within seven miles on a branch of the Big Hole.
The command was halted, and trains corraled, orders being issued forbidding all.fires, and
requiring the command to be in readiness in lightest marching order to march at 11 p.m.
The command started at that hour all on foot, and proceeded t>y the Nez Perces trail to a
point overlooking the Indian camp, arriving about 1 a. m., and, deploying as skirmishers
alon g the trail, at down to wait tor daylight.
n the morning of the 9th, some portion of the troops becoming engaged, the whole line
w re ordered to charge the village, and did so in good style, despite the difficult ground
( wa~p! and full of brush) they were obliged to charge over. I refrain from given a minute
de cnptton of the figh_t, as General Gibbon bas, I presume, done so before now, but I cannot but. xpre : the h1ghest prai e of the bravery and coolness of the men. Having the
·b I hr,t under mJ: y , .I did not ee a single man be itate or falter, the principal diffilty b m
re tru.m thetr ardor and save ammunition.
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I do not suppose it is necessary to give the names of the enlisted men who were killed or .
wounded in the fight, as their names have long before this been furnished department headquarters. The casualties among that portion of my command were as follows.
Company A:
J{illed in action . . . • • . • . . . . . . • • • • . . • • • • . . . • • • • . • . • • . . . . • . . . • • . • • . . . . . . . . • • • . . • . •
Wounded .....•....••••••••..•••••..•• ~ ......•••••.•.•.•.•.....•.•••.•.....•.•. -

4

Company G:
Killed in action ...........••••...•••..•• ·•••..•..•••••....•.•..••...••••.....••.
Wounded. ... .. . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . • • • • . . . • • • . • . . . . • . • • . • . • • • • . • . • • • • . • . . . . . . . . . . • • .

6
4

Company I:
Killed in action ......••. ·..••..•••••••••.•••••.•••...•••••.•••••.•••••... ~.. . . . •
Wounded...... . . . • • . . • • • . • . . . . . • . • . • • . • . . . . • . • • . . • • • . . . • • • • . . • • • • • . . . . . . . • • . . .

4

Detachment Second Cavalry, attached to Company G :
Killed in aetion .......•..•• ~ •..••.•.•••...•..••....•••....•••.•..•..•• ~. . . • . • • .
Wounded...... . ... . • . . • • • . . • • • • • • . • . . • • • . • • . • . . . . • • • . . . . . • • • • • . • • • • • • • . • . • • • . • . .

1
l

1

3

Capt. William Logan, commanding Company A, Seventh Infantry, killed in S~-Ction :
First Lieut. William L. Eng-lish (I), Seventh Infantry, died of wotmds received in action; and First Lieut. C. A. Coolidge (A), Seventh Infantry, severely wounded, were
the only casualties among the commissioned officers who belonged to this post.
The distance from here to the Big Hole is about 121 miles.
The column under command of Colonel Gibbon on the 12th marched toward Deer Lodge,
95 miles. At this point such of the wounde>d as were unab le to travel were placed in Saint
Joseph's Hospital, under the care of the Sisters of Charity. Company D was ordered to
return with the other companies (A, G, and I) to Missoula, where all arrived on the 21st of
August, after a march of 95 miles.
'l'hese four companies have b~en stationed here since, and in addition to the regular military duties have rendered such assistance as was necessary in the building- of the post. The
officers' quarters and the company quarters are under good headway, and the commissary and
quartermaster store-bouse has already been used for storing supplies. A large ce11ar is being
dug for the purpose of preserving such articles of subsistence stores as might be injured by
being froz en. A corral has been partly completed. In fact, considering the hardships the
troops have undergone, the Indian campaigns, and the skeleton strength of the companies, I
am well pleased with the progress made in the construction of the new post.
On the 19th of September, under instructions from district commander, Capt. G. L.
Browning, with four enlisted men, was ordered to proceed to Stevensville, about 30 miles
from here, to arrest a Nez Perces chief named Perische, who is now a prisoner at the post.
The arrival of this chief increased the number of Indian prisoners to four, one of whom,
Amos, was seized at the Lo Lo; the other two were captured by Lieutenants Jones and
Bloom, Fourth Artillery, in the pass, and are supposed to have been in the Big Hole fight.
A detachment of one commissioned officer, Second Lieut. J. T. Van Orsdale, Seventh
Infantry, and six enlisted men of the command left the post on September 20 for the battlefield of the Big Hole, with instructions to reinter the bodies of their comradcls who had fallen
in that fight, as information was received that several of the graves were opened, and the
bodies buried therein dragged to the surface by bears and other animals. See report of Lieut.
Van Orsdale inclosed.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. C. RA WN,
Captain Seventh Infantry, Commanding Post.
AS:SIS'l'ANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

DEER LODGE, MONT.,

September 29, 1877.
Sm: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with post order No. 54, dated Headquarters, post near Missoula, Mont., September 19, 1877, I left said post with party of
eight enlisted men on the morning of the 20th, and proceeded via Deer Lodge to the battlefield of the Bighorn, for the purpose of reburying the dead, &c. I found that some 14,
including Captain Logan and Lieutenant Bradley, had been disinterred ; the officers had
been scalped, showing that Indians as well as wolves and other animals had been at work
at the dead. I rebuned the same, with the exception of Captain Logan, whose remains I
brought to this place and deposited in the cemetery for the time being. I examined the
field thoroughly with a view of finding out if possible the number of Indians killed, and
determined the presence of more than 0 scattered from a point one mile below where the
lower end of their camp rested at the time of the battle, to a point opposite the rifle-pits con-
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structed by troops, a total distance of nearly one and one-half mile~. Said number includes
those visible or partially so.
I returned to Deer Lodge in three days, a distance of 85 miles.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. T. VAN ORSDALI<J,
Lieutenant Seventh Infantry, Commanding Detachment.
POST ADJUTANT,

Missoula, Mont.

BIGHORN POST, MONT.
HEADQUARTERS BIGHORN PosT, MoNT.,

October 24, 1877.·
SIR: In reply to your circular letter of September 12, 1877, received October 9, 1877, I
have the honor to submit the following:
I left Cheyenne agency, Dale, April 23, lf377, with Companies C, :I!-., and G, Eleventh
Infantry, and proceeded to Fort A . Liucoln, Dak., in compliance with extract 6. Special
Orders No. 46, current series, department headquarters, and was joined at that place by Companies A, B, and H, from Standing Rock, Dale, and by Maj. U. G. Bartlett, Eleventh Infantry. The battalion being under orilers for field service, Special Orders No. 57, extract 4,
current series, departm ent headquarters, modified my orders and directed me to proceed w~th
four companies and establish a post on the Bighorn River. detaching Maj0r Bartlett w1th
two companies to report to Colonel Miles, on my arrival at Tongue River, Mont.
Pursuant to this order I left Bismarck, Dak., May 15, 1877, with Companies C and F,
my quartermaster, and J 00 mechanics, on board the steamer Florence Meyer. Major Bartlett
and Companies A and B were to follow on the Dugan, and Captain Schwan with Companies
G and H on the Rankin. Companies A and H bad been designated as the ones to stop at
Tongue River.
After a long trip, owing to the incapacity of the boat to stem the current in .the Yellowstone and Missouri rivers, I arrived opposite the mouth of the Big Porcupine Creek, on the
Yellowstone River, June 14, 1877.
Here the Florence Mey er blew out her cylinder-bead and was unable to proceed farther.
I unloaded the boat, and then, with a few necessary stores, rations, my mecbanices, and some
40 en listed men, and my ox-train of 35 wagons, pushed forward to the place selected by the
department commander for the new post. I crossed my train, &c., over the Yellowstone by
means of a mackinaw boat, and came on up the Bighorn River, arriving June ?3. After
examining the country in every direction I came to the conclusion that no fit site for a post
was to be found on the left bank of the Bighorn, so I determined to build on the right
bank, and selected the site on a plateau some 600 yards above the mouth of the Little Bighorn. My action in this matter has been approved by the department commander.
I crossed my command over the Bighorn River June 25, and by the evening of the 30th
had my camp fortified, and had built two warehouses 234 feet long by 15 feet wide, and ha:d
some 640 logs cut, a boom built, and the bed of the saw-mill all ready. I had now to wa1t
·
for my saw-mill.
On July 7, the steamer Fletchr.r, with Company G, Eleventh Infantry, my saw-mill, and
some 50 tons of supplies reached the landing, being the first boat up the Bighorn this year.
My command at that date was scattered as follows: Company G and part of Company
F, Eleventl.J Infantry, 100 mechanics, and one saw-mill, at the post; Company C, Eleventh Inf~~.ntry, with the freight of the Florence Meyer, at Big Porcupine Creek, some 90 miles
from here; Company B, Eleventh Infantry, with 100 mechanics and my other saw -mill, below Tongue River, reports having rea.ched me that the boat on which they were (the Dugan)
was di abled.
I got my saw-mill up and at once commenced work, at the same time sending parties up
the Little Bighorn River to cut tree , roll the logs into the water, and float them to the post.
In the latter part of July a sudden rise in the Litrle Bighorn canied away the boom,
and all the log. th en ·in the river were of course floated off. This caused a very enous
d lay, as the river fell so rapidly that I had to build dams, and by their help float in my
driv s . It will probably b ·necessary to get 50,000 or 100,000 feet of pine timber from the
moun~ains dUiiog the winter, by means of my transportation. Like the Southern Confederac~, _1f 1 talon , I. b~lieve I can have a finished post by next May without calling for an
addJtJOnal appropnat1 n. My command will be all comfortably located in barracks and
C'!'~nrtn b fur the J t of December. The report of the quartermaster, inclosed herewith,
WJJI · ho'~ you how tb construction-work stand at present.
I al o mclo ·e communication from th commanding officer Second Cavalry, showing the
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march of his battalion while in the depa.rtment, and would also invite attention to my
reports of June 14, 17, July 5, 27, and .August I 4, regarding the work at this post.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. P. BUELL,

Lieutenant-Colonel Eleventh Infantry, Commanding Post.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAl,,

Department of Dakota, Saint Pa·ul, Minn.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND UNITED STATES CAVALRY,
BIGHORN PosT, MoNT.,

Octobtr 6, 18i7.
SIR: Referring to a copy of instructions from department headquarters, relative to the
operations of troops within the department during the pa~t year, I have the honor to state
that a battalion of the Second Cavalry has been serving here during thE> whole time, consisting of Companies F, G, H, anrl L. I beli.,ve these companies have borne an honorable
sb.are in the military operations which have been carried on against hostile Indians, several
ot the men having been killed and Lieutenant Fuller and several men wounded.
I left Medicine Bow, Wyo., on the 6th of September last, with the headquarter§ and Companies A, B, D, E, I, and K, and passing through Forts Fetterman and McKinney, on
reaching the headwaters of Tongue River, on the 24th ultimo, sent Major Baker down that
stream with Companies B, E, and I, in obedience to orders from headquarters Military Division of the Missouri. I reached this post on the 30th of September.
0ompaniPs C a nd M have been ordemd to this department from the Department of the
Pla.tte, but I arn unable to give any information in n:•gard to them. Company A has been
assigned to duty at Tongue River Barracks and will soon leave for that post.
I am yours, very respectfully,
A. G. BRACKETT,

Lieutenant-Colonel Second Cavalry, Commanding Regiment.
LIEUT. HENRY TIFFANY,

Eleventh Infantry, Post Adjutant.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND UNJTF.D STATES CAVALRY,
BIGHORN P08T, MONT.,

October 15, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit the following list of casualties in the Second Cavalry,
so far as known, since January J, J877 ;
.
Name.

Rank.

Frank Glackowski. ... Privtae .......... .
Cha~. A. Martindale . ...... do ............ .
P eter Long .............. do ............ .
Chas. SIHenger .......... . do ........... .
A.M. Fuller . ......... Se<'ond lieutenant
Wm. C. Osmer . .....•. Trumpeter ..•..••.
Samuel Freye r . ..... . Private .......... .
Andrew JE'ffer~ ........... do ............ .
Patrick Ryan ............ do ............ .
David L.Brainard ..•. . .•. do ........... ..
Wm . LeonHrd . ........... do ............ .
Frederick W1lks . ........ rlo ............ .
Edward Page . . .. . . . . Se1·geant . ....... .
Henry M. Benson..... FirBt lieutenant .. .
H enry Wilkins .. ..... First sergeant ..••.
Harry Garl and.. ..... Uorporal . .• •.•.••.
Samuel A. Gla~s . . . • . . Blackijmith . ...... .
W. H . .Ton e~ . ........ F arrier ........... .
Harry Trevor ........ Private ......... ..
Wilfred Clarke ........... do ............ .
John llberts .............. do ........... ..

Co.

Date.

Engagement.

F. May 7 MuddyCreek, Mont . ••.
F . . . . do .....•... do . .............. .
H. . .. do . . . . ..... do . .••••......••..
H .... do ... . .•••. do . .••...•••.•....
F. . .. do . . . . ••••• do .. ............. .
~, . . . . do ... ...... do ... ............ .
F . . . . do ......... do.............. ..
G. ___ rlo ......... do . .............. .
G . . . . do--- ....•. do . .............. .
L . . . . do ......... do . .............. .
L . . . . do . .. . ..... do . .............. .
L . . .. . do ... . ... . do ... ........... ..
L. Aug. 10 Big Hole BaHio, Mont ..
L*. Aug. 20 Carua~ Prairie, Idaho . ..
L . . . . do . ........ do ..••.....•••.••.
L . . . . do ... ..... . do .............. ..
L .... do ......... do ............... .
L. . . . do . _. . .... . do .. .•.......•..•.
L . . . . rlo .. . ...... do .............. .
L . . . . do ... ...... do . ............. ..
L . . . . do ......... do .............. .

Killed.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Wounded.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Killed.
Wounded.
Do.
Wound ed aeverely.
Wounded mortally.
Do.
Wounded severely.
Do.
Do.

*Attached.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.A. G. BRACKETT,

Lieutenant- Colonel Second Cavalry, Commanding Regiment.
LIEUT. HARRY TIFFANY,

Post Adjutant.
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FORT ELLIS.
BEADQUARTERS FoRT ELLIS, MoNT.,

Octobe1· 26, 1t377.
SIR: Your letter dated Headquarters Department of Dakota, September 12, 1877, wa~
turned over to me by the temporary post-commander Capt. D. W. Benham, and woula
have been answered sooner but for the press of business in my office, getting off the po·
tato fleet to Tongue River and other matters.
The past yP.ar bas been one of 'great activity for the troops at this post, and both officers
and men have been constantly employed with Indians and in the prrparation for cam·
paigns.
.
On the 18th of October, 1876, I returned to this post, bringing with me 163 recruits ~nd
165 horses for the cavalry. 'l'he recrni ts and animals were at once assigned to compames,
and the work of setting up the men and training the horses begun.
Exercises were had almost daily until late in the season, and by January the men were
pretty well up in the school of the soldier, company and battalion drill. Target-practice and
drills were often held in extremely cold weather, because I believed the services of the b.attalion would be required early in the spring, and because soldiers should be taught to nde
and shoot at all seasons of the year.
·
On the 26th December, 1876, the agent of the Flathead Indians having called on this
post for a detachment of cavalry to protect himself and the property at agency from !he
violence of the Indians, the troops were sent, but at the same time on my recommendatiOn
Captain Ball, Second Cavalry, was ordered by General Gibbon to Missoula to investigate affairs there and report upon the necessity of keeping troops at Flathead. I ascertained the
agent was to blame more than the Indians, and 1 at once recommended his removal by the
department., which was done, and there bas been no trouble since at the agency.
On the 27th of January, 1877, Lient. G. C. Doane, Second Cavalry, reported back from
an attempted exploration of the Snake River. He had been absent from the post since October 7, 1876, and his expedition was a failure, having lost his boat, a number of horses and
mules, and came near starving to death in the mountains. The expedition started too late
in the season, was ill advised and undertaken against my wishes in the matter; still, I was
sorry to see it not succeed.
,
On the 3d of March, 1877, a large force of Sioux Indians was reported approaching the
Crow agency. The Crows at once fled up the valley of the Yellowstone, and I sent Cap·
tain Tyler with F and G Companies, Second Cavalry, to protect the agency. The march
was a hard one, and most of the officers and many of the men were rendered snow blind.
After incredible toil and the endurance of every hardship, Captain Tyler reached the agency
and took post. He had traveled in the dead of winter over high mountains, through deep
snow, a distance of 110 miles, shoveling the road most of the way to get his train along.
On the 25th of March, 1877, under orders from the department commander, I left this post,
with Companies Hand L, l;econd Cavalry, to join General Miles at Tongue River, andreport for duty against the Sioux. I ordered Captain Tyler to move down to Stillwater, with
F and G Companies, and join me on the Yellowstone. The march from Ellis to Tongue
River was exceedingly difficult, the weather being very inclement and the roads almost impassable. Some days my train, with all the labor that could be upon it, only made two
and three miles. It took 16 mules to move a wagon at places through the mud. I hope, if
troops are required again frnm this post down the Yellowstone, the commanding general will
not send them out so early in the.season.
On the 25th of April the battalion arrived at Tongue River, and reported to General
Miles.
On May 1 it started up Tongue River, march ed 60 miles, crossed over to Rosebud on the
6th, and on the morning of the 7th of May surprised and destroyed a camp of Indians under
Lame Deer and Iron Star. The village contained 52 lodges by actual count, and bad fully
:300 wardors. Seventeen Indians were killed, and many wounded. The battalion lost 4
kill ed and 7 wounded, including Lieutenant Fuller, Company F, Second Cavalry. The conduct of the battalion in this action gave General Miles a very high opinion of it, and he bas
ever since praised it without stint. The battalion continued to scout and perform various
duties until about the 2d of July, when it was ordered, under Captain Ball, in pursuit of
hostile Indians on the Little Missouri. The troops failed to come up with the Inians, and on
the 17th day of July it returned to the Yellowstone.
On tbe 28th of July was ordered out with the battalion in pursuit of the same Indians
Captain Ball had been following, and struck the trail on the 1st of August. We followed
the e Indians 22 days, traveling over 400 miles, often camping without wood or water, and
ating rations raw. We could not overhaul the Indi ans, but compelled thPm to drop their
lodge and camp-fixture. , many of their ponies, and forced them to go into Red Cloud
ag n ·y and urrender. This was one of the ha1 dest marches I ever made, and I doubt if a
harder one bas .v r b. en made. The men, at one time, were entirely out of ration , and
om of th . old1er w1thout meat for thr days. The troop engaged iu this hard ervice
";er aptam I~all, II, 'aptcin Tyler, F, and Captain Wheelan, G Companie , econd
·Cavalry i aptam fcDougalls, B Company, eventh avalry; Captain asey, A Company,
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and First Lieutenant Logan, H Company, Fifth Infantry, mounted. I hope the general
commanding will give these companies the proper credit for their really meritorious service.
Captain Snyder, Fifth Infantry, with his own, Captain Hale's, and Godfrey's, came to our
relief on Powder River, as we were out of rations and about to kill horses for food.
On the 2d of .March Company G. Seventh Infantry, left Fort Shaw, Mont., arrived and
took post at Ellis March 12, to remain during absence of battalion Second Cavalry ordered
for duty in the field. Post duty and ordin<lry detached service performed until July 22,
when, with 32 enlisted men Company G, Seventh Infantry, and 8 men Second Cavalry, proceeded to Missoula, Mont.; marched a distance of 240 miles, arrived at Missoula July 30;
joined General Gibbon's command for service against Nez Perces Indi~ns. Left Missoula
post August 3; marched to Big Hole. Having marched about 145 miles, on the morning of
the 9th of August, participated in the battle. Lost in action 7 enlisted men killed and bad 8
wounded.
The company, with attached men to make it up to 50 strong, left Big Hole August 11, and
proceeded with General Howard's command to Red Rock station, on Corinne road, distance
110 miles; ordered back to Missoula, Mont., which post they reached after marching 195
miles, on August 26; post duty at Missoula to date;· ordered, upon arrival of the Third Infantry, to proceed to Fort Ellis, Mont., and replace Company C, Seventh Infantry.
On the 17th July, Captain Norwood with L Company, Second Cavalry, was detailed as
esc?r.t to General W. T. Sherman, and started up the Yellowstone on the 18th of July. On
arnvmg at Ellis, General Sherman ordered Captain Norwood to join General Howard's
command in pursuit of the Nez Perces Indians. Captain Norwood marched from Fort Ellis
to Camas Prairie, where on the 20th of August he engaged the Nez Perces, and fought
them for five hours. In this engagement Captain Norwood and his company behaved with
great gallantry and received the highest commendation from every one. The loss Of the
company· was 7 wounded, Lieutenant Benson Seventh Infantry, temporarily attached to
Company L, Second Cavalry, included. Two of the wounded men have since died.
On the 31st of August L Company, Second Cavalry, with Second Lieut. Ch. B. Schofield,
Second Cavalry, commanding, left this post as escort to Lieutenant-Colonel Gilbert, Seventh
~nfantry, en route to join General Howard's command in Geyser regions; followed trail as
fa; as Clark's l<'ork and ()row agency; could not overtake General Howard, and returned
With Lieutenant-Colonel Gilbert to this post. Men worn out by fatigue; and out of 50 horses
on return of the company but 20 were serviceable. 'l'he company marched about 450 miles.
Of the recent operations of the three companies of the Fort Ellis battalion Second Cavalry,
u?d~r Captain Tyler, with General Miles, and escorting Indian commissivners to treat with
S1ttmg Bull, the general has personal knowledge, and needs no mention in this report
from me.
Earl~ in the spring Lieutenant Doane, Company G, Second Cavalry, was detached and
plac~d m command of Crow Indians. He did good service during the summer, frequently
~endmg aid to General Miles, and one time preventing the Crows and Nez Perces from coming
m contact, in which case, if they bad, the Nez Perces would undoubtedly have obtained a
fresh mount and escaped over the border, before Miles could have struck them.
In closing this report, I wish to call the attention of the general commanding to the very
hard service performed during the past two years by the officers and men stationed at this
post. Many of them, old soldiers, say the year lt577 was the hardest they ever experienced,
and, if I may be allowed to judge, I will say I never saw, ev.en during the war, harder or
more dangerous service.
·
I inclose a memorandum of events and dates,. to which the gener:~l can refer for all that
oc~urred at the post during the year; should this report not prove to be sufficiently detailed
m Its statements.
I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
J A:S. S. BRISBIN,
./Jilajor Second Cavalry, Commanding Post.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

l<'ORT BENTON.
HEADQUARTERS, FoRT BENToN, MoNT.,

August 6, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following annual report of this post. The date of
the last annual report from this post was August ::!J, 1 76.
EXPEDITIONS.

S;ptember 3, 1876.-Second Lieut. E. E. Hardin, with two enlisted men, Company F,
Seventh Infantry, went ~owards the Cypress Mountains in search of deserters. Returned
to post September 7, having been unsuccessful and having traveled 200 miles.

554

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

September 6, 1876.-Capt. Constant Williams, Seventh Infantry, with one hired citizen,
proceeded on the road to Fort McLeod, in British possessions, in search of two deserters.
He bad the deserters arrested by Canadian authorities for introducing stolen property across
the Jin es, and recovered the stolen horses, rifles, saddles, and other equipments. He returned November 6, 1876, having traveled 475 miles. .
September 9, 1876.-Second Lieut. E. E. Hardin, with six enlisted men, Company. F,
Sevt3nth Infantry, proceeded to Fort Belknap Indian agency, for the purpose of stoppmg
the trade of ammunition and investigating eertain charges of illegal tradingagainst trader.
Returned September 15, having traveled 190 miles.
January 19, 1877.-Second Lieut. E. E. Hardin, with six enlisted men, Company F,
Seventh Infantry, proceeded to mouth of Pend d'Oreille Coulee, on Marion River, in search
of whisky traders. He returned to this post January ~5, 1877, having been unsuccessful,
and having traveled 180 miles.
M1rch 30, lF:\77 -Maj. Guido Ilges, Seventh Infantry, with three enlisted men, Company
F, Seventh Infantry, proceeded to mouth of Marion River, in pursuit of whisl{y traders.
Returned same day, having been unsuccessful in making capture and having travelled 24
miles.
March 26, 1877.-Second Lieut. E. E. Hardin, with one enlisted man, Company F,
Seventh Infantry, procee ded to Fort Shaw in charge of military convicts to be confined at
that p os t. He returned April 4, 1877, having traveled 120 miles.
April 5, 1877.-Second Lieut. E. E. Hardin, with five enlisted men, Company F, Seventh
Infantry, proceeded from this post in charge of about 2il lodges of Nez Perce Indians,
returning from bunt on Milk River. He conducted them through the white settlements beyond the post of Fort Shaw, returning to this post on the 24th of April, having traveled
about 150 miles.
April 11, 1877.-Capt. Constant Williams, with one enlisted man, Company F, Seventh
Infantry, proceeded to Huykwood Mountains, Montana, for the purpose of selecting timber
for u se ot post. He returned April 15, having travel ed 3fi miles.
:J.1ay 8, 1877.-Second Lieut. E. E. Hardin, with one enlisted man, Company F, Seventh
Infantry, proceeded in pursuit of whi sky traders; made two arrests and seizure of some
small quantity, which was spilled. R eturned same day, having traveled about 3 mile!'l.
June 2, 1877.-Capt. Constant vVilliams, with four enlisted men, Company F, Seventh
In fan t,ry, proceeded in pursuit of a part.y of half-breeds snspected of carrying whisky and
cartridges into the Indian country. He overtook party, made search, but found no contraband ; returning to this post same day, having traveled 6 miles.
June 29, 1877.-Maj . GuiQo Ilges and Seco i;~d Lieut. E. E. Hardin, Seventh Infantry, proceeded to small camp of Gros Ventre Ind iaus, on mouth of Marien River, for purpose of i ll\'estigating the reported murder by this tribe of a white man named Frank Robinson. Returned same day, having traveled 24 miles.
.
June 30, 1877.-Capt. Constant Williams, Seven th Infantry, proceeded to Fort McLeod, m
northwestern British possessions, be having been subprenaed as a witness in the case of two
Aruerican deserters, arrested for introducing stolen property. Returned July 30, 1877, having traveled 475 miles.
July 2 1, 1877.-Second Lieut. E. E. Hardin, Seventh Infantry, with three enlisted men,
Company F, Seventh Infantry, proceeded to camp of Company B, Seventh Infantry, at Dauphin Rapids, for the purpose of paying that command the pay due upon May and June payrolls. Returned July 23, having traveled 240 miles.
July 25, J577.-Second Li eut. E. E. Hardin, with Company F, Seventh Infantry, proceeded
from this post, via Fort Shaw, to Mi ssoula, to take the field against the hostile Indians. Not
returned yet.
July 29, 1877.-Maj. Guido Ilges, Seventy Infantry, and one enlisted man Company F,
Seventh Infantry, proceeded to mcoutl1 of Marion for the purpose of meeting in council the
chief of the Gros Ventre Indi ans, with his warriors, and conveying to them certain instru c tions, and invitation to come into camp, received from district commander. Returned same
day, having traveled 2-t miles.
Be ide these expeditions and scouts, the command have during the past year performed
many tours of detached-service duty.
'filE BUILDING . .

arne as described in last year's report. The buildings are scattered through the town of
Fort B nton, at a yearly rent of. 2,940. They are mostly of a very inferior character. L eaky
roof , and lack f funds for the p11.yment of nece. sary labor and material tJ make repair ,
are enJang ring the health of command and afe-keeping of public property. A compl te
one-company post could be built at an available poirlt in this neighborhood, at a co ·t not to
.
exceed '5,000, material for building purposes being within easy reach.
CO;\IMUNIC TION.

Th l wn of. o.rt Benton bas a. post-office and telegraph-line from Fort Shaw to the tate .
Helena, th pnnc1pal town of .Montana, b 14 ... miles dist11.nt, and the nearest railroad tation
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is Corinne, Utah, about 624 miles distant. The mails arrive and depart three times per
week by the stage·line. From the last of May to latter part of July, sometimes as late as
August, steamboats ascend the river (Missouri) to this point from points below.
SUPPLIES.

Ample supplies pertaining to the different departments are on hand. Wood, for fnel, and
hay are procured in tLe neighborhood by contract. Fresh beef is also supplied by contract,
being delivered on the block. Most all the supplies for the military posts of Montana are
received and shipped from this post.
STRENGTH OF COMMAND.

Present this day, one field officer and 8 enlisted men of Company F, Seventh Infantry;
also, one C(lmmissary sergeant, United States 'Army; the company composing this garrison
having been ordered to the fi eld, in Missoula, for service against the hostile Indians. During the past year the duty of this post has been very arduous, and officers and enlisted men
have endured much hardship from the sevMity of this northern climate. Much detached
service is required to be performed, and the strength of the command is entirely inadequate
to the amount of duty necessary to be performed. Escorts and expeditions of the utmost importance have to be refused and delayed on account of scarcity of officers and enlisted men.
Deducting the number of extra men and daiiy-duty men, scarcely enough are left to mount a
daily guard of three met', though the scattered condition of the post and the large amount
of public freight upon the levee, in transit to other posts (during the summer months), render it almost absolutely necessary to maintain a guard of niue men.
DRILL AND DISCIPLINE.

Owing to the smallness of the garrison and amount of detached duty required, very little
drill bad bren possible. During the spring months the company were drilled twice daily,
and had become efficient in ·both company drill and the manual of arms. There is one prisoner in the guard-house undergoing sentence. The command is well-behaved.
HEALTH OF COMMAND.

Th e health of the command has been excellent throughout the year, very few cases of
sickness, and only one of a dangero us character. One private, Thomas Hood, . Company .1<',
Seventh Infantry, was accidentally drowned in Missouri River on August 17, 1876.
ATTITUDE OF Sl'HROUNDING INDIANS.

Th e surrounding Indian tribes are the Piegans, Gros Ventres, Upper Assiniboines, Bloods,
Blackfeet, Crees;, Nez Pew~s, and Pend d'Oreilles · (ouly occasionally in small bands), and
the Crows. No depredations have been committed by them during the past year in this
neighborhood, and so far as the w bites are concerned the condition of affairs here has been
one of peace and security.
Some of the Sioux from the Fort Peck agency and beyond are occasionally seen within
50 miles of here, and are constantly reported as committing depredations upon the (to us)
friendly tribes, to whose presence alone the settlements to the north of this post are indebted
to escape from Indian raids. The main camp of the hostile Sioux escaping from the United
~tates territory to British possessions passed within 166 miles from and to the northeast of
Fort Benton.
Their near presence, and their efforts to induce through emissaries friendly relationship
and co-operation on the part of the friendly tribes in the neighborhood, bas been the subject
of fear on the part of the settler:3. I refer especially to the friendly tribes of Gros Ventres
and Piegans, the former numbering about 600 souls; the latter about 1,500. From personal obl!ervation, a.nd many talks with the chiefs and bead soldiers of these tribes, I find
that they have many causes of complaint-some of them very just-and that they are just
now very restless, and more earnest in their complaints of grievances.
'fhe Gros Ventres Indians, who are hereditary enemies of the Sioux, have bad their
agency and tradiog·post taken from them, and have been attached for trading for rations
and for annuity goods to Fort Peck and Wolf's Point. To go to either of these places is,
for this small tribe, a matter of utter impossibility, as their property and lives would be in
the hands of a cruel and powerful enemy. The Gros Ventres have a lways been friendly to
the whites, and at war with the Sioux, and by proper treatment will be secured as a valua,ble ally against hostile Sioux now roaming in this direction. I f0und from an iuvestigation
of the facts that the Gros Veotres h11.ve not received any annuity goods or rations for the
last three years, and that at the present time, when game is scarce, and without the neces·

556

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

sary ammunition for kill;ng game and for defense against enemy, th~y are in a state of destitution and on the brink of listening to evil advice from outsiders. Under the present
condition of affairs and the very helpless situation of our settlements to the north, I represented this matter and its importance to the district commander, who at once directed me to
relieve the actual distress of these Indians by issne of limited rations, and to take such
steps as will retain to us their friendship. These instructions I have been diligently en·
deavoring to carry out during the last few ·'.Yeeks, and think that my efforts have been successful. These Indians should be taken care of by appointment of an agent and suitable
location of an ag·ency and trading-post.
The Piegan chief, White Calf, with Soldier Beard, had been to this post with many complaints against the present agent of the tribe. The matter does not come within the proper
sphere of my duty, and I have uot investigated same. While I think that the agent is a
Christian gentleman with kind intentions, I am satisfied from reliable advisers that he is not
the right man for the position ; that he had succeeded in making himself thoroughly hated
by the principal and most influential men of the Piegan tribe, and that personal danger at
the hands of his Indians is vouchsafed to him in the near future.
•
By judicious and proper treatment these Indians could be kept friendly. Both these
tribes complain of bad treatment in the matter of ammunition. No Indians are permitted to
visit the town of Fort Benton, and every effort is made to confine their roaming to their own
reservation and keep away from them evil-disposed whites.
SETTLEMENT OF BENTON AND SURROUNDING COUNTRY.

The exposed condition of this section of the country retards speedy settlement, and little
progress in this direction can be observed. Since last report some very good citizens have
settled in town and vicinity, and many of the notoriously bad characters have left. Many
of the floating population. are still engaged in the whisky traffic with the Indians, but
they have received a severe and lasting check during the past year, ,t hrough the efficient
service of this command. The civil government of the country has been remodelled by the
election of good and efficient officers.
WANTS OF THE COUNTRY.

To suppress the illicit traffic with Indians in whisky, arms, and ammunition, to assist the
civil authorities to enforce the laws of the United States against disreputable and often
desperate characters, and to protect settlers at exposed positions against raids of maurauding Indi ans, it will be necessary to increase the strength of this post by the addition of at
least one cavalry company, and erection of suitable military post at or near mouth of
Marion.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GUIDO ILGES,
.!Jfajor Seventh United Stal es Infantry, Commandiug Post.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

HEADQUARTERS, FORT BENTON, MONT.,

October 21, 1877.
SrR: In conformity with your circular letter of the 1s t ultimo, I have the honor to submit the following su pplemnutary report of the operations of my command, to be filed with
my annual report, forwarded to you from this office August 6, JC!77.
As reported in my regular annual report, on the 25th day of July, 1877, Company F,
Seventh I nfantry, consisting of 2l enlisted men and under command of Second Lieut. E. E.
Hardin, eventh Infantry, left the post to take the field against hostile Nez Perces. Capt.
Con tant Williams, Seventh Infantry, who had been absent on detached service in the
Northw~ t British territory, overtook the command and a sumed command of his company
(F) on August 7, 1 77.
On Aug-u t 9, 1 i7, the company took part in the engagement with Nez Perces on Big
llole Creek. Captain Williams, in his official report of the action, says:
"In the. action which followed every member of the company behaved remarkably well,
and ~~en 1t wa ordered, with the rest of the command, to retire from the bottom to take up
a po. 1.t1on on the hill ide, all the wounded men were takeu off the field. When all did their
duty m ~ nHm~er so gratifying to my pride in the company, I find myself unable to mention
ny n m part1cular. At noon I wa incapncitated for the active command of the company
b! a gnu ~~ wound in the right ide, and relinqui bed it to Lieutenant Ilardin who bas
&Ioce n med it.
'
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"The following is a list of the casualties (of company) in the battle of the Big Hole:
"Killed.-Private James McGuire. Private William D. Pomeroy. Total, ~.
" ltlout1ded.-Capt.. Constant Williams, twice slightly; Sergt. Patrick Whelan (right
arm, slightly), Sergt. William W. Watson (twice in legs and thighs, since died August 29,
1877), Corporal Christian Luttman, (both thighs, flesh·wounds),jMusician John Erickson,
(through right breast and left arm), Private Edwin D. Hunter (through right fore-arm, necessitating resection), Private George Maurer (through right cheek and upper jaw).
"Commissioned officers, 1, enlisted men, 5. Total wounded, 6."
The company, under comm.a nd of Second Lieut. E. E. Hardin, returned to this post on
·
the 18th of Septem brr, J 877.
September 7, 1877.-Ma.jor Guido Ilges, Seventh Infantry, with 3 mounted enlisted men of
Company F, Seventh Infantry, 10 mounted citizens, and 15 dismounted citizens, started for
the crossing of Milk River, on road to Fort Walsh, Northwest British territory, to relieve a
party of teamsters and train, reported to have been captured and destroyed by hostile Indians.
The party returned to Fort Benton, Mont., on the morning of the lOth of September, having
fonud the teamsters and train unharmed and having traveled 150 miles.
Sepfembe" 21, 1877.-Upon information being received that the hostile Nez Perces were
approaching Fort Clagget, Mont., Company F (1:3 enlisted men) and 2 citizen volunteers,
under command of Second Lieut. E. E. Hardin, proceeded by mackinaw ooat to Fort
Clagget, Mont, and arrived at that point on the forenoon of.September 22.
Lieutenant Hardin and command left Clagget at 8 a. m., September 24, per mackinaw
boat. arriving at Cow Island at 7.:30 p. m. same day. •
Since then the company has been stationed at the latter point guarding public property,
and has not yet returned to its proper station at this post.
Same date. ·-Major llges, with .one enlisted man (Private Thomas Bundy, Company F),
and :36 mounted citizen volunteers, proceedeu to Fort Clagget, where he arrived on the evening of the following day. Scouts were sent out to ascertain the route of the Nez Perces.
It was during the nights of the 23d and 24th, ascertained that these Indians had gone in
the direction of Cow Island. At daylight of 24th, Major Dges and commanq started over- '
land for the latter place (a distance of 65 miles), and arrived there (opposite the landing
place), at 6.:30 p.m. same day. Effected crossing of command, horses, and material by 9
o'clock a. m., of September 15th. The Nez Perces had left on forenoon of previous day,
having destroyed about 50 tons of public and private freight and having n.ttacked and fought
the detachmen t of B Company, Seventh Infantry ( 12 enlisted men and 4 citizens), during IS
hours. In the engagement two citizens were wounded, also several Indians.
At 9.30 a.m., of i5th, Major Ilges, with his mounted command of 36 citizen volunteers,
started on the trail of the Nez Perces, which appeared very fresh and leading up Cow Creek
Canon. After proceeding about 10 miles an advanced scout discovered the camp of the
Indians. They werfl there in full force and had surrounded a party of teamsters and their
~rain. The Indians became aware of the approach of Major Ilges's party at once. They
Immediately set t!Je train on fire, and killed two of the teamsters, the balance (seven of them)
escaping into the hills. Meanwhile, about 75 mounted Indians came charging down the
Canon toward the command. They however did not thfln approach any nearer than about
1,000 yards, but divided into small parties disappearing from sight. Major Ilges stationed
his men as advantageously as the nature of the ground would permit and awaited the attack,
which commenced at noon and lasted about two hours. The Indians held the high ground
above and high hills on right flank; they did very excellent shooting without exposing
themselves. After the Indians had ceased firing and had withdrawn from the immediate
f~ont, Major llges, fearing that they were trying to get Lo his rear and left, and on account of
h1s unfavorable position for defense, slowly withdrew and returned to the pits at Cow Island,
where he arrived at 6 p. m.
During the fight citizen·volunteer Bradley and one horse were killed. The Indians lost
two in wounded. The citizens, under Major Ilge~. behaved well during the fight., with a few
exceptions, but they are not a very desirable material to handle under disadvantageous circumstances. As soon as the fight commenced, Private Bundy was dispatched to Cow Island
with orders to Lieutenant Hardin to bring up his entire force and mountain howitzer. This
very dangerous journey was performed by Private Bundy on foot and in the space of two
hours, and for this brave and desperate service he is recommended to such recognition as
the proper authorities can give to a brave and good soldier.
Major Ilges and party returned to Fort Benton, Mont., on the 29th of September, having
traveled 325 miles.
October 3, 1877.-.M:ajor Ilges, Seventh Infantry, with 3 enlisted men and 21 citizen-volunteers, proceeded to Highwood and Belt Creeks to relieve the families of settlers along said
creeks from the danger of hostile Indians reported in that neighborhood. The command
found the trail of about 15 monnted Indians, but had to abandon same late at night on ac·
count of severe snow-storm. Command returned to Fort Benton on evening of October 4,
1877, having traveled about 50 miles.
October 6, 1877.-Major Ilges, eventh Infantry, with 3 enlisted m&n and 26 mounted
citizen-volunteers, left town with the intention of scouting to the west of Bear-paw Mountains. A party of Gras Ventres Indians were to accompany Major Ilges on the expedition.
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Before all arrangements could bP perfected and ·while yet encamped on Marion River, the
news of the surrender of the Nez; Perees to Gehcral Miles was received.
'
Major llges and party returned to Fort Benton, Mont., on Rth of October, having . traveled :~4 miles.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GUIDO ILGgS,
Major Seventh Infantry, Corrtrnandi·ng Post.
ASSISTANT ADJUT~N1'-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

FORT BUFORD.
HEADQUARTERS FoRT BUFORD, DAK., Octojer 1, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with your circular letter of the 12th ultimo, I have the honor to sub·
m it the folloWing report of the services of the troops of this garrison since date of last annual
report, September 16, J 876.
'
During the past winter the garrison consisted of the non-commissioned staff and band Sixth
Infantry, six companies of that regirpent, and a detachment of Indian scouts. The aggregate strength on January 31, l~i7, present and absent, was as follows:

OfficPrs .........••.......................• .•.. ..•.......•.••••....••....••..•.. 23
Non-commissioned staff and band...... .. .. .. .. .. . • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. . .. . .. • 20
Enlisted men of companies ................................... : .. ................ 267
Indian scouts . ... . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • • • . • • . . . . • • . • • . • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . • . . • l 5
Total...... . • . • • . . . • • • . . • • . . . . . . • . • • • • . • • . . . • • • • • . . . . . • • • • • • • . . • • • . • • • • • . 325
The close of navigation on the Yellowstone last season left the cantonment at Toug~e
River insufficiently supplied with forage, clothing, and subsistence, which, in large quanti ·
ties, accumulated at this post. The work of forwarding these stores by wagon-trains commenced at an early date and continued through the winter; the freight so forwarded
amounted in the aggregate to 1,591.499 pounds.
Escorts for these trains were furnished from this post, the extent of which is shown by the
following statement of service by companies, with distance traveled:
Miles.

CompA.ny C.-Two trips to Glendive and return .................. ·.................
Company D.-One trip to Glendive and return ....................................
Company E.--Three trips to Glendive and one to Tongue River and return ...........
Company G.-Three trips to Glenuive and one to Tongue River and return ..••..... ..
Company F.-Two trips to Glendive and return ...................................
Company I.-One trip to Glendive and return .....................................

292
146
668
668
292
146

In addition to the foregoing, Companies C, D, and I, Colonel Hazen commanding, left the
post October 15, H376, and marched to Glendive with a view of re-enforcing the escorts
operating beyond that point, one of which, Captain Miner's, had been driven back by hostile Indians. Again, the same officer, commandiug Companies C, D, :F, and I, left the post
October 28/by the steamer Peniwah, and proceeded to Fori Peck, Mont. The object of
this move was to prevent Sitting Hull's hostile band of Indians resorting to that agency, as
was their reported intention, for the purpose of obtaining supplies. A small band of these
Indians had already encamped in the vicmity of the agency, but fled on the approach of the
troops. Leaving a detachment of 1 officer and 30 men to guard the agenq and a qu~:~.n·
tity uf supplies for the contingent needs of Colonel Miles's command iu the field, the bat·
tali on returned to this po ·t, marching overland. Distance traveled, 135 miles.
I here give some of the dates of departure f1 om tbis post of the several companies on e cort
duty, from which it will be seen that much of it was performed in midwinter, when the thormorn ter was ranging from fr ezing to 3jLl below.
E Company, November , J 76; G Company, November 25, 1 76; F Company, December 6, I 76; C Company, December 7, 1 i6; D Company, December 12, J 76; E and I
Cornpani s, December 15, J 76; G Comp~:~.ny, December 2:2, 1~76; P Company, January
4, I t7; C Company, .January 20, 1 7i.
The troops were gen rally supplied with buffalo overcoats, overshoe , and the seal- kin cap
and gl~v , while many o~ the m~n provided themselves with leggins and oLLer mean of
pr?h:ct10n, o that, notw1th. tandmg the extreme cold, no severe c:a. ualties occurred on
till. accoun . 'I'hi
ervic:e wa:, howev r, attended with great personal di ·comfort to both
ffic •r. and m n, and wantmg th excitement usually exprienced by troops in the field wa
'
ouerou and trying in the ext1eme.
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On April 26, 1877, the garrison was increased by the arrival of H Company, Sixth Infantry,
from Fort Stevenson. Soon after, in compliance with the orders of the deparf,ment comrnandPr, D and t Companies were designated to garrison Fort Peck, Mont. These eompanies left the post on the II th of May. In the mean time the detachment already there under
command of Lieutenant Day, Sixth Infantry, was called in.
The establishment of the depot of f'Upplies at this post has greatly increased the amount
of labor devolving upon the garrison, and during the past summer it was found neeessary,
owing to the great demand for troops for detached service, to employ, from time to time, a
few civilian laborers.
Since the opening of navigfl.tion to date the public freight shipped and reshipped from this
post by steamboats amounts to 9,576,65l pounds. Thirty-three escorts have been furnished
these boats from this post. For the security of such public freight as had been left by steamboats unable to ascend higher up the Yellowstone, Lieutenant Wagner, Sixth Infantry,
with a detachment.of 13 men, was sent August 25th to Glentiive, and wagon-trains are
again engaged in forwarding stores for Tongue River to that point.
On the 1st of August F Compauy was sent as escort to a wagon-train for Tongue River,
returning 0n the ;!5~h. escorting at the same time the cattle-herd for the post, which bad
been driven by the contractor via Tongue River. I will here remark that this was an exceptionally fine herd of cattle.
On the 8th ultimo C Company left the post for Tongue River as escort to a wagon-train.
This company was ordered to return to Glendive, and there take station, relieving Lieuten1\nt Wagner's detachment.
It will be seen by the accompanying extract copy of letter from the commanding officer,
District of the Yellowstone, dated the 5th, and received here on the lOth September, that his
wishes with regard to Glendive were, in part, anticipated by me.
Upon Colonel Miles's request, communicated under date of 17th Reptember, and addressed
to General Terry and myself here-a copy of this letter has been forwarded to you-I, on
the 22d September, dispatched the steamer Gen. Meade, laden with 17,000 rations (:til but
15 days of what we had on hand), what officers' stores could be spared, and some forage.
A copy of this lette r was. at the same time furnished the commanding officer at Fort Peck,
with d1rectiom to put aboard the Meade on her arrival the 15,000 rations there for Cuionel
Miles's command, enough forage to complete the freight of th3 boat, and to send one company of his command as guard to the boat and her supplies ; the officer in charge of the
guard to be instructed to endeavor to cpmmunicate with the expeditionary forces in the
neighborhood of the mouth of the Musselshell and Carroll. The services of the Meade
were so secured that she will go 'to Cow Island if it be found necessary. This movement
is still pending. Since the departure of the Meade, an abundance of the regular ration has
been received here.
The withdrawal of H Company to Fort Stevenson, the establishment from this garrison
of cantonments at Fort Peek and at Gler:dive, will reduce the streugth of the garnsou to a
much smaller number than has been the case for many years past. The companies will be
fewer in number, and they greatly r.; duced in strength. · The disproportion between the
number of non-commissioned officers, and the necessary men on daily duty as cooks, tailors,
&c., in company organizations, as compared with the privates for duty, is very great, and
although the number of men on extra and daily duty in the departments is kept as low as
possible, still the men available for guard duty get but one night in bed out of two. In
view of these facts, of the great quantity of stores here and yet to arrive, the need of forwarding large quantities of them with escorts, the disposition to theft already manifested by
strolling citizens going to and from the Yellowstone posts and settlements, together with
the still further reduction of the post as contemplated, will render the problem of the administration of the post and proper care of its supplies one of much difficulty and embarrassment.
Trials by general court-martial during the year past numb er but eight, while the number
of trials by garrison court-martial and the number of commitments to the post guard-house ·
have bt·rn unusually small.
Two death s hav e occurred, onr man killed by lightning and one drowned.
The general h ealth of the command bas been and is good.
The buil·.lings, grounds, and public property have during the past year been kept in excellent repair and condition.
.
Spring drills commenced April 17, but owing to the large number of men sent on detached service, and the unusual demands for fatigue, it was impracticable to continue them
longer than May 29.
Tbe post garden was overflowed by the river after the potatoes had been planted, and
se\'eral acres so planted lost. For this reason it will be neces.·ary to more largely depend
upon tLe Subsistence Department for this vegetable the coming winter. Otherw ise the garden
has been uuusually productive.
The detachment of Indian scouts, which in April numbered 21, was by authority of the
department commander reduced to 12, and later to 6, its prot~ent strength.
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The aggregate strength of the garrison, present and absent, at this date is as follows:
Officers...... . • • • • . . . • • • . . • • • • • . • • • • . . . • • • • . . • • • . • • . • • . . • • • . • . • • • . . . • • • . . . . . . . . 30
Non-commissioned staff and band . . • • . . . . . • . . . . . • • . . . . . . • . . • • • . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . 22
Enlisted men of companies .•••••............. .•••..•••...•.•....•••.•.••• •..•••. 217
Detachment of Indian scouts . . • • • • . • • . . . . . . . • . • . . . • • . . . • • • . . . • • • . • . • • • • . . . . . . . . .
6
Total, induding detachments at Fort Peck, Glendive .•.••• . .•••.•..••••..•••• 275
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ORLANDO H. MOORE,
Major Sixth Infantry, Commanding.
The AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, _]Uinn.

CAMP BAKER.
CAMP BAKER, MONT., October 2, 1877.
SIR: In complian<"e with circular letter headquarters Department of Dakota, Saint Paul,
Minn., Septelll her 12, 1877, I have to report as follows :
Company E, Seventh Infantry, wEb Capt. W. Clifford, and Second Lieut. George S.
Young, ~eve n th [nfantry, ·left Camp Baker, Mont., on the 14th day of March, ltl76, pursuant to Special Orders 32, headquarters Camp Baker, Mont., March 14, 1876, and arrived at
Fort Ellis March 21, 1876; distance marched, 121 miles.
The company (E) left l!'ort Ellis, Mont., as escort of a train of government stores to the
Crow agency, arrived there the 2d day of April, 1876. Distance marched, 105 mile3.
'The company left the Crow agency April 9, 1.:376, and joined the command unrler Colonel
Gibbon AprillO, 1876. Distance, 18 miles.
·
The command under Colonel Gibbon broke camp April 12, anu arrived at Fort Pease
April 21, 1876. Distance marched, 99 miles.
The company (E) broke camp at Fort Pease May 11, 1876; procE>eded in small boats
down the Yellowstone River, meeting the steamer Far West one-half mile below Powder
River on the 8th day of June, 1876; returned to the command with said steamer the
9th day of June: distance made by water 178 miles; marched with the command up the
Yellowstone to one-half mile below the mouth of the Bighorn River; crossed the Yellowstone on th e 24th of June; marched up the Little Bighorn to Custer's battle-field, arri ving June 27; returned to mouth of Little Bighorn June 29, and remain ed there on the
30th, distance marched 316 miles; broke camp on the 1st of July; marched back to the
Yellowstone; crossed the same near mouth of Bighorn July 2, 1876 ; down the Yellowstone to Rosebud River; crossed the Yellowstone August 4, and marched up the Rosebud
Augu st 6; joined the command of General Crook on the lOth of August; from there,
through the Bad Land s, to Tongue and Powder Rivers; returned to the Yellowstone August ~6; crossed the Yellowstone August 27; marched around the Bad Lands on tlOUth
side of river, and arrived, on Augntlt 31, on Yellowstone River opposite Glendive Creek;
distance marched 415 miles.
The company broke camp September 3; down the Yellowstone as escort of wagon-train
to unload steamer Silver Lake No. 4; returned to the command on September 4; distance
marched 44 miles. Broke camp September 6, to join respective stations; arrived at Camp
Baker, Mont., October 2, Hl76,' with 3 officers and :3;t enlisted men; absent from post
~02 days.
Privates William Evans and Benj. Stewart set out from the Rosebud on a little boat down
the Yellowstone, May 28, I 76, to bling dispatches from Colonel Gibbon t(l General Terry;
met the steamer Far West three miles below Powder River on the lst of June, 1876; turned
over their dispatches to Captain Powell, Sixth Infantry. Privates William Evans, Benj .
F . Stewart, and James Bell, Company E, Seventh Infantry, set out 'on the 9th of July,
1 76, for General Crook'~ camp, which they reached on the J2th; delivered the dispatches
and returned, arriving in camp on the 25th of July. (See Gentlral Field Orders No. 5,
Headquarters Department of D akota, dated camp at mouth of Bighorn River, July 26,
] 76.)
ompany D performed, during the absence of Company E, the regular garrison and escort
duty.
_ompanie E and D performed the regular garrison and escort duty from October 2, 1, 76,
until -Tnly :M, I 77, wb n Company D was ordered to report to the district commander, per
~- t rders 17, July 23, for duty in the fi ld.
I~~ comp~ny left amp Baker_ ~n the~. th of July, ~or Fort Shaw, to join the command
f olonel .tbbou on the expedttton agam t the hostile Nez Perces Indians. Company
lJ look part m the Big Hole battle, August D, 1 77.
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Lieut. Col. C. C. Gilbert, commanding post, proceeded to Helena, Mont., August 27, in
compliance with the instructions of the district commander, to open proposals for flour, to be
furnished at the differEJnt posts in the district.
August 30, the commander-in-chief, being then in Helena, intrusted Lieutenant-Colonel
Gilbert, Seventh Infantry, with an open Jetter for delivery to Brig. Gen. 0. 0. Howard, commanding Nez Perces expedition, from Department of Columbia. The troops of
this column were supposed to be at Henry's Lake, and about to start on the trail of the
Indians leading east. Pursuant to instructions of distriet commander, Colortel Gilbert took
Fort Ellis and the Yellowstone in his route, with Norwood's company, Second Cavalry,
from the former, and Company E, Seventh Cavalry, from Henderson's ranch, on the latter, near Mammoth Springs. On the 2d September, with these companies and some Indians,
Colonel Gilbert took the trail of Howard's column at the upper end of the Upper Madison Basin, and followed with forced marches, making two of Howard's daily marches every
day through the Firehole district, and across the Yellowstone at Baronet's Bridge, to
the Fort C. F Smith road, by way of Clark's Fork. At this road the trail was abandoned
and the detachment, reduced to about 20 officers and enlisted men, returned to Fort Ellis,
by way of the Crow agency.
The march after Howard's column was discontinued on ac'Count of the worn-out condition
of the animals pertaining to the detachment. Colonel Gilbert joined the post on the 25th
of September.
Capt. W. Clifford, Seventh Infantry, with Sergeant Wright, Company E, Seventh Infantry, with a party of about 20 citizens, left the post September 23 to make a five days'
scout in the direction of the Judith Basin. He saw no Indians, but found a trail leading
through Moore's Pass to the Judith Basin.
Lieut. GeorgeS. Young, Seventh Infantry, left the post for Helena, Mont., at midnight
August 23, with dispatches from Colonel Sturgis, Seventh Cavalry, to Colonel Gibbon, commanding district of Montana. Lieutenant Young returned to this post August 26, and
August 27 accompanied Lieutenant-Colonel Gilbert to Helena, Mont., to assist in opening
proposals for flour. Lieutenant Young was ordered August 29 to report to Lieutenant-Colonel Gilbert for duty in the field. Lieutenant Young returned to this post September 26,
lti77.
RE:port of Company D hereunto appended.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. C. GILBERT,
Lieutenant-Colonel Seventh Infantry, Commanding Post.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

u. s. A.,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

CAMP BAKER, MONT., October 30, 1877.
SlR : In compliance with your request of this dat~ I have the honor to furnish the following narrative of operations of my company since July 24, 1877:
In compliance with Post Order No. 41, current series, Camp Baker, Mont., Company D,
Seventh Infantry (1 commissioned officer, 26 enlisted men, 6 of the enlisted men being attached from Company E, Seventh Infantt'y), left this post en route to Fort Shaw, Mont.,
arriving at the latter post and reporting to the district commander for field-service July 27,
1877. Distance marched, 65 miles.
The company forming part of General Gibbon's column left Fort Shaw, Mont., at 1
o'clock p. m. July 28, en route to Missoula, Mont., moving in light marching order (with
small pack-train to carry rations and extra ammunition), via Cadotte's Pass and Big Blackfoot trail, arriving at military post near Missoula, Mont., August 3, J877. Distance marched,
165 miles.
The company left military post near Missoula, Mont., at 12 o'clock m., August 4, the men
in wagons, in pursuit of the hostile Nez Perces Indians, then known to be moving up the
valley of thE' Bitter Root, and by a series of ·long and rapid marches, a part of the route
being over a difficult mountain trail, taxing the endurance of men and animals in hauling
the wagons over the mountain.
The command, of which my company formed part, arrived late on the evening of August
8 within 6 miles of the hostile Indian camp. A halt was here made until eleven o'clocl~ at
night, when the march was again resumed, direct for the Indian village, with a view of
making an attack upon it at daylight the next morning. The command, unobserved by the
hostile Indians, marched to within 300 yards of their village, formed line of battle, anu
remained in that position for at least two hours, awaiting daylight.
At daybreak on the morning of August 9 the order to attack was given, my company, supported by K Company (Captain Sanno) leading the attack. The Indian camp was takAn,
and the battle of the Dig Hole inaugurated, which lasted all day, with somewhat varying
success, both sides losing heavily in killed and wounded, resulting finally in a victory for
tbe troops, who camped on the battle-field, the Indians disappearing during the night of the
9th, leaving many of their dead unburied on the field. Second Lieut. J. T. Van Orsdale,
Seventh Infantry, joined my company in the field August 7, and one enlisted man joiJiled at
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Fort Shaw, Mont., Ju!y 28, 1877, raising the strength of my company on the day of the
battle to 2 commissioned officers and 27 enlisted men.
Casualties in Company D, in battle of Big Hole, August 9, 1877.

Killed.-Corporal W. T. Payne, Corporal Jacob Eisenhut, Musician Michael Gallagher
Private Mathew Butterly, Company E (attached)-total, 4.
Wounded.-Sergeant P. C. Daly (slight); Corporal John Murphy (severe); Musician Tim
Cronan (severe); Private James Keys (severe); Sergeant James Bell 2d, Company E (attached), (severe); Sergeant William Wright, Company E (attached), (slight); Corporal
John Burns, Company E (attached), (slight)-total, 7.
The following extract from my report, made to the assistant adjutant-general, district of
Montana, is inserted:
The severe and protracted engagement of August 9 was well calculated to test the courage
and endurance of my men, lasting, as it did, from early dawn until dark, with varying sue:
cess, during which time we lost heavily in killed and wounded, yet I think I .can safely state
there was not a man failed in his duty or doubted the final result.
While all under my command performed their duty to my entire satisfaction, I take pleasure in making special mention of the following for coolness and gallantry in action: Second
Lieut. J. T. Van Orsdale, Seventh Infantry; Sergeant Francis McCoffery, Company ]),
Seventh Infantry; First Sergeant Thomas McLaughlin, Company D, Seventh Infantry;
Sergeant James Bell 2d, Company E (attached); Sergeant William Wright, Company E
(attached).
The company left camp on Big Hole, Mont., August 12, 1877, en route for Missoula, Mont.,
via Deer Lodge. Lieutenant Van Orsdale and ten enlisted men being detached to make up
a detachment of fifty meu from the Seventh Infantry to continue the pursuit of the hostile
NPz Perces, under the command of General Howard. By easy marches the company arrived at military post near Mi~;sonla, Mont., August 21, 1877, reporting for temporary duty
to the commanding officer of that post, the present station. Second Lieut. J. T. Van Orsdale and the ten enlisted men of the company detached on the 12th, joined company at
Missoula, Mont., August 2fi, 1877. Distance marched from Missoula, 300 miles; total distance since July 24, 1877, 550 miles.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
RICHARD COMBA,
Captain Seventh lnjanl?'Y·
Lieut. GEO. S. YOUNG,
Seventh Infantry, Post-Adjutant.

FORT SHAW, MONT.; FORT RANDALL, DA.K.; FORT SULLY, DAK., AND
LOWER BRULE AGENCY, DAK.
HEADQUARTEHS FORT SHAw, MONT.,

October 5, 1877.
Sm: In compliance with your communication of September 12, 1877, I have the honor
to make the following report of the operations of this command during the year ending
September 30, 1877:
Companies A, B, H, I, and K, Seventh Infantry, numbering 10 officers and 168 enlisted
men, under command of Capt. H. B. Freeman, Seventh Infantry, belonging to the garrison of Fort Shaw, was, October 1, 1876, en route to Fort Shaw, having been absent on the
Yellowstone expedition since March 17, 1876. The command reached Camp Baker, October 2, 24 miles; arri>ed at Fort Shaw, October 6, 82 miles; having marched 106 miles.
Company G, Seventh Infantry, was stationed at Fort Shaw ; but 12 enlisted men of
the company were absent with the battalion, Seventh Infantry, on the Yellowstone expedition, and returned with it to Fort Shaw October 6.
Company G, Seventh Infantry, left Fort Shaw March 2, 1877, pursuant to telegram from
headquarters, Department of Dakota, dated February 24, 1877, under command of First
Lieut. Geo. H. Wright, accompanied by Second Lieut. Samuel R. Douglass, with 36 enlisted men to take station at l!.,ort Ellis during the absence of battallion, Second Cavalry,
from that po t on Yellowstone expedition arrived at Fort Ellis, March 13; distance
marched, 1 5 miles. Assistant urgeon Paul R. Brown, U. S. A., went with the company
to Fort Ellis for the purpose of going with battalion Second Cavalry to Tongue River,
Montana.
ompanies A and J, eventh Infantry, numbet;ng 6 officers and 67 enlisted men, left Fort
haw, font., June 9, 1 77, under command of Capt. C. C. Rawn, eventh Infantry, pur·
suant t tel gram from Headquarter Department of Dakota, dated May 1 , 1 77, for Miss ula, font., where they arrived June 25; distance marched, 217 miles. The intention was
to h~v the companie construct a one-company post near that place, Company I to be its
gam on, and Company A to return to Fort haw when no longer needed at Missoula.
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Company B, Seventh Infantry, numbering 2 officers and 28 enlisted men, under command of Capt. T. S. Kirtland, Seventh Infantry. left Fort Shaw June 28, 11:377, pursuant to
paragraph 3, Special Orders No. 67, Headquarters Department of Dakota, dated May 30,
1877, for Dauphin Rapids, Mont. The company marehed to Fort Benton, 60 miles, arriving there June 20. Left there June 24 on steamer Red Cloud, arriving at Dauphin Rapids
same day; distance by water, 150 miles. This company is actipg as escort and guard for
a party of engineers engaged in improving the navigation of the Missouri River. Eight
enlisted men belonging to this company were sent August 18 to Cow Island, distance 35
miles below Dauphin Rapids, for the purpose of guarding government freight unloaded from
steamboats at that point. On the 23d day of September the hos ·ile Nez Perces came from
the direction of Judith Basin, arrived opposite their camp, and crossed to the north side of
the Missouri River. They attacked this party (which had been increased to 12 enlisted
men, under command of Sergeant Wm. Molchert, all of Company B, Seventh Infantry,
joined by four citizens) about 6 p m., charged seven different times upon their rifle-pits,
but were repulsed with some loss. They wounded two of the citizens (Walter and Weimar). The Indians burned about 50 tons of freight during the night of the 23d, and at
about 10 a. m. on the 24th left the vicinity in the direction of the pass between the Bear's
Paw and Little Rocky Mountains.
Companies A and I, Seventh Infantry, numbering 5 officers and :~2 enlisted men, under
command of Capt. C. C. Rawn, Seventh Infantry, left Missoula July 25, marched 14 miles,
to Lo Lo Pass, and there intrenched for the purpose of preventing the hostile Nez Perces
Indians from entPring Bitter Root Valley, Mont. The company staid there until July 28,
when it returned to the post near Missoula, the Indians having passed around their fi : t.nk
into the valley.
Company G, Seventh Infantry, left Fort Ellis, Mont., July 25, 1877, with 2 officers and
32 enlisted men, under command of Capt. Geo. L. Browning, Seventh Infantry, en route tu
Missoula, where it arrived July 30; distance, 240 miles.
Company K, Seventh Infantry, numbering 3 officers and 22 enlisted men, with 12 enlisted
men att,ached (3 of Company B, l of Company G, 6 of Company H, and 2 of Company I),
left Fort Shaw .July 2d, with battalion Seventh Infantry, under command of Col. John
Gibbon, Seventh Infantry, en route to Missoula to take part against hostile Nez Perces Indians. The command marched with pack-mules, via Cadotte's Pass, reaching Missoula
August 3; distance marched, 149 miles.
Companies A, G, and K, Seventh Infantry (belonging to garrison of Fort Shaw), together with Companies D, F, and I, Seventh Infantry, numbering 15 officers .and 146 enlisted men, (including 8 enlisted men Second Cavalry), and a mountain howitzer, all under
command of Col. John Gibbon, Seventh Infantry, started from Missoula August 4. On the
5th the command was joined by 34 citizens, volunteers, and on the 7th by Captain Williams
and Lieutenant Van Orsdale, Seventh Infantry. August 9 the command arrived opposite
~he village of hostile Nez Perces Indians, numbering 8!J lodges, under Chiefs Joseph, Lookmg-Glass, and White Bird.
The command, now numbering 17 officers, 132 -enlisted men, and 34 tcitizen volunteers
(?alance left with wagon-train and howi~zer), attacked the village at daylight; killed 89 Indians.
Casualties.-Capt. Wm. Logan and First Lieut'James H. Bradlt:~y, Seventh Infantry, and
20 enlisted men, killed; Col. John Gibbon, Capt. Constant Williams,. First Limits. Chas.
A. Coolidge and Wm. L. English, and Second _Lieut. Chas. A. Woodruff, Seventh Infantry,
and 28 enlisted men, wounded; one enlisted man Second Cavalry, killed; one enlisted man
Second Cavalry, wounded; six citizen volunteers (including post-guide at Fort Shaw),
kill ed, and four volunteers wounded; total, 29 killed and 38 wounded. Lieutenant English died of his wounds August 20; Sergeant Watson, Company 1<', Seventh Infantry, died
of his wounds August 29.
On the 13th of August, Company G, Seventh Infantry, which had been increased to 3
officers and 59 enlisted men, proceeded with General Howard's command in pursuit o{ the
Indians, reached Red Rock Station, Corinne Road, on the 16th; distttnce, 73 miles. Here
the company was relieved and ordered back; reached Deer Lodge 19th-123 miles; left
21st, and reached Missoula August 23-91 miles.
·
Companies A and K, with Companies D, F, and I, Seventh Infantry, lPft battle-field at
Big Hole August 13, reached Deer Lodge 16th; distance, 94 miles. Here mo3t of the wounded
.enlisted men were left at the Sisters' Hospital. Company K, with Company F, started on
the 18th for Fort Shaw via Helena, Mont.; Companies A, D, and I leaving the same dA.te
for Missoula, arriving there August 21. Reached Fort ~haw on the 24th; distance, 121
miles.
Company B, Seventh Infantry, under eommand of Capt. T. S. Kirtland, left Dauphin
Rapids and went down the river in boats to Cow Island, 35 miles, September 28, 1877' to
assist in guarding the government stores landed at this point by steamboats.
'
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN GIBBON,
Colonel Seventh Infantry, Commanding Post.
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.
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HEADQUARTERs, FoRT RANDALL, DAK.,

October 1, 1677.
SIR: In reply to the circular letter from department headquarters, dated September 12,
1877, I have the honor to make the following report:
DUTY PERFORMED BY THE TROOPS.

From May 17, 1876. to October 30, 1876, Company I, :First Infantry (Capt. Fergus
Walker in command), was on detached service in camp on the Niobrara River, protecting
settlers ; distance marched, flO miles.
On August 5, Companies G and K left post for duty at Standing Rock, Dak. Fn;>m
January 17 to January 20, 1877, Captain Walker with 15 enlisted men, on detached service
(mounted) intercepting and capturing herd of ponies supposed to be run off from upper
agencie.s; distance marched, 70 miles. From January Hi to January 19, 1877, Lieut. D. F.
Callinan, with 22 men of detachment of recruits, on detached service intercepting and capturing herd of ponies supposed to be run off from upper agencies; distance marched, 44 miles.
From April6 to April21, 1877, Lieut. Louis Wilhelmi, with a detachment of 25 men from
Companies C, E, and. band First Infantry, on detached service at Ponca agency, Dak., to
assist in removing Ponca Indians to their new agency in the Indian Territory; distance
marched, 80 miles.
From April6 to .June 5, 1877, Captain Walker, with 30 men of Company I (mounted), on
detached service at Ponca agency, Dak., and at Columbus, Neb., escorting the Ponca Indians to their new agency in the Indian Territory; di stance marched, 275 miles.
From July 27 to August 19, 1877, Companies C (Lieutenant Scott and 27 men), and E
(Captain Offiey, First Lieutenant Callinan, Second Lieutenant Wilhelmi, and 30 enlisted), on
detached service at Chi~ago, Ill., protecting property from rioters; distance traveled, 1,374
miles.
From July 18 to July 22, 1877, Captain Walker and 7 men, Company I (mounted), on
detached service !}.fter horse-thieves ; distance marched, 120 miles.
From September 12 to September 16, 1877, Lieutenant Callinan, with 6 men (mounted),
on detached service at Cedar Island, removing wood-choppers; distance marched, 70 miles.
During the year I have had a detachment under command of Sergeant Richard Powers,
Company E, First Infantry, at Ponca agency, Dak. Frequently during the year the number of enlisted men in the companies bas been so small that the band bas bad to perform
guard duty.
QUARTERMASTER'S DEPARTMENT.

During this year a shed bas been built on one side of the stable, 112 feet long and J5 feet
wide, and the stable itself bas been thoroughly repaired. A new saw-mill, 60i feet long,
25t feet in width, pitch of roof 6 feet, has been built in a safer and more convenient place,
and the machinelfY from the old mill has been repaired and put in the new building, and is
now in running order. A picket-fence, 900 feet long, has been buift around the post cemetery, 87 new headboards (lettered, &c.) placed over graY es, and the grounds generally improved by plantmg trees, making walks, &c.
POST-SCHOOL.

The post-school is in very successful operation under the direction of the post-chap1a.iu
with one assistant ; 42 scholars in regular attendance. The Sunday-school is also of the
same strene;th.
POST-GARDEN.

There were 30 acres under cultivation this year. There will be a probable yield of 2,500
bushels of potatoes. The command bas been supplied with fresh vegetables during the summer.
INDIAN ,

In May la st the Ponca Indians, 736 strong, were successfu1ly removed from their old
borne n ar the mouth of the Niobrara River (about 32 miles below this post) to their new
reservation in the Indian T erritory.
In May Ia t a commi sion was appointed to examine the country on the Missouri River
for .tbe purpo e of fin ding sui table positions for the Red Cloud and potted Tail agencies .
Tb1 . c.oml'l'li sion r commend ed a point on the Missouri River near the mouth of Yellow
1ed! ·1~e r~ k a a :mitable point for th e Red Cloud agency, and also a point on the Mi:
soun l 1v r, near the mouth f Wh et tone Creek, as a suitable point for the potted Ta1l
A_f!.. n. ·y. 'I ho e points w re elect d as b ing remote from whisky-sellers, and also in the
VI 1t11ty of ufficient bodie of tim ber a nd fuel.
I nuder land that this potted T ail ag ncy has, however, been located at the old Ponca
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agency. This will' place the Spotted Tail Ind~ans at the mercy of the whisky-seller~ of
Dakota and Nebraska, and necessitate the locatiOn of a large body of troops at that pomt,
thereby causing the unnecessary expenditure of a large amount of quartermaster's funds for
the hutting of these troops. It would be much better to locate these Indians on the Whetstone Creek, where they can spread out with great advant'age to themselves in the direction
of Whitt' River and Ponca Creek, without being brought in contact with the white settlers
of Nebraska and Dakota.
·
QUARTERS.

Very comfort&.ble quarters at this post have already been erected for the enlisted men of
five companies, but the officers' quarters (12sets) are inadequate even for the troops already
stationed here, as it leaves, after deducting quarters for a field-officer, post-chaplain, medical
officer, and 2 regimental staff-officers, only 7 sets for company officers. Additional sets
could be very easily built at reasonable rates, say $400 for each set of quarters, and thus
make this a very comfortable five-company post.
ENLISTED MEN.

During the entire year it has been almost impossible to perform the duties required of me,
in const>quenee of the small number of private soldiers at the post.
I respectfully recommend that the privat~s in each company of infantry be increased to 73.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
PINKNEY ' LUGENBEEL,
Lieutenf!-nt-Colonel First Infantry, Commandinf! Post.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

HEADQUARTERS FORT SULLY, DAK.,

October JO, 1877.
Sm: In compliance with circular letter from Department Headquarters. dated September
12, J 877, and indorsement on my letter dated October 2, 1877, I have the honor to report
the operations of troops at Fort Sully, Dak., during the year ending September 30, 1877.
Capt. Leslie Smith, First Infantry, with Companies C, D, and F, First Infantry ( 4 officers
and 131 men), left this post October 28, 1876, in compliance with letter of instructions from
Headquarters Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn., August 31, 1876. The command
marched up the east bank of the Missouri River to the camp of Tall Mandan, to assist in
disarming the Indians, and remained at that point until November 4, 1876, when it returned
to this post. Distance traveled lO miles, going and returning.
Second Lieut. Matthew Markland, First Infantry, and three enlisted men left post November 6, 1876, in charge of prisoners to Fort, Leavenworth, Kansas, per General Orders No. 18,
Headquarters Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn., August 29, 1876; returned November 29, 1876.
Maj. H. M. Lazelle, First Infantry, with Companies Band H, First Infantry (4 officers
and 8!) enlisted men), left post for field-service April 24, 1877, in compliance with Special
Orders No. 46, Headquarters Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn., April 13, 1877. Still
out.
Capt. Leslie Smith, First Infantry, with Companies D and F, First Infanflry (2 officers and
77 enlisted men), left post May 11, 1877, for Fort Randall, Dak., per telegraphic instructions •
from Headquarters Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn., April 30, 1877, to pr ceed to
Ponca Agency, Dak.; order countermanded on arrival at Fort Randall; returned to this po.'lt
May 23, 1877; distance traveled by boat, 526 miles.
First Lieut. W. R. Maize, Twentieth Infantry, with Company I, Twentieth Infantry, and
details from other companies (1 officer and 30 men), left post August 2, 1877, for Fort Randall, Dak., per telegraphic instructions from Headquarters Department of Dakota, Saint
Paul, Minn., July 26, 1877; temporary re-enforcement of post of Fort Randall during- absence of part of the regular garrison. Retumed to tbis post August 25, 1877; distance
traveled by boat, 5~6 miles.
Second Lieut. J. Granville Gates, Twentieth Infantry, with 5 enlisted men and 1 Indian
scout, left post September 3, 1877, in compliance with Special Orders No. 107, Headquarters
l•'ort Sully, Dak., September 2, 1 77, to repair telegraph line as far as Fort Thompson, Dak.
Returned to this post Septem her 13, 1877.
'
Second Lieut. J. Granville Gates, Twentieth Infantry, 20enlisted men and 1 Indian scout
left post September 22, 1877, in compliance with telegraphic instructions from HeadQuarters
Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Mion., September 21, 1877, and Special Orders No. 114,
Headquarters Fort Sully, Dak., eptember 2~. 1 77, escort to assist Sheriff Raymond to
conduct Indian prisoners to Rapid City, Hlack Hills, Dak. Still out.
Small details were sent out at various times during the yeat on escort and other duties.
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· Twenty-se"'en men were out ouring the year at various times repairing the telegraph
line. · The following changes have been made in the companies composing the garrison
during the year: On the 7th November, 1876, Company C, First Infantry, left post for Fort
Randall, Dak., per Special Field Orders No. 61, Headquarters Department of Dakota, dated
Cheyenne Agency, Dak., November 4, 1876. On the 15th November, 1876, Company H,
~First Infantry, arrived at the post from Fort Rice, Dak., per Special Field Orders No. 61,
Headqnarters Department of Dakota, dated Cheyenne Agency, November 4, 187?. On the
5th May, 1877, Company D, Eleventh Infantry, and E, Twentieth Infantry, arnved at the
post for temporary duty in the absence of Companies D and F, First Infantry (the regular
garrisoD). On the 3d July, 1877, Company D, Eleventh Infantry, returned to its station at
Cheyenne agency, Dak., and on the same date Companies E and I. Twentieth Infantry,
joined the post, per paragraph 1. Special Orders No. 84, Headquarters Department of Dakota,
Saint Paul, Minn., June 25, 1877.
.
Capt. Leslie Smith and First Lieut. Thomas Sharp. First Infantry, and Second Lieut. J.
Granville Gates and Second Lieut. F. Dent Sharp, Twentieth Infantry, were on detached
service at Lower Brule, on court-martial duty, from July 24 to August 7, 1877.
The duties of the post-q11artermaster have been onerous and in all cases promptly p_erformed. During the summer he has shipped stores both up and down the river on 28 bills
of lading, and in quantities of quartermaster's property and commissary stores, amounting
to 3fi6 boxes, 107 sacks, 85 barrels, 68 hides, 15 bundles, 11 bales, 12 mules, 12 sets of
harness, 8 wagons, 1 horse, and 1 shingle machine.
The duties of this post since the reduction of the strength of the garrison have been very
laborious indeed. The command has been almost constantly employed, very often doing
guard duty with only two nights in bed.
Every shipment of stores by the quartermast~r, no matter how great or small, required a
special guard at the landing about three miles below the post, sometimes for a period of
three, four, and five days, awaiting the arrival of the boats.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LESLIE SMITH,
Captain First Infa·n try, Commanding Post.
AssrsTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Headquarters .Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

MILITARY STATION, LOWER BRULE AGENCY, DAK.,

September 20, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report, in accordance with circul~r letter
dated Headquarters Department of Dakota, September 12, 1877 . .
THE POST.

The post has not undergone any material alteration during the year. The river has not
encroached upon the site as much as was anticipated. The buildings (log), with the exception of those erected within the last two years, are much dilapidated from age.
During the year two sets of frame quarters for lfficers, one frame store-home, 50 feet by
20 feet, and one flat-boat were constructed. Two other sets of officers' quarters had log
additions made to them, and were temporarily subdivided to accommodate a temporary in.• crease of the garrison last winter. The store-houses at present in use were occupied by the
additional troops ordered here, the stores having been placed in an unoccupied warehouse
left here by the Indian Bureau when the agency was moved. Th~ store-houses were made
tenable, and had kitchens, wash-houses, &c., added to them; the whole was accomplished
from the material provided by the $2,000 appropriated last fall.
THE COMMAND,

The command at present consists of 3 officers, one acting assistant surgeon, and 39 enlisted men.
In September last the garrison was re-enforced by Companies E and I, Twentieth Infan·
try, and they remained until the 20th of April, when they embarked for Cheyenne agency.
o scout , marches, or other operations were conducted in the field during the year. The
strength of the command is now so diminished .that the necessary duty and iabor imposed
upon the troops are at times severely felt.
THE INDIAN

The Indians in ~his neighborhood are the Lower Bru!Cs, numbering about 1,000, and the
Lower Yanktonna1s, numbering, as fur as can be a!lcerta.ined, about 00. The former are

GENERAL OF TilE ARMY.

567

encamped near the mouth of the White Earth River, on the west ide of the Missouri, and
the latter between Crow Creek and the Great Bend, on the left bank. Both tribes appeat
tJ be quiet and friendly, but are still well armed and mounted. No hostile parties have
been heard of in this vicinity for a year.
At present the new Red Cloud agency is in process of construction near the Great Bend,
and about 25 miles above here, by land.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. D. DE RUSSY,
Captain First Fnfantry, Commanding tlze StatiQn.
ASSIS'I'ANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Headquarters Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

FORT SNELLING, MINN.: FORT ABERCROMBIE, DAK.; FORT PEMBINA,
DAK. ; FORT SEWARD, DAK.; FORT SISSETON, DAK.; AND FORT TOTTEN,
DAK.
HEADQl:ARTERS FORT SNELLING, MINN.,

September 28, 1877.
SIR: In reply to circular from headquarters Department of Dakota of the J2th instant,
I have to report that the operations of the troops at Fort Snelling during the past twelve
months embrace the transfer of Company C, Twentieth Infantry, to Fort Rice, Dak., and
the arrival of Companies B and G, same regiment, from Fort Ripley, Minn., to this post.
- At this date Company B, Twentieth Infantry, is on detached service, preserving order at
the Indian reservation, White Earth, Minn.
.
The diminished strength of the companies since August, 1876, and May 9, 1877 (see
General Orders 47, current series, headquarters of the Army), and the demand upon the
.troops for labor, fatigue, and routine duty, has, at this post, practically prevented all
Instruction in drill, target practice, and other essential duties of a soldier.
I am, sir, yours, very respectfully,
GEO. SYKES,
Colonel Twentieth Infantry, Commanding Post.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL,

u.s. A.,

Headquarters Dfpartmcnt of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

HEADQUARTERS FORT ABERCROMBIE. DAK.,

September 19, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with your letter of September 12, 1877, I have the honor to report
the following operations of this command, viz : ·
Sine~ the last annual report, September 10, 1876, the following movements of troops have
taken place.
. First Lieut. R. M. Taylor, Twentieth Infantry, with a detachment of 3 non-commisSIOned staff and 12 privates arrived at this post from Fort Seward, Dale, September 13,
1876, relieving Company E, Twentieth Infantry, which company proceeded, September 15,
1876, to Lower Brule Agency, Dak.
Company 1!', Seventh Cavalry, arrived at this post from Cheyenne agency, Dak., November 14, 1876, relieving First Lieut. R. M. Taylor, and detachment Twentieth Infantry,
which detachment proceeded, November 19, 1876, to Fort Seward, Dak.
Company A, Seventeenth Infantry, arrived at this post from Fort A. Lincoln, Dak., to
take station, November 22, 1876.
Company F, Seventh Cavalry, left the post en route to Fort A. Lincoln, Dak., for field
service, Aprill2. 1877. I am unable to report any of the operations of this company since
it left.
Company A, Seventeenth Infantry, accompanied General Torry's expedition, which left
Fort A. Lincoln, Dak., October 16, 1876.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M. BURNS,
First Lieut. Seventeentl' lnfantrp, Commandin,!{ Post.
A!:!SJSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

HEADQUARTERS FORT PEMBINA, DAK.,

September 26, Uli7·.
SIR: In accordance with the requirements of circular letter, dated September 12, 1877, I
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have the honor to report that the companies composing this command have been performing
regular garrison duty, and have made no change of station during the past year.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. S. McNAUGHT,
Captain Twenteth Infantry, Commanding Post.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

HEADQUARTERS FORT SEWARD, DAK.,

September 29, 1877.
SIR: Referring to circular letter from Department headquarters, dated September 12,1877,
I have the honor to inform you that the duties of the few troops stationed at this post have
been confined to ordinary garrison routine and an occasional escort party to Fort Totten.
The post is to be vacated. The garrison will march out on the 1st of October proximo.
I have designated the hour of noon, September 30, as the time for the official vacating of the
po~st. I have been particular in designating the 'day and hour, for the reason that the q uestion may come up, as it has come up, regarding the precise hour the troops left a reservation.
I make this explanation, as it may be thought a little odd that I should be particular in what
might be thought so small a matter.
There will be nothing left at Fort Seward except the public buildings. Everything SE'rviceable bas been taken up and shipped. There will be hardly anything for condemnation2 Army wagon beds, 1 paulin, 13 elbows, 11 spreader-sticks, is all. This is a good showing; no picking for any one.
Finally there has nothing occurred here during the year worthy of mention, other than
whatrefers to the vacating of the post . .
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. PATTERSON,
Capta.in Twentieth lnfa·ntry, Commanding.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Headquarters Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

HEADQUARTERS FoR'r SISSE'rON, DAK.,

September 27, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with your letter of the 12th instant, I have the honor to submit herewith the following report of operations of the command of this post for the past year:
Company C, Seventeenth Infantry, left this post on 21st day of March, JR76, en route to
Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dak., arriving at Fort Abercombie, Dak., March 28, having marched
the distance of 80 miles through deep snows in an average temperature of about J2° above
zero. After performing garrison duty at Fort Abercrombie, Dak., until April 19·, the company on the 20th took its departure for Fort Lincoln, marching the distance of 30 miles to
Fargo, D ale, in one day, from thence proceeded April21, by rail, to Bismarck, Dak., where
it arrived at 8 o'clock p. m., and next day crossed the Missouri to Fort Liucolu. Having
been joined to the forces of the expedition against the hostile Sioux, then preparing at Fort
Lincoln, Dak., it left that post May 17, and arrived at mouth of Powder River, Mont., June
11. having marched the distance of 307! miles.
From this date the company performed camp duty at the supply depot at mouth of Powder River until July J9, when it crossed the Yellowstone and marched up the left bank of
this river to Little Porcupine Creek, and from thence back to opposite Rosebud Creek, arrivinj! at this place July 28; total distance marched, 121 miles.
On August 1 the company embarked on the steamer Far West for the mouth of Powder
River, to save a lot of grain left at that place, and on its way back to Rosebud was, on
August 3, transferred from steamer Far West to steamer Carroll, then on her way to :E'ort
Buford, Dak., for escort duty. Arrived at Buford, Dak., on August 4, the company performed garri on duty from Augu t 5 to August 17, at which date it re-embarked on steamer
Carroll bound for Wolf Rapids (Yellowstone); left steamer Carroll ancl encamped on Yellowstone at the foot of herida.n's Butte August 24. Here the company remain d, performing
alternately camp and e cort duty until eptember 6, when upon the stores having been transferred to Po t No. 1 on Tongue River, Mont, the camp was broken up, and the company
ma;ched to Gle~dive Cre l{, Mont., forming part of escort to government wagon-train ;
arn; d at lencltve Creek, eptember 9; distance, -l mile .
Fro.m • pt rob r .1 0 the ompany performed escort duty with wagon trains, freighting
l'ltp~lt s fr 'm '1 ~dtve Cr ck, Mont., to Post No. 1 on Tongue River, Mont., until Novem·
u<:r 30, 1877, akmg the round trip four times; marching a distance of 1,020 miles; engag-
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1ng in skhrriishes with hostile Indians on Spring Creek, Mont., October 11, and on Clea
Creek. Mont., October 15, 1876.
On Dece·m ber 1 the company started from Glendive Creek, Mont., en route to Fort Sisseton, Dak, and arrived at Fort Buford, Dak., December 5; left Buford December 7, and
arrive(). at Bismarck, Dak., December 18; proceeded from thence December 21 by Northern
Pacific Railroad to Fargo, Dak. ; left Fargo December 22 and arrived at Fort Sisseton,
Dak., December 27; the distance between Glendive and Buford, 75 miles; Buford and Bismarck, 2!18 miles; and between Fargo and Sisseton, 115. Was marched through a snow
several feet deep, and at an average temperature of about 14° below zero. Since then the
company has performed garri'SOn duty at Fort Sisseton, Dak.
.
•
Company B, Seventeenth Infantry, w hicb formed a part of the garrison at this post, left
May 26, 1877, for Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dak.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R.E. A. CROFTO~
.
.ftlajor Seventeenth Infantry, Commandi11g Post.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT·G ENERAL,

Dep(trtment '1 Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

HEADQUARTERS l''oRT ToTTEN, DAK.,

September 30, 1877.
. SIR: In accordance with circular letter from department headquarters of September 12,
1~77, I have the honor to report that during the past year the garrison of this post has conSisted of one company of infantry anJ one of cavalry. On the 13th of August, in pursuance
of telegraphic instructions t,rom department beatlquarters (and Special Order No. 111 ), company U, Seventh Cavalry, left the post on detached service for the purpose of protecting the
stage route between Bismarck and Deadwood, Dak., and is at this date still absent on that
service. The further reduction of the garrison by the muster out of men consequent upon
General Order No. 47, Adjutant-General's Office, current series, left the post with a weak
company of infantry, numbering 29 men, to take charge of an unusually large post, and to
look)tfter an Indian reservation of over a thousand souls. While there bas been no difficulty
with the latter, the disposition of the Indians, especially of the discontented ones, is largely
affected by the size of the garrison, and a weak force is apt to tempt petty depredations.
There are no scouts 'or escort duties to be reported.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. A. HARBACH,
Captain Twentieth Infantry, Commanding Post.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn.

MERRILL'S AND BENTEEN'S BATTALIONS, SEVENTH CAVALRY, IN BATTLE
OF CANON CREEK, MONT., SEPTEMBER 1:3, 1877.
CAMP OF SEVENTH CAVALRY,

Near Mussels/tell River, Mont., September 18, 1877.
SIR: In compliance with the instructions of the <'olonel commanding, I have the honor to
submi t the following report of the part taken by the battalion under my command in the
engagement with the Nez Perc6s, at Caiion Creek, on the 13th:
The battalion was made up of three troops Seventh Cavalry. Troop I. Captain Nowlan,
Second Lieut. E. P. Brewer, and 51 enlisted men; troop 1!,, Captain J. M. Bell, ~econd Lieut .
H. J. Slocum, and 61 enlisted men; troop L, First Lieut. John Wilkinson and 47 enliswd
men. Of these, at the time, nine men were temporarily detached.
The battalion being- in advance of the column when the presence of the Indian~ was detected, Lieutenant Wilkinson, commanding the advance guard, was directed to deploy his
troop in line and follow the guides; the other two troops were disposeJ in columns of fours
behind his flanks. In this order the battalion moved some five or six miles, changing direction toward the bluffs on the left, toward which the Indians were said to be moving.
Approaching the bluff, Lieutenant Wilkinson's troop was deployed as skirmishers, and
after moving about a mile was halted to allow the rest of the command to close up, the
rapidi ty of the movement and the exhausted condition of the horses having unduly strung
it out. At this point I first got sight of the Indians, and, as well as I could make out their
movem ents, they seemed to be hurrying their squaws and herd toward a caiion, about five
miles away, which I could not see, but of tl1e existence of which I was very imperfectly
informed by a civilian who rode up tame on the skirmish line, but disappeared again before
I could fully get the benefit of his local knowledge.
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Deeming it very important to secure the bluff on the nearest (the west) flank ~f th~ canon,
Wilkinson was moved at once by the left flank at a trot, Bell and Nowlan followmg, m order
to hurry his line to the bluff, which for the time I mistook for the flank of the canon, towanl
which the Indians were moving. Rising the bluff, the battalion was met by a lively fire from
the Indian skirmish line, which had possession of the platean, and, were in large part covered by lying behind the farther edge of the bluff. The battalion was at once dismounted
and deployed on foot, and pushed rapidly across the plateau under a sharp fire from the Indians at the farther side. ·The men were almost entirely recruits, but dismounted and formed
under fire, and moved rapidly to the front, driving the Indians with perfect stea~iness and
unexpected coolness. and absence of confusion. The farther edge of the plateau bemg taken,
it was then·diseovered that this was not the flank of the canon, which could now be seen,
' with a broad valley some three miles wide intervening, amply intersected by ravines and
gulches, in which the Indians were taking shelter to dispute further progress toward the
canon mouth.
As soon as the ground was fairly seen the . skirmish line was pushed down into and ac:oss
the valley, steadily driving the Indians from ravine to ravine, and pushing them as rap1dly
as the wearied state of the men permitted.
.
At this time a personal communication with the colonel commanding informed me that
he had determined to push Benteen's battalion (which had come up mounted on my left)
rapidly across my front, with th~ intention to cut off that part of the herd which h_ad not
yet got shelter of the canon. This was some three miles to our right front. I was directed
to aid this movement by pushing the Indians in my front and moving up to Ben teen's support as soon as he had passed my front. As soon as Benteen was seen to be in motion, my
led horses were ordered to move up, intending to mount, and by a rapid movement secure
the mouth of the canon at Benteen's left, and support his advance on the other side. By
some unfortunate blunder the order to the led horses, thoug-h several times repeated. was
misapprehended, and when at last obeyed was done with difficulty because of the fagged
horses and deep ravines, and I was compelled to move on, on foot, which was done as rapidly as the men (already exhausted by rapid fighting on foot over three miles of groun~l)
could move forward. During this a movement of the Crows, who at that distance were miStaken for hostiles, toward our right rear threatened our led horses, compelled for a short
time the checking of the skirmish line, until it was found that they were not Nez Perces attacking our heru.
In spite of these delays the line was pushed forward into the mouth of the canon in ~time
to prevent any movement on Benteen's rear. Here the line was checked by a strong force
of hostiles, who had posted themselves in the cross ravines and behind the rocks at the mouth
of the ca~on to such advantage that it was found impossible to dislodge them by a front
attack Without great loss. Nowlan's troop was now withdrawn from the line and posted as
reserve on the right flank. The remainder Qf the line extended to cover the vacant ground,
while ten men under Sergeant Costello of Nowlan's troop were mounted and moved ·r apidly
to the extreme left with orders to dismount and scale the bluff at the point of the canon
from which they could enfilade the Indian line. Orders were given the whole line to advance at the charge as soon as the first shots from Sergeant Costello's party showed that he
bad gained the bluff. While this movement was in course, I went to confer with the colonel commanding near Benteen's position, and found that he had determined to withdraw
Benteen and send him to secure a lodgment on the west flanking bluff of the canon, beyond the position Serge!l.nt Costello was endeavoring to secure. As that movement ?ommenced I returned to my skirmish line and found Sergeant Costello's party had just gamed
the bl nff; a moment after, with his first shots, the whole line charged and drove the Indians
i n rapid flight up the canon. The hostiles on the east bank of the creek finding us in their
.re~r also fled, and their line did not again rally and halt until it reached the head of the
canon.
The whole line was now withdrawn, mounted, and moved to the east bank of the creek,
where H 'rroop (Lieutenant Fuller commanding), of Benteen's battalion, joined me. Fuller's troop, supported by Wilkinson, was sent to scale the bluff on the east face of the
c~ilon, to s.ec~re a lodgment on top, while Nowlan was sent farther down the canon t~ aid
him by a s1m1lar attempt, and Bell was sent up the canon to hold the ground already gamed,
and keep the Indians from concentrating on Fuller and Nowlan. The Indians, perceiving
the movement, sent a considerable body to dispute the effort, which failed because the upper
sc~rp of the side of the canon proved to be a perpendicular face of rock about 20 feet in
height, and extending along the side of the canon for several miles. It was found impossible, too, to cover the advance with Wilkinson's fire, and Fuller was withdrawn under a
sharp fire from the Indians, deliv~red from behind the shelter of the rocks overhanging the
sides ~f the b~uff. It was too near nightfall to make the attempt elsewhere, and Fuller,_ in
compli~nce w1~h orders from the colonel commanding, was sent to protect the field hosp1tal
and tram , while Nowlan and Wilkinson were pushed forward to the head of the valley to
support Bell, who had mean time been sharply engaged by the Indians holding the narrow
gor~~ at the upper end of the canon. It was nearly nightfall, and it was found now that
not wg more could be effected, and in compliance with onlers from the commanding officer
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the battalion was slowly withdrawn, and joined the command in camp at the field hospital
just at nightfall.
_
I cannot too highly commend the conduct of both officers and men, the latter especially,
m(lstly recruits, for the first 'time engaged, and under a fire which was frequently severe, and
always delive ted by the Indians from well-sheltered positions, where it required both exposure and good shooting to return with any effect. They fought on foot over some eight .
miles of difficult anli intersected ground, on the heels of a forced march of 80 miles, almost
without rest and on half rations, and this preceded by two days of severe exertion, during
which 70 miles, chiefly of mountain climbing, ha<l been covered, and men and horses were
pushed to the very verge of physical endurance, yet there was not seen a falter or ruoment's
need of urging forward. Captain Nowlan, Captain Bell, and Lieutenant Wilkinson, commanding companies, handled their men with skiil and courage, constantly exposing themselves in encouraging and giving examples to their men. Lieutenant Fuller's attempt to
reach the bluff, though unsuccessful, was energetically made, part of the time 'under severe
fire! and failed only because it was impossible. He and llis troop deserve as much praise
as If they had succeeded. Lieutenants Slocum, Brewer, and Russell, each under fire for
the first time, behaved admirably, and discharged their duties with soldierly coolness and
courage.
Among the enlisted men I especially commend Sergeant Costello, of Troop I, who executed, with great skill and courage, my order to scale the bluff of the canon, and whose
success saved ns great loss in the advance up the canon. Trumpeter Buri, of Troop I, who
~as my orderly trumpeter during the day, was constantly under fire, and behaved exceedmglywell.
,
I commend to attention the following enlisted men, who are named by their troop commanders as especially deserving of consideration for good conduct:
~roop /.-First Sergeant Murphy, Sergeant Uostello, Corporal Culbertson, Privates George
Smith, H. Williams, Korn, Mayer, Miles, Thresh, and Crowley.
Troop L.-First Sergeant Mullen, Sergeant McHugh, Corporals Watson, Darwin, Privates
Murray, Schleman, Rose, Weigel, and Fowler.
·
·
Troop F.-Captain Bell remarks: "The whole company, with two or three exceptions,
behaved so well that it is impossible to make any distinction without doing injustice," but
especially commended the conduct of Private Butler, whose horse gave out while the command was moving at a rapid gait to overtake the Indians, and who then followed rapidly
onJo~t until be captured a pony, which he mounted bareback and galloped forwl\rd to the
skirmish line, where he behavad gallantly during the fight.
I append a list of killed and wounded.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS MERRILL,
Major Seventh Cavalry, Commanding Battalion.
Lieut. E. A. GARLINGTON,
Adjutant Reven(h Ca'Dalry.
A true copy.
L. R. HARE,
First Lieutenant Seven tit Cavalry.
List of killed and wounded in battalion of Seventlt Cavalry, commanded by Maior MeTrill, during engagement at Canon Creek, Mont., w~tlt Nez Perces, September 13, 1877.
!roop L, Lieutenant Wilkinson commanding.- Killed: Private Nathan I. Brown, BlackSmith Edson F. Archer. Wounded: Privates Levi Weigel and Albert B. I:<,owler.
Troop !.-Wounded: Private E. B. Crowley and Farrier Rivers (slightly).
Troop F.-Wounded: Sergeant Edward Daveren, Private George A. Campfield.
Total killed, 2 ; total wounded, 6.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS MERRILL,
Major Seventh Ca'llalry, Commanding Battalion.

BENTEEN'S BATTALION, SEVENTH UNITED STATES CAVALRY,
Beaver Dam Crtek, Mont., Sept. 18, 1877.
SrR: In obedience to orders I have the honor to report· as to the casualties in my battalion
at the action at Canon Creek, Mont., September 13, 1877.
Farrier Lawlor, G Company, wounded in bead; Private Young, G Company, wounded
in both legs.
Horses lost in action and abandoned in pursuit, in G Company, 11.
H Company, Seventh Cavalry, lost 2 horses killed in action, and abandoned 10 in the
pursuit; total, 12.
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M Company, Seventh Cavalry.-Killed in action at Canon Creek, September 13, 1877,
Private Frar:k J. Josselin; wounded, Capt. T. H. French (slightly), Private Jacob P.
Watson (severely), Private Lewis M. Adkins (slightly). Total killed, 1; wounded, 3.
Horses killed and abandoned, 18.
Synopsis.-Total killed, 1 private; wonnded, 5, including Captain French, who was
slightly wounded in the hand ; horses lost in action and abandoned in the pursuit, 41.
I take pleasure in recommending to the commanding officer of the regiment every officer
of my battalion for the zeal exhibited by them and for the alacrity with which every order
was obeyed. I can make no distinction ; all did as well as it was possible to do. However,
I beg to. have recommendeJ to the proper authorities Mr. Du Bray (who is already an
applicant for a commission in the United States Army), and who acted in the capacity of
adjutant for me, and who W!lS foremost in the two charges made by the battalion, that the
coolness and courage and obedience to orders displayed by him may be rewarded by the
commission be deserves, which be is abundantly qualified to do credit to.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. W. BENTEEN,
Captain Seventh Cavalry, Commanding Battalion.
ADJUTANT SEVENTH U. S. CAVALRY.

A true copy, with appendages.

L. R. HARE,
First Lieutenant Sevcntlt Cavalry.

CAMP SEVENTH CAVALRY, BENTEEN'S BATTALION,
People's C1·eelc, Mont., October 8, 1877.
SIR: As an appendix to my report of the operations of my battalion at the Caii.on Creek
fight, on the 13th September last, I have the honor to specially mention the following-named
officers and men of the battalion for the conspicuous gallantry displayed in the two separate
charges made by them mounted, on a concealed enemy, routing them in both instances from
their well-selected positions, viz:
.
Capt. Thomas H. French, commanding Company M; First Lieut. George D. WallacA,
commanding Company G; Second Lieut. J. G. Gresham, Company M; Second Lieut. W.
J. N!cholson, Company G; First Sergt. Edward Garlick, Compan y G; Acting SergeantMajor Brown, Company G; Sergt. James Aker, Company G; Sergt. George Loyd, Company G; Private Martin Kilfoyle, Company G; Private Edward Dwyer, Company G; Private W. S. Gray, Company G; Private -Joseph Lad en, Company G; Private John McKee,
Company G; Private George W. K elly, Company G; Sergt. William Capes, Company M.
You are aware that Company H of my battalion was rear·guard on the day in question,
therefore was under my command but for a very short tim e. It, however, attempted a most
hazardous feat in crossing the caii.on bottom to scale the bluffs orr right side, with the view of
protecting the ri ght flank of Maj. Lewis Merrill's battalion. The width of the caii.on bottom
at tbe point over which the company had to go was some 1, 800 y ards, and the bluffs lining
it unsca lable for even a goat; therefore the great danger to that flank of Major Merrill's battalion will be readily see n. Although the task was not accomplished, Lieutenants Fuller
and Russell, and the whole company, acq uitted themselves w ith great credit, and the flank of
Merrill's battalion suffered no loss.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
1!'. W. BENTEEN,
Captain Seventh Ca'Dalry, Brt'Det Colonel United States Army.
ADJUTANT SEVENTH CAVALRY.

CAPTAIN NORWOOD' S COMPANY L, SECOND CAVALRY, FIGHT WITH HOSTILE NEZ PERCES, AUGUST 20, l!:fl7.
CAMP IN THE FIELD, COMPANY L, SECOND CAVALRY,
Camp on Ur1p er Madison River, 1l1ontana, August 24, 1877.
G ENERAL : 1 have the h onor to report, in obedience t o y our ins tructions received by me
from you on Big H ole R iver, Mont., August-, I made long and rapid marches to report to
General Howard, United State Army, commanding fo rces pursuing Nez P erces. I overtook and r ported to his command i n cam p near Willia ms's ranch, junction of V irginia
and H. lena roads to Corinne. General had left for Pl ea ant Valley to inve tigate app roach
of I nd1~n , h tile, and interruption of tage commnnication a t th at point. I received orders
to c ntmue my ma.rch and report with m~ company to the geueral at Plea an t Vall ey.
C II • t~ g_neral, mformed me. the hostiles bad or were crossi ng t he sta_ge road at Dry
r k ttlllon, and. that h_e de 1r. d me to re t one and a half hours and JOin the column
en route for that pomt, whteh I d1d by 9 p. m. that evening.
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From Dry Creek Station we moved on trail to a camp on Camas Creek, some 18 miles
from station. and while in camp on the following morning ( 4 a. m.), the camp was startled
and hurnedly aroused by a volley or heavy dil!charge of fire-arms and loud yelling and
whooping from hostile Indians. Many of these ran through the camp and succeeded in
stampeding about 150 animals, the greater portion pack-mules. I with two companies of
the Pirst Cavalry received orders to saddle up and pursue.
I will here state First Lieut. H M. Benson, Seventh Infantry, was attached to my com·
pany by Special Orders No. - , dated Headqu&rters Department of the Columbia, in the
field, August-.
•
We pursued the Indians about 8 miles, and as the skirmishers advanced very near, In·
dians opened a severe fire along a line of several hundred yards, which somewhat, I may
add, checked the skirmishers of the First Cavalry. I fortunately dismounted my men under
cover of a small ridge of lava and .deployed them for action, covering my flanks with small
detachments. It was a position of great peril or danger. My flank was exposed by the
hurried withdrawal of Captain Carr's company; he having received orders to withdraw, and
so did I, but declined to obey it. If I had obeyed, my company would have been slaughtered from my first position, an exposed one, if, as it proved, the enemy moved around my
flanks. I saw their efforts, and withdrew my horses and men, dismounted, to the ]eft anq
rear about 1,200 yards. I got my men in position very rapidly and informed them to fortify,
as I proposed to hold it, which I did with the valuable assistance of Henson .
. Benson was wounded through the thigh (painfully but not dangerously) early in the actiOn, but continued to show unexcelled coolness, courage, and judgment during the trying
Lours we were surrounded-four hours.
After the two compaqies of the l!'irst. Cavalry u~der Colonel Sanford withdrew, the to me
appa.r ently whole fighting force of Indians concentrated on my position, and I suppose if
not for General Howard's approarh would have made desperate efforts to annihilate the com
pan:y. General Howard complimented me on my position and defense (after a careful exam·
matwn).
_My losses during the day were as follows: First Lieut. H. M. Benson, wounded, thigh;
FirSt Sergt. H. Wilkins, wounded, head; Corp!. H. Garland, wounded, thigh; Blacksmith
Glass, mortally; Private Trevon, mortally; :Farrier Jones, wounded in leg ; Private Clark,
wounded in chin and shoulder.
You must pardon this scribble.
.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. NORWOOD,
Captain Second Cavalry.
General JOHN GIBBON,
Colonel Seventh United States Infantry,
Commanding District of Montana, Department of Dakota.

HF ADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF MONTANA,
Fort Shaw, Mont., September 16, 1877.
Respectfully forwarded to headquarters Department of Dakota., Saint Paul, Minn., and
attention invited to the gallant conduct of Captain Norwood, mentioned in the dispatch of
General Howard (copy inc1osed).
JOHN GIBBON,
Colonel Seventh Infantry, Commanding District.
[Inclosure.]

CAMP CALLOWAY, CAMAS MEADOW, IDAHO,
Headquarters Department of the Columbia, in thefield, August 20, 1877.
Col. JoHN GIBBON,
Seventh Infantry, Fort Shaw, Mont. :
Hostiles attempted to secure herd at four o'clock this morning; got only pack-mules ; 40
or 50 unimals recaptured. Entire hostile force engaged eight miles from our camp for four
hours. Wounded: Benson, of Seventh Infantry, not seriously; six men of Second; two of
First Cavalry; one of First Cavairy killed. Miller with infantry just joined. Indians seem
to make toward Henry's Lake. Pursue to-morrow. About 30 citizens under Colonel Calloway present. Captain Norwood, Second Cavalry, behaved most gallantly, and did grand
service.
HOWARD,
Brigadier• General Commanding Department.
True copies.
GEO. D. RUGGLES,
Assi1tant Adjutant-General.
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RECONNAISSANCE IN COUNTRY EAST OF POWDER RIVER, BY MAJ. H. M.
LAZELLE, FIRST INFANTRY.
HEADQUAR'l'ERS BATTALION FIRST INFANTRY,

Camp on Yellowstone RiV6r, near Tongue River Cantonment, September 5, J877.
Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the troops intrusted to my command:
On the 16th of June last I left this station with five companies Twenty-second Infantry,
three companies First Infantry, and Napoleon gun, taking steamer to mouth of Powder
River, landing at that point in a few hours. The next morning the wagons of our train, 32
in number, were put together, rations for 40 days distributed, the train loaded, and we
started southward, making 12 miles, being joined en route by Company B, Seventh Cavalry,
and E (Dickey's), Twenty-s~cond Infantry.
Under my orders contemplating an examination of the country east and west of the Little
Missouri and east of Powder River, and the opening of a wagon-road to the Black Hills,
I endeavored to keep as near Powder River as possible, making my objective point that at
which Custer's trail from Fort Lincoln to Black Hills intersects the headwaters of the Little
Missouri. I was continually driven eastward by the rough country, that near Powder
River being impassable for trains. I reached the Little Missouri at the point referred
to on the 27th June, crossed and found Custer's trail one-half mile from the river, I having
made an error in my easting of. four miles too much. But my plotting had been by pocket
compass only. Measured distance, 15lmiles.
.
Between the 19th and 23d my scouts h~d found two small Indian trails leading toward the
Little Missouri, and apparently converging to some point southeast. I detached on the 24th
the c.avalry company to support the scouts for a thorough examination of that region. In
a march of !50 miles they found a camp of 5:3 fires, four or five lodges, with abotit 200 horses;
the trail apparently seven days old, the number of Indians being about 200, moving leisurely
but regularly northward down the Little Missouri. Believing that they would so continue, I
asked the general commanding to send in a force of 300 cavalry at the mouth of Glendive
Creek, with orders to move eastward to the Little Missouri, thence up that stream to intercept
the Indians by the lOth of July, at which time I intended to be in that vicinity. It soon became evident that our column had been discovered. Keeping the scouts aud cavalry well
out, on the 3d July I founu that the Indians had left the river for a mountainous ridge
running parallel to it, and near the bad lands, still traveling north, however.
On the 4th of July I pushed the cavalry and scouts 40 miles to the northward into the
big bend of the Little Missouri; the scouts encountered near here about 15 Indians, and
they think that two or three of them were killed or badly wounded in the fight; but I ascertained that the Indians had crossed to the west bank of the Little Missouri. I crossed it
on the 7th in a direction largely gaining on them ; and availing myself of the presence of
two Cheyenne Indians, I got them to go forward with the hope of spying out the Indian
camp. They were, however, attacked by eight Sioux and driven back , b11t killed one and
got his horse and gun, tl1emselves escaping unharmed. They bad learned enough of the
location of the Sioux eamp to believe that they could guide me there that night. Leaving
the train, I took six companies of infantry, the cavalry company, and scouts, starting at
dark, and reached the Sioux camp at Sent.inel Buttes at an early hour in the morning, after
a march of 22 miles, to find it hastily deserted, apparently only a few hours before. A
careful examination gave convincing proof that the Indians were a remnant of Lame Deer's
band, whose camp had been destroyed by General Miles, on the Rosebud, in April. Property
lost there was found here. The Indians were almost without lodges. They bad little to
subsis on, and they bad a considerable number of women and children with them.
My men were exhausted by the night march and the march and labor of the previous day,
and the work necessary to get through the bad lands of the Little Missouri with the train.
I rested till3 p. m., then started again forward on the trail by which these Indians had
come to their camp, as there was some evidence of a considerable party of Indians besides
those whose camp we found. Within a few miles I found this second camp, also deserted;
there had been in it perhaps a hundred animals, with many women and children. I was
satisfietl that it was part of the same band, and that there was no hope in further pursuit.
I returned to the train.
On the 11th the Twenty-second Infantry, six companies and fourteen wagons, were dismissed and sent to Fort Lincoln, and with my remaining command I started for Beaver
Cre~l<, to gain some information of the expected cavalry; within 20 miles found their trail
1 adwg ea tward, and the same day was met by Lieutenant Casey with a dispatch from
Captain Ball, cottd Cavalry, commanding three companies.
That ni,ght _I sent on _to Captain Ball the Seventh Cavalry company, and the scouts, with
four day _ ra.t10ns for h1s command, as be wrote me that be was u ,, u:;t out of sup plie . I
or~cred h1m to talce up the Indian trail and pursue to his utmost. He followed it about 30
mJ\e beyond entinel Butte, returning, as be said, for want of rations. I met him on
B av r 'r ek at it junction with Whi tier's Trail. On the 15th gave him more rations, and
. tart d for 'edar Cr ek on the Yellowstone, arriving there on the ~1st of July, after a march
m th aggr ·gate of 4 4 miles.
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There were no casua1ties, except the accidental shooting of Corporal John Bulger of the
Seventh Cavalry while killing beef. I sent him to Fort Rice, Dak., with the Twenty-second
Infantry.
.
On the 24th of July I received orders from your headquarters to proceed with a train of
42 wagons under escort of my battalion, four companies First Infantry, toward the Middle
Butte on the Little Missouri, and then regulate my march with the view of supplying by
the shortest routes the mounted force under Major Brisbin, Second Cavalry, which was to
take up again the trail of the Indians followed by me . .
On leaving the Yellowstone my command consisted of the batt.alion First Infantry, four
companies, Company B, Seventh Cavalry, and two companies or the :Fifth Infantry,
mounted. The three mounted companies were detached to join Major Brisbin at Cabin
Creek, as ordered by you.
·
On the 30th July I was joined by Captain Bennett, Fifth Infantry, with a mounted company of the same regiment and 60 Crow Indians. I sP.nt them on without delay to join
Major Brisbin's mounted force, believing they would be there of most service.
Pursuant to II.y instructions I marched to Middle Butte ; remainE>d there until the morning
of the 5th August, when I started for the Cannon Ball River, having, on the night of
August 4, received a first notice from Major Brisbin, who was then at the head of Heart
River, that the trail had turned southward.
Crossing the Little Missouri in the bad lands, I marched down the Cannon Ball River 15
miles, thence southward by Rainy Butte to Whetstone Butte, and the South Fork of the
Cannon B til River. Here my command joined Major Brisbin's. Our course was south
and southeastwardly to Slim Buttes over very rough country.
Major Brisbin, on the 12th August, ordered me to my original crossing on the headwaters
of the Little Missouri, there to construct a stocliade, and to leave all the rations I couldspare with Captain Bennett, of.the Fifth Infantry, and his company as guard, then to proceed with the rest of my command and wagons to Wolf Rapids on the Yellowstone River.
I reached the Little Missouri on the 17th, constructed a strong stockade and cattle corral
on the J8th, and on the 19th started over my old trail for the Yellowstone, arriving there on
the 27th; thence, in compliance with further instructions from your headquarters, we
marched up the Yellowstone on the south side to this place, reach'ing here September l.
The grand aggregate of both marches is 1,014 measured miles.
I have no casualties to report on the second trip, except that, on the 15th August, Assistant Wagonmaster J. R. Woods got lost in. the bad lands of the great break in the divide
between the Little Missouri River and the headwater!! of the Grand and Moreau Rivers. It
was necessa y to cross this country, and be was out with others looking for a pass about one
and a half miles from the command, and has not been heard from since. I had the gun fired
and fires lighted for him, and the whole vicinity carefully and thoroughly scouteq. His
horse was found with saddle and equipments intact, so that it is quite evident that he was
not intercepted by Indians.
_
Accompanying this report is a topographical sketch of the country passed over, and the
route is indicated.
·
From the mouth of Powder River for 55 miles the country is very broken, and with
the exception of 15 miles the road is rough. The water over none of this portion is permanent; but by going across the plateau from the mouth of Powder River to a point 5
miles up O'Fallon's Creek, and following up this creek, the road is much better, and the
water and wood abundant. This route to the crossing of the Little Missouri is only three
miles longer than the first. By taking it the whole distance can be traveled by trains at all
seasons of tt.e year from Powder River tci the head of Little Missouri; thence to the Black
Hills settlement it is not over fifty-five miles-making the whole distance from the mouth of
Powder River to the Black Hills 215 miles, and from Tongue River to the same point 254
miles.
From the mouth of Tongue River to the Little Missouri by any trail directly eastward
it is 143 miles ; and thence to Fort Lincoln it is 169 miles over a magnificent natural road
by way of the Cannon Bal! River. It thus appears that from Tongue River cantonment
to Fort Lincoln it is only 312 miles, a fine route, with abundanc.e of wood and water at all
seasons. The valleys of the Little Missouri, of Big Box Elder, of Bea' er Creek, the Cannon Ball, O'l<'allon's Creek, none of which are streams less than 100 or 150 miles long, are
superb stretches of fine country, well timbered, fine grass, and pure water, and at an early
d ay must attract a great number of settlers.
I a m, sir, very respectfully,
H. M. LAZELLE,
Major, First Infantry.
The A ssi STANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Headqua1·ters Yello wstone Command, Tongue River Cantonment.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE YELLOWSTONE,

Cantonment at TonJ[ue River, September l tl, 1877.
Respectfully for ward ed, inviting attention to inclosed report and drawing of march made ·
with wagon-train. The country adjacent to the Upper Little Missouri is found to be Jess
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broken and far better than that lying near the lower portion of that stream. The distance
from mouth of Powder River to the Black Hills I do not think will exceed 175 or 200
miles, and a new route will be opened up from Montana to the Black Hills by that route.
I think there will soon be a town at mouth of Powder River, and I would respectfully
request that telegraph-wire sufficient to connect these Yellowstone posts with Bismarck or
the Black Hills be furnished.
Colone~

NELSON A. MILES,
Fiftk Infantry, Brevet Major-General United Stat6s .Army, Commanding.

10.-REPORT OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL 0. 0. HOWARD.
. rThis report was not received in time to be printed in its proper numerical order on page
119 of this volume.-PRINTER.]
HEADQUARTERS, DEPAR'l'MENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

·
Portland, Oreg., SepternbeT 1, J877.
SIR: In compliance with instructions from your headquarters, I have

tbe honor to make the following report of operatious in this military department during the past year, excepting operations in tlle field against
hostile Nez Perces, ·which is made tlie subject of separate reports.
GEOGRAPHICAL BOUNDARIES.

The geograpllicallimits of the department remain the same as at tue
date of my last report, and embrace the State of Oregon and the Territories of Alaska and Washington and so mnch of Idaho Territory as
lies west of the 37th meridian of west longitude.
DISTRIBU'l'ION OF 'l'ROOPS SEPTEMBER

1, 1876.

At tlle date of my last report the following was the distribution of
the troops of this command:
Alaska.

Post of Sitka: Company A, Fourth Artillery; Company G, J!,ourth
Artillery ; Company M, Fourth Artillery, Capt. J no. Mendenhall, Fourth
Artillery, commanding.
Fort Wrangel: Company B, Twenty-first Infantry, Capt. S. P. Jocelyn,
Twenty-first Infantry, commanding.
,
Idaho Territory.

Fort Boise: Company K, Twenty-first Infantry, Capt. George M.
Downey, Twenty-first Infantry, commau<ling.
Fort Lapwai: Company F, Fir t Cavalry; Company G, Twenty-first
Infantr~, Capt. David Perry, First Ca¥alry, commanding.
Washington Territo'ry.

F rt Canby: Company D, Fourth Artillery, Capt. Geo. B. Rodney,
nrth Artillery, commanding.
rt lville: Company M, First Cavalry, Capt. Moses Harris, First
Cavalry, c mmanding.
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Fort TownsenM.: Company C, Twenty-first Infantry, Capt. Geo. H.
Burton, Twenty-first Infantry, commanding.
Fort Vancouver: Headquarters Twenty-first Iufantry, Companies D,
E, H, and I, Twenty-first Infantry, Capt. Evan Miles, Twenty-first Infa~t- "
try, commanding.
Vancouver Arsenal: Detachment of ordnance, Capt. Jno. A. Kress,
Ordnance Department, commanding.
Fort Walla Walla: Companies E, H, and L, First Cavalry, Capt. S.
G. Whipple, First Cavalry, commanding.

Oregon.
Camp Harney: Company K, First Cavalry; Company A, Tweuty-fi.rst
Infant.r,y, Major John Green, First Cavalry, commanding.
Fort Klamath: Company B, First Oavalry; Company F, Twent.y -first
Infantry, Capt. Jas. Jackson, First Cavalry, commctnding .
.Fort Stevens: Company E, Fourth Artillery, Capt. M. P . Miller,
Fourth Artillery, commanding.
PERMANENT CHANGES.

The changes contemplated in my former report were duly made.
Company K, Twenty-first Infantry, Capt. George M. Downey, stationed
at Fort Boise, transferred with (Jompany A; Captain Collins, of same
regiment, at Ca mp Harney, this cha,nge being ·completed in Septem ber, 1876.
In obedience to your Special Order No.126, of 1876, the headquarters
of the First Cavalry arrived in this department in September, 1876, and
were established at Fort Walla Walla on the 20th of October following,
having been detained in the mean time at Fort Yancou ver .
. Capt. S. P. Jocelyn's company (B)~ of the Twenty.first Infantry, was
m November, 1876, transferred from Fort Wrangle to Fort Stevens, its
place at Fort Wrangle being supplied by the transfer of Company A,
Fourth Artillery,. Capt. E. A. Bancroft, from Sitka.
In March Jast, the object of its transfer to that post having been
accomplished, the details of which are referred to in this report under
the bead of "Fort Stevens," Company B, Twenty-first Infantry, was
relieved from duty at Fort Stevens and sent to Fort W<-tlla \Valla.
In dew of the reduction in the garrison at Fort \Valla Walla by the
detail of two companies for the occupation of the Wallowa Valley, aud
the probable detail of the only remaining company for field service near
Lewiston, Idaho, l transferred, in April last, Company A, of the Twentyfirst Infantry, from Fort Vancouver to the former post.
~n accordance with your General Order No. 1, current series, Companies A, G, and M, Fourth Artillery, were relieved from duty in
Alaska in June last, and ordered respectively to Forts Townsend,
Canby, and Stevens, which posts are uow considered their stations,
although the companies are in the field.
In obedience to General Orders No. 63, Adjutant-General's Office,
the Seeond l"{.egiment of Infantry arrived in tllis department in Jnly,
and reported tor duty at Lewiston, Iuaho, on the ~9th of the montll.
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POST.S AND GARRISONS.

The following table shows the .post.s, their respective garrisons, and
commanding officers at the date of this report:
Tabulm· statement of posts in the Department of the Columbia, showing their res]Jective garrisons and commanders, August 31, 1 ~77.

P ests.

Garrisons.

Fort Boise , Idaho T ....••.

Fort Canby, 'Vash. T ..... .

Fort Colville, Wash. T .....
Camp Harney, Oreg ..•..•..

2

Fort Klamath, Oreg .....• .

2

Fort Lapwai, Idaho T . . .•• .

2

Fort Stevens, Oreg .•.......

2

Commanders.

Remarks.

A, Twenty-first Infantry. Capt. ,R. Colli no, T wenty- Absent from post
on detached servfirst Infantry.
ice again~t bo~;tile
Indians.
D, Fourth Artillery ...... 1\I~jor Jo~eph Stewart, A bHent from post
on detached servG, F.ourth Artillery.
:f'ourth Artillery.
ice aguinst hostile
Indians.
M, First Cavalry . • • . . . . . Capt. Moses Harris, First
Cavalry.
K, Fir~t Cavalry ......... Major John Green, First. Absent from post
K, 'I'wenty -fir~t Infantry.
Cavalry.
on detached service against hostile
Indians.
B, First Cavalry......... Capt. JameA Ja ckson, Absent from post
on detached servF, Twenty-first Infantry.
First Cavalry.
ice against hostile
Indiam.
F , First Cavalry
Capt. D. Perry, First Ab ~ent from poAt
on detached servG, Twenty-first Infantry.
Cavalry.
ice against hostile
lndian~.

E, Fourth Artillery ..... I Capt. M . P. Miller, Fourth Absent from post
M, Fourth Artillery.

Fort Townsend, Wash. T ...

2

Artillery. ·

A, Fourth Artillery...... Capt.. E. A. Bancroft,
C, Twen ty-first Infantry.
Fourth Artillery.

D , Twenty-first Infantry . Col. Alf. Sully, Twenty-

Fort Vancouver, Wash T .. .

on detached 8ervice againlti hostile
Indians.
Absent from post
on detached serv·
ice against hostil e
Indians.
Abseot from post
on detached service against hostile
Indians.

E, Twenty fir.~t Infantry.
first Infantry.
I, Twenty-first Infantry,
and field, staff, and band
Twenty-first Infantry.
Detachment of ordnance. Capt. John A. Kress, Ordnance Department.
E, First Cavalry ......... Col. C. Grover, First Cav- Absl"nt. from post
on detnched servH, FirHt Cavalry.
alry.
L, First Cavalry.
ice against hostile
B, Twenty-first Infantry.
Indians.
H, Twenty-first Infantry
and fi l"ld, Htaff, and band.
First Cavalry.

Vancouver arsenal, Wash . T.
Fort Walla Walla. Wash. T .

TEMPORARY POST.
l

Lewiston, Idaho T ......••.

1

10

D, •rwelfth Infantry ..... Col. Frank Wheaton,
Second Infa ntry.
Second Regiment of Infantry.
Fitlld, Ktatf, and band ....

Casually in the deuartment for service against Indians.
In the field against
the Indians.
AttachPd at Fort
Lapwai.
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GAINS AND LOSSES.

The following tabular statement will show as nearly as possible with
the necessarily; incomplete returns recei\ed the gains and losses of the
command during the past year:
Months.

Gain.

c. o.

Loss.

jCO

EnliMted men.
.,;
0

c.i

0

o(j

~

~p

....

"'

~

>..

-

"'
'§

>..

~

'i
l
]
l

0

'"C

-;:;

<:.>

-----

September, 1876 ......... 17
' October, 1876 ....... .. ... 14
~ovemb er, 1876 ....... ..
9
ec!Jmber, 1876 ...... . ... .....
~annary, 1877 ... ....... . ..... .
Mebruary, 1877 ..........
arch, 1877 ............. 3
tpril, 1877 .............. 5
;ray, 1877 ............... 5
June, 1877* .............. 3
uly, 1877* . ........... . 38
August, I877* .. _......... ..... .
Total............ . 94

"'=
~
~

ci

""s
.;::

~

~

~

-

5:~

1
2
25
30
37
361

13
10
1R
12
3
7
23
8
5
2
1

628

102

60
58
1

Enlisted men.
Discharged.

r=l

3

......
2
2

4
17
4

........... .......... .......
32

8
0

- "'
p:j

-

rt

~
~ ""
~ :g
;o ~
r:d
....
~
0

~

~

~

en
1:\l)

<

~

r~
.:::w

~

r=l

~
~

-- -

29

930

49

173

R

4
1

-

~

0

•';l

0

~"'

....

0

~

4 - - ; -1924
2
94 11
12
94
2
6
20
]
21
22
2
11
17
4
16
1
21
5
39
4
3:J
4
50
6
5
2
62
8
8
3
45
4
9
I
1
1 ..... . 405
. ..... ...... ........... ........ .........

"'
.c

....

0.

3
8
5
5
6
4
6
4
3

45

:

;a

R

5
3
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-- 36
23
41
1

l
3

3
2
4
2
6
4
1
33
4

25
2
32
38
2

16

67

200

1
3

0

~

..0

1\l

"'
Ci

bD

i <t

Oil

-

..... ' 5
2
8
2
1
2
l
15
5
6
20
I

-79
55
79
29
26
26
86
23
55
106
ll

...... ...... ·---- · ... . ..... . .........
23

47
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*Returns for June, Ju!y, and AuguHt incomplete.

FIELD MOVElVfENTS, SCOUTS, ETC.

The movements of the troops under my command for the past year
are shown in the table hereto appended marked A. For more detailed
account of the movements since the commencement of the prAsent Indian hostilities, I refer to my special reports of field operatious. Those
occurring before the present hostilities I have for the most part referred
to under heads of the respective posts.
.
. Early in September, 1876, soon after my last annual report, I received
mformation that Joseph with his band of Nez PerC<~S bad appeared in
the Wallowa Valley and demanded the surrender of the two men M·c~all and Finley, accused of killing one of his Indians, anrl threatened,
m case this demand was not complied with, to destroy the farms of the
settlers therein, giving them a week's time to decide. Upon receipt of
this intelligence I at once directed the commanding officer at Walla
Walla to send one company of cavalry to the scene of the difficulty, and
Company E, First Cayalry, Lieut. A. G .. Forse, commanding, was at
once di~patched. He had an interview with Joseph, which resulted in
his withdrawing his demand and threats, and a promise on the part of
the military authorities that the,y would use their endea\·ors to bring
the accused men before the civil authorities for triaL The command
returned to its station the last of September.
In May lal'lt, on account of the apparent restlessness of tile so-called
Columbia River bands of Indians, and in anticipation of the trouble that
might occur, I thought best to plHce a few troops at some point upon the
river, from whiclJ tlley could be rapidly and easily moved in any direction
where trouble was likely to occur. Accordingly, on May 15, I ordered
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·Companies D and I, Twenty-first Infantry, Capt. Robert Pollock, commandi ng, to \Vall ula, where they went into camp, and where they remained until the commencement of hostilities in Idaho: when they were
.at once transft'rred. to the scene of acth"'e operations.
DISTRIBUTION OF TROOPS, MAY 15,

1817.

T he distribution of the troops' of this command at the commencement
of the present hostilities is shown by the roster of troops dated May 15,
J877, appended to this report and marked B. (I append also, marked 0, a
statemeut of the present whereabouts of the troops of this command as
neari: as can ue ascertained.)
.ALASKA.

In compliance with your General Order No. 1, dated April 23, 1877,
pn·parations were at once inaugurated for the withdrawal of tile garrisous at Sitka and Wrangel, and the relinquishment "of all control of
the military department over affairs in Alaska," and all surplus serviceable property, worth the transportation, ordered to be shipped from
those posts by the May steamer, and in view of the contemplated arrival of a revenue-cutter by May 15, as foreshadowed in said order, tile
commanding officers were directed to bold their commands in readinPSS
to move by the .Tune trip of the steamer. Up to the date of tile departure of the June steamer from Portland, however, no cutter had been
·ordered to the waters of Alaska for the purposes indicated in your
order. This failure embarrassed me the more, that, t>n account of the
failure of appropriations for the present fiscal year, I was anxious that
the movement should be concluded in June. My inclination to carry
out my original plan and bring the troops down in that steamer was
fixed by your telegram to me of June 1, in which you informed me that
you had telegraphed the Adjutant·General "that no otiler cutter bad
been ordered to Alaska; that troops would leave by steamer about
June 19," &c.
·
I accordingly dispatched my aide, Lieutenant Sladen, wi.th special
instructions regarding the withdrawal of the troops and with di scretionary power to leave small guards at either or both of the posts, if his
judgment ltould deem them necessary. Acting under this authority,
Lieutenant Sladen withdrew the whole command, and Sitka and Wrangel were accordingly evacuated on the 15th and 16th of June, rPspectively.
Maj. George H. Weeks, quartermaster, was sent to Alaska to uperinteud the di~posHion of the public propert.v. .All movable serviceable
property worth shipment was removed; the other was sold, or, if unt~alable, abandoned. The public buildings and ground at Sitka were
tran ferred to the repre entative of the Treasury Department at that
place.
In yj w of the order of the General of the Army, as contained in your
Gener l Ord r No. 1, before referred to, that ''all control of the military
<lepartm nt over affair in Ala ka will cea e," I have construed that the
HUh rity f r the introduction of liquor into that Territory, imposed
11pon _m in General Ord r 40, Acljutant-General's Office, 1874, i re·. li
, an
I have accordingly refu ed my auction for such hipment
~~
til r m val of th troop .
AI b ngb, om trou~)l from thE' dL ~tfe tE'(l Indian , w::tR anticipated
in Ia k' , 1p n th wHh lrawal of tb, troop ·. uo11e ba come to my
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knowledge up to thiR date, and the apprehensions of the settlers hav~
now been quieted by the recent arrival of a rm·enue-cutter in Alaska
waters.
FORT BOISE.

As before mentioned, the garrison at this post was changed in September, 1876, Company K, Twenty-first Infantry, Capt. George M.
Downey, transferring with Company A, .Capt. P. Collins, of same regiment, at Oamp Harney. During the recent hostilities, the latter comPa;ny was removed to Indian Valley, Idaho, some 80 miles by trail (115
~mles by wagon-road) north of Boise, for the protection of the settlers
m that region, where it still remains. Fort Boise is now commanded by
First Lieut. Daniel Cornman, Twenty-first Infantry, and is garrisoned
by six enlisted men of its regular garrison.
FOR1' CANBY.

This post bas been garrisoned during tbe past year by Company D,.
Fourth Artillery, Capt. George B. Rodney, and under command of Maj ..
Joseph Stewart, Fo!Jrth Artillery. It is a prison post, and bas at present 14 military convicts. Under General Orders No. 13, from these·
headquarters, Company G, Fourth Artillery, Capt. Arthur Morris, was.
transferred to this post from Sitka, arriving June 20, upon which date,..
under telegraphic orders, both companies started. at once for the sceneof Indian hostilities. It is at present commanded by First Lieut. Wm. F.
Stewart, Fourth Artillery, and its garrison is composed of 8 enlisted·
men, 3 of whom are non-commissioned general staff: Major Stewart, the·
regular commanding officer, js at present absent on detached service.
The increase in the size of the garrison rendered some change in the
quarters necessary for the accommodation of the additional company.
Accordingly, a building nearly cornpleteo, and intended· for the hospitalsteward1 and an old set of laundresses' quarters, were altered and enlarged so as to make two additional sets of officers' quarters, and the necessary changes made to accommodate the increased number of laundresses. The company quarters were found ample for the accommodatiOn of the men.
FORT COLVILLE.

Tuere b~s been no change in the garrison of this post since my last
It is composed of Company ¥",First Cavalry, Capt. Moses Harns commanding. Notwithstanding my great need of troops at the commencement of the present difficulty, on account of th~ isolated aud exposed condition of this command, I did not call it into active service in
the field; but on account of the restlessness of the numerous bauds of
Indian~ in Hs vicinits, and the apprehensions of the scattered set~lers,
the dnty performed has been necessarily arduous and unremitting.
r~port.

CA:i.\-IP llARNEY. -

This post bas ueen gctrrisoued during the year by Company K, Twents-fi.rst Infantry, Capt. Geo. l\1. Downey (~hich exchangec1 with Company
A, same regiment, as before stated), and Company K, First Cavalr.v, Capt.
Chas. Ben dire, and under the command of .Maj. John Green, First Ua,valry.
Under telegraphic instruction~, l\Iajor Green proceeded at once to Fort
Boise, upon the outbreak in Idaho, to org·anize and lead a column tooperate in conjunction witb my own immediate cornmnrHL ::Y.f:tjor Green

582

REPORT OF THE BECRETARY OF WAR.

also detached the cavalry company at this post, and ordered it to
the vicinity of the Fayette a11d Weiser Ri\·ers to scout that country,
with a view to giye timely notice of, or prevent, any attempt ou the
part of the Indians in that vicinity to join the hostiles, and to await
there the arrival of the remainder of the Boise column. Its place at the
post was ~applied by the arrival, July 7, 1877, of Coillpany A, First
Cavalry, Lieut. Max Weisendorf, from the Department of California, it
being deemed essential to keep up the force at this post on account of
its isolated condition and its proximity to the Malheur Indian reservation. Capt. George M. Downey, Twenty fir~:;t Infantry, is now in command of the po~:;t.
FOR'l' ICLAMA.'l'TI • .

T!Je regul;tr gnrrison at this post during tbe p ast year has been Company B, First Cavalry, and Company F, Tweuty-tirst Iufantry, Capt.
J·ames Jackson, First Cavalry, commanding.
Ou the 25th of June last, under telegrap!Jic instructions, the cavalry
company left the post for field-sPrvice in Idaho. The post is now commanded by First Lieut. H. D. W. Moore, Twenty-first Infantry.
FOR'l' LAPWAI.

Cornpauies F, First Cavalry, and G~ Twenty-first Infantry, uuder the
commawt of Uapt. David Perry, First Cavalry, ha\·e garrisoned this
post during the year. At the outbreak of the Indian troubles, Company F was at once ordered to the field, and the part it has taken
in this campaign is referred to in my special report of field operations.
The present garrison of the post is the above-mentioned infantry company, under command of Capt. William H. Boyle. During the year the
· loss of officers at this post has been two, both of Company G, Twentyfirst Infantry, Capt. Harry M. Smith, who died Apri123, and First Lieut.
Edward R. Theller, who was killed in the engagement of June 17, on
the Cottonwood, Idaho.
FORT STEVENS.

The post has been garrisoned during the past year by Company E,
Fourth Artillery, Capt. Marcus P. Miller commanding. In obedience
to telegraphic oruers, this company left the post June 16, for the ~cene
of active operations in Idaho. Company M, Fourth Artillery, Capt.
C. B. Throckmorton, en route to the post from Sitka, was intercepted
with orders to report for duty in the field, which order, delaying at
Fort Canby long enough to land company properts, was complied with.
The po t i now commanded by :First Lieut. William Everett, Fourth
Artillery, the command consisting of seven or eight enlisted men, including three non-commissioned general staff.
Iu contemplation of the addition to the size of tLe garri 011, the quarter have ha.tl such additions made to them as the fuucls on hand for
the purpo e would warrant. Two set of officer~' quarter~ have, by
allditional room , been increased to fonr, and cheap addition have
b n ma<le to the laundre e quarter , o a to accommodate those of
the company from itka.
ir t Li ut. J hua L. Knapp, Fourth Artill r.r, and As i t. Surg. U. C.
udr w. , n duty at thi po t, wer both drowned while returning to
tll p t fr m
t ria, n April 19, 1 77.
'l'h. r a.kw t r r f rr d t in my la t r port ha be n con true ted
a lu · po
· th EuO'in r D partm nt uud r the direction of Jrfaj.
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J. M. Wilson, Corps of Engineers, mainly by the labor of the soldiers at

the post; Oolll pauy B~ Twenty-first Infantry, having been ordered there
for that purpose . It is hoped that the destructive inroads made by
~he sea will be stopped by this work, though, as the severest test comes
~n November a nd December, it has not yet been thoroughly tried since
Its compl e tion .
FOR'l' TOWNSEND.

Oorupan y 0 , Twenty-first Infantry, Oapt. George H. Burton commauding-, has occ upied the post during the past ,year. Company A,
Fourth Artiller.v, from Fort Wrangel, arehred at the post June 19, under orde rs to take station. Both companies left the post upon that day
for L ewi ston, wit h orders to rep ort to the department commander in
the field. Of the officers belonging to this post, two ·were wounded in
the battle of th e Clearwater, Idaho, July 14; Captain Bancroft, Fourth
Artillery, bein g shot through the left lung, and Lientenant Williams,
Twent.v-first Infantry, throngh the right forearm and right thigh. The
post is at present under . command of First J.ieutenant Ebenezer W.
~tone,_ Twenty-first Infantry, with a garrison of eleven enlisted men,
mcludwg three non -commissioned genP-ral staff.
The additional officers' quartm·s, rendered necessary by· the increase
of the g-arriso n, were provided by altering and enlarging two buildings
upon the line of the officers' quarters, I..Jeretofore used as guard-house
• and bake -house, for two additional sets, and making such changes in
other buildin gs as were practicable for the accommodation of the laundresses.
'flle ampl e accommodation in the company quarters rendered no
change necessary i'u that buihliug.
FORT VANCOUVER.

Of the four companies on duty at the date of my last report, one,
Company H, Twenty-tirst Infantry, was transferred to Fort Walla Walla,
leaving the former place on April 30. Ma,y 11, Companies D and I were
sent temporarily to Wallula, and from there were transferred to .active
operations in Idaho. The remaining company, E, Twenty-first Iufantry,
left -June 18, for the Indian war. Colonel Alfred Sully, the commanding
officer of the post, left for Lewisto.n, June 19, under orders to report to
the department; commander in the field; he has been ou duty at Lewis·ton since that time.
The post is now commanded by First Lieut. George W. Evans, regimentar adjutant Twenty-first Infantry, and is garrisoned by 42 enlisted
men, comprising the regimental band of the Twenty-first Infrtntry, the
regimental and non-commissioned general staff', and men casually at the
post awaitiug transportation.
There are 03 Nez Perce Indian prisoners now in confinement at the
post.
FORT WALLA WALLA.

At the date of my last report the garrison of this com ll)and comprised
Companies E, H, and L, First Ca\Talry, under command of Capt. S. G.
Whipple, First Cavalry.
In October of last year tbe headquarters of the First Cavalry ·were
establi. bed at this post, and on the 8th of November Col. Ouvier Grover, First Cavalry, assumed command of the post and regiment. March
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28, Company B, Twenty-first Infantry, was added to the garri~on. 'May
1, Companies E and L, First Cavalry, were ordered into the Wallowa
Valley for field-service, and May 6, Company B, same regiment, was
ordered to Lewiston, Idaho, on similar duty. May 2, Compall.V H,
Twenty-first Infantry, arrived for duty, but, on the 19th of June, both
the infantry companies, B and H, left for active operations in Idabo.
Tbe present garrison comprises 30 men, including the uon-commissioned staff and band, First Cavalry, and von-commissioned general
staff, under command of Col. C. Grover, First Cavalry.
A new set of quarters for the commanding officer has been constructed during the past year at a cost of $4,000, and is now nearly
:finished.
,
One officer, Second Lieut. Sevier 'M. Rains, Company L, First Cavalry, of the regular garrisoll, was killed at the engagement on the Cottonwood, July 3, 1877.
LEWISTON, IDAHO.

A sPparate post was, in the latter part of Jnly, temporarily established
at Lewiston, being garrisoned by Company D, Twelfth Infantry, under
command of. Capt. A. B. MacGowan, Twelfth Infantr.v.
During the active operations in this department, Lewiston bas been
the depot of supplies for troops in the :field. Major Weeks, quartermaster, has been stationed there, in charge of the depot.
August 27 orders were issued making a mjlitary district of Eastern
Washington Territory, north of the Snake, and Northern and Middle
Idaho, and placing Col. Frank Wheaton, Second Inf~ntry, in command.
His headquarters are now at Lewiston.
The Second Infantry, transferred to this dE-partment by orders from
the War Department, arriYed at Lewiston Jnly 29. It at once proceeded to the vicinity of the Spokane Ri\er, with the intention of
moving northeast through the Cceur d'Al ene country, to operate in conjunction with the troops under the immediate command of the department commander; but tLe movements of the hostiles rendering this
unneces~ary, the regimeut has returned to Lewiston, leaving two com·
panies at Palouze bridge for the protection of the settlers in that
region.
GENERAL REMARKS.

_ The health of the command during the pa t year has been good.
The npplies ha'e been of good quality and ample in quantity. The
change~ in the staff officers serving in this department duriug the year
ha\e b en as follow :
Capt. John A. Kre s, Ordnance Department, was relieved from duty
a chief ordnance oilicer of the department January 17, 1877, by Capt.
Lawrence . Babbitt, Ordnance Department.
April 11, 1 '77, 1\laj. R . ....T. Batcllel<.ler, quartermaster, was relieved
from <lut~T a chief quar.t ermaster of the department by Lieut. Col. A .
. Eddy d<'put~ qnarterma;ter-general.
Juu 4, Uapt. "\V. II. Boyle, Twenty-fir t Infantr.v, ai<le de-camp, was
at hi. wn r quest relieved from duty on n1_y · taft' and ordered to his
compan .
... lay ' ~ faj. ,J bn B. 1 ee~ r, pay rna. ter, was a . igned to <luty in this
partmf nt, r >li '' in ::\htj. Cll:ul R "\V. \Vinganl, ordered el- ewbere.
I or mm d tail <l r port of the taff departme~t · I would refer to
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tL~ annual reports of the chiefs of those departments accompanying
this rep::>rt, marked D, E, F, and G ..
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. 0. BOWARD,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
The ASSISTANT ADJUTA~T-GENERA'L,
~Military Di·vi8·ion of the Pac~fic,
San Francisco, Cal.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., Janua1·y 26, 1878.
SIR: I ba,e. the honor to transmit herewith my supplementary report

o~ the non-treaty Nez Perce campaign, with a list of names of officers specially commended, and appendixes from A to I inclusive, omitting C. I
desired to have tlle report as complete a record of the campaign as possible, and the delay in sending it forward bas been occasioned by the diffic~lties in the way of completing the report as fully and accurately as I
Wished.
Have the kindness to detain the report in your hands nntil Lietltenant Fletcher shall have :finislled the tracing of his map,* and then please
attach- t!Je sam e for forwarding with report, and obligP,
Yours, respectfully,
0. 0. BOWARD,
Brigadier- GeneraJ, Commanding.
The ASSISTANT AD.JUTANT -GENERAL.
JJ1·i litary Division of the Pacific,
San Frctncisco-, Cal.

SUPPI.JElVIENTARY REPORT.
NON-TREATY NEZ PERCE CAMPAIGN.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Pm·tlrmd, Oreg., December 26, 1877.
SIR: vVith a view to placing the official history of the expedition

against the hostile Nez Perce Indians in a more connected form than
now exists in record, I have the honor to submit a few facts and documents that should properly have been embraced in my report sent yo1,1
from Henry Lake, Montana, dateu August 27, 1877.
The "Report of Civil and Military Commission to vVashington Territory and the Northwest:' will be founu published in t!Je "Eighth Annual
Report, Board of Indian Commissioners, 1876," commencing page 43.
It will be seen by this report that the com mission failed to settle the
difficulties with the non-treaty Nez Perce Indians, but made certain
de:fini te recommendations.
I . STRUCTIONS.

Thesf' rf'commeudations, with extracts from tbe report, were forwarded
from tlle Department of the Interior, \VitiJ the following from the Commis. ioner of Indian Affair :
* Map referred to heret.o ann exe d.
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Requesting military occupation of Wallowa Valley for the establishment of peace
as recommended by said commission, and an active co-operation with this department in the enforcement of a policy that it is hoped will restore and maintain peace
jn the Territories of Idaho and Washington and the State of Oregon, but more
especially in the Wallowa Valley, which is claimed. by Joseph and. his !Janel of Nez
Perces follower8.
The Indian agent at Lapwai has this day been directed. to take preliminary steps to
carry into effect the several recommendations reported !Jy the commission .for the
adjnstment of the difficulties existing between these Indians and white sett.lers in that
valley aud tlle adjacent country, and, if found to be necessary, will!Je instructed to call
for rnilita1·y rtid to enfurce a settlement of this question.
Al~o with tile following extract from specifie instruct.ious of the same
date to Agent 1\Ionteith:

You will also communicate with the military authorities of that department, who
will be requested to occupy the Wallowa Valley in tile interests of peace: and request
them to aid you in enforcing whatever policy you may with them agree upon for the
adjustment of all difficulties that may arise betweeu the settlers anu these roving
Indians.
GENERAL SHERMAN'S INDORSEMENT, AND 01'HEl"{ REQUISI1'IONS AND
ORDERS.

These requests and instructions were eommunicated from the headquarters of the Army, of date J auua,ry 13, 1877, with these wor1ls:
General Howard, having been a member of the commission, is familiar with all the
facts, and will comply with the request of the superintendent of Indian affairs in the
interest of peace.
By command of General Sherman:
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant-General.

And from headquarters Military Division of the Pacific, January 22,
1877, simply transmitting tbe same, and were received at my beauquarters in Portland, Oreg., Jauuary 30, 1877.

A little later letters were received from J. B. Monteith, Inclian agent
at Lapwai, communicating similar instructions to those above q uo~ed,
received by him through his own channels of correspondence.
GENERAL HOW A.RD'S OFFICIAL ACTION.

The fir t official action I took is shown in a letter to the commanding
officer, Fort Walla Walla, dated February 5, 1877, giving bim an extract
from the Washington instructions, ancl adding the following:
The department c.ommander purposes, as earlr in the coming spring as practicable,
to send a suitable force into the valley for a summer encampment, to remain until
.Joseph and his band leave in the autumn; and as this force will probably come from
your command, re-enforced by a company of infantry, he would be pleased to receive
from you suggestions as to its organizatiou, its outfit, earliest time of its departure
from Walla Walla, &c. He thinks not less than two companies, in their present re<luced state, should coustitute this command, which will be an outpo t of Fort Walla
Walla.
·

I next made a per onal vi it to Fort Walla Walla (foreshadowed by·
thi telegram) :
HEADQUARTER

DEPART:\lE~T OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., March 1, 1 77.
'omnwncling Officer Fort Walla Walla :
leru e corr ct impr ion in Walla Walla new paper that campaign against Jo eph
b n r<l r d. Indian so inform d may b gin to trike scattered families. Troop
th Y have goo b for . Expect eneral Howard next we k to consult as tQ numand ohj c movem n .
V.,T
D, .Adjutant- Oeneral.
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.In addition. I dl:'sirecl to converse fully with the commanding officer ·
With regard to the objeet and manner of occupying \Vallowa Valley.
~r. Monteith's letters informing me of the steps that l.Je had taken to
mduce Joseph and his band to come on the reservation were answered
by ·me, of date March 12, 1877. .An extract from this lettei' speaks for
itself:
'
[Extract.]

I hav 4;) jnst returned from 'Valla Walla, and have made arrangements to send military foree, Captain Whipple in co!p.ruand, to the vicinity of Wallowa bridge, near the
entrance of Wallowa Valley; this as soon as the roads are practicable for wagons,
surelY. not before the middle of April. I do not understand that we can take the
<'>~ens1ve at all until further instructions from Washington. I am glad, indeed, you
d1d not fix any time for the ultimatum of Joseph's corning.
HOSTILITIES 'l'HREA'l'ENED-HOW MET.

1\:Iarcb 13, 1877, General McDowell asked, by telegram, "Arc you expecting hostilities at \Valluwa ~ Wllat prevents you taking a company
from your own command to replace the one .vou wish to send to Wallowa'" My answer of the same date indicates tile state of matters then
existing, viz:
·
Dispatch received. Hostilities threatened; believe measures taken will prevent;
can send infantry, but wished ca>alry; none here available for Haruey; not wise to
deplete Harney; full report next steamer.

~he next action in order of date is m.r ordt>r of Marcil 14, paragraph
2, for the mutual protection of the eitizeus and Indians in that vieiuity,
and for the pre~ervation of the pe~ce :
[Special Orden,, No. 25.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMEXT OF TIIE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., March.14, 1877. 2. ~he commanding officer Fort Walla Walla, Wash., will prepare two companies of
the First Uavalry, L (Whipple's) and E (Winter's), to proceed under command of Capt.
Stephen G. Whipple, First Cavalry, at as early a date as the route of travel will admit
t~e passage of wheeled vehicles, and establish a camp on the west side of the Wallowa
River, near its ,iunction with the Grande Ronde, for the mutual protection of the citizens -and Indians in that vicinity, and for the preservation of the peace.
This encampment will be a dependency of Fort Walla Walla, from which post it will
draw its supplies, excepting such as can be obtained at less expense near camp.
•
The proper staff departments will furnish the IJeeessary supplies and transportat.ion.
By command of Brigadier-General Howard:
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assi11tant .dajutant- f.i-eneml.

To be a little more e:xplieit, anrl to pren:·ut any possil1le misunderstauding, tlle followiug letter was sent:
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
P01·tland~ Oreg., Mm·ch 14, 1877.

SIR: I have the honor to inclose copy of Special Orders No. 25, paragraph 2, current
series, directing the establishment of a camp in the Wallowa Valley, and I am instructed by the department commander to state that this camp will probably have
some perma11eucy, and therefore a desirable and suitable location, haviug this end in
view, should be selected .
The companies will be posted by the commanding officer as near the crossing of the
Wallowa River as may be practicable, con isteut with a comfortable and pleasant
camp-a cao1p to debouch from. It is believed such a camp can be found between
the Grande Honde and Wallowa Rivers. Of course an outpost beyond the regular camp
will be placed and held by details or patrols, and in time to prevent the Indians from
d~ troying the \Vallowa bridge, or holding ground too difficult to keep clear, as they
m1ght attempt to do.
!'-s remarked above, tbis camp may have con. iderable permanency, and probably a
th1rd cumpany of cavalry or infantry will h~uitnally be located there during the oc-
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cupancy of tbe val1ey by troops. Therefore, temporary quarters and absolutely
necessary buildings must be constructed from the timber which is convenient.
The companies will take with them tbe two Gatling guns, and an ample supply of
ammunition of all kinds will at all times be at band.
The necessary pack-mules will lle taken from the animals at Fort Walla Wall a, eight
or ten advised for each company. A supply of medicine will be taken from the post.
The command will carry thirty days' rations, and this quantity of subsistence stores
will babit11ally be kept up.
.
The maximum number of men (of the companies) possillle will be sent, am1 most of the
mechanics, especially carpenters and men bandy with an axe, should accompany the
command. A reasonable detail for the gardens and care of company property should
be left at Fort Wall a Walla.
Requisitions will at once be made for cavalry horses and any ot ber property absolutely
necessary to fully and completely fit out this expedition for any e~uergency.
Copy of this communication will be furnished the commanding officer of the expedition for his information.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. CLAY WOOD,

Llssistant Lldjutant-General.
Cmnmanclin g Officer, Port Wallet Wallet.

1\farch 15 tbe above Special Orders ~5 waR sent with a letter of adYice to Agent .l \lonteitb, with a view of continuing tbe co-operation demanded:
HEADQUARTEDS DEPARTMENT OF TIIE COLUl\IBJA.

Pol'tlancl, 01·cg., March 15, 1877.
SIR: The department commander instrncts me to inclose herein for your information copy of Special Orders No. 25, paragraph 2, current series, from these headquarters,
and to state that in addition to t.be two companies of cavalTy therein ordered to the
·wallowa Valley, probably an aduitional com]Jany will be sent there to habitually form
part of the command.
·
The camp will be located at the junction of the Wallowa and Grande Ronde Rivers,
near the Wallowa bridge.
Very respectfully, your olledient servant,
H. CLAY WOOD,
~l ssistant

J. B.

Mo~TErrrr,

Adjutant- (ieneml.

Esrt.,

U11ilcd States Indian Agent, Lapwai A gency, ](7aho.

FIRST LETTER-A REPOR'l'.

In explanation of purposes and action, as then appearing to be necessary, slwwing particularly bow difficult it was to anticipate tl.le actual
· place of an ontbreak, should any occur, I introduce my letter to you of
lVIarch 14, 1877 :
HEADQUARTERS DEPARnm~T OF TIIE COLU:\IBIA,

Portland, Oreg., lJlanh 14, 1 77.
In accorcbnce wiLh instructions from headquarters of the Army, dated January
13, 1 77, transmitting a communication from the Indian Office, I am necessitated to
e tablish a temporary post in or near Wallowa Valley.
The information that I have received through Indian agents, post commanclers, and
from a personal visit to Wallowa Valley, bas led me to believe that ·lJOnld Joseph or
his llrother b gin a foray, that Indian along the Columbia, in the Palouse country and
els where, Indians who are off the rAservations and some discontented one on the
r ervation., will give him sympathy and help. £Tow, to prevent tbi , I bnve ordered
the e. tahli bment of a temporary post just at the entrance to the ·wallowa Valle~' from
the Grande Ronde.
Th re are two companie of cavalry available from Wal1a Walla.
the Indians of 1alheur agency are the least ·ivilized of any, I thought it would
lJe lJ tt r not to reduce Ilarn y below two companie , except in case of neces ity; but
to lJ p rfectly cnr at tb t mporary po. t, I wished to adu Bend ire's company to the
h.vo, if 'eneral }lcDow 11 would .·e11cl a company from .McDermit or Bill well tor place
ln .. : t Ilf rn y. I cannot af·ly diminish Fort Lapwai now, for the Indian· are tbreatnmo- the ett1P.m nt £ 1 amiah. The friendly~ Tez Pen·cs there are a little inclined
to_ll nil'!. If th mov meut from Bidw 11
McDermit which I n rg; st i. made, it
wll h: VI lw clfl' ·t to quiet the r • tle . . Indian s hetw n our posts, and it will do the
troop ••no1l to mak be mov rnent. Th •re ne d he bnt. mall exp D e attendincr
it a
0
h pu t rnn t bav • th ·ir own tran. portation.
, IR:

or
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If General McDowell thinks this is not best, not being able to spare a company from
the ~epartment of California, I shall send at least 50 men from Vancouver. Vancouver Is central for Alaska, the Sonncl, Klamath, Harney, or northward, according to
nee_d. I was once promised by General Schofield three companies at Harney, and I
believe the order to Bernard was issued to effect this, but for some good reason it was
countermanded.
.
I have had the new (temporary) post selected so that the entrance to Wallowa Valley
through the dividing ridge (between Wallowa Valley and Grande Ronde) may be
.se·cured . It will be located on the western side, with a view to security and also to
P-conomy, for the ridge is very difficult jor wagons, and the distance to a good camp,
after crot>sing over it, at least 20 miles farther from Snmmerville.
':f'h~ camp location is about 25 miles from Summerville toward Wallowa Valley, just
ih1s side of the crossing of the Wallowa River.
As it may be necessary to holcl on there through the winter, I have directed the
troops to put up log shelters . The pine woods are convenient.
My pl~n, if I have to take the offensive, which I cannot do under present orders, is
io re-enforce this new camp, and move forward force enough to make short work.
Walla Walla, Harney, and Lapwai can easily be brought together there.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. 0. HOWARD,
Brigadier-General, Commaudin!J.
ASSISTA~T ADJUTANT-GENEHAL,

JJii litary Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.
DETAILS OF OPERATIONS.

Though I have to return a little in order of date, I will here iutrouuee
my letter to you of May 22, 1877. This affords quite a detailed r~ccount
of all tbe operatiOIIE! concerning tbe "non-treaty Nez Pen~es" aud
'' Uol um bia Ri \·er renegades" to its date:
HEADQUARTERS DEPARnfE:\'T OF THE CoLUMBIA,

Porilancl, 01"eg., May 22, 1877 . .
SIR: In acco1·cla.uce with instructions from the War Department, elated Washington,
D. C., January 13, 1877, which were a supplement to a communication from the Department of the Interior dated the 8th of January, 1877, I macle all the preliminary
a~rangements for the occupation of the Wallowa, Valley by two companies of the
F~rst Cavalry, to be sent thither as soon as it was practicable to cross the Blue Rfdge
.
With wagons.
_Although no violent measures were authorized without more definite instructions,
st1ll, I anticipated that the movements of troops would awaken hostile action on the
part. of some of the numerous bauds named in Report of the Commissioner of Indian
Affaus. The Indians referred to were, first, Joseph's Band, of Wallowa Valley; the
Hasotims, on a creek of that name south of the Snake River; the White Bird Indians,
located on Salmon River, north of the Snake; and the band of Hash-Hush-Cute, scattered along the Snake Rivl3r to the Palouse country. These, with numerous Indians,
malcontents already on or near the Nez Perces reservation, of whom, in a sense,
Looking Glass appearecl to be the leader, constituted what has been called in reports
"The Non-treaty Nez Perces Indians." It is cJiffi.cult, even yet, to ascertain their numb~~s with accuracy; they will, however, not exceed a thousand souls, all told. In addttwn to these "Non-treaties" there are several bauds that properly belong to the
Umatilla, Yakima, and other est.tblished reservations. A" dreamer 17 by the name of
~mohallie, au Indian of great shrewdness-not a hereditary chief-exercises a potent
mfl.uence over these Indians usually encamped or roaming about somewhere in the
Co_lumbia River Valley. There are probably a thousand, including men, women, and
~hildren . The malcontents from all the reservations run to them for asylum ; aucl it
IS these two classes that we will denominate "The Non-treaty Nez Perces" and the
4
' Columbia River renegades," with which I have had to do.
The 1st of March, 1877, I visited Walla Walla to make arrangements for the anticipated campaign; I was shown by Colonel Grover's report that it would be impracticable to cross the Blue Ridge safely with wagons before the middle of April or first
-<>~ May. Returniug to Portland, I received a second set of instructions, indorsed by
dtrection of General Sherman upon a second communica-tion from the Department of
the Interior, dated March 13, 1877.
Accompanying these instrnctions wa a letter of transmittal from military division
b_eadqnarters, dated March 24, 1 77. This Jetter recapitulated portions of the instructiOns of January 1:3, 1 77, viz:
. "You are to compl.v with the rf'qtH'st of the snperintcn·lent of Indian affairs iu the
mterest of peace, of March 13, 1 '77, viz:
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"The removal to be conducted by the agents of the Indian Bureau, the military
authorities merely protecting and aiding them in the execution of their instructions."
Again, the following is added, viz :
"As this question of the removal of Joseph's band is a very delicate and important
one, the division commander directs it to be done under your personal direction if
practicable. Please acknowledge receipt by telegraph." ·
I replied, March 31, the date of receipt of the above: "Will give persorral direction,
as suggested."
When at Walla Walla, iu March, I met tbere Mr. Cornoyer, the Umatilla, Indian
agent, who informed me in substancP, as follows: Joseph and his people, or some of
them, are wishing to cross the Blue Ridge and visit the Umatilla Indians, particularly
to see me (Cornoyer) and learn what the government proposes, claiming that the interpreter at Lapwai, in the fall, bad not altogether spoken the "truth.'1 I replied that
he had better encourage these Indians to make their proposed visit. Mr. Cornoyer
subsequently visited me at Portland, and told me that these Indians were eoming, and
that he should meet them upon his return to the agency. Therefore I sent my aide-decamp, Lieut. William H. Boyle, to be present at the agency interview. This took place
Aprill.
·
·
Joseph's younger brother, whose name is Ollicut (sometimes called ''Young Joseph"),
and Old "Too-at" or ''Dreamer,'' and a few others of J useph's Indians were there.
After the talk, OHicut expressed a desire to see me, and wished me to appoint the time
and place. Lieutenant Boyle telegraphed me accordingly as soon as he reached vVa1la
Walla. Taking Ollicnt for Joseph, I replied (Aprilll), that I would meet him at Fort
Walla Walla AprillD. ·
THE OPERATIONS.

Taking with me Lieutenant Wilkinson, aide-de-camp, I left Portland April16, was
detained above Celilo two days by an accident to the steamer, but fortunately we were
able to reach Wallula. at 5 p.m. of tile 18th. Cars were waiting to take me on. Just
before passing into the train, several Indians, headed by" Old Homel:v," a Umatilla
Indian, begged me to stay and meet a large number of Indians (Columbia River renegades), that were encamped in sight across the river, Somahallie with them. I replied
that I was not sent to them. Just then the government required them to go on the
reservation ; that was all. Homely declared, " They will all go to the mountains if you
do 'not see them." I said, ''Let them go." I then proceeded to Wall a Walla.
The 19th, in the afternoon, Ollicut, with several other Indians, makes his appearance at Fort Walla Walla, and excuses his delay, and explnins that his brother (Joseph)
is not coming, bnt that be himself wishes to have a talk with me in the presence of
several of his people. Colonel Grover has a barrack-room prepared, where the interview took place, commencing at 10 o'clock a. m. on the 20th .
There were present, Qlliout, Young Chief of the Umatillas, the Dreamer before mentioned, and. several other non-treaty Nez Perces. Besides my aids, several officers of
the fort and some citizens were present. The Indian agent Cornoyer and his interpreter, McBain, participated.
I explained the requirements of the government; that the Indians would be required
to go on the reservation-on some reservation; that the government had consented to
allow Joseph and his people a yearly visit to the Imnaha Valley for hunting and fishing, but always with a pass from the agent.
The Indians seemed at first to wish to join the Umatillas; then it appears there was
a project (probably originating with white meu) to combine the reservation Indians
of Umatilla with the non-treaty Nez Perces, and ask for them thus joined the Wallowa
and Imnaha country, giving up the Umatilla reserve. But I replied that the instructions are definite; tllat T should send troops very soon to occupy the Wallowa, and proceed to Lapwai as soon as possible in the execution of my instrnctions.
Ollicut, who manifested a good di position, was evidently afraid to promise anything, and I wa aware that some representative of the Indian Bureau shonld take
the initiative in dealing with these Indians, so that I was glad to have him ask to
gather the Indians, all the non-treaties, to meet me at Fort Lapwai during my coming
vi it.
I r pli d that I would be there in eleven or twelve days, and that all these Indians
conld e th Indian Ag n Mont ith and mys lf together. 1 showed them that kimiah a dr am r, l acler of a mall band n ar Celilo, wa already in the guard-house at
I<' _rt Yan ouv r, an(l that his p ople bad come to the Yakima re ervation, and that
th_1 would don btl
b the fortune of any other dreamer leader for non-compliance
w1th ~ov ·rnm n it1 tru ·tions. Th ouncil then broke up.
~mn' th lay I bacl r c iv d a di patch from the tel graphic opera.tor at Wallula
·tatwn, that tl1 Iuc1ian w r hron<Ying his office and b •r•>"in•r for an interview with

ru.

_l • PJHiint •c1 th followin!! Tne rlay (tbe night following I conlcl a cend the nake
1\' r b · ·a111 !r) t me· · th ' Indian at\ allula: and llear what tb y had to say.
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Monday, the 23d, Colonel Grover sent us (my aids and myself) in his spring wagon
to that place. The next morning (Tuesday, the 24th) an Indian messenger comes
across the river from Somahallie, who coo1ly proposes that I should cross the Columbia
and ~old the interview at his (Somahallie's) camp. This I declined to do, stating
that .It was not material whether I saw him or not ; the interview was of his own
seekmg, and Wallula was the appointed place. It was not till the afternoon that
S~maballie decided to come to me; he crossed his band, men, women, and children, a
m1le or more above the town .
The Indian s with numbers, paint., blankets, and feathers, made all the ceremonial
show they could. There were about 250 men, and some f!O or more women and children, that gathered into the old warehouse to meet me. Indian Agent Cornoyer was
present. Agent Wilbur could not be summoned in season. Interpreter McBain w,as
taken seriously ill en route, and did not come, so that we worried through the afternoon endeavoring to communicate ideas by using the jargon .
. Just at night Mr. Pambrun, for whom we bad to send at least 20 miles, came to our
aid.

The Indians bad not much to say 'to us, but were evidently much disturbed by re- .
ports that bad come to them. The situation of Skemia,h bad frightened them. They
were not very fri endly in their manner; evidently nuder bad leadersh ip; some people were putting them up to beg for a near reservation, opposite Wallula, conditioned
~po~ buying out settlers' improvements. Indians believed that if let alone they could
hve m peace with the white men, and pasture their stock on the same rang~ .
.Mr. Cornoyer expl ained the orders of the government; I did the same. ~omahallie
With great parade and tragic manner addressed the crowd, telling the India,ns briefly,
and seemingly with fierceness, what the government required. The Indian~-: left after
the talk, deelarin g that General Howard was" cultus." They were evideutly, some of
them, much displ eased.
VISIT TO l -EWISTON.

I bad sent a cHspatch in advance for Capt. D. Perry, First Cavalry, post. commander at Fort L apwai, and Agent Monteith, to meet me at Lewist.ou, on the arrival
?f the ~teamer, the evening of the 26th of April. I did this pRcause I hacl to retnrn
Immediately to Wallula, to meet my adjutant-general and Lieutenant Sladeu, to arrange matters with reference to the withdrawal of troops from Alaska and attend to
other general subjects connected with the department .
. The gentlemen first named were in waiting at the Lewiston. landing. We immediately had together a thorough review of all the orders and mstructwns from the
Indian Bureau, Department of the Interior, War Department, and also my orders from
Gen.eral Sherman and General McDowell. The implication throughout was that the
Ind1an agents should not only take the initiative, but proceed with whatever measures might be necessary to bring the wandering Indians upon the r~servat ions. The
Army was simply to aid and protect, and strain every nerve to pres~rve the peace.
The agent, Monteith, had already written me the wishes of his department, and had
asked my advice and co-operation.
We soon arranged that I should return the ensuing week to Lapwai from Wallula;
that the agent and myself should hold a council with Joseph and his peop]A, as Ollicut had requested, at the fort; next that I should telegraph from Wallula t.ilat if all
the non-treaties came to the Nez Perces reservation it would be necessary to take the
lands held without real title hy several white men on the reserve; that probably it
would be necessary to bring forward more troops to the vicinity of Lewiston, and also
move up Captain Whipple'~ command, at least temporarily, to the vicinity of the mouth
of the Grande Ronde, for at least one-half of the Indians were there encamped south
of the Snake and between Lewiston aud Wallowa Valley; that Agent Monteith was
to send word to the Inrlians, through the friendly Nez Perces, to meet us on or soon
after my return ; and tLat Captain Perry should make all the necessary preparations
fo.r a council, under canvas, within the limits of his post. I left my two aides-de-camp,
Lteutenants Boyle and Wilkinson, to co-operate with the agent and Captain Perry in
carrying forward the preliminaries to the plans just agreed upon.
I arrived at Wallula the evening of the 2 th, when I received an application from
Colonel Grover for a company of infan1iry immediately, in case I took H company
(Tri~nble's), First Cavalry, to the front. I immediately carried out my previous intentiOn, and ordered Lieutenant Haughey's company, H, Twenty-first Infantry, Fort
Yanconver, to Fort Walla Walla.
The 29th of April, Major Wood and Li eutenant Sladen met me by appointment, when
al~ the matters affected by the change of troops from Alaska were carefully attended to;
I:1eutrnaut Sladen being de ignated to proceed to Wrangel and itka to see the executJOn of the necessary orders.
Wh!le we we:r.e together, Mr. Pambrnn, the excellent interpreter at Somahallie's
~ounml, ·arne to me, having riclden orne 25 or 30 miles, to report the increased hostilIty of the" Columbia River renegade·.' Parubrun peaks the Walla Walla language
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well, and kuows the minds of the Indians. He told me that they were very angry
with me.
'
The 30th I had an 'interview with Colonel Grover at Walla Walla, and with Major
Towler, the paymaster, who was ~to accompany a court-martial to Colville during
that week. I iust~ucted the ma.jor to inform the Colville Indians, and those in that
vicinity, that we had no orders concerning them. The object of this was to prevent
the Indians in that direction from being induced, under a panic that had already begun among them, from joining malcontents.
Colonel Grover agreed to start the two cavalry companies across the Blue Ridge the
next day, and have the other cavalry company in readiness at call. I then went on
by stage toward Lewiston. Had an interview during the evening with Mr. A. J. Cain,
who was an Indian agent connected with Governor Stevens at the time the several very important treaties were made in this country. He said, "Somahallie has been
to me since your talk; he is in trouble; asks my advice. I tell him to talk to you as
fully and frankly as he does to me. I gave him a letter to you; told him you were a
true man; that he must obey your instructions."
Mr. Cain sends a very interesting communication, a copy of which I attach to my
report (marked A).
To hasten my journey, Tuesday, May 1, Mr. Fettis, the stage-proprietor, takes me
by a light wagon (buckboard) from Dayton to Lewiston in time for me to ride to Fort
La.pwai the same night.
·
·
On reaching Lewiston I received a verbal messa.ge from Agent Monteith requesting
that I wonlcllook into some charges that were said ,to be in the hands of the editor of
the Lewi ston paper. The paper hall just published what purported to be a summary of
the charges made by the Delegate from the Territory. They claimed flowardice, corruption, and falsehood, as they read in the newspaper. It would be improper for me
to enter on t his subject. It appeared to me from a. pl'inw-jacie view that the charges
promulgated jnst at this time were published in the interest of certain speculators
who wis!Jed to hinder the operations of the government for their own purposes. Therefore I deemed it best to ignore the subject altogether.
OPERATIONS AT F.JRT LAPWAI.

\VednPstla.y, May 2, I had an interview with Father Cataldo, tbe priest in cha.rge
of a mi::~Hion allowed to be established some time during General Grant's administration on the Nez Perces reservation. I may say that I visited this mission. It is situated
on a creek that rises in the Craig Mountains and flows thence into the L apwai, entering it some .tive or six miles above its confluence with the Clearwater. Tile valley of
this creek (Catholic Mission) has choice land.
The mission, about midway, consists of a nicely constructed chnrch, hol<ling perhaps
200 people, with an outbuilding and a small villa()'e of log houses for the Indians.
These Indians take up farms, as do the Mexicans, at ~onsideraiJle distances from their
village-some as far off as Lapwai Creek. The ..mission is quite thriving, but as l.s often
the case, there is considerable controversy, above and beneath the surface, between
the followers of the mission and the Protestants. The agent, Monteith, at a former
talk with the Indians, understood from some of them that Father Catal<lo and his followers had somehow opposed the bringing of the non-treaties upon the reservation,
anc1 be (the agent) had so written to Washington. His letter, now pnbli heel, brought
a reply and a denial of this or other allegations from Pather C~1.taldo. This explains
my interview with the priest.
I heard hi. statement of points at issne between him and the agent; assuredhim that
Mr. Monteith would look into the matter, and doubtless rectify any statement he found
to bo incorrect. He denied to me a desire to hinder the government plans. I told him
that ometimes neutrality was, in my judgment, equivalent to po itive opposition, and
as he really favored, as be claimed, the plans of the government, I thought he ought so
to adv!se his mi sion. I invited him to be present at the councils, and I believe that
after thi I bad the co-op ration of the father and most of his people.
My own opinion is, that the same "speculator " who want the Indians' land and
pr~perty who are at the hottom of the fearful charges against Agent Monteith, have
tnven to promote ~heir object by fanning to a flame prejudices and mi tatement
that have for c n tune xis ted bet we n Protestant and Catholic Christians. I mav be
mi1-1tak ~· Tb investigation a ked for by Agent Monteith, by his department,
ettle tb1 matter.

will

FlU T COUNCIL.

Th r r.am tt_>rr Gh r be morning of the 3d abont 50 Indians, mostly of Joseph's
band a··ompameclbyYonng 'bi f,oftbe matillas.'lheludiausapproachedmounted,

! 'rclwcl t•tlttrely aronnrl th • ac rrison, on the ontsic1e, sin(l"in<T a sort of chanli and came
1

~to tit, _lar~t! ho. pi a.l-l n. which ha<l b en pitch din f~ont of the guarcl-h~u e with
t nt-tl~ Ill fwn and th • ul well up, and went through the usual ceremonie , hand-
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shaking with Agent Monteith, myself, and other officers present; quite a number of
treaty IJ?dian~:~ immediately gathered around, inside and outside the tent. Fa~her C~
taldo bemg present, opened the talk by a short prayer in Nez Perces. Then Immediately Joseph is told by me, that I understood by his brother, twelve days before, at
Fort Walla Walla, that he wished to see me; that I was there to hear what he had to
say. Joseph explained that another band of Indians, White Bird's from Salmon River,
were coming, already in the mountains (Craig), and would be here to-morrow.
~oseph hopes I will not be in a hurry. I answer, "Mr. Monteith's instructions and
mme are directly to YOUR people; if you deCide at once to comply with the wishes of
the _g overnment, you can have the :first pick of vacant land. We will not wait for
White Bird; instructions to him are the same; he can take his turn."
One ?ld "dreamer" lectured the interpreter, Mr. "Whitman, urging him for the sake
of C?IJ?-IDg generations, both white and Indian, to interpret correctly. Another old
mediCme-man, with a somewhat querulous spirit, said they wanted to talk a few days
about their land. I replied that the agent and myself wished to hear what they had
to say, whatever time it might take'; but they must know in the outset, that in any
event, ~hey were to obey the orders 'of the Government of the United States. As it
w:as evident that the Indians were more curious to get something from us, and more
disposed to parley and waste time than to communicate anything to us, or make any
reque~t, I asked the agent, Monteith, if he bad not better read his instructions from
Washmgton to the Indians. This he then did, and they were slowly and clearly interpreted to them.
,
The agent then ; aid, "I sent out. Reuben and some others to your camp and invited
you. to come in ; now you must come, and there is no getting out of it. · You and
yY'h1te Bird's Indians can pick up all your horses and cattle and come on the reservatlOJ?· I have the land for all of you. Joseph can p.i ck the place he wants, if he will
do It :tt once. General Howard will stay till matters are settled."
OlliCut then said, "We must think for ourselves, whites and Indians; we have respect for the whites, but they treat. me as a dog, and I sometimes think my friends
are d-ifferent from what I supposed. There should be one land for all. If I commit
,. m?rder, I should be hung; but if I do well, I should not be punished. Our friends
Wlll be here to-morrow, and I will then tell what I think."
. I answer, "Joseph and myself and the ·a gent are nuder the same government; what
I~ commands us to do, that we must do. The Indians are to come on the reservation
fmt, _then they may have privileges, as the a,geut has shown, viz., to hunt and to
fish m the Imn aha Valley. If the Indians hesitate to come to the reservation, government directs that soldiers be used to bring them hither. Joseph and Ollicut know
that we are friendly to them, and if they comply there will be no trouble."
Further discussion is had between us on the subject of law and obedience, when the
Indians still entreat for delay.
.
Before dismissing the council I pay my respects to the two old medicine-men, who
are evidently the worst malcontents; in fact, the leaders in opposition. They answer
me saucily. I then show them plainly that if they persist I will have them arrested,
as S~imiah was at Vancouver, and show them that if they continue turbulent aud diso~edJent that they will be sent to the Indian country. I reiterate the orders to them,
With as much severity of manner as I could command, to give good advice, until I saw
that they were alarmed for their personal safety. From this time they kept in the
background, and I believe advised compliance with our requirements.
SECOND COUNCIL.

l!,riclay, the 4th of May, the Indians came togethefo again, very much re-enforced,
~ar~ of White Bird's Indians and some others having come in. They go through a
snmlar preliminary ceremonial around the garrison. We were :finally seated at the
?Ouncil-tent, when a treaty Indian, Alpowa Jim, opened the council by a brief prayer
m Nez P erces. Then immediately the agent, Monteith, read his instructions from
Washington, explaining them as was done the day before. I indorsed the agent's
speech and briefly recapitulated my orders.
Joseph simply introduced White Bird and his people, stating that they had not seen
me before, and that he wished them to understand what was said. White Bird sat
demurely in front of me, kept his hat on, and steadily covered his face with a large
eagle's wing.
They then put forth the old "dreamer" of White Bird's band, Too-sehul-hulsote by name, a large, thick-necked, ugly, ob tinate savage of the worst type. His
first remark was about the law of the earth; that there were two parties to a eon trovery, and the one that was riO"ht would come out ahead. We answered that we were
all children of a common gove~nment, and mu t obey. The old man replied that he
had heard about a trade between Indian and white men, bargaining away the Indians'
l and, but that be belonged to tbe land out of which he came. I answered, the Nez
Perces Indians did make an agreement, and, us the commissioner explained last fall, the
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non-treaties, being in a minority, were bound by that agreement, and must abide
by it.
The old man declared I had no right to compare him and grown-up Indians to small
children, but they don't think for one another; government at Washington cannot
think for us. This sort of talk was continued at some length.
' White Bird's Indians, having come a long distance, were evidently very tired. I
thought it was best to allow them to assemble again, with a view of keeping them on
the reservation and gathering in others still, and let them have time to talk over what
we had told them until I could get my troops in position; for I had ordered Captain
Trimble's company to Lewiston and Captain Whippl~'s company forward across the·
Wallowa Valley to the vicinity of the confluence of the Grande Ronde and Snake
Rivers. I had also directed that two companies m9re move from Vancouver and encamp near Wallula., to keep the attention of the Indians in that quarter, or to be
brought to me if needed; so when Joseph, asked for a postponement till the morrow,
I said, "Let the Indians take time; let them wait till Monday morning; meanwhile
they can talk among themselves." This gave evident satisfaction, and Monday morning at 9 o'clock was fixed for the next meeting.
THIRD COUNCIL.

Monday, the 7th of May, the Indians had still further accessions to their numbers;
Hush-hush-cute, from the Snake River below Lewiston, with his followers, was pres-ent. The delay and the numbers, with their secret communings, had evidently given
the Indians heart. After the usual form of opflning the talk, Agent Monteith said
that he had forgotten to tell them one thing, that they would not be disturbed in
their religious belief by the government, excepting where the "Too ats" or'' dreamers" caused a disturbance of the peace. I added that "it made no difference what
church a bad teacher belonged to, if he gave bad advice, advice that caused disobedi·ence to plain government requirements, be would be punished."
.
We then called upon the Indians, as they had plenty of time to consider the instructions, to complete what they had to say. The same old "dreamer," Too-schnl'hul-sote, was put forward again to talk. His manner was lond, harsh, and impudent.
He had the usual words concerning the earth being llis mother, and the wrong that
was done to attempt to separate the Indians from the land which was theirs by inilleritance, and tha.t no decision should ue arrived at till it be done in the right manner.
He repeats what he had said at the other council about chieftainship-chieftainship
<>f the earth-and that he wanted Mr. Monteith and me to tell the truth. I answer,
., I don't want to offend your religion, uut you must talk about practicable things;
twenty times over J hear that the earth is your mother and about chieftainship from
the earth. I want to hear it no more, but come to business at once." The old man
then began to speak about the land and became more impudent than ever, and said,
"What the treaty Indians talk abbut was born of to-day; wasn't t1·ue laiv at all. You
white people get together and measure the earth and then divide it, so I want you to
talk directly what you mean."
The agent, Monteith, said, "The law is, you must come to the reservation. The law
lis made in Washington; we don't make it."
Other positive instructions are repeated. Too-schul-hul-sote answers, "We never
have made any trade. Part of the Indians gave up their land; I never did. Tile earth
is part of my uody, and I never gaye up the earth."
I answer, "You know very well that the government has set apart a reservation,
and that tbe Indians must go on it. If an Indian becomes a citizen, be can have land
like any other eitzen outside, but he has to leave hiAtribe, like old Timothy. The government has set apart thi large reservation for you aud your children, that yoJI may
live here in peace and prosper."
The old man, in a surly way, asked," What person pretended to divide the land and
put me on it'f"
I answered, with emphasis, "I am the man. I stand here for the President, and
there i no spiri , good or bad, that will hiuder me. My orders are plain, and will be
executed. I hop d the Indians had good sense enough to make me their friend and
not th ir enemy."
Looking Gla s, a malcontent from near Kamiah, was spoken to, and answers with
evasion, and in no g od spirit, and indorses the old man. ·w hite Bird, in a milder manner,
aid he agreed with Too- chul-bnl-sote. He said if he had been taught from early years
to be .govern d by the whit , then he would be governed by the whites. "The earth
·n. tam me." I then turn d to the old man, whom they mean to keep at it, and say,
' 'I b n you do not propo to comply with the ord r 'f" He answers, "So long as the
'rtb k('(•p m , I want to b~ left alone· yon are tritling with the law of the earth." I
r .Ph- " ur old fri nd clo n t seem to unr1er tancl tb, t the que tion is, will the Inchan c·.cnn • peac ably ou the reservation, or do they want me to put them th re by
fon: · T
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I He then declares again, "I never gave the Indians authority to give away my land."
asked, '' D.o you speak for yourself~" He answered :fiercely, " The Indians may do
WI ha:t they llke, but I am NOT going on the reservation." Speaking as sternly as I cotild,
said:
"That bad advice is what you give the Indians ; on account of it yon will have to
be taken t? the Indian Territory. Joseph and White Bird seem to have good hearts,
but yours lS bad; I will send you there if it takes years and years. Wlwn I heard
you were coming, I feared you would make trouble; you say you are not a medicine
rna~, bu_t you talk for them. The Indians can see no good w bile you are along ; you
ad.vise them to resist, to lose all their horses and cattle, and have unending trouble.
W1ll Joseph and White Bird and Lookin~ Glass go with me to look after the land~
The old man shall not go; he must stay with Captain Perry." The Old Dreamer says:
"_Do you want to scare me with reference to my body~" I then said I would leave
his body with Captain Perry, and called for the captain to take him out of the council.
He was led out accordingly, and kept away till the council broke up.
After this the Indi ans talked in a different spirit, readily agreeing to go with us the
next day, first to inspect the valley of the Lapwai, and afterward other portions of
the reservation where small farms could be set apart for the Indians' cultivation and
where there would be sufficient wood, water, and grazing for their stock. That night
the old malcontent was given a bed in the guard-house, wJth orders that he remain
until all matters were settled.
LOQKING FOR LOCATIONS-THE LAPWAI.

Tuesday; the 8th it was raining quite hard in the morning early, but cleared .up before ten. The Indian agent not appearing, Lieutenant Wilkinson, aid-de-camp, and
n;yself, with two cavalrymen, rode out t.o the Indian camp; about a mile from the garnson we were joined by Joseph, White Bird, and Looking Glass. We !hen secured a
half-breed interpreter, J. Roboses, at the :first house up the valley, Jonah, the treaty
subchief, joining us at his own house near the mouth of the Sweetwater Creek. The
party then proceeded up the valley of the Lapwai. The well-cultivated farms of some
of the treaty Indians; the 640 acres of the best land stretched along the valley, kept
?Y a white man, Mr. Finney, and family; the 75 acres, Mr. Caldwell's, with elegant
u!1provements, including an excellent house and barn; these seem to please the Indians exceedingly. I said to Joseph that I understood that be preferred a canvas
bouse. He replied, "When I come on the reservation I want a good frame bouse."
He looked through Mr. Caldwell's house with great interest when we stopped there,
and were kindly received by the ladies of Mr. Caldwell's family.
From Caldwell's we went over the grazing lands, past the extensive upland agency
farm, and back to the fort. The Indians begged of me to set '' our old man" free from
~he guard-house. They said they would make him good. I permitted them to have an
mterview with him, but declined to free him then.
The agent l:Iad followed me over the same route during the day. That evening
Captain Perry and myself visited the agency, where we agreed to start with Looking
Glass and White Bird to visit Kamiah, and the lands above, on the Clearwater, as it
was understood Joseph and his people would have the Lapwai Valley, and White Bird
and his people :would go in the vicinity of Kamiah.
LOCATIONS-KAMIAH.

The next morning, Wednesday, the 9th, we leave the garrison at 5.30 a.m., having
a. small escort (six cavalrymen) and two pack-mules. The day was bright and almost
cloudless; the country was in its best condition; grass land and trees fresh and green;
the way was ov0r the foot-bills, the Craig Mountains, and the extensive prairie lands
on eastward to the valley of the Clearwater, a stretch of betweerl 60 and 70 miles. We
made the journey on horseback, before sundown, experiencing considerable fatigue,
but happy and successful in the influence we were able to exert over the Indians who
accompanied us. White Bird and Looking Glass ever afterward facilitated our work
as much as they could.
As we looked this evening from the crest down the three-mile steep into the valley
of the Clearwater, where the valley is enlarged into an extensive basin by the influx
of the Kamiah Creek, we beheld the best of evidence of Indian civilization in the
numerous farms on botil sides of the river and along the creek, dotted with real houses,
and well fenced and planted.
. That night we stopped at Mr. Fee's boarding-school. Here is a church, a nice boardlll~-school, a class of teachers taught under Miss McBeth's instructions, a saw and
gn t mill and a few other buildings belonging to the subagency.
The Kamiah Indians are well dres ed and well behaved. The results so marked are
the evident fruits of the teaching referred to, the O'OOd management of the agPnt, and
the clean eparation from the influence of bad white men. Here there are plenty of
spare farms still.
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LOCATIONS-THE CLEARWATER.

The next morning, Thursday, tbe~lOth, accompanied by the agent, the Indians and
the rest of our party of the day before, we recrossed the Clearwater and went up its
billy banks (hills often properly mountains) for 16 or 18 miles, we found a country
abundant in wood, water, and grass, with plenty of land susceptible of cultivation,
some of it already fenced in patches. Here Looking Glass encouraged White Bird to
select a home for himself and his people. We left the Indians and returned for a general meeting of the treaty Indians at Kamiah. The agent and I agreed that these civilized Christian Indians, already well started in practical civilization, would exert
just the lever of influence necessary upon the wild ones now to come in.
Friday and part of Saturday (May 11 andl2) brought us back to the fort (Lapwai),
the Indians rejoining us at our half-way camp the evening of the 11th.
We found Captain Trimble's company, First Cavalry, at the fort on our return, with
a small detachment at L ewiston. Believing that the Indians had fulLy made up their
minds to comply with orders, I ordered the detachment forward to Lapwai for conven ience of supply and to strengthen the show of force ou the ground.
NEWS FROM WALLOWA.

Sunday, the 13th, I met the treaty Indians at the agency, by appointment, and participated in their religious service. While here a dispatch dated May 12 was forwarded
to me from Captain Whipple, showing that with the worst roads be had been able to
get into position about 40 miles from Lewiston, where the trail crosses the Grande
Ronde.
Sergeant. Coffey (~), First Cavalry, with a citizen for guide, had swam the Grande
Ronde with thei\' borseH. It was with much peril, for the river is here wide, full, and
torrent-like, with wa.ter very cold. Joseph's outside camp being near this crossing,
woru came speedily from his Indians of the presence of this force, so that he sought
Lieutenant Wilkinson immediately for protection and passes against it. Thus the
desired effect was evidently gained.
Monday, the 14th, we spent among the Catholic Indians, as I have before indicated.
FINAL COUNCIL.

Tuesday, the 15th, all parties come together at the fort for final adjustment. Agent
Monteith and myself explain to the Indians where tiJeir several bands are to go. White
Bird's to vicinity of Kamiah; Joseph's arrd Ha-sotiru's upon the Lapwai and the Sweetwater; and Hush-hush-cute's on the Clearwater itself, above the agency buildings. I
gave to White Bird a paper of date May 15, 1877, as follows:
"White Bird to-day has agreed to come on the Nez Perces reservation, and I believe
be means to keep his word, and do right; uo the best he can for himself and his people. Wherever be appears with proper pass from the agent of the retlervation and
with good behavior he should be treated with kindness.
·
" 0. 0. HOWARD,
"B1·igadier-General Unitecl Stales Army, Contmanding Department."
He accepted this paper with the approval of his people present, with the understanding that he shoulu have thirty days to gather in his people and stock. White
Bird heard the petition of citizens (herewith) attached and marked B and replied
substantially that when the white men sold the Indians whisky and drank it themselves, tb y both acted with fully. He had advised his people against it, but some
of them it was impossible for him to control, aml be might not be able to make them
come to Kamiah. He was told that be mnst call ou Captain Perry for help, when
he bad done his best.
When Jo epb's paper, of similar import, was offered him, be said that be ba(l decic1ecl to go above JI.amiah, on the Clearwater, for he wished to be with his friends.
After a moment's con ultation, the agent and my elf said yes. For the arrangement
reli ved u of any arbitrary d ci ion regarding Finney's and Caldwell's claim to land ,
which would nece arily be ab orb d by our first arran~ement.
A.ft r a li tle talking by IIu b-Lush-cute that indicated to u that he mi~ht be a
littl lipp ry, we couclnd d that tb aO' nt hould hold his "pap r" and give him a
li~tl nwr .ti'? a we bad not vi. it d .his ground . \Ve a()'reed up~n thirty-five days
wtth p rn11 . ton t l av a f w m n w1th a pa . to watch the <Yrowing crops (off the
r . rv lwlow L wi ton), ud to nd enou rh mor in tim to h~rv t.
f <1at : ~fay 3, tb Indian arr ut wrot m a formal r quest for aid to a. si t him in
th : r moYa] of Jo .. ph aud ~th~r roving 1 auds of r z Per es Indian to, and locate
tbl'mnpon,1h ptop rlall(l.•wttlnnth honnclariesofth N zP rc sr servation bytbe
u. ,. o . n ·h r op a I migh d m nee · ary.
'
II· nn' n w
·ur d the ohj c named, l>y per ua ion, con. train t, and such a gradual

597

GENERAL OF THE ARMY.

encircling of the Indians by troops as to render resistance evidently futile, I thought
my Gwn instructions fulfilled.
The. execution of further details I leave in perfect security to the Indian agent and
Captam Perry, whom I put into my place for this work by issuing Special Field Orders
!So. 8 (copy attached, marked C) . . This instructs co-operation with the agent, in locatmg the Indians as agreed upon, directs Captain Trimble to remain, reporting to Captam Perry till completion of details, and permits the use of the Wallowa force in case
of need. It further provides for the employment of an interpreter, who will be needed
every day f_o r the presen11.
COJ,UMBIA RIVER RENEGADES.

The "Columbia River renegades" have not shown a good disposition. Mr. Pambrun
wrote of date May 4 (copy attached marked D), that hostility is evidently intended;
that as soon as the fighting begins in the Wallowa, they are prepared to do mischief all
along the line (mea ning the Snake and in the valley of the Columbia), and that I myself was in personal danger from them.
I had letters written to the agents of the Umatilla and Yakima, giving information
o~ the favorable r esults with the non-treaty Nez Perces, stating to Agent Wilbur partiCularly that the present was a good time to bring in all the renegades, and that I
should leave the two companies of infantry at Wallula to aid him should he attempt
to secure Somahallie. An indorsement from General Sherman, telegraphed to me in
subs~ance by my adjutant-general, indicated that the Indian Department were to det~rmme, according to treaties, whether Ol' not the Indians were to be put on reservatwns, and the Army was simply to a'icl and ptotect after the decision had been made.
Upon this I did not feel justified in pushing operations against the" Columbia River
.renegades" until the Indian Department should in some way take the initiative.
The.refore I made the suggestion that Agent Wilbur be designated to act toward these
Indians as Ageat Monteith had been instructed to do with the non-treaty Nez Perces.
I may say that it will merely ~create discontent among the latter, and sooner or later
endanger the p eace of this whole region, jf the "Columbia River renegades" are suffered to roam at will. Complaints from the people are constant against them.
The principal difficulty arises from the growing necessity of restraining the Indians'
"stock," to prevent the injury of the breed among both cattle and horses. The moment white people deal with the stock according to local law, the Indians are furious
about it. Another cause is the rapid filling up of the country by emigrants from the
East,. and the necessary interruption of the Indians' meager farms along the streams.
I _believe if the operations now inaugurated in keeping with the report of the late Ind~an Commission sent to this section, be continued with vigor for a month longer, there
W:Ill be no further trouble of any importance, certainly none till some ill-disposed Indian-l.lating, avaricious settlers begin actual encroachments upon the gov0rnment reservatiOn.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. 0. HOWARD,
Brigadie1'- General Commancling.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENRRAT.,

Militw·y Division of the Pctciflc, San Francisco, Cal.
MILITARY AID ASKED BY INDIAN AGENT.

To render the action of the Indian Department complete, tbe agent at
Lapwai, who bau been charged with the work of removal of non-treaty
Indians upon the reservation, .sent me the following, dated May 3,1877:
OFFICE INDIA...'\ AGENT, NEZ PERCl'i;S h"'DIANS,

Lapwai, Idaho, May 3, 1 i7.
Sm: I would respectfully reqnest that you assi t me in the removal of Joseph's and
other roving bands of Nez Perces Indians to and locate them upon proper lands within
the boundaries of the Nez Perces reservation by the use of such troops as you may deem
necessary.
...
*
...
...
...
I am, sir, very respectfully, &c.,
JNO. B. MONTEITH,
<:nitcd tales Indian Agent.
General 0. 0. HOWARD,
Comnumdinr; Department of the Columbia.
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After my return to Portland on the 19th of May I received only favorable accounts of the conduct of the several tribes of non-treaty Nez
Perces.
'
INDIAN CHIEF SICIMI.A.H.

On May 30, Col. E. C. Watkins, inspector of Indian affairs for the Department of the Interior, having come from Washington to represent
that department in the adjustment of Iridian difficultieR. accompanied
me to Fort Vancouver, Wash., and after an interview with Skimiab, the
Columbia River bead chief, in confinement at that post, and ascertaining
that be was now peaceably disposed, Colonel Watkins and myself agreed
to release him and to permit him to accompany us, under guard, to Fort
Simcoe agency. A number of renegade Indians joined Skimiah as we
were en route from The Dalles, and accompanied us to Mr. Wilbur, the
agent at the post, where we arrived June 2.
The morning of the 4th, Colonel Watkins, Lieutenant Wilkinson, my
aide-de-camp, and myself went with Mr. Wilbur to the house of the head
chief, where a number of Yakima In~i ans met us.
PREP AR.A.TIONfj FOR COUNCIL AT FORT SIMCOE.

We sent off several messengers, including Joe Stwyre, the bead chief
above alluded to. The messengers went to various points on the Columbia River; to Smohallie'::~ camp, opposite Wallula; to Moses's, in the
vicinity of Priest Rapids; and also to Captain Pollock, Twenty-first
Infantry, encamped near Wallula, with instructions for him to hunt up
and send Mr. Pambrun, the interpreter, to Simcoe. The messengers were
to request the principal men from all the various Columbia River renegades to come at once to Fort Simcoe. Mr. Pambrun, very influential
with them, was requested to see as many as he could and hasten their
coming.
The morning of the 8th several of the Indians, ~ith Mr. Pambrun to
act as interpreter, appeared at the agency, and before nightfall there
were gathered thereCIIIEFS PRESENT AT COUNCIL :

Smohallie, Moses, t;kimiah, Thomas of Snake River, One-Eyed John,.
Calwas, and Uhief Jatoiah, with quite a number of Indians from their
several tribes, principally males.
COUNCIL MEETING.

The interview took placA just before sunset. Colonel Watkins told
them that the government directed them to come upon the reservations
and that I would enforce tbat command. Agent Wilbur also addrAssed
them, talking principally to Smoballie, wllom he now saw for the :first
time.
They were all invited to stay over Snnday and meet in another counil on :\1onday morning, after they barl bad time to di cuss matters with
ac~ othe~ and inve tigate the wonderful progre s made b,y the Yakima
n 1an m e they bad come on the reservation, calling attention to
n a farm , cbool-bou e , wagons, &c. They were invited to be presrvi ·e next day, and the invitation was accepted;.
t ~t. th religion
. h , fr1
1 ·and r n gade Indian mingling tog ther made a large and
mt r
mblag . Th fri ndly Indian. during these meeting ,
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a~ dressed their wild brethren, and urged them to give up t!Jeir "drummmg" and c~me to join them in the ranks of civilization.
~t 8 a. m., June 11, all the chiefs previously named wPre present with
·their people at the counoil.
Moses, a leading spirit among them, and indeed a fine-looking Indian,
first spoke, as follows:
MOSES'S SPEECH.

"My Indians are scattered over a large country. I cannot say what
they will do. I am ready to tread on any reservation. lf it is best for
me to go on some reservation other than this, all right. The Indians
above the Spokane, several tribes, have invited me to become their
chief~ and if they shall have a reservation, I would like to go to them."
SMOH.A LLIE'S SPEECH.

Smohallie said : "Yonr law is my law. I say to you yes, I will be
on a reservation by September 1. I have but two or three hundred
people."
THO~IAS'S SPEECH.

Thomas said: "I have about fifty Indians in all. I will go to the
Umatilla reservation by the 1st of September."
The remaining chiefs, Skimiah, One-Eyed John, and Cal was, have each
about ,the same . number of Indians as Thomas, and they made a like
agreement. All these agreements formally assented to in writing by
by the contracting chiefs.
RESULT OF COUNCIL.
I

By this short interview we believe we have secured as residents on
existing reservations,at least 500 discontented Indiap men.
JOURNEY TO FORT LAPWAI.

That same evening we journeyed thirty-five miles through the valley
of the Yakima, and the next day, by a ride of 60 miles, reached the point
where the Yakima empties into the Columbia River, having traversed
the entire length of the Indian reservation. That same night, setting
out after dark, we descended the Columbia River, as far as Wallula, in
a canoe navigated by Pambrun and two of Smohallie's Indians. We
arrived Wednesday, June 13, 2 a.m., having been on the river nearly
the whole night, and encountering no little danger in passing in the
darkness the Homely Rapids.
·
At Wallula I sent forward telegraphic accounts of oqr success thus
far, and then proceeded up the Columbia and the Snake to Lewiston.
On our arrival, at 7 a. m. of the 14th, we were met at the landing by
Captains Perry and Trimble and Lieutenant Bomus, and also by Mr.
Charles Monteith, all from the Lapwai Creek. In the afternoon our
party proceeded to Fort Lapwai.
REPORTED S1'ATUS OF NON-TREA'l'IES.

The officers, the government employes at the agency, and the frien dly
Indians all expressed the belief that the" non-treaties" intended to comply with the promises made to the agent aud myself the month previous.
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They were reported assembled at Camas Prairie, near Cotton wood
Creek, which is in the vicinity of the reservation. Many reservation
Indians were said to be with them.
A sergeant, with two men and a half-breed named Joe Roboscoe, were
sent to interview the Indians and ascertain if they were coming on the
reservation.

.

L. P. BROWN'S FIRST LETTER .

That evening, June 14, Mr. L. P. Brown's first letter, dated by mistake June 15, carne, addressed to "Col. Perry, Fort Lapwai," and gave
intimation that the Indians "are insolent, and have but little to say to
the whites," and that" all their actions indicate trouble from them."
1\ir. Brown obtained his information from a Mr. Overman.
Mr. Brown says at this time: "I do not feel any alarm, but thought it
well to inform you of what was going on among them."
An Indian (Pu-ton-ah-loo) and an Indian boy met the detachment
with Interpreter Roboscoe, whom we had sent out, somewhere in the
mountains, and all returned together in haste, reaching Fort Lapwai
between 11 o'clock a.m. and 12 o~clock noon.
FIRST RUl\fORS OF THE OUTBREAK.

Pu-ton-ah-loo was much excited, but, as nearly as· I could make out,
he reported that four white men on Slate Creek, about 30 miles beyond
1\iount Idaho, had been killed by a few Indians; that the Indians were
going to Chapman's ranch, as the best place to fight; that he heard
White Bird say the Indians were not coming on the reservation; but
that they were in camp, part on the reservation, and part outside.
ACTION TAKEN.

For the purpose of obeying my instructions to act in concert with the
Indian Department, I took the messengers at once to the agency, three
miles distant, and there the story concerning Larry Ott, of Slate Creek,
having killed an Indian, and that these murders were committed in revenge therefor, was drawn from them by Interpreter Whitman.
It appeared probable, just then, that but two or three Indians were
engaged in the murder, and that it was from private reYenge; lmt as
everything seemed to indicate trouble, we thought it best to send the
subchief Jonah and Joseph's father-in-law with all speed to the nontreaty Indians at Cllapman's ranch. These couriers returned in great
haste at 4:30 p. m., having with them Looking-Glass's brother and a llalfbreed, .rlr. West, bringing letters from Mr. L. P. Brown, at Mount Idaho,
one dated at 7, the other at 8 a.m., of tlle 15th.
L. P. BROWN'S LET'fERS-TIIE RELIABLE INFOR::V1ATION FIRST RECEIVED.

~~~ . e 1 t_ters h~ving b en the reliable information on which military
act10u wa unmed1ately taken, I will introduce them at lengtl1.
MOU."T 1DAII0 1

Friday, June 15, 1 77-7 a.m.

Fort Lapzcai:
L: t ni~h w tarted a me.. ngcr to yo11, who r<>achecl Cottonwood Rouse where be
'·a ·ontul·d an~l riven back by th Inclians. '1 be pconle of Uottonwoo<.l ~md rtook
to 'CJt.n here clnnn,. the night· were int rceptecl; all wounded or killed. Parties tllis
m runw f•>utul om· of th ·m on the prai1i .
'emMA. "J>I. •

FFICER,
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The wounded will be here shortly, when we will get full particulars; the whites
One thing is certain, we are
m the 11!-Idst of an Indian war. Every family is here, and we will have taken all the
precaution we can, but are poorly armed. ·we want arms and ammunition and help at
once; don't delay a moment. We have a report that seven whites were killed yester- day on the Salmon River. No later word from there; fear that the people are all killed,
as a party of Indians were seen coming that way last night.
Send word to Lewiston, and hasten up.
You cannot imagine people in a worse condition than they are here. Mr. ·west has
volunteered to go to Lapwai; rely on his statements.
Yours truly,
L. P . BROWN.

·~ngaged .(about 40 of them)jn getting in the wounded.

MOUNT IDAHO, Jtme 15, 1877-8 a. m.
CommancUng Officer, FoTt Lapwai :

I have just sent a dispatch by Mr. West.. half-breed. Since that was written the
wounded have come in, Mr. Day, mortally; Mrs. Norton, with both legs broken; Moore,
shot through the hip; Norton, killed and left in the road six miles from here. Teams
attacked on the road and abandoned. The Indians have possession of the prairie and
i~rea:ten Mount Idaho; all the people are here and will do the best we can; lose no
time m getting up with a force. Stop the stage and all through traveling. Give us relief,
aud arms, and ammunition. Chapman bas got this Indian to go, hoping he may get
th~ough. I fear the people on Salmon River have all been killed, as a -party was seen
g?mg that way last night. We had a report last night that seven whites bad been
klll~d on Salmon. Notify the people of Lewiston. "Hurry up"; hurry; rely in this
Indian's statements; I have known him for a long time; he is with us.
L. P. BROWN.
'
OFFIOIAL ACTION 1'AKEN.

After careful-inquiry concerning all the circumstances as given by tile
letters from Mr. West and Looking Glass's brother, I felt convinced that
every band of non-treaty Nez Perces was involved in this mischief, and
thertfore directed Captain Perry to get ready and move as quickly as
he could to the relief of the citizens of Mount Idaho and vicinity, and
also sent my aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Wilkinson, to Walla Wa1la with
all speed with dispatches, by means of which concentration of troops at
Lewiston and Lapwai and Boise City was effected. This was done with
as much speed as the telegraph and steam could make, hampered by
occasioual transportation by means of pack animals and wagons.
To complete this report and make a connected history of events it will
be neeessary to introduce here my field report made at Henry Lake,
}fontana Ter., dated August 27, 1877.
HEADQUARTERS DEPART"'IENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
In th e fi eld, Camp Ebstein, Hem·y Lake, Idaho, A1~gust 27, 1877.
COLONEL: For the information of General McDowell, and to enable him to mention
'<>ur operations in his annual report, I will furuish such brief account as I can during
an active campaign. I would like the privilege of ma,king a full and connect~d SUJ?plementary report embracing operations of other of my troops than those m th1s
column after my return to my department. You already know the steps tb.at were
taken as required by orders to put renegade Nez Perccs and other wa~dering bands of
Indians upon their proper reservations.
My efforts in conjunction with Col. E. C. Watkins, the inspector of the Interior Department, and the Indian agents concerned were apparently completely successful on
June 14th, the date of my arrival at Lapwai.
The Indians belonging to Joseph, from Wallowa; to White Bird, from Salmon River;
and to Looking Glass, from the Clearwater, were then assembled nearr Cottonwood
Creek, on the borders of the Lapwai Re erve. As they seemed to hesitate at the last
moment to fulfill the promises made to me thirty days before, I directed Capt. Davi(l
Perry, Pirst Cavalry, to send small d tachment of men thither to observe and bring
back report; detachment to start early the 13th. Meanwhile, just at dark, a citizen,
Mr. L. P. Brown, gets a letter to rue from Mount .Idaho, expressing suspicions of Indians
keeping faith.
I
:Eriuay, June 15. The detachment having proqeeded part of the way, returns at 12
m., with two Indian , much excited. TLey report four citizens on John Day's Creek
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killed. Murderers, three or four in number, had rushed into Indians' camp, and talked
excitedly. White Bird mounted his horse, rode around and avowed that the Indians
would not go on the reservation. I then go at once with the reporting Indians to
Colonel Watkins, and.Indian Agent Monteith, at Nez Perces agency. After examination, it seems to have been a private quarrel, according to India.n story. Colonel Watkins sends the head chief and Joseph's father-in-law immediately toward Indian camp.
At 4.30 p.m., these Indians, with Mr. West and Looking Glass's brother, returned with
letters from Mount Idaho, one letter dated 7, the other 8 a. m. the same morning.
These letters give detailed accounts of massacres already begun. Captains Perry's
(F) and Trimble's (H) companies of the First Cavalry, that were IJy my direction already
being prepared from first report of outbreak-these being the only cavalry within
reach for the emergency-were dispatched without delay to the scenes of disturbance.
They numbered 99 meri. As Captain Perry bad no officer with his company, unless
he took the post quartermaster, Lieutenant Bomus, Lieutenant Theiler, Twenty-first
Infantry, was detailed to his command. The troops marched all night', found the Indians gone from Cottonwood, so proceeded on to Grangeville, and thence, after an
hour's rest, through the next night to the head of White Bird Canon. Having made
a forced march of upwards of 70 miles, with the loss of two nights' sleep, they came in
sight of the Indian camp, a few miles below in the calion.
Assisted by eleven volunteers from Mount Idaho; Captain Perry proceeds at once to
assault the Indians, that everybody expects are hastening with all speed to cross the
Salmon. Unexpectedly the assault is not successful. The Indians turn the left flank
of the command, and with more than double Perry's num!J ers force him to retirefrom
his position and to return fighting all the way to Grangeville . His losses are 33 enlisted men and one commissioned offi cer, Lieut enant Theiler, killed. This battle occurred, as I have indicated, the 17th of June. I refer to Captain Perry's report for a
detailed account of the engagement. More than twenty people on Camas Prairie,
White Bird Creek, and vicinity had been reported as murdered, accompanied in several cases with horrible outrage, so that the terror and excitement in the whole community were extreme. This precipitated the encounter, and I have only high commendation for the conduct of Captain Perry and his officers for an effort that deserved
better results. He remained with his remnant at Grangeville till re-enforced and resupplied. Meantime at 5 p. m., June H), I start my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant M. C.
Wilkinson, to telegraph orders from Walla Walla, W. T., and to send dispatches to
Wallowa by messenger, so as to concentrate at Lewiston a sufficient forc e to make the
effort successful beyond doubt against the treacherous ban<ls now combined.
Friday, June 22d, having assembled at Lapwai, Whipple's (L) and Winters's (E)
companies of cavalry, that had marched over 200 miles in 6 days, Pollock's (D), Bltonhead's (I), Miles's (E), Jocelyn's (B), Haughey's (H) companies of Twenty-first Infantry, and Miller's Company E, of Fourth Artillery, armed as infantry, making an
effective force for the field of 227 men, I deemed it best to take the field at once in
person, so as to operate carefully till the remainder of my troop~ could be concentrated
and brought up.
·
From the direction the Indians were taking, and from information, I saw the necessity of interposing some force at once between the renegade Nez Perces and the Weiser
Indians. This was to be done by organizing a force at Boise City un<ler Major Green,
First Cavalry, and moving it to Weiser River. He was to draw his forces from Boise
and Harney, and looked to General McDowell for re-enforcement from the military division. Bendire's company, First Cavalry, was sent direct from Harney to the Weiser
country, and was in position on the 29th of J nne in season to efl'ect the object desired.
The other troops, of which I shall hereafter speak, three companies of cavalry and
three of infantry, were more slowly brought together from great distances, so that
Green did not commence his northward march from Boise until the lOth of July. My
immediate comman<l arrives at Norton's ranch, 4:3 miles, the 23d of June. The 24th I
send Trimble's small company to re-enforce a few citizen families that were protecting
them elves on Slate Creek by a temporary barricade. I hoped that this post at Slate
Creek would check the Indians in that direction, serve to occupy their attention, preventing further outrages there and beyond, while I was moving on them more directly.
'I he 25th I moved my command hy two routes to Johnson's ranch, some 4 miles from
the head of White Bird Calion . The 26th with my wboJe force I made a reconnaissan e into the caf•on and beyond Captain Perry' battle-fieJcl.
aptain_P ag , with orne twenty volunteers from \Valla Walla that bad joined me
a: _!.-apw.al move<l a~on~ the ere ·t of the mountain-ridge on the right of White Bird
anon, till he came m 1ght of the country beyoncl the Salmon. He discovered and
rf'port d the en my in fore . After buryi g the dead found on the battle-field
(P~rry ) and in the ra;vin sleacling to the rear, w r turned to camp .
.Jnn 27th and ~th marchefl to tho cro ing of th , <tlmon about a mile and a half
• l:ov he month of Wbi~e Bird. 'J')HI ?Oncl fore 'l'hrockm~rton's (M), Rodn y's (D),
B.mc~of · (A). and 1om. s (G), ompamc of Fourth Artillery, an<l Burton's (C), coroJ>:my \' uty-ht. t Infantry coll cted at Lapwai, h r join d the advance, making in
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all. an e~ective force of 400 men. In the afternoon Indians charged to the river, a .
bnsk skumisb ensued, after which they left the valley for the heights beyond.
:rbe 29th Lieutenant Miller, First Cavalry, is sent with trains to Lapwai for supplies, and is escorted by Captain Perry's company and Page's volunteers returning
home. The Salmon River is at this time high and t_h e current very swift, so that it
t~kes a.ll. day of July 1st to cross the command. Captain Trimble gets over opposite·
h1s positiOJ?- on Slate Creek. The evening of the 29th positive information is obtained
that. L~okmg Glass, who, with his people, had stood aloof from the hostiles, had been
fur.n~sbmg re~enforcements to thein of at least twenty warriors, and that he proposed
to J~m them m person, with all of his people, the :first favorable opportunity.
His grounds for cultivation lay near the mouth of the south fork of the Clearwaterr ·
supposed to be about 40 miles from our present position. With a view- of preventing
tb~ completion of this treachery, I sent Captain Whipple, commanding his own and
Wmt~r's companies, and the Gatling guns, with instructions to make a forced march,
surpnse and capture this chief and all that belonged to him.
Ca~tain Whipple made the ;march, :finding it at least 10 miles longer than anticipated,
an.d d~d not make his attack until next morning. With a short parley and a brisk
skirmish the Indians escaped. Between six and seven hundred ponies were captured
and the Indian lodges destroyed. The loss of the ponies and the attack unfortunately
had the effect to give prompt re-enforcement to those who were fighting, and caused mesome disappointment. •
:Whipple's command the evening of the 1st of July reached Grangeville, where be rece~ved an order from me to march to Norton's ranch, on the Cottonwood, where Captam Perry's company, returning with supplies, was to join him the 3d.
The object of this movement -was to meet the enemy and hold him in check should
he anywhere attempt to recross the Salmon and turn upon my communications, which
he ~?uld probably do as soon as I crossed and pursued him, since the report of B~ndire's
positiOn kept him from going south, while my troops and those at Slate Creek bmdered
a return on the front and left.
.
The 2d of July we ascended the mountain after forming junction with Captain Trimble's command, now consisting of his own company and McConville's twenty volunteers. Another small company of mounted volunteers, under Captain Hunter, bad joined
me from the vicinity of Dayton, ViT. T. The ascent was by a blind trail, exceedingly
s~eep and difficult, and rendering a march of not more than 10 miles equivalent to three
times as much on an ordinary road.
A heavy rain followed by thick clouds so impeded the command that several pack~ules were kmed by rolling down the mountain, and the greater pa.rt of tw~ days spent
m completing the ascent. Several caches of Indian supplies were found about half-way
up and destroyed. Abundant Indian trails showed which way the enemy had goner
VIz, toward our right. The first destination, whether by Canoe Encampment to Snake
?ountry or to one of the lower crossings of the Salmon, is yet uncertain. Besides finishI~g the march the 3d of July, a reconnaissance is made by Lieutenant Fletcher, my
aide-de-camp, for 10 miles.
·
·
The 4th we reached the vicinity of Rocky Canon. Here news is brought me that ~e·
enemy, probably part of his force joinin~ Looking Glass, had recrossed the Salmon and
turned ·back, crossing my communicatiOn beyond Norton's ; that Captain Whipple
had sent out Lieutenant Rains and ten men in advance of his own reconnaissance on
the 3d; that Rains, with the ten brave men, had been ambushed and all killed; that
there was also fighting on this day when the couriers left.
I sent Hunter's and McConville's volunteers immediately by the way of Rocky Canon
to re-enforce Whipple's (now Perry's) command, the latter having r eached Cottonwood
one day later than expected.
C~ptain Whipple had made a prompt and gallant movement toward Lapwai, succeedmg in bringing in the supplies with Perry's escort in safety, though surrounded by
300 Indians. It was the next day after the arrival of Captain Perry that 17 citizens
(volunteers), having started of their own accord from Mount Idaho to re-enforce the
c~valry, were attacked by the Indians en ?'Ozde, losing their captain and several men
killed and wounded, cot far from Norton's. Complaint has been made that our troops
were slow in going to their rescue. Captain Perry, whose gallantry at the White Bird
battle is undenied, has demanded a court of inquiry. I shall receive the official reports
and the investigation of the court, and will forward them as the best record and judgment. I may say, however, that reasonable caution under the circumstances, in the
presence of a superior force of the enemy, wa to be expected.
r_r:he reason I did not cross my whole force immediately at Rocky Calion was that I
beheV'ed from the reports that the euemy was making only a raid, and that his main
camp, with women, children, and plunder, was yet on or near the Snake River. Therefor;- I deemed it best, with my footmen and Trimble's company, to pursue his main
trml.
T~e 5th of July brought ns to Craig's Ferry, where it became evident that all the
Indians had passed back and taken the trail toward the Cottonwood, 16 miles distant.
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At first I hoped by a prompt crossing to join Perry and throw my whole force upon
the enemy before he could reach the Clearwater or pass my front to Wallowa, if such
were his intention; but having no boats, a raft bad been constructed from the timber
·of a cabin near the ferry.
.
Our first attempt the morning of the 6th to cross the river (here a perfect torrent)
1ost us our raft, which tumbled down the rapids at a swift rate, with all on board, for
three or four miles.
About this time by Indian couriers I ascertained that the enemy had already passed
from the Cottonwood to the Clearwater, so that my shortest line was to turn back via
White Bird Canon. That evening we again ascended the mountain, making six (6)
miles by dark.
The evening of the 8th my head of column had reached Grangeville. Here McCon-ville, who after a visit to Norton's bad escorted the wounded volunteers to Mount
Idaho, reorganized by forming a battalion consisting of his own, Hunter's, and the
Mount Id aho companies. He had proposed to me in writing to make a reconnaissance
in force toward Kamiah, and now made report.
He said: "We occupy a strong position six (6) miles from Kamiah, on a hill, where
we can see the enemy near the Clearwater, three or four miles further from Kamiah."
I resolved upon this information to take Whipple's route to Looking Glass's camp
via Jackson's Bridge, with the hope of taking the enemy in reverse.
About twenty volunteers were sent directly to McConville, and he was urged to bold
steadily where he was until I could get into position. This he did until the 11th July,
when the volunteers left their position and went to Mount Idaho.
The 9th of July (the cavalry from Norton's having joined us the evening before), I
proceeded four ( 4) miles beyond Jackson's Bridge, and here waited one clay for the
infantry and artillery, a portion of which was still en Toute from the Salmon. Several
companies of Miller's and Miles's battalions made a march, from the evening of the 9th
to the evening of the lOth, of 38 miles, without halt, being assisted in part by a few
wagons, and r ejoined me.
The next day, the 11th, we marched from this camp at 7 a.m., following the ridge
between the forks of the Clearwater.
About 12 o'clock my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Fletcher, discovers the enemy in a
<leep ravine near mouth of Cottonwood Creek.
Numbers of horses and a few Indians are seen. I sent Captain Trimble's company,
accompanied by an aide-de-camp, to watch toward the front and right, while I rode to
the bluff at the left, and saw plainly the hostiles, who, judging from their motions, had
just discovered our approach.
By one o'clock a howitzer, maneuvered by Lieutenant Otie, Fourth <Artillery, and
two Gatling gnus were firing toward the masses of Indians below. They were running
their horses up the South Fork on both banks near the river, and driving their stock
as fast as possible beyonu our range. In ten minutes it was impossible to reach them
longer, owing to the craggy mountain shores back of and close by the river border.
My guide, Mr. Chapman, assures me that they can escape only by a calion on my left,
which makes a small angle with the river and leads toward my rear.
The next bluff in that direction was beyond a deep and rocky transverse ra;vine perpendicular to this canon . I instantly order my howitzer battery and Gatling guns,
supported by Winters's cavalry, to go thither with all speed.
Around the head of the ravine our distance was over a mile, the enemy having less
than a third to go, so we found him dismounted and in position already on our approach, beyond the second bluff, while some thirty or forty mounted Indians galloped
just beyond range to compass my left. For a few minutes I feared the result of this
attempt, when just in time, Major Mason, Twenty-first Infantry, department inspectorgeneral, appeared clo e by with Burton's company of infantry, having anticipated
my order (at every juncture Major Mason thus has supplemented my effort ). This
company deploying to the right enabled Winters to take care of his left. Firing now
became very brisk. My line was extended to the left by the cavalry and to the right
by the infantry and artillery battalions, grauually refusing my flanks until the whole
was enveloped. Four hundred men held a line of two miles and a half in extent. My
main pack-train llacl pa sed by this positil)n. A small train wi h a few supplies was
on the road near r u . .
The Indian flankers by their rapid movement strnck the rear of the small train,
killed woof the packer~; and di abled a couple of mnles loaded with howitzer ammunition. The prompt fire from Perry's and \Vhipple's cavalry saved the ammunition
ft·om. capt me. I he d previou ly en tan orderly to conduct the trains within my lines ;
th h rc .ons tof th Indian r quiring greater haste. Lientenant\Vilkinson, aide-de;at.np, lJeuw · nt, brou~rht in the trains und r cover of Rodney's (artillery) and
rnnhle ( caYalry) ompan i . .
'~ h ncm~· man if t e.· tr ordinary boldness, planting sharp-shooters at available
pom~ makmg ·harrre. on foo and on hor eback with all manner of savarre deruonta wn · 1b · c att ·mpt ar .· nee . :fully re ·isted at every part of tbo line. At 3.30

GENERAL OF THE ARMY.

605

P· m. a spirited counter-charge is made on the right, down into a ravine, by Companies
H (Haughey's), D (Pollock's), E (Miles's), and B (Jocelyn's), Twenty-first Infantry,
~ and part of E, Thurth Artillery, participating. Captain Miles commanding themfant_ry battalion, supported by Captain Miller's artillery battalion, led in this charge.
Captam Bancroft, Fourth Artillery, and Lieutenant Williams, Twenty-first Infantry;
were wounded about this time; A number of Indians were killed and several wounded
in this charge, and the ravine cleared.
Captain Miller a little later led a second charge near the center, Burton, Haughey;
~ltonhead, and ·winters with their companies participating. Lieutenant Wilkinson;
aid~-de-camp, by my direction, meanwhile, led a demonstration on the right, using
a:rtillery and infantry and every available man from the cavalry, horse-holders, order-hes, e~tra-duty men, and train. Lieutenant Fletcher, acting aid-de-camp, also using
a ho~1tzer at this and at several other times during the battle, did effective service b;)"'
lodg~ng shells within the enemy's barricade.
Miller's charge gained the ridge in front and secureathe disputed ravine near Win·
ters's left. Further spasmodic charges on the left by the enemy were repelled by
Perry's and Whipple's cavalry, dismounted, and Morris's artillery, Company G. Yet a
few Indian .<>harp-shooters managed to so annoy every man who approached the spring,
our water-supply, that in spite of our successful charges matters were not very bright
at dark. During the nigh"(j stone barricades and ritle-pits were constructed by ours~lves and the enemy. At daylight the 12tb, every available man was on the line. I
directed that food should be cooked and coffee made at the center and carried to the
front, but we had first to get complete possession of our spring, as sufficient water was
n?t secured in the night. This was executed by Captains Miller and Perry, using
LI~utenant Otis's battery, supported by Rodney's company. 'fhe sharp-shooters were
dnven from their hiding places and the spring secured against recapture. As soon as
ev:ery man had been provided with food, I directed that the artillery battalion be
Withdrawn entirely from the lines, thin though they were already, and that the lines
be held by the infantry and cavalry battalions. It may be remembered that the number of the Indian warriors and the number of men that I could put on the line were
~bout equal, owing to the fact that with us a large number are necessarily absorbed
.
m holding the horses and jn performing extra duty.
Captain Miller withdrew his battalion at about 2.30 p. m. (the time I had selected),
~nd was preparing to execute this movement, viz, to push out by the left flank, piercmg the enemy's line just left of the center, cross his barricaded ravine, then face suddenly to the right and charge, striking the Indian position in reverse, assisting himself
by a howHzer .
. As he was about to move, a dust appeared 'in the distance beyond the Indians' positiOn. Our glasses revealed it as an expect,ed supply-train, escorted by Captain Jackson's company, B, of the First Cavalry. Immediately the artillery battalion is sent to
meet the new-comers. With a little skirmishing and delay of an hour, the train was
brought in in safety.
Major Keeler, of General McDowell's staff, accompanies the escort and brings
us cheering words from his general. His subsequent generous aid will not be forgotten.
Then at mice Captain Miller, inst-e ad of returning to our position with the train, is
marching slowly in column by the right :flank toward us; when just at the right point
he faces quickly to the left, moves steadily for nearly a mile across our front, and
charges the enemy's position. The usual attempt to double his left is made by the
Indians, when a reserved company (Rodney's) in Miller's rear deploys and flanks the
flankers. For a few minutes there is stubborn resistance at the enemy's barricades ..
'fhen the whole line gives way. Immediately the pursuit is taken up by the infantry
and artillery and Winters's cavalry company, dismounted, and the remaining cavalry
as soon as they can saddle aud mount. Captain Jackson's company, just arrived, followed the Gatling gun in support at a trot as far as the bluff overlooking the river.
The howitzers are brought to the same point with Trimble's company, and shot and
shell poured into the retreating masses of Indians and ponies .
. They are closely pursued through the ravines into the deep canon, thence to the
rrver, over rocks, down precipices, and along trails almost too steep and craggy to
t~averse. The footmen pursued them to the river opposite the Indian camp. The
nver being too deep and rapid for the men to ford, they here waited for the cavalry
under Captain Perry.
The cavalry worked its way as rapidly as it could from its positioo on the left down
the rugged mountain steeps to the deep ford, and crossed slowly into the Indian camp,
an~ was strongly posted beyond it, while the Gatling guns and the howitzers, near
~hwh I was observing, were doing theil' best to reach the Indians, who were fleeing
lD every direction up the heights to the left of Cottonwood Creek and beyond the
Clearwater.
At this time (about 5 p.m.), I was following up the movement, descending a steep
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trail when about half way down the mountain side I discovered a number of the warriors' apparently returning to'I\Tard their camp from the Cottonwood ravine, at least 3
miles from us. I warned Captain Perry, and directed him to immediately carry over
the footmen with his horses . .
While doing this, time was consumed, and the Indians ha~ turned east_ward, crossed
the Cottonwood Canon, and under cover of a transverse ravme got wellm advance of
us, so that I concluded to pos.tpone further pursuit until the next morning.
The Indian camp abandoned in haste had the~r lodges still standing filled wit.h their
efl'ects, blankets, buffalo-robes, cooking utensils (food cooking on the fire), flour, jerked
beef, and plunder of all descriptions. The wounded and dead horses showed that our
artillery had reached their camp. I reported at the time fifteen Indians killed and a
large number wounded.
After that, 8 dead were found on their trail, of those who died from mortal wounds,
making for this battle 23 warriors killed; and -there were at least twice as many
wounded. Twenty-three prisoners, warriors, and 17 women and children were subsequently secured in the pursuit. Our loss was 2 officers and 22 enlisted men wounded,
and 13 kil1ed.
I have denominated this battle of the 11th and 12th of July as the "Battle of the
South Fork of the Clearwater." The Nez Perces fought with skill and the utmost
obstinacy. Their nnmbers were a,bou t 300 warriors, aided by their women, who formed
for them a substantial reserve. My force engaged amounted, in effectives, to 400.
The conduct of our troops, officers, and men, during this battle, could not have been
better. No man was seen to leave his post of duty from alarm, and the movements
were spirited and confident throughout.
The 13th, as soon as the battery could be brought down from the trail where it was
{)bstructed and left at dark the evening before, the pursuit was resumed by all the
troops, except Winters's company, which was to finish burying the dead and escort the
wounded to Grangeville. As soon as we reach the heights above Kamiah, we see that
the enemy's families, their stock and effects, are mostly across the Clearwater, about a
mile above the ferry .. We press down the trail as rapidly as possillle, and move the
advance in two columns at a trot to the place of crossin.g, Captain Jackson's company
leading on the left road, and the rest of the cavalry on the right. When Jackson
reached the river, the last warrior had gotten over and well up the other bank.
The Gatling guns and musketry were used profusely from our side, but w ith little
apparent effect, except to increase the rapidity of the enemy's retreat. As Perry's and
Whipple's cavalry were passing a high bluff, which was beyond the river, a brisk fire
was opened by the enemy for a few minut.es, throwing this cavalry into considerable
confusion for a time, but without loss. We learned that the enemy had intended from
behind barricades and natural cover to meet us near the river, but our resolute and
rapid approach, after their defeat the day before, they could not withstand; so they
jumped upon their skin rafts, already overloaded, and swam over, occasioning the loss
of many of the supplies which their women bad saved and brought off from their camp
t~e day before. One enlisted man, only, was slightly woundt~d in the skirmish at the
nver.
The 14th was spent in rer..onnoitering. The 15th I started a column of cavalry with
intention of ascending the heights to the rear, as if en 1·onte to Lapwai, to move 20
miles down the Clearwater to Dunn well's Ferry, and crossing there, to attempt to gain
the trail to the rear of the Indians, as they were encamping in plain sight, not more
than 4 miles from Kamiah. I bad not proceeded more than 6 miles before the Indians
began their retreat in good earnest along theLo Lo trail. Therefore, leaving Captain
Jackson with his company and a few volunteers who had ju t returned to me, to watch
Dnnnwell's Ferry, I returned to Kamiah and prepared at once to move my entire command over the river.
My own return was hastened by a request, said to be sent in from Joseph, asking on
what. t~rms he could surrender. While I was talking with his messenger, not far from
the nver, a shot was fired from the enemy upon our picket near by. The messenger
him elf and his family and some others subsequently surrendered, but not Joseph.
It was doubtless a ruse to delay our movements, but it did not affect them .
The 17th I nt Major Mason, of my staff, in command of the cavalry, Indian scouts,
and McConville s volunte rs, to pursue the ho tiles for two marches. The trail is
xc dingly difficult, and pa es mostly over wooded mountains the woods being
fill <l with fa11 n timb r. Tbi enables the Indians to form amb~scades with ease .
. 1ajor Ia on foll wed the enemy to within 3 mile of Oro :E ino Creek ; hi scouts ran
lllto th
n my r m guard. Thr e of them were disarm d and 1 wounded and 1
ld~l cl.
n of he n m. was kill d, and two pack-animals captured. Having accom1'1.' h cl ash b li ved the object of hi mov ment, and fwding the trail unfit for action
With th :~val~y, wbcr a mall r ar guard conld ea ilythrow them into confu ion, he
c·on ;Incl. cltt w1.-. to return, so that, at a,, m. th 1 tb, the pursuing column returned
to h.anHah. Th1. really uded th campaign within the limits of my department.
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I ?Ount some of the results as follows:
. Ftrst. From Perry's battle, 17th June, all murders of citizens by the Indians immediately cease, their attention being fully occupied by the troops.
Second. The hostiles are kept in constant motion. They are prevented from going
southwa:d; forced from the country between the Salmon and the Snake; their treacherous alhes under Looking Glass defeated, and lodges destroyed, and 600 ponies captured.
':f'hird. They are anticipated in their plans at Cottonwood, met by troops at every
p~mt, and fina.Uy, by our forced marching on inner lines, brought to battle and defeated
With loss.
Fo~rth. They are then iwmediately pursued, and faintly attempt to make a stand at
Kamtah, on our side of the river, 1but again are driven, with loss of provisions and
morale.
Fifth. '!'hey are then prP-ssed beyond the river along the Lo Lo brail, their fightingforce havmg been reduced at least one-third, till it is certain that the main body of the
murderous hostiles have departed for the "buffalo country" aud the Department of the
Columbia freed from their presence.
This completes the first period of the campaign against the hostile Nez Perces.
SECOND

PERIOD.-Carnpaign withou,t the depm·Mnent.

My first plan, which I commenced the morning of July 19 to execute, was to leave a
smal~ garrison at Kamiah, proceed with my fighting-force by t.he way of the Mullan road
to Mtssoula, Mont., picking up twenty days' supplies at Lewiston en TO!tte. I believed
that Major Green with his Boise force would arrive within a week, and sufficiently
guard Camas Prairie and neighboring country against any small scouting parties
tha~ the hostiles might have left behind: and I knew, further, that Colonel Wheaton's
regiment (Second Infantry) would reach Lewiston in season to keep everything quiet
to the north and west among the discontented renegades of other tribes. I was halfway to Cold Spring with the cavalry-artillery and infantry being already therewhen messages came to me from Colonel Watkins and Mr. Monteith, the Indian in~pector and agent, that the Indians were turning back toward Kamiah; and soon after
from the Hon. S. S. Fenn, that parties of Indians were burning houses along the North
Fork of Clearwater; and from Captail} Throckmorton, commanding at Kamiah, that
they were threatening his position; a little later from James Sawyer, head chief of the
l~amiahs, that several hundred of his people's ponies had just been stolen by the hostJles.
I now know that the alarm was occasioned by a small observing party that had followed our cava.Jry on its return from the Lo Lo trail, and that the only mischief done
by ~hem was the stealing some of the Kamiah Indians' horses. But at the time, the
excitement was too real to admit of my leaving the vicinity, till Green or Wheaton
should arrive. I moved my command to Croesdale's farm on Camas Prairie, a point
about equidistant from Norton's at the Cottonwood, from Rocky Cafion on the Salmon,
from Mount Idaho, and from .the forks of the Clearwater, and only sixteen mites from
Kamiah; here I waited, gathering in my supplies .
Having modified my plan, I embodied it in General Field Orders No.3, as follows:
"HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA, IN TiiE FIELD,

'' Carnp A. Sully, Idaho T., July 23, 1877.
[Gen eral Field Orders No. 3.]

"I. The hostile Indians, according to the latest information, having retreated via the
Lo Lo trail toward Montana Territory, leaving but a few families, supposably con
cealed in the rocky fastnesses of the Snake and Salmon Rivers country, it is directed" That two columns and a reserve shall operate as follows:
. ".A. The right column, personally commanded by tbe department com~ander, confns tmg of the battalion of artillery under command of Capt. Marcus P. M1ller, Fourth
Artillery, the battalion of infantry commanded by Capt. Evan Miles, Twenty-first
Infantry, and a battalion of four companies of cavalry under command of Maj George
B. Sanford, First Cavalry, will immediately upon the arrival of Major Green's force
from Boise, enter upon direct pursuit of the Indians over the Lo Lo trail. Objective
point, Missoula City, Mont.
.
. ''B. The left column, commanded by Col. Frank Wheaton, Second Infantry, consistmg of his force of infantry, increa ed by a battalion of cavalry to be commanded by
Col. Cuvier Grover, First Cavalry, and compo ed as follows, viz:
"Companies F (Perry's) and H (Trimble' ), First Cavalry, and two companies (200 )
of Washington Territory Mounted Volunteers will proceed northward by way of Hangman's Creek and Crenr d'Alene Mission. Objective point, Missoula City, Mont. The
design of this column will be:
"1. A co-operation with the right column; frequent communications to be kept up
by means of reliable couriers via the re erve column near Mount Idaho.
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"2. By overawing malcontent Indians, or occupying their attention to· prevent anJ·
re-enforcements of the hostile Indians, and should the latter attempt to return through.
the Cceur d'Alene country, to engage them.
"3. To quiet the fears and apprehensions of the settlers, that they may return to
their peaceful pursuits.
1
"4. A cordial co-operation with the officials of the Interior Department in their endeavor to settle disputes and controversies between so-called friendly Indians and
settlers.
"Colonel Wheaton will, as soon as practicable, furnish the commanding· officer of
Fort Lapwai, Idaho, with a small detachment of ten or fifteen men, and will leave a
guard at Lewiston sufficient to protect the main depot.
"Finally, recent indications of a reconcentration of fugitive hostile Indians on the·
Lo Lo trail having altered the department commander's original intention. of pursuingthe northern route in person, he desires that the commander of the left column exercise the greatest caution in the anticipation and prevention of compli'cations tending:
to cause an increase of allies, either direct or indirect, to those Indians-now actually
at war.
"C. The reserve column will be commanded by Maj. John Green, First Cavalry, and
will consist of the troops from Boise, excepting the cavalry designated to accompany
the right column, increased by L Company (Whipple's) and E' Company (.Winter's),.
First Cavalry, and a body of Warm Spring Indian scouts.
"Major Green will locate his main force at or near Croesdale's farm, Cottonwood
Creek, protecting with at least one company and two pieces of artillery the subdepot
at Kamiah, and maintaining a small outpost at Mount Idaho as a nucleus for the Mount
Idaho and Grangeville Volunteers. He will clo5ely watch, by means o:£ scouting parties and patrols, the crossings of the South Fork of the Clearwater River and Salmon·
River, e. g., the forks, Kamiah, Dunnwell's Ferry, &c., on the former, and White Bird
Creek, Rocky Calion, &c., on the latter. The country between the Salmon and Snake
Rivers, and beyond the forks of the South Fork of Clearwater River, will be thoroughly
and constantly scoured by scouting parties, its most hidden recesses probed by the
Warm Spring Indians, and any scouts, little parties, or hidiNg familieti left by the
hostile Indians, be captured and brought in. Major Green will forward promptly communications between the operating columns.
"II. The right column will move well across t.lie South Fork of the Clearwater River,
so as to be ready to take its departure from the Wey-i.pe Monday, the 30th instant,
Colonel Wheaton will endeavor to make the movement of the left column northward.
as nearly simultaneous with the movement of the right column as possible. It is desirable that any necessary delay in the left eolumn take place as far northward (near
the Ccenr d'Alene country) as possible.
"Each column will be supplied with 20 days' small rations, and will take with it a
herd of as many steers as necessary. As a general rule forage will not be carried, but
will be obtained en route.
''III. The Lewiston depot is designated as the main depot for the army in the field.
The general staff will keep it well furnished with at least three months' supplies in
advance.
"By command of Brigadier-General Howard.
'~ R. H. FLETCHER,
"First Lientenant Twenty-Fi1·st Injant1·y, A . A. D. C."
In execution of this orler, my movement commences Thursday, the 26th of July,
the first march being to Kamiah.
The 2 th, with McConville's eighteen volunteers, while the right column is assembling
and cro sing the river, I make a personal reconnai sauce to the Little Camas Prairie,
11 mile di tant, and find no signs of the families of the hostile Indians suspected to
be there. After this reconnai ance the volunteers return home. During my absence,
Major anford, Fir t Cavalry, arrives at Kamiah, with Bendire's (K), Carr's (I), and
Wagner' (C) companies. (This is the first appearance of Major Green's troops.) The
29 h of July is spent in cro. sing the cavalry and supplies and completing the preparations for· b movement over th Lo Lo trail.
Tb · Oth (Monday), the march beyond the Clearwater commences. A heavy and
con.tinuou. rain r od rs th mountainous trail slippery and exceedingly difficult. The
tra1l run for the most part through pine for t , with tbick underbrush and fallen
timl. r. Tb re are occa ional op ning . At the Cama Prairi (the Wey-ipe) there is
• grazmg and ~rood wat r. Her w enc, mp, having mad 1() mile .
Th :n t, the w ath r i l ar the trail narrow and difficult from fallen timber and
mir:v l~orr-lJol . . A our amp we bad fair grazing.
nnn ' Angus 1, 2, 3, ~nd 4 our way i: made through a rough wildern
.for
t~ !11
par alonoo what 1 all d a ''divide," or narrow and winding ere t, wi1er
uring the 4th, I am m t by
' 1iml 'c r ly gra:s nougb t k p ur animals aliv .
n' rs th: t I ba.
n t n day before from my camp at Croesdale's farm to
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Missoula. They bear to me a message from Captain Rawn, Seventh Infantry, saying
that the Indians h ad b een permitted to pass through the Lo Lo Calion, and were moving
slowly up the Bitter Root Valley, and that Colonel Gibbon was expected at Missoula
immediately. This dispatch determines me to divide my comn'1and, with the hope of
forming junction with Giboon earlier than I could with the whole.
August 5, I march the cavalry 21 miles, camping after clark at another fork of the
Clearwater, where there is not a particle of food for the animals.
Bofore breakfastin g the 6th, the command moves at dawn till grass is reached at
Summit Prairie. After grazing for a few hours, we push on to Hot Springs, where
we met a messenger from Colonel Giobon himself. He had left Missoula the 4th, and
was in pursuit of the hostiles. He wishes, if possible, I get to him a hundred cavalry.
The same night I dispatch two couriers to let Colonel Gibbon know that I am making
the longest possible marches with my cavalry, and will press it in person, bringing him
two hundred instead of one.
The 7th, from Hot Springs, I send an aide-de-camp ahead to Missoula, to secure forage
and other supplies, and have them meet us at the mouth of the Lo Lo Fork of the Bitter
Root, so that th ere shall be no delay in the march. This day the trail is found to be
even more trying to the :;tnimals than before, but we came at the end of 22 miles out
of the timber and mountain trail into excellent grazing.
August 8, leaving the camp by dawn, we soon reached Captain Ra,wn's fortifications,
now vacant, in the Lo Lo Canon, and are shown by a citizen where the Indians ascended
the heights on his right and passed his flank without hinderance. He :Q.ad about twenty-five regular troops, with about two hundred volunteers.
I t seems that the Indians really negotiated their way by promising the citizens that
they would do them no harm if perrnitt,ed to pass by unmolested. Captain Rawn thought
it wiser under the circumstances to let them go than attempt a fight, which he feared
would be disastrous. The position was a, very strong one, and it is to be regretted that
the Indians could not have been met and driven back upon me. It was with a hope
of such a result that I had sent dispatcltes in ad vance as soon as the Indians started
~pon the Lo Lo trail. In truth, I should have been in Missoula b.Y the northern route
Ill season had I not been detained by the reports of the return of the hostiLes after they
~ad started 'for Montana. This day our supplies met us as provided, and we succeeded
m making a march upon good roads of ~4 miles.
The 9th we proceetted up the Bitter Root Valley, making a little over twenty miles,
. the cavalry horses being too weak to go farther. We got word from some citizens
returning concerning Gibbon's progress. He had passed beyond Ross's Hole and was
making rapidly in wagons for Big Hole Valley in close pursuit.
The morning of the lOth, feeling very anxious to form junction with Gibbon or communicate with him, I have 20 of the best horses picked out, 5 from each company, under
command of Lieutenant Bacon, First Cavalry, and take this detachment with tile In- ·
dian scouts, 17 in number, as escort, and ride all day from 4 a. m., generally at a trot.
making at sundown 5::3 miles; the last 16 miles was over the Rocky Mountain divide.
Here I found myself from 15 to 18 miles from Colonel Gibbon's position. Seven volunteers who had left after his battle met us on the road just before we encamped,
and give a fearful picture of matters at the front. They report that Colonel Gibbon had
been successful at :first in yesterday's battle, but that the enemy had ralli.ecl and driven
him into a dangerous position, taken his artillery, cut off his supplies, and killed and
wounded more than half of his force, inclutling all of his officers but one, and that he
:vas in distress, without blankets or food, or a medical officer. I knew that men escapmg from the :field invariably exaggerate the horrors of a battle, and made due allowance,
ou this account, for their stories. Yet I was intensely anxious for Gibbon's command
till I came in sight of it, between nine and ten the next day. H is wagons were near
his fortified camp, his men were bathing and washing their clothes at the creek, and .
the horses grazing quietly in the bottom. There was no sign of an enemy in the vicinity.
On reaching his position, which was on a wooded point just above the willow bottom,
:we found Colonel Gibbon's command, covered by small barricades, with many wounded,
Includin~ Colonel Gibbon himself, but all cheerful and confident as troops are wunt to
be who nave remained in position and slept on the field of battle. 'l'hey had saved
their supplies at the reserve camp, excepting about 2,000 rounds of ammunition captured while en 1·oute to the front . After his first successful assault at dawn on the
9th, Colonel Gibbon had withdrawn to this point, and bad been very much annoyed
by Indian sharp-shooters posted in favorable posit.ions above and beyond him, some of
them being between him and his supply-camp. When in this condition, the evening of
the 9th, Sergeant Sutherland, Company B, First Cavalry, whom I had sent from Hot
Springs, Lo Lo trail, reached him and reported that I was coming. Colonel Gibbon
said this gave them great encouragement and the men cheered. Ahead of us, durin()'
the last 10 or 12 mile•, the fre h moccasin-tracks of an Indian scout indicated that th~
ho til s were appri ed of my approach, o that though we were not permitted to participate in the battle, which evid ntly did the Indians much damage, yet our extraordinary r11arch es and early approach were not lost, for the Indians had abandoned
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their apparent advantage and left Colonel Gibbon's position at eleven o'clock t he night
before our arrival. When I met the seven volunteers from Gibbon's battle, the evening
of the !Oth, a messenger was immediately dispatched who went back 40 miles to order
forward the cavalry. A messenger from Colonel Gibbon's supply-camp was sent me by
Sergeant Sutherland, who, taking another route, passed on to my camp without meeting me. Major Mason, in charge, sends back to the infantry, at least two marches in
rear, to hasten forward, and moves on with the cavalry, coming up on the afternoon
of tlw 12th. Colonel Gibbon had also sent a dispatch, begging that a medical officer
be sent to him. This dispatch also passed me by en route. Surgeon C. T. Alexander and
Assistant Surgeon Fitzgerald, being present with the cavalry, made the ride of 53 miles
without rest, reaching Gibbon's camp ten hours before the command. They were
thanked by the colonel for the prompt, effective, and generous aid which they rendered
to more than 30 wounded officers and men .
The next day, the 13th of August, Colonel Gibbon, with t.he wounded, starts for Deer
L odge, detailing to accompany my cavalry fifty of his command under Captain Browning, Seventh Infantry. Hoping to overtake the enemy before he gets beyond the Bi~
Hole Valley, I engage to permit this company to return home from Bannock City, 60
miles dist,ant. I march 2:~ miles and pitch camp, and here I am overtaken by Captain
Wells's and Lieutenant Humphrey's companies, :fifty strong, in wagons. A co urier arrives from Horse Prairie with the story that eight men had been murdered uear the
head of that valley the night before ; that the enemy, instead of passing near Bannock
City, had left the Big Hole country by a pass to Horse Prairie, farther to the right,
called Bloody Dick Canon.
From my full conviction that the Indians were working toward their old haunts in
the buffalo country, and were 0nly deviating to blind our pursuit and get supplies for
themselves undisturbed by large settlements, I resolved to head them off by pushing
to their left first at some point along the stage-:r:.oad from Deer Lodge to Corinne or at
Henry Lake; so, in that view, I determine to continue my march through Bannock.
Tuesday, the 14th, we march 25 miles. More messengers arrive from Horse Prairie,
bearing a letter from Sheriff Bray. The Indians left the head of Horse Prairie, bearing
to the right, and went directly through the Stephenson's Canon pass toward the j unction in Lemhi Valley; a few hostile raiders having secured some 200 horses from
Horse Prairie; also some straggl ing pa,r ties were reported as at the bead of the prairie
and moving as if to return to Bloody Dick Calion, and, being so near the Indians, I
dcterwincd to retain Captain Browning's command a little while longer. On the 15th,
sending Lieutenant Adams, First Cavalry, ahead to secnre supplies and forward them
to the camp, we leave Bannock City a little to our left, and march on to Barrett's
ranch. A message from Colonel Shoup, of the volunteers, shows that the Indians have
enveloped the temporary fortifications at the junction, Lemhi Valley, which contains
some forty people, and that he himself with some sixty Bannock volunteers had reconnoitertfd their camp and found them too strong for him. The Indian camp was situated west of the junction, and Colonel Shoup, with his meu, was near Fort Lemhi. I
was urged by everybody I met from Lemhi aud Horse Prairie to go straight to Lemhi,
and by Colonel Shoup to take my way by the fort . Bnt with the same COI1Viction as
ever, I knew that my pursuit of them by a stern-chase would be hopeless, should I
attempt to do this. Yet, for fear that they might murder more people before leaving
Lemhi Valley, I agreed to try and intercept them by a trail that would put me east of
their position. In the night I was relieved of my embarrassment by another courier,
bearing intelligence that the Indians had moved rapidly eastward in the direction of
Birch Creek, agreeing with the people of"tbe fortifications not to harm them. Therefore, on the loth, I continue my march for the stage-road, hoping to reach the point
where the Indians will cross it before they can, whether they emerge by Sheep Creek
Ba in or Mellicine Lodge. Two companies of volun teer11, Captains Stewart and Clarke,
had joined me the day before at Horse Prairie. As I was moving this morning a couri r comes up, brioCYiug a note from Captain Clarke, which states that these companies
have ref!olved to make two days' march into Medicine Lodge Valley and then return
home.
I immediately sent an ai<l, Lient. C. E. S. Wood, to explain my movement, and to
how them that their will be likely tore ult a a diversion in favor of the enemy, and
requ t th~t they move near my right flank, watching all approaches from the r ight.
Tb y con td r the matter, and for some reason return home. We encamp at Red Rock
tage- tation.
. n~he1?th,themarchi continu <lfor23mile toJunctionStation . CaptainBrownln"' wtth h1 command, having be n detached, et out for Deer Lodooe. A
oon a
we ar en ·amp d, M~jor anf rd, commanding th cavalry, elects forty ( 40) cavalry11
11!7 who hacl h r m the b st condition of any in the battalion and details Lient.
.or~- R. ~~a ·on, Fir t t': valry 1 to ·ommand them. I encl thi picked force, increa ed
h~
l~dt~u cout , uud r th 1rcapt~tin Mr. Orlando Robbin , with instruction to et
ont ·• nnchngbt, and proceed by I ed Rock Lak to Mynbold's Pass, near Henry Lake,
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with a 'view of intercepting and hindering the Indians should they come in that direction, or of procuring and transmitting to me ea.r ly_information of value.
This expedition was resolutely undertaken. While at the Junction, another. company of volunteers, under Captain Calloway, arrives from Virginia City, Montana, and
go into camp.
While here I am visited by the superintendent of the stage-road, Mr. Salisbury, who
informs me that the stage-line has been interrupted, and that Indians have already
been seen beyond the Dry Creek Station. Several citizen-scouts, with Mr. Charles
Carlton, are sent to .Pleasant Valley, and beyond, to watch the enemy. During the
night another agent of the road, Mr. Pollinger, rides back in haste from .Pleasant
Valley, bringing an urgent dispatch from Mr. Salisbury as to the condition of things
at the front.
I had not quite determined at this time whether to push my main -column down the
road with the risk of the Indians getting past me, they having the shorter line, or to
send it to Henry L ake by the trail north of the eli vide. On the morning of the 18th
I delay my command in camp, hoping to give the animals rest and grazing, till three
in the afternoon, but go forward myself to Pleasant Valley. While on the road my
scouts bring me word that the Indians are in force near Dry Creek Station, and that
they all have not yet crossed the road, and that turning -off at that station is the best
possible road to Henry Lake. Upon this information I sent for my command at once,
and it is moved forward with the utmost rapidity to Dry Creek Station, the rear of
the column not getting into camp until 10 p.m. Captain Norwood, with his company, L, of the Second Cavalry, who had overtaken my command in the morning before it marched, encamped at the same point with us. Part of the volunteers returned
home from the Jnnction, and the remainder came up to Pleasant Valley, and staid
there that night. Here Lieutenant Benson joins, having been sent forward, by Colonel
Gibbon with instructions to organize the volunteers and head off the Indians before
they shall emerge from Medicine Lodge; but as I had anticipated the movement, and
as the majority of the volunteers had already returned home, he asked to be assigned
to duty, and was sent as a lieutenant to Captain Norwood. The next day, Sunday,
the 19th, we leave the stage-line and take the road to onr left, soon coming into the
large Indian trail.
The command makes camp 18 miles distant, jnst across the Camas Meadows, quite
early in the afternoon, and take up a very strong natural position on the first elevated
ground which overlooks the meadows toward the west and some lava-beds toward the
~10rth and east. The cavalry was posted in line of battle covering the camp; the
mfantry in reserve near the creek, and great pains taken by my inspector, Maj. E. C.
Mason, Twenty-first Infantry, to cov er the camp with pickets in every directio11. Before night every a.nimal was brought within, the horses tied to the picket-ropes, the
.animals with the few wagons, to their wagons, and the bell-mares of the pack-trains
were hobbled. Captain Calloway's volunteers came up and encamped about one hundred yardR from me, across a creek. They are between two streams of water whose
banks were fringed l>s thickets of willows. Two or three Indians were seen by one of
our scouts just before night, but as this was an ordinary occurrence, it excited little
notice. An nnmmal feeling of security pervaded the ea.mp. My command, with Lieutenant Bacon's detachment absent, did not at this time exceed in effectiveness one
hundred cavalry and fifty infantry. This was, however, sufficient for any defensive
purpose. The enemy were encamped 16 or 18 miles farther on toward Henry Lake.
They started, as we subsequently learned', before sunset on Sunday evening, and rode,
back to our position and worked themselves carefully around our camp sending into
the herd a few skillfnl men.
'
vVhen everything was in readiness a column of fours, so much like one of our companies in movement as to deceive in the night, approached, at a walk, the picket-line
along the road; the column is challenged, but not giving satisfactory answer, the
picket fires; then immediately there is firing from every quarter. The citizens' camp
is near this approach, and many of their: horses break away, all the mules between the
two creeks are easily stampeded, and a rush is made for the other animals. Our men
are quickly dressed anu in position, our horses at the picket-ropes; the mules with
Norwood's company, most of the animals at the wagons: and at least half of the horses
of the volunteer company are saved; but the enemy escaped in the darkness wit.h
some 150 pack-animals and horses. Though there was considerable firing, some of the
bullets striking the wagons, yet fortunately but one man of the command was bit, and
he only slightly wounded. In a few minutes, as soon as I was informed of what harl
resulted, I ordered Major Sanford to have the cavalry saddle up at once and to moYe
out just as soon as it was light enough to see, and to attempt to recoYer the lost animals. Carr's, Norwood's, and Jackson's companies galloped out a few minutes later,
accompanied by Major Sanford in command. The moving column of Indians and animal could then just be discovered four or five miles away. I remained to organize the
remaining troops again tan attack still possible. The cavalrJ· succeeded in striking
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the escaping herd, and at :first recov~red at least half; but many, made wild by the
charge and the :firing, ran to the enemy. The Indians bad hastil~ prepa!ed defenses
behind some rocks, so as to envelop our bead of column at least e1ght m1les from our
camp. As Captain Carr, in the advance, charged upon the Indians who were driving
the mules, his company received the sudden :fire from this posit.ion. This checked our
onward movement. Norwood and Carr went into position n early abreast of each
other, while Jackson with his company came up oti the right. Now the skirmish became quite general. Sanford'~ left was turned by a considerable force, and to protect
himself, be ordererl his men to draw back. Soon his right was also turned and threatened, so that tbere w~:~s danger of his being cut off from camp; therefore be hastened
to retire from an untenaule position. Captain Norwood began to fulfill the order simultaneously with the rest, when, :finding himself pressed too bard to do it with safety, he
selected a defensive position and remained, repelling the enemy from every side. As I
received word at camp of tbe position of affairs at the front, I took Captain Wells's
company of infantry and Wagner's company of cavalry, and one howitzer under Lieutenant Otis, Fourth Artillery, and pushed forward till I came np with Sanford's line.
Reorganizing it, with the infantry on the right, we moved slowly forward till we came
to Norwood's position, where for a time be bad really been cnt off from the rest of the
troops. In the engagement, Lieutenant Benson, serving with him, and 5 enlisted men
of his company were wounded. One enlisted man of Jackson's company was kille.d
and one of Carr}s wounded. As I am not prepared to push the pursuit farther at th1s
time, we return to camp, arriving about ;~ p. m. The battalions of infant.ry and artillery overtake me in the eYening about 7 o'clock. They had that day made t.be extraordinary march of forty-six miles, by alternating in the use of wagons. They were
stimulated to this activity by hearing of the attack upon my advance.
The 21st, the command advances eighteen miles, the wounded, escorted by the volunteers, taking the road to the r~>ar by the way of Dry Creek to Virginia Cit.y (five of
t,he volunteers, however, accompanied me on t.he march as far as Henry Lake). Durjng- the day's march we were overtake.n by several Bannack Indians from Fort Hall,
followed in the night by Captain Bainbridge, Fourteenth Infantry, with more Indian
:scouts, incrensing the number t.o :fifty. These, he told us~ were sent by direction of
General Crook to report to me and assist me against the hostiles. The scouts were
und er the immediate charge of Mr. Fisher, Captain Bainbridge merely coming to
see them safely under my command.
.
Next day we make a long march, a.nd camp 0~1 the North Fork of the Suake River m
a glade closely hemmed in by the thick woods. The Indians were supposed to be near
by , and there were rumors of anotl.Hir attempt at a night attack, which kept the command on the qni vive and prevented the nsual rest. I resolved to make one more
effort to overtake and attack the hostiles before they got beyond Henry Lake, so that
we were np at 2 a.m., and on the road before dawn. By 8 a. rn. our Indian scouts, with
th e column following in sight, bad reached the Tachee Pass, through which the road
runs to the National Park. The hostiles bad camped at t.hi s point, !Jut w ere already
gone. The Tacbee Pass is auout two miles east of Henry Lake. Being necessitated to
obtain snpplies of every kind, I clela~' ed my main commanc~ in this vicinity for four
clays, sending, however, Cu shing, Field, and Norwood immediately, via Fort Ellis. to
operate from t he Crow agency, and keeping the Indian scouts constantly in the neighborhood of the hostile Indians to determine and report the directions they might take,
and annoy them by capturing their stock if opportunity ofl'ered.
SUMMARY.

The infantry and artillery have met the enemy four times.
1st. Skirmish upon the Salmon. The Inrlians were across th~ river and retreated
after the skirmish. Date, June 2 , 1 77.
2d. General engagement; battle of the Clearwater. Date, July 11 and 12, 1 77.
3d. kirmish at crossing of Clearwater at Kamiah. Date July 1:3, 1 77.
4th. Night attack upon our camp at Camas Meadows. Date, August 20, 1877.
The cavalry has en_aged the enemy nine times:
1 t. Captain Perry's engagement, June 17, 1 77; White Bird Canon.
2d. Captain Whipple's skirmish with Looking Glass, July 1, 1 77, at Porks of Clearwater.
3d. "kirmish of July 3. 1 77, near Cottonwood Creek.
4th. kirmi h of July 4, 1 77 at Norton's Ranch.
5~b. kirmi hat theW y-ipe, July 17, 1877.
1xtb, v nth, eighth, and ninth, were in conj.unctiou with the infantry and artillery,
a nam dab ve.
The numb •r of mil march d by the active column of infantry and artillery during
tb • ampai •n tbn far i I)Ver ight hundred.
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The number of miles in the saddle by the cavalry now with me, during same period,
is as follows:
·
Miles.

Company [(Carr's), in saddle ........ ----- ... ------ ......... ---·--·---------·· 1,256
Cornpauy C (Wagner's), in saddle ................... , ----.----- -------- ·---- · 1,164
Company B (Jackson's), in saddle ...................... -· · .. --· ....... · · · --· 1,017
866
Company K (Bendire's), in saddle ......................... ··---· ....... ·----·
From Kamiah to Henry Lake, at which point the cavalry and infantry arrived
together, the command was marching continuously without a day's halt 26 days,
making an average of 19.3 miles a day; baggage carried generally by pack-trains, the
Indian trail from Kamiah to theBitterRootValleybeingimpassableforwagons. The
command suffered often for want of shoes, overcoats, and underclothing during the
latter part of the march, owing to the rapidity of the march and the difficulty of procuring the supplies in Montana. Another cause of serious embarrassment has ueen the
absolute want of money by every department, and the necessity of giving vouchers
that do not even pledge the credit of the government. The weather has usually been
warm by day, but of late the nights exceedingly cold, water freezing in basin overnight an inch thick at Henry Lake, and also at other camps.
The command has lived on the country as much as possible, and supplies have been
purchased from the small villages along the route as far as their scanty stores would
s-o. Accompanying this report is a list giving recognition of service and recommendmg brevet promotions or other substantial reward.
·
Though under known interpretation of law our campaign against hostile Indians is
not recognized as war, yet as it has been a severer tax upon the energies of officer.s and
men than any period of the same length of our late civil war, surely some method must
be found to encourage and properly reward such gallantry and services hardly ever
excelled.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. 0. HOWARD,
Brigadier-General U. S: A., Commanding Department of the Columbia.
COLONEL GIBBON POINTS OUT ERROR IN . REPORT.

Colonel Gibbon points out an error in my report made at Henry Lake
as to the time of the arrival of Sergeant Sutherland, as follows:
I received no dispatch from you on the 9th (the day of the battle). The first information received was a dispatch by the hands of a citizen courier named McGillen, who
reached our position at 6.30 a. m. of the lOth, after all hostile operations against us
h~d ceased; a sergeant of cavalry came in from our train later in the day, bringing a
dispatch of an earlier date, having spent the night previous at the train. This was, I
presume, the Sergeant Sutherland you refer to.

Sutherland's report to me, in answer to my reference to him, is as
follows: be arrived, as be states, at this supply camp, at 11 a. m. of the
day of the battle, but did not reach Colonel Gibbon himself till 5 a. m.
of the next day. (This was the day precediug- the Indians' withdrawal
at 11 p.m. at uight.) Surely I am glad to put the matter just in accordance with the f}lcts.
GENERAL HOWARD'S RRQUES'l.' FOR RE·ENFORCEMEN'l.'.

In ·answer to the following application:
[Telegram Western Union Line.)
PORTLAND, OREGON, Jttly 2, 1877.
Division Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.:
From camp on Salmon River near mouth White Bird, June 30th, just receiYed telegrams:
"Send following to Assistant-Adjutant-General, Military Division Pacific:
"'Please ask General Sherman to send one regiment of infantry for duty in this
department. This force will be needed for permanent occupation as well as for
the present Indian difficulties. I consider this regiment necessary, as the Indians
throughout the northern and eastern parts of the department are very restless and
unea y. The citizen volnnteers serve only for a short period. If one of the infantry
ADJUTA.l."i''r-GENERAL
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regiments in the East were sent by rail to San Francisco, thence by steamer to Portland, it could get to Lewiston in :fifteen days from Omaha.'"

*

..

*

..

*

....

WOOD,
Adjutant-General.
RE-ENFORCEMENTS EN ROUTE.

On July 15 I received information that the Second Infantry was en
route to my Department, to be placed at my disposal.
Though my force might seem sufficiently large, when reckoned by companies, the present organization is such that the number of eft'ectives
was painfully small, and I felt much relieved at having a new supply
of troops to fill the troublesome vacancies.
SECOND INFANTRY ASSIGNED AS A SEPARATE COLUMN AND IN'l'ER·
OEPTING FORCE.

ThiR regiment, on reaching my department, was forwarded, with its
impedimenta, without delay to Lewiston, where Colonel Alfred Sully,
Twenty-first Infantry, was commandant, and bad already received instructions bow to dispose of the new regiment.
Wishing to have some force to operate where : ;. bad or~ginally intended to conduct my immediate command, that is, to march by the Mullan
road to the Bitter Root Valle~· , and mak\3 a demon~tration to intimidate
the Northern Indians, as well as to bead off Joseph should he turn
northward, I ordered Colonel Wheaton, with his entire regiment, and
Companies ]j., (Perry'.s) and H (Trimble's) of the First Cavalry, to move
along the route indicated, and ostensibly to form a junction with me at
Missoula, Mont., my then objective point.
Colonel Watkins, inspector of Indian affairs, accompanied this column, to represent the Interior Department, and I sent my aide-de camp,
First Lieut. M. C. Wilkinson, with a letter of instructions, to represent
myself at the Indian councils heretofore promised.
INFLUENCE OF THIS COLUMN.

The letter of Colonel Watkins and the official report of Lieutenant
Wilkinson accompany this report, as Appendices D and E, respectively,
and furnish a detailed account of dealings with the Indians, undPr protect: on of the troop~, by which the attention of at least a thousancl malcontents was fully occupied, aud they were prevented from either going
them eh·es, or seuding aid to the hostiles.
FINAL DISPOSAL OF LEFT COLUMN.

On Augu t 9, my right column oeing then in the upper end of Bitter
Root Valley, and Gibbon in cJo e proximity to the Indians in t.he Big
Hole ValleJ, who, having left their usual route, were moving to the
south in ·tead of the north, no emergency could then ari e that wouJd
require the S cond Infautry out of Idaho. Therefore orders were ent
to 0 Ion l Wheaton, directing, that after he had completec;t the more imm diate and important object of his movement, he return by slow
mar ·bt' to the vicinity of Lewiston; giving hirn the general ituation
ot affair ·, r quiring him to co-operate with tlw Iudian Department, and
indicating tb di ' PO ·ition of officer and troops ou hi " arrival. A di ·
pat b inclo ·ing a copy of WhPaton' in tructions was sent through Colon l ' nlly at Lewi ·ton. The communication ·eut c.lirect to Colonel
h aton "a rcc£-ived by Lim August 17, 1877, trom the bands of' Sec-
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ond Lieut. H. L. Bailey, Twent,y-.first Infantry, who had been intrusted
with the task of carrying the dispatch from near Missoula, via the Mullan road, to Wheaton's column.
WH~ATON'S REPORT.

The following rlay, August 18, Colonel Wheaton forwarded to me the
acknowledgment of his receipt of this order, and accompanied his letter
with his official report of the movt>ments of his command, dated Spokane River, near Falls, August 18, 1877.
He had previously, under date of August 10, reported to me his arrival at the Spokane bridge, where be was to meet Colonel Watkins, and
hold council with the Indians. He says in this dispatch that he has not
beard from me since he left Lewiston; alludes to the difficulty of inducing couriers to carry communications on the I.o-Lo trail; to the good
effect his march bad in quieting Indians, &c. Both these reports were
received b.Y me at the same time, September 13, 1877, while I was on
Clark's Fork, Montana. They accompany this as Appendices F aud G.
PRESEN1' STATION OF SECOND INFANTRY.

In obedieuce to orders, this left column returned, by slow marches,
through the Spokane country to Lewiston, uear which place the Second
Infantry is located. It has tbl'ee important outposts, one at Mount
Idaho, one at Spokane Falls, and one at Fort Uolville. Colonel Wheaton's full official report has been asked for, and, if received in time, will
be attached.
RESERVE COLUMN.

The object of the reserve column, unrler command of Maj. John Green,
First Uavalry, is set forth in General Field Orders No.2, dated Kamiah,
. July 16, 1877, and fully explained in my report from Henry Lake, Montana, to which I respectfully refer.
GOOD EFFEC1' OF 1'HE RESERVE COLUMN.

The presence of this column had the good eftect of allaying the excitement in the neighborhood of the first outbreak. It protected my base
of supplies and, more than all, gave me confidence that the enem,y could
not double on his trail, which he several times threatened to do, without being promptly met iu the mountain passes by an efficient force
under a tried commander. Knowing that there were malcontents in the
hostile camp, who were displeased with the line of march which day by
day lengthened the distance between them and their homes, and hearing that Rome of these bad set out to ldabo on the Elk City trail, I
ordered that trail to be carefully scouted by a strong force from the
reserve column moving well forward on it. Major Green sent 110 men
and 20 Indian scouts, under command of Capt. E. V. Sumner, First
Cavalry, whose letter reporting the result of his scout is attached as
Appendix H.
OPERATIONS OF MAIN OR RIGH'.r COLUMN SUBSEQUENT TO AUGUST

27, 1877.
My report of the Nez Perce campaign, previously submitted, of which
this is intended to be a supplement, wa:s dated at Henry Lake, Montana,
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August 27, 1877, aud furnished full information of affairs up to that
time and place.
TIIE START FROM HENRY LAKE, MONTANA.

On my return from .Virginia City (a journey of 150 miles, made in the
shortest possible time), where I bad exchanged dispatches with General
Sherman, General McDowell, and others, and had partially refitted my
command, with no further delay of m_y part of the command, I pushed
directly along the In<iian trail on Monday, .August ~8, 1877, at about
seven o'clock in the morning.
MOVE 'YIENTS OF THE HOSTILES.

On the 24th I bad received information from my scouts that tile hostiles were moving in the direction of the Urow agency. These scoutsBannock Indians under Mr. Fisher--had not paused with the command,
bnt during our four days' rest ilad kept on the Indian trail leading
t.hrough Mynbold's Pass, and were now following close on the heel!:; of
the enemy.
SUPPOSED OBJECTIVE POIN1' AND ROUTE OF HOSTILES.

Supported by this definite information~ I was confirmed in my. opinion
that the final objective point of tile hostiles was their traditional bunting-grounds iu the buffalo countr.v of the Upper Missouri. Therefore, I
believed that the route of the enemy, conforming t;o the features of the
country, would. be through ~ational Park to Musselshell Valley, by
way of Clarke's Fork, or possibl,y lead in~' further south by way of some
point between Crow agency and the Stinkiugwater, crossing to the
valley of the Musselshell.
ACTION TAKEN.

Acting on this supposition, I bad, on the 24th of August, detached
thr€e companies under Captain Cushing, and sent them via Fort Ellis
· to Crow agency, with in tructions to procure a<lditional force en route,
an<l operate in advance of hostiles, while I pnrsued the direct trail.
The intention was for this column to operate from Crow agency and
beau off the Indians as they attempted. to pass out into the valley of
Clarke's Fork, as explained in the following letter of instructions:
LE1'TER TO CAPTAIN CUSITING.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TilE COLUMBIA, IN TIIE FIELD,

On the Roacl, MadiBon Valley, SeptenLbel' 25, 1 77.
SIR: In compliance with telegraphic instructions from division headquarters you
will act in connection with this command until further orders. You will proceed with
your company (C, Fourth Artillery), Field's (L, Fourth Artillery), and Norwood's (L,
econd Cavalry) immediately to I!,ort Ellis, Mont.
Thence be ides the above, you will take what troops can be spared from the po t
(Elli ), and proceed towards, or to the neighborhood of, the Crow agency, and endeavor
to bead off bo tile Nez Perces. Communicate with Colonel Stnrgi and with the e
headquarter . Procure at Fort Ellis ,000 rations of bacon, bard bread or flour, bean ,
sugar, coffee, soap, alt, and. pepper, aud 4,000 rations of vinegar, to accompany your
cornmn, and. await this command at or near Crow [l.gency.
Bv ord r of Brig.- Gen. 0. 0. Howard:
.
GUY HOWARD,
A ecoml Lieutenant Twelfth Injant1'y, .Acling .Aicle-de-Cam]J.
'ap . H. C. Cu m.-G,
Fourth A1'1illery.
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CAPTAIN CUSHING'S DE'l'ACHMENT-RESULT EXPECTED.

It will be remarked that this detachment bad made no delay, but had
received its orders en route, and at the time of my renewal of my march
on the 28th was already four days on the road.
Knowing Captain Cushing's energy and the ample time he would have
to act, and believing he would be promptly assisted to the very letter
· ?f my instructions, I confidently hoped to find him holding the enemy
m check with at least the force I had detached him with.
SANI'l'ARY CONDI'l'ION OF COMl\fAND.

My own delay was reluctantly forced from me by the official reports
of my medical officers, that my command was unfitted for further exposure and labor, especially in regard to the destitution of clothing, not
from any weariness or debility of my own, as seemed a"t the time to be
the impression with some of my military superiors. The medical reports
referred to are appended.
EXTRACTS FROM MEDICAL REPORTS.

I make the following extracts:
Asst. Surg. W. R. Hall reports to Capt. M. P. Miller, commanding
artillery battalion:
·
if

if

* Many of the enlisted men are unable to march, and they are all leg-weary.

* * * I consider that your command is unfit to take t;be field without at least one
week's rest, and longer time would be advisable. · * * * I repeat that they are unfit
to take the .field again without a long rest.

Captain Miller closes his indorsement on this report by this statement:
"Fifteen men, at least, will have to be left to-morrow."
Maj. C. T. Alexander, surgeon United States Army, my chief medical officer, in his indorsement to the same report, says:
The command ' is very deficient in overcoats, blankets, socks, and shoes. * * *

Some of the men already complain of rheumatic pains. " * * Unless the men are
properly provided, &c., many cases of rheumatism and other diseases are to be expected
in a short time.
·

Asst. Surg. J. A. Fitzgerald, on duty with the cavalry battallion,
reports as follows:
* ~" " Within the past ten days, in addition to ailments, &c., prescribed for, but
not excused from duty, the sick-list has increased from 0 to 9 * * * from causes
incident to the campaign. * * * Privation of rest from many causes, and a short
and indifferently prepared ration of food.

·

.

Surg. 0. T. Alexander indorses this report, saying, among other things:
Without an issue of suitable clothing, the command is not in a fit condition to continue field-service in this region, and must rapidly, from rheumatism and other diseases,
become worthless.
INFORMATION RECEIVED.

Hardly had my column began its march on the morning of the 28tht
when I was met by a most wretched figure, worn and ragged.. He was
one of the tourist party, surprised in the Lower Geyser Basin by a
band of the hostiles. Later in tiJe day.we picked up Mr. OldiJam, one
of his companions in misery. Mr. Oldham was shot through the facet
and was in a famished conditiou; but I was enabled to get reliable information from him, confirming and enlarging on what I had already received. The uextday information accumulated by my receiving accoun~
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of the scout made by Lieutenant Schofield, Second Cavalry, anJ. by my
messenger bringing word from my own scouts .
. DISPATCHES SENT .

The situation, my actions, and my plans were somewhat explain ed. in
the followin g dispatches sent that night from my second camp on the
Madi son Ri ver:
H EADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
I n the Field, Camp near head of Canon west of Lower Geyser Basin, Wyo.,
A:ugust 29, 1877-8 p. m.
T o AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Milita1·y Division of the Paoijio, Sq,n Franoisoo, Cal. :

*

*

*

*

*

Indians still aim northward; bearing east to avoid my troops. Sent Cushing five
days ago with three companies, and more from Ellis, if possible, to operate from Crow
agency in advance of hostiles. Hostiles may yet go southeast to escape the different
detachments moving toward them. They crossecl the Yellowstone Sunday last, below
t h e lake. One party of citizens reported massacred in National Park have all come in
alive, except one.

*

*

*

H OWARD,
B1·igadie1·-GeneTal, Commanding Depa1·tment of Col1m~bia.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TilE COLUMBIA,
In the Field, Camp near head of Canon west of Lower Geysm· Basin,
.A1bgust 29, 1877-8 p. m.
To COMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Elli8, Mont. :

Please communicate with officer in command Seventh Cavalry, probably Colonel
Sturgis. News of Indians crossing the Yellowstone, near Mud Springs, below Sulphur
Hills, came from two of the pat'ty of nine from Helena thought to be killed there
Sun<lay last. It is probable that the Indians will go by Clarke's Fork, or make a wider
detour, if bothered by troops, in order to reach the Yellowstone again below. I do not
think they will go to Wind River country unless forced in that direction. I shall
pursue their trail, and wish Cushing, with his command, to press out beyond Crow
agency, communicating with Colonel Sturgis, or joining him if he deems it best.
Sorry to have Norwood detached, for Cushing's command must be kept large enough
to take care of itself, protect my supplies, and hinder Indians from going northward
if he meets them. So inform Colonel Gibbon.
Telegraph General Crook in my name as follows: Indians will cling to Yellowstone
country. Sturgis and part of my command are heading them from the north . They
may break toward the east or southeast, at the rate of thirty miles a day, on disco>ering their situation. If so, please watch out for them from Fort Reno by scouts far
out, and also from Camp Brown or Wind River reservation.
HOWARD,
Contmancling DeparMnent. of Columbia.

The first party of eleven, reported massacred, are all alive and accounted for but
Mr. Corwiu . Mr. Oldham, shot through the face, not dangerously wounded, is with us.
HOWARD,
B1·igadier-General, Comnwnding Departnwnt of Columbia.

This latter dispatch was triplicated for General Crook's an'l Colonel
Gibbon's information , as I deemed it exceediugly important t hat my
leading column under Cushing should be made independent and a i ted
to tb utmost speed.
GENERAL ORDERS TO COMMAND.

t hi ti me, on considering the physical a nd meutal con dition of my
com an d, I thou ght i t best to is ue t he follo wing order, which is a glance
at the work done, with a cheerful look at t hat still before us :
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[General Field Orders No. 6.1
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

In the Field, Camp Canon, Wyoming, Attgust 29, 1877.
After the briefest rest, which was rendered imperatively necessary by the extreme
fatigue of the men and the exhausted state of the supplies, the pursuit of the enemy
ha~ .been .resumed, a pursuit which it is believed will only end in his capture or in
dnvmg h1m beyond the boundaries of our territory .
. The general commanding takes this opportunity of expressing to men and ?ffic~rs
his thorough appreciation of the labors they have performed. After contendmg for
two days against superior numbers, they drove their enemy in headlong flight from
fortified positions, and forced him to abandon the country for which he fought and to
seek refuge in the rugged paths of barren mountains. He was followed into these fastnesses, now robbed by the retreat of the hostile band of even the scanty forage they
once possessed, and in thirty-one days the commanCI traversed a distance of 540 miles,
constructing a road much of the way, twice crossing the chain of mountains which
.constitute the great continental divide, and pressing so closely upon the wearied enemy
as to force him reluctantly to relinquish the fertile valleys where he sought rest, compelling him to forego all marauding excursions from. his ~ine of march, p~1shin.g ~im
from the settlements; and it is believed these exertiOns found a reward m bnngmg
r~lief t,o brave comrades, who were closely pressed by the enemy, and certainly to parties of civilians exposed to outrage .
.The campaign was begun wHh the minimum allowance of summer clothing, and,
With n~ renewal of supplies, has been continued into the ~eart of ~ountains,. wh.ere
day bnngs the oppressive heat and dust of August, and mght the ICe and p1ercmg
winds of December.
The surgeon's reports show the effects of exposure and hardships that have already
been paRsed through, and the insufficient bedding and clothing and tattered shoes
attest those still bravely endured.
The general is not ignorant that two companies are destitute of overcoats, and that
a stHl greater number of the command are without ·ibem by the sacrifice of these
garments on the day of battle to the necessities of the wounded. He is aware that
many men of this command have not underclothing sufficient to preserve health and
cleanliness; their condition in this respect is deplorable; but being far removed from
our base of supplies, though every exertion has been made, the unsettled and destitute
condition of the country in which we are operating renders it extremely difficult to
make adequate provisions for the men's comfort, for such has been the rapidity of our
march that supplies pressing after it have not been able to overtake the command.
The march may truthfully be said to have been an incessant" forced march," in which
a command, composed partially of foot troops, in thirty-one clays gained fifteen days
on a body of the best-mounted Indians in the world; but specially may be mentioned
the march made by the cavalry command under Maj. George B. Sanford, First Cavalry, directed by Maj. Ed win C. Mason, Twenty-first Infantry, chief of staff and depart!llent inspector-general, of more than 70 miles in two clays; that of the artillery and
Infantry battalions under Captains Miller, Fourth Artillery, and Miles, Twenty-first
~nfantry, of 46 miles in one day, wagons partially assisting; and that of Captain CushIng's and Captain Field's companies, Fonrth Artillery, of 56 miles in one clay.
The hord.e of Indian marauders, with their vast band of horses, swept their path
clean of ~;ubsistence, forage, and supplies, so that where they had abundance our ration
was scanty. Several times have the larger portions of the command, of necessity, been
twenty-four hours without food. Where their animals grazed ours starved; where they
had a horde of 2,000 fresh horses to replace their exhausted stock, we found only the
u~el~ss ones they had abandoned. Nevertheless, by a persistence only possible with
Wtllt_ng men, we steadily closed upon them.
·
W1 th frequent opportunities for desertion, in the villages through which the comman(l passed, the genera! is gratified to know that only two men in his command. were
f?und so forgetful of their oath and ·regardless of their honor as to desert their allegiance and turn back from the pursuit of the enemy.
It is impossible to notice, even briefly, the innumerable privations of necessity suffered
by troops operating in this wild country. The general can only state that be is not
unmindful of what his command bas doue in the face of unusual obstacles. Now that,
with scant supplies and burdened with sick, it is plunging into a wilderness, be relies,
under God, on that same disciplined spirit which supports the United States soldier in
the sharp conflict of war to the death with a savage foe, and sustained him in the
suspense, anxiety, and hardship of a protracted campaign-a spirit that looks for its
reward in the conscientious performance of duty.
By command of Brigadier-General Howard:
CHARLES E. S. WOOD,
Second Lieutenant Twenty-ji1·st Injant1·y, Acting Aide-de-Camp.
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CHARACTER OF COUNTRY.

The country in which I was How operating was a riYer-gorge, or calion,
walled in by precipices and choked by marsh and undergrowth, the
river so winding that in one day it had to be crossed five times, to the
great delay arul discoruf()rt of the column.
This canon opened into the National Park, a mineral basin of sterile
alkalitH~ flats, ~n.d sulplJur hills mottled with tracts of stunted pines,
the couutry glaring with white deposits, steaming with geysers and boiling sulphur springs, and yet furnishing very good water and grass for
our animals.
MR. COWAN.

Here we found Mr; Cowan (tlJe la~t of the tourists reported massacrerl), suffering from :several seYere wounds. We gave him e,·ery attention, but I believe he die.d shortly after reaching: llis horne.
CONSTRUCTING "ROADS.

Here, t,oo, onr wagon-road ended. (A. few conntr.v wagons had been
hired after entering Montana, and were increased by those which brought
part of our clothing snpply from Fort Ellis.)
From this point to the banks of the Yellowstone, and down that river,
we cut and constructed our own road, the work being done b.v civilian
employes under charge of Uapt. W. F. Spurgin, Tweuty-first Infantry.
It was a most tedious and laborious task, and may be appreciated in
the fact that a wagon-road through that section has been always conidered by the inhabitants of Montana as an impossibility. Working
forward as rapidly as possible, my command reached the Yellowstone,
about ten miles below the lake, on Saturday, September 1. The next
day clothing ent for arrived from Fort Ellis, and the command was
made more comfortable in clean and warm clothing than it bad been for
week past.
PRISONER ESCAPED FROM HOSTILES.

On the evening of this <1ay a discharged soldier na.med Irwin came
into my camp. He had been held a prisoner in the camp of the enemy
for several days, but finally escape(l to us. His communication to me
of matters relating to the camp, organization, and discipline of the ho tiles, and their mode of marching and scouting, wa~ interesting, and
the fact that they had a white man detained as prisoner and compelled
to act a guide wa encouraging as showing their ignorance of the
country.
ENEMY'S SUPPLIES.

Irwin reported thew as uncertain of their exact whereabouts and
rather bewildered; 'tated that they !Jad au abundance of clothing and
proYi ·ion~, and a uperabundance of fine guns and revolvers.
IRWIN'S REPOR'l' CONFIRMED.

:\ly Indian conts confirmed Irwin's report by sending me at thi
tinw am '.'Hge tllat the u my was wandering around between my camp
and lark ' Fork, and three days' later lleamed that they bad pa ed
t th ri(rht of oda Butte, and were pu bing on toward Clarke's Fork.
I c mmuuir.at d tbi. intPlligence to the cowmnnding officer at Fort Elli$,

GENERAL OF THE ARMY.

621

and rested, anxious to know of the doings of. my co-operating columns
under Cushing and Sturgis. I heard rumors that Colonel Miles was in
front of me with a strong force, but I always presumed it to be Sturgis,
and so mentioned it in my uispatches.
REBUILD YELLOWSTONE BRIDGE.

At the bridge over the Yellowstone, Wednesuay, September 5, I was
detained until I could repair the damage wrought by the hostiles in
their efforts to destroy the bridge by fire. I was fortunate at this time
in procuring a miner (George Huston) as guide, who, by his perfect
knowledge of the country, saved me nearly two day's marching.
WEATHER AND COUNTRY,

At this time the days werA rainy and the nights exceedingly cold;
the country mountainous, rugged, and densely timbered; the trails obscure and obstructed.
RAIDS OF HOSTILES.

My scouts brought me intelligence of depredations, bunting, and murdering done by foraging parties of the enemy, one of wllieb, probably '
not more than ten in number, had recrossed the Yellowstoue at Barronett's bridge, desce11ded the river on the left bank for 20 miles, to the
vicinit.y of Mammoth Springs, where they burned a store, killed a citizen, llad a slight skirmish with Lieutenant Doane, and then returned,
murdering another citizen en route, . and, after recrossing the bridge,
burned the stringers sufficiently to render it impassable. 'fhey had recrosst•d this bridge just before our arrival.
CON'l'INUE MARCH-HEAR OF STURGIS.

I now pushed 011 · as rapidly as possible, hoping that bJ· the shorter
route taken by my guide I might yet intercept the enemy before he
reached Clarke's Fork. On Friday, the 7th, I received my tirst positive
information of ~turgis's whereabouts, in a letter addre.ssed to "Miners
and others in the mountains," which I took from his couriers. I was
pleased to know that be was iu a position to bloek tlte Indians, as
seemed now beJ'Oud a doubt. they only having two outlets; but I was
sorry and surprised to :-;ee that be llad no suspicion of my vicinity, as I
had previousl.Y SPilt him, via Fort Ellis, three dispatclws in ample time
for his receipt.
DISPATCHES TO STURGIS AND CUSHING,

To remedJ' tuis, I sent three couriers at once: a frontiersman, a French
scout, and a Crow Iudiau, all well acquainted with the country, none of
whom reached hiw. I also hurried the following dispatch to Captain
Cushing:
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF . THE COLUMBIA,

In the Fielcl, Cla1·ke'B Fork, near Mouth of Cmndall's Creek, September 8, 1877.
Captain CUSHING,

Commanding Detach?nent:
Please bring forward my supplies from Crow agency to Clarke's Fork as soon as you
can. Indians are between me and Sturgis, and I hope we shall entrap them this time.
By marching toward Clarke's Fork yon will be ready to re-enforce either Colonel
Sturgis or my~:~elf.
Yours, truly,
0. 0. HOWARD,
B1·igc,dier- Gene1·al.
Please forward inclosed dispatch to Bozeman.

,, \
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INDIANS NOT IN1.'ERCEPTED.

On reaching the mouth of Crandall's Creek, I was disappoiu ted to find
that the Indians must have swept into Olarke's Fork Valley and down it
only about a day before I arriYed there. But I felt encouraged by the
reflection that Sturgis, according to his communication, would, for days
;ret, be in the vicinity of Heart Mountain, where he could easily watch
both the Clarke's Fork and Stinkingwater trails. That we were in close
proximit.v to the enemy was shown by our finding at this time a camp
be had just left, and in which our advance scouts killed an Indian
straggler.
My coutinual effort bad been to shorten my own line of march by
bearing to the northeast of the Indian trail; and feeling confident that I
was only one day behind the enemy, I moved out of camp on the lOth,
almo~t expecting to engage him myself or to find Sturgis come to blows
with him; but, misled by fals-e information, Sturgis had left his position
at Heart Mouutajn and hurried to the Stinkingwater crossing, leaving
Joseph a clear path out into the lower basin of Clarke's Fork.
Dead couriers, minerR, and prospectors were found in this vicinity iu
fearful frequency, showing bow difficult it had been for Sturgis and me
to communicate.
FORCED MARCH OF 1.'HE ADVANCE UNDER STURGIS.

Wben he discovered his mistake, Sturgis instantly countermarched
with all speed, and by the m·ening of the 11th was within four miles of
me. I went to him and assumed command, arranged with him for a
series of forced marches to begin on the morrow, reinforcing him as expressed iu the following letter, which was sent to him at this time; the
calvary company alluded to was i11creased to 50 men, on selected
horses, aud was under command of Captain Bendire, First Cavalry:
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TilE COLUMBIA,

In the Field, Camp IIall, Clarke's Fork, neal' B1·idger C1·ossing, Wyoming,
September 11, 1877.
COLONEL: As our forces have formed junction, I assume command of both while
operating t.ogetber against the hostile Nez Perces.
As you suggested and have already ordered, please continue the pursuit on the trail
of the Indians, and endeavor to overtake them.
I will strengthen your force by a detachment from my immediate command, nuder
Major Sanford, First Cavalry; this will consist of one company of cavalry, numbering
50 men, Lieutenant Otis's howitzer battery, and the scouts, 25 in number, now at the
front, under the charge of my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Fletcher.
I will follow you with the remainder of my command as rapidly as possible. Plea e,
through the couts, keep me informed of your whereabouts, and anything concerning
the Indians that I ought to know.
Yours, re pectfully,
0. 0. HOWARD,

Col. . D.

B1·igaclier-General, Commanding Expedition.
STURGI ,

tn:enth 'm:al1·y.

A I haYe been blamed by some for not being per son ally pre ent iu
the ruuoing fight that emmed, I may here say tl!at it would have gratified me to l!ave pr '·eu ou, but I thought it due to Colonel Stnrgi , then
·omewhat di appointed at the Indian ' escape from him at Heart
~I ontain, to give llim the OiJlJOrtunity he cvveted, to command my
ad 'Vance.
OLONEL MfLES S FIRST INFORMATION SENT TO HIM.

Ry fiv~ o clock the n xt mumiug, Stugis was on the road, and be
by vemng, having mucl! di tanceu my immediate command, I f r-
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warded to him the following dispatch, in duplicate, to be gotten to Colonel Miles, at Tongue River, at all hazards, one to go by courier and ~ne
by boat down the Yellowstone. Major Merrill, Seventh Cavalry, had
shown me that I could reach Colonel Miles sooner by way of this river
than by any other route, for I now felt that siuce Sturgis bad become
~art of the pursuing force, it rested with Miles alone to take a diagonal
line of march and intercept the hostiles:
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
• In the Field, Bridger C1·ossing, Clarke's Fork, Wyoming, Septmnber 12, 1877.
COLONEL: While Colonel Sturgis was scouting toward Stinkingwater, the Indians,.
and my force in close pursuit, passed by his right, and then after a short detour turned
to Clarke's Fork, and hy forced marches avoided Sturgis completely.
I .have sent Sturgis with Major Sanford, First Cavalry, and Lieutenant Otis, Fourth
Artillery, with howitzer battery, in fastest pursuit, and am myself fvllowing as rapidly
as possible with the remainder of my own immediate command. The Indians are reported going down Clarke's Fork and straight toward the Musselshell. They will, in
all probability, cross the Yellowstone near the mouth of Clarke's Fork, and make all
haste to join a band of hostile Sioux. They will use every exertion to reach the Mus~els~ell country, and form this junction, and as they make exceedingly long marches,
It Will require unusual activity to intercept or overtake them. I earnestly request you
to make every effort in your power to prevent the escape of this hostile band, and at
least hold them in check nntil I can overtake them. Please send me return courier
with information of your and the hostiles' whereabouts, your intended movements,
and any other information I ought to know.
Very respectfully,
0. 0. HOWARD,
B1·igadier-General, Commanding Expedition against Hostile Nez Peroes.
Col. NELSON A. MILES,
Fifth Infantry.
OHARA01'ER OF COUNTRY OF FINAL OPERATIONS.

The country from the valley of Clarke's Fork to the Bear Paw Mountains, where .the chase terminated, is of the same general character;
rolling table-land cut by bluffs and crooked water-gulches; the soil
sedimentary, a clayey loam, n ry clogging to march in, wearying both
men and horses; tbe stony plains, covered with stunted cactus, known
as prickly pear, anno~~ ing the horses' feet; the water frequently alkaline;
the wood, sage-hush or cotton wood ; the grass good and generally in
ample quantity.
STURGIS~S FIGHT.

Learning by note from my acting ·aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Fletcher,
that Sturgis bad engaged the enemy, I, with 50 men, hurried on ahead
of my main command, marching all night of the 13th, and arriving at
Sturgis's battlefield the next morning. ~hat day 1 sent the following
letter to Uolonel Sturgis :
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
In the Field, Oafion C1·eek, Montana, Septembe;r 14, 1877-11 a. m.
CoLONEL: On hearinr that you had engaged the Nez Perces, I had selected as many
horses as I thought could make the march (35 miles), and started at 9 o'clock last night;
reached your camp about :fifteen minutes ago. Hear that you are still15 miles away.
I have about 50 men with me. As your beef could get no further than last night's
camp, I had a quantity killed and packed on mules, and brought with me (about 500
po.unds). As tbe opinion here is that you will return to this camp to-night, I will detam the meat for your order. My main commaud will be detained near Rocky Creek
to-day for Cushing, with supplies, unless be comes this morning. If you want the little help I can render wrth my escort (50 men) please send word by bearer.
~
Yours, respectfully,
....... '
0. 0. HOWARD,,_,.
B1·igaclim·- General, Commanding Expedition.
Col. S.D. STURGf , Seventh Cavalry.
Z.J
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On reaching Sturgis's camp, I visited his wounded and made arrange_rnents, as explained by the following extracts from a letter sent .to Colonel Sturgis on the evening of' the 14th :
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TilE COLUMBIA,
In the Field, Ca·iion C1·eek, Montana, September 14, 1 77.
COLONEL: The general commanding directs me to inform you that, inasmuch as you
will probably have to delay for supplies, he himself, with the remainder of his command, will endeavor to intercept the hostiles by moving from this point down the Yellowstone to Baker's battle-ground, thence a0ross to the MusselshelL
While he is moving as rapidly as possible on this indirect route, the gener\1 desires
that you continue the pursuit of the Indians along their direct trail.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

*

C. E. S. WOOD,
Second Lieutenant Twenty-first Infctntry, Acting .Aicle-cle-Camp.
Col. S.D. STURGIS, Seventh Cavalry.
REPORT OF STURGIS'S FIGHT.

The following telegram is my report of Sturgis's fight made at the time
to headquarters Divisiou of tile Pacific, and I believe it nee<.l not be enlarged on:
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
In the Field, Camp on Yellowstone, below Clarke's Fork,
Montana, September 15, 1 77.
KELTON,
Assistant Adjutant-Gene1·al Milita1·y Division Pacific, San Francisco, California:
Our advance, consisting of Sturgis's cavalry and a detachment under Sanford, Otis's
battery, and company of scouts under my aide-de-camp, Fletcher, by a forced march
<lf 85 miles in two days, overtook hostile Nez Perces on the 13th instant; are having a
running fight with them for over 20 miles. Our own loss thus far 3 enlisted men
kmed and 9 wounded. Loss of Indians not much in excess. Indians' horses are now
con tautly dropping out, too lame and worn to go further; more than 400 of them
havo fallen into our hands along the trails, mostly worthless for use.
The battle began 10 miles north of the Yellowstone, near the mouth of Clarke's Fork,
and continued to the lakes, some 40 miles from the Musselshell River. Sturgi , as
soon as he discovered that the enemy had passed him at Heart Mountain, has made
extraordinary and most praiseworthy eiforts to overtake and engage him. My plan is
to :press al.ong the trails with present engaging force under Sturgis, while I move remamder v1a Baker's battle-field to Musselshell.
HOWARD,
B1·iqaclier-Gen eral United States 4-rmy.
CUSHING'S COM1\-1AND.

Captain Cushing with the same command he had set out with, less
:rorwood's company of cavalry, bad rejoined my column on the 14th,
bringing supplies from Ellis, for want of which we had been in some di ·
tress.
GIBB'O N'S DISPOSAL OF CUSHING'S CO}fMAND.

It will be noticed that Colonel Gibbon countermanded a part of my
order to Captain Oushing. He detached Norwoorl's company, and the
other company available, viz, Lieutenant Doane's, or other troops from
Gibbon' di tnct, were not added to Rtrengthen Oushing. The ostenible rea on for thus detacbing Norwood is given in the following extract from Colonel Gibbon's dispatcll to me, received .August 29,. 1877:
HELE
To HOWARD,

•

~A,

August 27, 1 77.

ommanding Depa1·tment:

*

•

*

*

•

I have instructed commanding officer, Fort Ellis, to retain him at Ellis to use in
em r 17 ency for couriers, &c., if it does not interfere with your object in ending him.
.
GIBBO ... \
Colonel Serenth Infantry.
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My reply, sent the sa me day through oom mand in g offi cpr, Fort E llis,
is in t lwse words :
·
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBI A,

In the l!'ield, Camp near head of Canon west of Lowm· Geyser Basin,
•
Auq~tst 29, 1 ~77-8 p.m.
To COMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Ellis, Mont. :
*
*
*
Sorry-to have Norwood detached, for Cushing's command must be kept large enough
~o take care of itself, procect my snpplies, aud hinder Indians from going northward,
If he meet.~o~ them. So inform ColonP-1 Gibbon.

;(

*

*

*
HOWARD,

Gontmanding Depa1·tment of Columbia.

The rNtl or perhaps additional reason was probably a desire to give
Gilbert a command while en route to join me and
to mqet a ~uppo~ed emergency in the direction of Mammoth Springs
(Yellowstone River), where the Indian raid, before described, had just
occnrrerl.
Lieuten:::~nt-Colonel

RESULT OF COUN'l'ERMANDING MY ORDERS.

1 wa~ excel-\dingl,Y annosed at this conflict of orrters, for it certainly
pre\ e11ted Cushing from being at Clarke's Fork with sufficient force to
take ei~her tbe offensive against the crossing Indian~ or from co operating effectively with Colonel t5tnrgis at Heart Mountain. Ha<l Cushing
been at Clarke's Pork. with the force 1 had directed him to h(tve, the
escape of the euemy across the Yellowstone in the direction he took,
without an engag-ement, would have been absolutely prevented. Indeed,
Captain Cushing reported to me that Lieutenant Colonel Gilbert had
treated him with umrked official coldness. and when be, at Port Ellis,
asked him for the means of com plying with m.Y orders, and said, "What,
sir, is my status~" Oolouel Gilbert repliecl, ''You havp no status, sir,"
and <lirecte<.l him to report to the comn1<:l,n1ling officer at Fort ELlis for
duty, which, if be bad been constrained to do, would have cnt off' my
expected supplies.
7

CUSHING'S Cl INDUCT GOOD AND .JUDICIOUS.

I am grateful to Captain Cushing for comprehending the situation
better, and for pushing on as nearly in accordance with his written instructions as his depletetl force aud unwarranted detention would allow;
~nd to throw further light ou what I mnst reg·ard as vel'y unmilitary and
mcousiuerate conduct of my military snbordinate~, I make the following
extracts from Captain Cushing's official report, dated as follows:
CUSHING'S REPOR'r •
.PRESIDIO, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.,

November 24, 1877.

*

SIR:

.*

...

*

*

_On the 25th, while en 1'0itie, I was met by t1eneral Howard, returning from Virginia
~1ty, who gave me the orders embodied in the letter of instructions, a copy of which
IS appended, marked A.
(This letter prevjously rdrrred to.)
Under these I proceeded that day twenty-two mile::;; camped on the Marlison River.
~he next day 16 miles; ca,mped at Madi on River bridge. Here I placed the battalIOn under the charge of Capt. E. Field, Fom th Artillery, and rode into Vjrginia City to
telegraph to the cornnJanding officer at Fort Ellis to prepare ration , &c., for me. The
battalion marcbecl on 27t.h to Hot Springs, and I r~joined at tbaL place.
On the 2 th marclwd to Ga1latiu River bri<lg-e, \:!:~ wile. , and on the 2Vth inLo Fort
Ellis, Mont., 1~ miles. Exhibiting my letter of iust.rnctions to Capt. D. W, Benham
Seventh Infantry, commanding post, I was informed by him that he ha1l -no men t~
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spa1·e. I had the sick and disabled men of the command carefully examined by the
post surgeon, and they were all le~t in the ho_spital. at Fort Ellis, as unfit for active
service. I prepared my wagon-tram, and was mtendmg to start for the Crow agency
on the 31st of August, when a dispatch was received by Captain Benham directing
him to hold Captain Norwood's t1·oop at Fo1·t Ellis to rest and refit, if it did not conflict with General Howard's plans. As General Howard, when giving me my orders,
was under the impression that Colonel Sturgis, Seventh Cavalry, was with his command between the Crow agency and Fort Ellis, and it waH really the fact that that
regiment was at or beyond the agency, Captain Benham and I agreed that it would
be best to leave Captain Norwood long enough at Ellis to r eshoe his horses, and then
he could rejoin me. . I proceeded on toward the agency. This resulted from various
reports brought in by ranchers and others, as to the r eported appearance of Indians
in the neighborhood of the Yellowstone River, and it was considered well to have a
strong troop of cavalry within call of :F'ort Ellis for a clay or so, in case of any raid on
the settled portion of the Gallatin Valley by small parties. So Captain N orwoocl was
directed to immediately put his company in order, holding himself in readiness to move
at a moment's notice.
A second dispatch, however, was received from Colonel Gibbon, completely detaching Captain Norwood from my command, and directing that he be held ready to wove
on the arrival of Col. C. C. Gilbert, Seventh Infantry. That officer arrived at Fort
Ellis on 'the evening of the 29th August and assumed direction of affairt~ there. I submitted my orders to him, and he informed me that I was to constitute a part of the
ga1-rison at Fort Ellis, to be used for escort duty. As Colonel Gilbert was an officer
of rank and experience, and had just come from a conference with General Sherman
and Colonel Gibbon, I did not consider it proper for me to insist on a literal carrying out of General Howard's orders to me, and therefore acquiesced without any opposition in his change of my movements. I was governed in this by the necessity imposed on all to further in every way all efforts made to intercept the hostiles, and I
believed it would be better for t he general success to com ply with his orders than to
oppose a factious resistance becau~e I had not direct instructions from General Howard. Colonel Gilbert left on the 31st ancl I remained at Fort Ellis awaiting definite
information as to what was going on. At last it seemed that no one knew anything
as to what was going on, and I conclude~ to start out with my supplies. I therefore
marched to Shield's River bridge, 31 miles, where I remained in camp a day, waiting
Lieut. J. Q. Adams to come out with a herd of horses and mules. Here a train of five
wagons, with supplies for Colonel Sturgis's column, joined me, to be escorted up to
that command.
Lieutenant Adams not coming up, I resolved to wait no longer but act on my own
responsibility, and I started on the 7th September, 18 miles, to Gage's Ford, on the
Yellowstone; on the 8th, 22 miles, to Little Deer Creek; on the 9th, 12 miles, to the
foot of Bridger Hill. The shortness of the march resulted from the fact that the hill
wa very difficult to ascend, and there was no camping ground after ascending for 12
miles. On the lOth, after three hours, and doubling upon all my wagons, I got to the
top of the hill and marched 22 miles to Stillwater Creek; and on the 11th, 10 miles to
Crow agency. Here I was met by my first dispatch, for ~orne time, from General Howard, directing me to bring on the supplies to Clarke's Fork.

*

*

1&

*

*

I am, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
HARRY C. CUSHING,
Captain Fourth Artillery, Commanding Battalion.
A

I TANT ADJUTA.J.~T-GENERAL,

H eadquarter8 DeJJCtrtment of Colnmbict.

It will be e n that Captain Cu:hing waR in perfect readiness to start
from Elli on Angu t 31, but wa · kept in idlenes and suspense until
tb 5th of
ptem ber, and for no apparent rea on whatever. To use
hi own word , ''It . e rned that no oue knew anything as to what was
going on, and l oucludecl to tart out with my up plies."
Thi · ffic r, ~o ch•taiued by tho e livin g in the a e and ignorance of
a (li tant gani. on, lJad all tb ·ur pli fur my entire command. vVithout him m ·men IDLh't
l>rougut to the verge of :tarvation, and it wa
thi.· tbonO'ht that tinall · nrg d him to tak the important matter into
wn haucl . \.' ha' b u , bown, hi. d tention r snltetl in the enemy
p~·o · ·di11g nrt ·lt tk•·<1 aud uumule~ ted, and in my troops being in · me
1 tr) . for waut f rati n ·.
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SUPPLIES FROM FOR'l' CUSTER.

I now inclined somewhat toward Fort Custer, in order to replenish my
supplies from that post, which I did without delaying my march in any
particular.
On the 16th I transmitted t.he following information to division headquarters:
DISPATCH TO DIVISION HEA.DQUAR'I'ERS.
HI~ADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT 01<' THE COLUMBIA,
ln the Field, North of Yellowstone, twelve miles below Clm·ke's Fork, Sept. 16, lo77.
To AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Militm·y Division Pacific, San Francisco, Ccd. :
Dispatch morning of 15th received yesterdcty from Sturgis, in Musselshell V~lley~
Reports our advance close on heels of enemy all clay of the 14th; ma~ched :38 miles;.
5 Nez Perces killed and left on the field, indicating many wounded earned along; compelled hostiles tD drop over 600 horse~. Sturgis said he int~nded to go ~head yesterday, and purposed pushing them until they abandoned entire herd or h1s own horsesdropped. .
.
.
Colonel Gilbert, with General Sherman's dispatch, which concerns my return, IS stilL
far in my rear. Heard of the tenor of it last night.
HOWARD,
B1·igadier- Gl;ne1·al, Command·ing Expecl·ition.

COLONEL GILBERT HEARD FROM.

Shortly after sending this telegram I received a letter from O~lonel'
Gilbert, saying that he and bis cavalry Pscort had abandoned their e.nergetic and long-continued pursuit of me as hopeless; therefo.re I did
not receive the documents in his possession until the campaign was
over.
S'I'URGIS RELINQUISHES PURSUIT.

The accompanying extract from Colonel Sturgi&'s letter annonnces hi&.
forced abandonment of the chase:
;
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH CAVALRY,.
Camp on the Musselshell River, September 15, 1877.
GENERAL: A1=ter leaving camp this morning it became manifest that the Nez Perces·
were heading for the Judith Basin, instead of for the Big Bend of the Musselshell, as
I had been led to believe; and as I find it impossible for my command to gain upon
them, and their direction is taking me further and further from supplies, I have, after'
consultation with my principal officers, reluctantly determined to abandon a hopeless
pursuit before my horses are completely destroyed, or placed beyond recuperation for
such further movements as may be determined upon. All I could hope to accomplish
at best would be the aba.ndonment by the Nez Perces of their few remaining worthless ponies, while they hold on to their best ones to enable them to keep out of our
way; and I do not feel that I would be justified in breaking down my regiment and
putting it hors dn combat for so trifling a hope.

*

*

*

*

*

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

General 0. 0. HowARD,
Commanding Expedition, fj"c.

*

*

S. D. STURGIS,
Colonel Seventh Caval?·y.

MILES'S REPLY '1'0 MY DISPATCH.

Five days after the departure of my dispatch to him, Co1one1 Miles,
under date of the 17th, answers as follows:
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF TilE YELLOWSTONE,
Cantonment at Tongue Ril'el', Montcma, Septembm· 17, 1877.
DEAR GENERAL : Acting on the supposition that the Nez Perces will continue their
movemrnt north, I will take what available force I have, and strike across by the
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head of Big Dry Musselshell and Crooked Creek and Carroll, if I do not get any information before. I fear your information reaches me too late for me to intercept
them, but I will do the best I can. Please send me information of the movement and
course of the Indians.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. Mil..ES,
Colonel.F'ijth Infantry, Brevet Major-General
United States Army, Gontmancling.

Gen. 0. 0. HOWARD,
Commanding Depm·tm ent of the Columbia, in th e Fielcl.

I have asked to haYe abundant supplies of rations and grain sent up the Missouri.
I wonld respectfully request that the movemeut of my command be kept as secret
as possible, so that it may not become known to the Crows or other friends of the
enemy.
N. A. MILES, U. S. A.
HEADQUARTERS YELLOWSTONE DISTRICT,
Tong1~e

Biver, M ontana, September 17, 1877.

DEAR GENERAL: Your dispatch reached me to-night, and I will start to-morrow
morning for the head of Big Dry Musselshell, Crooked Creek, and Carroll, with the
hope of intercepting the Nez Perces or preventing them from crossing to Sitting Bnll's
camp.

*

*

*

I expect to be about six or seven days to the Musselshell, and two more to the Mi sonri River, near Carroll. If yon get any information that shall change my course,
please send me word. " "
NELSON A. MILES, U. S. .A.
·)f

MARCil SLOWED.

The march through the Musselshell and Judith Gap was "slowed,"
in accordance with the intimation of Colonel Miles, to give him the time
named in the above dispatch to get into position before the fugitives
were hurried upon him, for, <IS I had the shorter line, if I had pushed
the enemy at our recent rate of pursuit, of 25 or 30 miles a day, it wonld .
have lwen im po ible for Colonel Miles to have iutercepted him this side
of the Briti h line.
Keepiug my scouts a day or so ahead, I marched in a less hurried
manner than heretofore, making short cuts wherever the Indian trail
admitted of o doing.
FIRST CAVALRY ORDERED HOME.

On the 27lh I re:>placed the exhansteLl cavalry under Major Sanford
by the tre ·h r troops under Colonel Sturgis, and turned the First Cavalry homeward, that they migllt reach tlleir posts before the mountain
pa~ ~ e were blocked with snow. I at this time sent another dispatch to
Colonel Mile , giving full information of the trails, scouts' reports, my
action , plan , &c.; and I furthermore detached an officer to watch tbe
Mi · onri Hivcr, and procure me team trau 'J>Ortation to convPy my troop
up or down that tream, a might be requireu, for it was evident that in
an ' event the campaign wa oon to clo e.
REACH THE MISSOURI.
1 bout this tiwe the rain , oftening the lipp{lry ticky soil, made the
me rebing and campaign very evere on the foot troop ; be Ide., tber
w ~ a ~ carcity of wood, and many complaint came to my ear . I did
":hat I could tor medy bard hip and re tore energy, and pu b d per1,
11ll,r n to th Mi ouri, tbe sight of which was in piring to the

n til' • CUIJ1 lll<liHl..
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STEAME,R BEN'l'ON.

At Carroll I found the steamer Benton awaiting my arrival.
INDIANS ACROSS 1'HE MlSSOURI-MlLES'S POSITION.

Here (at Carrol1) the news that I had received on the 26th that the
Indians had crossed the Missonri at Cow Island was confirmed, ami it
appeared from Colonel Miles's di~patches tha.t he was nearing the Indians in the vicinity of Bear Paw Mountains, and that they had not yet
discovered his presence.
DISPOSITION OF TROOPS AT OARROLL.

I resolved, immediately upon getting thi., information, to divide my
force, sending the artiller,y, battalion of foot troops under Captain Miller, the citizt~n and Indian scouts on the Indian trail, via Cow Island,
and retain tlte .remaiuder of my main force at Carroll until I could communicate with Colonel Miles, if possible, in a personal interview.
PERSONAL MOVEMENTS.

To this end I accompanied the detachment to Cow Island, pushed out
thence with the scouts, under the guidance of one ()f Colonel Miles's
returning couriers.
FIRST INTIMATION OF MILES'S FIGIIT.

The evening of the second day, having made a journey of at least 70
miles from the Missouri, I found myself north of Bear Paw Mountains
on Miles's trail, but quite uncertain as to his distance from me, when
fortunately two couriers descended to us from a high butte in that neighborhood, and gave us the first knowledge that we had obtained of the
engagement with the Indians. They said Colonel Miles was from 12 to
15 miles off; that there had been a terrible fight; that they had carried
the news of it to my main c9lumu at Uarroll, and were ~eturning; that
in accordance with the instructions I had left, that command was in motion under Colonel Sturgis; that they had just now seen from the high
butte Indians chasing game between them and Miles's camp, and they,
the couriers, were returning to hurry forward my troops.
NEWS OF SITTING BULL.

We were joined here also by couriers from the other direction; they
had come from Sitting Ball's lodges, by the way of Tougue River, and
brought the last news from him.
HOWARD PUS liES ON TO :n-IILES.

The necessity of my forming a junction with Qolonell\Iiles now seemed
more imperative than ever, so that we proceeded immediately, as rapidly
as our tired horses would permit., and reached the vicinity of 0Jlonel
Miles and the Indians after dark.
APPROACH TO MILES'S CAlVIP.

Firing was going on, and at fir tit appeared as if the shots were intended
for ns, an<l, as I did uot then know the Indians were there still, I sup-
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pm:ed the shots came from Colonel Miles's pickets, so that we called out
loudly for them to cease firing; but a~ news had been carrietl in by
couriers who bad ridden in advance of us, it seemed to me very singular
that we should be fired on. ·
In a few minutes our suspense was relieved b.r a part.v of horsemen
meetiug us ou the trail. It was Colonel Miles himself and several of his
command. After the mutual recognition, Colonel Miles said: ' 1 We have
the Indians corraled down yonder in the direction of tile firing." This
accounted for the unexpected shots, and was indeed grateful news.
POSITION OF MiLES'S CAMP.

We then proceeded together to Miles's own eucampment, somewhat
further to the left of our approach. It was so shelterf'd in a ravine that
we could not even see the lights of the small camp-fires till very near.
HOWARD PERSONALLY DOES NOT RECEIVE MILES'S DISP.ATCIIES.

I saw none of the dispatches seut to me by Uol~nel Miles on account
of my absence from my owu immediate command, but they were received
in my camp.
·
HOW.ARD AND MILES.

The night of my arrival at Colonel Miles's camp I had a long consultation with him, I premising tllat I bad no desire .to assume immediate
command of the field, but wonlrl be glad to have him finish the work be
had so well begun; we arranged for the bringing up of my troops, as
then it seemed a long siege lay before us, with the possibility of interruptions from Sitting Bull. Uolouel Miles told me of his interview with
Joseph and his failure to bring about a surrender.
C.AP1.'AIN ''.JOHN" .AND ''GEORGE."

I mentioned my two friendly Nez Perces, members of Joseph's baud,
old ruen, with daughters in the hostile camps, and as I had brought
these men from Idaho for tllis very purpose, I suggested that we try
them and see what we could do with Joseph. Accordingly, on the following morningatabouteleven o'clock theselndiaus~ Captain "John" and
''George," were ,ent with a flag of truce to the enemy. After much parleying and running to and fro between the camps, Joseph being promised
good treatment, sent the following reply, alJ(l White Bird concurred,
saying: "What J osepb does is all right; I have nothing to say."
.JOSEPH'S REPLY.

Tid reply of Jo eph' was taken verbatim on the spot by Lieutenant
Wood, Twenty-fir t Infa11try, my acting aide-de-camp and acting adjutant-general, and i the only report that was ever made of .Joseph's reply:
Tell Gen ral Howard I know hi heart. What be told me before I have in my heart.
I am tir d of fighting.
ur chiefs ar killed. Looking Glass is dead. Too-hnl-hulsote i · d ad. Tbe old men are all dead. It is the young men wbo ay y or no.
He who led on the young men is dead. It i cold and we have no blanket.. Tbe Jit;tle
chilflren ar fr ezing to death. My p ople, some of them, h~LVC rnn away to the bill
and have no blanket , no food; I)O one knows where they arc-perhaps freezing to
d atb. I want to have tim 1o look for my children and see how many of them I can
find . 4 Ia~·1J~ I ·ball find them among the dead. Hear me, my chief . I am tired:
my b art 1. 10k and sad. From where the sun now stands I will ficrht no more forever.
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'rHE SURRENDER.

lu accordance with this pledge, Joseph himself, accompanied by four
or fhe of his warriors, came inside our lines, and Jo~eph set the exa,mple
by offering me his rifle; but as the surrender was being made to Colonel
MileR, I so. ]nstructed Joseph, ~wd then they all flelivered up their weapons to that officer. From -thiR time, about 4 p.m., until after dark a
straggling stream of captives tlowed into Miles's camp.
WHITE BIRD'S FLIGHT.

At dusk, White Bird, with his two squaws, and accompanied by about
14 warriors, crept out between the pickets and flpd to British Columbia.
Other fugiti,·es sought refuge among tlle neigh boring tribes of Gros
Veutres and Assiniboines, and b,v them were murdered or drh·eu to the
hills. After the Rurrenrler, ru:•ws came of se,·eral of thf'se squads wandering in th e mountains, hut such was tbe fear with which the Nez
Perces bad iuspired the friendly 8ioux of the country that none of them
-could be induced to pursue these fugitives.
COLONEL MILES'S CAPTIVES.

Colonel Miles's capture was about 100 warriors, 300 women and
children, aud 600 or 700 ponies.
JOSEPH'S BROTHER.

Joseph's brother, Ollicut, was killed in this action.
COLONEL MILES'S REPORT.

Colonel Miles's report of the engagement and surrender is appended
{Appendix J).
DISPOSITION OF THE PRISONERS.

Tbe surrenuer being consummated, couriers were sent on the 6th to
halt my advancing columns.
I sent to Col~.mel Miles the letter given below:
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
In the Field, Battle-field of Eagle Creek, near Bear Paw Mountains,
Montana, October 7, 1877.
COLONEL: On account of the cost of the transportation of the Nez Perces prisoners
to the Pacific coa::?t, I deem it best to retain them all at some place within your district, where they ca.n be kept under military control till next spring. Then, unless
you receive instructions from higher authority, you m·e hm·eby directed to have them
sent uncler proper guard to my department, where I will take charge of them, and
cany out the instructions I have already received.
You will treat them as prisoners of war, and provide for them accordingly, until the
pleasure of the PresiC.ent concerning them shall be made known .
Should you need any special authority for the issue of necessary supplies, including
clothing, it is hereby giren yott .
.A.s 111,1/ orcler8 with reganl to the pursnit, capture, or driving the hostiles beyond the
limits o£ the United States are now fuljilled, I shall move the troops belonging to my
departmeut and the Military Division of the Pacific back to their posts .
. General Sturgis's troops, that have been under my command since we formed junctwn near Clarke's Fork Calion, will report to you for orders. You will certainly need
them ·w ith you to gnard against any pos ible movement of hostile Sioux, until you
shall have crossed the Missouri. Then I hope you may see proper to permit them to
return to their post, as their condition, from hard service, plainly requires rest and
refitting.
Permit me to congratulate you, with all my heart, and give you, your officers and
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men, m,y sincere thanks for your grand success. It is the co-operation with my overworked column which I coveted, and knew beforehand, from your past history and
well-known promptitude, that I should receive the moment I came within the scope of
your operations .
.A. forced march of nearly 300 miles, quick attack, successful battle, ending with
capture of main body of ·enemy,· their chief and their main camp, and driving of the
remnant across the boundary of the United States, afford a meager outli e of the
achievements of your command.
.
I am gratified to have been present and to have contributed ever so little to facilitate the surrender and disposal of your capture.
With great respect, I remain, respectfully yours,
0. 0. HOW.A.RD,
Brigadim·-General, Commanding Depa1·tnwnt.
Col. NELSON .A.. MILES,
Fifth Infant1·y, Contmancling Dist1·ict of the Yellowstone.
MILES'S CONGRATULATORY ORDER.

On the 7th of October, Col. Miles issued the following congratulatory
order to his troops:
[General Orders No. 3.]

HEADQUARTERS DISTHICT OF THE YELLOWSTONE,
In the Field, Camp neal' Bewr-Paw Mountains, Montana, Octobel' 7, 1877.
The commanding officer takes great pleasure in expressing to his command his.
thanks and congratulations for the recent exhibitions they have given of the highest
degree of endurance under hardship and unyielding fortitude in battle. The secret
forced marches tha.t enabled you to surprise the enemy when in fancied security, the
resistless charge that at once shut them in the fastnesses of their camp, and the courageous fight, with death and maiming thick about you, are all your own.
In the entire success that has attended your efforts, the complete captnre of the
hostile carrip and animals, and the surrender of the chief, Joseph, and his followers,
the entire country will share, with gratitude to you who have accomplished the work.
It is an added source of ·c ongratulat.ion that General 0. 0. Howard, who has so persistently urged a war against these hostile Nez Perces and driven them from the slopes of
the Pacific into this remote country, was present to witness the completion of his arduous and thankless undertaking.
By command of Col. N. A. Miles:
G. W. BAIRD,
First Lieutencmt, Fifth Infantry, Ac7jtdant,
Acting Assistant ..tliljt~tant-Gene?·al.
REPORT TO DIVISION HEADQUARTERS.

On the 8tb, I sent my telegraphic report to division headquarters, as
follows:
HEADQUARTERS DJJ:P.A.RTMENT OF TilE COLU?.1BIA,
In the Field, 11em· Little Rockies, Octobt1' ~, 1 77.
To .A. ISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Military Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.:
Myself, with small escort, arrived at Miles's camp, evening, October 4; firing going
on; battle-field, neighboring country, and mountains covered with snow.
Next morning communicated with Joseph by my two Nez Perces Iudians and interpreter.
Joseph (at 2.20 p.m., October 5) agreed to surrender; organized bis people, and,}.ed
lJy him, they began to com~ in and deliver np tbeir arms about 4 p.m.; continued till
long after dark. Joseph and Hu h-hush-cute came in. White Bird, during surreuder,
crept through lines under cover of darkness, escaped with family, three members of
which are l>aclly wounded. Every means taken for bis recapture.
Jo epb's brother Ollicnt, Looking Glar:;s, Too-hul-hul-sote ki.lled; also :33 warriors,
ei 11er in battle or as fugitives to other tribes; between 40 and 50 wounded; Camas
Prairie murderer now all killed in action. Number of snrrendered men, women and
cbildren between 300 and 400. Abont 30 warrior::;, Home 20 of them wounded, with 200
poni -, revort d uy Red River French half-breeds to have crossed the boundary.
About 700 ponies captured in this action ; majority in miserable condition, lame and
poor.
I. £1irectec1 Co1on~l files_ to take the priseners to Tongne River and retain them till
P.nn , th n by pomes en I them under guard to Department of Columbia, unless otherWJ ·e ordered. Mile is returning to bis post as fast as he can with prisoners.
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Troops for your division return by boat down the Missouri. Sturgis ordered to report to Miles.
'
Our casualties, 25 killed, including 2 officers; 42 wounded, including 4 officers.
HOWARD,
Brigadier- General, Comrnanding.
PREPARA.'I'IONS FOR HOMEW A.RD MARCH.

On the 4th, I had sent orders to have all stores, troops, and 8Upplies
concentrated at the mouth of Little Rocky Creek, and steamers awaiting
my command at that place.
The troops were then marched to and em barked at t.bis landing, wl.lile
Colonel Miles, with his wounded and his prisouers, moved slowly on ~o
the mouth of Squaw Creek. Uu Wednesday, the lOth, m.\ command, on
board tile steamer Benton, left Little Rocky at about 3.30 p. m. and arrived at Squaw Creek on the evening of the 11th.
MILES'S INTERVIEW WITH HOW Al~D.

In compli auce with the request sent me by . letter from Oolonel
Miles, that be wished to see me on important matters, I waite(l at
Squaw Creek until the afternoon of the 13th, when Colonel Miles arrived with his prisoners, at a point of the river about five miles below
tbe mouth of tbe creek. I had ridden out in the morning to meet
Colonel Miles, so with but little delay, after his arrh al at the river, my
command was en route to Omaha.
7

HOWARD'S PERSONAL MOVE~'I:ENTS.

After having arranged for the transportation of the troops aud their
final distri bution, I remained with them until I arrived near Bismarck,
Dak. The sho rte~t practicable route for me, consistent · with reasonable time, was to go from Bear Paw Mouutains to Bismarck by the
first steamer, and thence via Saint Paul to Omaha direct. But as I had
made arrangements with Colonel Miles respecting the Indians, which
he and I deemed most iUlportant, au d as we feared, without. a full and
proper explanation to General Sheridan, that we might be O\TPrruled,
we thought it best for the public interests that I should go through
Chicago and see General Sht>ridan, as it would take me but about twent.v-four hours longer than to go diTectly from Saint Paul to Omaha.
I went with reluctauce, because I was more anxious to get to General
McDowell aud my departmeut, but duty seemed to demand it.
HOWARD'S DISPATCH TO SHER'IDAN.

Previously, wllile on the steamer Benton, I noticed· in the published
accounts of the campaign and la~t battle, what appeared to me must be
garbled dispatches. 'l'hese, with attending comments, were dPemed by
me uujust to a part of the troops that had :served under my comm:tnd.
Deemiug it also due to Gent•ral S!Jeridan, within whose geographical
division I wa then operatiug· temporarily, to ha\'e what l believed to
be a clear statement, I sent llim tho following communication:
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUJ)IBIA,

In the Field, Steamer Benton, .1.liissouri Rit•er,
October 19, 1877.

It js due you as commander of this military division to know the facts that I have
already telegraphed General McDowell, from the battle-field, concerning the final operations ancl surrender of the hostile Nez Perces.
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First. On the 11th September I assumed command of Sturgis's trool)S after I hall
passed him at Clarke's Fork, and he operated in conjunction wiLh my force pruper till
the close.
The advance-Sturgis immediately commanding-then made a forced march of ;:,
miles iu two days; strnck the hostik, ; captured qnite n. number of th ir ponie :
killed and wounded several warriors, and drove the band beyond. the Mus elshell. Th&
12th of September I sent from Clarke's Fork a dispatch to Colonel Miles, slwwiug him
that ihe hostile Indians were making for the Musselshell country by exceeding lon rr
marches, and nrging unusual activity, and earnestly requesting him'' to make even·
effort in his power to prevent t.he escape of this hostile band.." Colonel Miles receive(!
the dispatch at Tongue River the evening of the 16th, ani!. promptly movetl his command, two battalions of Second. and Seventh Cavalry, and one, his O>\·n, muuuted iufantry, on the 17th, to the mouth of Musselshell.
Meanwhile, as he requested nine days to get into position, I "slowed" my march to
about fifteen miles per day, knowing that the hostiles, watching me, wonld. do th
'same.
They slackened their pace after crossing the Missouri at Cow Island. As soon a·
Miles found. that they were beyond the Missouri, he crossed where he was and mad
forced marches diagonally across our front, to the north of Bear Paw Mouutain , ;
struck the Indians about 7 a. m. of the 30th ultimo. They were eucamped near a.
creek bottom in a strong natural position, but their numerous ponies, now nearly worn
out, were scattered over the open country grazing. Miles charged the camp and herd
simultaneously. .A desperate fight occurred in which 2 officers aud 25 men were killed
and 4 officers and 42 men wounded. The ponies were nearly all captured, some 700,
but the Indians, hemmed in by Miles's pickets, held out till after my arri v;;tl (firing wa.
then still going on), the evening of the 4th. I had with me two friendly Nez Perce
and an interpreter. The two N~z Perces were sent the next morning into the hostile
<lamp. Through them the surrender was arranged. .A few Indians, including Whit
Bird, crept out through the lines during the night. .A portion of my artillery and infantry and Sturgis's cavalry were brought up within 25 miles of the battle-field; but
as the Sioux under Sitting Bull continued quiet, I deemed it best, on account of the
difficulty of supplying the command, to return the foot troops to the Missouri. Stur
gis's cavalry was ordered to report to Colonel Miles and moved in conjunction with
him back to the mouth of the Musselshell. I embarked my troops on the steamer Benton. On account of Sitting Bull's proximity, I delayed their departure from the lOth
to the 13th instant, till Miles, burdened with the wounded and the Indian prisoner ,
375 in number, had reached the Missouri.
Colonel Sturgis and his regiment deserve special credit for energetic, persistent, and
successful work. Colonel M1les and his command have and deserve the great honor of
the final battle and surrender; while appreciation and gratitude are due our officer
and men who engaged the hostiles with success in Idaho, cheerfully made forced
marches for 1,600 miles, and were part of the last operating force north of the Missouri,
and were represented by their commander at the t::mrrender.
I directed Colonel Miles to keep the prisoners till next spring, it being too late to
send them to Idaho by direct routes this fall, and too costly by steamer and rail.
Can l meet yon in Chicago the 25th instant~
0. 0. HOWARD,
B1·igadier-General, Commanding Department.
Genera,l P. H. SHERIDAN,
Comrnancling Division of the Missouri.

My interview with G.eneral Sheridan detained me but one day, when
I proceeded to San .b"'ranci co auJ reported in person to the divi ion
commander.
I reached my department headquarters, Portland, Oreg., ou Suuday,
the 1lth of November.
FINAL GENERAL CONGRATULATORY ORDER.
[General Field Orders No. 8.1
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUl\IBIA,

Portlancl, Oreg., December l, 1 '1.
Th campaiiTn again t the ho tile Nez Perce. · is ended, and the last company of the
forcf' , orwrating against them bas at this date reacbe(l its station.
he C?mrnanrlin{? general con iders this a '(itting time to express to all who er>ed
under h1 ommauu officers and Roldiers of the Army, volnnteers, scouts, and other citizen .who rend red!in various capacities willing and valuable aid as occasion demanded,
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his appreciation of their services, and the assurance that they have won his high
regard and warm esteem.
From the 14th of June to the 5th of October pursuit was continuous. Not a day
P.assed that some part of the force was not marching, crossing torrents, climbing mountams, or threading their rocky defiles. From the Snake and Salmon Rivers, in Northern Idaho, across the con tiuent to within one day's march of the "British line," you
pursued a foe, at first cruel, arrogant, and boastful, but aft.er the successful battle of
the Clearwater, intent only on escaping and eluding your attack, and this they were
enabled to do with the fresh animals stolen from the friendly Indians and from the
settlements along their line of flight through Idaho, Montana., Wyoming, aud Dakota.
Through heat and cold, at times in ragged and insuffiuient clothing and without proper
· food, by marches of extraordinary length, often pressed in the hope of bring the enemy
to bay' to the limits of human and animal endurance, you followed the trail until
Joseph and his people were priso11ers of war.
To the officers of the adjutaut-geueral'.s and supply departments, at the headquarters in Portland and in the field, the commanding general expresses his thanks for the
zeal and ability which characterized the performance of their important duties. His
w~shes were frequently anticipated and his instructions relative to the necessary supplies promptly obeyed, in spite of tbe many obstacles and embarrassments that want
of the usual payments necessarily engendered. Success in the field is impossible without the conscientious and faithful discharge of duty on the part of officers charged
with the vital matter of supplies.
In this campaign the officers of the medical department have, by their care of the
sick and skillful treatment of the wounded, in some cases under very adverse circumstances, noticeably so at the "battle of the Big Hole," added to their already exeellent
reputation and standing in the Army.
.
It was an unusual campaign, and the ultimate successes reflect high credit upon
all who were called upon to exhibit the courage, energy, endurance, and determination by which alone the encl was so happily accomplished. Certainly it is gratifying
to all of us who were engaged in this successful expedition to receive the unqualified
approval of those in authority over us. The general commanding therefore accompanies this recognition of your eminent services with the congratulatory order o~ the
commander of this military division, which contains, besides his own, the favorable
opinion of the General of the Army.
The following complimentary remarks from the General of the Army are published
for the satisfaction of all concerned:
"Tqe capture of Joseph and the Nez Perces completes the campaign, and reflects
credit on all engaged; on General Howard's command that pursued them, as well as
upon the commands of Colonels Sturgis and Miles that headed them off and finally
captured them.
"The division commander desires also to express his appreciation of the conduct
and efforts of the troops of the division engaged in the campaign, and in welcoming
them back hopes that in the knowledge gained in Indian warfare and strong companionship which comes from sharing together fatigue, difficulties, and 'd anger, they have
found satisfaction and conscious strength which will be .. treasured for further endeavors."
By command of Brigadier-G~eral Howar'cl:
EDWIN C. MASON,
Major Twenty-first Injant1·y, Acting Assistant Inspectm·-Geneml.
CONCLUDING REMARKS. -

Uudoubtedly to evers though~fnl officer of the Army who acquaints
himself witll passing evenr;s, particularly with those of a military character, the charge of slowness, so freely imputed to my command by
many public journals of ~he country, bas been put to rest. Still, as such
a thought may remain somewhere-of unnecAssarJ dela3rs, or t!Jat somehow sheer weariness from prolonged exertion, attended with shortness
of supplies, was the cause of them-permit me to show that these representations have resulted from misinformation.
RATE OF MARCHING.
1~

t. 'rue march to Cttptain Perry's battlr.-fi. hl, of 80 miles, averaged
milPs per honr, including all rests and halts.
2d. Them trJh of the m..tin. column, of ~6 rn · l ~ s, fro:n the cre.:;t of the

2~
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bill south of the Salmon, near Craig'sli'erry, to the battle-field, averaged
30t miles per day for infantry. The infantry had assistance by tnrns
from a few country wagons.
DELAY IN STARTING.

3d. It is objected that the column delayed starting in the pursuit from
the 17th of July, the date of Major Mason's skirmish at 'Vey-ipe, till
. the 26th of July, nine days. Yes, because the cavalry force from Fort
Boise, under Major Sanford, did not reach Mount Idaho till the end of
nine days. There was no real delay, because the available force nuder
Sanford was continually in motion, over a bad trail, making a march
of over 20 miles per day. It would' have been folly to have set forth
with the few troops I had the 17th of (July for Montana. The skulking
"non -treaty Indians" left in Idaho would surely then have made it uncomfortable for the iuhabitauts near Camas Prairie. In fact, Colonel
Wheaton, with his command, did not reach Lewiston till the 29th of
July, over 50 miles then from my camp, while Major Green, with his
infantry, was still over 70 miles away on the Boise and Mount Idaho
trail. The " renegade Indians" to the north and west, from 1,000 to
1,500 strong, excited by the discontent of the whites, left alone, would
undoubtedly have broken out, and I would have been justly held responsible for the consequences.
I did attempt tc force matters and to set out by the Lewiston and
the Mullan road ten days sooner, but the disturbed condition of my
depa.rtment absolutely prevented this. It was too much of a risk to
run, for either the return of Joseph's or the breaking out of other Indians
in the next ten or twelve days after the date of my departure, would
have been disastrous in the extreme.
WHEN THE PURSUIT WAS BEGUN.

4th. One official telegram says that l did not start on the march in
pursuit beyond the limits of my department till after the hostiles had
passed beyond Captain Rawn, in the Lolo Canon. This is a mistake. I
made my first day's march the 26th of July from my camp ou Croasdaile's farm, Camas Prairie. The hostiles passed by Captain Rawn in
the afternoon of August 1, so that excluding oue day's delay at the
ri\'er, and one in an importaut reconnai 'Sauce, I actually marched five
day from the point of departure when the Indians passed Captain
Rawu. After Major SaiJford's arriYal at Kamiah, the eYening of tile
27th, it took all the next day to complete crossing tbe river. We reaclwd
the vicinity of Captain B.awn'8 fortified camp the e\Tening of tlle 7th of
Augu.·t. The ludiau, then had six days the start of us. My com wand
bad now gained three (lc:t~' S on them.
PROXLII'l'Y OF HOWARD',' COiYIMAND '1'0 TilE HOSTILES A'I' VARIOUS
DATES •

.A.t ibbon ' battle-field we were but tu:o days behind them with the
whole column.
t <Alma · Meadow , the morning of the .... Oth of Augu t, we eng·aged
th ·m in attl. , th ir camp and herd lwing only ·orne 16 mile,' ahead .
.In h • Tat10nal Park, heyoncl th • Yell w tone, m.v sc ut. 'kirmishetl
,_1 h th m · , ncl aCYain on Ulark,. i' rk, befor ascending the dividjng
II ~rr.' to 11 •, 1 t ~I untaiu~ w
.·truck a ·amp at nigh which th(•y had
l •f 111 th • 1 onJnw tL a v nc ·couts ldllillg an Jndian straggler.

GENERAL OP THE ARMY.·

637

The 13th of Septe'm ber our advance with Colonel Sturgis overtook
the Indians ag-ain, and had a running fight with them.
After this I delayed purposely, making short marches, in the hope that
Colonel Miles, might head them off, as I bad earnestly requested him to
do in a dispatch of September 12, till I learue1l that the Indians bad
crossed the Missouri; and after that, when Colonel Miles reported to me
that they had not disco,·ered his movement~, I belcl back my main column at Carroll till news came that he ba1l struck them~ though I had
proceedt>d m,VseH with my aLtiller.v battalion to Ouw hland, ;llH1 hatl
kept on in persuu in order to concert action, having S1Jecial regard to
supplying the troops, and to the po~ition of the ho8tile Sioux under
Sitting Bnll.
The command was then moved as near Uolouel Miles as I deemed
essential. One day would have corr1pleteu tlJe junetiou of troops had it
been required, either for Joseph's Indiaus or for the hostile ~iuux.
A few extraets from reports received show the rapidity with which
mo,·ements were made by different detachments of the command along
the main route or brauching out from it; and the following table of
.a ·v entges shows mathematically how much the men and officers of my
command deserve prai~e for energy and .enclurance, rather than censure
for slowuess. But tlle l. ble cannot show the difficulties of' the wilderness
through which these marches were made; and it must be remembere•l
that we were constrained to subsist our animals on the natural t:Ora,ge of
the country, and must allow them time to graze, necessitated as we were
to keep our animals alive by grazing !tlone.
.
I cannot forl.Jear to introduce some of the exceptional marches made
by my entire commatid-cavalry, infant,ry, and tr.a ins.
EXCEPTIONAL MARCHES.

Cavalry.
70 miles in two days.

55/

I

3~ ~ 155

miles in four days.

I

40)

Infantry.
46
31
22
22

miles
miles
miles
miles

in
in
in
in

oue day, wagons partially assisting.
one day.
one day.
one day.

Entire Command-Cavalry, Foot Troops, and Trains.
25{
~5,

18
25 (Marches of seven consecutive <lays.

231

26

18

~

21 ~ Marches of three consecutive days.
21
31
25 miles in one day.
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Table of Averages.

From August 28 to September 15, inclusive, to the cessation of pursuit of the hostiles by advance under Sturgis, ca.mp on Musselshell:
Days, 19 1 37~ miles.

+

19.842

From September 17 to October I, inclusive, from camp on Musselshell
to Missourj River:
Days, 15123~ miles.
15.4

From August 28 to October 1, inclusive, including all halts and rests
from Henry Lake to Missouri River:
Days, 35 1 608 miles.
17,4

.

Same, deducting all halts and rests (3 days in camp):
Days, 32 1 608 mi,les.
.

18.424

Grand total average from beginning of the pursuit ·across the Lolo
trail until the embarkation on the Missouri River for the homeward
iourney, including all halt-s and stoppages, from July 27 to October 10:
Days, 75 I 1321 miles 17.61 miles per day, average.
13211
.
311
~Total from Lewiston to month of Little Rocky Creek.
1632)
1

--,

311 1
501 8
· ~From Lewiston to Henry Lake.
812.8 j

Lieutenant Fletcher ha in process of preparation a map of the campaign and battles, quite in detail, which I will send as soon as it shall
be fini bed, to be placed with this report.
Permit me to expreR to the general comman11ing the division and to
the Gen .ral of the Army my grateful sen e of renewed obligation for
needed conn el and prompt and energetic official ·npport during the late
trying campaign again. t the ho tile non-treaty Jnuian of Idaho.
Very re pectfully, your obecli nt ervant,
0. 0. HOWARD,
B'rigarlier-General, U.S. A.,
Com,?nanding Department of the Oolwnbia.

Th

SI 'l'A?iT

D.JUTANT- 'ENERAL,

Military Division of the Pacific,

.

an Frcmci:co, Cal.
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APPENDIX A.

M1·. A. J. Cain's corninunica.tion.
THE INDIANS OF THE UPPER COLUMBIA-AN EXACT AND IMPARTIAL ACCOUNT OF
THE CONDITION AND SITUATION--NECESSITY OF ACTION IN REGARD TO THEM-A
PLAN OUTLINED.
PORTLAND, December 12, 1877.
SIR : Being aware of the deep interest you take in securing a just and humane solution of the Indian prohlem, and having bad many years experience with the Indians in
Eastern Oregon and Washington and~Nortb Idaho, I take the liberty of submitting
some of the results of my experience.
.
The incipient cause8 of the late outbreak date ba('k many years; in fact., to the time
the treaties were made, altl;wugh there were many minor causes that tended to aggravate matters, all of which you are familiar with.
I wish particularly to refer to the present feeling among the Indians occup.ring the
district of country before referred to. The Indians east of the Columbia and Snake
Rivers, and residing this side of the Bitter Root range of · mountains, have never been
treated with, although promised from time to time, from the period that treaties were
made with the other Indians, they shouldhavt~ the same consideration at the hands of
the government. These Indians, with but few exceptions, were quiet during the war
of 1855-'56. The war with them in 1858 was mainly due to their belief that the;y were
not to be cared for as promised, and the apprehension that the whites woulU occupy
their country without any regard to their rights.
The same anxiety still exists in the~r minds. They are fully aware of the great inducements their country offers to the agriculturist and miner, and they view with great
alarm the large immigration pouring into the country before any provisions have been
mad e by the government to secure them their rights. There are about five thousand of
these Indians in the district of country alluded to, living in small communities in different parts of this large area of country, mostly upon and in the vicinity of the several rivers and streams, to avail themselves of the bountiful supplies of all kinds of fish, which
aid very materially in their subsistence. The most of these Indians are as loth to dispense with their fish as the white man would be to dispense with his beef and mutton.
In most instances they have not only cultivated gardens, but have opened small farms
without any encouragement or aid from the government.
The proposed reservations for these people are very extensive and occupy a large
portion of the country. The Indians already located upon these proposed reservations are the only ones that will b.e satisfied. Those that would have to desert
their present homes would have to be moved by force. Many of these Indians along
the Columbia and Snake Rivers, occupying lands comparatively useless to the enterprising white settlers; are taking out their first papers, with a view to avail themselves
of the rights of citizenship, and· take up lands in severalty to· avoid going upon a reservation. I have been consulted by many of these Indians from time to time upon
this subject, and feel confident that if proper legislation could be had, with careful
dealing and explanations made to all of them not treated with, a saving to t.he government could be had of from two to three millions of acres of land for immediate
settlement, besides dispensing with the present expensive reservation system.
The policy of allowing Indians to take land in severalty once inaugurated in the
district of country occupied by the Indians not yet treated with, would be the means
of inducing Indians now upon reservations to adopt a similar policy within the
next few years.
Cougref5s, in 1858, extended the land laws east of the Cascade Mountains, before the
confirmation of the treaties, and the immigrants and miners who are pushing into the
upper country referred to do not regard the Indians as possessing any rights they are
boqnd to respect in locating upon lands. There are in this region extensive mining
grounds now known, that will pay moderate wages, and men are now p'reparing to
organize companies to occupy these grounds, under a law of Congress allowing miners
to associate, and pre-empt mining lands. The leading Indians are aware of all these
facts, and I regret to be compelled to say that I am convinced that unless some legislation is had to protect the Indians al luded to, trouule of a very serious character must
occur before the expiration of another year, which will require a large military force
to adjnHt.
The minds of the Indians treated with, and upon reservations, are also much excited
in regard to thl-'ir future. From their long ~Lncl intimate intercourse with the whites,
many speaking our language, they fully comprehend the prevailing desire of the
whites to occupy their reservations, even to the extent of resorting to force. They
are also aware of the prevailing opinion of the large majority of the whites that at
the expiration of the twenty yean> the Indians are to receive annuities, that all their
rights to the occupancy of the lands reserved are to be abrogated, and that there are
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_... uy pe rsons no w selec tin g lau ds u pon the reservations w ith a view to occupy them
as soon as th e present t rPrt.tieA exp ire.
The presen t reservation system has been a great failure in reali zing the expectations
of the gonrnmt-nt i11 rega rd t o t h e improvement of t he condition of the Indian. As a
matter of course t.here are some few excep tions. T he more intelligent of t he Indians
are apprehensive t hat the government will not be able to exercise suffi.cient authority
to prot ect t hem in fu t nre in their righ ts secu red under this system. They f ull y comprel·pnd that a large hnmigration is pouring into the country, determined to secure
land n t. al1 hazards. For these reasons they can he induced to take lands in severalty,
wbrreh~T they can be secured in homes in which they can have the protection of t he
national a nd local laws for all time to come. The inducement offered to the immigrant to engage in farm ing, mining, ancl other businf'SS pursuits in connection with
proposed railroad enterprises in Eastern Oregon, Washington. and North Idaho insures
a large population within a very short time, and to prefierve tlle present reservation
systPm will necessitate the presence of a very large mi lita.ry force, with constant danger of conflict between the military authority and the citizen. OtberwisP, au ind iscriminate war wonld be finally m~tde npon the Indian by the citizen, resulting in his.
specrl~· extermination contrary to all c1icta~es of humanity.
In my opinion the only safe solution of the qnestion is to induce Congress to pass a
general homestead law for the ~'Special benefit of the Indians, with t.he following leading provisions: Give each heacl of family 160 acres agricultural and pastnre land, and
to a single man l:lO acres, allowing them to take up the lanrl by the fort.y-acre snhdivisions, and small communities to take their pastoral ina large bo<ly together, each having his portion set apart separately; patents to be issued, wit.h the reAervation t.h at
the hmd conlcl never be alienated from the Indian and his heirH. School- districts
shoulcl be estaulishecl for 1Yhe especial benefit of the Indians, an<l proper persons for
teaclwrs employed by the government. for a period of time who coultl exercise a salutary ioflnence over the Indian and assist in executing the lotws.
'When Indians are disposed to Jearn any mechanical tracle, provision should be made to
assist. them in heing apprenticed to proper persons in legitimate business in the different
parts of the country. Seeds and agricultural implem(jnts should be snpplied them for
a period of time, and one good practical farmer acqnaiuted with Indian character could
distribute seeds and implements and instruct and assist a large number of Inclians.
They do not care for trinkets and blankets, which they can always purchase at snch
prices that they do not value them as gifts from the gonn·nmeut.
Mills are being erected in all parts of the country, and they could get their milli ng
done in their imrned iate vicinity wbbre they wonld do their other trading. They should
be held amenable to all the laws extended over the white man, and the same penalty
should be imposed upon the Indian and the white man alike that is imposed by local
legislation for selling liquor to minors. making the offense a felony. All tribal relation~ hon1cl be eli regarded, which the Inclians are gradually abandoning now. Power
sbonld be vested in proper person· to enforce the la\-y and protect as well as to punish
the Inclian ancl white man. In aclclition to the saving of lands to the government for
imm~>cliate occupation, it can be readily seen that besides securing peace and the prcservntion of the Inclian, a great saving can be made in the expenditures of the government in the [mlian's behalf.
Near the Upper Spokane bridge there is an Indian village, composed of twent,y resident families. They have seventeen dwellings, and about one hundred acres of laud
und r cultivation, inclosed witb one and a baH miles of good fence. Sty lome i& the beadman and busine manag r . He does not exercise any authority as a chief, nor does
be recognize any chief over h1m. He lost all his stock in tile war of 185 . Since then
he ha changed bi views and hahits, and ha built two go.od log-houses for himself,
ha two wagons and barne , a bugO'y, and plenty of work-horses. lie ha his stable,
granary, wagon-house, and chicken-bouse, in imitation of all well-to-do farmers. He
ha grain to sell ever.v year. There -ar about one huudre(l other Indians, who pend
th nmm r in hunting, fishing, and trapping, who stop at Stylome's village in the
wiltter, and acknowledg the regulations macle for their self-government, which are
nforc d by an offic •r duly elected, who performs similar duties to our sheriffs. Any
Indian committing an offen. a«rainst an Inclian or white man, if properly informed
upon, i <lnly arr st cl and pnni hed. Although they have daily business transactions
with th whit , no difficulti ·s occnr.
Tlw" Incli, n ar inclu<l cl withiu the limits of on of the propo ed. reservation ,
ancl a. , m tt r of eonr.· , are ati liecl, for what they ha.ve accomplished ha been
without aiel from th gov rnment, ancl they are willing to r ceive any a i tance
otfc•rNl· hnt if they w re l ft ont of th limit of the propo ed re erve they would.
have to be mov cl h ·fore . I onl<l m •ntiou many other instauc•. of the effort of
th ' e Inclian , not tr~>:tted with in th . arne dir c· ion. 'ov ruor 'tevens explained
t tlw Indian., in making tr atie. with th m that he anticipat d at the xpiration of
t'v.en Y Yt', r bat mo.-t of th m ' onld h nabl d to occupy land in sev ralty, and
UJOY : 11 of th h n Itt of incl p nd n citizen ; an.d tho e on the different re ·erva•
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tions not prepared to live without an agent's supervision, would be placed upon one
reservation somewhere in the upper country. Spokane Garry well remembers Governor Stevens's views, and called my attention to them especially last summer, knowing I was familiar with the same fact.
I do not pretend to say the policy indicated cn.n be carried out without a great deal
of patience and careful dealing and explanations made to the Indians. They are now
h~ving conferences and consultations among themselves in regard to the situation
Without the knowledge or concurrence of the agents.
In regard to the Indians who still adhere to their original wild and roving habits,
to establish a reservation for their especial benefit would only be an encouragement
to them to continue their original mode of life. They would naturally spend their
winters with the little established communities, such as Stylome's, and could be gradually influenced by the better class and more influential Indians who have changed
their mode of life.
.
There have been so many different suggestions and propositions made to the Indians,
which have not received any fulfillment on the part of Congress or the authorities at
Washington, that they have lost confidence in all propositions made them, and unless
accompanied with some ability for a practical fulfillment which they can comprehend,
they will give but little heed to what is said to them. They regard you, sir, as their
friend, and at the same time are now under a wholesome fear resulting from your recent military operations. The present season is the propitious time to adjust the relations between the Indian and the government satisfactorily. Before leaving the upper
country I met many Indians who said they were informed you would use force to put
them on reservations this winter, which excited them much, fearing starvation. I
cantione:l them to listen to no words that did not come direct from you.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. J. CAIN.
Brig. Geu. 0. 0. HOWARD,
Commancling Depa·r tment Coltimbia, Portland, Oreg.

APPENDIX

B.

Petition of citizens.

To 0. 0.

HOWARD,

General Co1n rnanding the Depa1·tment of the Pacific.

This is a prayer for the establishment of a milita.ry garrison somewhere
in the Spokane country, and we, whose names follow, certify to the following statement of facts:
,.
The country to be protected is one of the finest agricultural and grazing regions on
the Pacific coast. Cavalry horses, when not in service, might be h erded eight months
of the year, and do well without grain. Cereals iu abtmdant supply can be raised for
man and horse. Fuel would be l1t your tent-doors. Lumber for barracks can be had
very low and convenient. Fine loca.tions for garrison purposes, with excellent water,
are yet in the hands of government.
The garrison at Fort Colville practically affords us no protection on account of its
smallness, distance, and im1)assable condition of the roads during a large portion of
t he :vear.
·
We are in the midst of and surrounded by the following tribes of Indians, none of
whom are on reservations, viz: Spokanes, Creur d'Alenes, Palouses, Colvilles, Kalesp ella, Pen d'Oreilles, and scattering bands of some other tribes. 'l'heir most extensive
fishing-grounds are also on the Spokane, where twice a year they assemble iu gl'eat
n umbers, affording favorable opportunities to combine in attacks on the settlers. Their
best camas-fields are also within easy r each of a g arrison located iu this country.
Sever al times already h a ve the settlers left the country on account of Indian troubles,
a nd many a re now leaving.
.
Without military protection the d evelopment of this fine country must be disastrou<ily
retard ed. Walla Walla is too far off. It affords a safe place for the r-,oldier, but bhe
safety of the soldier there is often the deat h or ruin of the citizen here.
I n v iew of these f acts and recent occurrences, we earn estly pray you, g eneral, to use
yo nr in fluence with t he department to est a blish a garrison for the protection of the
citizens i n t he r egion named abov e.
Jnne 2,.., 1 77.
S. G. HA.VERMALE,
GENERAL:

P resiclin[J Elcler Trrtlla Wa lla District, Methoclist E piscopal Ohu1·ch.
J. M . GLOVER,
Po8tmas ter at Spo lccme Fa lls.
M. M. CA. WLE Y,
Postmaster at Spokane B rid,qe,

41 w

And eigh ty-seven

oth er~.
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Mr. Have1'1nale's lettm· of transmittal.

WALLA WALLA, WASH., July 30, 18i7.
GENERAL: I hope you will pardon my trespass upon your time, but our people on
the Spokane are in imminent danger and without arms or defense of any kind. I hope
the prayer of the petitioners will be granted. It may not be in very good form, not
having any military man among us, but it states facts. It was at first intended to have
it signed only by a few men in official station, but the people all wanted to, so it was
permitted.
It is the great head-center of the Indian country. Many will lose their whole crops
while they are taking their families to places of safety.
If government receives money for land the settler ought to be secured in its possession.
• I would have sent this to you earlier but for the press of business on your hands.
At this date no arms have reached Spokane Falls.
Yours, most truly,
·
S. G. HAVERMALE.
APPENDIX D.
Colonel Watkins's lette1·.

SPOKANE FALLS, WASH., August Hl, 1877..
DEAR GENERAL: vVe have just closed our council with the Indians of the various
tribes of the north. Moses was not present, but I think it was on account of not getting proper word of the time and place. I had understood that he was north of the
Spokane River, and wrote to Agent Simms to send him an official invitation to be
present, in accordance with the agreement made with him at Yakima, but he failed to
send a reliable messenger, and the probability is that he did not learn of the council
in time to reach here. He is still at his old place on the Columbia, and has remained
there through all the excitement. I cannot believe there is any intention on his part
to neglect to attend. I write him and send by special courier to-clay.
The Indians present all expressed their friendly feeling toward the whites, and
promised to go upon the reservation I have decided to recommend and upon those
already established.
I send you a. copy of the agreement signed by the Indians. A good feeling prevails,
and the Indians all promise obedience. I have not made them any promises, but I
intend to secure an appropriation for them next year. Agent Simms has had nothing
to do with, and has done nothing. Am inclined to think he will have to be replaced
by a more ener~etic man. All will be well this way, I firi:nly believe. The news from
your command m the field is meager, but I trust to hear favorable news when I reach
Lewiston.
General Wheaton and all the officers of his command have been extremely courteous. General Wheaton and I have agreed fully. Captain Wilkinson has rendered
v aluable services, which I desire to especially recognize. I trust that he will be allowed to accompany me to other r eserv ations.
Very truly, yours,
E. C. WATKINS,
In sp ecto1·.

General 0. 0 . HOWARD,
Commanding D epm·tment.

APPENDIX E.
Official reJJOJ't of M. . n-ilkinson, First Lieutenant Thirll Infantry, Aide-de- Camp, made in
accordance u:i/h the following order :

r. pecial Orders No. 107.]
HEADQ 'ARTER DEPART:I1E);'T OF TilE C OLU~f:BIA
P01·tlancl, Oreg. , Ko mber 13, 1 77 .
.fi. The v<;rhn1 in . rt~ction of. tb rlepartme.nt command r of J uly 25, 1 77, to F ir, t
L1 •ut ..: l •·lv•ll~ . ;v•!k.1n ·on, Th!rd In~~mtr.. , m<~ -de- ·amp, to accompany the i nsp ctor
of In han ait.ur tJ dtfier nt l ud1 n tnu 111 tht: der~artment, are confirmed.
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The journeys performed are as follows : .
From Walla ·walla, Wash., to Umatilla Agency, Oreg.; Umatilla Agency to Gray's
Harbor to Tulalip Agency, Wash.; Tulalip Agency to Seattle, Wash.; Seattle to Port
Townsend, Wash.; Port Townsend to Portland, Oreg.; PQrtland to Warm Springs
Agency, Oreg. ; Portland to Grande Ronde Agency, Oreg.; Grande Ronde Agency to
Siletz Agency, Oreg.; Siletz Agency to Portland, Oreg.; and between the dates of July
23, 1877, and October 30, 1877.
.
By command of Brigadier-General Howard :
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMii;NT OF THE COL1J:;IfBIA,

Po1'tlancl, Oreg., November· 5, 18i7. ,.
SIR: I have the honor to submit my report of a tour of inspection of the Indian
::tgencies in this department; also some details of the council held at Spokane Falls
in August last.
In accordance with instructions from the department commander, I left Lewiston,
Idaho, August 3, with United States Indian Inspector E. C. Watkins, to join the "left
column," General Wheaton's, which we did at 3.30 p. m., same day. August 4, the column marched to Palouse City; on the 5th to Pine Creek. The 6th, the column remained
in camp, Inspector ·watkins and myself riding· over the mountains to the Lower Camr
d'Alene Mission, where we meet Father Cataldo and Josl3t, the chief of the Cceur
d' Alenes. Selties arrives at the mission about one hour after us.
This visit settles the question, an important one just now: to this section, as to the
friendliness of these Indians. 'l'hey show us that they have done all in their power to
protect the settlers in that part of the country, having made regular details to do so
under the general direction of Chief Selties; inmanyinstances, driving stock out of grainfields, and guarding the homes of settlers who had, in the general panic, fled to the
stockades. These facts were afterward verified by the testimony of the settlers themselves. Selties gave us assurances that he would, with his people, do all in his power
to prevent re-enforcements for Joseph, and promised to come with his principal men
to the council at Spokane Falls, and help in the way of preventing any further troubles .
with any Indians of this section-promises he faithfully kept. ·
August 7, column moves to Hangman's Creek (Copeland's). Here citizens came asking the inspector for a portion of the timber-laud on the Cceur d'Alene reservation.
They are firmly told that their request will receive no attention by him; that these
peace-keeping Indians are not to be disturbed in any way upon their reservation.
August 8. The inspector and myself, with small detachment of cavalry under command of Lieutenant Brodie, First Cavalry, ride on 15 miles to Spangle's house and
stockade.
August 9. Ride to Spokane Falls, to find that the Indians do not seem to have been
properly notified of the council.
August 10 we spend wa\ting for the Indians.
August 11. Spokane Garry comes to meet us, but is offish and does not receive us at all
kindly. The column having come up, we pitch our tent near General Wheaton's. Today cit.izens at and near Spokane Falls come to u& urging that the Indians be put on
reservations, but ask that troops be stationed at Spokane Falls; express fears that there
will be trouble unless they are protected, shduld the Indians be thus disposed of. This
day also quite a large number of Indians arrive, representing the different tribes called
to the council.
On the 13th inst., Moses not having reported, council was further delayed two days
for him. Four Indians came in who are suspected of being non-treaty Nez Perces; after
an unsatisfactory talk of considerable length, the inspector turns them over to General Wheaton; later in the day, it having been ascertained that they were such, General Wheaton orders them placed in irons.
On the 14th, messengers are sent to ascertain the number and spirit of Indians at the •
Lower Spokane fishery, and messenger Sherwood is sent after some Nez Perces Indians
reported to be in the Pondura country, with orders to bring them to us. Orders arrive
to-day halting this column at Spokane Falls, and information received that instructions
nre en route to us by special messenger from the commanding general of the department.

644

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

The following is a list of chiefs and headmen in council and their location :

Chiefs.

Tribes.

'

Seltise.
Stellman.
{ Qain-a-mo-:r.a.
Baptiste Pieun.
:Seal-Halt.
{ Bram-Cross.
Spokane Garry.
Three Mountain!!.
( Whistle-poo-sum.
1 Quis-e-me-on.
<.A.h-mi-melichin.
I Cos-te-akan.
l Che-as-qua.

Creur d .A.lenes ·..•...•........••••.•••••. ." •.•..•.•.•..•••. ______ ....... .

450

Upper Spokanes _..•.••....••....••.............•.•..........••... - .. --

383

• Falls Band Spokanes .........•.•.....•••.•.... -....... -......... -.... -

160

Lower Spokanes . .....•..............•............................ -... .

318

Pen d 'Oreilles _... __ ...............•.. _........•................. -.- .. .
Colville Band of Pen d'Oreilles ...............••............ _... _...... .
Okanagons .................................... --· ..................... .

250 {~Victor.
Semo.

60 Qni-qui-tam-e-lal.l.
To-nar-ket.
176 {~ Sur-sap-kan.
·

Colvilles ...... _..... ___ ... _.......... _____ . ____ .. _......... _..... _.... _

680 ~ Kui-kui-no-whu.

Dreamers-···-----· ........ ·................................... --·-·····
Palouse .................. -- . ................•..... ·.................... ·

200 Sweep-kan.
50 {~ 0-ei-else.
Hush-hush-pon-ecn.

40

( .A.ntonie-sche-hc-my.

Total .................•....•.......••....................... _....

~ua-too-low.

l Charley.

2, 767

LOCATIONS.

The Spokanes are in three bands, viz: Upper and Lower Spokanes, an<.l Spokane
Falls baud. The Upper Spokanes live from the mouth of Little Spokane to Baptiste
Pieon's Prairie. twelve miles east of Little Spokane.
The Lower Spokanes live from the Lower Spokane bridge to a point eighteen miles
down the Spokane River.
The Spokane Falls band live from the mouth of Little Spokane to Spokane Fal1s,
north side of Spokane River. There are about 40 of this band, under Three Mountains
or William Chief, who live from Spokane Falls to the mouth of Hangman's Creek.
The Creur 'dAlenes live on Hangman's Creek, Camas Prairie, east and north to Missoula River.
'rhe Pen d'Oreilles live on the Camas Prairie, forty-five miles east of Colville Valley
and up the Pen d'Oreille River to the Mission, in Montana Territory.
The Okana~ons live on Kettle River, and on Okanagon River, to the 49th parallel
in British ColUmbia.
The Colvilles live in the lower part of Colville Valley and Columbia River, to tlle
mouth of Spokane River, bot h side::; of the Columbia.
!IIE~IOUA...."'-WUM OF :FIRST DAY'S COU~CIL.

October 16. Council opened with prayer by a Spokane Indian, Cornelius. In pector
Watkin then said, in substance: ''That he had come from Washington to meet them;
• expected to have met them before, as arranged with General Howard, but upon visiting Lapwai found that the non-treaty Nez Perces had gone to war; that General Howard was then driving them beyond the mountains and would kill or capture them ;
that no one could f el wor e than himself concerning the Nez Perces, of whom it
c old be aid, until now, that their hands harl never been stained by the blood of the
whit man.
eneral Wheaton and Captain Wilkinson will represent General Howard
in this council; want you to take your time al.ld tell me all your wants; how you like
your agent, an how you are g tting on. I came to talk about these matter . It is
the wi 1h and the direction of the government that all the Indians honld go upon the
r . n·. tio~ , orb c me citizen . I . nt s~me time ago to Mo es a mes age to come to
ht connctl. If r h ha not recetved It. Now, select your chiefs to talk for you,
: nd 1 t tbP.m go on.
'hi f
1 i • (Cu- r d Al ne) . poke first and said that he hnd heen help:ug the

r.
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whites, and now wanted the whites to help him and his people; ''am working now
for a piece of land for my children ; hope you people will do all that's right to please
the Indians. I find that my good people are from the church; would like my reservation a little larger; it's too small if other Indians want to come on."
To-nar-ket (OkanaO'on). This chief at this time also spoke for the Colvilles, then
said: "I came to kn~w how much land I'm going to get. We had a talk about our
reservation before; think if the government would give us a six-mile strip this (east)
sille Columbia River, all the wa.y from British Columbia, that that will be enough. [The
inspector will so recommend.] My people all like our country; they are big, like me,
and have plenty of grub:"
Cos-te-akan, a Lower Spokane, whose English name is Cornelius, and who opened
the day's council with prayer, said, after exhibiting a paper given him by the Rev. Mr.
Eells, as to the friendliness of the Lower Spokanes: "My heart is just as that paper
says." This chief also refused to talk with General Howard and Commissio~r Schenck
in regard to a reservation.
Spokane Garry then said that be was thinking about Moses: "If you don't want to
have Moses at this council we will talk to-morrow. 'fhere is always one that acts
mean in a council. We are not talking for fun. Moses and Smohallie ought to go on
a reservation."
The inspector then said that we have the written promises of Moses and Smohallie
that they will go on reservations by the first of September next.
GARRY. That we didn't know.
'
!~SPECTOR. If they don't go, General Howard will use the Army to put them on a
reservation-those who are not citizens.
Garry said that be wanted to stay where he was; didn't like the country the inspector had selected for a reservation.
Chiefs of the Colvilles, Upper Spokanes, and Pen d'Oreilles spoke in a very friendly
manner. The inspector said later in the council he would speak more in a general
way, and General Wheaton expressed himself that soldiers were-for fighting, not -t alking, and that they were the friends of the Indians.
At the request of the inspector, Captain Wilkinson closed the day's council with
some advice to the Indians.
August 17. C,ouncil opened wUh Father Cataldo in prayer, after which the inspector
eX"_Plained fully his duties and his responsibilities, to stand as the true friend of all
Indians. His careful statement was listened to with closest attention by all save
Garry, giving, except in his case, great satisfaction.
SEMO (Pen d'Oreille ). Indians are working for two things, trying to get a piece of
land and save their souls. In this way we have two hearts, first soul and then body.
Father Cataldo, at the earnest solicitation of the inspector, then gave the Indians
excellent instruction, especially in direction of the cultivation of the soil, the sin of
sloth, the necessity of giving the inspector a decided answer in regard to going upon
reservations and getting homes, and then would come the blessing· of schools for their
children, when, being thus loc~ted, the government would help in the way of farming,
tools, &c. The inspector added that this would be so.
The Rev. Mr. Cowley warmly indorsed what Father Cataldo had said, adding some ·
other practical thoughts.
At this point Garry was asked to speak, which he refused to do, clearly showing
himself the one disturbing element, but his action was fast losing him any controlling
influence in the council.
Whistle-poo-sum (Lower Spokane) said that he depended upon the inspector to act
rfor him; that he was willing to go where the inspector would send him.
Charley (Colville) "would go home laughing," though he had come with tears in
his heart; l1e liked the country given, and so did all his people. "The strip you have
given us makes our country large enough.
0-ei-el se (Palouse) was no chief, but bacl been sent to represent some of my chiefs.
Sli-out-sab, the principal one, is too old to come. Palouse country is where I was
born and raised; have done hard work there, and want to stay."
The inspector said that all Indians who clid not become citizens must go on some
reservation, and in his judgment the Palouse Indians ought to go to the Creur d'Alene
reservation, but if they want to go to the Colville they can do so. 0-ei-else then said:
"I will go with the Lower Spokanes; they are relati ,-e!'l of mine. I will sign a paper
to-morrow that my people will go with me.''
Antoine-sche-he-my (Colville): I don't see any law passed for the Indians. When
a white man kills an Indian they put him in tho guard-house. In three days he gets
out, and then the white man says he got away. But when one of my Indians breaks
the law and murders I see him hung. I never saw a white n~an with a 1·ope around
his neck for killing an Indian, so my law is better than yours. I am not ashamed of
my law. You have ronde my heart happy; am pleased wit.h our reservation. Now,
when you put onr Indians on it, I want soldiers to watch between them and the
whites.
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The inspector again and fully tells the Indians what it means to become a citizen,
and how they can get title to land they occupy, and after a good talk from Chief
Seltise (Creur d'Alene) the council, in harmony, at 4.~0 p.m., adjourned.
August 18. The third and last day's council opened by prayer by the Rev. Mr.
Havermale, resident Methodist clergyman at Spokane Falls.
Captain Wilkinson spoke of the relative control of the Interior and ·war Departments over the Indians; explained in what sense he represented the commanding genei·al in the council.
Antoine-sche-he-my (Colville), Ah-mi-melichin (Lower Spokane), Hush-hush-pon-een
(Palouse), Cos-te-akan (Lower Spokane), Inspector Watkins, Qui-qui-tam-e-lah (Colville band of Pen d'Oreilles), Agent Simms, To-nar-ket (Okanagon), and Whistlepoo-sum (Lower Spokane) each made short talks. The conn cil was harmonious. Notwithstanding Garry was grum and silent, he did not seem able to create mistrust among
the Indians.
The chiefs, with the exception of Garry, then signed written agreements." (Copies
herewith.) .
Garry, with his band of Spokane Falls Indians, were given until spring by the inspector to decide upon citizenship or some reservation.
General Wheaton then said: "The soldiers did not come here to talk, but I am glad
to see so many well-disposed chiefs, who govern so many thousands of miles. No government officer moves without his orders. He will be kind and thoughtful to all who
obey the law, and his hand will be heavy upon those who do not. The officers all hope
that all the instructions of Colonel ·watkins will be obeyed. The colonel and myself
are friends. Twelve years ago we were in the same army. We are friends yet, and
work together. Do as you have been instructed by the inspector and all will be well.
The soldiers came as your friends, and will go away as your friends-better friends.''
Rev. Mr. Cowley then closed the council with pra.yer, and at 2 p.m. it was declared
closed by the inspector, ColonelS: C .. Watkirrs.
Following are the writt.en agreements:
IN COUNCIL AT SPOKANE FALLS,

vVASH.,

August 18, 1877.

We, the undersigned, chiefs and head men of the Spokane tribe of Indians, for ourselves and our people, hereby agree to accept the following-described land for oru·
reservation:
Beginning at the source of the Chimokau Creek, in Washington Territory, thence
down said creek to the Spokane River, thence down said river to the Columbia River,
thence up the Columbia River to the mouth of the Nomchim Creek, thence easterly
to the place of beginning; and we do further agree to go upon the same by the 1st of
November next, with the view of establishing our permanent homes thereon and engaging in agricultural pursuits. We hereby renew onr friendly relations with the
whites, and promise to remain at peace with the government aml abide by all laws
of the same, and obey the orders of the Indian Bureau and the officers acting thereunder.
WHISTLE-POO-SUM, his + mark.
QU1S-E-ME-ON, his + mark.
AH-MI-MELICHIN, his
mark.
COS-TE-AK.A.N, his+ mark.
CHE-AS-QUA, his + mark.

+

PAUL, his

+ mark.

\Yitnes, es:
E. C. WATKINS,

Spokane8.
OrapaheH.

United State8 Indian Inspector.
FR NK WIIEATON,

M. C.

B1·evet Major-General Unitccl Slates Army, Colonel Second Infunil'y.
WILKIN ON,

Brct:et Captain rnite<Z late.s Arrny, Aide-de-Camp.

I .e- COU .~:'C IL AT ' POKC'E PALL ' \V ASII.,
August 19, 1877.

\V , the nnd r ign d, chief aJHl h ad men of the Colville, Okana..,.on, San Poel and
Lak uar.Hls of India~ , for our. lv sand our peopl , her by a<Yree t~ accept the presolvllle r :· rv ~t10n with the addition of a strip of land six mileR wide lying east
olnmbu~ Rtv r nnd adjacent ther unto, extendin..,. from the Briti h line on the
n r h the ...Tomchim Cr ck on the s uth (to be h r aft r set apart for them a a
'r f h ir r . rva ion), t ooo upon th
arne on or h fore the 1 t day of October
n · t and r tnatn p rmaurntly with a view of ultivatinrr th lan<l and ecnring for

oo

lv

futnr bornp .
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'Ve further agree to remain at peace with the whites and hereby ren ew and express
our friendship arid firm determination to abide by the laws of the country and obey the
orders of the Bureau of Indian Xffairs, and all officers of the same.
TO-NAR-KET, his + mark,
Chief Okanago?/8.
SCHE-HE-MY, his + mark.
KUI-KUI-NO-WHU, his + mark.
Colvillcs.
CHARLEY, his + mark.
SNIP-KEL, his + mark,
'
·
San Poel and Dreamers.
QUA-TOO-LOW, his + mark,
Colvilles. ·
SUR-SAP· KAN, his + mark,
Okanagons.
\Vitnf>sses :·
E. C. WATKINS,
United States Inclian Inspeoto1·.
FRANK WHEATON,

Brevet Major-General United Stcttes A1·my, Colonel Second Injcmtry.

M. C.

WILKINSON,

.

Brevet Captain United States A1'1ny,

Aide-de-Can~p.

SPOKANE FALLS, WASH.,

Attgnst 18, 1877 .
. \ Ve hereby agree, as chiefs and head men of the Palouse tribe of Indians, to go upon
either the Cmur d'Alene or Spokane reservations by the 1st of November, 1877.
0-EI-ELSE, his + mark.
PA-IlUA-UA-TIN, his+ mark.
' VitneSSPS:
E. C. WATKINS,
United States Indian Inspector.
FRANK WHEATON,

Brevet Major-Geneml United States Army, Colonel Second Injant?·y.
]\f.

C.

WILKINSON,

B1·evet Captain United States ATmy, Aicle-de-Camp.
SPOKANE FALLS, WASH.,

.
.
Attgttst 18, 1877.
\Ve, the undersigned, of the Colville jband of Pen d'Oreilles, hereby agree for ourselves and our people to go upon the reservation set apart for the Colville and Spokane
Indians, or the Flathead reservation, at such time as we may be ordered from the
Indian Office in Washington, D. C.
VICTOR, l1is + mark.
SEMO, his + mari.J
'Vitnesses :
E. C. WATKINS,
United StateB India.n Inspector.
FRANK WHEATON,

Brevet Major-General United States Army, Colonel Second Injant1·y.
M. C.

WILKINSON,

Brevet Captain United States Army, Aide-de-Camp.
On the 19th Inspector Watkins and myself leave the column encamped at Spokane
Falls and start for Lapwai agency, where we arrive at noon on the 21st instant. We
remain at the a~ency and at Lewiston the 22d, 23d, 24th, and 25th. This time was
occupied in makmg reports of the council and conferring with the Indian agent, Mont-eith, and General Wheaton.
On the 27th we journey from Lewiston to Dayton; at noon on the 28th we arrive at
Walla Walla, and leave immediately for the Umatilla agency, arriving at Pendleton
at midnight.
.
On the 29th, while Inspector Watkins inspects accounts, &c., of the agent and rides
with him to the saw-mill, some distance up the river, Dr. McKay, an Indian, takea
me to visit buildings, homes of some of the Indians, and gives points of interest connected with the management of the agency.
I am aware that the spirit of my instructions may not warrant aU I may say as to
the conduct of Indian agents, yet as a mere matter of interest to the commanding
general, who i now called upon to look after disaffected Indians, it is, it seemi to ma,
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a matter of moment how such dissatisfaction arises, and here it seemed plain to us we
found sufficient cause for "roaming Umatilla Indians."
.
In the first place, to succeed, an agent rnnst have the confidence of his Indians. It
is evident Agent Cor.noyer has not. We found but !ew, in fact did not see, I did not
six male Indians on the reservation. They were in the mountains after food. 'l'he
condition of almost entire want on the reservation has no excuse. Soil of the richest
character, with the aid rendered by the government heretofore in the way of substan~
tia1 appropriations, makes excuse impossible; and the conclusion must be that Agent
Cornoyer lacks the ability of head and heart to make Indian civilization a success.
That Joseph did not receive a large re-enforcement from this reservation, with which
be was so closely connected, is due alone to the fact that he was so vigorously handled.
On the morning of the 30th we left Umatilla agency; at noon were at Walla
Walla, and the same evening took steamer at Wallula. At Walla ·walla we learned
that several of the employes at the Warm Springs agency were dangerously ill with
typhoid fever, so we decided to push on to the agencies on Puget Sound.
September 1 we arrived at Portland; on the 5th we are at Olympia, and on the 6th,
in the early morning, Quinault via Montesano; arrive at Quinault agency on the
evening of the 7th.
In a word, it may be said of this agency that during the past three years the Indians
seem to have retrograded. In visiting their homes I found them even more filthy than
when there three years ago with Colonel Green. I inspected them; the school has
less in ·attendance than at that time, and the scholars show but little advancement.
On the point of consolidation with the Neab Bay agency, the Indians strongly objected. Subsequently, at Olympia, Colonel Watkins meets Agent Henry, who says, in
his opinion, the Quinault agency should be discontinued, leaving, perhaps, one employe to look after the buildings, &c. This course had been determined upon by Inspector Watkins, and he will so recommend.
On the morning of the 9th we left 'Quinault agency; at midnight we are again at
Montesano; the next evening, the lOth, finds us at Olympia.
On the afternoon of the 13th w,e are at the Tulalip agency. The subdiYisions of the
agency are as follows:
I. Tulalip.-Here are the schools and agency buildings. The buildings are in good
eondition1 and quite a number of new and substantial houses are going up. The
school ism excellent condition; pupils happy and contented; quickly, cheerfully, and
intelligently they answered queHtions in spelling, reading, writing, geography, and
grammar. The work of the Sisters of Charity in this school cannot be too highly commended.
II. Swinomish.-Tbe assistant farmer lives here and about 200 Indians, who support
themselves by a little farming and a good deal of fishing.
III. Lunemi.-About 200 Indians are here, who farm. All live in houses.
IV. Port Madison.-One hundred and eighty Indians here, well housed, farmers and
laborers, and measurably independent.
V. Muckleshoot.-The home of 45 Indians, who are farmers; they are not on the reservation, but located at the junction of the Green and White Rivers.
The inspector found no good reason why he should recommend a consolidation of
these subdivisi_ons. A~ent Mullet is evidently thoroughly conversant with his duties
as Ind!an agent, and h1s resignation is a serious injury to the Indian service on this
coast.
·
Saturday the 15th we are at Seattle; the 16th proceed to Porb Townsend, where, at
7 p.m., we take United States revenue-cutter Wolcott ior Neah Bay agency, where,
on the 17th, at 10 o'clock a. m., we arrive after stormy passage.
After a thorough inspection of the accounts of Agent Huntington by Inspector
Watkins, and after he bad taken the affidavits of each employe at the agency, and
upon the admis. ion of the agent himself, the inspector, upon our arrival at Port
Townsend, finally concluded to temporarily relieve Agent Huntington. At the inpector's reqne t, when we had returned to Olympia, I wrote him a letter, which states
my views of the condition of this agency, as well as my opinion of the inspector's action in relieving Agent Huntington. The following is a copy of said letter:
11
0LYMPIA, W ASII., August 22, 18i7. ·
m : eneral Howard having directed me to accompany you during your inspection
f th Indian agencies in this d partment, in order that I could prepare for him a report of the condition of the Indians belonging to said aaenci s in this time of genrala un asine by rea on of he pre ent Tez Perc6 war, I would respectfully sa.y
that, ha: ing car fully noted the manner of your inv tigations, I can heartily indorse
tb. m. E ·p cia.lly an I commend your ingularly faithful care in striving to ascer~ b r al fa t conn ct d with h administration of affair on the Neall Bay resertl n. I . ann~t c. n ive bow it would have b n po sible for you to do otherwise than
. n b " m r 1t mg Ag n Hnntington, in view of the oral and writt n te timony
pr nt 1. a · 11 a th adrui · i n of Agen Huntington bims lf, tog ther with. the
11
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absolutely filthy condition of the Indians; who are much more so than any others in
this department, unless it be a ~ew on the Quinault .re~e~vation.
. .
"While it can be doubtless sa1d of the school that It ISm a prosperous conditiOn, yet
the fact that these scholars must be soon sent back to filth and degradation there is
an element of discouragement in this department. I do believe it to be possible to
so manage affairs on this and every reservation as that the adults can be reached and
saved to comparative order and neatness.
"I believe that Capt::tin Hill, whom you have .p laced temporarily in charge of this
agency, will meet his responsibilities intelligently and faithfully.
''Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
"M. C. ·w iLKINSON,
"..elide-de- Camp.
' l Col. E. C. WATKINS,
"United States Indian Inspector."
The only other communication I have made in the Huntington matter was one to
the Indian Commissioner, upon my return to Portland, at which point Inspector Watkins received a communication which contained an abstract of a report made by
Agent Huntington to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in which he represented
myself as" clerk," &c., to the inspector. Again, Inspector 'Vatkins advised me, and
I deemed it wisdom, that the Indian Office should know my exact status in reference
to this tour of inspection, so I addressed a communication, of which the following is a
copy, to the Commissioner :
" The INDIAN

Co~rMrssro~ER,

"Washington, D. C.:
'SIR: I would respectfully say that I have been shown an abstract from the statement made to yourself by the Rev. Mr. Huntington, Indiari agent, Neah Bay, ·wash.,
in which he represents myself as clerk to Indian Inspector E. C. Watkins during his
recent investigation of the Neah Bay agency.
"The fact is General Howard directed me to accompany Inspector Watkins, that I
might represent the commanding general of this department in any council that
might be held with the Indians, as well as to obtain all the facts concerning the proposed consolidations of any agencies within the geographical limits of this department,
which might result in any further dissatisfactions.
"The war with the Nez Perces only prevented General Howard from going himself.
General Sherman commended this harmony of action.
"I am informed that Mr. Huntington bas stated that I warned him against Agent
Huntington. This is false. In my presence the inspector asked Agent Huntington if
he bad any explanations to make. His reply was that be had not; that he had sold
government goods for money in violation of law and the instructions of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. He also made other remarks, showing clearlv, to my mind,
that he felt himself to be in the hands of the inspector.
~
"Let me say here that I was the first to introduce Inspector Watkins to Captain Hill
a.n d to speak of his worth as that of an honest man.
"I would respectfully invite attention to a letter I ::trldressed to Inspector Watkins,
as I understand submitted with his report on the Neah Bay agency and the suspension
of Agent Huntington.
"I am, sir, r esp ectfully, your obedient servant,
"MELVILLE C. WILKINSON,
"Aide-de-Cam]J to B1'igadier-General 0. 0. Howard."

These communications contain my juclgment of the action of the inspector in this
case. On the evening of the 19th we left NeahBayforPort Townsend, arrivingatthe
latter place on the morning of the 20th, reaching Olympia the 22d. Here we learn
that General Sherman is in Portland, and Inspector Watkins receives a letter of which
t he following is a copy, so far as it relates to Moses, Smohallie, and Thomas:
"LEWISTON, IDAHO, S eptember 4, 1877.
" Srn:
"Moses decidedl y r efuses to go upon any reservation other than one of his choosing
and one that will be acceptable alike to himself and to his people. He tells me that he
never agreed to go upon the Yakima reserve, and will not go there under any consideration. I met an Indian chief named Thomas, with his band, near Wilson's Creek,
en route to Priest's Rapids, who informed me that his heart was the same as Moses'.
This chief's band, in connection with a number of Nez Perces and Palouse Indians,
have been burning all the grass along their route, likewise pilfering all the houses,
killing cattle, and, in some inst ances, stealing horses, so stated to me by the settlers
lately returned. Moses thinks that the Spokane chief diu not want him to attend the
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council held at the Falls, and has communicated with them, by letter, expressing his
sorrow at their course.
"He supposed that a large reserve would be asked for that would embrace the country he was desirous of obtaining for his people, and he now wants the said tract attached to the reserve agreed upon, viz, commencing at the lower end of Rock Island,
<>n the Columbia River, thence running in an easterly direction to Rock Creek, where
the Colville and Walla-Walla wagon road crosses the same, thence along said road to
the Lower Spokane bridge, thence down Spokane River to the Columbia, thence down
the Columbia to the place of beginning. Moses says if he can get this country, so described, that he and all the Indians, including Smohollie's band, will be satisfied; without it their hearts will be sick. He made no threats. I used all the arguments that I
-could to induce him to accept the Yakima reserve for his people, but he says there is
not room enough for- all the people.

*

*

*

*

''Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,

' *

*

*

"J. F. SHERWOOD.

"Co,. E. C. WATKINS,
'' United States Indicm Inspecto1', Portlancl, Oreg."
At this point I also received a letter from the Rev. Mr. Cowley, in which he says of
Garry :
''Garry is not conducting himself as we hoped he might, and the fact that Moses refuses to go on the Yakima reservation gives confidence to him and to others to be quite
insolent."
·
Feeling that the general commanding the department would like to avail himself
<>f the judgment of General Sherman, and in order that General Sherman may have as
full a statement as possible of a.U the facts connected with the Indian troubles which
the action of Moses and Smohallie·, as portrayed .in the foregoing letter of Sherwood's,
indicates, upon the inspector's judgment as well as my own, on Monday, the 24th
in t., I left Olympia to meet the General, which I did the same day at Cowlitz, and
returned with him to Tacoma.
In this interview, and after reading the letter of Sherwood, the General having
traced on a map the modest (~)request of Moses, said: "No; no more reservations.
Tell Moses and Smohallie that we have lots of young men who are anxious to fight Indians. They must go on reservations as laid down, or take the consequences." It was
at this point in our conversation that General Sherman expressed himself against any
consolidation of the Sound Indians. Said he: " This is right. Let the Indians have
them. You can't confine these Indians who have their canoes to any one of these reservations very well against their will." General Sherman warmly commended the
action of the general commanding the department in sendiug one of his staff officers
to co-operate with the Indian inspector, Colonel Watkins.
October 4th we leave Portland for the Warm Spring agency, where we arrive on the
6th. While the inspector, as usual, is examining accounts, the farmer takes me to look
at farms, houses, and outside matters generally.
As those are the only Indians that the inspector will recommend to be moved, it
will be of interest to note the fact that the strength of their best land seems already
to have been exhausted measurably. In the little valleys where the farms are, the
soil is only a. thin deposit, which, when exhausted, cannot be redeemed.
This whole country is volcanic, and while something has been done in the way of
raising eome of the cere,11ls, yet, as already stated, there is certainly no promise for the
future that any considerable number of these Indians can gain anything like a support from the cultivation of the soil.
Inspector Watkins will recommend that the Warm Spring Indians be sent to the
Yakima re ervation, but not again t their will. Little seems being done for these In<lians. Their agent has done much real ervice in the past for them, but age and infirmity, together with the loss of his estimable wife (who did so much in the way of
teaching the Indian women), very measurably incapacitates him.
The s hool has but very few in it. The agency buildings are fast going to decay.
The mill i almo t a worthless one. The actual loss to the government would be very
light in giving up the improvements at the agency. The e facts make it necessary
that orne action be bad for these Indian , who now have in the main to depend upon
~arne for a 1i ing. In fact while we wer~ ther but very few Indians were on the
r ervation. Th ir crops havin(J' ahno t univ rally failed, they were in the mountains
aft r m at for the winter. The fact that they were compelled to hunt is the reason
why tb y could not respond to the call as scouts, it being impossible for their agent
t ~ h r ufficient number ~n tim . They now ay they would have gladly enlisted
r 1~ed that hou: ar built for tb m on the Yakima re ervation, and they are prop~rl .. 1mpr · d wnh the w rth of th
il, and that they will have a clear title to
th Jr farm ; n doubt tb y will b erfull go. A few may elect to remain and should
o.l1 ,. d
lo · t. king up th ir lands
otb r ttler .
'
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On the evening of the 9th we are a.gain in Portland, and on the 11th leaYe for Grande
Ronde Agency, arriving on the 12th; 13th visit farms, mills, and the school. The farmiog is the best of any we have found so far on any of the reservations. The Indians
were thrashing, and for the first time in my life I saw a thrashing-machine (and that
one of the latest improvements) :fully manned, from driver to stacker, by Indians.
The mills were the best and kept in better order than any before inspected.
But the school, in which at the time of our visit there were only girls (22 in number),
did not impress us at all favorably~ Upon suggestion of Inspector Watkins the agent
promised to make some changes ; one in securing a better teacher. This school pret-ents a clea.r illustration of Sirnon-pu1·e sectaTian management. A reverend father in
Washington secureil for the Catholic Church a contract at $5,000 to run the school for
one year. .Agent Sinnott said to us that the Indians had been told by the priest from
the church altar that now the government no longer gave them assistance in this direction : the church did it.
We found that $~50 worth of Sanders's series of schoo>books had been ordered laid
aside by the church authorities, and in their place inferior text-books substituted,
costing the government another ili~50 ; substituted simply because they were sectarian.
What about contracts of this character being given to run one of the departments of
.
our government ~
On the 14th instant all the headmen of the Sa1mon River Indians came from the
mouth of the Salmon River to meet Inspector Watkins, and to his direct question as
to their wishes in regard to their being connected with the Grande Ronde agency, at
once replied, and without exception, that this was their choice. The inspector will so
recommend. As there had been some question as to the condition of the road to the
coast from the agency, in regard to its being passable, with an Indian I rode some distance upon it and can pronounce it a fair m()tmtain road, certainly a passable one.
On Monday, the 17th, we leave Grande Ronde for the Siletz agency via King's Valley and the Yakima, and at 10 p.m., on the 18th, we are at Siletz; inspect on the 19th,
leave on the 20th, ancl arrive in Portland on the 21st.
Undoubtedly the item of greatest importance to the commanding general of the
department connected with these two last reservations is that of the proper location
of the Salmon. River Indiaus; that is, in so far as an assignment to any agency is concerned.
.
As they themselves request to be attached to the Grande Ronde agency, and as there
were no good and substantial. reasons presented by the Siletz agent to the inspector
why they should not be, he w1ll recommend, as before stated, th:;~.t they be so assigned.
Of the Siletz reservation it may be said that it is not in a prosperous condition.
Though the lan d in possession of the Indians is fertile, but very few of them! are at
work, depending upon" going outside," as the Indians term working for the farmers,
in King's and Willamette Valleys for their supplies for the winter. Their agent, a
thoroughly good man, is evidently not a business man, and so things generally are in
a dilapidated condition, with the single exception of the new mills. The school, however, is a good one, quite well attendeJ, and prosperous under the able management
of the teacher, the Rev. Mr. Royal.
CONCLUSIONS •

. I. P~esent attitude. of Moses, SmohaUie, Thomas, and Spokane Garry requires attenThe latter has been given until
spring by Inspe.ctor Watkins to make np his mind whether he will become a citizen
or go upon the proposed reservation for the Spokanes.
li. Tbe impracticability of consolidating the Puget Sound reservations .
. III. 'l'he Warm Sprin~ In.dians should be moved t~ the Yakima reservation, proVIded they consent. Tb1s w1ll be recommended by the mspector, Colonel Watkins.:
The attention of the general commanding the department is respectfully invited to
the proposed reservation for the Spokane Indians, as indicated in agreement, paO'e W;
also to the proposed extension of the Colville reservation, as indicated in agrce~ent,
pa~re 18.
Very respectfully submitted.
M. C. WILKINSON,
First Lieutwant Third Injanlr!J, Aide-de-Camp.
The AsSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Depa1'tment of the Columbia, Portland, Oreg.
twn of the commandmg general of the department.
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F.

Colonel Wheaton's 1·ep01·t, August 10.
HEADQUARTERS LEFT COLUMN HOWARD'S EXPEDITION,

Ca'mp on Spokane RiveT nem· Falls, Wash., Attgns(lO, Hli7.
Sm: I haYe the honor to report the arrival of my command at this point on this,
the day designated by Col. E. C. Watkins, inspector of Indian affairs, for meeting the
bead men of the several Indian tribes in this section of the country. The Indian
chiefs and bead men have not yet arrived here; they are reported to be en route.
It is doubtful if we can bold our first council with them before Tuesda.y , the 14th
instant.
No Washington TerritoryVolunteers have as yetreported, nor do I expect any. My
cavalry consists of Company F, First C:walry (Perry's); total strength, 22 enlisted
men. Company H, First Cavalry (Trimble's), is said to be en 1·oute. A portion of it
has been detained at Lewiston, Idaho, awaiting a remount. A letter from Colonel
Sully, of the 6th instant, informed me that part of this company of cavalry -would
leave Lewiston to join me on the 7th.
·
I have not heard from General Howard since I left Lewiston, Idaho, and am informet1
that it is impossible to employ couriers to go to him on the Lo-Lo trail, except at tho
most exorbitant rates. I shall endeavor to communicate with the department commander from this vicinity, near the old Camr d'Alene Mission and Hell Gate.
I am informed by Captain Harris, First Cavalry, who bas this moment arriYed from
Fort Colville, that some of the Indians summoned to meet Colonel Watkins bore today were 200 miles west of Fort Colville when sent for, and I fear that our detention
here will be much longer than I bJI,cl anticipated; but as the report that Joseph ancl
his hostile band turned south after reaching the Bitter Root seems to be confirmed,
this column, which has been moving in an opposite direction, can hardly hope to cooperate very directly with the pursuin~ troops, who are separa.ted from us by a. mnge
of great mountains, and moving in a different direction.
Had Joseph turned north or northwest, which at one time seemed likely, we '~ou1U
have been, as the department commander intended, precisely in position to engage
him.
I am satisfied that our march through this portion of the Crour d'Alene and Spokane country bas bad the best effect in reassurin~ frontier settlers who were natumlly
greatly alarmed at the Nez Perces outbreak, and m causing restless and excited young
Indians to remain with their tribes. Settlers are rapidly returning to their ranches,
harvesting their crops, and are greatly cheered at the presence of t.roops in this section.
Col. E. C. Watkins and myself are working together harmoniously, and after our
anticipated "talks" with the representatives of some nine thousand Indians, I hope
we will have accomplished much that the departmeut commander desires settled in
this portion of his command.
A supply train of ten citizen teams reached me on the 8th from the Lewiston Depot.
I shall unload and store these supplies here unti:l needed, and return the teams to-morrow for discharge. I hope to have all my hired teams soon replaced by government
teams, and thus greatly reduce the expense of our movement.
The teams furnished were hastily collected, are indifferent animals, aud haul very
small wagons, many of them worn out, and have frequently caused annoying dolays.
The health of the command is excellent. While wri~ing this Colonel Merriam furnishes me by courier a copy of General Howard's dispatch to Captain Sladen, aide-docamp of August 6, confirming the southern movement of Joseph's band.
I will communicate the result of the council soon to be held here.
Very r pectfully, your obedient servant,
},RANK WHEA.TON,
Colon el Second Injant1·y, Commanding.
To tb As ISTA...'T ADJUTANT-GF..'ERAL,
Depa?'tment of tlte 'olumbia, Portland, 01·eg.
APPE ' DIX

G.

oloncl Wheaton's ,·cport, ..1ugu11t 1

H wAnD· E 'PEDinox,
Camp at ;polcane Falls, Wa11h., .August 1 , lc37i.
E.·En. r.: I h ve the honor to acknowledge the receipt from Lieutenant Bailey,
T\ n y-firs Inf ntry. n the 17th, of y urin tructionsof the 9th ill'sta.nt. Yonrorder.
. f th 7th, ~thy C uri r Bak r from Mi soula, Mont., wer r
ived by me on the 16th
m. ~· n , a tbt ·amp and within an honr c pie(l a.o<l forward d by special courier to
laJ r oh
r ·n Fir Cavalry, ·ormnanding near Mount Id bo.
HEAD
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This command ar;ived here on the lOth instant, the day designated by Indian Inspector Watkins for the assembling of the chiefs and bead men of the various tribes
located in this reo-ion.
Colonel Watkins and your aid, Captain Wilkinson, came with
0
me to this point. Inspector Watkins found it impossible to assemble the co~mcil of
chiefs until the 16th. This delay was necessary and advantageous, as affordmg the
best-disposed Indians of in:fl.uence an opportunity to bring disaffected Indians, particularly of the Spokane tribe, to a more correct understan.ding ?f the government requirements . • I think they all understand now that all Indians m your department Will be
compelled to elect, either to become citizens of the United States or go upon designated reservations.
I regret that Spokane chief Moses was not at the council. Colonel Watkins informs me that it is doubtful if he received any notice to appear, through some misunderstanding of the inspector's agents. The arrangements for the reservation for
the Upper Spokanes, particularly "Spokane Garry's" band, are incomplete. Garry
yesterday desired to become a citizen, and until some understanding can be positively
reached regarding reimbursement of those Spokanes who have made improvements,
they will be oblige(l to leave. Colonel Watkins preferred leaving many questions concerning them unsettled until his return t.o Washington.
The Cmnr d' Alenes, Colvilles, Okana.gons, Pen d'Oreilles, Lower Spokanes, Calaspelles, and the small band of Palouse Indians seem to be satisfactorily located, and I
doubt if through any act of theirs any trouble will be made in your department. As
settlements increase near the reservation for the above named Indians, complications
with citizens must be expected. The Cmur d'Alenes, under Chief Sattis, deserve special credit for their efforts to keep other Indians quiet during Joseph's outbreak, and
the protection they have-and voluntarily-rendered the settlers near them; they
have, in several instances, kept up fences, saved wheat and out-fields, and protected
valuable property at abandoned ranches.
At the earnest request of Inspector Watkins, I will delay the departure of this column to comply with your last orders, a day or two, until the several bands of Indians
have left this vicinity and gone to their homes and fisheries. Though no depredations
have been committed in this neighborhood, settlers have not yet quite recovered from
the alarm occasioned by the outbreak of Joseph's band of Nez Perces, and in the
spirit of your :first instructions I will continue to do all possible to allay their fears
and induce the speedy return of confidence and quiet; I helieve much has already
been accomplished in that direction. Of course every settler would like to have a
military post located very near his ranch.
Elder Havemail, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and I think four other citizens
are located at these falls. The elder has a quarter-section here, and an .interest in the
ownership of the Falls water power, where a saw-mill is completed and a grist~mill in
progress of construction. He informs me that he had written you and induced many
to join him in asking for military protection. You will probably receive mauy such
letters or petitions.
When .f unds are available for the purpose I would recommend the establishment of
a. large post at some point on or near the Spokane River, probably between the Upper
Bridge and Lower Ferry. I will examine the country near the Upper Bri(1ge to-morrow. I will report to your adjutant-general at Portland the letters and commanders
of the companies I leave, as you direct, at Palouse Bridge and send to Major Green, at
Mount Idaho. I will thank you to send me an intimation as to whether you will probably desire the two companies I leave at Palouse Bridge to remain there until or during cold weather, in order that I may instruct them regarding supplies, protection of
the same, tents for the troops, &c. Your order names these two companies as an outpost, and until otherwis~ directed I will therefore report them as on detached serv.ice
from my command.
Companies I (Conrad's) and K (Daggett's), Twelfth Infantry, I will leave at Palouse
Bridge; Companies C (Drum's) and B (Trowbridge's, commanded by Lieutenant
Haines), I will send to report to Major Green, First Cavalry.
In the discretion you give me to camp my command near Lewiston, Idaho, I will,
unless you desire otherwise, camp with it near Lapwai, as the water at Lewiston is
unusually bad this season and sickened myself and many of my officers and enlisted
men during my detention there awaiting transportation for this movement. I am told
that there is no good camp nearer than Lapwai post, and by being there I avoid the
bad water of Lewiston. If it should not be necessary for me to move south in order
to conform to any anticipated movement of the hostiles, perhaps it would be a convenience and facilitate questions of supplies, issues, &c., if I were authorized to
a sume command at Lapwai while you continue this force in that vicinity.
Before 1. aving my camp near Lewiston I ordered Colonel Grover, First Cavalry, as
you had duected, to report for duty with this column; but on learning that no volunt e r were to join me, I informed Colonel Sully, Twenty-first Infantry, that I would
hav 110 ad quu.te mounted force for Colonel Grover to command, and requested that
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he be sent back to Walla Walla. · Colonel Grover reached Lewiston the day after Ileft
that point and was immedi~tely relieved from fur~h~r duty with thi~ comma_nd.
Lieutenant-Colonel Mernam, Second Infantry, JOmed me at a pomt 12 mtles north
of Lewiston, and was on the same day ordered back to Lewiston by Colonel Sully, to
act in the name of the latter at Lewiston Depot during Colonel Sully's absence.
Your dispatch of August 9, stopping my further advance, and sent from your camp
15 miles south of Corvallis, Mont., I received here, via Portland and Walla Walla, at
6.45 p.m. on the 14th instant. Should the hostiles turn southwest toward Colonel
Green's command, you may rely upon the prompt movements of this force in that direction.
I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANK WHEATON,
Colonel Second lnfant·ry, Br·e'l/et Major-General1 United States Ar·my, Cmnrnanding.
To General OLIVER 0. HOWARD,
Commanding Depar·tment of the Columbia,
In the field purstting Joseph's band of Nez Perces.
(By courier to commanding officer, Missoula, Mont.)

APPENDIX H.
Captain Sumnel''s r·epor·t.

ELK CITY, IDAI-IO, Satw·clay, August 18, 1877.
Lieut. C. E. S. WooD,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General in the F·i eld:
I have the honor to report that under instructions of Major Green, First Cavalry, I
left Crosedaile's ranch, Camas Prairie, August 8, with G and D Companies, First Cavalry, and 24 Indian scouts under Lieutenant Wilson. I have been in camp at this place
since Aug;ust 11, watching; the Elk City t.rail, with scouts out as far as the crossing of
Little Salmon, 60 miles eastward. No Indians passed over the trail, and I do not believe there is even a straggler in the country. The two men to whom General Howard
gave a dispatch at the mouth of the trail on the lOth iustant, reached my camp in Reel
River Meadows yesterday, The general's fil'st dispatch regarding General Wheaton's
return came through in good time.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
E. V. SUMNER,
Captain, JJ'i1·st Cat•aTr.!J.
APPENDIX l.
Colonel Miles's r·eport.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE YELLOWSTONE,
necw rw1·th end of Bear· Paw Mountains, Mont., October 6, 187i.
SIR: I have the honor to report having received, on the eveninO' of the 17th ultimo,
a communication, dated the 12th, from General Howard, then on Clark's l!..,ork, stating
that the Nez Perces had evaded the command to the north of them and were pushing
northward. I at once organized all the available force of my command for a movem nt to intercept or pursue them.
The command left the cantonment on the morning of the 18th. The different orders
r garding escort for the commis ion had already put en 1·oute the battalion Second Cavalry , and one company (Hale's) Seven h Cavalry. These were taken up on the march.
The uommand reach d the Missouri at the mouth of the Musselshell on the 23d day of
eptember, but l arning on the morning of the 25th that the Nez Perces had crossed at
Cow I land on the 23d, destroyed the dep t there and moved northward, I immedit ly cro. ·eel the Mi · oori. The command moved on the 26th northward frrm mouth
of fn: e ·h 11, and on the 27th, l aving my train to follow, pu bed on rapidly by the
n rth rn id of th Little Rocki , th uce aero to the northern en l f the bear Paw
1ouut~in which p intI r ach don th eve11ing of the 29th. On tbe sam ~-'' enin~
t? tra1l wa d1 ·over d b my couts nt riul'l' th r:mge to my left. tarting at 4
cl ·k on the :3 hand moviug ar nncl th north ru end of the mountain, the trail wa.
rn ·k a fi a. ru. n ·ar th • h ad f , nake Riv r. The village sho rtl-v afterwaru was
rli t· ":r cl on Eatrl :r t-k atHl imm cliately char,(! cl. ThP hnttalio11 · evrnth Cavnll'y
( aptatu H· lc ) allCl Ftftb lufautry ( 'aptain 'nycl r) attacking iu fr nt, th battal ion
Can~p
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Second Cavalry(Captain Tyler), by circuit, attacked in rear and secured the stock, to
the number of 700 horses, mules, and ponies. The fighting was very severe and at
close quarters. The Indians took refuge in some deep ravines, and their firing was
accurate and well kept np. Having at the first onset surprised and shut np the greater
part of the Indians in the village, and cut off and secured the greater part of their
stock, and perceiving that the position could be carried by storm only, with Yery great
loss, I determined to maintain my lines about them, keep them under fire, and at the
same time give them an opportunity to surrender if they desired.
The positions taken up on the 30th were, with slight modifications, maintained
during the four succeeding days and nights; meantime a few shells from a 12-pounder
Napoleon were thrown in from time to time, and a sharpshooting fire kept up when- ·
ever it could be effective.
The Indians bad from time to time displayed a white :flag, but when communicated
with had refused to surrender their arms; but on the morning of the 5th they surrendered, Chief Joseph leading, surrendering his arms and ammunition, followed by
his band, and their village is now in our possession.
The fighting, as reported, was sharp, and the losses on both sides considerable; inclosed is a list of casualties on part of the troops. The Indians admit a loss of
Chiefs Looking Glass, Too-bool-bnl-sote, Ollicut (a brother of Joseph), and two others
of their principal men, and 25 killed and 46 wounded.
The endurance and courage of the command, as tested by the forced marches and
hardly-contested fight at short range, are worthy of highest commendation. A severe
storm of snow and wind, which set in on the 1st instant, added greatly to their bardships, which have been borne without murmuring. The opportune arrival of the
train, under escort commanded by Captain Brotherton, enabled me to protect the
wounded from the worst effects of the storm.
I propose to-morrow to march hence toward the Missouri.
The force of General Howard (including 'the command of General Sturgis), following
the trail of the Nez Perces, is approaching from the Missouri; the general arrived at
evening of the 4th, having come forward in advance with a small escort.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,
Colonel Fifth Inf(mt1·y, B1·evet Majm·-General, U. S . .dnny, Cornrnanding.
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
D epm·tment of Dctkota, Saint Panl, Minn.

, HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE Cor.UMBIA,
Pm·tland, Oreg., December 21, 1877.
Sm: I wish to make special mention of the following officers who have served under
my co.mmarid during the late expedition against hostile Nez Perces:
Col. ALFRED SULLY, Twenty-first Infantry.-Though from severe physical disabilitv
Colonel Sully was unfitted ~o mouJ?.t or ride on. horseback, yet h~ contributed largely
to the su~cess of the campa1gn ag~mst the hostile Ne~ Perces Indians, by remaining at
the :nost Imp~rta?t deJ?Ot and actmg for me ~here, With the po;ver of using my name
officmlly at h1s discretiOn. He made most Important suggestwns, derived from his
long experience; was never misled by false reports, and evinced throughout his wellknown prudence, judgment, and energy.
Col. FRANK WHEATON, Second Infantry, and Maj. JOHN GREEN, First Cavalry.-I look
to Colonel Wheaton aud Major Green to award deserved commendation to the several
officers under their respective commauds. The service they themselves rendered in
making the campaign complete, so far as this department is concerned, is,recoO'nized
with grateful commendation.
o
It is my duty and my pleasure to repeat commendations, already a matter of record,
due to the adjutant-general, medical director, chief quartermaster, chief commissary,
and senior aide-de-camp of this department, for the promptitude and heartiness with
which all our efforts in the field were seconded. For a time the operations of the pay
department were nearly suspended. The officers, however, designated to pay our
troops assi ted in the collating of important information concerning damages done to
the people in the neighborhood of operations. This troublesome work, though not
strictly belonging to them, was done cheerfully and to my satisfaction.
Capt. MARc s P. MILLER, Fourth Artillery.-He is to be commended fo:r special gallantry during the two days' battle of the Clearwater the 11th and 12th of July, 1877.
He commanded a uattalion of artillery, which was armed and served as infantry.
At all times hearty and helpful. At the time of the final assault his disposition of
his battalion and protection of his own :flanks and well-sustained assault upon the enemy's line, which was protected by a stone barricade, brought remarkable success, and
should he particularly remembered to the praise of his bravery and skill. DuriJJg
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the lonrr march, the department commander always found Captain Miller at his post of
duty, always cheerful, sanguine, and able, and h~ believes him equal to any service
or command the government may devolve upon him.
Capt. OVAN MILES, Twenty-first Infantry, commanding a battalion of infantry.-He
is to be commended for gallantry and efficiency during the battle of the Clearwater,
the 11th and 12th of July, 1877. Also for his untiring ~nergy during the ensuin.g
long, fatiguing march from Kamiah to the country beyond the Missouri. He kept his
command in good condition for service at all times, and by precept and example contributed his part to the success of the expedition.
Maj. GEORGE B. SANFORD, First Cavalry.-He commanded the battalion of cavalry
during the expedition against the hostile Nez Perces from Kamiah, Idaho, to Judith
Basin, Montana. He is commended for his soldierly conduct during the entire campaign, and especially for efficiency and gallantry during a forced march previous to and
at the battle of Canon Creek, near the Yellowstone, September 13, 1877.
8apt. HARRY CuSIUNG, Fourth Artillery.-This officer rendered valuable service
during the campaign by carrying out with promptness, intelligence, and energy t~e
instructions be received from time to time while on detached service, particularly m
the movement from Henry Lake, via Fort Ellis and the Crow agency, to the Yellowstone, at the mouth of Clarke's Fork.
Capt. EDWARD FIELD, Fomth Artillery.-Served with his company from Kamiah,
Idaho, to the close of the campaign. Under all circumstances his soldierly bearing
was remarked. In conjunction with Captain Cushing, he was detailed on detacb~d
service, executing a movement to intercept the "hostiles" at the Yellowstone. H1s
conduct was at all times worthy of high commendation.
Capt. E. A. BANCROFT, Fourth Artillery.-This officer merits commendation for the
gallant manner in which he handled his company during the battle of the Clearwater,
July 11, 1877. While preparing to charge the Indians who were pressing his position,
he fell severely wounded.
Capt. ARTHUR MORRIS, Fourth Artillery.-This officer had command of b. is company
in the final charge on the Indian position at the battle of the Clearwater on the 12th of
July. He behaved gallantly, keeping himself in advance of the line of his company,
leading and urging his men forward. Throughout t~e campaign he, was always energetic and cheerful in discharge of his duty.
Capt. GEORGE B. RODNEY, Fourth Artillery.-This officer commanded his company
during the entire campaign. At the battle of the Clearwater, July 11 and 12, his company formed the left of Captain M.P. Miller's line at the time of the first assault. His
judicious maneuvering frustrated the repeated flanking attacks of the hostiles and
aided materially in the successful results.
Capt. CHARLES B. THROCKMORTON, Fourth Artillery.-This officer discharged his duty
while on detached service and during the march from the Clearwater to the Missouri
River with zeal and fidelity. He commanded the battalion of foot troops which pressed
forward from the Missouri to take part in the final engagement, and won the esteem of
his superior officers by the energy displayed on that occagion.
Lieut. CHARLES F. HUMPHREY, Fourth Artillery, commanded Company E, Fourth
Artiller.v, at the battle of the Clearwater, on the 11th July, and Company A on the 12th
July. His battalion commander says of him: "He exposed himself on so many occasions that I will not attempt to enumerate them. A hint to him was sufficient, no
matter what the danger. He and his company were the most exposed of any of the
battalion. Nothing daunted him." Throughout the campaign he continued to display his soldierly qnalities.
Second Lieut. H. G. Ons, Fourth Artillery.-This officer commanded the howitzer
battery during the campaign. His conduct was at all times highly satisfactory. During the engagement on the Clearwater, on the 11th and 12th of July, he displayed
marked bravery and gallantry. His battalion commander reports that" at one time
the gun were silenced by the Indians. Lieutenant Otis crept up, loaded one piece
from underneath with <.:anister and fired it, killing an Indian within ten yards of the
muzzle."
Capt. GEORGE H. B RTO. , Twenty-first Infantry.-This officer served throughout
the campaign evincing at all times soldierly conduct. Capt. M.P. Miller in his report
of the C?nduct of officers at the battle of the Clearwater, July 11th and 12th, says:
"Captam Burton commanded the company on the left of the howitzers on the 11th
and bowed great bravery and coolne s in maneuvering his meu and keeping the Indians back."
apt. TEPllEN P. JOCELY.·, Twenty-fir t Infantry.-This officer erved with his
company during the ntire campaign, di charging his duty always with z al and
pr ~nptn . II i r port d by apt. M. P. Mill er a " conspicuous in charging tb
In l.u~:n . on b 11th of July a mid-day, auu al. o in taking a ridge n ar the Indian .
po 1tton to ·ar th evening of the 12th.
apt.~ m:nT.
LL CJC, Twenty-fir. t Infantry-.Tbi offic r was with the command
fr m th lJ gtnmngtoth clo.e oithecampaign. E v ·rprompt, faitbful,anrlch crfu l
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in the discharge of duty, he imparted the same soldierly feeling to his men. At the
battle of the Clearwater July 11 and 12, his bravery was very marked. Intent only
on holding the important position assigned him, he was apparently uninfluenced by
any consideration for his personal safety.
Capt. JOHN L. VrVEN, Twelfth Infantry.-Thisofficeicommandedhis companyfrom
Kamiah, Idaho, to the close of the campaign. His conduct during the long pursuit was
always such as to merit commendation and praise.
Capt. DANIEL T. WELLS, Eigh\h Infantry.-This officer joined the expedition at the
Clearwater, Idaho, and served to the close of the long and arduous pursuit. In the
valley of the Bitterroot he was placed in command of a detachment of selected men
from the Infantry and Artillery, and ordered to push forward over the mountains, followin g the department commander. 'fhe execution of his instructions was characterized by perseverance and energy.
.
.
First Lieut. JAMES A. HAUGHEY, Twenty-first Infantry.-This officer commanded h1s
company throughout the campaign. Reticent and resolute, he was ever on duty on
the march and on the battle-field. His conduct and persistent bravery at the battle of
the Clearwater, July 11 and 12, is noticed by Capt. M.P. Miller, who saysinhisreport,
''his company was exposed to the closest and severest fire, but holding the ground
firmly from first to last."
_
First Lieut. EDWARD R. THELLER, Twenty-first Infantry.-This gallant officer was
killed at the engagement in White Bird Canon, June 17, 1877, while serving with
Capt. David Perry's company, First Cavalry. His conduct throughout that affair was
brave and soldierly in a high· degree. He remained with his men in the rear during
the retreat giving them courage and confidence by his words and example, and although repeatedly wounded, continued to exercise command until the fatal shot
struck him just as his command reached the crown of the bluff where a stand could
have been made. Lieutenant Theiler served during the war of the rebellion in the
Second California Volunteers, and after his appointment in the Army, on the staff of
Brigadier-General Ord.
·
Second Lieut. F. E. ELTONHEAD, Twenty-first Infantry.-This yo,ung officer was
in command of his company dnrlng the entire campaign, and is worthy of high commendation for his excellent conduct throughout. The battle of the Clearwater, July
11 and 12, was his first experience under fire. The position held by his company
was the most exposed in the line. For two days he held it bravely and gallantly. Out
of 22 men engaged 11 were killed or wounded.
Capt. DAVID PERRY, First Cavalry, marched his men from Lapwai, starting at
night, the 15th of June, :reached Grangeville the next day, and with .scarce an hour's
sleep pressed his and Trimble's companies a second night to attack a superior force of
the enemy at White Bird Canon, the 17th of June. Disaster followed, but in the
retreat Capt. Perry, Lieutenants Theiler and Parnell are commended for persistent
and steady resistance to the Indians' multitudinous advance, and it is due to this that
a remnant of this command was saved. Lieut. Theiler lost his life during the retreat.
Capt. STEPHEN G. WHIPPLE, First Cavalry.-Frequently during the campaign this
officer did excellent service, and especially in repelling a charge of the Indians near
the left of our line ~t th~ batt~e of the Clearwater, and in pushing his force from C?ttonwood to form a JUnctwn w1th Capt. Perry, the 3d of July, in the face of a supenor
force of the enemy. Capt. Whipple displayed courage ::tnd self-relidce most praiseworthy.
Capt. JA~ES JACKSON, First Cavalry.-This officer joined the right column during
the second day's engagement on the Clearwater, July 11 and 12, and took part in the
final char~e on the 12th. From that t~me to. the period when the cavalry battalion,
under MaJ. George B. Sanford, was relieved irom the further pursuit, he was always
conscientious and soldierly in the discharge of duty, meriting the esteem and confi,
dence of his superiors.
Capt. HENRY WAGNER, First Cavalry.-This officer served with his company in the
battalion of cavalry from Kamiah to the Judith Basin. Throughout the long and
fatiguing march he gave careful and thoughtful attention to his men, and is worthy
of commendation for thoroughness in the discharge of duty.
Capt. CAMILLO C. C. CARR, First Cavalry.-This officer served in the battalion of
cavalry under Maj. George B. Sanford's command. His conduct at the affair at "Camas
Meadows," in charging the enemy and recovering part of the herd, evinced bravery
and skill. Throughout the ca.mpaign his soldierly conduct was noticeable.
Capt.CIIARLE BE 'DIRE, First Cavalry.-Thls officer also served with his compa.ny in
the cavalry battalion. Throughout the campaign he discharged his duty with fidelity
and zeal. His perseverance and energy in the forced march made with animals which
had already traveled over fifteen hundred miles prior to the affair at Calion Creek,
near the Yellowstone, September 13, Ul77, and his dash and bravery in that skirmish
is worthy of commendation.
Second Lieut. EVIER M. RAINS, First Cavalry.-This officer fearlessly exposed himself in succe fully crossing the Grande Ronde River, May14, 1877, in company with Vet-
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erinary Surgeon Going, first cavalry (who was drowned), in order to carry dispatches to
the department commander at Fort Lapwai. Again be displayed especial gallantry
and daring in the skirmish with Looking-Glass's band of hostiles on the south fork of the
Clearwater, Idaho, June 30, 1877, advancing alone into the enemy's camp and endeavoring to seize the chief. Again he showed remarkable boldness in endeavoring to
check the advance of the entire Indian force, with but a handful of men, at Cottonwood, July 3, at which time he was killed in action, and every member of his detachment of ten soldiers and one citizen scout were slain fighting by his side.
Capt. RANDOLPH NORWOOD, Second Cavalry.~The bravery and gallantry of this
officer during the affair at Camas Meadows were very marked. He maneuvered his
company with coolness and skill, holding in check a superior force of the enemy, and
inflicted upon them considerable loss.
Capt. WILLIAM F. SPURGIN, Twenty-first Infantry.-This officer performed important
duty, first at the depot in Lewiston, and afterwards on the field in command of the Pioneer Company. His work in clearing the obstructed trails through the forests, and in
making roads practicable for his bridge, wagons, and other impedimenta, over precipitous heights and yawning ravines, was often arduous in the extreme, and accomplished with extraordinary quickness. His labors were of such a character as to call
forth energy, determination and the skillful adaptation of the means to the end. All
these qualities he displayed in a high degree, and succeeded in instilling the same into
those under his command.
Capt. JENKINS A. FITZGERALD, A~?sistant Surgeon· First Lieut. WILLIAM R. HALL,
Assistant Surgeon; First Lieut. WILLIAM L. NEWLANDS, Assistant Surgeon.-These
medical officers served during the campaign with the troops in the field. In their care
of the wounded on the battle-field, and of the sick during the long marches, they displayed the highest qualities of their corps-professional skill and devotion to duty.
Their services were often rendered under trying circumstances; under the fire of the
enemy, as well as after forced marches of extraordinary length and fatigue. This was
noticably the case in Assistant Surgeon Fitzgerald's march, in company with Surgeon
Alexander, to the relief of the wounded after the battle of the Big Hole, Montana.
Capt. JOEL G. TRIMBLE, First Cavalry, is mentioned for gallantry in action at the
battle of the Clearwater, the 11th and 12th of July.
Capt. WILLIAM H. WINTERS, First Cavalry, at the battle of the Clearwater, July 11
and 12. This officer's conduct was brave and gallant. Capt. Evan Miles says in his
report: "Captain Winters, with his company, and Lieutenant Forse, served under my
command from about 4 p.m., on the 11th, until the evening of the 12th of July. These
officers were cool and brave, carrying out my orders with promptness." During a
charge their conduct was most satisfactory.
Maj. EDWIN C. MASON, Twenty-first Infantry, acting assistant inspector-general of
the department.-It is a great satisfaction to me to call special attention to the efficiency of Maj. E. C. Mason, Twenty-first Infantry, inspector-general of the department. He joined me at the first crossing of the Salmon River, helped me in every possible way in directing operations, and was ever in readiness for work, night and day,
to the close of the campaign. At the battle of the Clearwater he even anticipated my
orders and brought up a battalion in the nick of time. He commanded an armed
reconnai sauce to the Wey-ipe of cavalry and volunteers, and brought back the desired
information aft~ a slight skirmish. When I took the advance with a detachment, as
was sometimes the case, Major Mason commancled the main line in my name; for example, in bringing up tl1e troops at Gibbon's battle-field and also in pressing forward
the entire reserve north of the Missouri toward Colonel Miles's battle-field, near Bear
Paw Mountain, till halted by my orders. In brief, in all the rugged campaign, :filled
with toil and dang r, this officer did his whole duty in an intelligent, cheerful, and
p r i tent mann r, o a to entitle him to my complete confidence and warm esteem.
FirAt Li ut. MBLVILLE C. WILinx ON, Third Infantry, aid-de-camp, Sf~rved during
the ·ampaign in Idaho in immediate charge of the adjutant-general's office. The arduous duties incid nt to this position were discharged with fidelity and zeal. Afterwarcl ., when detachel under special in tructions with the left column, be rendered
equally good ervice. At the time of the outbreak of ho tilities, June 15, 1 77, he
mad an xtraordinary journey to Walla Walla, carrying eli patches. His duties as
aid -d -camp brought him under fir I ' peatedly during tho battle of the Clearwater,
July 11 and 12, 1 77, and at the skirmi h at Kamiah, July 13, when he brought the
Gatling guu int po ition. Ilis gallantry and brav ry during these engagement were
notic able.
Fir· Li nt. R BERT H. FLETCIIER, Twenty-fir t Infantry, acting aid-de-camp, in
ch. rg f ·cont and courier ·.-Thi offic r erved n the taft' from the beginning to
th ·lo. of th
ampaign. lie r nd red at all times valuabl
rvice, upon overal
o • ·ion making ucc . ful cout und r circum tanc s calling for courag , endurance
and int lligene(' .
.'· · ncl Li nt .. IIART,T~ E.,. Wo D, Twenty-first Infantry.-Tbi officer served with
h1. · tnp n. · dunng the campaign in Idaho, including the battl of the Clearwater,
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July 11 and 12. During that engagement his conduct under fire was excellent. From
the Clearwater to the close of the war be served on the staff as acting aide-de-camp
and acting assistant adjutant-general. Intelligent and c~pable, h.e discharged his
duties at all times in a satisfactory manner. He accompamed me with a small escort
from the Missouri River to Bear Paw Mountains, the place of Joseph's surrender.
Second Lieut. GuY HOWARD, Twelfth Infantry.-This officer served with his company and afterwards as acting aide-de-camp, from the Clearwater, to the c.lose of the
campaign. Special Orders No. 171, headquarters Department of the Columbia, November 20, 1877, relieving him f~om staff duty, say: "The departm~nt commander ~akes
this occasion to commend Lieutenant Howard for fearlessness m danger, fidelity to
duty, and uncomplaining endur~nce of h~rdships during the campaign ~gain~t t~e hostile Nez Peret~s." He accompamed me with a small escort from the Missoun Rtver to
tbe Bear Paw Mountains, the last battle-field of the campaign.
)urgeon CHARLES T. ALEXAl\TDER, United States AJmy.-This officer served as chief
medical officer during the entire campaign. I referred to his services in a late communication to the Surgeon-General. I used the following language: "Surgeon Alex- ander has given complete satisfaction during his recent service with the department
commander in the field; he has labored hard; has given his personal attention to
the sick and the wounded at every battle; and has also attended specially to the
clothing, comfort, and general welfare of the troops at all t,imes."
Maj. GEORGE H. WEEKS, quartermaster United States Army1 chief quartermaster
in the field, joined me at the battle of the Clearwater, and continued to do effective
service in bringing order out of the confusion incident to the hasty conection of transportation and supplies at the beginning of the Indian outbreak. The promptitude and
thoroughness with which he continued to perform his duties as quartermaster to the
close of the campaign entitle him to the confidence of the government in any emergency.
Capt. LAWRENCE S. BABBITT, Ordnance Corps, chief ordnance officer of the department.-This officer rendered valuable service in the field, and at the depot in Lewiston, Idaho. At the battle of the Clearwater, July 11 and 12, he acted as one of my
aides-de-camp, having his horse shot under him while gallantly performing his duties
under fire.
First Lieut. FRED. H. E. EBSTEIN, Twenty-first Infantry, regimental quartermaster.Thisofficerrelieved Maj. George H. Weeks of his duties in the field with the right column,
J ly, 1877, and served on the staff until near the close of the campaign, when he was
eved by Special Field Orders No. 24, headquarters Department of the Columbia, in
field, September 25, 1877, and ordered to :Fort Ellis and other places on public busiL
. The order says: "The department commander takes this opportunity to express
his satisfaction with the efficient manner in which Lieutenant Ebstein has discharged
the duties of acting chief quartermaster of the expedition."
First Lieut. PETER LEARY, Jr., Fourth Artillery, discharged the duties of chief commissary officer to the forces in the field operating under my immediate command during the entire campaign. He was always active and energetic, giving his entire attention to his important duties, and deserves commendation for the verv satisfactory
manner in which they were performed.
u
First Lieut. JOITN Q. ADAMS, First Cavalry; Pirst Lieut. CHARLES C. CRESSON,
First Cavalry, specially commended for gallantry at the skirmish of Camas Prairie by
Mad. George B. Sanford.
Pirst Lieut. EDWIN H. SHELTON, First Cavalry; Second Lieut. GEORGE S. HOYLE,
First Cavalry; Second Lieut. CIIARLES C. NoRTON, First Cavalry; First Lieut.
WILLIAM F. STEWART, adjutant to the artiller~r battalion, specially commended
by Capt. M. P. Miller for gallantry . and good conduct in the action of the Clearwater.
First Lieut. SIDNl~Y W. TAYLOR, Second Lieut. JAMES M. JoNES, and Second Lieut.
WILLIAM M. METCALFE, of the Fonrth Artillery; First Lieut. CYRUS A. EARNEST, and
Second Lieut. JAMJ~ A. HUTTON, of the Eighth Infant,ry; First Lieut. HENRY H.
PIERCE, Second Lieut. JOSEPn W. DUNCAN (adjutant of the infantry battalion during the uattle of the Clearwater, July 11 and12); Second Lieut. C. A. WILLIAMS
(wounded in action, battle of the Clearwater, July 11, 1877); Second Lieut. EDWARDS.
FARROW (succeeded Lieutenant Duncan as adjutant infantry l>attalion, conspicious for
l>ravery and good conduct at the uattle of the Clearwater, J nly 11 and 12), and Second
Lieut. HARRY L. BAILEY, of the Twenty-first Infantry; First Lieut. HENRY M. BENSON, Seventh Infantry (serving with Captain Norwood's company, and wounded in
the skirmish of Camas Meadows). These subalterns are commended for good conduct
in action, patient endurance of the hardships of the campaign, and the faithful performance of duty under all circumstances.
The following non-commis ioned officers and privates have been specially commended uy their company and battalion commanders for good conduct during the
campaign and for gallant.ry in action:
ompcwy , Twenty-first lnjantry.-First Sergeant HENRY V. RICIIIT; Sergeant
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LEWIS MARTIN j Corporals MENZO BULLOCK and GEORGE MEYERS j Privates CHRif:i·
TIAN MOOSBRUGGER, JOHN WALTERS, JAMES O'BRIEN, and FRANCIS L. PANCOAST.
Company D, Twenty-first Infant?·y.-First Sergeant ROBERT M. HICKEY; Sergean1
JoSIAII B. CARPENTER; Corporal HERMA.L~ RICHART; Privates ARTHUR M. ASHLEY:
THOMAS B. COAN, JoHN FRAZIER, JACOB KuHN, and ELIAS LUNDY.
Company E, Twenty-first Injant1·y.-First Sergeant CHARLES 0. TAYLOR; Sergeani
JOSEPHBARBOE; Sergeant LOUIS SONDHEIM; Privates JAMES KELLY, AUGUST MILITZ:
and FRANKLIN HESLEY; Musician, ARTHUR FAY.
·
Company I, Twenty-fi1·st In[ant1·y.-First Sergeant WILLIAM KENKLE; Sergeant~
THOMAS O'NEIL and ABRAM REPERT j Corporal PETER MURPHY ; Privates WILLIAM
GARVEAN, GEORGE WHITTY, NATHAN COMPTON, and IRA D. NELSON.
Company H, Twenty-fi1·st Infantry.-First Sergeant JoHN LUTZ; Corporal THOM<\.1'
CoNNELLY; Privates JEREMIAH FALIX, DANIEL McGRATH, and FREDERICK bCHH K·
LER.
(~
Contpany B, Twenty-fi1·st Infantry.-Sergeant JOHN DONOVAN; Privates DAVID D.11 ·i!
FRANK (¥) WARD, FRANK MARTIN, and SAMUEL ESSIG.
Company A, Fourth Artillery.-First Sergeant JAMES A. NOBLE; Sergeants WILL·
lAM DOWILL, HENRY T. ARMSTRONG, and JAMES A. WORKMAN (killed on July 11) i
Corporals E. HESS, WILLIAM MULCAHEY, and CHARLES MARQUARDT (killed on Jul~
11) j Privates JAMES KELLY, PATRICK MCGINNEY, and JOHN WATSON.
Company D,. Fourth Artillm·y.-Corporals PAUL LINSTEAD and ABRAM B. HOLDZ·
HElD j Privates JOHN HINDS and ADORMAN J. KALLOCIL
Company E, Fou1·th A1·tillery.-First Sergeant FREDERICK WIDENMAN; Sergeani
PETER BLUMENBURG (wounded) j Corporals THOMAS BURNS (wounded) and STANLEl
0. WHITTAKER j Private WILLIAM S. LENAY.
Sergeant 0. SUTHERLAND, Company B, First Cavalry, is recommended for a certifi·
cate of merit on account of distinguished conduct between August 6 and 9, 1877.
This sergeant left my camp at Hot Springs, Montana, with a dispatch for Col. John
Gibbon, informing that officer of my approach with re-enforcements. He was throwr:
from his horse wh ile en 1'01tte, su:ffer;ng severe injuries, butt, disregarding the pain, h€
pressed on, arriving in Colonel Gibbon's supply camp at noon August 9. Fifteen min·
utes after he started to reach Colonel Gibbon, then intrenched and engaged with th~
Indians at Big Hole, three miles distant his daring attempt to pass the enemy's lines
was successfully accomplished.
Second Private WILLIAM S. LE MoY, Company E, Fourth Artillery, is recommendPd
for a certifica.te of merit for distinguished conduct at the battle of the Clearwa\:S'I
July 11. This soldier crept through the grass and.loaded from underneath a howitg .r
covered by a force of Indians lying intrenched about twelve yards in his front,T l
afterwards discharging the piece with good effect, killing one India,n and rendering It
impossible to reman the piece.
Attention is invited to the official reports of Col. Frank Wheaton, Second Infantry,
commanding left column, and Maj. John Green, First Cavalry, commanaing reserve
column, for information relative to the conduct of the officers and men serving in their
respective commands . .
To the officers without my department, whom I either directly commanded or who
closely co-operated with me in m~vements and battles during the campaign, I tendei
my gmteful thanks, especially to Col. John Gibuon, Seventh Infantry, commanding
di trict of Montana; to Col. S. D. Sturgi , Seventh Cavalry, commanding middle dis·
trict; and to Col. Nelson A. Miles, Fifth Infantry, commanding district of the Yellowtone. Their own reports mention the officers and men serving with distinction under
their immediate commands; in the e commendations I heartily join.
Very resp ctfully, your obedient servant,
0. 0. How·ARD,
B1·igac1ier-Gene1·al, U.S. .A., Commanding Depm·tment of the Columbia.
Ac.. ISTA.'T AD.JUTA~T-GF.:-i'ERAL,
.J!ililary Dirision of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.
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